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There. l'ived on,the North Shor·e·qf Long IsJ..anda. vJea1thy 

. Berd .9.mil). ,He w.9,S, ,a,,:got.d· ;'na.n I).Jho·· 
..M .... • 

.fearedGodar,d·stayed at....a.y fr·tim Eo\,} i 1. He1 ived i.. wea.) thy " . ,. " 

1 i~~ Wi'th~i's~i1~ and three·~hi1~~en. ',He 6W~e~ his own 

comp'any,~li s,owr, house' a.nd :h.3~da.11 tha:t l~e~.lth . c·ou ,1 d' buy. 
" "" " r " .,,"' " • .' 

He was, ,in fact, the,.r-i'chi?st man ih t,he ent i re ar·e·a: • 

Ori.e da/ a;' the :ang~,i::. :ca.~e t.o pr·~~en t tt-!'?m·=.e'l~} 
bef,or.·e" the~'Lo.rd,·,S.at:an,the Ac.cusei-:;:· c:amewi tb·
t h:e'rt, • . '" .' . . . " . . . " 

";:' "L~Jhe-r·e',··d6"" )o',u~'<COfr,e:, ·fr.~orrl~? the", L,qr·d. ,-?-s·K.E"d ... ' " 
. " 

'. t.~.r.. ",' -. ., '.' " , 
'", An d' Sa t ~n'.r·l!¥l=i.l i.e d j~ Fr' om p. 01 i 'n'g "t he... e.ar t h • 
:' Then the Lor'd ·asketr·~;:at.arl .• Have·,you· .noticed 

,I1:lY ·sl{rva,r:lt ••• ? He is the ,f'i ne~.tm~n· Jnal,l -tI're 
eirth--a boo&,~an who fear~G~d ~M~wi11 hav~ 


'nothi nQ':'t~' do, with ev i 1:,:.:;:;~: '~:.,;:.' ... ),):;~.;-:.):,: ,: '. ;~: 


, .,hlh;. ~.h ou:) drlh e::l~.;h:e:'r;,· ~'ou:, p a)" ,h'j ~,.~~o'·,'''welJ , 

:Sat :ans,: of f.ed. ", ,:·.you h a,'/e: a lIIJay'';,'''' p':'r(6.te-c t e.d )-;~i m' : 

,a,nd hi s' hOrne and ;.t-.i? ,pro'per' h",;fr.1rn ,';a) 1,,:. har·m.: ''(ou 
h;;o,\,..,',e pr'c:;sper'ed'ever'>'t'h j'n'g' h~·:J,do.es;:::-~t:02;k .hov,J r· h:h 

·,he-is!. 1',16 ....,)onder h€.., ·II.Jor·,shrp'~·i':oiJi~· "'Bu'F:just .taKe.,:, 
',i:I.I;.Ja)' his·' we a.l t,h.,' 'an d YO'u/;l,:'J,i' n 'ihfmr cu'r:.se· :y.ou t I;:) " 

Your, fa..':;-e! ( ...T9~, 1:6-Lpi:'::(~':]'" - ',:,~ :;' .....~:, .. : 
. \-" . ," 

"8irnori " p.lJll's'·of'f h.i,:;.- 'gre~:t~st ;,feq:s·t. ~:f t(:·n)i~.lizati·C)n 
~. ,~'.'" ,'•• :.'. . ,••~.• ~,:. '~.'.' .:•• ,":.:,' .•',,~:~~:,' .... ". ';\+ '.""..... ~:". ' " ' • 

,," . 
by tur:ning,the BooK of Job' into'a Simoni..c" sdc,;)mu~ ,in his 

, f. " 

p'lay, . ,GOd's Favor·Lte ,(Kr'ol T)'.: !~irnon Job- is· Joe' 8e, n,,J ~.rn in. . " . . ". , . . 

.' " 

BooK qf ',Job seem' to· be' c lose)':,,-.. inter til... j·n'ed'. Th is· p,ap er IAI f 1 f . 

the 8ooK;, of Job.~· "': , 

;, Tr{~', ~d at r'evo1"Jes' ar'ound th'e test of. ,J.:.. e 8e.r.j.;i.mi ri tl;:) 

see how wel 1.h·j·s rO~Je and devoti cln ,r·ea.l i/ hol d' out I),lithqut 

the he:lp.,.6fth~:.10rd.! He is·~.. m.an ~'.Iho h~.d a. rough life arid 

TIOIAI ~"'l'ants' to just 'dl;:' .t!he be·:;.t he. can .for "+1 i s "farni 1y. 

; "," 

,: .' 
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.~y mother and f.therand'~l.euen·kidi in on~ 
and a hal-frc)oms. We" h.dtvJo· bed,:. ah'd &, cot. "'>'ou 

·ha.dto take a'number' off·the l,oJa11' togc.to 
.s 1eep .... I'h' fa tner ll,ias five f.:;.ot :thr:~e! l.\1E' i.gh~d a 
'hundred and t~~nti~seuen,p6unds •. H~:h~d ~ bad' 

he~~t, bad ,le~s, bad 1 jye~,and bad Kidneys •• Ae 

was a piano moue~. He died at the a~e of 

·th·irty-two froma.acute ~.tta.:K .of ever·ything ••• 1'1y 

mother had ~o taKe a'jQ~' in a sw~atsh6p wo~Klng 

six,days a wee-I(,fourte-enhours &. d.:..y •.•• The , . 


. cl o·t.bes ~th'at we' wore I,.,ere made ff'om rags that .she
found 'on the~treet, or a.~air of curt.ins that 
somebody had 'thr6~n aw~i.~.(God's Fau~rlte p.24) !1: . 
When 	 Joe turned f~urte~n 'he- went to worK for the 

Sch~~ib~r Corrugat~d B~x Comp~ny. A' ~otte-n man who mad~ a 

r6tt~.n box'.' Hedec'l~ded to. ope:ll).·up ~a'is own··pusiMess',·maK·:fng 

. . 	 . 
qual ·ny box·es. J¢e 1 iues 'b~ the philosophy' that,"What~od 

. 	 . :~, .~:: ~ . . :' 

- .. 

yoU, 	 bi thankfuL"(~od's F~uo~lte .p.24). 

'. 

s tr bn.~ 1 y .:'. Ae- want.sh is' f.am 1 1 y . to.' bE;' 1'; ie-ve .a:nCl.'t'r u st· i.rf "God 
. . '. 	 ~~ ,~.; ... '.~' ' .' 

:', 
), " f", 	 , ~ .,'. 

the same- waj he d6e~ • His son David .seemito be- the. cross 

. :relationsh.i.p is.·,tt-ie· ·:.tron·.~est. thrc.u.~hout.. ~hepla)l. ,He- i.':' 
"., . 

. . 	 " . 
hear 	his .. ':,onDa.....·id '5.a.y, "DearG.:;.d I btid ie'Ji? in ",·ou. i•· 

The, sO:::.n !. D-6.v'l d". Benj am i:.n,':I-=:, the f i r'5;t bor'n of' the 

.f,amily.·He
: 

happe-ns,to ,also be. 
. ~. 

the most i.ntel1 ige-n't tlolding 
,_. , . 

three cbllege degr~e~, ~nd always finishing in the top of 

. fa·:.h i on: 

. , .' . 

I 

http:Ae-want.sh


'Qw i ck t.-,j th a fl, i ppant a.ns...·Jer. Fresh ~ e 

disrespe~tful, u~ambi t)ou~, lazy, 'M6 p~inciples" 
no bel iefs, a drunkar'd, a gambler', a playboy" a 
f'ov'er,a,b,um,' a television IAlatcher' ,and .=0: lous)" 

;gui~ar player~r.(God's Favorite p.22). 
, ' 

His father' can not f'il;;ture out why he dCles riot do something 

1,,1i th his 1 i fe. [)av i d expl ai ns that he i's tr·yj ng to' over'come 

this t.;ribL~ condili6n th.t h. h••••• th.t of SOb.:n ••s, th.,,', 

v.."::orst' th,j ng , fha t ariyorl'? cou 1de}{per i e'nce. 
. ~. . 

David adds to the play,for it is through him that we 

can see a conclusion tCI a.Jlthe tragediesthat,hi,s f-3.ther: 

will exper i ence • rhe 0 ther members 'of .Joe'" s f,,s..in i 1),':, are used 

.. 
a.s fillers in' the I? lay. His lAd fe , Rose, seems only 

. . , 

inter·e'5.ted in her'. Jewelry which she c,~:rri'es with her 

throci~hout he~,timeon ,the stage. The twins~~ith their 

equal I.Q.'of '160 add some h'urnor·,.bLit n,CI re.al,va.luetothe 

ma.in theme ofthis.paper or the play. 

The secon~ major character is that: ofSidny Lipton.Hi~ 

heaVenl-y:me':;sengerc is-3. h'60ti~lg hysteric and shov..l-bi'z freak 

who de.li~}ers.onl";r',~IIImportar'lt documerlts.; no pacKages plea"::.e" 

(God""::, Fa~... orite p.37). "The~'Lor·d/s company. messenger comes, 
" , . 

co~plet~'~!th a swe~tshirt on which is",emblazorione~ a large 


"G." ,Sidney t-3.Kes: home,$137·':v.J"eel<;:>~d'he'adinit.s,:: .II/d 

d :r'

qui t, if I could only" get a'C';ar'.)el franch.ise n ar t',fiami 

.', . - ,'.' 

(America "36)." 


"Lipton has one'6f,.the mo"!;-t cornpl"ex"::characb?rs,:ih the 


play. Accordin,g tosorrlehe. i,s t·he:;l:c.~d'·'i,me)~:senger.• The 


cl::orl'lpyex i ty 'shol,>.)s tha.t th i s· 
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compares it to the book of Job~ one can only 'think that he 


IS. ::=ata.n himself.' The ,r'eason be'hind th,i'-;, is summed up i'n 


the -ge~era1 plq~ of the book of Job as We se~ that Satan is 


just returnin~ fromtou~ing the earth. The Lo~d allbws Satan 
" 

to do'whateve~ he~ishe~ to do:~phr~ i~rv~n~},Jb~~ 

Lipton vJouldbe the one th&.t Simon uses· t'o por·tt-a::ro' this_ 

theme - in' h i'~ P1 ,:<.y • - Wh~t make~ Lipto~'~ cha~act~~< so~omplex'. . .~ . 
.;- . 

'~I .. - I, ~ .' 

js the way he~seems ,to~ want to help Joithrougho~t, the play~ 

Dhe noli ces hov,le~)er that even ,though, he: "s., ((11 ed;'IJJi th'_good 

intenti.on·~~ in the :endhe 'vJi'llvJi:n out,,:ifjoe,tu~'ns, a~,.,1a)-; 

from God~ The co~nti~s~ ~xa~~l~ that he appeara on th~ 
:" ",.: I 

stage shows even mr:rr:~ t~&.t 'he [:rs, , tr·,Yihg<e.(~I:r'y pos"sible me&.ns. 

to win Joe Benjamin,fo~ his b~n plot,a~ai~st the Lord. 
-,',' , 

"The best exampl~ of sucb,an actio~:comes in the second 

a~t of the pl~y.lthappenstiQht after· Joe has alreadY 

1os tall of his ~·\,Ie a.l than d h i .s', he a 1 t h i. s on the _v e rg,e o,f 
- - , 

collapse. -Li~ton tries to fool Joe that he 'himself 'i~ God 

'by throwing his voice down 'the fireplace. He claims that 

he is God and wants J6e tore~ounce ~im. He claims it is 
, - 

all r'ight,"the, te·;:.'t, is over' and he can ::o'ell &.t the-Lor·d. 

After.th-O!.t the tr'uth cCr.mes out and ,Joe finds out ,that 

, it i·;:: _ Just Si dnl'~ tr::r'i ng to fCrol him once ,agai n., E....ren v,lhen 

.Joe is.:<.t his lOI/,lest'pointcrf,suf-fering~ 'he st'ill-'~ has t'ime 

to be sympathetic ~o Sidnl'. Sidn/, pl~ys on Joe's emotions 
- . . . 

and wins him over (along wi th the cro0d). This i·s the 


reascin hji charact~r is so c~mplex. 
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" "" ", I 
Th i·;:. t:orh i tof a.messenger- 'j s. the very.man wh~~illrun 

". 

the .·~h6v,~:· """ i t.i s· . Ii (i <.j·~b·: ·to ~'ive the' pl ~t .o·t the'p la,' and he 
. , , ' ", . ' .~ 

the~:~.i~ :c.alled·."on ·f·oma)::e sur"~' tha.t .'thepi6t :i t,ielf' 

del.)e.'lcip~.~·: H~' .br-i n~.s. th·j s con-d!= .booK6·( Job' t.o l'}fe. H~ 
_. , ", " .' . ~ ,1...'· 

'" J.' • 

. t he: :norrn~ ida)( to': da>' 1Tv i rig:" of the. 8e~jain i n· ... f a.rn i 1:~'f'n the 

. , , ' . , 

" , 

"',. 

Two.i-:.sues. s.hould ,be del.t·vJit.h 'irl' cbmparLn,g··the b,.:JI:)'" 

, " > _ '~" ',. • • .!1.; \ ~ ~ ~. " ',. ....:':';.' '!~:,~, ,,\, ~. ~. ~ '. 
bo'oks'~ The f Lr'st "i. s th'\?·thr·ee ma.j:or~· tes~ts" ·tha. t both men 

, :";~- ". 

·of .pr'oper:t)... ··and." 

V,lea Lth, ·;:.i.ckneis ~.nd. th.e l.o,:dn·g of {an;ti I.n look i r(g . a. ~ .. 

.tHe 

ta.kes "p la.ce· if'. "t.he; stbr- i es~. Job, anr-l S i m ion;' s . Joe 8enJam in . ~' .. :.' 

.... , 



I,': 

======~============~======~================~======*=------" ~ 

ar~ upstanding p~opJe. Why wd~ld God p~n1sh iuch people. 

The, whola ~uestiohof • whY,~oes Job su~fer?h-,needs to b~ 
, , , 


, " 


exam! ned' as wel,.1 (G-ottcent'67,L 

In the mi ddli?, of thef i.rst a."::t IAle, see i:hef i rst .:r:ttempt 

to mike ~6e ren6unc~ God.A~ter Sidnidel,lveis the,me~s~Qe, 

th~r'e' ar:e fi're engines hear:d~, The h...;'o men playa -que.sti:on" 

a.nd .;..ns.~·Jer· game and I:onc,lude, I)-Jith .Joe fir:-rdi.ng out that'his 

plant is an fir •. IJt is n We get -th~ fir~t p1ctur~of how 
- ,. . , . . 

much faith Joe really does have in God. SidOY asKs_~ha{ 

K j'nd i n'surance he_ hol dson, ,the p 1ant, and hOe rep 1 i es - tha. t 

God \I,la.S hLs_ on 1y -_ Lnsu r· anc e. 
It-is in the same fa-:.hicin tha.t l.tJe 'see the fir's t ' c r, i s· i ~: 

iri the': BooK of Jot;:..-.-: Jobw.i]-l 'loseal1{'hOSefhing~"th~.t 
pertain to"hi,:. business as'I,"~\l aSrh{sv'.lear.th:._:!,_T~ie tr~gedy

",',; 

,may not beset a cardbdard' box -f~:c:tory~ but, i t,'.ha-:.the,- S·9,me 

ArId; so cine' da)", IAlhi le 'sdbs, a.nd hi":"daugh'tl?r'~, IAlere, 
',ea..ting <arid drinK-,itlg IJJ'lne in':,t~l.e:, tiCiUSe. of ,f-heIP::' , 
oLdest br·other·, a me':;senger'came ;':tb JOb', a..hCi 's:a~i d', '
liTtle oxen IAlere plov.Jing and,the ,;trazing \,: 
besrde the,m, and,-the Sabea.os ".;i.r-ried :,the'l!r off:"i:~n 
,the-'r-ai d. 'They-_put, the_ herdsm~n"Lt.'~~he" :s~;Jo_~d, and 

, 	 L a1cine have escaped tc'::te 11 you-._ II ' G..lh i 1i{ he was, 
ye,t speaKing another c-arne and sai'd, ill ig'hti,ng ha.s 
fall~nfrom the heaven~nd str~ck th~.sh~e~ and 
the i r sheperds-_ and consumed them;, a.nd, I a-lone h,a.ve 

.esca.ped to tell you." ,1,.Jhi le' he v.'as st.i 1,1. 
ipeaking; anofhe~ cam~-and s~id, "TheChild~e.ri~' 
formed thr-ee col umn-i:, •. 9-e, i'zed'the came 1s~ carr i ed ' . 
them off, and put thbie,'teridi ngthem,to' the· sv,lor-d 
(Job 1:13-18) 

Thi~ fi~st tri~l b(ings-mu~h ~~ar to both men. 
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One could see that two v.ry well' off b~sines. men ha~e 
. ',/ 

nOl.,\1 str·u':K bottom. In the pI a:>, tfte "1.,1 i'etl.,lergets to see th.9.t 

'" " . . ~ 

. the B'enjam i rl fa.m i 1Y.,h re~ched the t,<oltom'. In 'the'-'a.ct that 

the ho~se~ Some of. the furniture has been used fo~ fire 

v,lood, . for the or, ce • r' i c h . f am. i 1 y t c< Ke ep v-'I.;:..rm. " 
- . , .. 

Joe takes a ~oment to explain to hi~familywhat 

goin<;;Jorl in hisl ife and tAlh5-'the entir·e.fami1y has ,to 

slJffer: 

•• ~Hal.,1e you ever stopped to thinK ~hy , after a 
l1fetime of luxury and p~osperjty,w~'re suddenly 
truing in a 'house ,thati's twelve degrees ,cold~r 
tharr i~ is o~tside?Have you won~ered why 
plumbers, e1ect~ici~n~, supermarkets have all 
hir'ned their·,ba.ck:s 9n us? ['Jhy the butcher tha.t I 

•have per·i:.ona.ll y . Kept i n ~bI.JS i ness for' f Hteen 
years, by buying the finest beef in the world, 
sends ·o0er meat that three of our cats ~alKed .away 
frQm?'~ The ans~\1er' .ii:.••·.;Thei:.e things a,r·e happening 
b'ecause theyar'e mear,t to happen .' The!tr·uth i '£'E. 

thai·I *m bei~g tested •••• CGodjs Favo~ite p.48) 

In·the pla)-'we 'see yet a.nc<ther att.a.ck on the v.Jea1 th of 
"" " 

fire th~twi1 1 destroy the e~tjr~ house. ~his wi 11 bring the 

Ben,jami n fami 1y to 'i ts Knees in pr'a)-~er, t,o asK the Lord to 

~nd thi~ terriblete~i. 

Bo'thuse a symbol i.: nature to re<"'.e::<.lthe te'£'E·t or bet 

th::<.t'·t~leGodand Satan are ha.ving. It seems to me that the. 

use'of ffre would~1early show the act~ 6f Satan." Fire and 

evil ar~seen as two iM the same. They ~re sort of a 

,"hell'istic" trait· associated V-,Iith Sa.t~.n.· God iss:hol.,'Jingno 

: " 

1 
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v.Jar-mth to the BenJa.mirl famj)y~' He s.e~i cold to.the entir-e 

.~ i t u a. t i 'cln . t h.a tis' go i r; g . on • 

; '':' :....: 

Just t.e 11 s the en ti r-e . fam i 1 y . tha t' 'ther·e'· wi 1Iha'v'e to be a , . 

few sacr-afices made ~nti1 t~j'~ enti~. ~t is over-.. Both 

men, Joe' and Job tal-::e the, test in str- if·e'. Ne j ther- wi " ..' 

r'eno'unce God ot)er' Just the j r' weal th. 

The second ·tr·ia.l tt-":'.t 1 l!..loul d 1 i ~~e- tc. look .::'.t come~. 

lNhe-n Joe is str-iKe-n lA}(th eve-r·xkind of Illness. This .;tc.es 

.in actor-darice with how the booK of Job unfolds, as we see- in 

The Dev i 1 pr'e n.t'S:. himself befor'e-the L.or-,d 
~', . , 

once--9.I~a.(n·~ u~happ)( that Job ·di d not r'enounce God a.fter-· 

1o·~ i n g a.,l 1.: of his \!Jea.l t h : 

•• Ha.i.)e yOU' not iced my se-r~van t· Job,. ,'a.nd tha.t' ther-e 
is no one-', ike him, fa(jI't1e'S:.s andupr-ight, fe-ar-ing 
God ~nd evil? He still .bb1ds fast to his 
innocence although' you incited me· against him to 
r-u~n him without cause-."· And Satan ,answe-r-e-d the 
Lor·d 'and .said~ "Sk.i nfclr-ski n !'A11' tha.t a man ·ha.s 
....,iill he ,9ive fop his li·fe •• ,But nC!\I·'.Put 'for-th,your
hand and tc.uch his bone.a.nd his flesh,. a.rld sur·e-.ly 
he ~111 blaspheme you to your-.face." And the Lor-d 
said to S'atarl, "He is in your- pOI.JJer-,;only spar-e' 
his·1 ife (Job 2i3-6). 

, ' '. , .' 
get Joe-:tp 'taKeout .a. small ..a.ddto r-enOU(lce God. The come-dy 

us.e-s :e-~'e-.r:y(hy ill ne-sses tha'tl;,tj 11 str- iKe" Jc.e- a.t'the- same-
C ,r ' " • • , 

.time- •. It':,star-ts of"Ari'th an·itch tha't ~JJi11·not,.stoP. Lipton 

e-xp1ai,ns:.th,at this is Just the- st.:i.r-tof· the- mi~.er->'. "They 

http:the-mi~.er
http:sur�e-.ly
http:bone.a.nd


can' pl.lt .an i tch o.n;~'c,ur· bac!t:, '·a. gor- ill a cou1 dn,·t r-each it 
.... 

(God's Favor-ite p.60)." 

E'v'en thr-ough the in ten:=,e itch i ng " ;Joe st i 1 ,l:=.ay·:,· that 
. . . 
'. . 

'God (s hi sGod ,'·and :··tha t he (~J i 11 riot r-enounce h Lm·. In tim~ 

he i~ ~tr-ucK with neur-a1gia,·'tennis elbow and hemor-r-hoids. 

. . 
Sidney then tell s 'Joe tha.tther-e is n,:,t adOctc,r- in the 

I 
w6r-ld that can help him. The plot thenc6ntinues t~ gr-ooo, I, 

a.s sever- states. 

1~lesee that· in time c,f despair- his fami 1>' 1ea.ves him tc, 

find a beotter' 1 ife. Befor-e' they go the vi~wer-s get~o s~e a' 

prayer-ser-vice··th~t the two but1er-s per-for-mfor- their- bois~ 
" , ," , " , 

This is yet anoth~r-simiJa~itytb th~to~ the book of Job. 

J'ob. is i nfe,:ted (.oJi th si o::::kness in the samel/.J,:'.)'" tha.t ..Joe 

i:=. in God/·:;; Fa.vor·ite.In the rnidd1e'ofthe :=.ecorid chapt.er

~·.Je. see that Sa ta.n . has i nf 1 i cted Job (/.J ith" the f·o11 0(/,1 i ng: 
. , 

" ••• So Sa,ta.n v,lent fc,r·th fr-om .. the, pr'eserlce'of the Lor'd and 

smot~ J6bwith seve~e boils f~om the ~oles of' hisf~et fo 

the cr-own of, his head" (Job2:7-S). 

Mor-eimpor-tantlyooe se~ anothe~ simi1ar-ity that Simo~ 

p u 1 1:=. 0 f f, r- a the r: h Um 0 r' 0 u ':. 1< i n h i:=. p 1 .ay • 

tr-ies to.'g~t him to. justr-enounce God and get i.t over- with~ 
, -' >""' 

She,~~n't stand ·it aMymor-e! . In the middle of Act II we 'g~t 

'"'I 

I' '·}e.. ' ha.d e nc,l.! gh, , Joe.. k1e..··v Eo a1:i":h a.d ~J'~I oci'~h ,;' I " 
I . .o.),:o.n t 
YOU r-

my DaVid back. I ~.,I·~.ntmi house ba.cK.· 
ton 9u etc, go dovm •• "~ f'1ak ~ i t':;S top:.Joe. 

I~\ian t 
p·i 'e;~,se 

m.~ke it stop~·. 

... "

;, ,,",,"" 

http:chapt.er
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.;.pON'~TELL Me'THERE~SNOTHINGYOU CAN 'DO! Y6u 

knowwh~t yoU can do. You can stop it all. Joe, 

with thre~ 1 ittle words. You cari erid your 
misery,••• Sa)'i,t Joe ••• (God·'s Fa.verite, p.73).

. .' . ' 

We see the same r'eact jon to Job"s VJi fe ,i nthe· bi bll ca.1 

stor·y. IIThen his, ~·J,i.fe sai dt.;. h im~ . you still hoI d i og.ar-e to t 
)"our' i nnoci:ence? ,.cur·'S/? God -?tfid di'e ~ •• (Job 2:9)'." Bu t "e ...·1en 

thr.::.ugh all thepa in an(;j sor',rovJ tha't.they fee 1,. even 'though 
" .. -, ~, . 

thetr fami'l ies ha~waik~d'out and,l~ft them,alon~, neither 

m·an r-enouMces' the"::i3'6d that, 'made 

The. t'hir·d tr;ial that this 
",' ~ 

dead i ng tIJi'th the ,tOE.·S of Dav i d 

ear1yirl the seco'nd act iAle halJe 

him'.' 

, <:" ~ap.r w11 1 discuss 
, - tha. t 

, 

to ,the f,ami 1><, E....ler E.j nce 

been Kept., E·ome dis'tance fr-om 

where he"m:ight b~,:'AE.:,t,9;ted'in theseco,nd trial', Ro:,e 

wants her Dal..,'id ba_c~~. ,Thi's.mighf be the,mo'st'complex of 08.11 

the ,trials th~t have tak~n pi~ce so f~r. ~Thjs,as explained 

i'n the'stor·y is the'mc!st ,tru!?l, but afthe, same t:ime the 

rea.der, can see tha tthr·,·oug.h ,'th i ,S' ae t ion, ther-e is an 'end to 

the t~itind. The vie~e~/ri?ader ~ilJ ~etto s~e a'sbrt of - " - . ,. . . . '. , .. ', . ~ ~. , 

resti~rectfbnth~~~wh~n Da~i'd do~s return~ ': 

As E,hollJn in ,the, character- ,anaJ,ys.:is., David:-..i:s a drunk,en. , . " ,. , . ;, 

bum~, E",'erl v.Ji th '~. 1-1 hi s f o8,u 1 t,s, , ..Jele 1o~, e'~ ;h'i::. fir's t: b,or n • 

He VJ,ijl, 91 ve, up ali: he has J~st to hear', h'im::~a-t~"tha~,';he 

be 1 i'e·J e E. in· ,G'od. Dav i d r'e t u r' n 'S, h emi?:,;:':f t, e t·,:" t h:~ r':es t .. O:f::::.,t h e 
. ~ " '. '.' 

fam~ly has left Joe behind.' He ha~ been, gone so long, that 

'he does:n6t ever( knov.r that· the 'house, ha:.· bur-ned down., 

'._, 



.' ~ '. 

i 1 

. , 

'-'As "Da'iJ 'i-d' erl t'er<s th.e. ~c:erre', "~To~ 'ge ts' -the ,", fm'p'r·e.ss:Lon tha t ..
. I:' 

He ma~~s.th. t6mment. t~~t his ~on is 

de:.ad·.'drutd{. Da~;id, .'fe.el j'rll~;' h j st.·.Jay·,ar·o':irid the stage', says 

II not :de.~d .dr'u'rlk •.• ~i:,] j nd dr-ur,k;' but I ·am'.notdr.unK:a·n·ymor.e"· 

(God' s:--·'Fa.l)o·r· i t~··p ~ 84). He,ar- j ~Ig th j :=;ltJe -:;·ee. ang~.r·, cr-y out 

God: 
.:. - . 

, I·::. th j'::, >'bur- ·~JJor·k'?.~· .Is 'th i i -)~c,ur tes·tof fai fh 
"·a.nd.,lolJe?·~~·You'b1 ind'my.fir··st-born son ind if,ill 

expe.ctme·to]ov>?>'9U,?" Puni.ii.'h in>?, 'n'ot him! 'Blind, 
me, '.ncft my. son ...Where i s;Y'c';.Jr- l'ove.? --('our' 
r.:·o~p·ass i C,rl,'?" You'" ;j u'stlce? •• X At1··ANGRy AT '10.(1 . 
GOb! REALLY',' REA [L'" ANGRY! ',.' •.• And SrI LLI ,d.:;m" t, . 
r·.~nounc>? YO'~! ·:H.jl,tJ do :9b~"';1IKe: "tha.:t' 'God? (God"s 
Favor (te' p. 84~85)"" .. .' - .. ' ;'. , . '~;~ 

L'j gh tn in,g a.nd ma:(y' C Laps off~;;:ur;:der:"" td~,e;; I~.ri:d.' B.a:v jd:,.. c·r,j e·s'· au t 

II I. th i nKh~d dJ ng .hj~:'eyes ~·'·t.hen t~'k j':ti,,;(h j S: f,:a;ntli;;,:·awa¥". 
- - . - ....., ~ 

that'd) d i t ,Pop'!'{~ '. ~ (God',·~· Fa"; or-·j \e:.;p·:,85 )'~ ':': : 
" .!._' , '. ~ ".' ", " ...,:~ : 4 

, - ., ' , 
.' .. Th>?.test j ·~,6'Jer 

. . . 

~~~om~nt··to ~ay h~ is 

Tlie : r esur· r' e c't i: on .·t heme 'c'ome .~:; ~~·.l i t}~' :af· .. t h'f s.;p)o'j'njt i n ····th e 
. '-,' - ,;; '. . ~- . ;' . , 

". stor·)'·~.·:tvla·rl.;":bi bl ic:::a.'.] "themr?E, ·cc.me·a] j'~;e '.a:=-', the famil.Y .:omes 
. .' '." . ~ 

. ' .. 

. b<;t.cK·l.·j'i:th·. eno·l.Jgh' ·foc.d. to.:·h:,:,,'.)e·a· fea';:t:,:.'!/ T'h\,,'v,'hol e. filii i 1¥ .has . 
, . ~' . '. '- .. " " ,. . ;--'" . ~; 

r->?tu·r:n~d·hclme··.a l.or;g 'i,,:'ri t~1 'the" pr;qd j'9a] .'. ~on·. 

A:~. ,the'.e n d .:.{ .. HI ~ . p'l' a~.... 'Ij}~ se eDa.v· ida1~rre' on the st a.ge 

l"d,·th~; j,s f ~the r: •.. :He"X ::r:ke s ,~:' m;~rrren t . t'~ a~sureh i ~ dad.' that 
" ,', . ....,. - . 

. ~ ,",.' . 
." 
 ,t" , " , 


he, j s f j ne" t tj a.l)·k. :G';~d! .. Joe<.e~~pl a:j nE. to hi ::..sont'Flat.f;e.. '. 

. c,f J,:.e '·'svo.i c e. H~ , c1 inc h e:.e:,· 'hi sf j' s .:.an d -=,h ake. s· them at· 
. . ~. -

.. , . '.Joe t·a:Kes 

, . 

.<- ) 

, '. 
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sa( ~hat again. As Joel'eaves, David take~ a moment of 

prayer on staoe: 

Okay, Gbd':i:lf yo~, got room~for one:more,count me 

in'••• I .justv.J.arited to thank yc.u for' spar' i ng my: 


.. f k.. the r' .' s 1i fe'~ .'. Th -Eo. i: -: s.~ 1 1 I t/Jan te d-:.a.Y ••• Arne ri . 

. ( God / .:., F -Eo.~! 0 r' ite' p. 87) .-', . 


·:.on 
.... 

VJas: bJi nd to ,the·' re.-Eo.l i tyof. 'God, . but through· exper: i'ence he': .... L 

re.-Eo.l ize-:. Hla t . ther'e . i s .a·God .'thathe do'es t.e 1 i evei h· then . 
.. 

,He n'otA),vJill ';1'::" through t/,lhat.his·f,,,,.ther: ~,~s·gon'.?thr,:;:.ugh to 

,see. hO!.-\1 true h'is'fai'th is; ·I,.,)eknot", ·tha.t 'this ''Ali 11., be the 

case asS~~ny ~pp~~~s ~nd tel,ls David that .thereis.Someon~ 


who is absolutelj crazy~b6~t him. 


This·part· is ,8 little different tofh~t o'f the' book of 

. 	 . 

~J ob.· . J.;Je·. do, . hi::'!'-'Je~' e r ,.-:.e'e, e f, ou gl1 . s im i l.ari t"i e-:. ,to make a 

. compar i son be tl}Je~r; the .'+.v,)O IJ..lor·~~·s·: on'ce· .aQ·a,in: •. IlJe .p i ck up ,Job. 
. - '.:', 

1a. t e 	 i f"I the f i r's t c h .apte r' to: s h at ....1 ~I':.w h e too lose -:. s c.m e 0 f 
. ':'. 

h is f -Eo.m i ,1 y: 
:.:' 

••~Y6ur son.s and daugh~~r. weree~tiD9 a~d 
. dr' ink i 1"1 6 "A) i n e iTI' the' ~I'::.li-:. e 0 f the i r' 'e 1 : efe s t : . 
·br. 0 t h'e r' ~··IJ..'h en' su qdenl y ~. or eat tA) i r\;:l 'c'~.rrle :-'a·2/o-:.~.:' 
. the des~'r t and -::fr;.:.te t'hefci(Jr.··c:orner's. of .the· 
hOI.Jse •. It f,e"11 up.:.n the::yoQ:ri~' 'p'~o'p'le' and:·:i:h:~\..': ~r'~ 
.de~d (Job 1:f~~19). '.' . . . . . 

The fir-:.tthing that !.-'Je can notice',is th-Eo.-tboth'c~m~·by, 
., <. 	 .'. '1::' 

. 	 . 
that 	of.the i r' .:.1 ,je-:.t son., 

We s~e that ~hest6ry Qf Job goes onto sa~t~~t he. 
, . 

be~ins"tocurse the day that he was b~rn. He w~s'upset at 

http:fr;.:.te
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II 
~.l 1 that was happening, but still did not sin, nor· say II 
anyth i ng d i soespec Ifu 1 .t owards God •. The b i bl i c., 1 story then II 

Igoes into a series of letters of discussio~s between Job and 

his -Fr· i ends. At the end of the bClc,k li·.le see ~.lmc,-=.t the same 
I' 

as that in the play. The restoration of Job as he alone 

passed the test that God allowed Satan. to admininister: 

.. the Lord restored the prosperity of Job, after 
he had prayed for his friends: the Lord even gave 
Job twice as much as he had before. Then all his 
breatheren and his sisters came to him, and all 
his former acquaintances~ as they dined with him 
in the his house . 

r 

... ·Thus the Lord blessed the latter days of Job 
mor'e th.::O.n his earl ier ones., • <'Jc,b 42: 10-12). 

Both men are reunited with their famil ies and friends. 

We also see clearly that the test is over and God in his 

grace blesses bbth in a very special way, In the BooK of 

Job, he is blessed with children and many grandchildren as 

he finishes out hi-=:. mort~.ll ife. In both cases, they are 

restored to a better means than before for they did not turn 

their back on God throughout the entire test. 

The Book of Job and Neil Simon/s, God's Favorite have 

1 ines. The re.::O.der ·:.hould notice th-3.t the fir'st impl ic~.tion 

is tbat of the main character, Joe Benjamin. Hi,:. 1 i f e ·::o.n d 

dedication to his God~ along with the weal th that he 

possesses has the same structure as Job in the bibl ieal 

version of the Book of Job, Sidney Lipton and his diverse 

character adds to the testing that both stories hold, 

http:mort~.ll
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, , 

Lfpton ~nd his Satan,~haracter tries to add temptation to 

win Joe oue~ tohis w~yS, just as Sata~does in th~ biblical, 

II
boo~ o~ the same story', I
I' 

the ,~C t u a 1 tEo s tin 9 t h ~. t t a. K e s p 1:a.: e 9 iv e s, f u hJ r e 

I 

eviden~e 6f the close struct4~e of both~' The first test is 

, , 

that qfJoe losing all of hi'? Ij~le,~lth,Althl;)ugh th,e wealth 

is d i ffer'en t i 11 both stories, and the 'means of J os i rig the 

wealth taKes a different rou,te, onecann~clt help but notice 

'the rE'sembl ance ~ Both men, a,re broKe, but st i U 'do not 

re'noljnce ,their;, lord. 

,The, next test is that of the losing of thei~health.' 

Ag.ain both do not,r:'ece'ive the ,same illnesses, for' ,Simon i':' 

VJ~iting acgmedy. One cans.~,the, sime '~tructural,~outl ine, 

in the two ito~iBS~ ~nce ag.in, ,both men stl,ll uphold their 

1 oue ~.nd devotion to the i rGod ~ 
, 

The 
, 

third arld"final test is the l,osing,of th'eir 

children. 1his is where Simon taKe~ a differe~t means to 

'carry but,his plot.' In the bibl ic~l ve~.ionofthe BooK of 

Job we seet'hat',Job'l'o':.es"al'l of ,his childf'en to death. In 

the S i rri~n' c 1 a-,ssi': vJe see that all the ct-Ii 1 dr'en 1 ea·ie Joe 

,Ben.jamin'··s side,- b,ut none aC,tua-.lly'die'." David, the one' that 

ties .i rl ma-.ny themes ~/,li ththe bi bl i c,al book, c.:ame:, the 

closest'to relating the t~o ,stories once again. His 

addici;Lorl toalcc.hol a.nd disre,spect t.o the love of ,the Lor·-d 
, , 

, ' 

causes a bl indnes~ that h~lp~ bring fhe'st~~iE'sto'~n end. 
" ' , 

The restorati6~ o~ his sJehimarKs the!e~d tathe Simon 
.' .~ 
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c 1 a.ss i,c. Satan is defea t.~d, for even 'a.f ter" all the' cr·ue 1 

teits preformed" neither, Jo~ Berijamin'rio~Job ren6~rice~he' 

love foi their God~ Both are bl~ssea f6r many years,to 

The second issue ,~hat h~eds to be adress~d is the 
, .' .' , . 

pr'obl em of trleodicy". Tha.t: is, t-;ow ca.n .;..n .~.ll ~po'''Jer'ful "GodII 

allow such things'to happen in this world. In 0~iw 6f this 

paper a better questio~ to be asked is "Why does JOb 

iuffer?~We ~~e ~told'from the begiriiri~ of:the book that Job 

is a"bl.~.meres~. a.nd'upright I~na.n", by bc.th' the narratc.r· a.nd 

b~~' God (Gottcent ,67) • Thr'ee, pos"-:.i bl e i nter·pa.t.;..t Lons to of 

the divi~e motive arer a test, a wager,. o~ no go6d reason 

a.t all. 

"', 

The first Ls to be v... hit seems t.:), be the mo·:;f, 

fundarrient"al. Af.ter· the di-:.cu-=:.·;:.ion beh...leen Sata.n and God" 

Job must take a test to pro0e' that ~odhas not sp6i led hi~ 

into bel ie\}(ng. "Put forth thy har,d novJand touch a.ii tha.t 

he h.;::', __ and he IlJi 1,1 ,dirs§:, the,e to thy ,fa.,:e"; Satan' predi cts' 

to Goq" (Gottcent ,68)." Thl.Js ",God .:all oV;lsSat~.p to do a.-:· he 

'," 

One might ~h~nk that it is', 
, I' 

a "crl.J:l e test:'l..Ihen Sa.t.;..ni·~ .;..ll,::rvJed to'infl iet mor'erTd'~er'~'" on 

Job afterthefi'r·'st·'test"i-:.finished and h'e l still remain·-=:. 

fa i thfl.J,l • 
" :'. . 

,OnecmaY look ~t tbe theory of the test~ as being that 

'I·ofa.bet or' .:i:'.... seri~s of "I. qar·ey.::ru to'·s ••• ~'.' '111/11 bet the 
," ., 

, . " 

if:.: you ':let me heapafev... affl ittion-=:.Q!"I 



====*========;======:::;;;;;;=============1~':::::::::'---~' 
16 

,.~ .. -. . 

him" and God r'espon "You"'r-e '2n!!I·:<,Got.t.c,ent, 68)., ,'This 
.~ >". 

howe'ver I..'Jou'l d sho!)') God all c1t.J[,rig ,:S'a, fan'" fo 'd'es'troy, ,Job 1,...,,1 I 'thou t 
.- .~.., . . '. 

a tru~,'re~son,or ,cAuse. 

the purpose of the,'bet.; Nothing::J':i.:,r:i=';.1(})9~Un,ed,bYthe· bet 

forGod~s wag~~. Satan t~e~ r~ th~~hl dn~who ~ould 
~ ........ "' .. '; ::: 
 Ir ' 

It cou 1d bea .;:orrib I n·~'t(ohofthe·~ ~.i~:st· h,rcr theofi e':i: I' 
that would lea.d orle to the fi,n'a.l ~6nelr.Jsi.on.,that ,ther-'eis 

, " 

~he test~ur'ns, into 

a ....Jager·.th.:o.t turns, inter a.,w:ager·t!-,at God l.ater .real,ize·E, is 

fool ish. He thus retur~s to Job double' of what he t09~ 

, ' 

There is no, rea.,l ' ansvJer' tel the quest Ln of, "Wh:ldoes .Job 

SI.Jffer?"(Gotteent,p68): •. Nbr i~ thi?re,ananswerto, I/."Iho 

benifits form ,such ~_~hai~enge.Howeve~~'~est,wa~~~ or no 

, , 

g.::ood, r·e§!!.son ,:at all,· prov ides, one of the', be,st storyl I nes that 

Nell, Simion uses t~ p~odueeda, classic play, God/~~Favorite. 

He ':i·eems to have' h,:o.d· the 'abi (r,t}, to, re ....Jr·1 te the book of Job 

i nte., a ':c 1ass i ceo~edy. 

," . 
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Unless other-Wiseindica.ted,a.i.1 Scpiptu~·e textsar<e from The 
New,American Bible, copyright' 1970" by the Cathol j,c 
~ubl ishing Co. " 
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