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Fe.duccia. 

The pu~po~e 01 thL~ p~pe~ t~ to dL~cu~~ the:~eLatLon 

between DLvLne 50ve~eL~nt~ and human '~eedom wL~hLn th~ 
, , ' 

14am~w04k 01 Th~mL~tLc metaph~~Lc~.St. Thomd~ e~pou~e~, 

,the po~[tLon that {/od ha~ ~pecLlLc ~ove4eLfAnt~. That Lil, 

At the ~ame 

tLm~ 7homa~ d4~uei th~t' human 6eLn~~ ,aRe ~4uL~ '4ee. 

That L~, the4ea~e occa~Lon~ ~hen Lt,L~ C044ect to ~a~ 

thatilomeone couLd have done' othe4wiAe. Con~e1ruentl~r 

A~uLna~' L~, commLtted to th~ po~LtLon that {/od {~the,cau~e 

~/human 'I/,ee choLce. On the lace 01 Lt,.,th L~ cLaLm 

~ound/.J:. cont4ddLct04~. The bUh.den 0/ m~ papel/" l:A to ~how 
" ' 

,th~t Lt 'IA 'not a cont4adLctLon.' - The pape4 ~~, dL~Lded Lnto 

th4ee pa4t~. FL~~t, I p40ilLde an account '01 Thof(/.~~ I 

pD~ttL~n '~a~ed upon the w04k, 01 hi4 contemp04a4~ ex~~~Lto~ 

fjohn K~ai.a~. 

Fi...naLL~J in the thL~d p04tLon 01 the 

pape~' I t4~ to ,.~how how the"/.!e weakri'eA~e~ can be, ove4comt;.. 

a4~U€:- that the,ke~'to a lLat&.~/acto~~ account LLe~,Ln hL~ 
. , 

~0aL~lLn~the notion 01 "{/od'"/.! pe4mLttLn~ ~LLL." 

1 a~~ue 104 the CLa~~LcaL vLew becau~e '0/ 

con~L~tenci wLth metaph~~LcaL knowLed~e and'Lt~ 

con~L~tenc~ wLth Sac4ed,Sc~Lptu~e. m~ p4emL~e 'Oll" thL~ 

ha4monLlation L~ the de/LnLtLon l~om,St. Ari~~Lm th~t {/od 

LlLthat,' tAan wh'Lch nothLnrJ (j4eate4can be conceLved. 

Ope4a£Lng, 140m th.,iA a~~ump~Lon, i cLaLm that Lt L~ ~4eate4 

tocau~e aLL, thLn~~than not to cau~eaLL thLn~~. 

http:metaph~~Lc~.St
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that ane not tnuL~, Ine~ 11 ~od iA not the caUAe 01 aLL 

th,i..ngA then 'II~ ,:'c4 'n'ot "tlte '!J:~~eat~;;t th'infj that can be 

conceived.' FuntAenmo,ll.e, i-/lle, cneated lini-te cll.eatune.A to 

be m~ne nobotA, he haA not cneated thai whi-ch wouLd be 

fjll.eaten. it wouLd 'be fjn~~te~ loll. ILni..~~ Cll.eatUll.eA to Love 

and ~ell.ve th~i..Il.,cneaton !1l.0~ thei..~,'own Inee'choice nathen 

thanthll.oufjh coenc ion.,' 
. ... ,~ 

1 have anfjued Atni-ctL~ Inom the metaph~A~caL point 01 

vLew. /I owevell., j aLAo '. ~an~ to ackrwwLedfje theScn i-ptl1ll.aL 

ll. e /ell.enCeA to both divine cauAaLLt~ and Inee 'wLLi., In 

Auppont 01 Inee wiLL, conALdell. ~ohn 3:16 WhLCh AtateA, 

"Foil. thi..~ ,LA h00 ~od Loved the wonLd: lie fjave hiA ~nL~ 

Son, AO that evell.~one who beLLeveA in IILm ma~ not penLAh 

but ma~ have etell.naL, Li-/e" (The New genu~aLem BibLe). 

Thi..A i..mpLLeA tAat we have Ill.ee choi..ce. Anothell. Atll.Onfj 

~e/ell.ence to Ine~ choice can be 'o~nd L~ Oeutell.onom~ 

chaptell. 30. "Loo~ toda~ 1 ~m ollell.Lnfj ~ou Li-/e... 011. 

death. 11 ~ou obe~ the 'commandmentA or Yahweh ~OUIl. 

~odJ .... ' ~iJu wiLL Ii..'ve and fjll.OW nUmeIl.OUA. But il ~OUIl. 

h~antull.n awa~J'" ~ou wiLL mOAt centaLnL~ pell.i..Ah" (The 

/(ew genuAaLem BibLe). 

that we ane indeed Inee. 'Thf?.n nefjandinfj Aovell.eifjnt~, 

~onAi..den90b 42:2, "1 know that ~du Can do aLL thinfjA; ~o 

pLan 01 ~ounA can be thwall.ted" (New Intennati..onal Vell.Ai..on 

http:choi..ce
http:i-ptl1ll.aL
http:th~i..Il
http:Cll.eatUll.eA
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Studfj BL6le). (l}o Il.eo v ell., ?/.Lalm 135:6 Il.ead/.L, "the LOll.d doe/.L 

whatevell. plea/.Le/.L II i..m, Ln the heaven/.L and on the eall. tho •. " 

(New Intell.nati..onal Vell./.Li..on Studfj Bi..6le). 

cleall.lfj i..ndi..cate that qod doe/.L i..ndeed caU/.Le all thi..n~/.L. 

The clai..m that qod caU/.Le/.L all thi..n~/.L and that 


Il.ati..o~al, Ii..ni..te cll.eatull.e/.L all.e tll.ulfj Ill.ee /.Leem a/.L thou~h 


thefj contll.adi..ct each othell.. lIowevell., 1 have /.Lhown that 


thell.e i../.L meiaphfj/.Li..cal evi..dence cleall.lfj poLnti..n~ to the 


tll.uth 01 60th. 01 the/.Le two /.Liatement/.L. Thell.e ~/.L 


SCIl.i..ptull.al evi..dence that al/.Lo i..ndi..cate/.Lthat qod caU/.Le/.L 


OUIl. Ill.ee choi..ce~. FUll.t/~ell.moll.e, i..1 thi../.L a/.L/.Lell.ti..on i../.L not 


. tll.ue, • then qod .i../.L not that than whi..ch nothi..n~ ~Il.eatell. can 

6e concei..ved.In /.Lafji..n~ thi../.L, 1 am not clai..mi..n~ to 

undell./.Ltand how thefj can 60th 6e tll.ue. lIowevell., 1 am 

cldi..mi..n~ that thefjall.e 60th tll.ue. SCIl.i..ptull.e /.Lafj/.L that OUIl. 

wafj~ all.~ n.ot qod'~ 0afj/.L and OUIl. thou~ht/.L all.e not qod'/.L 

thou~ht/.L. In mfje/.Lti..mati..on, thi../.L i../.L SCIl.i..ptull.al evi..dence 

that i..~di..cate/.L that thell.e all.e mfj/.Ltell.i..e/.L whi..ch we mU/.Lt 

accept. One /.Luch mfj/.Ltell.fj i../.L the co-exi../.Ltence 01 Oi..vi..ne 

Cau/.Lali..tfj and human Ill.eedom. 

papell. i../.L not mell.elfj to /.Lhow that Chll.i../.Lti..an/.L accept 60th 01 

the/.Le PIl.0P0/.Li..ti..on/.L. Rathell., the~ll.eatell. pUll.pO/.Le 01 thi../.L 

papell. i../.L to pll.o~o/.Le an undell./.Ltandi..n~· 01 how the/.Le two 

pIl.Opo/.Li..ti..on/.L can 6e tll.ue. Let U/.L 6e~Ln 6fj con/.Li..dell.i..n~ gohn 

F. X~ Kna/.La/.L' i..ntell.pll.etati..on 01 Aqui..na/.L i..n the all.ti..cle 

"Aqui..na/.L: ?Il.afjell. to an Immuta6le qod". 

http:Aqui..na
http:Aqui..na
http:pIl.Opo/.Li..ti..on
http:pll.o~o/.Le
http:pUll.pO/.Le
http:Chll.i../.Lti..an
http:mfj/.Ltell.fj
http:cldi..mi
http:clai..mi
http:a/.L/.Lell.ti
http:choi..ce
http:meiaphfj/.Li
http:Vell./.Li
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Kna~a~ w~Lte~ hL~ a~tLcLe Ln ~e~pon~e to LewL~ Fo~d'~ 

chaLLen~e to cLa~~LcaL theL~m'~ VLew 01 p~aye~. Fo~d 

cLai...m~ that the cLa~~LcaL VLew on p~aye~ L~ Lncon~ ent 

wLth L VLew~ on othe~ matte~~. He.cLaLm~ that p~a~e~ L~ 

6a~LcaLLy eLthe~ petLtLona~y o~ ado~atLonaL Ln natu~e. 

Fo~d ~ay~ that petLtLona~y p~aye~ L~ Lncon~i...~tent wLth 

theL~ti...c omnL~cLence. He attack~ p~a~e~~ 01 ado~atLon on 

the ~~ound~ that they a~e an e~oti...~tLcaL demand by qod 

(Kna~a~ 196, 197 J. 

1n. a ~e~pon~e to the~e cha~[fe~1 .Kna~a~ tu~n~ to 

7homa~ A,'tuLna~. Thoma~ delLne~ p~ede~ti...natLon a~ qod'~ 

o~de~Ln~ 01 a nati...onaL c~eatu~e to ete~naL LLle. fJ/i...thi...n 

we a~k, ju~t a~ t~ee~ ~~ow on the condLtLon th.at the ~ai...n 

laLL~. ThL~ o~de~i...n~ L~ pa~t olqod'~ wLLL Kna~a~ ~af)~ 

th.at we an.e qod'~ I~Lend~ and, i...ndeed, we hi...~ i...nti...matea~e 

L~ u~Loven.~. It lo~ thi...~ ~ea~on thatqod want~ to 

luLIi...LL ou~ de~i...~e~ on the condi...ti...on that we a~k. 

The~elo~e, pn.aye~ i...~ a nece~~a~y pan.t 01 ou~ ~aLvatLon. 

cau~e. To ~ay that i...t i...~ a p~Lma~y cau~e L~ to deny the 

I- beL Lei th Appa~entLYJ he 
, ' 

beLLeve~ that thi...~ deni...e~ l~ee-wi...LL. Now Let u~ con~i...de~ 

hi...~· ~ea~oni...n[} (Kna~a~ 197-201 J. 

TA.e luncti...on 01 the wLLL i...~ tochoo~e what ~eem~ to 

The~elo~eJ qod can make a 

http:l~ee-wi...LL
http:condi...ti
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Hence, qod'~ WLLL L~ accompLL~hed, 

and the a~ent'~ Inee-wLLL L~ Lelt Lntact. Thoma~ expLa Ln~ 

thL~ 6~ ~a~Ln~ that motLon eXL~t~ Ln an a~ent. II owev.en, 

the cau~e 01 the motLon 01 an a~ent cannot pnLmanLL~ 6e 

the a~ent Lt~eLI. Thene mu~t 6e an unmoved moven. In 

developLn~ hL~ account 0/ thL~Unmoved moven, Kna~a~ tunn~ 

to 90~eph Owen~' LntenpnetatLon 01 A~uLna~. Owen~ L~ 

that wLthout ,e~~e thene wouLd 6e nothLn~. Thenel 0 ne, e~~e 

L~ actuaL. On the othen hand, Owen~ Lntenpnet~ A~uLna~ a~ 

~a~Ln~ the e~~i L~ aL~o neceLved. .lIe ILnd~ the duaL 

~tatu~ ven~ Lmpontant Ion the a~~entLon 01 e~~e'~ cau~e. 

BeLnf} ~ec~Lved, e~~e mu~t have a cau~e pnLon to theag,ent 

pO~~e~/.LLn[f Lt .. One cannot cau~e one' ~ own po~~e~~Lon 01 

e~~e. Thenelone, qod L~ the unmoved moven 6ecau~e lie 

pnLman~ cau~e 6ut~not the onL~ cau~~. tXL~tentLaLL~, qod 

ha~cau~ed the whoLe 01 the actLvLt~. II oweven, 6~ Lt~ 

natune, actLvLt~ L~ the act Lon 01 an affent. The a[)-en t . 

po~~e~~e~ Lt~ ne~pon~L6LLLt~ lo~ the actLvLt~. ThL~ naL~e~ 

the 10LLowLn~ ~ue~tLon: how can qod 6e the ILn~t cau~e 

wLthout Lnten/enLn~ wLth an affent'~ Inee-wLLL (Kna~a~ 

204--208J? 

Kna~a~ an~wen~ ·the pnecedLnff c;;ue~tLon 6y. ~a~Ln~ that 

qod Lack~ no exceLLence. Thenelone, the unLven~aL 
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pe~/ection 01 ~ction i4 c~ntained within ~od. Since, ~od 

can move an a~ent/4 wiLL, and 4ince ;the~ pe~/ection4 a~e 

contained in ~od, the a~ent can cho04e to act in acco~d 

with othe~ pe~/ection4 within ~Od'4 wiLL (thi4 Locution 

wiLL he~ealte~ 6e ~e/e~~ed to a4 "~"). lven thou~h the4e 

act4 a~e cau4e~ they do not in/~in~e upon '4ee-wiLL. And 

thi4 64in~4_ U4 6ack to the ;4i~inaL p406Lem. How can act4 

6e 60th t4uLy cau4ed 6y ~od and 4emain '4ee-act4? In the 

4emainde4 01 the a4ticLe, Kna4a4 appeaft4 to an4we4 aLL 

4uch gue4tion4 6y 4e/e44in~ to "~". ~od doe4 move U4 to 

an action that i4 4tiLL withinHi4 wiLL. None~heLe44, we 

can 4tiLL do othe4wi4e (Kna4a4 209 14), 

Kna4a4 i4 ~ow in a p04ition to an4we4 F04d'4 

06jection4 a60ut p4aye4. A~uina4 4a~4 that ~od wiLL ~4ant 

4aLvation on the condition that one a4k4 104 it. When one 

4ee4 the ~ood 01 4aLvation, and when he 4ee4 that it i4 to 

6e 14eeLy ch04en, one wiLL ea~e4Ly p4ay 104 4aLvatioh. 

A~ain, "P" dete4mine4 that~od i4 unchan~ed 69 oU4p~aye4, 

In 4e~a4d to ad04ation, Kna4a4 4ay4 that pe4/ectad04ation 

i4 the conl04min~ 01 one/4 wiLL to ~Od'4} and a~aLn thi4 

i4 expLained 69 "po. ThlA ad04ation i4 not an 

eJoti4ti~aL act 69 ~od. F04 U4 to conl04m OU4 wiLL4 to 

It L4 aL40 the mean4 69 which we 

a4e 4ayed. The4el04e, thL~ act 0/ ~od i4 not an 

e~otiAticaL act. 'Rathe4, -it i4 an act 01 ~Od'4 Love 104 

H~4 64eatu~e4 (214-221). 

http:Feduc.c.ia
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I noww~~t to c~~4[deKan 06jectt;n to Kna4a4' 

p04tt~on. Let U4 6e~[n 6ycon4[den[n~a hypothet[caL 
"" " 

4[tuat[on. Thene~i4 a man who /neeLy dec[ded t~ ~o 'o~a 

waLk. Cleven that he "I-ne~Ly. dec[ded, [t [4 [mpL[ed that he" 

couLd. have done othenwU.L~. F on exampLe," he couLd hav~ 

taken a nap.. In th [4 ~[f-:ua.t""[onJ K na4d..J.L,eLa2m4 that the"ne 
" . 

L4 no, contnad[ct[on [Ii' thei.,dea that Cl~d ACt4 /n.eeLy cau4ed 

the man to take a'waLk. Iheneane centa[n attn[6ute40/ 

Clod wh [ch expL;' [ri:"wAy .. th~;~ e 24 no con t nad [c t Lon. 
'. . >~. - , 

we rriu4tundeiz.-'£tand;that ~Ci-od [4 /.L[mpLe. Th[4 mean4 that 

any o.ne 01 Clod/4 dttn,[6iite4 iA "[dent[dai to aLL 0/ Clod'4 

othen atin [b'uie/J... ,." F o~ e~ampi.e;" fI [h"omn [4C [ence [4 

[dent[caL to fI~4:0~n~~o~en~~ "S~con~"we ~~4t unden4ta~d"" 

,q~aL[t[e4 0/ /[n[te 6e[~~4 and apply th~~ to Clod. Th[n~ 

we mU4t unden4tand that Clod L4 pen/ect. Th[4 [4 f-o 4ay 

Cl od Lack4 no~o od. Whateven c~n 6e conc~[ved a4 ~ood"can 

6e found [n Clod LnLt4 /uLLne44. Fou~"th, we mU4t 

uriJ"~~4tand that Clod [4 puke 6e[n~. It wa4pnev[ou4Ly 

4taied that any ~Jod [4/ound [n [t; /uLLne4A w[th[n Clod. 

flo~eve'n,Clod doeiL" not co~ta[n ·6e[n~. "" 7?a,th.en, fie [4 6e[n~; 
" " 

Fi/t~,wemU4£ undenitand {hat~Cl6d [4 the c~~~ed/ the 

eX[4tence and "9-0odne44 ol-evenfj /[nLt'!- 06ject.We can 

[n/en /n~,,!- the4e cLa[m4 that ·Cl·od ha4 w.[th[nfl[mMU/ aLL 

the p~n/ect[pn4 found [n "/i~[te cneatuRe4, and fie caU4e4 
" " 

aLL the pen/ect[on4 w[th[n /[n[te ciz.eatune4.Funthe~mone," 

http:nLt'!-06ject.We
http:7?a,th.en
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the pe~/ecti.on~ /ound i.n /i.ni.te c~eatu~e~ a~e di.//e~ent i.n 

de~~ee /~om howthe~ exi.~t wi.thi.n ~od. Thi.~ Latte~ 

di.~ti.ncti.on aLLow~ u~ to exami.ne mo~e cLo~eLu the man'~ 
" 

cho to ~o /o~ a waLk. 

FoLLowi.n~ Kna~a~J we mu~t concLude that the man/~ 

choi.ce to waLk wa~ cau~ed 6y~od. 

/~ee act. 

the ~oodne~~ 0/ the man waLki.n~ and the ~oodne~~ 0/ the 

man/~ choi.ce not to waLk. 

a caU~e contaLnLn~ aLL pe~/ectLon~J He can 6~Ln~ a60ut 

choLce~ whLLe p~e~e~vi.~~ the ~eaLLty 0/ the aLte~nati.ve~ 

that make ~uch .choL~e~ /~e~ o~ contLn~ent." Kna~a~ ~ay~ 

that the cau~ati.~n 0/ /~ee ~AoLce~ i.~ po~~i.6Le 6ecau~e i.t 

i.~ cau~~ti.on 6y .an Ln/i.ni.te 6ei.n~. But aLL 0/ ou~ 
expe~Lence L~ 0/ l~nLte acti.on. That L~ wh~ we cannot 

comp~~h~nd ~~ch.a cau~atLon. 

But thi.~ LLne 01 thou~ht appea~~ to ~u6iect u~ to a 

deva~tatLn~ 06jecti.on. 9~~t 6ecau~e a pO~~L6LLLt~ i.~ 

wLth~4 ~o~ Lt doe~ notnece~~a~Lly /oLLow that the 

po~~L6 LLi.ty wi.LI be actuaL L-ged. Wh.ethe~ a po~~i.bLLLty L~ 

actila~ L-ged depe';'d~ upon the c.ondLti.on~ whi.ch a~e lound 

wLthi.n the move~. IlmonfJ the condLtLon~ whi.ch we have 

a~c~Lbed to ~od a~e i.mmutabi.LLtv and i.nde/ectLbLi.ty. In 

othe~ wo~d~J what qod want~ to come to pa~~ and onLy what 

He want~ to come to pa~~ wi.LL actuaLLy come to pa~~. 

that the~e a~e ~eaL aLte~natLve~ i.n 

http:i.nde/ectLbLi.ty
http:c.ondLti.on
http:06jecti.on
http:Ln/i.ni.te
http:cau~~ti.on
http:aLte~nati.ve
http:exami.ne
http:di.~ti.ncti.on
http:pe~/ecti.on
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qod doe4 not ~uanantee that oun ac dne /ne~~ It oni, 

~uanantee4 that qod couLd have cau4ed oth~nact[on~. 

We need to dnaw a cLea~ dL4tLnctLon betw~~n what i4 
, , 

"Lo~LcaLL, contin~ent" and what L4 "cau4aLL, cont~n~ent". 

Fon a P044ib LIitfj to be L09<l..caLLfj co,din~entJ Lt L4 

conceiva'bLe that anothen P044Lb LLLtfj could. have been 

actuaiL"3 ed. Howeven, the ~dme cannot 6e 4aLd 01 a cdu4aL 

P044Lb LLLtfj_ Fon tnue Ineedom wouLd LndLcate that one 

couLd ac~ othenwL4e unden pneci4eLfj the 4ame cauAaL 

condLtLon4. The lact that ~od contaLn4 othen Lo~icaL 

p044ibLLLtie4 wLLL have no beanLn~ upon,mfj Ineedom. Fon 

thene to be anothen p044ibLLLt, w hin the caU4e doe4 not 

nece44aniLfj mean that the,p044i~LLLtfj cauLd be actuaLL"3ed. 

That .depend4 on qod'4 cau4aL Lv Ltil. Hence, Kna4a4 ha4 
o 

not ~/lectLveLfj ne40Lved the appanent contnadLctLon 

between oun Ineedom and Qod'4 cau4aLLtfj. We need to 

4uppLement Kna4a4' an~umint, w h lunthen pnemL44e4 Inom 

Thoma4' account 01 cau4aLLt,_ 

l U4 be~Ln anew bfj netunn2n~ to the de/LnitLon 01 

Inee choice. 'A Inee choice o~e Ln whLch the cho04en 

couLd have ch04en othenwL4e. Such achoLce L4not In~e 

unLe44 aLL othen co~dLtLon4 ane the 4ame. And Lncluded Ln, 

the "aLL otheA c~ndttLon4" L4 Qod. Thenelone, LI we 4a, 

that ~d~ act4 uthenwL4e a4 we act othenwL4~ then the 

cnLtenion Ion "aLL othencJndLtion4 beLn~ the 4ame" ha4 

not.' 'been met:, , Thette/one wouLd not be a Inee cho e. 

, 
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