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WHAD T3 COIELPLATIOT?
by Thomag werton,

Contempletion ie the work of the Hol; Ghcet acting on tur souls
tkrousk Hie 2ifte of Visdom &nd &ni Understanding with sgpecisl in-
teneity to incresse &ni perfect our love for Him.

God often measures Hie gifts by our desire to receive trem.

If you desire intimate union with God you muet be willing to piy
tke price for it.

The Discource of Cur lord Jesug Christ st the Last Supper, Hie
epirituel testament, was & summary of the whole spiritual life.

"For thies i8 eterncl life; That they may know Thee the oniy true
703, snd Jesue Chriet whom Thou héet gent.”

Thet they rmey te rede perfect in one.
active contenpleéticon prepires the wuy for love.

The liturgy tendse to bring the sowl to pcssive or infused contem-
nlstion bty the power of thet great centrcl setion, the iLess.

Tre Three Divine Persons will manifest themselves C .LL 7HC LCOVE
HIl..

0Thoee devoted to Catholic zction) enjoy & kind of "mesked" con-
templeaetion.

hyeticel eonterplation is sn intvition of Jod born of pure love.

It ¢ & gift of God that absolutely treanccends &ll the nuturdl capu-
cities of the soul &nd vhich no ren can tcquire by any efiort of his
own.

Contempletion is an intellectuel experience of the fecd that God is
infinite Love, that Ee hae given Eimself to ve, &nd thet from hence-
forth, love 1c €ll1 that metters.

A cimple ettitude of patient weiting in darknees restores order
and hsrrony to the soul.

The surest sign of infueed contemplation behind the clcud of derk-
nece ig & POWERFUL?T LIYSTE.IQUS ~AVD YET SIL.PLE A?TRACTICM™ WHITH HOLDS
THE SCT'L PRTSOWER I THIS DARXVYESS AVD 02S8SCUAITY...I2 HAS 10 DESIRE
™C ESCAPE FROL. THIS ARIDITY...BUT &7 THE SAME TILiE 7HERE IS 4 SRCWE
IMG @ONTICTICN THATD JOY AYD PEACE ATD FULPILLLENT ARE CYLY C RE
POTMD SCLLEVHERE I THTS LOMELY ICHT OF AXIDITY &0 FaIlE,

The sl one day begine to reclize, in & renner completely vnexpec-
ted £ni curpricing, tret in thie deérknese it hee found the living
God...The darkness remsine &g derk ss ever snd yet, eorehow, it ceems
to have become brighter than thre brizhtest day.

Fror. then on ite whole life if treneforred....It coneists of one
thovgkt, one love; GOD ALOWF,

It ig very irportent to have a competent zuidence =znid instruvection
in the weye of contempl:stive preayer.




The moet irportent thrking of ¢1l 1e to get some realizstion of whet i
God is doing in your eoul.

You sire out ¢f your depth. ]

Avoid everything thet will brins unnececséry complicetions into

your live...Do whet yov dc quietly ani vithout fues. Seek eclitude
&2 much es yov csasn, dewll in the sllence of your own goul &nd rest
there in tke eimple &nd ecimplifyin~ light whick 304 is infueing into
yon.

N0 not te too &nxioms sabcut your sdveancerent in the weys of préyer....
The pethe carnot bech&rted «ni recsured.

Everything becores & cource and occagion of love.

The conterpletive findes equel joy in the pleasures @and pains of
rrortel exiestence.

He veees conterplutives to commvnicate His love to other men.

The true conternpluative suffere from the fuct that he thinks he is
without degire of God; and tiat very fact besurs witnees ot his de-
gire...He contradicts kis own feere b, the very intencity of THE
AMGUISH WITE WEICH HE LONGS ®0X GOD.

Be content to remain in lcneliness &nd isolation &€nd dryness ang
engvish waiting vpon God in darkness...Do not be anxious or ggifg¢//
golicitoue to perform great worke for Him until He leads you Himgelf
by obedience and love &nd the events which His Providmmace directs.

PRAYIWG THE BSALLS

If we sre to pray well, we too must discover the Lord to whom we
spesk, and if we use the Psalms in our preyer we will stend & better
chanee of sharing in the discovery which lies hidden in their words
for s8ll generatione. For God has willed to maéke Himeself known to us
in the mystery of the Zsslms.

There are no songe which better express the Church's soul, her de-
glree, her lonzing, her esorrows &and her joys.

God B & given Himeelf to her in them, &€& throughk in & se&crement.

Tte whole Pealter hes tlways been regarded by the Church, in her
liturgy, &€¢ though it were & cumrery &nd compendium of &l that God
hee revesled.

The Chuwrch loves the Psalms bec&uege in them she sings of her exper-
ience of God, of her union with the Incarn&ate Word, of her contemplc-
tion of God in the liystery of Christ.

If we reelly come to &now &nd lcve the Pgalms, we will enter into
the Church's own experience of divine thinge. Ve will begin tc kmow
God as we ov~ht.

It ie quite poceitle that our luck of interest in the 2sulms con-
cegls & secret lack of interest in God. For 1if we Lave no reual inter-
est in preiesing Him, it ehcwe that we hsve never reslized who He is.
.o Their e¢ponteneity mekes them songe without plan, bectvse there wre

bo blveprinte for ecetsey.




Yet &t the csne tine, the ®salme are rugged &nd sober. Their ero-

tione are controlled, ¢nd the very control increases their inteneity..
The tremendoue irpeect of the Bsalm is buried at & very deep spiritual
level, and then we must prey on that level in order to feel it at ll,

When we praise God, etys St. augustine, there must be order in our
praise..."The best way is to seek the way of preise in the Scriptures
of God.,"

One h&s to be & heelthy, eimple person with & lot of faith «nd encugkh
freedom fror the testes san 3 prejviices of our time tc be &ble to
appreciuate the irnugery of &nother r&ce &nd &ze. we must be, to some
extent, "Orientsls."

To vndercstend the Psalne, we rust experience the centirents they
expreses, in f¥ff{/our own hesrts.

St. Auguvetine concludes, our eternsl 1ife of praise rust beglr here
on earth, in time,

The Psalms lead us to contemplstion.

The preyer life of the Church continues on earth the prayer life
of the Incarnete Word,

Tovhere csn we be rore certain thet we &re praying with the holy
Spirit thén vhen we priy the Peelns.

fEACE I THE YILL OF 50D, thies is the foundution on wkich the peslm-
iete build their edifice of preige.

They €11 end in petce.

e think of ovr ordin&ary experiences in their light und with their
words.

Begsidee our own perccnel tricls, we find in the Zsslms the sufferings
and etrvg>lee of cociety.

coy in preieing God ie tke pure ecsence of the gpirit of the Church's
prayer.

Trhe Lord tecoreg our joy.

Indeed, if ve ceek only to "get comething cut of trewm" we will per-
heéps get lees than we expect, =znd zenerous efforts ney be frugtruted
because they e&re turned in the =rong direction; tow&rd ourcelves
rether then towsrd God.

In the lset snelysis, 1t 1ie not =0 much whet we zet out of the leslne
that rewesrds w, as whet we put into them.

Her KASIFICAT sprang from the deptha of her =soul &ni gives us & kind
of synthedie &nd summary of &ll the -oetry of the Cld Testament.

Cur life of prasyer will come to reproiuce somethins of the inner life
of the Holy ..other of Gog.
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THE SISW OF JO0NMas
Y 7 CLAS MERTOY

¥
o

Bume nly epeakinz, our e’forts ¢o show our love for 503 by puri-
fying our hesrte, refresh &nd delight Him. It is for this that He
thirsts. Hig S3ITIC if for the »vrity of our hearts, the emptinese
of our hearts, that Eis Jjoy, His freedom =nd Hir immensity mey fi ll
them. If He ce&1 be s8id to thirst it is because He thirsts to do
ug good, to smmre His infinite Life with us. But we prevent Eim by
our celfishness form doing so. Detachment will procure for us the
greatest good, the pure love of God for Himself alone because He
alone ie good: ALOR AMICITIAE. That 1s the bond of perfection
trat unites vs to Eim. "Above all things have charity, which is
the bond of perfecticn $khet-unites-usand may the peace of Christ
exult in your hearts, in which you are called unto one Boiy. .ingd
be graeteful” It seems to me that & 11 mysticasl theology is wn-
taine? in those two lines. Super Cmnis: this love is above all
tkinge becauge it iz the end for which we ware created. It is
perfectiona &nd sanctity. It is the only thing necessurg. It is
bdvonA &1l rode und 811 law., It is the bond tmt unites us to Goa,
It wnites ve immedistely to Him and it unites us to one another in
Him. £2Znd e0 we decome one in Christ &nd Christ lives in us «nd
His pe&ce exulte vs. There ig no other true joy.

"Also criticism by itself, even true criticism, does not do much
good in & monastery. We stand much more in neel of encouragement,
of pogitive and clexzr direction. We know well enough what is wrogg.
with us, but the monotony of the life sometimes mrkes us do0 dejec~
ted that we cannot seem to do anything about it. What we need above
all are words that will meske us love one @nother &nd advice that #
will mske us strong as to overcome evil with z00d. However, when

8 Superior uses T is aunthority o correct &n abuse, the effect is
quite different. It is the Superior's busginess to correct &buses~
tactfully, of course, but he rust correct them, %hen he does so

in the risht way the whole community feels cleaner, &nd there ie
beace.

"Insomnia c&n become = form of contemplation. You just lie there,
inert, helpless, ¢lone, in the derk, &nd let yourself be crvshed by
the inscrutable trranny of time. The »nlunk bed becores an &l tar s

ani youv lie there without trying to understsnd zny lcnger in whet
gence you c&n be c¢rlled & szerifice. Cutside in the world, where
it ie night, perhaps there is =t meone who suddenl}y seczs that some-~
thing he has done is Lorrible. EHe 1s most unexpectedly sorry &nd
finds himeealf able to préy...

Charled de Foucsuld had a terribly hard life in the desert. Cne
look a2t hig nicture will tell ycrall you need to know about it.

All my desired draw me more =2nd nmore in that direction. 20 be
little, 80 be nothing, to rejoice in your imperfectionsg, to be
glad that youv are not wortry of wttention, that you are of no acc-
ount in the uvniverse. 7This is the only libveration. The only way
to true solitude.

"Somehow, I haéve to give up this thinz that I love above every-
thing else on ecrth BECAUS® THE IL°VE OF 3CD IS GRFATER. Tt seems
like & contradiction: bec&use what I have to zive up is, in the
last &nalysis, what T am convinced is the rost nerfect way I coulg
love 8nd serve God! But that is PER SE. 251 A~CIDW’3 there is
something greater: to renounce the purest of all vocations simply
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tecenee it 1e not the one 503 h:4 chosen for me--to accept some-
trinz in whichk it seers likely that my highest personal ideals

will be altozether frustrated, purely because of kisg love, His will.
He who loves me prefers it this way, &ad to eccept His love is to
gend vo to Him the incence of the purest prayer, the sweetest praise
withovt pletsvre fcr ryveelf--und yet in the end it is & supremen é
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"?hie week, the week full of the Goly Ghost--I found out once rore
something of the Joy there ie in being nothing «nd in depending on
Cur Lady for everything. Thie is the key to the scimplest 8n1 eusi-
eat way of the interior 1life: T0 héve no greatness or holinese or
distinetion that one e=n claim as one's own but to raly entirely on
her love 2nd her protection--knowing trat she will obtsin for vs,%
at the right moment, grace to do the good thing thit %0d wills us
to do. TFrom tnen on the whkole spiritual life becomes nothing else
but & question of lookinx to her in confidence and faithfully re-
ceiving everything that comes to us through her without clinging ¢
to it or keeping it =#s our own, &ni without reflectinz on ourselves.

"o matter how cirple disconrse mi: be, it is never simple enough.
Mo mette - row wimple thought muy be, it is never eimple enough.
Yo metter how e imnle love nmey be, it 1s never siwmple enough. The
only thing left is the simplicity of the soul in God, or, better,

the simplicity of 5Sod.

"?0 belon> to 504 I have to belon=z to myself. I heve to be &lone-
at le-gt interiorly €lone. This mesns the constant renewal of s
decieion. T cennot belon= to pepple. None of me belongzs to any-
body btvt 50d. =sbsolvte lenelinegs of the imeginstion, the memory,
the will. Ly love for everybody is egual, neuvtral =znd clean. o
exelvusgivenegs. Sirple sni free 2o the sky because I love everybog
and em poceegged by nobody, n-t held, not bound. In order to be
not remembered or even wanted I have to be a person that nobody
knows.

"There sre mény declsrations mede only because we think other
people are exvecting ve to ne&ke them, The silence of God shonrld
teech ue »hen to o eak sn4d whea not to eseuk. But we cannot besar
the thovght of silence leest it cosgt ue the trust «nd the respect
of men.

"Cur ohedience =nd even onr nt tience are tasteless wnd without
govor to 503 vnless He be the ctvse of 211 our sctions &nd of our
sccentence of sufferina,

"Yecterdayy; out in the beginning of s snowstorm, 3ioped into the
gapiritval notes of Ch&érlss de Fouceguld #nd w.s moved by their ih-
tensity. He epeaks to Cod in a clear and vibrant voice, cirple

words, eantences of fire. This voice rings in the eurs of your

heart after you have put the booky away and turned to others less
saintly, even though they msy be religious voices too.

~"The terrible thing about sickness is thet you tend to think you !
are gick. Your thoughts are nsrrowed down to your own little rug '
of & tody. &nd yor teke care of her. .y 50d, forzive me. 1 tuke :
cere of ryself too well...

"It ie the impurity of immeture pentnce thet brings distress, but

deev sind hidden sufferine ie joy. 2art of this Jeoth anid this
\ i s e £y a4 O
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hiddeness comes fror the fzct thut such suvflering reully DILIVIZHES

vov, reduces voun to nothinz, plices you in derkness, &nd tells you
von ere nothinz =#ni timt, pe the T..270A2ICM g&ys, 'The 0ld rean le ;

not dead.' And vet, love can eigily zet rid of le--th ouxzht not ¢ ?
g0 ruch our love &g Christ's, wr {ch Tecomes ours.

"Femoue but unknown, tired ani powerful, & min without virtue =nj
without orayer, impotent, hungry, &t peace, unsble to speak, look-
Ing «t the valley: YHC IS LIK®W UM20 GODI

God, my God, here- is a tmaitor who loves You beyond speech!
And yet I have no love. I hs®e no moon. I Love no valley.

"heét ie my new desert? The néme of it is CO.L2'S3I™. There is no
rildernees s0 terrible, so teautiful, so crid wnd so fruitful ags &
the wilderness of compsggion. It is the only desert that cshall
trvly florrieh &nd bleossom &ni rejoice with joy. It 48 in the Jdes-
ert of compiggion that the thirety land turns into springs of water
tk<t the noor =2crsegg =211 trinzs. There sre no bounds to contiin
the inhsbitante of thie colitvde in which I live =lone, as isolste?
a8 the host on *he =ltar, trke food of sll men, belonginz tc 11 &nd
telcnzing te none, for So0d is with me, £nd He sits In the rvins of
my hegrt, nrecching His Gosvel to the poor.

Do you sunpoge I haéve & gepirituval life” & have none, I &m
indicence. I &m eilence. I =m voverty. I am solitude, for I have
rencunced epiritwality to find God, and He is is %¥ho pre &ches
loud in the depthe =f ny indigence, sayin 'The »nlace is too
gtrait for re, make me room to dwell in %Isaias, 49:20) I die of
love for yon, Corpageion: I tske yov for my Lady, &8 Froncis
rerried noverty I rerry yomn, the Jueen of hermits &ni the .other
of the n»oor.

Meeeeets 18 usml, in the Xinzxdcn of zecven, by ziving up what I
vanted I ~nded up by raving rore then I ked thouszht of wantins.

"THAD WAS FRACTLE Ers REOAT Z0UMRMWUL. I OLOYED WHADY TAS 1.0ST TR-2TIL.
I IOCKED T7TeO™ WHAT Weg MODHINC., I 1(“T"’ 'D THET WAS WITHOTT stmi
STATAT ATy TTTHTWM YHRD "‘% wers IOALLY the voice of God hesrqd in

Pereiice.




THT ASCEMP TC TRUTH
by Thomig ..erton
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eo o TEOIITID XNVO THEE TRUIDNET TH) UE OLUZY LCVE THE TRTUNE CTE OO
Tam

AMD WE [TIST ACT ANCCRDITS 7C THE [FAIUR® AT QUR LCVE,
", ..7he tesching of Christ ie the seed of & new life. Reception of
the word of 503 initirtes & mAn's traneformetion. It elevetes hin
stove thie world sni sbove hie own nature £2nd treasports his actse
of thonrht 2ni »f Jesire to & s=sunernstural level. He becomes =
nertaker of the divine neture, & Son of God, «nd Christ is livingid
in him. From thet moment forwsrd the door to eternity stends open
in the depthe of rig soul &nd he is capable of becomins & contenp-
letive. Then he csn wateh ot the frontier of an abyse of light,so
brisht thet it ie darkness. Then he will burn with desire to see
the fulneseg ¢ f Lizht and will cry out ot God like woses in the
clord on 3inzi: "Show me Thy Facel

".oo7hen fg ith ovens ovt into ¢ deep eoirituul understanding €nd
advences beyond the renge of concepts into =  derkness wich cun
only ke enlightened br the fire of love, mem trul) bezine to know
God in the only wey that can e-tiefy his soul.

".eothe will 1plsys &n integrel peért in ell contemplation since
there is, in feet, no contemnlation withovt love. Love ig btoth
tre starting point of contemplstion ¢nd its fruitionm.

"eesDiscernment and detstechment are tor characters of the nature
Christian soul. They &are not et the mark of a rystie, but they
besr witness that one is traveling the right wey to mysticul con-
templation 2nd the stage of beginners is p&ssed.

".eoxeg0n ig in fact the path to faith, «nd faith tekes over when
re son 6&n £&y no more.

".eoe regeive enlizhtennent only in proportion se we give our-
gelves mere end rore corpletely to 50d br numble cubmiseion «nd
love. Ve 40 not firet cee, the: &ct: we &ct, then see., It is e
only by the free submission of ovr udgement in derk feith that we
can advance to the lirht of vnd=retendiins:

In order to htve nlesgure in everything

Desire t0 have pledsure in nothing.

In order to errive at possessing everything

NDesire to posgess nothing.

In order to zrrive £t bein~ everything

Degire to be nothing,

In order to arrive st knowinz everything

Degire to ¥now nothing.

Tn order to frrive at thet wherein thou hest no pleasurs
Trov muet ro by & wsy in whiek ttrov hasgt no pleasure.
In order to arrive st thtt which thou knowest not

7hen muet =0 hr & wey in-wkisk-thou-h&esthat thou «novect not.
In order to srrive st that which thov possessest not
Thov rust zo by & wey that thon possessest not.

In order to srrive at thst =hich thou &re not

Thor must zo thpough that whkich thou sr$ not

"Here are the worde in whick t. Thomas descrires the end of
this sscent to God. "The fin:l :ttrinrent of mend'se knowledge of

GO 3J
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504 conelsts in knowine thet we do not know Him, in gso far ssg
we realize thet He transcends everythins taht we understand
ecneernizn Fim.' 'HBsinssspepiveaHaving arrived ut the term of
onr knowledge we X'"CW GCD /S UMXON, !

"Tt 19 terrrible to know God «nd not love him...

"..othe true petlh of asceticism is & path of simplicity and ob-
scurity, #nd there is no true Chrigstien self-deniesl thet Jdoes

not tegin firet of 211 with & wholehearted &cceptance €nd ful-
fillment of the ordinsry duties of one's stute in life. Everyone
gv ided by zrace will spontineoulgy desire to add scuething on his
owvn accovnt to the sacrifices demanded by Srovidence w«nd by his
at:te of 1life. But the best of these mortificttiong will &lways
be the onem that are ceen by 504 slone =ni do not attrect the e~
ttention of other men or flatter ovr own self-conmplascency. It is
very bsd in practice to allow sacetice to indjulze in penitentirl
rivalries with one another, for this generally fixes tleir atten-
tion vpon themselves and gives them & narrow outlook, Jdepriving
them of the interior liberty which is absolutely necessary for
nrozress in the ways of prayer.

However, it is easy for us to deceive ourselvesg in juizing the
purity of our intentions when we tseste great pleczsure in crea-
ted plesenre-by~frequently things. <+ devout men cen form & hebit
of sttechment to some created pnlesisure b frequeatly ueing it, in
z00d fsith, as & motive of prayer. In actual fcct, his iecire for
the nleszsure soon hecomes zreuter than his desire to pruy. Vith-
ovt his resliuinz it, he has rede presver the motive for dndulzing
in his net »Hlesugure, This cin very ersily happen, for ex&nrple, in
the @nge of 8 gcentimontel fri-sniship.

", oo heéve to deny ovreelves bhecevse, in oructice, love that is
centered ‘n ovrselves is €tol~n from God snd from other men., Love
ceén only live by ziving...

"eeeoosdnd T rey add, ovcarenthetically, thet the convert whose faith

is emotionally "cold" end ie mot infltped with an element of que~

gi-myetic: 1l ex¥xcerience is not therefore less virtuous or legs »>les

gins to Col. It mey, in epite of temperamental or hereditary die-
énclination, by force of rationzl Jemonstr:tion alone, to &n uneno-
tional cceentence of the fvtth.

"eooednd bty thie 1ifting up of the hecrt, the heurt,itself ige not
exalted--ae hiprens in the cése 0f acquired knowledge, for know-
ledge puffeth vp ¢nd the proud heart goes before & faull=-<but by th e
Gift of Undercstandiing the heart is lifted up to ex&lt and prsise Goa
and not its own self.

""he soul heg such gatisfeetion in Sod thet &lthough the other tvo
fecvlties may be distracted, yet, sgince TH® 7ILL TS I UWIOW VITE
GOD for as long as the recollection lests, its quied &nd repose
are not lost, but the will graduselly brings the understanding &ni
memory back to & state of recollection agein. Ffor slthouzh the will
is not compnletely absorbed it is =0 well occupied, without knowinz
how, tha, whatever the efforts made by the understanding and merory,
they cannot deprive it of its contentmeant usnd rejoiaing; indeed,
WITHOTUDY AMY LiBOR ON TS 22RT, 1t helps to prevent this little spark
of love from beinz quarched.
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".eswken & goul reches contemplstion, ite diescursive activity, medita-
tions, perticuvuler formel effective acts of the will, snd so on must all
be greatly sirplified end reduced. {e & matter of cold fascé, they &lso

admit thet when contemplstion ie clearly psessive, or infused, the activ-
ity of the facvlties 1s st lesst to some extent inpeded by the sction of

(;fGod.

Teeeohll equelly gzree thut as longs ss the coul finds profit wnd peace
in the waye of reditation =nd affective prever, these should not te
drooped. Therefore, in prectice, no metter whet theoreticsl views a
director mey hold, he will not encourage sn interest in mysticisn mieh
produces & nromd contempt for the "ordinary ways" of the spiritusl life i
end weakeve the soul in its mortifications and devotion to preyer. But }
he will place no obstacle in the way of a soul whh possesses deep humil~
ity and a fervent desire to reach union with God, and who is also strong-
ly attracted to silence and solitude and to simple worlesgs forms of
prayer.

"3t., John's three sirns of the soul called to contemplatiwe preyver are
well known...
"First eign: the instility to reditate...
"Second gign: lack of interest in PARDICULAR ORJIECTS of thought...
"Third and the evrest eign ie that trke soul takes plecsure in being
alone, ani waits with lovinz attentiveness upon God, without making any
particular meditiation, in inward peace &nd quietnegs snd rect, &nd with-
out acte &nd exercises of the feenltiee~~remory snd understandinz ani
will--gt lesst without 3Jiscrreive =zcts, that is withovt passing feem one
thing to &nother...

"eeeSt. Johnn of the Cross goes on to reming us thit mysticel contem-
.plation as no other emad th:n to make us perfect in the theological vir-
tues: especially in charity.

"weeThe setivity he requires of the soul must be elicited by the under-
standing and will together. It 4s very simple. It has three stages or
"moments."

"Pirst: &a remote generzl didposition to receive the ingpirations of
pegsive or mystical prayer. The chief cére ot bhe soul will be to see
that it plsces no obstacle in the wgy of the guide, who is the Holy Spirit
"Second step: ae zsoon &8s the mind 1s recollected in prayer and the will
ig centered vpon God £¢nd &ble to rest in Him, there remsines lut one very
simple getivity to be performed. The sonl keeps itself in &n &ttitvde of
'simnle knowledge or awsreness,’' g0 &g to0 receive the infveed knowledge
and love which come to it from God'...
"Finklly, the third roment. As soon &g there is a positive indicztion
(which the sonlfd rust recognize by experience) that it is beinz passively
drawn by God into deep interior silenee an? solitude and absorotion, the
faculties abandon &ll activity whatever...

"eeesliystics are made by the same Holy Ghost, 7Who i1s the Dividne Tesacher of
the Church, ani the life of contemplation is simply the full flowering in
the individual esoul of the grace which is poured out throuzh the whod
Church...

"conel neion: in the deepest spiritual dsrkness, in the most profornd nizht
P> f onknowing, in the murity of neéked foith, God unites the soul to Hirself

n mystical union.

"3o perfeet ie this vnion of Love that the sovl actullly lives and acts #
in ite svbstance #nd in ite frculties bx the life &ni activity of God
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and feels itself as it were 'transformed' into God, 80 that there remains
no epvarent 3iistinction between itself &nd God...

", ..A8 Cardinsl Yewman seid: 'A thousand difficulties do not maske one
dovbt.' e cannot exneet to understand with clear intrinsic evidence
‘i;what is esesentially obscvre to cur natural intedxliznece. St. John of the

" Cro eg exonleins vhy. Tailth rekes vs believe truths that &re beyond all
prpportion to humen understsndinz &nd are only known in co fer &g they
are accented on Divine Revelsation.

"..ohn 3t. Jo¥n of the Crose =nlready expleéined &t the bezinning of his

CAY2ICL®: 'He thet has to find some hidden thing must enter very secret-
ly into thet seme hidden nlace where it ie, &nd when he finds 1it, he too
is hidden like tkat which he has found.'

"...from the morent our contempleation transcends concepts, from the mo- §
rent the intellirence enters trig divine darkness, our xnowleige of God
14 dominsted by love €27 flows from love...

" e.The grestect ssints in hesven sre those who camn give God the most
love there. Those who cen zive Him the most love @are those who know
Eim beet. And those who know Hir best in heaven are those who have best
loved Him on esrth. Consequently, love 1s also the rnogt important thing
in the contermplative life...

".ay I be so transformed in thfy beauty thet, beinz &like in besuty, we
mey both see ourselves in Thy beauty, gsince I shall heve Thine own bezuty;
g0 that when one of vsg looks at the other eschk may see in the other his
beavty, the besuty of both being they besuty &lone, and I bein: &beorbed
in Thy beauty...

‘iWSuffering is 2 meens, to the sovl, of entering faerthur into thé thicket
of the delectabde wisdom of God; for the purest suffering brings with it
the most intimsrte snd purest knowledge, &nd, in consequence, the purest
and loftiest joy which ccmes from having penetrsted into the deepest
knowledige.

"God haes cr-2ted me to do Himsome definite ser¥ice, He h=us

committed some work to me, which He has not committed to wnother

I have my mission. I m&y never know it in this Fife, but I ghall ‘
be told it in the next. I have & part in a great work; I am s ¢
l1ink in & ch2in, a hond of connection betwesn persons. He has :
not cnnated me for nauzht. I shall do good. I sghsall do His

work.’

CARDIANL NEVL.N
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; A Pereent rtged on the 38 tions of the Cross was precented in
c Juiz 3de Fora, Br¢ zil, lssgt Good Triday.

It is rrobably the test tring of its kind ever done in south or North
america. It pulls no punches, 3doesn't pretend to give all the &nswers,
and doesn't regerd blind religiouwe frith as the balm for 21l ills. Whet
it does do is grab rodern men end women bty the scruff of their necks and
ehow them their wrrupted life. The @udience, expecting to see the famil-
iar Christ figure rcoing through the classicStations of the Cross, gets a
rude jolt. Instead ¢f Jesug, the cuvudience iteelf ig ¢n trial, und for a
golid houvr =nj 40 minutes the epectttore squirm like insects pinned to a
boerd, unhtcpy to find tlemeelves under & gpirituel re.nifying gless.

It is calle 4 the Christo Tot&l, ¢nil snuva wrote ¢nd produced it.

"T knew T wonld either be vraised or ewcorrvniceted," s&ye Sieter
Benedite Idefdlt in he# soft voice, "brt I w:is determined to shake vp
tr.e neople who cén't see beyond their own well-fed feced. I wunted to -
write & pgesnt that perple world remember. I wuteéed wome hing different.

In the cast of chasrecters there were & prostitute, &n unwed mother, s
corrupt lasndowner, =nd & cocliety women &dvocating divorde. There wts Jan-
eing to twist ¢ nd ch&-chs music.

It wes performed on the town soccer field. The cest of 750 peid for
treir owvn costvmes. Slum folk pleyed vnerployed Bruziliéns, ond profession-
.. al zctors worked withovt nay. The torn's police bend lesrned =1l the popu-
L Yar rugie + nd reccored it to fuwll-~orchrestra style. The 40,000 reying people
that recked tre stodivr were stunnei into etiying in their sests after the
mueic hed died ewey s+ nd the ¢etors &d £ 11 exited. The ugudl Brezilion
race for tre exita i3 not occcur.

The negetnt begine in totel Adarkness. Suddenly from four corners of
the estedivem fireworke tnd rockets exnlcde in the sky énd & voice cones
over the meny loundeneslers; "attention Brszil, cttention world. <Christo
Totel ie on the «ir." Then while tl® b=nd pleys Exodus, & radic reporter
comes onto the field tellings the lietening cudience that he is there to
brosdcsst ¢ iudgment on rumenity. He reminds them thet 1,930 yegts &go
Christ wee on triel for ren's sing ¢nd suffered for them. "JTodey's peéin,
troredy, Calvery tnd cross, tre fovnd in the hunger of the unermployed
worker, in hie onprescion by trrénniccl noliticel sowers. The figure of
the ecmcified Chriet ie beinz veed to justify what is entisccisl ¢ nd unti- ¢
Chrietitn. 3®Behol? Crriet carrying his crose, teing neiled to it, eczoniz- ;
ing «ni1 dying! Chrict is every one of wvs! e ig«ll of us! ke is Clhricto
Totell"

After this, 42 white-roted -irle come onto the field to ¢ ¢low funer-
gl merch. They cerry flering torches ¢nd by three's tuke their plece zg the
core of egcr of the 14 Stetione of the Cross. around eéck stetion move
three other zirls in btlue renresenting trunth, soon joined ty three rore in
deep purple renrecenting huma ity.

2ontive Pilsate come onto k$-e the field in & white Ceadillee, waves b
he crowd, £énd tekes his nlece at the let Station.

The revorter cees ~ecple he knows in the &udience, tnd &sks of them
one 2t & time vhetedr Christ should be condemned ¢nd r=de tc suffer &new.

Skouts one ran, 'Condemn k
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‘[, t Aqwesl?ny l;ndovner ‘ngwere thet thie Christ-Hurenity should le ¢ e |
derned becumee "He vinte ne to 3Iivide ry l-nde vwith tie :oor " L soe )
s e . £ .01 17 " ' ‘7 : -
ietr women thinke Fe 18 ont of dete tectvse "He ig czrinet divorce. wiingt
Q

diverce in sn coe ~ken nobody telonze to snybodrl" A :oliticisn refvuz
to cormit himeelf. an indvetrislict ie Ez;ins% Chriet because“"Pn b;it S
in vrofit eksring #nd ¢ shorter wor k week." “hen the renorter‘&o?; 55néfvek
Wtﬁt the iuigment decision to the people. It was not I wro condgigea t}a%s
ken the first time. I'm weghing my hends sgein.™ ‘ A

And the svffering Christ (thst i1s, humsnity) ;udged guilty, sterts on
the roed to Celvery, :nd sirle dance to Hih “oon while He soes to the onj
Stetion. The rerporter enrounces, "He cer ies on his shouldgrs all o&r
piins, our risunderet: ndings, our crimes, our &ngrish. Hoxw we weieh uoon

Him, we the condemned." Thento ¢ fegt juzz dance the arisoner,BSVes‘on
to the 3rd stetion, whers He fulls for tre Tirgt tire. ia:wed new.qbovQ
Eace eround tre torches, weving pipers ¢ni ehouvtin~ ”ﬂoliég Arreqz’255
Be-geral™ "Eorrible Suicide!" "iilk :nj ‘recd Jrices Upl" 3d°bf
porter. "7e trink thu- trege dramas are not ours, %iﬁ%gﬁeadfinés'gﬁ re-
newsrarers don't tslk tbout vs. In truth, &ll of us are suffering the
first fell." Then to an Argentine tango, Humenity dunces.

The 4th Station is reserved for mothers who find the weight of too
much of s burden, :nd the bth S5tation is for the poor farmers of Brauzil
who &re struzgling for ¢ decent 1:nd reform. They esk for just lows and
not communist demaroguery so ¢s to live "by the lend :nd not guffer for $t.2

C At the 6th Stetion, a voice is heard; "I am Veronica. I am kere to

" wipe the sweat of those wilc cérry the cross." Then out rushkes = convict
who kneele in front of cne of the zirls, znd cries, "iipe ny face, I have
paid ry debt to society bekind bars. I have no job." 4 roung women runs
out &nd fells on her knees. "Wipe ny fece, I sn &n unved rother. I c&rry
2 child whe {is nobody." Tlen cores & prostitute. '"Don't cast re ewayl
Thy won't humanity let me vp out of the mud?" Veronica wives esch face,
holds up the clothe che used; end on est~h is the tleeding fsce of Christ,
The vand plays I Believe.

At the 7th 5Stetion the condemned fslls fa the second time because,
sg is e¥pleined, of unjust conditions irmposed on workers. The 8th Stetion
hag the reporter &ckins those in the gudience to examine their consciences
and find out why their crceses weirh g0 much. To & fast ch ~chi-cha, Hu-
menity zete vp nd dances widly.

The condemned fellg ¢gein et trhe 9th Station. The explanstion; The
world of volitical trréuny places ite foot on nie Luck." Negroes sginging
C1d Blsck Joe, children representin-s undevelcred nationg &nd workers, ob-
vicnely vennilecs, merch scrogs the field.

R 5 4

Tre 10th Stetion ehows etervinz Breziliine ¢nd those who spend hun-
drede of dollars on febvlous carrnival comtvres just for one nightls merr-
iment. (70 renyrBrézilicne ~ré-tiesthis wee r-ally kitting telow the belt)
Trist rueic letds the condemrmel to the 11tk Station, where Humanity is
naeiled to the croess.

A drum is beating slowly «nd 14 girls drecsed in red conie onto the i
field, each bound to one &nother by rcpes around their wrists. They re-
present the Church of 5ilence, in the nsations where the Church 1is perse-

cuted.
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<t the 12th Stetion the cond-mned dies. The forchao there o out.
Prom the 13th Ztetion r.ce ort ei-~ht blsck ¢l:d dercne «with re’ reaxged
. s&eches. They cerry ¢ huge gruze sheet, the tody of hursnity, tnd damce
srovnd it mntil they retlize vhxt they have done, .nd rcll a”ux in terrce.
The voice ¢f the reporter continves to blare the rncheritable cvdiance
for it ¢ 11.

“ow the torerheéree epr-ed ovnt 2nd forr & renpoth crose, ind ¢ 11 750
rleyere core on ~ith crnilee 11t fror the tcorchee. They file into trke #rra
end trvnke of tre croeg, :nd rill srennd., The regorter offers e2olsace for
the first time ¢t *+he 14th 3tction. "The hurin -divine tr:oceiy of the 3Stu-
tione tee regvlted in :n irr~ ree crcse. - crogss thet unites :nd redeens
vrmeanity. < eroee that sheltere uvsg, ¢ 11 of ve. 4 crogss where tlere isg
roor for brctrers whoe hsve teccre gentrated. =1l humenity has this eyrn-
bol of ite reeurrection. The resvrrection in Christ.”

ke bsnd nlsys, the =ctors letve, “nd the zudience finds itself unsure
vhether tc arplivd or fuet go &uwsoy. g

Thewe heve been reny conversione ir Juiz de Fora becense of this p:zze ant
£nd hundreds have renewed their interest in Chruck =ctivities. ..en huve
told lister Trnedite thet they ched terrs wirile they wetched 1it.

Adequect to produce sister Zenedite'e liy Iln wrgeatine ¢ nd Chile heve
ccrre in ¢ 21 even the Veticen hr ¢ veked for & co,¥. wohe coys "Lotg of pecple
lenzked ¢t tre idet befec re they szw tle p: zeoat. uavins twiet deacing ¢m ch

ehf —ohs. wee rozirded o ef C”ll°>1 cve by reny, tvt the pesec at needg thie
odern teouch. After €11, we srn in the ot i;e, ¢endins ren to tha roon :
"hy chovld T try to r5£oh rcdern eomle it ruele ont of crnrel e reving® ’
Cne men told me 'If thie ie vhet ie kerpenine i+ chvrches toduy, tlen I'nm
going rore often.' Thst's the resvlt I wanted, :nd I think that's th= re-
sult Chriet =+ nted, too."

er Zanadits wee born 43 vesrsago/ in Finlsnd of riddle-class Lu-
thersn prrents. Sre bectme a4 Citrolid #nAd entered ¢ convet in kerlin in
1939, "I cotryed for nine yretrs in Gerreny, dvring tle ~oret be$tleoccible-
tire. The war ~nded in + bettle between the _ussirne nd the n: zie right
in ovr convert cerden. There were eccer-ire rnd cvreee nd rvns - ad bvllets,
Tren 1t were over I tried tc 1dantify the 3e:d. <Trere vere ronnde cf corp-
geg, core ~itront herde, ¢« n1 T eqt thron 2 treir ocketg lockins fer in-
forms tion * bent trer. scidiere o7 toth eidew cérried relicionsg redele A
reth o1 3d~¢ were hrurr n. Tor tie first time in ry life I tecure indirnant
£t rin'g stvnld inhvr-nity te rea."

In 1948 cke ceked far ¢ tr: nefer to Brizil nd #fter » brief etey ¢t
2o Zevle vee gont te her proceent teccting  oet in Jviz de Fore, in the :
eteéte of iinres Gerasis; Eer high-school cubjects +re Fnglieh, mothercticg
relirion, "nAd socisl doctrine. "I'm =2fr&id nly religion clseses tre ret-
her uvnconventicrnel, ' ni escmetiree I g5y things thét shock the students'
psrente, but the kilde themgelves never cut my clsceces,”

e

The t£1]1 #nq frir :ister £lso s o gronp of studente who work in thk
town'e {(elrrme) on week-ende, '"e've sone in there :nd t:auvght tlem to
reed +nd write 'ni get vn cr-ocerctive etores. Lvery dundey I weit ovt-
gide chvretr : fter ifeg, »rtbh « cennle of rek Chrigtisne, «nd tecke tlen to
the elvy dictrict. T tell therm thet “Leir dinser tebles c&n weit & few
rinnteg. ket theyr-ee crense trheir eree =nl1 - lroegt -1vw.ye they C¢oen tlreir :
rocrzethooke. I try tc riige tie ¢t adarde of livin: ¢f tke socr nd low- i
pr tr=e et - nderds of livinz of trhe ricr."
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Pl'nnin - tre pooeint, cte eotirted trinkine of torchee., "I like torcher
tecrnee th v =xrhrolice the burnine :wy of 013 tringe to r ke wey for new.
The rcre T trovgzht the rrdder T got, *nd scon I e d a1l of Brae.il's old

social injnetices rettliine crcwnd in ry brein -t once. I knew I hed to
get it cn » er, becorvege it wee ~iving me cuch & hesdéche."”

Ste celled in two bveinesesnen to help her with tle rortuzvesge phresing
&nd stsrted to work. "It wre ¢ 11 done in less then two —eeksg. e wonld
think of trings tc ety fester then onr pene could write them. “'hensver one
of ve hed & ~c0d line v e wovld tr: it ort on the othere, TIf it guve us
goce~ mrne we left it in. I -:cnted tc shcke the complacent cvt of their
1dec of »tt Christls enfferines re nt. I wvunted to thow trem th t Christ
ie ¢ live :n3 v itk ne tecdgy irn 2ver:r _lece :nd every event. e cuffers or
trivr »he, wine ~or loses terether with ever; lumean cre.ture. Lhet's Ly
Christ docesnlt - ~netr in this theatricel version oif the 3t ticns ¢f tle
Crose. ke io r preronted by =11 hum: ity. Jhe cerecaalitieg, ~Ccrds,
{3etc, =nd pueic ¢ re of eornr dzye., Christe Yctozl ie ¢ 11 of ve, -ni we rnet
£11 evffer recruge ve 11 sre xiltyv."

The cecrint written, -iester Ter~dit- tccok it "ith 1y Lhetrt in ry
hends" to the 2ichor of J»iz de Yore. "I wetched hir ra<d it, - 71 Le
kept gl- mecine vp t me from behind tis thich glieces, I thonsht, 'Ch
brcther, T've hed it.' Then »Yen he finiched he t0ld re he liked it very
mach bnt thomeht it c¢omld be stronzer. It wee then that I cdde’ the nroe-
titvte.”

-




WOLA NHOOD

Voebeter 3efines womiinkoold, £¢ the condition of being ¢ womin. The
fem&le hurin being £¢ 7istinguishked foom men. Cf ¢1ll the crectures
in the world wélmén is n:=de b; 5304, the rost beftutiful. 3he is ¢n
imege, & epsrk of divinity given to us in life «g ¢ preview of

thinge to come. She ig yielding, helpless, ret divine. To whom

God hee ziven much, from her much is expected. Of no other creec-
ture i 20 rueh der: nled. Let us first of €ll ¢onsider some of the
Aifferences between the acture of mn ¢nd womun, b; 80 Jdoing we will
héve & tetter understandins of wortén's nature. Cne of tle very
noticeeble differences between threr ig---wonencre nuch rore cbser-
vint of Jetsile--& men seerns content to vse nis senses 80 we to e-
rrive ¢t zenerel irprescions, wrile the womun tukes in ever) ninute
peérticvler., &L wontn ig sencitive to color, teste wnd wrrungenent.
womin 1o rore ptecive, more dependent thun pen. Sne ie¢ the needy
one. Her phreic&l rtke-np 1g lese robvet then thet of nin, yet thre
virtves of endurunce zni conrege sre often rore rarxkei ia Ler. .un
hes etrernzth but women htés the rore irpportunt qusality of besvty.

wan esn be rough but he instinctively recoznizes the ¢ugericrity of
gentlenegs in woms=n. 4 wonum's feelings sre clocer to the curface
and more often expresced than & mn's, Her heart is e&ei.y roved,
ghe ie gquick ot sympethy, quick to tetrs, sensitive uni ewsily hurt.
4 mencay's what he neans, but & womsn thinks what ghe meuns., o wo-
men ie "predominently intuition: 1" wheress & men ie'"predominintly
lo>rical™., In mirriage & wontn &nd not mun is the beurer of life.

She ie & helpmite to men, equel but different, equwlity but not 1iZ
dentity. lian &nd women together form & functicnszl “Lole, ruther

like ®ur rizht znd left hani, »hich cua clesp co firmly precicely
becsuce they &re ooposites. & mother is closer t0 her child than

ie & fether, In war, ran ie the vz3rescor, the one who kills, wo-
mén helne the wounded end weeps for the Jdead. She tries to rectore
the 1ife that hee been wiped out. Wortn reflects the virtues of tre
heart such &¢ love, corpareion, filiel feer ¢nd eyrmpathy. L&n is
concerned with tre orgsnization of society, he is body coneciovs

end trerefcre interested in thinge. ‘iomsn is nore coacerned with the
life within the orgsnizztion, or eouvl conscious, €nd therefore, inte
erested in ceople. ‘Vomun is 1 ore profoundly mysticul, thut 1 to suy
ghe 18 more in hérnony with thinge hoped for then with things to be
schieved here below. 3he is more &¢were of the invisible world; un-
dercurrents, presences, ¢yrbols =nd the voices that c«re beyond the
graep ¢of recson. Quicker thtn men che interprets thd will of God;
icker tren rén whe responds to it with her whole being. It is in
thies sense we ctn cepesk Of worwen &g the religious sex. The whole
meening of her personslity, &8 to have reference to awnother, to wuat
gnother, to cvbrit to @nother. In the neusure that Bhe wubrite to

tlie Creator, in the reasure that she fulfills the purpose for wikich
gskhe wee given life. +Here lies & parodox, our inferiovrity is our oal
real guveriority. Cur strean-sth lies entirely ian «n evowal of our
wesikneees, 48 someone ras put it, eurreader to God is the only &b-
solute power & creeture Ogecegceg. When we touch voon the nutter of
svbmission snd dedicetion we touch vpon the very ecsence of our fsaith,
A conmvnlete concept of vomeén's nature muet take into &ccount all the
levels of reality, not only the physical, but the riches of her in-
telligance, her intutuin for mystery, her tendency to inwardaness and
contemplation, her caupacity for selfless love, the hunger of her
being for a total dedication.

0 ]



Tet us “vrther congcider the "role of a woman™. 4 wommn ig first
end fecreroet «w rnother, tle keyetone of home and family. You cannot
understend a women cptrt frorn her motherhood--from all eternity jod
dewtined women to te rotrere wund for that resgon preparel therm shy-
gicully and perchclogicelly for thés role. Every women ig u poten-
tizl mother. Worian's pluce will alwuje be the Lome, but todyy ian
our modern world, she nust Bo beyond the threshold of tne home.
liotherhood ig By no means Ler oaly tack, becwuse Ler nome 1ig the
world., i.any other teske &re wuiting for hér in public, political,
gociel und cultural 1life. Vhere ever there ure human relationships =
and trey are every vhere, woren are destined to create the right at-
moephere., liankind needs more notherliness today und less masculine
thought for its happiness. e reed women cupable of regerding fore-
ign ways not only without prejudice but with love. To respect the
dignity of each mun regardlesa of our differences. “here the gentle
motherly qualities are missing, ren's dealings with each other will
be devoid of charity. Wom«n's role in history has alwuys been & re-
demptive one. In the 01d Test:mment great crisis were averted =»nd
the etruggling rece of Jews ssved by women---by .nnsa, Eether, Judith
and Ruth. The physicsal besuty of these women wag enlisted in the
gervice of sanectity. 30 it must =till be. Beuuty und sunctity are
win notions, & womin can always attract @ msa. She cea alwaye
mike hercelf wented--ghe muet see to it that zsn will want her not
only to fulfill som2 puértial wepect of her life ovut to complete the
ireze of 504 in Lin. 3he must make raan degire her to give kinself
unity, puvrpoese, &n? incpirution; she nuet cee tc it that her pre-
gence is & reminder to him of the more--thenphysicual. ae such, wo-
man iz the imuge of-Ged-ir-kimethe huménitr God createl--beautiful
end hopeful, yet dependent upon Eim. In this modern i<ge there ig &
great termptation to refuse our feriainity, to reject our womanhood.
Sueh writeres warn us thst modern women &re becoming dangerovely reu-
rotie, bhecuvee of their divoree from motherhood. These writers hold
up for gdmiretion the femine womsn with her deep emotionul life, her
grett capacity for reul love, her intuitive grasp of right and wrong.
They c&ll for & retvrn to the ncther "who accepts herself fully as a
womén snd rezards heving shildren ug the nost naturidl event pcssible.
Educatore &re avreetioning whether prek of nmodern education ig not
"unfittinz women for life", =nd wkether-muek-of-medorn-edwcation~is
ged point ovt they are t-iining women for freedom, cotpetition znd
& casgh salery, and then expecting then to succeed ia Lurrisze wnd
home reking. "a zirl definitely neelds sope syirituval oricntution taw-
ward thet role, ¢ okilcoeopny wrhich does not telittle the howne wg «
olace worthy of her besgt". Woren of this zeaeration are gearching £
for fulfillrent s women. Yhen we foil to coatribute to tre world %e
thoee v lues of zoodneges, oiety =nd wurmnese 0f heirt that ure eo
eonspicuovely &bgent from our industrislized society, we faill in ownr
womanhood. « women is @ rystery of ligzht or « mystery of durkness.
She stsnds in the hum=n Jdrams se & gign of damnation or w eign of eul-
vation. “hen women &g woren learn to know their nsturs u.ad their role
and &ccept 1t, thea can they utilize it to the fullect gervice of God
#nd man. 503 depe~de voon the RIAT of Hie cresturey for the realiza-
tion of Hie Adivine plan «nd woren's role in rmistory is the gurantee
that the PIa2 will &lwaya Ve uttered. Jope zing (II tuling on"fthe
Role of Youvng Jomen'", eaid, "To zrive to dediceéte ;ourgelf is cne of
the rosgt besvtifvl uzepirationes of rcur gev~-tc Jdedicute Lervelf to
God <14 Frer nei-rtor, hrer hruehend, her children, her fris=ndc, her rel-
stives zni1 even distant peopleg, g¢he hug never nebt-~THIS IS VvI.a™ 'S
TIPT.  l&nde regurd for his fellow nmen muy be zoverned by « distaat
inpereoncl srilantrrovy, Yoman's cere for her neizhbor hus & warn Lu-
ren o tovel, &nelviins eore times - serove personsl sscrifice ™ionua is
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the leat fomtress of every peoale, If the ron fulle, 503 pgunicles

the ran, but if the womun fslle, God will ounigh the wiole seo..le.

Ag & voman zoes, SO goes the fuarily, commuanity, stute, nstiocn, world.
The world is quite &4 bit what women mike it.

Pt “woren'e vecation it "tolove" worun's responsibility to the world
ig to love, and thet love must extend to every body. 35o0d crewted wo-
men to be s compénicn to man, & help-meéte ia his livins =nd =z nmother
to the humen race. e vre capable of & great «nd vvre crd « disin-
terected love &nd our task is to redinte thut love to tke world.

G031 hag 2iven to women « nysterioug power of trioging cut the
bect or the worst threre ie i &« run. Jonen huve tremeadcus sifte ¢f
love to »ive whether or not vLe recozanlzes them. 3She hee trne zift of
£ bcdy thst ewn conceive ¢ni briaz ¢ c¢rnild to life, (2he puset =lwuye
~ive of hrreelf to forr life in cacther) 7The zift of ~onoticacl e-
qiprent thet enzble ¢ hear to chure the joys and sorroweg of othrers
with corsession 1 ni vaderstzaiing;  ere hee the zift of intellizeance
thot vermite hear to iiecover 24 ce-ve the "thiange of G03". It is
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not cnly ¢« »rivilege tut : vty to first Jdicsgover love for cnrsgelves f
Thet ¢ n te done by xnevrladze, hen the ifts wre discovered, tlen ‘
ttey exn ha wivea to tacther. Chricted grext sift to wonen-xing wes :
Ler trve freedor ¢¢ « child of 3o0d. 3SBefore the time of Chrict, wo- ;
rén wée nct truly velued 1 ¢ & Yurkn being. Cur miseioa in tre world ;
ie to be for rez nind & living vitness of the sprit of totel Jedicu- /
tion to Zo0d. Uorein gt:iie not in the foregrovnd but we u sileat pow- I
er inflv-eacin Lvren Jectinliecr. It ie ¢ fuet fregqueatly noted thst ;
rroct reon wlroet wlvere have zredt rothere,
"Yhe ecgance of ratern.l love," is tr.t it demtiady acthin: tets

no lirite , rekee nc reserveticng. For the Lotier Jdoes aot velve hLer
child orireril; for Lie tulente Or weldevenents. osSne wccepts Linecs ,
ke ie. Fe nmey dicapocint Ter ho.ne, woval ner, live in gin «ni te i
ilty of crime to00 terrirle to e nured---tut the recl rother never §
reccile frer ber chilAd. !

Ve kaow whet ve ure--ve know a0t whtt we nmny be--ve cee & iie: 1
&nd hove only the desire to resch it. 7T0 reachk this ideal we must
hkve the key ¢ni the key of course is "Jhe .omia," "The .other”,
"Cur Blegsed ..other'". ‘Jorun ig in & gense the door of reaven «nd if
we Tind the key we will be &ble to unlock the door =nd beconme the
worme n 303 intended ue to be. Tithout our Blesgced ..other we cun never
get to Cur Lord. Le ecume dowa to us trrongh Zer. e, 1a cvr turn,
rueet zo beck to Uir t roungh ter. If we lose iier, we cu ot get to
Yim., If we throw &wsy the key, we will never unlocx the door. 2Qhis
ig why we puy g0 much atteantion to Cur Elessed ..other. {(ur Lord rned
need of Her, we rnet hive need of Her ¢ leo. He g&va ug nis notrer to
be ovr rother on that Fridey men c& 1l J00d. =nd zg our love does nt
etert with Lary, o neilther does it stop with Lary. wary ig like ¢
r&zaif; ins ~lese that intensifies cur love of Her Son. .ary, the new
Eve the lover £#nid the rcther pir-evc=lle e,

In whutever oge of tre worldehe may live, vwhat evr stoete of life
ete r&y choose, every woren ig exlled by 503 to be the lover, reecho-
inz the fiat, erbholying the tot=l zgsent tc God's will «ad every womtn
ig mesnt to te the helpgrite, ecouraging, su porting, -ad «iding hu-
ranity in ite eesrch fer 30d. Tew life is bora only out of suffering.
oms n 1e cellel to te t ziver of life, not physicul life alone, but
life on the neyctroleo-icel = nad spiritual plunes as well. "Life to man
ig perscaul,"™ "Life to women ig¢ otherness’.
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who ghall find o vilient worsa® ur «nad from the utlternoet coucte is
the vriee of Ler. Tre hecrt ¢f Lher husbuad trusts 1o Lher, «nd he siho
héve no need of gnoile. osShe will reader nin coc¢d, «ad aot evil, ¢ 11
tre 3t ye of her life. 3She hee soupht weool ¢nd flew, «nd hee wronght
by tre cownsel fo her rinde. 3She ig¢ like the merchints etip, she
brinzs her brecd from cfer. «nl ehe hie ricen in the nizht, =11 che
bringp-kep-~-bprasd~from-ufope-~mrd-ske-kes hio ziven = -2y to her
hovsehold, &nd vietucls to her nmiidens. She hiég coneilered ¢ field,
&nd bouzht 1t; with the fruit of her hi.nde ahe hes pliated ¢ vire
y2rd. Jhe hae girded her loins with strengthy £ad hue strensthened
her erm., 3he hes tacted 2nd ceen that her traffic 1g¢ zo00d; her 1 .mp
gkt 11 not be put out in the nigzht. She hae put out her hund to
gtrcar things, wad her fingers huve turken told of the <¢:inile. she
e opened her hend to the needy, «nd etreteked ocut Lher hindsg to the
poor. sShe chtll not fesr for her house ia the cold of eaow, Jor =11
her Aomegtice &re clocthed with jorble surrcats. 9ne nug rede for
rercelf clothingy of tuoestry, fine llinen #nd purple are her coverinagz.
Her huebeni is ronoruble in the z&ted, when he gits cronz the sonutors
of the le 21, 3he rwnde fine linen &nd so0ld it, znl Jelivered = girdle
tc the Chenu~ite. 3trenzgth und beavty are Ler clothing, «nd che

etall lewvzsr in the letter duy. 3he hew opened ker rcuth to wiscorn,
snd the lew of clerency ies 0n her tonzsue. She hee lecoxkedwell to

tte peths of Lher house, ¢ni h+es nct ewten her bresd idle. Ler childa-
dren rose uvp,&nd call rer blested; rer husbund, &ndhe praiced her.
wsny dsverters have z therei together riches; you heve curpussed then
£1l. Pevor is deceitful, =nd bewuty is vein; the womea whko feurs the
Tord, she ehell be priieei, Give her of the fruit of her Liade, wni
let Ler worke or&ise Trer in the gates.
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Lady of Sorrows and Le is simply making you move &nd move in her Imige
It 18 a cross. It is godgt. "God writes strait with crooked li nes.’
The temptation to actiyely show your resentment and your moods are
meang God is usdng to allow you to be rnore like inim &nd hLis Lother

allowing you to participate in & special way in nis Pasgion, ©nd

purify you to m&ke you more pleasing in His sight. So 40 not figh?¥
it "this cross, but accept it. It is = precious gift and a further
mérk of His love for you. =sccept it with gratitude--and & sense of
humor.

Secrifice is the only lenguage Love can speakR and Love is the only
means of fdlling the humen hesart.

Pius XII gaid; "God is with you (catholiclsymen). You are his instru-
ments; you must spend ycurselves for His glory. Look---to Mary and
repeat her act of faith and humility--hehold the hand-m&id of the
Lord; be it done &according to thy word." Besides faith and humility
we ssk of God understanding--; "I am but & child end I know not how

to go out &nd to come in---give therefore to they servant &n under-
standing heart. "IIIKings

This is & sacrament of holiness through rutual love.
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