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THE 1948 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION:

AS VIEWED BY PRESIDENT HARRY S. TRUMAN

Every four years the people ofAthe United States fulfill
tradition and elect a president to lead the nation for the
next four years. This post, due to its prestige and power,
Beekong to the greatAﬁolitical leaders of the nation to come
forth to serve their nation as its 1eaéer.

When these politicians get together, in their respective
conventions, speculation begins as to whom will win and what
reasons prompted the voters to select the victor over another
candidate. People spend as much time trying to pick a winner
as the candidates do campaigning to be the winner. |

The éuestion that one often asks is, "Why does a man want
‘to run for President?" This.questionAgeté increasingly
difficult if you ask further why a man runs when everyone
thinks that he will lose. These men must be hoping for the

-

ever present [”; upset. Harry 8. Truman wias this sort of
man in 1948. 1t is, therefore, the purpose of thisApaper'

to answer this pressing question: Why did President Harry S.
Truman feel he could win the 1948 Presidential election, when
all political experts predicted a certain defeat?

We shall look at the event in a four-step procedure.

First, we shall look at the early planning of President Truman
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and his staff for the 1948 election. Secondly, we shall tty
to uncover the problems that arose between the planning and
election day. Thirdly, we shall study President Truman's
attack that he wéged on the Republican party during the
campaign of 1948. And finally we shall view the finalitally
and determine where the Trumsan vote came from to see if his
planning was correct.

In 1947 the question that people were asking was: 'Will
President Truman run for a new term?" Truman had come into
the presidency at a particularly tough time. He had to
replace Franklin Roosevelt towards the end of World War II.
President Truman'however, had his mind made up on the matter:

I alwéys knew that from April 1945, until January,

1949, what I would really be doing was £illing out

the fourth term of Roosevelt, who was a great Presi-

dent, but I had some ideas of my own, and in order

to carry them out I had to run for re-election and

be re~elected, and that is exactly what happened.

Of course I didn't say I was going to run for quite

some time. I didn't do any harm that I could see

to keep people guesslng for awhile.q

PrGSLdent Truman saw that there was still much work to
be done. The Democrats had had control of the Presidency
since 1932. 1In those sixteen years, twelve with Roosevelt
‘and four with Trumaﬁ, the Democrats were busy working on

reforms for the nation. Instituting these reforms was the

total goal of President Truman. The reforms that came under
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the '"New Deal" and the '"Fair Deal', were still wesk and could
not stand up to the attacks a Republican President would sub-
ject them to. So President Truman set his mind to be

re-elected in order to protéct and defend sixteen years of

. Democratic control,g

The world was going through a change in:1948, a change
that was brought_on~by’the growth of Communism. President
Truman viewed himself as a fighter of Communism and allvthat
it stood for. And, if the Communists wanted a fight, Presi-
dent Truman would surely give it to them. 3

-Re-election aléé means approval by the people of the
work a President has done. President Truman Eelieved in

his work. ''Any good politician with nerve and a good program

. ‘ . ’ ' ’ i
that is right can win in the face of the stiffest opposition. 4

~Truman had confidence in himself and his program, but this

confidence was not éhaied, of course, by his opponénts. Just
as Thomas Jefferson, Andrew Jackson, Abrahaﬁ Lincoln;
Theodore Roosevelt, Woodrow Wilson, and Franklin Roosévelt
were fighting for liberalism so was Harry Truman. He was a
liberal fighting for hié liberal program. This liberalism
was a necessity if the United States ever hored to totaily
warm itself from the cold of the Great Depression and World

War TI.0




Wrong decisions are, at times, the reason why a President
is voted out of office. President Truman wrote to his sister

saying that he deserved to be re-elected because he had felt

‘that he had made the right decisions and that he had dome a

good job, and since he had done a good job it was not the
time for a change.6 |

There were fwo mzjor  problems facingAthe President'é
re-election. First, was the fact that President Trumén had
never been elected President;:he took office when Franklin
Roosevelt died. His exﬁerience in thg executive department
was 1imited to three months as Vice-President. Prior to
this President Truman had developed his repﬁtation as a
senator in charge of the Truman Coﬁmittee and it WasAthis
committee that had saved the taxpayeré biliions of dollars
on nationagl defense. This made President Truman well known
amongAhis'colleagues but it did not make him a household
name.’ He was the head of the party but he was ﬁot tﬁe
chosen heéd; so he was not as strong as many of his
predecessors.

The second major problem facing the President was that
he was always being compared to President Franklin Roosevelt.

President Roosevelt was the man that brought the United

States and the world out of the worst depression ever




experienced. He was the same man that was seen leading the
nation against Hitler and the Nazi Germans. He was also

the only man that was elected to the Presidency of the United
States four times ané served in that position for more than
twelve years. It was this man's foots%eps that Harry Truman
was expected to folléw. This was, and is, an impossible

task for any man.




CHAPTER "I .

The stage was set forttampaign, but the strategy was not
written. Clark M. Clifford wrote the plan late in 1947 and
presented it to President Truman on November 19th.8 The
Cliffo?d ﬁemﬁrandum{analyzed pést eléctions and atteﬁpted'to
use this knowledge to Truman's advantage in the 1947 election.’

The President read over the document aﬁd discussed its
content with Clifford. He agreed with the strategy in general,
although he did make some revisions.l0

From this study Clifford devised a method for success
in the upcoming election. It'was a theoretical study since
Mr. Clifford was unable to foretell the future, but in many
ways he was very -accurate. For example, he picked Thomas
Dewéy, Goverhorvof New York, to be the Republican nominee.

Mr. Clifford saw Dewey as the strongest Republican candidate,
and at éhat time, November 1947, a strong candidate was
needed to defeat President Truman. -t

Clifford predicted Henry Wallace would be.a third party
candidate. The backers of Wallace were Communist motivated,
he stated; and Moscéw had nothing to lose if the Republicans
won. The Truman administration and the Kremlin had ﬁot been
getting along‘well at the,fimq4as the Berlin airlift showed.12

Wallace's people such ss C. B. Baldwin, Harold Young ,
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and Michael Straight were strong party-linérs-of the Communist
party, and these people were able to manipulate Wallace to do
what ever they wanted him to do. Clifford further said that
total victory was not Wallace's plan but rather he hqped>to
simply insure the defeat of President Truman. A third party
could not win because it could not be on enough state ballots.
But if Wallace coula gaet on enough ballots and was able to
poll five to ten percent of the votgbhe could split fhe
Democratic party and ensure President Truman's defest and
be able to gain control of the party for the 1952 election.
Clifford did not limit Wallace's support to the Communists. -
He was also supported by the young people, the pacifists,
and also, as Clifford referred to them, the "lunatic fringe."

The answer to the Wallace problem was simple in 1947,
First, if possible, the Democrats must urge him not to ruégand
if he chooses to ruQ%he must become synonymous with the
Communist party in the public mind, 13

Turning to the geography involved in the election,
Clifford 1poked towards the South. The South had beenvsafely
Democratic since the Civil War, and its leaders in 1948 were
considered conservative by Clifford. Clifford considered the
West as being liberal, making it thé opposite of the South.

But Clifford considered the South a sure thing and suggested
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not worrying aboufrit in the planning of the campaigﬁ. He
stated that it would be safe to asrume that the South would
not revolt in 1948. If the West could be won and the admin-
istration carried the South as it had done in 1944, 216
electoral votes would be won. This would leave the Democrats
‘only SO'votés short of the 266 majority. President Truman
was from a ﬁi&west-state, Missouri, and it would be safe to-
assume that he could win enough of those'étates to combine
with the eastern states to give him the needed votes. To

be able to win the West;the President must help them to solve
their problems and concerns;  they were namely: reclamation,
floods, and ég:iculture. The 80th Congress by its actions
had made itseif unpoﬁulér in the West. TIf the President

could take advantage of this, and he must, he would win the

election. Clifford labeled this !'the.Number-One-priotity:-for t

1948 Campaign."14

‘Preéident‘Truman must also capture the independent
voters and the minorities. 1In these groups were: the
farmers, who go hand in hand with the‘West; labor, whose
majority at the time was large and Democratic; liberals,
who were split because of southern contxol of the Democratic
party;Agnd'the Negroeg, (or Negro Vote) whorwere powerful

in large electoral states. Other less important groups
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were the Jews, Catholics, and Italians. Many of these groups
voted in blocs and were located in large cities, and were,
therefore, very important in achieving a possible victory.l5
In regard to the foreign policy under Truman; the United
States' relations with the Soviets were strained and would
be strained more. But this was not a bad situation. for the
Truman administration to be in. In many people's eyes the
Soviets were "evil' and since President Truman was not
cooperating with them, he must be against evil. General
Marshall, Secretary of State under President Truman, appeared
to the public as being asbove politics and since this was so,
there was immunity from attack by the Republicans.16
Mr. Clifford listed six major domestic issues that the
‘President could expect to encounter during the campaign, and
he also listed six answers to these issues. The first was
high prices--the President must be seen as an inflation fighter.
He could accomplish this by presenting a étrong snti~inflation
program to congress.. Second was the housing issue; in this
instance Clifford recommended that the President attack the
Real Estate Lobby because of thé effects it had on congress
and its voting behavior. Third is the Marshall Plan, which
the administration should be in total support of as an attack

on Russian aggression. Next there was tax revision, and the

memorandum suggested that by giving people more take home
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money, inflation would seem less severe. Fifth was that the
President should show interest and concern for conservation
of natural resources, especially in the West. Clifford
concluded that the President should support a strong civil
rights program to keep the Negro vote iﬁ the Democratic
column. '/

As a géneral plan, Clifford said that the President
should attack the 80th Congress and its record in regard to
these issueé. The Republicans in the Congress could be
linked with the Republican nominee. 'S

Two suggestions that Clifford gave in closing his
memorandum was that the Democratic partytshould be rebuilt,
beginning with a new chairman and that a "think group" should
be developed to plan strategy. The new chairman could liven-
up the party and get it moving in a positive d:'u:ect’ion.]'9
The thiﬁk group would plan strategy and coordinate efforts by
the Democrats to insure 'a maximizing of their work. Clifford
stated that these people should not be from within the admin-
igstration so that a new and unbiased work would be done by

them.20

The memorandum had two purposes:. it listed the probablé

and it listed a course of action that should be followed

during the campaign of 1948.21
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In a later interviéw Clifford described his thoughts
concerning the election: '"We've got our backs on our own
one-yard line with a minute.to play; it has to be razzle~
dazzle."zz

President Truman welcomed Clifford's memorandum and
agreed with its basic content. But the memoréndum was just a
piece of paper and it was useless unless it was put into
practice.

One of the first actions by the President towards ful-
filling the memorandum was when he realized the importance of
the farmer and the fact that i+ the New Deal had been good
to the farmer. Between 1940 and 1948, the farmer's
purchasing power rose 70% while the national aQeragé was
only 50%. During the same time span farm assggt.rosé by
$69,000,000,000. Farmers' bank deposits also went up in
amount, from $4,000,000,000 té $16,000,000,000, as did
savings bonds, $4,500,000,000. At the same time farm
mortgages decreased from $6,600,000,000 to $4.900,000,000.23
Yes, the Democrats had been good to the farmers and it was
hoped that the farmers would be good to the Democrats.

Labor also saw good times under the New Deal, but those
good times seemed to be coming to a close. In 1947 the 80th

Congress passed the Taft-Hartly Act over President Truman's

veto. This had a crippling effect on labor while it helped
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management. ¢

Clifford offered President Truman advice on labor. He
said that President Truman had to inspire labor just as
Franklin Roosevelt had done while he was President. The way
to do this, suggested Clifford, was to invite labor leaders to
the White House to discuss current events in general and also
make_labor leaders appointees to different councils of the
administration. By doing this the President could get laboxr
to support him and work for him without the President working
for labor. And if the President spoke in generalities, he
would not be forced to follow labox's advice. This way
there would not be hurt feelings.zs‘

The minoritieé would not be as easy’to please as the
farmers and 1ab§r. This was caused by the large numbers and
the many differences fhat existed between groups of minorities.
The major groups were listed by Clifford in his memorandum:
the Jews, Catholics, Negroes, and Ttalians. Each of these
had their differences, but all were important in a close electio

The Negroes were important, due to their size and
concentration in the large Northern cities. They had been

voting Democratic during Roosevelt's tenure in office, but

they appeared to be swinging over to the Republican ranks.

.C1ifford's suggestion was a strong civil rights program to

11

——————
T

win them over to President Truman. Any votes that would be
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lost in the South would be overcome in‘the.North.26

The Negwswere essential in the state of New York, and
since New York héd the most electoral vofes, 47; it was a
coveted prize for the 1948 election. Since 1816, the heart
of the Jewish population in the United States was in New York
City,and New York City was neafly mandatory if a candidate
wanted to win the state. Only Woodrow Wilson, in 1916, had

ever won the presidentisl election without winning New York.27

Clifford generalized the Catholics into two areas. They
were consistant Democrats and they feared Communism. By
Truman's being tough with Russis, they could be in the

v [ L4 28 ”
President's column in November. o
The Italisms were important in four states: WNew York,

Rhode Island, Massachusetts, and California because as

Clifford said, Yit almost always votes as a solid bloc--is

notoriously volatile; swinging essily from party to party."
If President Truman could win over a few Italian 1eéders he
could count on having the whole group. The job;'however,
would not be an easy one.29
If the Dem&crats could off-set the Republicans in the
Northeast, and if the South would remain safely Democratic

all that was left was the West as the deciding factor for the

election. As stated earlier the problems of the West were:
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flood control, reclamation, and agriculture. These problems
had been seemingly ignored prior to 1948 and the blame for this
lack of recognition could be placed on the 80th Congress. 1If
the apathetic behavior of thé Congress cquld be linked with

the Republican nominee,the Truman campaign would be greatly
aided. Both the congress and the major opponents for Truman
in 1948 were Republicaggso the link would not be difficult

to make.30

These domestic issues would be important ones in the

campaign and the foreign issues would take a ''back seat' to
them, claimed Clifford.31 The main domestic issue was high
prices. The Republicans had blamed the high prices on the
President because he removed price controls and waé for wage
increases for labor. Clifford ?ointed'out in his memorandum
that the President had been for continuatién of priée controlsy

but that congress was not. It would be necessary for the

President to remind the people:of this fact because the

32 In the sixteen months

Republicans certainly would not.
before October, 1947, retail prices rose 23%.33 This price
increase could be relate& to the inflation rate that had
struck before the depression in 1932. Many of the voters
remembered the depression and its hard times and they would |

vote accordingly. Other voters did not remember the depression

of 1932 but still voted with it in mind.>” If the Presider
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could link thése memories tothiesRepublican party he could
only help his efforts for re—eiection. An exsmination of
the business cycle for the first part of the 20th century
shows many bed economic times while Republicans held office.
Contractions in the business cycle occurred in: 1910 and
1911, Theodore Roosevelt; 1923, Warren G. Harding; 1927,
Calvin Coolidge; and 1929 to 1932, Herbert Hoover. All
these Presidents were Republican and if they could be linked
with bad times the people would not vote for their party.35
The ﬁepublicans had not held the executive branch of

the government for sixteen yeare but they did gain control
of congressvin 1946. By this action they showed that they
were on the rise. Any party that won the congressional
midterm election won the Presidency two years later. There
was only one exception to thié: 1876. but the rule held true
in 1892, 1896, 1912, and 1932.36

Although there were 188 Democratic Representatives and
55 Democratic Senators in Congress, President Truman was
unable to cooperate with the body on the whole. President
Truman had six vetoes overridden by the 80th Congress. Among
these was the Taft-Hartley Act and a $4,700,000,000 tax cut.37
A simple analysis of this situation would show that Président
Truman was not receiving the support of tﬁe Democrats in the

Congress. Tn the house there were only 88 Democrats that
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backed the President's tax cut while only ten Democratic

Senators backed him.38

The President knew that Congress would not improve his

imsge during an election year by passing his proposed reforms.

Because of this; the President was able to send recommenda-
tions to Congress in large numbers knowing that because of
his timing they would never be passed. An example of this
policy was the President's civil rights bill.3?

President Truman used these issues and called the 80th
Congress a ''do-nothing congress”éo but this was not true.
The 80th Congress had passed over 100 bills and among them
were: The Taft-Hartley Law, the Marshall Plan, and the

Vandenberg Resolution.'{.""1

This meant nothing. The President
wanted a do-nothing congress in the people's minds and if
he could do it;their record would become secondary.

Thé final concern that arose in the planning of the
campaign was the image of the President himself. He had

been cast as, '"a man of the people trying to do his best."

But this was to be changed, since humility was not needed

in the arena of politics. He had to show poise and confidence,

not a man "trying to do his best" but instead a man that is
doing his best. 42 He is a man that has wide interest as can

be seen when he visits with Einstein and Henry Ford II, as

Clifford recommended.
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A President should be a man commanding respect, he is
the Commander-in-Chief. The Commander-in-Chief is not a
bungling fool but rather a ?ery powerfﬁl and important man,
and the people must be reminded of this.43

The President was an F. D. R. man, because he was

hand chosen by Roosevelt and he was still using Roosevelt's

ideas. As the Denver Post put it, ""The New Deal--its

preservation, perpetuation, and completion is what Harry
S. Truman is pinning.his hopes on." The F. D, R. image
wasvnot dead as long as it remained in the minds of the
people.é*4
A1l this planning was done by executive people in
strict secrecy. It was almost destroyed by new issues in
1948. But finally, on Marchk 8, 1948, Democratic National

Chairman J. Howard McGrath announced to reporters that

the President would run if he was nominated.45
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CHAPTER II

With the beginning of 1948 President Truman's problems
began with his re-election. Clark Clifford had seen the
problem in 1947 when he described the Democratic party as
"an unhappy alliance of Southern Conservatives, Western
Progressives, and big city labor. "'46

A general air of defeat hung over the entire party.
Bernard Baruch, Cornelius Whitney and many otheré refused
to take the job of Chairman of the Democratic Finance
Committee. Finally Louis Johnson accepted the job.47 The
apathy of the party wés a major blow to President Truman, but
it was not the only blow he received during the 1948 fight.

There were two major concerns of the people in the
upcoming election; one was the record of the 80th Congress.
In this area President Truman had his strategy planned out
well in advance. The other issue was Communism in the
federal government. This came to a peak on July 30th when
Elizabeth T. Bentley testified to a subcommittee on expen-
ditures in the executive departments that she had received
information from government officials to pass on to
Communist spies.48

This came in the same year that the Russians had taken

over Czechoslovakia, which was the first democratic state
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ever taken over by Communists. These two events combined to
intensify the peoples' fear of Communism.49

By the time she finished, Miss Bentley had compiled 2
list of spies that she knew were in the higher parts of the
government. The list included: William T. Remington, from
the Department of Commerce, Lauchlin Carrie, a one-time
White House economic advisor, and Alger Hiss, a mémber of
the State Department.SG

The. President was hurt, politically, by the link that
seemed to exist between his govermment and the Soviets, but -
he still fought for his administration. He referred to the
entire affair as a 'red-herring' devised byvhis-opponents
to damage him. He had to find a way of ridding himself of
this and he began to look for the solution.”l The solutioﬁ
was found by linking the Communists with Henry Wallace;

In late 1947 and early 1948 many of the major polls
predicted that President Truman would béat any Republican
that ran against him. TIf Senator Robert Taft was his
opponent, he would win by an overwhelming amount. But by
the time the President announced his candidacy, his popu-
larity plummetted and he was behind Thomas Dewey and Harold

Stassen, with Earl Warren and Senator Taft not too far

behind. President Truman had been popular due to his

progroams that he enacted but this popularity fell when
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these programs were not -followed by more relief programs.
This was not all the fault of the executive depgrtment.
Congress had refused to give Truman any support in the
q.52

election year, so his programs suffere

The New York Times polled the 48 states one month before

the election and found Dewey winning 29 states and 350
electoral votes.52 All the other major polls followed this
line of thought and picked Dewey as a sure winner. The
Gallup poll did show a slip in the Wallace vote; which
would help Truman, but the slide was too small to be of
any significance. 53

These polls were not just guess—wdrk by highipositioned~
journalists, the polls.were thought to be scientific and
accurate. TIn 1944 Roper polls were off by a mere .3% when
they predicted a Roosevelt victory over the Republicans.
The three major.polls (Roper, Gallup, and Crosley) all
agreeéd that Dewey was é sure thing in the election.54

The newspapers were no help to the President. Over
65% of them, with 80% of the circulation backed Dewey.>3
The papers told how Dewey would run things and that President

Truman did not have a chance of being elected. The Detroit

Free Press told everyone not to worry about the President,

he had a 25,000 dollar a year pension and could write a

~ book or twn, and he could work in radio.56 Pregident Truman
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expected this kind of response from the papers and he was not
worried about it, but we shall look at this later.

With President Truman's popularity dropping, there were
many people trying to take over as President in 1948. One
of these people was Henry Wallace, former Vice-President
under Franklin Roosevelt, but more recently editor of the

New Republic. 1In his editorials he attacked President

Truman and his programs and at the same time he praised
Russia. Since the Republican party was ''beyond hope’ and
the Democratic party was a ''party of war and depression'
Henry Wallace threw hié hat into the ring and announced his

candidacy as an independent candidate on December 29, 1947.°7

President Truman's cold war with Russia and the development)

of atomic bombs were the given reasons for Wallace's
candidacy. Civil Rights was a part of the Wallace platform
but it was secondary to these two.”8 But other reasons
for his candidacy surely existed, First he wished to push
the Democratié party more to the 1eft.. Its affiliation with
the South had driven it to the conservative right, which left
many liberals in a depressed state. If Wallace could not push
the party to the 1eft; he could insure thé defeat of the
party'59

One week after the Democratic convention, the Progressive

noxty _held itg convention and nominated Henry Wallace for
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President, and Idaho Senator Glen Taylor for Vice-President. 60

A platform committee was formed, headed by Lee Pressman,
who had been fired as General Counsel of the C. I. 0., because
of his leftist attitude. Wallace's platform consisted of four
major points: peace with RuSsia; destruction of all atomic
weapons, repealing of the draft, and many "far-reaching"
domestic reforms.®l |

Support for this platform came from a wide range of people:
Democrats disappointed in President Truman, liberals, and most
of all, Communists. Russia had nothing to lose and everything
to gain if President Truman was defeated. If Wallace could
take away any of the Democratic vote; in a close election,
the Repuﬁlieans would find themselves in power.62

Wallace received political support'frém the P.C.A.
(Progressive Citizens of America). The P.C.A. was strong in the
trade unions, especially the C., I. 0. Wallace was also sup-
ported by the Citizens Committee for the Arts and Sciences
which was made up of left-wing intellectuals who feared tﬁat

the control of the atomic bomb would bring war, and also

Democrats against President Truman because of his foreign policy.

The P, C. A. shifted into the Progressive party and by
late 1947 boasted a membership of over 100,000 people in 25
states. But the P, C. A. lost many prominent Democrats when

it nominated Wallace for President. Among them was Eleanor
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Roosevelt who turned to the anti-communist A. D. A. (Americans
for Democratic Action). Because of the communist influence
found in the Wallace party many trade unions; including the

C. I. 0., also turned away from the Progressive party.62

The entire country was included in the Wallsce campaign,
including the deep Scuth. Not even President Truman'would go
to the deep South. The deep South greeted Wallace at his
speeches with jeers, sneers; and tomatoes. This did not bother
Wallace because he saw himself as a martyr. He spoke to over
25,000 people during his tour in the deep South, but he con-
verted only a few to his side. Even though he had few fol-
lowers in the deep South, Wallace was on all of the southern
states ballots;4except Georgia and Olclahoma. 0%

Early in the campaign the polls showed Wallace winning 5
to 6 million voters but his popularity kept shrinking as the
campaign went on. By the end of it, he received only aboat
207 of his preaicted total, 03

But Henry Wallace was not the only person who was trying
to insure the defeat of President Truman. The Republican
Party had many people campaigning for the Republican nomination.
It was certain that President Truman would be the Democratic
nominee and that he did not have a chance of winning. The

chances of a third party winning were very small which left
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of people sought that nomination.

The three front-runners for the spot on the top of the
party ticket were Thomas Dewey, governor o0f New York, Senator
Robert Taft from Ohio, and Harold Stassen from Minnesota.

Governor Dewey was by all odds the favorite for the
nomination because he had a good recofd as governor of the
largest state in the union. His work as governor during
World War II saw many great achievements including: a raise in
unemployment and disability benefits, a $623,000,000 stockpile
in the state treasury, and passage of laws ending racial and
religious diécrimination in employment.66

Another reason why Governor Dewey was a leading candidate
was because he was not a newcomér to presidential nominations.
In 1948 Dewey made his third bid for the presidéncy. In 1940
he lost the nomination at the conventién:but he won the nom-
ination in 1944 which made him the leader of tﬁe party in 1948.
He lost to the Democrats in 1944 who were led by Franklin
Roosevelt. This was the closest election for Franklin Roose-

57

velt. Surely Harry Truman would be no problem for a man

that came the closest to defeating Franklin Roosevelt.
While Governor Dewey also had usually lost his first bid

for a position, he usually won the second time, and 1948 was

his second try for the presidency.68

-

Despite all these promising attributes of Dewey, not all
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of the Republicans wanted him as the nominee. A large group
backed the Republican leader in the Senate, Senator Robert Taft.
Senator Taft‘was a true Republican who worked his way up
in the party. He began his career as an Ohio Sféte Repre~
sentative, and later he became a State Senator before he took
up office as a United States Senator.69
Taft had two drawbacks facing him in his bid for the
nominétion. First, was that many republicans who agreed with
his ideas saw him as being conservative. The second was his
strong spirit and bluntness towards people. 1In September, 1947,
he was asked for his solution to high food priees. His reply
was, "we should eat 1653.”70 |
The final major candidate for the Republican nomination
was Hérold Stassen, former governor of Minnesota. Stassen
resigned as governor in 1942, after being elected twice, to
join the Navy in the war effort. After the war, President
Roosevelt made Stassen a delegate in the founding of the United
Nations. In 1946 he decided to rﬁn for the presidency and
began his campaign two years early. He campaigned as a
liberal Republican seeing the solution to the domestic prob-
lems by supporting a system of free enterprise. The United
Nations was his answer to foreign issues.’l

Stassen was a hard campaigner and kept his face before the

public. Newsweek figured he covered 160,000 miles in 476 days
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and made 325 speeches. DTuring the same time he spent over
§1,000,000 on his campaign.’2

When tﬁe Republicans reached the convention site Thomas
Dewey was in the lead with 350 delegatee, oniy 198 short of
- the needed 548 total votes for the nomination. Taft and Stas-
sen tried to form a "Stop Dewey" movement;vbut disagreement
between the two stopped the effort.

On the first bailot Dewey polled 434 delegates while Taft
managed 224 and Stassen took 157. When -the second ballot was
held, Dewey's total grew to 515. Seeing a certain win for
Dewey, Taft called for é recess and met with Stassen to ask
for his support. Stassen :esponded that he would release his
- delegates to Taft on the fourth ballot. Taft knew there would
be no fourth ballot, so he coneeded to Dewey and on'the third

‘ballot Dewey was nominated. />

In his acceptance speech to the ccnvention, Dewey stated,

"I come to you unfettered by a single obligation or promise to

any living ﬁerson."74 This sammed up Dewey's strategy for the
presidenfial‘race.‘ President Truman and his staff turned the
strategy for the presidential race around and used it agsinst
the Republican candidate, bylgressing issues and demanding
answers.

After Governor Earl Warren was chosen as the Vice-

Presidential candidate, the delegates developed the platform.
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The platform contained promises of collective bargaining,
support of the U. N.; a bi-ﬁartisan foreign policy, support
of the Marshall Plan, a strong civil rights plan, and con-
tinuation of federal.aid to the public./’?

After the Republican convention, the Democratic
convention began. It is interesting to note that much of the
early work done at the convention was not done for President
but rather sgainst him.

Both major parties, in 1948, attempted to draft General
Dwight Eisenhower as their candidate. He had turned down‘the
offers but organizational Democrats did not giveAup easily.
They liked the thoqght of having‘the General lead their ticket.
He was-a much stronger leader than President Truman had ever
been. However, his political views were unknown. That is why
both parties were able to try to win him over to their side;
and it was certain that he would help the local candidates.76
By being willing to change the name at the head of the ticket
the Democrats showed that they were not counting on winning
the Presidential election. A change at this late stage in the
nomination would insure defeat for thé“Democratic presidential
candidate, but it might help the congressional candidates,

Eisenhower's support came from three different areas in

the Democratic party. The liberals wanted him because they

felt that Truman was not carrying out the New Desl policies
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fast enough. Southern Democrats showed their dislike of Tru-
man's stand on civil rights'by suppoafing the Generalvwho
they knew nothing about in regards to civil rights. Their
thinking was surely he could be no worse that Truman. Organi-
zation Democrats just did not think that Truman could win
and that even at the late date the General‘was their only
hope of winning.77

Eisenhowerfs response was not good as far as the organi-
zational Democrats were. concerned. The former general told
'them; ""No matter under whatterﬁs; conditions, or premises
a propésal might bevcouched, I would refuse the
nomination."’8

When Eisenhower took his name out of contention for the
Democratic nomination,ﬁﬁahyrof.his backers turned to Justice
William Douglas, who also tufned down the nominatioﬁ.7?A
The Democrats were ''stuck' with President Truman whether
they liked it or not. |

Not all of the delegates felt that they were ”stﬁck“
with Truman as the candidate for their party. A number of
Southern democratic leaders met in Jackson, Mississippi; on
May 10,’1948. They developed-a strategy where they hoped
to block a Truman noﬁination‘by forming a Southern coalition,

and supporting Dick Russell or Harry Byrd. If this failed

they planned to bolt the party and meet at a States Right's
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convention to select their ownAcandidate. If no candidate
received a majority of the electoral vote the election would
go to the House of Representatives with each stafe receilving
only one vote each. TIn the House the States Right's candi-
date would have a good chance of winning.the election. &0
President Truman was not. worried about the nomination
because he was head of the party and he knew that if the party
repudiated him the? would repudiate four years of Democratic
rule. VOn the first and only ballot, the President received
048 votes td_Russell'sv263. "All but 12 of the Southern
delegates voted for Russell.®l Alben Barkley was then noﬁidated
as the Vice-Presidential candidate by acclamation. President
Truman csme to Philadelphia to accept the nomination in person.
His speech was vibrant and he suprised everyone when he said:

On the twenty-sixth of July, which out in Missageiopi

we call '"Turnip Day'. T am going to call Congress back
and ask them to pass laws to halt rising prices, to
meet the housing crisis--which they are saying they

are for in their platform.

"At the same time, T shall ask them to act upon other
vitally needed measures, such as aid to education,

which they say they are for; a national health program;
civil rights legislation, which they say they are for;
an increase in the minimun wage, which I doubt very much
they are for; extension of the Social Security coverage
and increased benefits, which they say:they are for;
funds for projects needed in our program to provide
public power and cheap electricity. By indirection,

the Eightieth Congress has tried to sabotage the power
policies the United States has pursued for fourteen years.
The power lobby is as bad as the real-estate lobby,
which is sitting on the housing bill.

"I shall ask for adequste and decent laws for displaced
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persons in place of this anti-Semitic, anti-Catholic
law which the Eightieth Congress passed.

"Now my friends, if there is any reality behind the
Republican platform, we ought to get some action from
a short session of the Eightieth Congress. They can

do this job in fifteen days, if they want to do it.
They will still have time to go out and run for office.
"They are going to try to dodge their responsibility.
They are going to drag all the red herrings they can,
across this campaign, but T am here to say that Senator
Barkley and I are not going to let them get away with it.

87
With this the delegates cheered the President and praised his
idea of calling for the special session of Congress.

Once the excitement of the nomination settled the delegates
turned to planning and putting together a revised platform.
Civil rights was the chief problem. President Truman wanted a
continuation .of the 1944 plan on éivil rights which would not
upset the South. But liberals led by a young senator named
Hubert Humph;ey wanted a plank stating the same points that
President Truman said in his State of the Union‘address.
Debates rose between conservatives and liberals, who were
joined by the big city bosses. The bosses thought that since
the national ticket was lost; a strong civil rights plank
would help the local candidates. When the convention voted,
there was 651% for the new plank and 582% against it. The
Mississippi and half of the Alabsma delegation got up and left
the convention waving Confederate flags. The rest of the

South stayed for the close of the convention. The remaining

parts of the platform went according to Trumsn's‘plans.83
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Civil rights were very important in 1948 for many reasons.
Blacks had a large population in the United States; especially
in the industrial North. The blacks who had supported Franklin
Roosevelt had begun to go to the Republican ranks. The feéeling
was that since the South was in control of the Democratic party,
there was little chance for Negroes to advance in the party.
This feeling was being supported by the NAACPE, 84

Truman was at first williﬁg to give into the South by
adopting the 1944 plank on civil rights. The President saw
civil rights as being important in fiction, but not in reality.85
The new plank did offer advantages to the Democrats. It would
certainiy steal votes from Wallace, and it also insured the
black vote. S0 The new plank was a break from the Roosevelt way,
and now Truman was walking on new untested ground.87

To say the South ﬁas upset over the new plank would be an
understatement. Over 6,000 of them gathered in Birmingham,
Aiabama, for a one day convention. Only Mississippi and Alabama
were there in total. Leading candidates for the nomination did
not come to the convention--Dick Russell, Harry Byrd, and Gov-
ernor Ben Laney were all absent. | |

Tﬁe nomination went to Strom Thurmond, Governor of South
Carolina, for President, and Fielding Wright, Governor of Missis-
sippi, for Vice President. The convention made plans to hold

another convention to select electors. The plan was even if
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the Democrats won;the state, the electors would not vote for
Truman.88
With all this happening around him, President Truman

began his campaign to win the Presidency.
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CHAPTER ITII

Problems occur in every campaign for political office.
There -is only one winner in an election for the Presidency;
The winner is the candidate that keeps his problems, in regard
to the election, to a minimum; and the problems that do ~arise
are overcome.

Harry Truman had problems just like the other candidates
seelking office. We have already seen many of them ir‘ the
first two chaptefs. The most basic problem facing the Presi-
‘dent was getting peoplé to think he could win, and that he was
thelbetter man for the offiée. Truman's mother~in-law thought
he was wrong for rumning égainst "a nice man like Thomas
Demey"gg But Truman felt he had a strong enough chance to
ovarcome these problems and he began his campaign in spite
of them.

The Presidentvfollowed Clark Clifford's advice and began
his campaign with fhe State of the Union address; which he
delivered to Congress on January 7th.

In the speech the- President outlined the issues that would
arise in the following months and\he stated his stand on them.
He‘said he was for the following: a strong civil rights pro-
gram;'expansion of unemployment apd Social Security benefits;

a national health insurance program; federal aid for education
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and housing; rent controls to be reinstated; = higher minimum
wage from 40¢ to 75¢ an hour; éevelopment of natural resources
following the T. V. A. framework; and, finally, a tax cut of

840 for each éependant.go |

He also asked Congress to pass his»lO-point program to
fight inflation. This was the same program that was rejected
by Congress two monthsvearlier.g2

The State of the Union message was directed towards people
and groups that had been Dembcréts or might vote Democratic in
the election. Wagé earners, farmeré; Négfoes, and conservation-
ists were all Suppoitive of the ideoloéy of the speech.

But the President did not stop here. 1In éarly 1948, he
sent messages to congiess to outline his plans. Between Feb-
ruary 2nd, and Maxch  1st, nlne messages went from the White
House to the Capi;al. These messages did two very 1ﬁportant
things. First, they gave the people the feeling that Truman
was really fighting Coﬁgress for what the people thought was
important. Also, by sending messages at different times, the
President was able to keep his program on the front pages of
the newspapers and on the radio.93
Trumén‘s mességes to Congress did not put\him in a high

position with the Southern Democrats. The civil rights pro-

gram he presented received a great deal of criticism from the

Southerners. But Truman was following his strategy of

PPN -
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.

concentrating on the North, because, at this point, the South
appeared to be still Democratic. If Truman could win Ngw York,
Illinois; Pennsylvania; Ohio, and Michigan, their electoral
vote total would outweigh the South.gé It was a risk for
Truman, but it was not too big of a risk, so because of this
ﬁe avoided the South while cémpaigning.

With the campaign already in motion, the President felt
that he had to move too. But a problem arose here. Truman
wanted to criss»cfoss the éountry by train. This costs money,
money many ngocrats did noﬁ4want to spend on aﬁ'eiection that
seemed doomed to defeat. They wanted Truman to campéign
striétly from the office of the Presidency. This would cut
costs drastically. This left Truman to look for less expensive
methods of campaigning.

An opportunity arose in the Spring of 1948 when the
University of California offered the President an honorary
degree. This gave Truman a chance to make a 'monpolitical"

trip across the country with the federal government paying for

: el ] * I3 l
the entire trip. He went by train and crossed through eighteen

states and he made 76 speeches, including five majorvaddresses.
Truman's off-the-cuff style of speaking was clear and

biting. ''You've got the worst Congress in the United States:

you've ever had. If you want to continue the policies of the

80th Congress, it'll be your funeral."?® This type of speech
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with the 80th Congress as the enemy of the people, characterized
the Truman campaign.

He was met by over a million people in Los= Angeles. While
Eastern editors blasted the President for his lack of eloquence,
the pe0ple/of the West were generally cheering him on; and on
he went.96 |

By June 20th, Tfuman was back in Washington D. C.
planﬁinthhe "official“ start of the campaign in Detroit,
Michigaﬁ on Labor Day. ' But he had managed to get a quick
start and he was ahead of tﬁe Republicans in work, if not in
votes.

Thé Detfoit speech had to be good; because it was meant
for not only Detroit; but for New York, Pittsburg, Dallas,

and Seatfle as well. The President was speaking to more than

250,000 that crowded into Cadilac Square. 1In his speech, he

asked for labor's support and said that the Republicans would
hurt labor as was evident by the Taft-Hartley law passed by

Congress.97

Tﬁe link of the Republicans with big business
had begun.

Dewey's response to the Truman attack was minimal. . He
sent Stassen to Detroit to defend the Republican party, but

he himself ignored Truman. Only 3,000 came to see Stassen. 28

Truman campaigned for 44 days and his major trips were:
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DATE AREA MILES SPEECHES
June 3-18 West Coast 9,545 76
July 15-16  Philadelphia 266 1
Sept. 5-7 Detroit 1,800 7
Sept. 17- West Coast 8,600 135
Oct. 6-9 N.J. & N.Y. 1,400 27"
Oct. 10-16  Midwest - 3,556 46
Oct. 18-19 Miami & Raleigh 2,200 3
Oct. 21. Washington D.C. 1
Oct. 22-24  Pennsylvania 840 5
Oct. 24- . .

Nov. 1 Final Trip 2,534 49
Nov. 4-5 Victory Special 1998 5
TOTALS | 31,739 35597

The President opened.his first transcontinental "political’
trip by speaking at. the National Piéwing Contest in Déxter,
Towa: . lThis shows that there waé no place too small fbr
the President.

The trip lasted 16 days and was éoncluded in Los-Angeles.
Here ﬁresident Truman described how he saw the campaign; "This -
is a championship fight--the American people are sold on fhe
idea thsat noquy deserves.to win a championship fight by
running away..... or ducking the issues.”100

On fhese campaign trips Clifford cérried an extensi&e
staff which included;'William Batt; head of the research for
3peechesg David Niles; minority expertg Charlie Ross, Press
Secretary; and probably the most important man, Oscar Chapman;

who was the advanceman. It was his job to prepare a town to

receive the President. He made many of the stops important
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ones by insuring that a well-planned and well-~publicized

reception would greet the President~101 :

Even though the "Truman''Special" (The name of the Presidenz
tial train) was travéiing aileround tﬁé country,'consfaht
contact wiﬁh Washington was always maintained. Because of this,
the President was aware of any mzjor happenings that occured
in the nation o% the Republican party.loz

The plan of attack that Trrman used was not a new one._
Tauring the nation to get sdpport of the people was first used
by Andrew Johnson to get suppoit'for his reconstruction plan.
The planidid not’workvfor thnéon, but that did not stop Woodrow
Wilsoﬁ from trying'it to get'sﬁpport for the League-of Nations.

Wilson traveled across the country but because of poor health

his trip failed too. 03

This did not stop Truman from trying the plan. He thought
that peéple make up their minds by personal observations. The
only way people could see him is if he went to them, it was
eaéier to -move oné man than millions of pepple.lo4

Before he spoke to the people, Truman changed his Speakihg
stylép in his first years in the Wﬁité House he tried to copy
the formal style of Roosevelt. Hé did p&orly speaking and
tended to bore pecple; Hisenew style would never bore anyone,

and is the style of speech that many people remember; folksy, -

blunt, and sincere. 107 He used satire and ridicule to unite
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the people behind him against the Republicans.106

The topics. in Truman's speeches Qaried; but they always
came back to the saﬁe thing, the evil of the Republicans.
Truman explained domestic and foreign‘policies in plain
English; and pointed out the problems in these areas caused

by the 80th Congresé.107

Truman reminded the people of the hard times they suffered

under the Republicans before 1933. The New Deal and its

promises were not dead and the President made sure that no one

forgot that. K+¥hese were not enough, the record of the 80th
Congress was blasted by the President. 108

The President did give the people a choice; it was
"between special interests and the public welfare, 109

After the election Truman summed up his reasons for the
whistlestops:

I was sure the American people would agree with me

if they had all the facts. I knew, however, that

the Republican controlled press and radio would be

against me, and my only remaining hope of communi-

cating with the people was to %TB the message to

the people in a personal way."

To get the personal message to the people Truman had to
get to know them. This was done by a research department
headed-by William Batt, Jr., and under the direction of Clark

Clifford. The staff was made up of non-cabinet people, so a

non-administrative point of view would be given. This group

researched factg sbout local areas, so that the President
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could use the bits of information in his speeches. They also

kept an eye on what Congress had done, and any opportunity

where the Republicans could be hurt by the Congress was taken.

Truman's back platform speeches from the train followed a
basic outline. The President began with a short introduction,
often bringing iﬁ a local reference, supplied by the research
department. Then one of three familiar propositions was men-
tioned: a vote for Wallace or Thurmond was a Republican vote;
the Republicans were for the riéh; and the Democrats were
fighting inflation and were for world peace; From here an
example was given to clarify the proposition. A pléa was.made
for the people to register and vote, and Truman closed by
expressing his confidence in his victory.. In 15 to 20 minutes
the back platform speech was over and the tiain began its trip
to the next town,ll2

The speecheé pointed out the New Deal ideas, ideas which
were developeé under Roosevelt. The réason why these New Deal
ideas were not fully implemented was because the Republican
Congress was stopping the President from doing his job.

Truman suggested that a Democratic Congress would be easier to
work with and more good would be achieved.113
'The bad image of the 80th Congress was linked to Dewey

by Truman.

Make no mistake, when we talk of the fgilure of the

11
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80th Congress, we are talking about the policies of the

Republican candidate. They are tarred with the same

brush---~theabrush that. big business used to brush

off the needs and the claims of the people.ll%

The local people enjoyed the President and the first
family. The speeches Truman gave excited listeners. Local
politiciaﬁs climbed aboard the Truman Special and traveled
with the President while eaéh sﬁpported the other.11d

The people saw the great contrast that existed between
Dewey and Truman. While Dewey was not committing himself to
anything, Truman was taking a stand on everything. By Truman
doing thisAhe involved everyone in the outcome of the.eiection.
His veto of the Taft-Hartley law involved labor; congress'
rejection of his.price controls affected the farmers; and
civil rights made the Negro aware of the situation at hand. 110

The papers saw the response the people were giving the
President but few of them were willing to change their earlier
predictions. They were sure that the crowds would not elect
him as President. Truman disagreed with them, "I found re-
newed encouragementvand confidence in the respénse that came
from the crowds that gathered at all the train stops on this
first tour."+17
The ge&graphy of the campaign trips shows which people and

areas Truman wanted to win (See the enclosed map in table £).

He was the first incumbent to campaign for president in Texas
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and he avoided the ''solid south" entirely. While in Texas and
Miami, he éompletel§ avoided ci§11 rights and talked ébout
economies and foreign affairs. This is proof that Harry
did not always '"'giv'em hell." Aﬁd since Truman avoided the
"solid south" if was left to”prominent soﬁtherners,like
Senatox George, Senator Pepper, and Governor Folsom. But
even these strong southerners avoided civil r’ights.ll8

‘As the campaign went on; crowds grew larger for Truman and
smaller for Dewey. Truman was constantly outdrawinghbewey and
séme people were beginning to have secénd thoughts, while
others thought Dewey would be able ©:harmg:ofifir the victory.u9

While Truman was attracting large crowds all around the |
country, Senator Barkley was busy trying to do the same.
Traveling in a DC3 plane, he visited 36 states and made over
250 speeches. He often led the Truman train into a town,
preparing the people by warming them up with the same speaking
style he used to win over the convention.120

But the issue that the Democrats kept bringing up in the
campaign was the 80th Congress. Because the Repuﬁlicans had
been out of the White House for over 15 years, many of the
voters were unable to remember anétRepublican President. But
everyone knew what a Republican’ Congress was and Truman wanted

the image of the candidate to be the same as the Congress'.

In an effort to discredit the Congress, and at the same
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time fhe Republican party, Truman called for a special session
of Congress as he said he would at the convention. The special
session was not new and they had been called by other Presidents
in the past.

‘The session opened on July 26, 1948, and on the 27th
Truman delivered his eight-point program in person to the
congressmen. Parts of the program were leaked out to the press
earlier so tﬁat the people would be well informed about it.

The program called for: controls on inflation, a 75¢ minimum
wage, extension of socisl security, federal aid for education,
revision of the Displaced Persons Act, and approval by the
Senate of the Internatiénal Wheat Agreement. Most of these
had been endofsed by the Republican platform six weeks earlier.
A distinction must be made between a Republieén congressman
and a Republican candidate. . Truman made them appear to be the
same to the people, but this was not really trué. Dewey had
always been involved in state politics which was different
from federal politics. Also, people in Congress were followers
of their leader, Senator Robert Taft. This was the same
Senator Taft that Dewey beat for the nomination. Taft and his
fellow Congressmen cared little about Dewey and his promises.
What alienated the two was when Dewey failed to stand up fbr
the 80th Congiess when it was attacked by Truman. By Dewey

not answering the charges, many congressmen turned sgainst himl2

NS

o
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Party leaders did meet with Dewey at the start of the
session to see what he would like done. Dewey said that he
wanted only two parts of the agenda passed: a loan to build
the U.N. building in New York, and a revision of the Dis-
placed Persons Act. Both of these had a direct affect on the
State of New York.123

Truman had figured on little happening at the session.
"And of course they didn't do a damn thing. If‘they had been
smart and even passed one measure along the lines they'd
promised in their platform, I'd have been up a creek, but I
knew damn well they wouldn't do it, and of course, they
didn't,"124

When Truman presented an opportunity to Congress and they
refused to accept it, the stage was changed from Truman versus
Dewey to Truman versus the Republican 80th Congress.125

After twelve~days, six in filibuster, the session ended.
The only measures that were passed were a $653600,000 loan for
the U.N. building, and a limit on consumer credit.

At first the battle looked like a draw. The Republicans
had not done anything and Truman's motives were purely poli-
tical. This thinking changed and the a ffair became a win for
Truman. The peoplé saw Truman as worlking for them, and the
126

Republican Congress working against that ides.

In defense of the 80th Congress, it must be said that a
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President can act faster than Congress on 1egislatiqn. Also,
in an election year a party does not back legislation by the
other parties, because they do not want to iﬁprove the other
party's record. 127

The view of Congress by Truman in 1948 was not meritorious.
Truman transmitted this view of Congress to the people by having
‘the Congress be the major theme of hié back-platform speeches.
‘Truman felt that the only weapontheyhad was that it was time

for a change. By using the Republican Congress Truman was

able to change this thinking.128

Truman spoke about some of the actions of the 80th Congress
mostly actions that went agéinst the President. g%he Congress
_ended Democratic collective bargaining, social security, rent
and price controls, and they yielded to lobby groups in housing,
pri§e83 and taxes; or so Trumsn said. Thé importanf thing is
that Truman was able to get the people to agree with him¢129

Inflation was also blamed on Congress by Truman. But
this was not Truman's primary target for inflation. Originally
he blamed inflation on commodity speculation; but 1éteq members
of the Trumsn government were found to have over 54,000;000 in
such type of speculation.lBO |

Because of this, Truman changed his mind and placed the

blame entirely on the 80th Congress for its lack of action on

his proposed legislation. 1In"the special session of Congress
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Truman presented an anti-inflation program to the Congress
knowing that they would not act on any of the legislation.
Because of this lack of action, Congress was given the blame
for inflation.l30

Inflation was a strong determining factodor in~ the voting
patterns of farmers and the farmers were an important group to
the candidates in 1948. The farmers had been prosperous under
the Roosevelt and Truman administrations and it was Trumsn's
job to remind them of these good times.

In September, 1948, Harold Stassen blamed the Truman
administration for keeping farm prices up. This was a major
error by the Republicans. This pleased some hoéousewives, and
some food economists, but the wrath of the farmers was much
greater, and there were more farm votes thah the other two
together.132 |

At the same time Stassen was saying that the Truman admin-
istration was keeping food prices up, they were acfually drop-
ping. Corn went from $2.46 a bushel in November 1947, to $1.21
a bushel in November 1948. Wheat dropped from $2.66 a busﬁel
in October 1947 to $1.98 a bushel in October 1948. Oats kept
up with these two when it went from $1.09 to $369 a bushel.133

Trumsn took the blame Stassen laid on him; and turned it

against the Republican Congress. Congress had been decreasing

Commodity Credit Corporation (C.C.C.) storage bins. These
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storage bins were used by farmers to put their crops in when
the market price was low. Farmers could store their grain and
receive a loan from the govermment with the grain as collat-
eral. If prices went down, they would keep the loan and the
government would foreclose on the grain; if prices went up,
the farmers sold the stored crops and péid off the loan. But
by Congress‘s cutting back the storage space, from 292,000,000
bushels to 50,000,000 bushels between 1945 and 1948, fewer
farmers were able to use the space and would be forced to séll
their crops at lower prices?lgé

The yea¥ 1948vwas.the largest year ever for coin and the
second largest Qheat crop ever. With the excess of crops,
farm prices dropped because the market was flooded.135
Domestic issues were not tﬁe only topics in the 1948
~campaign. The foreign policy was very important too.

Up to this time the theme of Truman's foreign policy was
to keep peace.and this appeared to be a failure. There was
conflict in the Middle East and the free nations of Europe were
not coming togethér to stop any possible Soviet aggression.
This certainly did not sound like peace.136

But foreign policy was something too big to hide and it
was only a matter of time before it surfaced in’ the campsaign

speeches. When this did happen the Democrats tried to make

the Republican party, "the party of high tariffs and
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isolationism', while the Democratic party was ''the party of

international cooperation and peace.' But the image was in
danger because of the "Berlin Crisis'" and a possible war with
Russia. With this in mind, Truman decided ﬁo send Chief Justice

137 Truman thought

Fred Vinson to Russia to speak to Stalin.
that by sending Vinson to Russia, the U.8. could: open com-
munications, show U.S. strength, and better relations with the
Soviets.

The reasons were valid ones, so a press conference was
called to announce the trip. But because it was in October in
an election year the networks wanted to know something sbout
the conference's content before they gave the President free
air time. Part of the sPeéch was disclosed to the press and
the time was allotted.

Between the time the press was told and the conference was
held, Secretary of State Marshall telked to the President. He
was against the trip becavse it would undercut the efforts of
the U.N,, and that the press had built it up and was in effect‘
destroying the trip. Trumsn decided to call off the trip
which senf the press to their typewriters blasting the
Presidentel38

This hurt the image of the President. It appeared that he

was unsure of what was happening in his foreign policy. Al-

ready many people associated the foreign policy with Secretary
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of State Marshall.l3?

Truman did take credit for the Marshall plan and the
Truman Doctrine even though they were not entirely his own
creations;140 but ﬁecause of these two policies people generally
backed the Presideﬁt’s foreign action. The Marshall Plan could
have possibly caused a war with Russia, and relations were
strained at the time. But foreign crises, such as the one in
Berlin, caused the people to rally around the Preéident because
he was the Commander-in-Chief.

When people insult the President of the United States they
insult the UnitedAStates. The President is a symbol of the
United States in foreign affairs and when foréigners attack
him, many people feel that the United States is being verbally
attacked and this triggers defensive action by many peop].e.Ml

By fighting Russis dip%ématically; Truman was fighting
Communism. The people at the time were extremely worried about
Communism. One of the reasons was the tékeover of Czechoslavaki
by the Communists on February 25, 1948. This was a democratic
nation falling to the Communists; a democfatic nation like our
own. This meant the U.S. was susceptible to Communism, too.142
Many people felt that if Harry Truman was fighting Communism
he must be doing a good job.

One group that was concerned with the idea of Communism

was organized labor. Before 1948 labor did not get involwved
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extensively with Presidential elections. The A.F.L., American
Federation of Labor, was involved for the first time in a
Presidential race in 1948.143

Early in the year Wallace had large support from the
unions, but this support dropped and was swinging over to the
Truman camp. The major support that the unions gave was man-
power. In the C.I.0., 5,500,000 of the 6,500,000 supported the
Democrats; while 7,000,000 of the 8,000,000 in the A.F.L.

supported the Democrats,144

The enthusiasm of the unions could be seen in their leaders%*

', Phil Hannah, head of the A.F.IL. in Ohio; made over 150 pro-
Truman speecheg in two months. But the support came from
throughout the organization. Truman received over $l;000,000
from the A.F.L. and’the C.I,O.145 This support came to Truman
after he vetoed the Taft-Hartley law. Even though Congress
overrode his veto, the President was the victor because labor
saw him as the man who represented their interests.146

The timing of fhe unions could not have. been better for
Truman. Just when the party machines were falling apart, the
unions were able to step in and take their place.147

Truman knew he needed labor's support to win and his veto
of Taft-Hartley insured it., The unions were not able to put

all the industrial states in the Democratic column in November,

but they were a major factor in Rhede Island, Illinois, and
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Ohio, and West V:'Lrginia.1‘{*8 Dewey's union support was limited
mainly to John L. Lewis and the Building Employees.149

Wallace was expected to draw labor away from Truman, but
in actuality he helped push labor towards Truman. The reason
for the lack of labor support for Wallace was his link with
Communists. There were very few labor organizations that would
support a candidate linked with the Communist‘party.lso

Since labor appesred to be safely Democratic, Truman
spent time trying to win the votes of the mindfities;

" especially the Negro.

Truman waited until February anibefore he announced his
civil rightstplan. This was normally done in the State of the
Union message, but by holding it back Truman was sure Congress
would not pass any part of the plan; To maké sure that is was
not passed and to impress the minorities, Truman asked for a
stronger program. This backfired on*the Pfesident when at the
convention it was this that wasg aéopted as we have seenﬁ151

The President did not leave civil rights on paper only.
On July 26, 1948, he issued two executive.orders on civii
rights. One set up the Fair Employment Board and the other
created equal opportunity in the armed sérvices.lSz The plan

was, by winning the Negro vote, Truman would be able to cancel

out the loss of the Solid South. This followed the line of

thought in the Clifford Memorandum. ' °>
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The Negroes were not the only minority Truman wanted, he
also wénted the Catholic and Jewish vote. The Catholics were
won by being anti-Communist, but that left the Jews who were
valuable in New York. 124

The Jews came to the Démocrats Wheﬁ Truman, on May 14,
1948, led the United States in recognizing; de facto; the
state of Israel. Again Wallace was hurt when the Jews went
Democratic, -2

Wallace's problems were not limited to the Jews however.
One of his major probléms was that he could not feceive the
support of well-known politicians.lSGA Early in:the campaign
Wallace had welcomed Communist support,’but by July he wished
they would leave him alone. Truman had linked him to the
Communists which cost him votés and freed Truman from any

stain of Communism.ls7

Truman was able to push the radicals and Communists onto

Wallacé and leave him open to attack Wallace, and be able to
éay that the Communists were supporting Wallace to insure

a Dewey victory. This completely alienated the Communist
issue from Truman. But Dewey did not criticize the Truman
administration onAthe Communist issue.1?® When Elizabeth
Bentley testified that there were Communists in the Trumsn
government Dewey did not tske advantage of this. There were

two reasons why Dewey did not take up the Communist issue:
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the New York press called it a "witchhunt' and Dewey did not
want to be linked with such a thought, and many of the names
involved were Jewish and Dewey did not want ¢ hurt his image
and position with them.159

To keep this pressure on Wallace, as well as Thurmond,
Truman continued his trips across the nation. By his personal
appeal he hoped to be able to overcome the losses he suffered
from these two.160

Truman saw himself as a common man fighting for what he
thought was right. The person who would appreciate this the
most wés the common man. So Truman went to him. 101

While Dewey stayed vague on most issues, Truman became s

162 But

volatile personality and made promiseS to everyone.
while. he was making these promises and~gathering support; the
polls still claimed Truman would lose. The polls did not
bother the President. '"These polls were all taken before the
real 'wap' started;" he told reporters on his train.l03
Truman had his owr poll, which he preferred to the scienti-
fic ones of Roper and Gallup. I; was conducted by Léslie
Biffle; a_Truman crony; in early August. Disgdised as a

chicken farmer, Biffle went around the country and reported
that he thought Truman would win. 04
But the polls were not the only predictions of a Dewey

victory. The press and radio networks were in agreement that
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Truman would lose. Truman called them the ''kept press and paid
radio,' but he was not bothered by the fact that they predicted
his defeat. He was upset over what he felt was biased editor-
ials because they could lead the uneducated astray. By going
ground the country on his "Truman Special', Truman waé able to
educate them.l65 Also; thé press’ record.on predicting winners
1@8@ only 50% in Presidential elections. TIn the last 36 Presi-
dential elections the press majority picked only 18 winners. 106
It must be remembered that Truman did have the support of
the nation's :laxgest party. The Democrats had been in control
of the Congress from 1931 to 1947, and fhey had been in the Whit
House since 1933, They were still the strong party in the
nation.167
But with all this taken into consideration; the 1948
election was still a fight between a Republican candidate and
a Democratic candidate. Dewey's strategy seemed to be one of
dignity and generalities. He did not want to lower himself to
Truman's "level" which made.him appear to be unfriendly and
cold.l68 |
Dewey spoke in generalities because he did not know
national issues.169 He told farmers, "I pledge you, that your
next administration will cooperate witﬁ-the farmers of the

country, to protect all people from the tragedy of another

dust bowl." Farmers were not interested in dust bowls, but



http:candida.te
http:ca.ndide.te

58

rather they were intérested in storage bins. But Dewey did
not mention anything about the C.C.C.170
In his first transcontinental trip,,bewey promised the

following: a cut in federal spending, a cut in the federal
debt, less bureaucracy, an attack on Communism, expansion of
support programs, support and strengthing of soil conservation,
building more public power projects, irrigation programs, and
an- end to the government monopoly on the atom. But with all
these ideas; he néver went into detail to explaiﬁ how he was
going to accompliéh all these plans,17l‘

Dewey ignored the one ares where the Refubiieaﬁs had a
solid record, that was the 80th Congress. He said, "i have
never fought on a battle ground of another's choosinéiin a
campaign." Another reason wés the fact that by ignoring Con-
gress Dewéy neutralized Taft, whom he did'not 1ike.172‘ Bﬁt in
doing this hg also neutralized many other Republicans.

This strategy seemed to help Trumam as he stumped across
the country. Truman's charges went unanswered and many
Republicans wondered at Dewey's strategy. Among them was Vice-
Presidential candidate Earl Warren; "Maybe they know what
they're dcing, but I can telliyou I ﬁever won any of my
campaigné this Way."173 Dewey's strategy reéted»on his past
experience. He hadAfoughtvhard against Roose?elt in1944 and-

lost. He hoped that by staying aloft he would be able to
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handle any problems that arose in the party, and his theme of

174

unity would be safe. The results of the election show that

he was wrong.
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CHAPTER 1V

Fail began to give way to winter and election day came
upon the candidates. President Truman returned to Independence,
Missouri, and voted in Memorial Hall. He expressed confidence
in a victory as he had throughout tﬁe campaign.l75
That night., after the pollsclosed, Truman jumped into
the lead for votés. Radio announcers tolé their listeners that.
these early results were from the cities and that Governor
Dewey would gain when thé rural votes began to come in. But
this did not haﬁben because Truman never lost the lead, and
when Ohio and Califdrﬁia went‘Democratic, Dewey conéédeé
176

defeat.

 When the final vote was determined, the results were indeed

surprising.

NAME POPULAR VOTE ELECTORAL VOTE STATES
Truman 24,045,052 304 28

Dewey 21,896,927 : 189 ‘ 16
Wallace~ 1,137,957 o 0
Thurmond 1,168,687 . 38 - 4

Others 240,594 0 ' 0

Feskdede T dedeTeddedoke ke dededodicfe ke dededede delede dedededed Fedok e e dede dedede dede dedededeke

Totals 48,489,217 . 531 - .. - 48 177 -

These figures were indeed startling because there was no
prediction of the result. Truman had pulled one of the great-
est upsets for the Presidency.

The Reasons why were thought of after the campaigning had
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ended. The primary resson for the Truman victory was the
support of the Democratic party. Other Democrats that ran that
year generally outpolled the President: Truman was 549,000
votes beﬁind Governor Adlai.Stevenson; 374,000 behind Senator
Paul Douglas.178

The Democréts swept both the Senate, advancing from 45
seats to 54, and the House, winning 263 seats up from 188. 179
This kind of support tended to help the Presidential candidate
and it certainly helped Truman. People often voted a straight
ticket and if the congressmen were strong; people would vote
for the President, too, father than split-their ticket. Truman
received 73% of his vote total in this fashion.180

One of the reésons why the Democrats did well in

congressional races was because they offered fresh, new faces.

The Republicans offered the same faces that Truman had been

blasting the past summer.lSl

Truman was able to take advantage of these gains all over
the country; Truman's win was certainly a national one. He
overcame the four southern states he lost to Strom Thurmond by
combining victories in the east; central, midwest, south,
southwest, and the west coast. This helped break the South's
hold on the Democratic partyAand converted it into a national
party. Truman's barnstorming of the nation was responsible

for this result.182
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The three major voting blocs that Truman tried to win, he
did win. The blocs~--labor, Negroes, and farmers--were essential
to the Truman victory. Totally in the thirteen industrial statg
where labor and Negroes held the balance, Truman was the
vvictor.lsz

Tin the families where the head of the family was a member
of a labor union, Truman was very strong. Truman took 567%
while Dewey captured only 13% of these votes, but 277 did not
vote.184 Truman managed to win labor, but he still did not
get them to come to the polls in a large mass.

In the Negro Vote, Truman was even less successful. The
strategy had been to have a large voter turnout; including
the Negro. But 647 of the Negroes did not vote in 1948. Of
the 36% that did vote, Trumsn won half of them. Dewey managed
only 107 of the Negro vote, so even 1f the totals were lower
than Truman hoped for, he still had to be happy with the
results.lgS

The third bloc, the farmers, was very impértant to Truman.
With their support he was able to winlsix of the eleven mid-
west farm states. These were traditionally Repuﬁlican states
and the loss of them was crippling to the Republicans.186

But the farmers, like the Negroes, stayed home in 1948. Only

467% of the farmers voted, compared to the national average of

64%.  Truman won 25% of the farmers which was almost twice
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Dewey's total, 137, 187

Truman was defeated by Dewey in éhe professional ranks,
15% to 57%, and in the white collar corps, 38% to 397%; but
Truman was devastating in the other groups. Of the skilled
and semi-skilled workers, Truman overwhelmed Dewey by winning
52% of them compéred to Dewey's 15%; the unskilled vote also
went‘overwhelmingly to Truman, 337 to 12%.188

People were asked to categorize themselves and were asked
who they voted for. The people who conside;ed‘themselves as
the "common man' made up 36% of Truman's t§£al and less than-
%% of‘Dewey‘s; labor made up 28% of Truman's final total and
only 1% of Dewey's. The rest of Truman's count went as
follows: 247 farmers, 6% Negroes; 6% machine politicians.
Dewey's count read: less than %% farmers; less than %%
Negroes; 1% machine politicians; and 297 buSiness.189

In a general election the Democrats; as a whole, have 2
smaller percentage of their advocates participating than the
Republicans. But what the Democrats lack in percentage, they
make up for in numbers because there are more registered
Democrats than Republicans in the United States. The largest

single group, skilled snd semi-skilled workers, had a 29%

nonvoting amount, but Truman won 52% of them, so he was still

ahead.190
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One aresa where Truman's judgement was very wrong was the
amount Wallace would take from the Democrats. Wallace's total
of 1;137;95? was well below what was predicted. He did not
hurt Truman as much as they expected him to, but he did prevent
Truman from winning in New York, Maryland, and Michigan.lgl

Wallace took the liberal vote from Truman but left the
religious vote foruthe President. Truman took the religious
vote, but did not lose many votes fbr being a religious
candidate. The reason why was because no one pointed out the
fact that Truman was going after the religious vote; Catholic

192

and Jewish in particular. It was Truman's work in linking

Wgllace with the Communist party that subtracted votes in large
amounts from him. 193
The other split from the Democrats; the Dixicrats, took
only four southern states and 38 electoral votes. Their
strength outside of the south waé very limited. Trﬁman limited
their Winnings to the states where they were listed aé the
Democratic party on the ballots.lg4
Dewey was much stronger than these two, and was not as
easy to contain. Truman's strategy of causing ''waves' gave
problems for Dewey.l95 Dewey's trouble lay in ﬁis campaign.
He took the anti-Roosevelt votes of 1944 for granted and he

thought that if that was added to the anti-Truman votes he

.would have his victory. But Truman countered this by giving
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Dewey a real battle during the campaign, and winning back some
of the anti-Roosevelt énd anti~-Truman vote.196
Dewey was also a one-time loser, which was a difficulty
to overcome. When this was added to the fact that the national

income was $210,000,000,000 a year and over 61,000,000 were
working, he could not overcome it at all. The peo@le decided
they liked the way things were and voted to keep it that wsy.197
Truman's strategy was wrong in another important area,
that of the voter turnout. Truman théugbf a high voter turn-
out would'be needed for his viqtory; but it was only 51%, less
that 750?00b more voters than in 1944, a war year. 199
Neither candidate inspired the voter into coming out to
vote. bewey was. even less successful because Republicans
are more inclined to vote than Democrats.l99
A higher percentage of voters would have févored Truman
because the number of non-voting Democrats was larger than non-
voting Republicans.zoo
Of the people that did vote for Truman, 46% of them said
they voted for him because he was partial to a certain group.
Other ressons were as follows; 18% wpuld maintain prosperity,
18% domestic policies, 167 campaign effectiveness, 167 bétter
man, 137 good record. When we add the campaign effectiveness

to the better man image, we find the total of people that

voted for Truman because of his persmal appeal. The total of
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32% was the difference between winning and losing. This compare
to Dewey's total of 23%; 4% for campaign effectiveness and 19%
for the better manyimagg,201

The Truman vote when compared to the Dewey votes showed
Truman strongest in the metropolitan areas, receiving 47% of
his vote from theﬁj compared to Dewey's 32%. They also had the
smaliest percentage of non-voters, 17%. |

Dewey pulled closer by winning the towns and cities.
Dewey's total vote had 30% come from these areas compared to
Truman's 27%. The rural vote pushed Truman over the top en-
route to his victory. He won 24% of the rural vote compared
to Dewey's 12%. Even though the rural vote proved to be the
element that clinched a Truman victory, it had a limited effect
on theelection.202 . |

The age of Truman's voters show his effectiveness of .
linking the Republicans with the Depression:.. Of the total
Truman vote, 32% came from the 21 to 35 year-olds, and 387%
from 35 to 44 year-olds. These gfoups were six to twenty-
nine years old in 1933, thévlast year of Republican rule, and
the majority of them have been voting Democratic for the past
16 years. The only groups that Dewey won were the 45 to 54
year-olds; and the 55 and over group. These people could

remember prosperous times under the Republicans. But these

two were smaller groups than the other two and Dewey's margin
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of victory for them, 8%, was smaller than Truman's spread of

287 in the other two groups.203

The Democratic party was made up of people of all ages, buf

they were generally referred to as the "common man" and it was
this person that Truman tried to get; aﬁd he did jﬁst that.,
He took 35% of thé grade-school educated vote, and 347 high-
school educated vote. Dewey took 16% and 29% respectively.204
In further support of Truman's claim to‘the common man;
he outpolled Dewey in peoplé who made under $1000 a year, as
well as those that made ‘$1000 to $4000 a yeaf. Since there
were more common people in the cbﬁntry, Truman was able to
concentrate on theﬁ.235
Truman took a stand on many issues, this gave people an
opportunity to identify with his position; Dewey did not take
a firm stand on many issues, and; therefore, he did not have

this identification. Some examples of this identification

can be found in the Truman voters.

_ Truman Votes Dewey Votes
1. For rent control : 36% 27%
2. For price control 39% 21%
3. Against Taft-Hartley 60% 117%
4. Thought the U.S. hadn't 35% 26%
gone far enough in
"foreign affairs.
5. Satisfied with ~e 2337 - 26%
relations with Russia“ 7 . 206

Many of these stands materialized during the campaign

and many of the people's minds changed during the campaign.
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About two-thirds of Truman's voters knew before the campaign
started, they would vote for him; while 71% of Dewey's voters
knew before the campaign they would vote for the Republican.
Trumaﬁ took 147 of Dewey-intended vote, and the Repﬁbli-
cans captured 5% of the Truman-intended vote. Score a2 small
victory for Truman. The-big gains for Truman Cameiwhen he
captured 407 of the uncertain vote and Dewey took only 19%
of it. He also gained by drawing 10% of the people that aid
not plan on voting. This shows the effectiveness of the
Truman campaign.207
Some conclusions can be drawn from the results of the
1948 election: people remembered that they had good times
under the Democrats. The New Deal of Roosevelt was brought
back to life by the'pebples' concerns over socio-economic
problems. The only people with the New Deal were the Demo~
crats.208 Second, Congress was the evil of the day; or Sso
Truman said so, and Truman was the only one fighting the

d.20%" Third, the

Congress, so he coulan’t be all that ba
election of 1948 was a maintaining election. feOple were
satisfied with the work Truman was doing. Neither side won
over people from the othér side; and since the Democratic
party was the majority party, they-were the winners (if
enough people came out to vote). ~ Fortunately for Tfuman;

enough did.zlo
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When we combine these with the rest of Truman's strategy:
personal appeal, labor Suppbrt, and Communisﬁ in the Wallace
party, we can see why President Truman had confidence in
victory and he was generally iight in his strategy. The
Democrats in the White House had called the results véry

|| accurately, and this accuracy was the catalyst to the Truman

win.
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" eonduct for

hm.ll co*xtaln tne buSic elements of oar pol'x.cy.

e
uhe

pollucal course _necaus they will Aepen upon. in terin, developmenus. ‘>,I~Iqr.'~' i

ever 5-i% is my con*ac»:.bn:tha‘b‘fwe: gus’c-v chart a- coux 53 . ‘.‘c. ‘t.his 'bn.me V'uch

.

demnnbs that are presented here are basacl sc.LelJ on ap:;ra:v.sal

~of 'thc-politically‘advantageous ’course"’:to""follm'r. -In a democracy, ac wion

thar. is pol:.tically «.dv:.sable nay oi'ten acco**d with the ner:.ts of o

-.pm'tt:l.cular policy. Sometimes it does no‘b. ‘“‘,['h may gener&ll; ba a.:samed

that the pol:i‘.cj’ that is poli‘tically wise is also the best po...:x.cy for this

- comtry. R ':'- o o e

-

e

0? . o ’ ‘ ’
in old a:cx.o:u cla:uns tha.t pol::.mcs ;.s no more than a study of

i .

0

the prcbabn.llmes.. Ii‘ thau 18 so, t‘lera can be no or:.gm or unusual think-

.

1;_i.ng in such a survey as this 5 it must rather, be devmed to a eview of

the usual. Xosu of ..he comments to 'oe ma.de o'x modem Amem.can po.t...t;cs have

airesdy bee“a saa.d and a.re constan‘hly 'beinﬁ' restated.

Democ atlc Paruy is an mxhappy‘ alliance of Southﬂm co*xservuuveb > ues»e*n

!
i
I E -
5 progressives ar.d Blg c::hy la.bo — is‘ very tr::.te, but :Lt is also ve ry t"ue.
.

And it is. equally true that. the succsess ‘or fallu::e of the Domoc m leade;- :

947, of vhat 4.11 probably happen in t.he‘\;nmt year e.nd to sugg esfo x.@ 2% s*«:.eps

T
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et Administration. .,nould noy initiate so 'th t it, rather than the

(.a.'lsoz:.r as ca.rc.c».;.on is humanly pos ivle),

a
-
'

deltirzine the Adm:'nl.,t au:Lon',' ,

-~

feur noains and pr c“abl "\mtll t‘m., -‘Democr 1c Cane-rt:Lon in July. Sone of

ThRose prob b".x.lulec' cppear almos« cer'baa.n'ble o»he-.;,' to say the leg.,’o

i

™ | 2,

i. Govemor Dev-ey *n.‘!.l be ‘the nozn..nee of the Republlcan Party.

k{{

Tnis- ;.n.nt.au:we co*xclus:.on s, of ‘eourse, . bc..;ed on the usual factors. Among

‘these is the i'act. that«a. strong candxdate is. raqua.red to de.kea.t President

‘wruman, as the recent Callup Poll s"xm:s.p Just as a year 2go uhe nroa:.olln.;y
a vias thet any Rep“chmd could be eledued 80 the smf‘blj {luctuati nb
currents of mn\.ncm op:mlon may acfa.:m t:lestro*r tne P"r.":a.de..t?s streng

£y

oprlarity a i‘ e moTo“:s nence :i.i‘ **'bne nreakb" - such 2s an imminent Zuropean A ;

g

0

risis which The ﬂme ~ican . governxneﬂt fa:.ls to ha.adle smoo »hlj — are against

nis ;'gci:r.inistration. _ Bu*b as: o.t’ hovembe ,’ 19..;7 s it takes a-strong candicdate

-

to-dofeat him. The Pollc:.es of Sen' oor Tai"c., i‘or example, have prodauly so

‘alienated iarge blocs oi‘ voters (v:.z 'y AFL--Preszdemt ’llln.am Green! recent o

“Atdarev to ihe Republlcan Party to' nomin Taft) 'that he pemanent.;y ru'.:t\n‘eu

nis chances for nomamon. hough he ay otn.ll oe in & pes:Lt:Lon 90

¥

cictate the nommee, or in tha alterna.t:.ve,

it should be qésu.ned, uherei‘o“e,

-.t"xau the cand:.da‘oe is Dewey . v *

I#FX]

{tha only man 1o 1ead uhe. Presa.aent. in'the Fortnne ?o.u_) ; and thag, bcc;.-.usé '

of nis 2oL a,.pemence and becanse of t 'tremely ei’..,.c:z.enu aroup of men
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& .serva’o ves. He must hmvever,. get anng 'rith the eSuerners and m'hn iabor

tie has cdravn around him, he m.ll be a re..,ourceful mtell::.ge'xt and

higrly dangerous ca.nd::.daoe, men nore d:Li‘f:Lcult to dei‘eat th..n in 1944. '. .:-_.'

-

2. T>resmdent ‘I‘ruman m..L.L be electcd if ohb Adnlnlgt ation will

-

sfully concentrate on the traditlonal ')maoc.,. aulc ai.l:;.ancc, betweacn

n
[
¢
[}
( i
U
"4)

ot
&)
9]
w2

outh and Wesu. It 18 1 concozvaole tha'o any pol::.c:.es mlulaued by ‘ i

the

Uit N v‘

So ith in »he next ye& that 11:. woula revolt. A.. dlv'ays, 'the South can be»

_:L't can

'ti':: lS because of a:bs tremendous strenrrth :m the C.oncrress. Since ‘b‘le -

“ . g

Co,..g,reas is I epubla.can and 'hhe Democra»n.c Pres:Ldent has s thercfore, no real

* . <

chance to get hlS ovn progr«m d.pprovea by 1‘0 par‘bn.cularly in an elec»lon . f h

-year, he has no real necessxty i‘or *"fettlng almfr“ mt‘l the Soutne'"n con-

(>'A

if he is to be reelecued. ;

s

The Adm:.nlstra‘blo'x 13, 1m practical purposea, pc tiéally Irse.

to concentrate on the Winr 'ung oi‘ the “fes». If the De:aoc; a«.s carry the solid '

I

South and zlso those ;fes.,ern states carried in 1925)4, they will have 216 of . : L

the required 266 electoral votes. And 11‘ the Democratic Pariy is powers

enough to capture the west 11; 'm.ll almost certaa.nl}' p:.ck up enough of the

-doubtful Kiddlewestern and Eastem states 'bo get 50 more votes (e.g.. lissourit s E

1L votes). Ve could lose Ne-v York, Pennsylvama, Illino:.s, New Jersey Ohio,

liassachusetis —— all the “bn.w' statcs — and s’c::_L'L m.n S

-1

Thercfore, politn.cal and program planr.mg, demands concenir ation

upon the West and 1ts problems, mclumng rec amat:.on, floods, and osracutqrs. e .
‘: B -

Tt is the Number One Pr:.onty :f.'or the 19}48 campa.lgn. 'I'he Republ:,can Concress O
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Crigid iaeology is tha dlrectzve 1

as
this par tne factors which J.mpel wallzace

toward 2 third narty clearly ou *:fe:.gh tho.,e -.‘h::.ch do no».

For enc t"u.ng, 'the men a.found I‘!allace are motxvatcd by the
Communis*n Party line. Thé F:Lrst Lord oi' the Kz'emlm who determines the
Party line is still Farl }.,ar:f The }.xar:.\..;.sts erphas:.ze 'tnat. the cap:.tal:.s"c.
rconony hol ds within 1tsel:f.‘ t.he seeds of i‘hs am degtructlon, 'that it must

..nenmbly desr.roy 1‘tself by depresszon and'collapse. .‘ m.th:m this

,a.t. vfhen and v:hero possa.ble the Party must

hasten the process. scow is sxific:xemtly a.ware pr Amemcan poln.tlcs to-

porcewe that a- Republlcan Vadmmstrat:.on would be ng::.d a.nd reactmnary

and ..ould fa;x.. to talce those govemmentaﬂ. ._V‘teps necessary to bolster the

program of v.orld conquest“

pozn’c of view, thera :.s no‘bhing t.o :1ose a.nd much to gam :.f a Repub.x_gcan

becomes the next President. o

and hasten the alsmtegrutmn oa‘.‘ the Axner:.can economy, :.s to spl:.t the

_Independent and labor unn.on vot.e between Pres:t.cent "‘ruman and 1"alle.ce —_ and

thus insure the Republ:.can cand:.date's electlon.
The best evv,dence suppcrtlng t.h:i.s probab:.lity is tha.t the men who

surrownd 3 alla.ce today are Pa.rty—lmers such as c. B. Baldwin, pol:.tlcal

- opportunists such as Ha:rold Young, and gulllble ideal:.sts l.ke Iua.chael ‘1; »

3

Straight. These men mll persuade ‘Wallace it is his duty to his countiry to
Tun, as they have persuaded h:un to do avery‘t‘mng else 't.hey ever wanbted h:m
1o Co. The most receﬂt reports on t'allace's personallty by men who know h:un

well sre that n’m.le his my' tlci.,m increa e.., the hum.l:.ty vm:x.ch Tas once

The best. vra.y :I.t. can help ach:.eve tha:c re.m.:c

- .

.'a.s the Imho.»pensa.ble

“
e
iy

E

]

[
Wi

o . .
e R
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There is some ev:.dence to the contrary. "allace «"zas been

nt since the announcament, of the Hal‘S}‘dll le, exceot to c.l.aim that

oilic

J:z.th:m tho 13.51; fcz eeks an Ianerlcan Ccmauul..., '

the idea was orlclnally h:x.s.

Porty ma:ni‘esto nh:xch restate.d the Party J,::.ne ‘aold the i‘a:L uhi‘ul th*"‘ 4‘he :

CAmcrican Cmn:nunists are noA lmger :mtereqted :m a tmra paruj. Ana Senator
Clauce Perper, a devou‘b if cyn:.cal follcwer oi‘ thc Party line, sa.:Ld on the
: ..‘uue House .,teps that a th:.rd part:{ w.s imnrac»:.cable and tha.t "."allact.
could serve his couniry bes’s a.s a pr:.va“be c:.tlz.en. . |

But these are merely surface phenomena. A 'inore accurate

. impression is that the chrades are mald.ng a strateglc W:Lt.hdr "'al for the

~moment. Tacucal cons 1deratlons, brough’c ‘about by “the refusal of Hillman's

old union to back a t}n.rd part.y and ‘t;hus threa.ten:x.ng a. possn.ble sth in the
=Hew York- Anerican Labor Pdrhy vhxch t‘-xe Com:uunl sts only barely contro.u, have "
“¢caused a2 temporary soft pédal. The Par'ty hne can change snf‘oly with -
~events., Recenu evenos, both mternatlonal and domestlc, (su:h as the’
*Presidenti a.l vet.o o.i' the Taft-HartJ.ey A ct and uhe I*arshal.!. rle.n) .do not

~{avor prea\,h:mb a. th:.rd party for the moment. :

The speech made by V:.sh:.ns.cy at ’&he Um.ted Vatn.ons 1s sure.;.y

“proving embarrass:mg to Henry uallace._.,, "‘he mot:.ves o:f thls coun‘try :m attmpt-".:

zing the economic rehab:.htatwn of 3 estern Europe were attacked a.n ntrxol:_"

't

“phrases -s'.h:wh were glzmin,,;l;' 1ﬁaccurate and uni'air The speech outraged
‘\Iove:nber and December may well show -t.he Cmmum.st I’arty a,;.,«..m

‘movinz toward the th:.rd party. Qn Labor Day I.'allace broke h:x... long s:leqce'

to address the "fayno Gounty CIO 09mc11 n.n Detrcnt. Th:.s .Labor council s .':a‘sf !

rece.‘t.‘.y .,ap’* ured by the Co:zmum.sts. His speech before 65,000 persons agalnln‘

threetened o third party.‘ Ren.d Robmson e.nd Lee Prcssman both pdrtv-.une*s,

called for a third party, at the Auguot convent:.on of the Mine, X1l and

Smeltier Tlorkers,a (}om:nunist.-dommated unlon. . The New York State CI0 Council

5

t its wnnual convenun.on on S tember 6th reaected 2 resolu‘blon azainst a

ihird party.
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The ca.,ua.l comaent b,; ’c.he profeson.oual ‘)Olltl on third.

party tadx is that it ds “utile i nce a t‘nrd party cannot get on enough

stute vellots. . Th“'s is d.angerm..;lv unrcaln.suc. y.eallace :.s gamolmg for

{

allace can g@.. ‘on 'hne ballots oi‘ only a i' stateo and ca.n then aran' '

'» g

five or ten per cent of 'h"ie vote, thau vote alone taken from the Democ“atq

in a close 91&003-031 is enough to g:x.vc the Republ:.cans the elecuoral vote of

“those states and uhe*ei‘ore national v.:,c‘,ory.‘ ARC {allace can “Bu ca the

ballot of New York (;smerlcan Labor Paroy) and Calli'or'm.a. dnd othe* states.
It is also very dangerous ‘bo assume tha.’c. the only support.ers of
¥Yallace .are the Canm\mists., Tme enouah they «give h:un a d..sc:.pl:.ned hard-
working orgamzatlon and collect the money to ron h:Ls campaign. + he
2lso has a large .follomg throughouu the coun‘hry, pértn.cularlv of the young
.voters who are attracted bj the ideallsm tha*b he ~-and he alone - is Tallking
and x:.-ho gard r:eu as t.he one enl greater uhan any o her. 'He will also’

derive support from the pacn.flsts, rhzch mea.ns a great number of organlzed

women and from -.ma‘t,ever meconc:.lable and d.;.e-hard :.sola n.on:.s‘bs reazin.

.,.of power in 19L8; he will not uctlvelv support Presn.dcnt Trunen unless a

He will attract votes — and money — from the "1unat3.c frmrre " The

‘Cedifornia aoendltes aue already Dledged to h:un

In a clooe eleculon, no votes'ca.n be ignared. Tne om..,r sa.;e \

-working hypothesis is o assume now tha‘c. T’aJJ.ace will r'un on a th:.rd narty

ticket. Dvery effort must be mada no jointly and a‘t. cne a.nd 'hhe same t.me ..L; _“‘V_,‘

zlthouzh, of course, by clf;eren... group.. — to dissuade hm and also to ' {g

identiiy him and isolate h:un :m the pulﬂ ic m.nd v:rhh the comnunlsts.

i
\

L. The iﬂdependéﬁt and.p Ogress:we voter will hold the balance

greaty eifort is made. The Democratic ancl Republican Parties each have a

ninisun, a residue, of voters whose loyalty gilmo,s‘b nothing can shake. The

i
L
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iedencndent voter wito shifts on the issues comprises a group which
todzy is L-oaab;v larger thau bo th.

The truth is th¢t the ald “paruy organm 4tion" control is gone

Torover, er educat:.on, 'Lhe m.;e O..\. t‘ie mass p*'es:;ure "roup, the

issues. For p*'a.c ulcal polltlcal purposes 2 they a.re' mor:.btmd they Gai‘anu

be relied on to do 'the Job alone.‘ :

Trxey have been "upplanted 3.n la.rge measure by the pre.;sure
grou‘ao. In these pressure groups a:re the farmers > Sulll tradltiont.lly
Republican, -and or"am.zed labor wh:.ch beca.me "tradlt:.onally Democraulc'
under Roosevel‘c.. Another loosely orgc.m.zed group are the progr essnre.;
vho followed Roo..»evelt i‘or four elect:.ons but are mcrea..;_mgly restive under
President "Tunan, mostly because‘ of ‘the rca.ctlonary dommatmon exercised
over the Dermocratic Part_.r by the Congress:,onal Sou»herners 'mo, altrhough a
minority of the Democratlc Party are a maaon'tj of 't.he 9arm-1n-0m»r ss
znd &re assuning con‘brol ‘of 'the Party organlz t:.on councils. And olso
ancng thesea groups are the rac:.al groups who he.ve 1ea.med 'bo use 'the vote
‘&5 an economlec weapon and 1.'ho can no 1onger be sau...sfa.ed with a T ammeny
turkey on -Tnan&sglv:x.ng_ . - |

(&) The Farmer. “The farm v0ue 15 in mos’c. ways identn.ch with

the Winning of the West — the Number One Prlom“by. . The fa:rmer is 2t leq*;st o o

a2t p“ese'xt favorably incl:med toward tha Truman Admmistratlon. 'HlS c::obS‘ t

zre good. However. the hlgh pr::.ces nay be a:i‘ecu:. ng the rest oi‘ the oeopl§,,f

‘th-zy nelp hin more than hurt hin. Par::.ty wal; protect hiz - dnc. me ,‘:,,

(Y

arsr.z2l Plen will aid mm, The economa.c ancl pol:.tical trena of.' the .\o.»m
istration (except its tax program) is aomg ha.s way. u'het.hur prospe“l\,y :

;akes him the conservatlve he usually becomes J.n good ’cmes rcna:.ns to ba‘
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scen - but, if it does, nomln" mum C" } be done ubout it in terms

of ord “07'*1ca.1 or cconomlc fa.vo:cs 'bo voo m.'n bac‘c *co the .Jemocrau

{b) Lebor. Prealdenu Trxm:m and he Democratlc Party cannot.

win witvhout the active suppo*"t oi‘ orgs.mzed labor.: I‘i}« is dangerous to

asswae that labor now has no'x'here else to : o ;m 19148., Laoor can siay home.
The rank and flle o.u t.he workers are not yet pol:.'t.:z_cally

minded; they will nOu, t.herefore, vote or. work act:wely unless they are

-ingpired to do so. ,They vere . 50 n.nsplred by Roosavelt, They x\ere no‘b so

inspired in the 1946 COnoressional .elec o.»lOI'lS. I.n ‘bhose electlons tney did

not voie Republlca.n but they dxd stay hone,,": ' 'rhe labor group has a..:"a_,rs

been polit :x.ca.lly n.nacuive dunng prospern.‘by : When they are well fea they

are not interested. ‘l'hey x:ill probably b "ﬁell .fed in 19118. The effort to .

get out the lcbor voie w:x.ll thus have to be even more s‘brenuous than in 19411.

Lhe Presn.dent's veto oi‘ the Taft-Hartley B:.ll, caupled :':.tn A RERNES

7. vehement d:.s...:xke ‘of the Republ:.cans beca.us they passed :x.'t. over h.i.s ve“o S :

. does indicate t‘x..t as oi‘ today Labor .:s.s fr:.endly to ‘the Pre.,::.deutr But Lo

assume that it m.ll renain so throughout 19h8 is to assume tha:t, 1~.bor
leaders are logical men . ‘I‘hey are as def:t.cn.en‘h in thot qua:l.ity as’ om en.
The s::tuat:z.on :m ‘bhe tv.'o ma;cr Laber orgam.zatlons presents o

&
i

nuxber of curious factor.a. L

*
3
H

v

The AFL always looks for a bargain It will rant. a new one -

2

in 1948. The veto of the Tai‘t-r{a.rtley BJ.]J. v.ds in 1947. In 19&8 it is

rely possible that the attitude m.ll be - “You haven'} donfs anything for
i

‘?

‘me lIvely.® The rising leader oi‘ the AFL is George leaney *:no] heads the

Wow York AFL Council. By hls direc'ba.on, and for the first ‘blmie in many -

Y
“ -1

years, the AFL in 1946 refused to endorse the Democrat:.c cand:x.dates for . o

Governor and Senator in '}\Iew Yor . In a rad.lo speech in Sepue'nbe s 1947,

<
S




ict, he deliberately, cnd t:.me afier t.me, conf:med h:L., attack to

1w

HGongress c.a..'LRc—:publn.cans.‘"' He Cu&“bf\l}.lj sau.d nothing wua.'}st the

Farty s & vhole or aga:.n#i sucn non—Congrx.ss:z.onul Republlcans as

Covernor Dewey vi ith whon he n.s :Crlendly. It 15 en'bz.rely poss;.ble that

the itcpublican con~ress a.n 'h‘te regu.lc.r 5essmn in 1948 vill pa.os minor
azendacnts to the Ta.f'b—Hartley i-.ct., m.ll pass an :mcrea.;ed minimum wage
bill and a health and housmu prog,ra.n.. Th:z.s could be sufficient to lt:.:..use .

the AFL to szmpor‘u ‘c.he Republlcan Party if 'bhe candn.date wvere sameone other

;
H

than Taft.

Apna.ren iy W Jlllam Gree'x remaa.ns enthusmstlc ubom. the President.

You will recall thav a.fte;' the veto of ‘t.he Taft—Hartley Bill he told the

writer that it was a great 'rdecision .on the par'b of the Pres:x.dent and showed

%t he was on the side of t.he comon nan. S:ane that 'bme he has had no

J.

personal comacg mth the Pres:.dent a.nd ::.t J.s for th:.s reason tha it is h
~most impor vant that the Pre&dent s:ae h:m on a subaecu unrs.la...ed 'bo the
Labor co—ztroversy. A conference beumee*x the Presmdent and Green on ’.he
Marshell Plan will g:.*a'e Green greauer stand.mg wlth his ovn men a.nd uz.ll

2s5gist in formulating :m Green*s mnd uhe 4tt:.tude that he dnd T.he Presa.de“t

are co-workers in str:w:.ng toward ‘t.he same goa.l. REN

The CIO is badly split be‘bween the Pa.gh't Y{ing, vho are 't;ry:x.m, to
drive the Communists out, and the Left ‘i'{n.na uno are constanuly .itte:apt:.nff ;
to increase uhelr 3.nfluence in the o*gam.zatio*x. Phillip iurray's past
course of conduct indicates' 't.hat ‘he will probably.continue to do evez'ytmng
in his power o hold the CIO together even though it means a form of i -
inveiuntary cooperation m.th ‘hhe cgmmum.sus :1.rs:s.ae t’qe organization. Tt .
is ceustful, ot the present tme, it IMray has much control over the CIO.‘_::
I fwiture developments, however, weélcen the posi‘tion of the Communists in |

wae CIO0, iurray may emerge with greater strength. It is also felt that it

is an extremely vise decis;l_on for thg; President also to see Murray with

reference to the I.Ia shall Pla.n.
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" President if it took th:.rtj mllllo*i ‘doll"

" Liberal Party would support Presn.den‘b Truman, &n almost univ sal eriticsi sa;

~&xre not over: 1y e*ztlms:xast:xc about the Admm.stratn.on.l Foreigx pohcy nas

0f all Labo* s cmly t’ne Rallroad Brothernood seems ...t ‘t‘ns

staoe 1o be co*nple“oely ir:l.endly 0 ‘tne Democruts. Tne "fllpw.;.LOp" oi‘

A+ F. thitney, \'.ho mce swore hau he -..rould defea‘b‘ *t'he

) -sA a surpmsinb, but

none‘h"xeless e*:cours.om trend

“‘he moral lS plaa.n "}.fuc‘l wom needs to be dme ulth or nizec‘.

Labor. The moment- m_u. never be as propm‘ti s d"’dln. I‘b is no‘bwsucmestcd

that the

and ceriain Cabinet Lze.moers ca.n render a real semce :m this fleld we e

Labov- and the greatest progress :m ‘tms'd:x.rection can be nade by our side

o '
o i

_ if ve make the effort now. . e TR

i -

(e) - The "Liberals®. Tne hberal and prog::'ess:we 1ea.de - S
an , L

mr— ..ruvele:s .-

Ldenced by
'
the recent 00*1gress.' Fear of the Republlcan may c‘m.ve uhem to gct:w:.ty

.for President Truman, but at _presenu there :I.s no d:.spos;.‘ta.on to do mca more "

than stay ho:ne on elec‘hlon day. W hether 'their raascns are val:.d ar ome ase, ‘

smeny of then feel that the progressive wing has been cnt ofi‘ by .he Sout‘xerners -'*.; EE

“znd the "or gc.mze.u:.on" leaders from any say :m 'the Democraolc Pax*ty - "‘h:.s

ds particularly 'tne oi‘ such organ:.zatio'xs as, Amemcans mr Democr tic .ﬂ.c umon

where moz.t of the Roasevelt. New Dealers ‘have found hmren. : w‘zen Adolf Berle,

after ciiling on the President as chaiman of; the New York leerd Par-by, e

apnounced he was .—.galn.,t z‘allace and a th:_rd partj and. t.hat 'the \Iew Yor

.among the progressive groups of 'bhn.s statement. vias that Berlie acted

aintellipgently — he had throm away the ba::gaa.nmg power of hn.s group a ‘

b

“ ycar bvefore the election and had recelved ru:‘t;h:z.n*'r in return.

The llberals are numer:.cal]y small B\lv, s:un:u.a‘ to manu-

fucturers and £ nw*xcz.ers of ‘the Republn.ca.n P-a.rty, 'bhey arc, far wore influential



P

N

— !

.alert cendidate in modern Azerican - olit:Lc, )

than acre nuzders eq-bltle 'them to be. - The:businc‘ssman has influence

because he contrlbutep n:.s monej.v The llberal cxerts unusual i.r'xfluencc

--.Ibegcause he .is bmc*"a‘ce. "‘he "r:xbnu" maJ hav:: ’mg zon cy, bm. thc nicith

hC

) has always had t’qe pen.f' I:[' “bhe n n'bcel.i.ectuc.l'i can be mauced ‘co bac" the

tyd
L]
[¢4
{1

- v*%u

is the artvist of p:c'opavanda. He :1.s the ":Ldea. Rant®’ i‘or the people. Since

'I\’-

'

itheir cvn ground, ‘in “.en' cm uords, have '~beco'ne “n es.,enu:.al allj to the

(d) Tﬁe' "h’egrc‘:. Sa.nce 1932 'when, after mte"xs:we w"orx by

rq

Democratic (with “the exceptic»'x of 191.6 in Hew York). 4 ‘bheary of man:,' g

Kmrm ssional POa-lth.l.cn" is: thm the northem I\.egxo voter today holds the

balance of power in Pres:.dent:.al elec't:l.ons IOI‘ the smple ar:.'bhmetn.ca..

‘centrated in the p:wotal, lar'*e and closel,,r contested electoral 'states such
[

‘be extremely a.rguable. :

s Kew York, Illinois, Pennswlvania Oh:.o :md anhlgan. "'h:Ls theo.\ ¥y |2y or

ident, he will do so :m fbhe press, ‘Qn the radlo, and in tne movies. He

“the rise of the pressure groaps, the me'z of :_dea.: v'ho can dp‘DEdl <o t..c,,:l oa

Linucoln to the ..?J.l -we have pa:Ld 'that debt" the northe—-n I»Ieg*o has voted

“the- Benow:.tlc colmm mt,h the class...c »rema.r}“ WTurn your pn.c ure of Abranton

reason that the Negroes not anly vote in a ‘oloc but are geographicall" con- .

may ‘not be pbsoluuely urue, bnt it is ctar‘l:c'z:mil.;*,r close enough ‘t,o the z;m:r.h to

a
i
Loy
\ i : .
. '_ In g-eat measure 3 't.n:.s expla:ms the assiduous and continuou

; '|(

cul*blvaum of the New York Negro vcte by Govemor Dewey and his insistence

3.

that his contro.:_lable leg:.sla‘bm-e pa.ss a. state an’c:x-d:x.scrnmnam.m act. Ng

EE

.less an authority than Ed I‘lyrm has saa.d privately that Devey all take

Hew York from President Tnman in 19h8 because he co'rbrols t.‘ne ‘\!evo and

Itaiian blocs. T‘z.w e,.:plaans the .atrenuaus efa.o ’cs nade by 1.'{illcie in tre

R ]

L0 conpaizn to get 'bhe Ivegro vote und n.t of course, egplams the long

ccntinuing sollc:.tude of the Nev. Deal w:.ng oi‘ the Damocratlc Par't,y toward

" A1 -
ey NCE-‘JI‘O .




_of the Southérn

There are gcveral strahv, asmde fram the 10Tulqy of his
A rl;‘ M

.

lecdars to Dewey, that the northcrn Ievro 1° tod y rpaav to 3ing'back

e tuteleze

vote in & solid

‘are the chubllcan pol*tlclans. They make eat secret of thel‘ intent -

4

to try to pas C Act and ant1~poll‘tﬁ

ute in tre naxu Congress. L

,neuner they are successfulx or whether Democratlc filmbusts“o will block

sympathy and pollClCS of a Democratmc Aamlnlstratlon.n'The trouble is that@

‘;,.

Unless the Admlnlstra-'

this has wo blt th;n'w1th the pavsagefof'the yoars..
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the Negro bloc , ¥hich, certainly in I.Llinois and probably in Xew Yorik

I

and Ohio, dots hold the baﬁl.ance o:{‘ po"'er 3 u:.ll go Republ:.can. v

(¢) The Jew. The‘ Jera h vote, :mso;ar ‘as :1.t can be thovgnt of

45‘

z5 2 bloc, 'is imporian only in M:"r Yorn. B\J.u (efcep‘t for “.’...1 cn in 1916)

ro candidate|since 1876 has lost New Yom-., d won' the’ ?"csa.de*zc:y' and its e

L7 votes are naturally the flrst pr:.ze :.n arr"' electn.on. Cen’c.cr in‘}\’e'-:: _ o

L York City, that vote is nomally Democratn.c and :.1 large enou"*h
" l'l ';
suiticient to countaract the upotate vo‘ce and del:.ver t.he ..ua’ce to President

Truman.  Today the Jewish bloc is J.nt.ere t.ed primarily :m Palestlnc and will . AL

continue to|/be an uncertain quant:.ty ngh up to the t:u:ze oi‘ electmn. Even.

though there!i general approval amon;, 'l:he Jemsh people regar?:.ng the

United “’*ta.ozlzs report on Palestine 5. 'hha group n.s ;stlll tom m.th coni‘l:.ctmg

vievis and d:.}ssensz.on. A It .'n.ll be e:ctremely

dz.fficult to decn.de some ot

the vexing que..ta.ons w’nch vall _”months ‘bo come o “ohe*f bas:x.s oi‘ i

' B

f:politicaﬁ.'e:«qzedn.ency In. 'th long run “‘there is l:s.lcely 00 be g,rea»e?* ga.:m o IR = O

if the Palestine problem :].s approached on

. /1':

e ba.s:.s of re&ch:u:z ‘de :;,sa,gnsi LT

founded upon | intrinsic mer:.t. LA

'

(f) The Cathollc. The Ga.thol:.c vote is tr ion‘:ﬁiy i)er-*ocratic.

N
7he centr o]lz‘.ng e.Leme':t :x.n 'bhls g oup toda'y i‘rom a. pcllt:l.cal standpo n’o is -

“the distrwst‘and fear . oi’ communzsm. It i repoz'ted that Scnauor lqead. in

~hig ca:*&aacv for Governor of }eew York 10 t Cathollc votes because he
tolcrated a loose al.L_ance w:Lt'x t‘xe mer:.can Labor Dar‘by 'r'h:.ch is con urolled

by the Cozmmunists. The atil uude of the Preszdent and the adminlstratn.on

‘.(,A

towerd Comrunism should exert a defmlte appeal to tha.s group but it is

‘entirely possible that closer liaison ,shogld be established.

-
‘av.

i
=

(

; Rrode Island, “assacnusetts, Ca.luornla. end several minor stat es because it.

} The I‘balian. - The Ttalian vo“e-—whlch hc.s ¥ ig’m’; in Wew York

Leted

a2lmost alsays

froa pariy to pardy. - Roosevel ,: ously. close t.c losmg. 1't. x*:;.‘th h:Ls ‘

.

nee.. B v“f;.?vjf. e

cifnancé remar
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he rorained it, and in i‘aét almost made i E’De:nocratic forever in 19LJ

when hoe Zormally d u,lareclI allan .;L:Len rfere no longer C.Ldo.:lfl&d v

&ien enemies for the rest of "r.he war. _Loday the Itd:.an ra.clal leaders

. "

f
[
t)

~nin somewinat unhappy——t’us t:r.me bccause the" regara the neace treaty -

t

Tfor Tiwly as unnece ss‘-r:lly narsh.

‘
{
| :
i

i)

(n) The .!xlien: Group; ﬂ.s of toda,f,“bhe Admm:..,trc.t...on enjoys

rood standin

LV\

;-with the harr:.son group :Lnterested :Ln apmded nmorc.t.lm

quotas. This is a result oi' the Pre.,laen“ forthrlght fight i’or the

Stratton Bill. But the leaaers of th:.s o' 5anization have learned "*bbe hard

~he lae‘t. i‘ew years. ’&They

‘e made with Democrats » Republicans or Hottent.ots. They are convmced that

.,

“poth pat:.es are prmarnly mteresteq onl:,' i‘or the votes mvolvea- they
ready to act accordingly. On th;.s :Lssug,‘ ‘qu ,__th,e Administ, rgh:,on must carry

25 its handicap the fact that the ma jor oppos:.t:.ou to lo*.'em.ng 't.he mmgratlon

-

barriers comes from its omn Southem conservatmves. Although no’c. as severely,

the Hepublicans are sxm::.larly obstructea here because so many of tnew
' |
. Congressmen are res:Ldents of small tovms :and: rural arcas whose ‘peop.ae are

-

‘bitterly opposed to further :umn:.gra.tlon. The J...bor org‘.m..ation,’ <nich _ _ Vi.g. A

0

~originally caused the passage of the mngra‘b:r.on 1a"rs , have publ:.clv changed

~their m.nus and endorsed. ‘hhe Strat.'ton Bn.l.L.

I
5t i

The nmgra.t:.on leaders today 1ea.n to the bel:r.ei" the i :

Ay

Democrats arels nore sympat he.,a.c, but they ma:x.nta:n.n a flex:.ble pasxta.on.

g7

1 V
i [

it c

5. The i‘oreign pdlicy i’s‘sues 'of"the 1948 campaign .a:!J. be our -

relaticns vith the USSR md ~hhe Admmivtrutlon's handling of .Lore:.{,n recon-

.

o~ 7struction and relmf. The probabll.lty that t.he i‘orelgn afi‘alrs m. the

" tnited States will remain on a bas:Ls oi' "bz.-par'b:.san coopera.tlon" is wn-

Tor tunhwl*f renote. Tho stalfes 1n a Pres:Laent.:.a.l contest are so'hurfe ’chat

the temptation to na‘fe an 1ssue of a.n:rhhlnf' ,on \rh:Lch there is a.ny segment or

} . . = i - 1 %
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 group of dissatisfied votere is too ¢rre51 table. .
[ £ 1

There 1s cmq:.derdble poht:z.ca_:. advant ce to the Administration

| . L
A

{ !in its battle vith the {re"ﬂ.:m. The best guass tcdaj is that |

relocilions with Russia s ll n.ntenss.i‘y."' ’i‘ e ndt:.on :z.s a:l.rx,‘:.c::‘r uru.ted behind

the Presicdent on this n.ssuc. Tne -rors=, me.tt.ers get un to a 1airl':; cerua:m :

point - re..l da.nrer of mx:.ment 1"" ot the nore is »herg, a sens e of crisis -

i

in tises of cr ;-.vi" the Amerlcm c::.t:.zeﬂ ‘t.ends to back up his ITres:Ldmr,.

pc..rm.mn and above pol:.‘ta.cs

In.a i‘lam: attc.ck t:i.ed up” m.‘bh i‘orelgn pol:.cy, t.he Repub.uc“is

have tried-to :.dent:xfy t.he Admn:.stra‘tlon m.th the dome tie COm.szums 5.
Tne President adroitly stole their thunder by :.m.tiat:mg his mn Govemx.eut

", empioyee loyaity 1nvest1gatlon procédure and uhe more i‘rank ‘iepuollca.xs

4

‘2dmit it. But their efi‘orts m_'Ll :Lntensa.fy as the elec*c:.on approf.ac‘.e., s

I
pazx cularly vhen the med.r’re result.., oi' the ca.v11 serv:Lce :anes igations

Py
.

- [

.are made publlc by the Republlcan Cong;ress.

'

If the thn.rd party ef i‘ort flzzles, :Lt is quite poes:.ble the

Communists will try 'bo del:wer the um.ons they dom.mate to "rhe Repuol:z.cans.

. .

The shoe may conce:.vably be on 'hhe Republican foot by elec‘tlon 'bme — and - f'
At vill be .,he Dauocrats' turn to emphc.sn.ze the red lining on; t’re oppos:;.tlo'x. )
barmer. Then ?rldces ’ Curran and I{ihe ":nll “Wen'b do'm the la.ne" for

Willlkde in 1940 unde.r uhe wm.p of . ‘the Naz::.—Sov:Let Pac't PI‘EuldBIl'b Roosevel"‘ >:_ v

m -

triecc to do exactly that bu‘b h:.s cha.rge was’:‘ so new a.nd une:wected, and t"xe :
Coumanists so adroit in ex.ecubmg the.;r d:.rec‘b:.ves ’ “that the Democratic ’ , | X
asser't.i‘onv, although true, Jus'b \¢as1|t beln.eved by a naive publlc. Ii‘ this
- /' ccmes about in 19L8 and the Democratlc "t:unmg“ is be'bter handled it

mizht prove mv«lx.c.ble » par'hiculaﬂy as the .émencan publlc :LS more

crhisticated and more sensa.’tive 'i;a tha r 'd issue s.hc.n :x:t 'th»n vas .
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~for foreign- ral:l.cz, seens to have aone no good .nwbsoever, and ‘t.ha'b the

wasted.

: : i
But domestic Co:mlmlsm is mercly a gldeohow 'to the "Ba.g Ten

>

|
Oa the main issues, the erubllcan strategy on mre:r.gn pollcy as it

s

aupears to ve develo*ung ::.s a ver" ei‘fect:.ve one. . I‘b is efzec’ca.ve cc ause '

Kt

and to uhe d::.scredit of the ndm:\.nlstratn,on:

Republican propaganda is repetitwus on’ the theme that Sov:Let

cxpanszicn in Eurooe coula ..wd should ha’VB bee’x stopped long ago and a..ha:t. e
~only - Poosevel‘b's bunr'l:mg a‘t ‘.‘[a.l ta s.nd Pres:xdent Tmman's a-ct:.ons 2t ’

‘Potsdam prevented th:Ls .fI'O-u happemng H 'bhat thc xnoney spen'b .,;23 b...lllo“l, ,

"‘h:xs strat egy s:a.s sharpenea by

i

occupation of Cerma:my is a cos‘bly fa.llure

Senator Taft in h:z.s Ohio speecn s:hen he very cqrefull,,r enphasized bhr.u

these weaknesses: could not be blamed on the Republlcan Congx e°s — only 2
ng Executive, sa..d he, can” g:we the’ natn.on a. sound forelgm Holicy ) -

l'l

S

I
Congressman Bender of Oh:.o, a ‘I‘aft spol‘esman, :z.n eaxly Septembcr urged

R

n
o
‘| .

n,J;
|
The sztuat;on :.n (‘reece may become a po.,.a.tn.cal :..asué :m 191.8

Sec“et I‘CpO"‘t.: i‘rom the State Depart.mcnt ind,:.cate that t.he sxtuation is .":f~

worzening in Greece a.'zd the comm

the summer of 1948. the’ Truman Doctrme WJJ..L have been on trial in GroeceJ% L
for i

» .

Jdsnistration wiid ue char ed vc:.th hav:mg blundered., -’.‘avery' qffor’c mustbe

made o insure the .;uccess 01 our ei'i‘orta :.*1 Greeca. A




6. The comestic issues of the cawpaisn will be high priccs

and housing. The High Cost, of I,i'vinr' x-r.i.‘.!.flbe the most controversicl

/issue of the 1948 cama:.gn — :.ndeed_ the only domcs u:.c ‘issue. thichever

" importance.

N

Party is adjudged guilty cu causm'f :L:b .fil}. .Lose 'the el ¢tion. TFor that

reason, the prescntam.m oi‘ 3.ts case by the: Democra‘bn.c Paruy —_— me manner,

the substance and the elfectlveness of 1’05 endence o :x.s o cruc:.al

In a .,ense, :ioa.s:mg 1.3 a part of the larger price issue. .

.

Yet it has its owmn sepa..ate drama..,lc possn.b:..z.ltleo ‘mcl i‘m mos‘t purpo.;ev

can be tr eat.ed as separaue. -',‘For,insv‘bahde,_,” the .’orld Uar II Veterc.n not yet

U

polltlcelly consc::.ons as prlces xna_,r :aorce h:.m to be next year, has been

1ed to believe (*.':netner nﬂhtly or m:'mgj.y) 'bhat he has vesued :Ln*ocrcst in

sadeguave housing. = mn.sw.'l.o'ze is- enough 'to cause conceutra'blon cn who is

‘responsible for 'the 1acx of hous:mg — t‘xe Democratlc Pres::.dent or t‘ae

‘ I '|

Kepwl.e_can Cou,._,ress. But the p*essures ovx both landlcrd c.nd ‘ocnant -on

.builder and buye r, il also result a.n 'eucpand:.nb the :.Lssue so: uha'b elrost

every voter will bé ai‘fected

T AS p&t of the general stratecfv of the:.r ha.vn commana o

!1vl
v

rove somevhat more to the "lei‘t" in the oecmd se.;s:.on O.I- Congrcss, the

Ttepublicans m_u. pus‘m sone sort. of a hous:.n" bz.ll *='hatever- they do spoasor,

'v
“‘

‘in 41l probebility a l'wauered—dom" vers:.on of the Taft-2gner-Ellender bill,

%ill be an znathexa to their financial ba.cke;;rs but they know t,hey must make
. EAT [

a'real 2ttempt on housing to hcld the so—galled smiddle class vote" wnich in
. '.‘ | )

1946 save them »O'luu.Ol oi‘ 't.he c:ongress.‘ ‘ ‘
The nigh cost o.f.‘ 1iv1ng .':111 clearly be the ma.:.n issue in 1948.

Tre Reviblicans have alread.; beg o] the:.r attack upon tm: :.dmniwtration in

=

this regard and have a‘h cmptcd 'to place the blc.me upon the Pre51».enu Tfor
,,1

T high price They ¢ tcﬁd tha‘t the Pres*de.'zt 13 respons ble becau 5e¢ he

noouraszed wage 1ncrcaaes fo" le.bor and b

e

:.nthelc.stan ;,'i,f

.removed price controls. .

R
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convress uuses to go along ?B.uh hzm, then

when 'bhe right - B

time coues, the Pr»s:Ldenu can clan.f“ tha.s 1svue ;, ea’;ly"by‘rgadinfr the

record to u.h:. peo')le. L Loy e

This will not be su.fi':.clent hovrcver. .Lhe present pr:.ce “x'o.,lem

is so acute 1o the A:ner:x.can people tnat 't.hey don"b have ncarly* so much

{

intcrest in who caused 1'h in 19h6 as :;.n who L s o:.nr'. "‘bodo sometha.ng ‘2boub

I 5,

it in 15L7 and 19148 The Pres de‘xt mast 'resent to the Congress progren

i‘or the conirol or pr:mes tha:b 1f enacted by the Congress ) *:.'111 actually

prove to-be- ei.‘:Eer:*l:a;ve.f If the Presn.dent recomnends a bold pro«ra.:n -and the

e vn.ll be stom.ng up valua’b.:.e ,

« i
:

~amnunition to use a‘h la:her t:x.n;e - for e ‘must l;ace t.he‘ i‘act than .nt‘xout L

‘\

“Srritable e,nd irrationnl about the problcm' tha:h they_ m_ll vote the tins out

d the “cuts" in- N AN

The manner in v:hlch t}'-e ;.ammn..,tratn.on dra. a'h:x.zes the h:r.g,a cost
.ol living and the ef fectlvenees m.th 'e\hlch .1'b can present. :L'bs s‘bor}' to the

‘pecple can la.rgeiy determine jt.he-ngxy ‘:gxcumben’c of the ‘.’fhite House.

’ -

7. The cor il:x.cu be'crfee'x the Presmacnv c.nd the Cong> ess wrill

inerezse during the 10148 ses :. .41th both ma aor pa.rties mald.ng their
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" voter, not ‘r.he Congressmm, they. must dmplay a label “which reads "o

~3ith the Republlcans and 't.o accept anv c prom:.ses el pa:x.c D:Lg po].xtz.cal

foreign policy.

Lo P"compartmer 033.2.28" 1ssues. 'I'o gm»r:u reasonableness -and ,p«rmcru :m
on forcign af

is to expect

morte.l beings *thcy *-e.

should select the :.ssues upon~=w1'n.ch here '.'111 be co*lﬂ.lct m.t‘l the majority

in Congress. It can aosume it will get no ma,;}or part- of its oun ‘programn
approved. Its tact:.cs musu, 'bhercfore, be entmrcly dii‘ferenu ‘t&m°’x if

there weré any real pc:.nt. *bo ba:rgalnmg and compromse. Its recoz:mendatigns —

in the State of the Um.on message and elsewhere -— must be taalored for the - o :

comrromises.t The strategy on . the Ta.ft-»Hartley B:Ll.l. — rei‘u.;al to targain

H

dlvmends. That strategy should be a&pan & :x.n the next: sess::o'x to :anlude o 1 P

211 the domestic 1ssues. Ll T sk

B. The Course of Action. %

If the "Probabx.ln.t:.es" (as d.xscuosed above), “oyr xrost. of uhem, S

are correct, 'bhere reman.n the tnn problem.. "oi' hou to take a.avantage O.L ‘hhose

which are favoraole and how ‘to effect chan‘ge" in those unfa.vorable.

12

The action requircd to achieve uhILS suould take p.;ace on two

levels — the pol.t:.cal level and v:hat can be called ”the pro"ram" 1eve4.. R

1l. The Poli t::.c 1evel.

(a) “The Party Crganiza’cidn ;‘"“ Tne one partlcular Lpo'm which T

all pcil..,_ ticans agree ::.s ’that 'hhe 1eader..h1p of the Democr“tlc orgc.nizatzon

" is moribund. t is h«mi*r :meortant on t.h:t.s late day vhether '{:hls is a:xyone*s

Lol e

fzult. The blunt facts seem to be that the Party has .'been so lcmg in power

$dn

t is fat, tired, and even a b:rb ;scm.le..u These alert; part,f ma.ch:z.nes windch,

t
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berinnding with 93 urned out ‘u‘ch.gmge majorities ,11! ,vix.?,ve-ei ~f+~¢9w

'.r""“""“(.:

for the Daxocr t,.c t:x.chub“u.ve‘\all throug,h 'the years oi‘ 't.helr 'nctor:.ec'

Leen stoeadily deucmor‘.mnr* x,.ndc.rncatn —— un”w.l. :m 19hh ‘ohc Democrat:.c

ceeded in ::CLermes cnd enthuslasm by ‘the PAG.“

Haous and Kc.lley a.mu.t publlclj they a.'re throuch as po.x,:x:b:.cal :

R

bosses of ih i':.:c'st magmtune. They have lef'b no me in the:.r places 3 thedir

crganizetions are shot through v'lth 1ncompetence.: "’here are 2 few signs of

revival in New Yorh 'under Layor OlD.Jyer 'bu; hardly enoug,h to ;]ms‘b:.fy any

optimisn. In Ohio uhe regular orgamz‘.t;r.on “:a.rs with former Covcrnor : ’
...... { "' ;;'%1
Lzusche., Jim Curley, s‘ca.ll Boston's great vo‘ce getter, f:x.lls "n.s cell with '

ibreats of smashing ‘l:he party :m piassachusetts — md no one doubts for a _ e

~minute that he can do ::b. Pennsylvama :.s tom betree'z Lam'czlxce and Joe
cuffey and every: 'tme I‘.v:re*zce gets 5ome Federal patronage to O.:L spense, Gui‘fey

sings the praises of Henry \'ﬁallace as publlcly as possz.ble. The Callfomla.
quarrel is so dra.ma't.lc it neeus no cozmacnt.‘ In worse or less degree s the *
A . I ! » 3

situation is the same in most of the stc:tes. Lo e E I

i

»

Toe prescnt "orgamzat:.m" pou:rs Ohu reams of puahc y; it is -
dispatched by ma:x.., by press and b;y raa:.o buu there seems to be hc.ro...y anyone.

cut vbeatlng the hushes" to ha.rmonize \"here possible and de.»lra.ble s To re-

,.construct -.:here recessary, the 1eadershlp :m the states and t.he c:Lt...e., R the '
. |

towns aad the counties, ,‘

e !

The cne essentld is to have the new Chaa.rman of the Iat:.mal o e
'E .
Democratic Committee, as soon as pos.;:.ble-—.vorlana to rebmld the Parsy . - "

n

orgeniza :_m from the ground up and t"ymg to hamonlze such anpa.lecf feuds

~

. . l
a2s that in Catifornia.. Tne pract:.ce of t oday's Democratic or'*am.za ion in
spending aloost &ll 3 its .m.me in raising rxoney and do:.ng favors!i‘or "the .

faithNim mey be useful bur, it does l:.t‘t.le to rebu:t.ld the Dez"ccra’clc Party —-
and thet is wha 1‘& needo..zf;ﬁ{ PP . - ’
(v) Liaisons with Lebor and Independents. Just as vital -

< .
¥ 5
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|
|
to eventual political Success 1., the reqasral ol the ..m:.m..,tr?tlcn'a

wvorking relationship m.th p*'oy;ress.we a.nd lc.bor leaders. ..'natever mzy be

basis in the part year. No moment m.llf_ ever be beut& for the Pr ic ent’
. i :
. o eake political caprcali ‘u‘b of. the pres_ 't ..frustra'bn.on o:C uhe labor

s,IA
¥

be. gzven the mmref*s 9:{ ythat"they '

ch o.‘f.‘ this
i ,,g ,
cult:.va.t:.m can be done only by Preolaent ‘I‘rzman h:mseh. Immerscd in 'che

-day problems,

> "mag:.c" of
St

his office. The mere @ct.ensn.on af an mv:.t‘t:.on;to 'tLll:Lam er ee*x, Dan

: 5’1:; :
of delicate "timing" — 1t. 15 dangerous 't-o ask a 1a‘oor 1eader For agvice on

xH

S
o

President from a.;h:.ng'bon on. ha.s rue.f.‘ully 1ea.med — can res:.qt the glamom

" ~-political cperation. '.{‘hn.s Pre°1dent:.al' ag

the self-important feeling of "a:;iv:. mg" a Pre»:.d&.t on any‘h:mg.

Thus the rela‘b:.onshln look:mc' tox”a.rd 19148 , uh:.ch 13 41' ter 231 a

‘comeon goal for Democrats and orgam.zed Labor, cun be{;in to funcumr:. But ”

noTre 'nnan that is needed.‘ The Pres:.dent should select a l:.eutenant or
, N I'

i

ieutenants, vhom he personally trusts who wo\.ld contmue to .m'e hay# for

| 1

him. A fresh “face" is desuable. : He should ha.ve, besi.des the Prcs:x,deqt'sx

ear, the confidence of the- 1abor leaders 3 A'l‘h re are severa_ such men

.a specific matter and then 1gnore ‘bhat adv:.cc) o hu,..an be.;ng — as every

mares
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o aé iratclliconce - and a good sense of how far to go and

.......

iwhen ——

Vi,

< I

- ! .
.of.. 'c.ha Pennsylvanla c niressional
. I R

H
i

!
voided in the “uture _,&perienced po]itlcic:zs f'm.r 'the pl‘bfal.s..) of .

(™)

he

i

"outs:.uc mweri‘ercnce", emphas:,s on 'bhe labor 150116 :Ln the "'oz‘st kxna of

—the Vhite I'ouse so 3.'h ...ll be rc.ally 1n;[‘ormed about just v.'ha.t is% going on.

These regular reports a.dded to those made by rental:.zed par*by organization

~¥ill increase the ndmm.stratlon's polltn.ca.z. muelllgence, today sadly

o
W
!

'v

atrophied.

]
I
i B S e

And by elcct:l.on tn.me, the Adﬂlnlstratmon » Labor anc‘.\'thc vrogressives

-
“

wiil hove built a mechanism of coora::.n‘.\tlon .a.uh one’ anot.her equ_poea to

;,.

function threouphcut the storm and stress cf a. Pres:.den‘bial ca_unaign

i {(c) The '_rnsulauian oi‘ Fe*zry allace.A “'a.!..i.ace shou.».d be put
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e 3ecms 1o be taking eflect. — the ud.nmlstrutlon mast persuaue

e lld e

»

prosinent 1liberals cnd p*‘o*rress:wes — md no onc else - to move 'mo...xcly

Loic the fray. ;.‘cy mo‘c po:.nt out u{l

is aade up of Ca ..“.u“lsts and 'the ;.cll *'r—tra.velers. - .n..t ﬂ‘h. samo tll"lu, scre

Lines should be ka T Ouu so t'x;:t :1.£ u"IG unpredlctaalc }'enr:, al.Ly sees

U

the light and can be -‘calked ':'.n'bo suppo”‘b:).nJ t‘fm ommn.strata.ou , he v3ill have

I
Dt

andy rope to climb- bach. on 'bhe onnd"raao —-"n.i‘ "‘fhe la wun'ted.

4"

there is o‘ﬁ_y fuvllJ.'CJ J.n the delus:.o ‘bhd:: ..al_...ce can be

insulated merely by yellmg a't; 1*.:.::1. AS ru... :o*m _u.eutem.nus say, and

accurately, in their pr:.vate ccnversanon, "Hen.ry ca.n be swpped quite

~easily ; 211 7P e51dent Trman hnS to do is move to ‘.he le:ft and our ground

"1 ":»

is cut outv from under us, but we are qulte sure he won't do it.w H w the

(oelow).

ﬁm;nm.stre.tlm can a..ovaﬂfleft" belcngs :.n t’ne d:.scuss:wn of the "proc"am" )

re - uhﬁ men vho ex ecxite ‘these

“programs. -and here is. t.he stro*ag v‘eapon Ol ahe Pr '-‘id t.'s arse'zgl - h:.s

. a -
.' H

appointing po:':er;.‘ Po...xb:.c:..ms 111'e moo"e other p» ZL 8, m:mk o.L ::.ssues :m f; oo

,'( Cd ‘,‘f :

terms of men, not stat:.st...ca. ..’he*x thefPremaent moves "13.{"5“ :m rus Lo

appointments, ‘m :.s patt:.ng poh‘.;lca... mme ‘ :.n lus ban;c. .

1 L _,~

The Sepuember llt.h sneach by kY alla.ce x«.s h:l.s Iirst reallv a.d:co:Lt‘

R

-one. . Tt was z bid té 'bhe d:.scom,eq»ed 11 erc.ls 1."aver:.ng beh:.nw rr»...;.ien‘b

Truman., What. he said puol:.cly they have heen oay:mc' pr::.vately .m.tn increas-

-

Ang pitterness = even 'b:xo..,e '.eho sunport. u"le 1*”at'c:~;3.de:mt.. Henry al.hc..c‘.

4

-~

appealed to the aoaVlS'th fea.r of a.’l.l progresszves — “ohe fea.r o“ niall.

o

Street®. This feur is "10» \e\oole oroperty oi‘ the pro:'re.a31ve.>." L bclongs

traditionally to the Damacrat:.c Par’t.".f be“an vith the egrarian Jeffcrson's

vattle ogainst Humlton, :z.t cont:.nued Wluh Jacxcson"‘ fight against licholas

Biddle's bank, it found 1‘ts s:.lver tonvue in uhe crusades of Villiam Jennings -

A )

i Dryan, ond .;o came to Iull PlOn"Br undpr ".'J.lson and Franklin Roosevelt. In

whe onl‘: wey 1o 6XD lzin: tqe last‘* n'* e.lllance betwecn the South and ihe Yest

i . A;w-‘“‘ .
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is their mutuzl i‘ec.r oi gouna‘t:.m by tne 1naust.*1al TaSu. J.oda,; the
. N |

c:o.cmt ""dll btreet. L

sSouth can agres

ana to fmxemcan ul"‘

‘Os ,,r wher o

Loveit,

-

A

ment bankers; |

his clima:«:, ulluce re.mc:ed n s hs“oeners of 'hhe ‘éx'hn.te }-‘ou.,e v:x.s:.ts oy

Herbert woover, the man aoa.mst v'ho*n Roooevel't ran i‘our 'bn.mes no ma tter whon

the Republicans no,n:ma“bed;

" The allace plan :.s smphclty 1tsel.f. It shoula be - becausé

3 kY

it has been used be;.ore. He merely borrowed 1'1: i‘rom Fn.gh‘c.mg Bob Larollette -

ol
'who received five. r.u.lhon vot-es :.n l9z.‘L b_,r at‘backmg c:aolldre a.nd Jo‘nr. .

"Davis as """:eedledum and ‘Iv‘eed.ledee ) 'the mes.aenger boys of i Stree

and the ru.i‘lcance of ‘c.hx.. Ix.ﬁ‘ollette 't.‘m.ra na.rt,/ vas not n:hs total vote :

i it
]

i

' out that the Prot*res.,lves ran ahead. of ’che Dez*‘ocra’bs in eleven r‘.'.’es.,er states. _ S
ES : . ;‘ » ‘l N
¢ ,larger uhan 't;he Repupl..can "oue

The combined Demouratxc—'t‘rogresswe vo»e '

'r'.'

ianel by any so--called progre.,s:.ve movemen‘h .nnd .allace recalls only too

well that the spiri ulla.l i‘a‘ther of 'bhe eu Dea.l vfas not John w.‘ Dc.,\rl.S but Bob

icFollette, and that uhe Iw": Deal ca:ue onlJ e:.gnt year.a lauer.

&

:
.
l'

A Tresi dem — h‘.ra.m"d bJ t.he ncamt..ng tarop.aans of Furope and by
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o~ confirsed —— may Jus ul.;.lably ‘oe s‘broncrl*

'

. Coavention:

"

t‘:m’nwcerous resignations of. zen who can no lon"'er alford to;work for

§
H

the Governscnt, and also'by tﬁe de :rab:.li‘tj of solectln'f *aem*"qc can be !

g ‘bemp ed to- reply ' 'jDe.»eam*ueryW
Cl

: {3

to the Wall Str harge.”, True aS th:s mav be, and nni’an.r as saca ..c.bean«"

is to the persons a‘tw.c}:ed vho 4re dowg whun the:y can _Lor Jxeir comtw,

the charge is nonethgle.,s i‘:.lled w:.‘bh top‘mucn polrblcal ayn.a:mue. "'In

.

e

politics nany anws are unlal._ e

'2""These dii‘f:.cult:x.es .

'A
S

n||\

have no glamour, 'hhey are ‘too comple,c — and so ‘h‘ney just don,'.‘b "ev across.’

-The Wallace attack does. : In t.ne blunt words of the ..'U (Dubms}"y) Union

sl

“Foreign ‘policy is nov the prn.vabe prope“t,r of
retired financiers. Foreign policy is the bur .
concern -of ‘bhe great mass 'of t.he people."

n
4
AAnd h..’o is all that ‘the work:.ng man \":.ll remember \Of that issue.

It is mpera‘tlve that the Pres:.denu nake. some top. 1evel appof.n’c—

B »,E‘.

‘ments from the *anks o.:. the progressa.ves ---A3.n fcre:.gn as ..all s donestic

{ .alffairs. His i‘:u*l’* for Ialmn‘bhal made hin t.he hero of the 1'1dene..a<,n.. vouer.

i
fHis refusal to m.t.hds:a*.': the name of T‘ram;:Ls Bmdle as .—merlca:‘ delegate 1o
the Economic and Soc;al coumnl unt..l B:.dd?.e reques»ed iv made h.un nany

e

i‘rlends anong the la.berals. Top rana.ng appo‘ntments of man L.\e young Bob

LaFollette are needed. Tne pat’cern must. be repeated even if some of them

?

are not confirmed.’ Under 't.he:x.r :x.mpact 1"allace .'.111 i‘ade av'a,r

(a) Porzra:«.t o‘i‘\qg Pres:.dent.

| picture of Pres;dent ?ruman. I‘ron as objecw:.ve a perspect:'..ve a.s po.;smb;.e,

T submit that the pr esen“h publlc attn.tuue to“fard the Pres.;.dent 1s aoouu as

iollows: ‘ L . .

Bonh the or:.g:.nal "noneymoo_ n a:u.l th” late“ v:x.olen ¥ ceritical .

period of public opinion 't .:ra.rd th~ Prc d.en'b seeu; ’so be overa . E:neroln
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‘hhen,r wor «::Lrg ontac uS w:Lth the ’>re.°3..

a.thou'b ana.l 's:.s, thau tnc

its impressicn oi‘ :Lts Presa,den'b mostl,.r i‘rom the act:.ons he ta’akes vhen per-

forming as Chief of Sta’be - as the Head,of Govemnent. The|.

people rarely if ever ‘bh:m}. oi‘ h:.m 4in- h:." role of. Governmen‘b

ot

b

-

It
4
ik

masses of the

!

dent" They.

Y

|
i

th‘e pubiic gets

B
+
g

adm:m strator,

or as the *e.,po*x.,s.ble pohcy maker on m..r nc.’c:x.ora.l economic problem.».

hey really form thelr lc.stlnrr ma*a*ess:no*:., from .zauchn.nb his

/nerican people. : ‘ o b

fl.atcr Canadian trip.: The Cana an Lr:.p mgh’b have been, so

‘¥nows, nmore mortan‘t for tne Um.'l:ed a‘ba:b

foe

$ a reas on;.ole guess ’ hm'fever, 'nnat today i‘m: mnencan c:.t

LY

- incidental ges*'c.m"es —— \:hen h,e, appears a.s “‘1{3 renres;n.,at:we

{

i

!

'
0

in apt :.lluutre.tlon is the co*1 rasr. bet'.ecn his Ley.l

.¢

s than h:Ls vlsa.t 'to

af all the

I

..a.'n trip and

f

i‘ar as anyone

r.Cmcl"cp. It .

the I.;e:-:ican cadets. zhether 1‘h wes pi&med‘dehberately or 's"Jas' & last-

minute Lmrom.»atlon 13 unmnortant R

be more numerous. and snculd be pl:—mned dellberately; that 13 "«:-he way the -

public should rere’::ber its PI‘GSldC“l‘t. 53'"; .

I
\

.,
!
+
©

9
ft
£
(‘; 'y
o]
ek

(¥
o
[
®
ot
[+:]
(]
by
\u1]
:!

vent orchid hanting and wa., chanr'ed fr

¢ L

Ry '
i

i
i
i

The trip 1o the Rio coni‘erence “m.ll be recallea noti

|
l'w

bec....uue of T,ne

K

‘nln

i
!

L

om

RS

zuccess of the conference but becax..,e of the Bra.,a.llan ovaun.on

o a st ellbuc}’. HIC :x.s at h::.s oest nen an Arrbas.:aaor of Cood FHE11.

4

In 1the fu»ure, ‘such gestures shoalq.

to "ourm

£CUs nore nevspaper & tentiqn and ‘.mch mo o lntcrest from the American pecy

a*'ss even remenber

he went to Canaaa. Bub almo..t everyone rememcers hlS gr«.cexul gesmre about

a pollywog in-

And he

Lle

a
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than do the ur‘.nm..ren., gourncvn.ngs'oi‘ }.esors. Dev cy dnd Tai’

i ‘,

v

their rresident "s

(e’

mun e because that is v

_.'."

{2, g
L« B
5w
o

¢l

o)

1)

is r:i::;;:.gad in ao.m*".’ H..s c.a.llz.nf' llSvs, .'ec,c m and veek out_,' are filled

¢

2lmost entirely .a_m Goverxuent and Conbressmen 1:1&1 vhom he cox sults on

p*oblems thet are :un*norumt oO ’tha na'blon,

Vo . y Ty

I'buu d.ppg,a.. to the average reader

cwphcatea and mJ.

-

The publu_c has & tremendou.a :mte“c.:.. in ::hs Cnlef X \;ecu‘bive and
A
RISt T

is :x_nva.nably hungry i’or news aoou’c hln.x I‘c. does not vant th 6 e stereo typed
gesiures, SO done to dea'bh in pa.st years 'bhat the,; are rou“c:.ne.. o one
l !

really cares .any nore a.bout a romad-—the-world flyer, or the 1i’at1e girl

i
|
-y

~with the first poppy of the Disabled Veteran or tha Eagle Scou'b frca Idaho.

!

'

Granted that such ap*;o:.n»men‘bs often cannot be avolded and musg" ‘be borne

{

arith foriitude, they have long sinee reachad 'bhe stage of dm:n'.m.shlﬂn

|
returns. .

Tl‘e Idnd of ges»ures des:chd are. tno.ae vm.cn, 'ba.}xen dtegether
A

-and repeated again c.nd. dra:m, will form a ca*c;ullj Sravm p:\.cuuire ol the

i l

President as a broad—gauved c:x.'bn.zen xath trc*xe'xdous_{._; vur:..cd zTntera s. If
well done, there will be countless varlatlons on 't«hlS thene. T"us does not
ia e

mean he s‘qould do any‘th:.ng vh:.ch puts hm ln a i‘alse ’or unnatural Jizght.

These axrtifi cma.l:rtmes cmtaan m.thln t‘xemselves ‘%:.oo nuch pol:.t:.c ganger

(viz, Calvin Coolidge wearmg hlS Ind:.an bonnet or Senator Tzut ca'tching . R
: : b L

. . ~e % e . ’ .'v“ . 1 3. .

his Iish). : R . 2
But there are many estures of substance to be :n:-.deJ! : Solcly for

. 'l

Lrposes of 1llus.rauo'1, several are hera sug ges’ced (these parulcu..a“ ones
revolve around t‘le most superb oi‘ all bac\cdrons — the inite Hcm itzelf 1):

(1) The Pre.mdenu coula 1unch vith Albert T: ns;..,ln. It

7111 be rem e;..bcred ‘he was the man \""10 prevu:l._x.ed upon ROOQPY"Q:J.‘C to stort

tomic bomb project. At hlS na&p pres., conference, he can expliain

-t

1

o
44}

4

that they bulx(E.d in general c.bout the pcacet:unﬂ uses of =auo“a_c
I


http:ill'l)'thl.ng
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’:

energy and its patc*:t:.w.l ules .Lor our 01v1.|.1‘.a.ti . He cun t'*n,n

(

casually mention unab he has hec:n spend:z.rw sone o.; .hlb len.‘-'ure tmc :

caught up on’ q. o:rac;”cnarzy : hét,-ac.s been hav:.n"f tbra,efmg sessionst

R L

with the '.xto‘:uc ergy c:::mz.vsn.m a.nd hao

_so bucn dOlnf" some: reaulrg

purely froz the dlaym ..n's po:.n't. of v:m“.*. 4 o ",'che ew~zr§-1_;; -.;na.u-
(a.: '.1onf: as
.‘ " -*' . i

. , I
it would do thez no na.m

he picks the right one) 'r.'nlch he has Just rc d. ' In anothcv- co*mec'bn.on

¢

(The “iinning of the Ves t") 5 -this memors.ndum su.,,gests later 'bha‘b he. visit

1

os rlamos «nd O2k '-hdbe, but :.11 pomt‘ of‘ "t.‘.mn‘?", ‘the E'J.nstem visit

,‘..

and the Few Lexico VlS:Lt could be done ’cogei:her. '
ii) he"lry Ferd II is oft.en 1n ash:x.ngto*z ‘these de.:/s. The

i '

Presicent should cavually mnte h::.m to lunch Jus‘o to talk over m.s.tte

-wgenerally?. This plcture of tne .é.memcan Pres;dent and the Yox;ng Ba.s:mess ‘

.¥an together has d.pped... i‘cr the average reader. manj ohhe" bus:mess 1eaders

|

Y should be called m”occas:.onally. ,;

n'i

The- press mnst pm.nu xw':s of the Pres:.dent

i

'-"o he con rols

S ‘“

‘his publicity by his o-m \.h:.m Oue or 'bwo non-yoh't.:.cpl personawes x"celc

&

should be the target. . me need i‘or conferences n’hh labor 1eaders h«zs

2lready been e:nmasa.zed i‘o, ot.her rea.oons. Tha.s technlque oi‘ smons to Jae " R

ihite House has the added 'v:\.r*bue, be°1des ‘publ:.c::.ty, pf bulldlng gooa -:.J.l

in orga.nizatien 1s f‘attered 'bhat. :.ts leader :.s cons:x.dered :.mportan'ﬁ enou;h

to be consulied. . This’ ta.kes that mcs‘t n.mportant o;t' co:mnodltles | — Pres:.denua.ali

-

.
Tigqe - pub

P
(34

well orth :ubs expenul eare. , I't is worth it because of

the amoericant's :1.nord.1~1aue c‘urlosmty —_ he \n.ll rratch f.hat thch m.th 2 new - SRR
: ,A 5 1 . ‘ .. .
intercst, even a sense’ of perso'zal part:.clpatlon, :.f ‘the o»her(partxc pa.nt.

i

is someone other ihan a Gwcmenu admm.strator or COng“essman. :

3

3
3
E

The :’resid°nt vill hg.ve more than enough on h:m mind in

{ ~ . N ;' v, H
\_/ the ccaing months; he cannot be exnected 't.o th:mk much about Jus sort of

thing. 3ut it is int “msmally vnporuanu. Somcoﬁe Wluh imagination should

b2 delereted Lo draw up .,hls t,;pe of aoedda ano. presen‘t several alte,natlvec




== __'__.

weelly To him. His own good sense of politiczl judgment vill ccc1 o

9]

or rejoct these suggest:t.ons :x.f all he is requ:.red to do is chec}{ t..g': cne

3;& )

% — & :“ (.
ne prelers. ey

o g,

~~~~~

extrancous —— and X"&LC.‘ nore valld —— rea..on-'~ b;nce he .LS Pr rq nY, he

carnot be pollt Cc—l-] v aculvm untl_L x‘acll c..u,e» the Ju‘l_,r Ca*wcnmm. « The

l i

people are lnCO"lSlSue'l‘t d.nd cd.grz.cn.ous bu‘b f»he&e is no gumenu that they

.;.

x

feel deeply on this -—; He mus*b be - Presme*lu ,of a.ll the peoale and not merely

.\| ¢

-the leader of a pa.rty zmtil the very 1:.5“&. m:.nutey Therofore, he‘musu act

La."xcoln set the patt.ern by re-

nzining "judiciously g}.oof" ‘ (to use‘hi.-. in phr e) :Ln Illn.no.:. ‘,?'while his

I;I

as a President almost up to I‘;Lect:.on Day.

henchren ¢arried on the political ?.far.ﬁfor him. De\“ey, .Lo.:t. Stés‘sen and

; J .
-‘l"«ulace are’ i’ree as blrao +to-attack h:z.m buu once he stoops 'bo ansv*er them

n their level, he has’ done h:z.mself se\-ere;.;c.m'nage. Only "s:..Lson bro::e‘ this. ‘ -
‘rule of being Presidentvofall:the-people ’.--A.in 1516 V.by asidng: for a - i
; Demccratic Ccmgrcs.. —— and the people pum..meo. him for it b" reuur'mn'r a
-Republican one. ) A | -

So a Presicent vino is. e.iso.a cahq:xdane m.st re.aort‘u}o suotcr-uge —
for he cannot sit silent.‘ T—ie mst be in the .Lme...lg;,.zu. ﬂe r;‘u*t do the ol

Lmd of thing suggested above 'bo stay n.n the l::.mellzht and hx., r s aiso

‘resert to tfxe la_r‘d of trip \"u.ch Roosev\.lt mad; famous in the 1040 ;..a.malgn —_—

-the "inspection.tour.” No matte,. ho"r muc.h the opposz.‘blon and ‘thc pre.,s

‘pointed out the polrblcal overtone.o of tboc'e trips ’ the pcople gaa.c L 'ble.

attention because vhat they saw was the Heaa'j of Star,e per*om:x.ng hl.., aatz.es. )

Tneae few cor....ento\o}"Tne Portra:z.t of Pres:.deno-' ;.re ;.m.rn 'bo

i’

ve no more than illustrat ve' of the carci‘ul thauvht 1n1ch muot De cevo ved
to presenting a well-rounded broadf-gaugeq ,:mc_i versatile ca.r;clidafb,e +to the
[ e et s
{__/-imerican people.

. . {e) Foreign Policy' ‘Since ;.he gene“al stra‘bogy o; tl‘

i

orpesition in the field. of forelgn ai'faa.rs 13 the:.r clain uhd.b i :h...t is gooa
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.

i chall, what is.bad is Trunan" ’ uhe por'brq:x.’r, the puollc sees must

als0 undergoe ul'&é“c.'tlf}"l Pre...ldent Trunun rm.,t assunie beforb. the cyes
N i

of the poople the lo LCI‘ohlp on i’o e:wn 'nollcy. B mdc.y tne imerican scople
’ L. .

identily Secretary arshall md no‘b T,he Pres:.acn‘b a,s onr °p9}¢e smern.  This

‘x‘

1

2

moy have substantive advantar'cs bec«..uoe o;. :L"bs ncn-—par‘b:...an 31;11:‘&"-'? but .

.c.vc.xxplc, one of : vhe reasons

i

wnhiazpily it is bad *ool:.ulcs i‘or lohB Por

s
-

privately c:,rculated by the men promotlna, today's 'bcntauve bogml =t Tor _ i
enhower is that uhc General kno*:'s i’orelg,n pol:.cv much more{'baan
i3 b

theoret :u,ul._y- 'hhat he is accugtomed to deal:.ng‘da.rcctlj ‘m‘bh'Br:x.tlm,

Russians, T French and Germans. Unless clums:.ar tha.n usual *the “epuolzcans

.“.’~

vill be cautlous ‘that 'they do not provdca‘ Ha.rshallvn.nto such i‘zdei‘ensn.ve -

1tude that he mll be i‘orced to attack the:.r obst*uc‘t:.om.»:"
{ i ]

‘chwcrno*' De’vey may go so i‘ar as 't.o say thau :.;i' elected ne *'r.'.l 5
a 3

Larvbel‘. &s Secretary O.x. Sta.te.

xust 2llowr hlmoell to be 1n a pos:rta.on .'*ne'r*c he! can 'ba}s.e cred:xt.‘i‘o‘ those.
A" ‘_“I
. 1

' o .
aspoets the publ.xc re*‘aras as 'bhe V:Lr'bues oi‘ 'bha‘b pollcy Heéc‘a‘nnot afforc

- e
to ‘econtinue &llovwing them *to go by dei‘aul'b 'bo all.

|
¥
|
i
i - ' - I . -
‘yarshall is a solcu.er and tramed o be loyal to his |Commander—

[.

I

in-Chief. JIn the .&.cr:.can Republn.c, 'the Pre...Ldent :Ls responsible for
[

‘foreign policy. He CuIll"&O‘b 'be respon 1ble :m i‘ac‘t. if he cmot

4
H
use h

L
'

is
a %5*
.authority. It is on hlS recorc, not that O.L Iarshdl 'thau the |people will

moke their judgment in 191&8 and: he must be given the cred:rl:. 1‘.{‘ Ihe is

subject to ine blamc. Dcmocra.mc Govcmment mcuns no 1ess andi y !6 more
In terms of te;:rmque, th:... neans he mu.;b use ha.s aut]hora,ty .
rublicly {as well as he‘ prxz at.e way hc does excrczse :Lt)~ phg‘.t' ihe rust snca}{
. 't o
out wore often on spec:.i‘::.c mdtters of i’ore.;g,n pol:xcy 1:1’:)1 ﬂrctn!éred
§ .
statesicnis &t press ¢ o*zferences — hl.a great and usei‘ul aouncanim boam.




The dangjers of s ea‘ur\g "o;.i' the cu.f“" on forelgn pollcy are!;ODVlOUS-

1

ma.ny g axmounc\.-

: |
ments today being rmad le congtan..lj :Ln uh tc..tc ueparw nt ( id many of
|

those by subordinaue ofi‘lc:.:.ls) should éq;l;-. 'come i‘ om uhe ..‘} Kousc.
.'l

the

;
|
1d {ar Ir tat.g "‘b

() me Co:nnmd r-.-:Ln-.Ch:.e.u

American people SCUOL}D.I!” ‘they uOO eas:.lj.‘ i‘or[,et —_ our President is

glso the Com e.nde‘—-ln—c:n:n.cf "‘bey a.re forgettmg :Lt zgain, and d ironically
cnougl, cne of the reasons. is a pet progect O-L the Pres:.czenu_- Unification.

“There is now a “Super-—Cab:.net Of.;:.cer" 2

.the Secre.,ary of Defense.

It is a commonpl‘_ce tha.t one of the nreat a.n.fi‘i_culties

cf owr Government is that. Cab:met Offz.cers, in contra t with “Lhe British
[ 1' l - '

s:,'stem, are not as amenable to Preszdent:ual d:.sc:.pllne as tht=y ou"h to be.

~.Lincoln suffered as. .g'reat.ly as any Preszdent from the vag < S ) per-

" -sonal a‘..blt:.o'm of h:.s Ca.b:met. and. even Fran‘cl:m Roosevelt I:' '

_—

‘_@

tend to regard tnen.uelve ,as une ru.lerq‘,o.t‘ :Lndcpendent oarcmLés;

L b -
is always true m ..ome measu..e but thcre'::. no good reason v.'n j t sn uJ_d
be S0 (e.rcep'r. unat th e Pres:x.oleuc“r has é er properly bee‘l s.,a.l’f‘ed‘. There

J.S serious c.anger - ir pectlve o.|. t‘xe persond:.ty or ta..ents of whoever B

‘happens to have the job at any monent - t au th:x.., tenaency wm.ll becone
s
| o}

ally e:cage,erated in <the Department of Na.t:.onal Defense. This is par-

ticularly so in the world we live in 'c.oday. S A S E

h’.llltary a.ffalrs, whethe“ we like it or not,“,rrrill be a t.
| :

o |
leading n*eoccauauon’ of 'bhe average unerlce.n citizen for ‘che next ye

AjH |
Tf nothing else, he feels :Lt :.n h:.s pocl\etboolx - 7).; c‘.nts o; the Budzetb

i - , .

ol ' e  scene of many announcem ats on’

ca;; a:'range a;schec‘mle,» should
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2. The Frogram Leval.

The sa;gcs‘ho"zs made on the pcl:.‘ba.cal level go almost

wholly to and § “od uth rmch ‘thlzn tq

oty 3
#forml, ne man

-

tqe thlabs tnat arc to ue d
5 ;

Bhu l

coinz are to be done.

The is sues g.re therc. .foz' anyme to. see. (

ovr and nneﬂ thev dre uO be handled so th

-rinimized -as m.ch as poss:w.ble. -

How does the orpos:x ulO’l plan to handle tnem'? Tt i

& secret.

Having performed yeoman serv:ice for thoée intere

i K .
aL need
i:i

one —- the

".." at remalns is

eir a“vantacfes

sts (e.g., the

LuR *«:CL Es ate Loab::fr) which- provn.ae uhr.. :t‘:.nancn.al s;\.news for: pol..t:.cd

xaril.re, the Republ:xcan strateglst.; proclaa.meu uheir a.nuentl

P

3!1: 48 in ‘r,ne-next'se s:.on.
. .
Scnator 'f‘ai‘t ‘bhe:.r leadeL on donestlc polx.cy, h

to his bow: Houu:mb s “aucat:x.on (rcl:.ef i‘or

peoyle, including the veterans, are stirred up.. a.bcut'housing

~

+the teachers have vo‘.;es.

The Repubhcans nlan uo ro.:.se the

oqs to swing

S

as three strings

cache s) and Heal th. The

and rents, and

ininmum Tage

‘leveil, do what -bhe;y can for the BP' s, and g:we the Heg*o his

:€ivil rights legis u:txcn, or 't.ry to.

A1}y this means 'they a.re chas:mg votes in’ earnest B

serphasizes the only tenable Demccratlc str“tegr- 'rm.ch is tof'

stay to the ulefty of nhem.

The Dem o\.ra't.s nold t.he ?re' 1dency The Presidcr

wore flexibie man ‘l:.he Conerw‘s, viu.ch means narely 'bha‘c. a P:

5

always act much faster - and more often' — 'than can :my Ero)

Or Songre Ssmen.

The Prcsmcnt haS a great opp rtunl‘bv of presen‘"

progran to the .1er1can p;.ople in h;seqe

+
i
1

FEPC and b

NS

res:.aen‘b can

Jp of Ser\ators
. S i M "‘

5
Ln{, i

s5age..on thek"State oj..the Un ion, LA

i

.y is vastly i T
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S

’

‘x

’ o
He cun prescat his TECOom ;enc.atlons srnply md clearly to tn? ICOn;_,re:,.,

' o I
so that the people "111 }-:no“r *:ha‘h the Pres:.dcnt J.S ;.s}u_ng “&};1‘ Congress
o o . L
'i

[

¢ do. There is 1 . *":L.Ll get much cc’)onc*a ion
. ‘ R k'(“
ent. uO ac in- yOSlleﬂ to recelve

I 5

sh' \.;n*e al...o be:m" ‘:.n position

e
Irom the Conf‘“ess ‘ou't, we .ult u.;e T=‘rcs:m
tre credit for xmatet,vcr 'bhcy do- acconnh

to criticize tne (‘o*xgrcss i’cr oe:mg OOS‘t»rthloﬁl ts m f&lllnf’ to cecmply

-gevelopuient of camwaa.gn issues.

vith other reconmm,c,a'blons._ 'Ph.x.s x(lllfbe-;a fermle i‘:x.eld i‘o*‘ the

i

There ure ceruaa.n :.ssues uha:b alreacxy stcmd out |as the major
K

no...nts of conﬂlct :.n 19)48 They are ' (2) Housing;

{2) The Liarshall Pla.p 3 (l;) Ta.& Rev:x....:.on ~ ,: (5) Gonservamon of Natural.

-Resources in the ‘-.’{e%“b' and (6) C:m.l nghts. ' |

(1) Bigh >r:iées‘. TR : f . -
| . Al : b . N
Vie are oil‘f to a good staru on tbe e..ceed:.n‘_ly :Lrp'ortant issue
L § "
of High Prices. The Pre.,:xdcn’c ha.s rccormended ‘oo.z.d prograi thit should
: )
present increasingly ! grcat appea.l Lo ‘bhe M..er...can “eople. *'h present it
. s |
appears thab uhe convress m.ll not gwe t’xe Presmenu price l[co'mro?

of the other seven po:.n ts- of h::.s 'cror'ra.

rationing g, or .mge co'rbrol. 'Tbey Ta.i.l':a

;.a.

now on the program.

rtfa‘RlZnth"lS m..Ll i‘:md much to. ob;;ect to ;,n ohe prof'rc.m. Flvomf ‘c.. e sta**zq—“:". o

po:.n'c of the loug,—*ange 'ne?,\ho.:ever, ’ohe prophecy could 'ael.L be made
that the fow people r'ho will be attacm'm the Pree'n.dent's nrogrw woday
are ihosc who, in ApI‘ll 1948, 1:111 oe cc?de.mm" the Congress rfor iailure

to pess this prorram.. Be::ause of 't’ue probn.b:.llty oi' mcreaam«ly hizh
i
prices in 1943, it is n0351b1e thub uhls 1saue u:;.ll reach a vl:zma__\: in the

swamer of 19L8. T‘“.ls xmuld come at c. h:.

hlv propltn.ous time| for the

'
t

President ‘.n" the Dm.ocrat:.c .(Ldm.m.stramon.

L will get them by. v zmst. expect to recen.ve a "ooa deal joi‘ critic i.a.
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[
R AN rover:mental acm.o"l 0’1 hou..,:m kno.,-’.

wbs, [

eiffort next yw.r Jul:; pc.ss hls b:.lll.

1

N

tion of food D?‘lce.,, ‘i{ou..:mrf has a znor

_*ze {meﬂ"e

nusber® than any ot‘xe,. 01 toda.,;'s i teSu msnd;zegl Rent
< o 4 = . i& !

‘c't co*z c:.ous oi‘ tneﬁief;onom.c and’
] I

political power oi‘l “eal e t ve :z_nter sts x.n:.ch unl:.l'c most loboz,e.;,

1 " .
Conirol ict has ue the man-m—-;,he—w

-~

poc}fet... Althe ugh the public

ot .
reaction has bean slo :.n staruL *E» 11:. (is nov stead;,ly ou:.lci:mg up. _

t‘ ,llk

For instance, 'hhere are pers:x vent - s:.

takes the money d:.::ec'bly out of the peoplef

\

1%

young veterans
4% A \i.

aga:mst the cor ;serva‘blve .mnerz.cqn ng;or{ ch .*as been

:dictated:in ‘toto by

l
Another

the real Ystate Lobb)f in h;..; mes °age a.py;:ovinr' the Rent Cmtrol Dill. g B o
} s . .]-;5 ¢ Bk :

Tt has 2lready had e...:f.‘ect in 'the spontaqeous manner it was taken upr by
-~ ' 1

PN L )
different groups. It is thc essenco of f)O.LlulCS 'to wage an attack

czainst a perscnal ‘_deszl the Real I’sta e I,obbx- should be built into
o e I

he Jrametic equivale"lt of the Puollc uts llb}' Lobby of 1935 ;Pure 7 on

it

2l|

the icrits, the ’oemormance oi‘ ul"e. real estate mteresto :m ‘I:he:x.r post-w

' - \ 1 : .

: e o 1 1 s . L
pouging fully aeserve‘ls everj,':bhmg ‘t.hey gct 1n the wvay of retzﬁ:,atn.o. _— Y

- | p }‘n‘ : h : K

There con e no oss*ible compuncta.on about u...:m" such tacti

. l ‘s\.»

“kz
o -

:Lt, the COngress should be

5

against them .

I

i

If there ils any waj of do:m(;

'

de to mve.;t.lgaue tne lobby. But a.‘l; is ha.ra to see how a 11 ubl;x.can—

»! N g 13'“‘%".' . {
conir Ol.l.ed Congress m,ll touch it. T‘ven £ tha pressure of publn.c ODJ.HJ.OII

1
i
{

t.here is an alert c.n\d* ar?;:rcs.a:we
- 'x';' ]I; H
‘ rraneuvers will sm.flc any -’

f
bk
Ex
““
ik

.

jor ha }3 )epartmen't of Justlce. 1nvestir~"t‘on 33}"!:‘6&1
i . R
i
i

forees 'bncm to zo through- 'bhe mota.ons and]‘
. l

| )

bd -

‘ ~“
Jomocratic minority anp .am,ed the cloak-—
: |

.cffeciive expose, , ‘,
.

'

d on uOO ey‘ben.,lvelyl?‘.‘?irs'b of

i
i

possibilities. And it ‘s‘xould not. be rel

i
I .
'3[9 .
11N

{»s«:

ol
s



http:l.ralla.:.ic

rotivoticn was :car‘.l;; ”'3011'1}3.0“1 ,;md since’

investigatica, prcb:;fqu nothing ney i

‘}..‘.;

tret is pot alrcady imo:m.i ‘I‘lﬁc ,mml"u ,tr :mn cannot afford vO lose

R : i:-,. . K
a housing case DC...O“:: . the c‘.mneu_an 1 over, P It cver, tzo use.;ul ;..E}.T;v..f‘lul
PRI ‘
SHEL L
PR R AT ‘ -
alrcady sethered bj ihe Denu.r" e n*c,'s_ »n,nves 20 ou.s.d be ..;a ¢ avail-

-8 " \'.

. .
v

nOsE 'r.'ho can ma.;{e‘prooaaanda. u.?sje m that m...tcmal. R
. ' Ai ,J o

o i,
‘ck on ‘hhe I.obaj 13 'wé,a .x.ve. ”he ot’uer aunr,oacn. mst
T i - i )
be af ”irmativa ‘I‘hc nanlnn.str 910}’1 n.s 1tsa1f mner«.bln on r{ous.t.n . It

is wvulnerable because :x.t ha.s i'allcq over ‘nne saue stunblmg b"-o_clca;q:f

the past- ,211 teen ye..rs .

. ‘,, O . . . t it “ -
”he ;\dmm.strat:.en m.l.,t take an alfmnatwe posrb Lon on
. I z« .

Houcing, V«luable tme has dreaq:; ~oeeﬁ 1ost becau.;e of” th dlfi‘lcm y
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