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- TAé p;apo4gi0{ iﬁLA»pdpan i# i; discuan iéé?ﬂeiaiéqn
Aéefweeﬁ b&vine jovenei;néy ang human f@egdam wééﬁ:n'iﬁas'.
:fnamewoxé of Thomiatic meiapﬁgaaca St Thomaa eAPQuAQA‘

1 the poaition tﬁat God hax Apecach AOVeneLgnty : Tﬁa{.ia,
. ﬁe ia said to be tﬁe cauAe o{ all tﬁcnga At tke»aamé
time, /ﬁomaA aaguea tﬁai Ahuman 6acn94 ane énuiu fﬁee
-‘/ﬁai LA, tﬁene ake occaslons wﬁen it -La coaaeci ﬁo Aag
that someone. coui& have dane otﬁeawLae‘ Con4egu¢ntly,
ﬁgacn&@ LA.commctﬁed to tﬁe.poALtLon iﬁat Géd 42~tﬁe‘caqﬁa,
bf'ﬁaman‘fnee cholce. On the face of Lt,gfﬁéa claﬁm
Aéunda coninddtqtong.' The burden Qf m? pépea ta %b ahow
‘{Adt'éiﬁéa.nofAﬁ'cdnﬁﬁad&cﬁéon fﬁe papea {4 davtded into

’iﬁnee panéa ftaai i paovcde an accoani o{ fﬁomaa

po&ciacn éaaed upon the wonA of hin conﬁemponang expoautvn -

John knaaaa l tﬁen chcuAA.centaLn weakneases within
Kﬁaaa& poALtLon . anallg,'cn iﬁe thind ponicon of éﬁe
papen e try to, Aﬁow Aow these weaéneaaea can ée ovencome
7 aagué that ﬁﬁe éeg io a Aaﬁcafaciong accounﬁ Liea in fLA
~anaiggLn9 iﬁe noican cof "God'a penmLtthg wa[l "

f angue fon tﬁe Claraical view 6ecau4e of cé@
’canALAtencg WLtA metapﬁgaacal know[ed;e and ita
conALatencg wctﬁ Sacned : Scacpiaae ﬁu paemLae foa tﬁ¢4>A
'ﬁanmoncgaﬁcon ia the deftncécon faom 5t Arsedm iﬁat God
\L4 that. than wﬁccﬁ natﬁcng greaten. can be conceived.
.Openaﬁcng {nom tﬁ}4 qgagmp?aon, I claim that LfVLA greaten

' ﬁoﬁcqudé'qZZ'iﬁCnga‘fﬁan.nat‘io cauag”dll‘éﬁingg;
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Fﬁntﬁénmoae, I claim tﬁat it L4 gﬁeaien Lonr God to create
’functé‘éecnga that ane. fneé than to create fcncte beinga
that ane not tnu[g fnee ’ f{ Qod ia not the cause of all
thinga then He . LA Aot the’ Qaeafeaé tﬁcng iﬁaé can - be
concecved - funtﬁenmoneﬁ,cf Ae- cneated finite cneatuaea to
be mene noéotd ﬂe haa not caeated that whick would be
Qaeqten. At would 6e Qaeaten fon fcncte creatunens to Love
and iéave iﬁecn caeaﬁonvfnom tﬁecnmqwn {frnee-choice nathen
than éﬁnoagﬁ coenccon ‘ ‘ - _

I have aagae& Aiacctlg faom ﬁﬁe metQPAJALCd[ point 0{
QLew.(/#owevea, [ edro’ wani ﬁo acknowledge the Scniptunal
aefenence4 to both divine caaaa[cﬁg agd fnee wcl[h In
:AMPPOEkaf fﬂee will, con4ﬁgen goﬁnAj;f6<wAL¢ﬁ atatea,
'”Fon thia ia ﬁow‘God loved the world: #He gévé hia ondy
Son, 4é iﬁai everyone who believesa in ﬂéé may not peaéaﬁ‘
but ma.y Aave‘eéaanal.léfe” /7Ae Wé& Jenuialem Bééie/.
Thia me[LQA that we Aave fnee choice. ﬁnotﬁen Aﬁﬂong
he{énencg to faee cﬁouce can be found in 3eutenanomg
chapten 30. "Look, today I am offening you life... on
éeatz. I{ you oéegvtﬁe commandmenta of Yahweh youn
Gogfr.g you widl Live ang gnow nuﬁeaogA; But &f youn
heanta tunn away, . . . géu le['moat céntaénlg perniah” (The
Hew geaaaalem Bible). Thia passage exp[cccily indicatea
that we anre cn&eed faee {ﬁen &egaadpng oneneLgntg,
conagden. Job 42:2, "I know that you can do all thinga; no

plan of youna can be iﬁw&ﬁied” ([ New fniéanai&onal Veraion
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Study Bible). Moneovern, Paalm (35:6 neads, "the Lond does
whateven p[eaaéa Aim, in the Aeaven4 and on the eanth...”
(New Intennational Vension Study Bible). These passages
c[eanlg indicate fﬁat God doea.indeéd cause a[lltﬁinga.

The claim that God causes all tﬁingd and that
~national, {inite crneatunes ane tnuly frnee seem as though
tﬁeg contradict each othen. Howeven, [ have shown that
thene ia metaphysical evidence cleanly pointing to the
truth of 5dtﬁlof these two Atafementa. Thene i4
Scniptunal evidence that alaso Lndicatea:tﬁat God cau4ea_
oun free cﬁoicé;L Fﬁntﬁenmone, if thia aasention ia not
 tnueL:fﬁen God ia not that than which nothing greaten can
be conceived. In ;aying thia, I am not claiming to
undenﬁfand how fﬁeg can 6btﬁ be true. Howeven, [ am
cldiming that tﬁeg'ane_éotﬁ true. -jcniptune aays that oun
wagdﬁqne not Gog;ﬁ ways and oun thoughts ane not God'a
thoughta. jn‘myze4timation, thia ia Scniptunal evidence
that indicates that thene ane myaten;ed which we muat
accept. One auckh myateny (a4 the co-exiatence of Divine
Caunality and human {reedom. ﬂoweven; the aum of thia
papen (a4 not menelg to show that Cﬁni#tiana accept both of
' theae propoaitions. Rathen, the gneaten punpose of thia
papen (a to ﬁnopoae an undenatanding of kow these tw&A
propoaltions can be tnue. Let ua begin by conasidening John
F. X. Knasras' intenpretation of A%uinaa in the anticle

"Aquinaa: Prayen to an Immutable God”.
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- Knasaa wnéﬁg4 hia ani&cleALn ne4pon&e to Lewia Fond'a
challenge to cla44ical fﬁeéam?a view of prayen. Fond
claima that the classical view on prayen 4 inconsiastent
with (ta viewa on othen mattens. He. claima that pndgea in
basically eéﬁﬁeé peiétéonahg on adonational in natune.
Ford saya ﬁﬁat‘peiétéonan/ prayen ia inconaistent with
“theiastic 0mn£4céence He attacha prayens of adonation on
the gnrounds that tﬁeg are an egotLAthal demand by God
{Knaraa 196, /97/

In a né&ponae to these changes, Knarar tunna to
Thoman ﬂgaénaa. Thoman aefﬁnea p@ede&éinaﬁ&on ar God'a
undenéng 0{ a national crneatune to éiennq[ léfe. Within
thia ondening, God grants ua things on the condition that
we ask, juat as treen grnow on the condition tﬁat:tﬁé nain
fal[&. Thia onden;ng la pant of God'a will. Knasar saya
that we ane God'a {niends and, indeed, we ane ﬁéd‘inié&aie
Lovera., [t ia fon thia neason that God wants us to
fulfidl oun desines on the condition that we ask. |
Therefone, prayen is a necessany pant of oun éaZvatLon.
However, Knasas empﬁaaégeA that pndgen la a iggpndang
cause. o aay that it ta a pﬁdﬁang éauAQ ta to Jeng the
6e4ﬁeﬁzfﬁai p@a§e@ ia God'a own Qiff. ﬂppanent[g{ he
6e2;evé4 tﬁqt thia deniea Znee—w&l[. Now Llet ua conaiden
'Aid'aéé@OﬂLng /knaaaa 197-201). |
/Ae functLon of the will ia ié choosre what seems to

be iﬁe moat good fo& ﬁﬁe agent /ﬁenafone, God can make a
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good obvious to an agent a0 that tAey will {reely choose
to follow God'a will. Hence, God'a will ia accomplished,
and the agent’s free-will ia left.intact, Fhomaa explaina
thia by aaying tﬁat.motion exiata in an agent. foweven,
the cause of the motion of an agent cannot primanily be: -
the agent itael{. Thene mut be an unmoved movern. In -

developing hia account o# thia Unmoved moven, Knasras tunna

to ﬂerpA Owena' tnterpretation of ﬂ%uLnaA. Owena La
looééng at 7ﬁoma4( undendtanding of "eane”., He affinmA
that witﬁout,e44é'tﬁene would be nothing. [henefone, esse

ia actual. On iﬁe othen Aand, Owena tntenpnretas ﬂguinad as
aaying the esse ia alro neceived. He f&ndd the dual
atatus venry me;niant fon the asserntion of esase’s cauase.
3éin9‘ﬁecéiyed, edﬂe mu4t Aave a causre prior to_tﬁe'agent
possessing &t. One cannot cause one’s own poaseasion of
ease. 7ﬁenefone; God‘LA iﬁeAunﬁoved moven 6ecau4é He
éivédnmotion ita ease. 7&&4'e4ia6[i4£e4 that God LA the
pﬂimaﬁy caude'bdtﬁnot the on[y cause. éxLAtentLally, God
Aag"cauded the whole of the activity. ﬂoweveﬁ, 6y Lt%
natune, activity ia the action of an agent. The agent 
possesses (ta neaponaibility fon the actLVLty. Thia nQLAQA
the following gueation: how can God be the finat cause

aent’a fnee-will (Knasan

without Lnten#ening with an ag

204-208)?
Knasas answenas ‘the pnecedin9 queation 6y aaying that

God lacks no excellence. Tﬁenefone, the univensal
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penfection of action ia contained wétﬁéﬁ Géd. Since, God
can move an agenﬁ’a will, and aince Qtﬁeﬂ penfectéona are
contained in God, the agent can choosre to act in accond
with othen pénfectéondlwétﬁén God'a will (thia locution
will heneaften be nefenned %b asr "P"). Even though these
acts ane caused, they do not infringe upon fnee~wéli. And
tﬁé4 brninga ua back to tAé éaigénai problem. flow can acta
be both tnuly caused by God and nemain free-acta? In the
nemaénden of the anticle, Knasaa appeana iq aniwen all
npe,

g to God doea move ua to

auch gueationa by nefenning

an action that ia atidd within Hia will. Nonetheless, we
can atilld do qiﬁeawéAe (Knanasa 209-2147.

Knasas ia now in a poaltion to anawen ?ond’a
objectiona about prayen.. ﬂguéﬁaa aays that God will gnant
aalvation on the condition that one aska fon (t. When one
sees the good of Aalﬁation, and when he seesa that it ia to
be freely chosen, one will eagenly pray forn salvation.
Again, "P" detenmines tﬁaf‘God ia uncﬁanged by 0&n>pnagen.
In regand to adonration, Knasaa Aangﬁﬁaﬂ peaﬁéci‘adonaiéon
ia the confonming of ona’@ widl to God'a, and again thia
ia explained by "P". Thia adoration ia not an
e}oil&ﬁé&alAact by God. Fon ua to conform oun willa to
God’4 &L[Z ia adoration. [t ia alaso the means by which we
Cane 4ayed. 7ﬁeaefone, thia act of God Lﬁ not an
Vegoiédiécal act. Rathen, it {4 an act of God'a Love fan
Hin creatunen [214-221).
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_ [ now. want to conacden an 064ectién to Knaaad
ﬂ'pbéctgon,. [et us begcn 6y conALdenLng a Aypotﬁetccal
Aéféation . /ﬁene {4 a man wﬁo fneel/ deccded to go fon a
walk. Given t/aat he )Z/Leel/ decided, it is implied that he
could Aave done otﬁenwcae fon example, he could have
'taken a nap. [n tﬁcd Actuatcon, Knadad clacma tﬁat thene
ia no contnadcctuon in’the Ldea t%at God has freely cauAéd
‘tﬁe man to take a walk ;/ﬁeﬁe anre cgntacn attncﬁutea-of.

- God wﬁucﬁ explacm wﬁ/ tﬁé%é;Cniﬁ0<c0nfnadiciion. -Finat,
we muat undenAtand tﬁat God ia 4mele - Thia meané tﬁaf
any ane of God 4 attncbthA ia Ldentucal to all of God'a
otﬁen attncbutea .Fon example,,ﬂca omniscience (4
Ldentccal to ﬂLA oﬁncpotenge; Second,uwe muat undenAtand“
that God i Lnfcncte /Aat La; we”muat not iake the
>36ualLtLeA of fcncte becnga and apply tﬁem to God. 'Tﬁi¢d,
we nuat undenatand that God ia penfect Thia i to Aau-
God lackA no .good. Wﬁateven can be concecved an good can
be found in God in LtA fullneAA fou@iﬁ, @e muat
undenAtand tﬁat God ia pune 6eLn9 -It wa@_pﬁgviogAly.
4tatgd that any good L4<found in ita ful[ne4A thALn_G0d. ,
» ﬂo@e?éﬁ,tgod d&ei-hqt coﬁtﬁinibeing.‘,ﬂqtﬁeﬁﬁ He ia 6eén9;
”-Fﬂftk,lwe>hdi£ undenhtand ﬁﬁdiﬂGéd i the édu&e-b# the

| ekiateﬁéé and goodﬁeaa offeven/-finlfe object. "Wé can -
Lnfen fnom tﬁeAe claLmA that God ﬁaA within. ﬂcmaelf all
the penfectcona found in fcncte cneatuAQA, and fle causes

'_all tﬁe penfeqtcogA.thﬁLn'anLte cneatuaeA. ‘Funtﬁenmone;
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the penfectiona found in {inite creatunes ane different in
degnee {from how they exiat within God. Thia lattenr
dirtinction allowa ua to examine more closely the man'a
choice to go forn a walk.

Following Knasas, we must conclude that tﬁeléan’A
choice to walk wasr caused by God. HAowevern, it ia atill a
fnee act. [t (a fnee because God containa within ﬂémAelf
the 900&&6&4 of the man walking and the goodneaA of the
man’'s cholice not to walk. Becaaae_God la a peﬂfect caule,
a cause containing all penfectiona, fle caﬁ brning about
choices while presenving the neazétg of the alternatives
that make auch .cholcea fﬂee,éa contingent.” Knéaaa says
that the causation of fﬁeé choicea ia poaaéble 6ecag4é ¢t
in causation by an infinite being. But all of oun
expenéénceALA éf fﬁnite action. [That (4 why we cannot
compneAend AMCAAé céuaatéon,

But thia line of thought appeans to asubject us to a
deva&iaiéné.eégécééon. gﬁat because a poanibility ia
within §od,’éi‘doea'noi'naceaaandly follow that the
poAAééL[itvaLZl'éé actualized. Wﬁetﬁen a poanibility i
dét&a%iged,depeﬁda upon tﬁe_dond&tionﬁ which ane foand

o the conditions which we have

within the moven. ﬂmonl

ascnibed to God ane émmuiaéé[éig and Lndefeciéélity. in
othern wonda, wﬁaﬁ God wanta to come to pass and only what
He wants to comé to paaa wildl actaa[lg come to paaas.

7ﬁenefone,~tﬁe {act that iﬁene ane rneal altennatives in
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God does not guanantee that oun acta aaé free. [t only .
guanantees that God couldvﬁave caused oéﬁén‘acfiond.‘

We need to draw a clean d@%ténction'égiwéén Qﬁaﬁ ia
' ”Zogécallg‘conténgent".and @Aat L4~”éau4al[g contiggant”.
Fon a.poaaiééliig to éeflogiédllg cohiingeﬁt; it ia
conceivable that anothen P04455£l£t§‘c0u[d have been
actga{é;éd. Howeven, the ﬁdme cannoé,ée aaid o{ a c@uaal‘
possibility. Fon tnue {reedom would indicate that one
could act othenwise undea pnecédéig the Aa@e cau4ai
'canditiona. The fact that God coﬁéaéna othen [ogﬂcal
, Poaaéé&l&tdéa wtl[ have n; éeanéng upon my fneedom. Fon
i%eae to be anothen poaaibility within the cause dqu not
neceasanily mean that iﬁe,pqaadéﬂlétg cauldiée.agtualdged;
That -depends on God'a caunal activity. flence, Kﬁaaaa haa
not éffectivelg nesolved the appéaeni coniaadéci&én
between ourn {reedom and God'a.cda%aliig. Wé need to
Auppéément Knasraa' angumént‘wéﬁﬁ fu@fﬁgn pnémi44e4'fﬁom
Thoman' aécount of causality.

Let ua begin anew by netunntn9:t0 iﬁe def&néfton of
faeg-éﬁoice. A {ree choice ia one in wﬁéeﬁ the QZQOAQn
coulg have chosen otherwise. Such Q:cﬁoice Lavnét fﬂée
unleasr all othen cqadiﬁiona éae i%eiaqme. ﬂnd included in
the "all pﬁﬁen;;éndétiona”“éé Goé.” 7ﬁeneﬁoae, éf>we aay |
éﬁat,é§d act4‘otﬁenwiaelaa we act othernwise, then the
cn&te%%oh Zon "all othen conditiona being the asame” haa

dgﬁ:éeén met}i;fﬁeaéﬁone it wouldan&t be a Znee cholce.
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,,;Ttﬁnougﬁ God A ;uat panaaﬁment [ﬁ LA “in iﬁaa Aenae iﬁat,ffhyduA”

fqod’a wull LA Lnneacatcéle

7 e‘fallacg Ln ﬁﬁe pnevcoaa oé;ectaon ca ctA

tcomm@iment to iﬁe pOActcon ifat God ﬁaa eatﬁen ondaaned o

'k"eveng fancie acﬁcon,"on ﬁe ﬁaa -not oadacned eveng {anﬁe.Ah

;Lt;would 6@ dcfcha[i

:ﬂacicon ff iALA aaaamptconxaa tau;

 ¥';to Aol& on io éée Ldea a{ anLte faeedom an’ we undenAtand

.‘nét; Wﬁai ta needed Lnatead Ca an undenatandang of tﬁe

‘”t;?/ﬁomcat noﬁcon 0; Peﬂmt&ALon /OvP “mLt La to avoud

i'taécng centacn AtepA io Lnaune t%e actuala;atcon of a

5,;p044aéalcéy [t LA noi takcng centacn Atap& ta p&event A |
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“ =}fGod ﬁaéea Atepa nectﬁea io Lnaune Lf& aciualc;aicon,fnon

| tﬁe actualcgaﬁaon of a pOAALéLZLig .WLfA negan& to ALn,'v

v;to pnevent ctA aciaalagatton Scnce God LA omntpaient {fi;‘;m S

ﬂe walla& ﬁﬁat tﬁene would be no- 4Ln,ﬂtﬁene would 6@ no.

nvacn.d But 4ana God L4 pen[ectlg good ﬂe cannot wc[[

 ,£&€&@ to 63 ALR ﬂoweven,:tﬁene i ALR o /Aeaefoae, God

Pem‘i’l Adn ’4“"3 ac‘“—‘”‘d%@ ﬁo 575 //wm&;‘ itola -9’0,<;c( t/zat 1

“He panmcﬁ& ALn o

We can now Aee Aow God 4 cau&aéct/ can co excat wLiA

| ;‘ﬁﬁe fneedom ef fcnute cneaﬁunea god ”{neelg wc1[4”'u4 to
A:”{nee[g cﬁooae /Aenefone, Lt ia meoaacéle fon up not :
:to {aae[g cﬁooae ) #oweven, Go& doe4 allow fpenmci/ un io:ﬁ$
,gﬁnee[/ cﬁooae not to do #Lﬁfwcll /o aee . ﬁﬁca pount .

:fconaaden iﬁe examp[e of a ;oung man wﬁo ia dc4cenncn9 Aca Al

*'v7a[tennai¢ve . funiﬂen, contacned thﬁcn nof cﬁooacn; LA

,ﬁ_not 6ecn9 ﬂnd ALRCQ God L4 puae 6e¢n9, God coularnoi 66‘}f}?;-c‘ ;fi

‘faiﬁe cauae Of iALA nat cﬁooacng Iﬁeaefone iﬁe .fo

e
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“ae4ponacécictg and the faeedom o{ tﬁe act vy contaLned
wciﬁcn tﬁe {ante cﬁoaaan /o gnaap tﬁLA pocnt 'conALdea-*‘
“an anaiogg wctﬁ tﬁe ”dead man chtcﬁ on a taaan ﬁa iongtif
a4 tﬁa dead -man Awutcﬁ LA clerd ﬁﬁe taaLn ané tﬁe 2 .

_uengLneea wcl[ mave: ﬁawand iﬁe deatanafcon wﬁucﬁ LA!:HBi‘:“f

‘deaaned 6g iﬁe maaﬁen ﬂoweven, cf tﬁe enQLQeen aea4e4 io»f‘f

-;éeep iﬁe chtcﬁ cloded /a cﬁocce not to do Aomeﬁﬁcng/ tﬁen?ﬁg::..n
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