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Introduction

‘15 the religious history of the United States no sect
has such an extraordinary:hiStory as that of the Mormans or
The Church of Jesus Christ of_the Latter—day Saints.. Their
story has an OLd Testament'ring to it uith revelations from
God, a martyred prpphet,‘a trek through the wilderness, and
- a progised land. . ThlS was not a story that unfolded in the
Holy Land, however, lt took place in. North Americd. . The
revelationsvhappened in NeW‘York the Prophet was-Joseph
Smith, the pllgrlmage went through the mldwestern and west-
ern-Unlted'States,'and the promlsed land was Utah.

The Mormon story may be 1nterest1ng, but their growth
has been phenomenal Mormonlsm has grown from a congre-
gatlon of six into an 1nternatlonal rellglon with 3, 5000,000
members in 1970.2 The growth of The‘Church of Jesus. Christ
of the Latter-day Saints is even more-astounding when we
considen,some'of the things the chufch believes in. The
Mormons believe the obuious myth that:the Indians of North
America somehow descended froh the twelve tribes‘of _Isr-ael.3
They think that man was created in‘God's image andlthat God
has the physical attributes and pasSions_of man.. They say
the Holy-Spirit is a spiritual substance diffused throughout
the universe.4.fThe Mormons believe that Chriétianachumchésd
lost contaect w1th God's will in the second or third century

and only Joseph Smith was able to f1nd God agaln.s Mormonism




is a biblical feligion éﬁé the sainté*take every word in the
Bible literally. The. Mormon rellglon has be seen as the re-
sult of what happens when an 1gnorant people are allowed to
draw their own conclu51on$ from the Blble.6

What made the Mormons'special[was their uniﬁy. It is
the result of an unusual falth that sets 1ts believers apart.
Most Protestant spllnter groups Just relnterpret the hlng
James Bible, but the Mormons claimed to have new revela—
»tions.7_ The spéciéliupity;éf*Morméniém was‘COﬁéaﬁered anti-'
American and led to itsvﬁeing calledﬂﬁhe religion that best
represented what'Americén life was not supposed to be. in
1889 John Wesley Hugh, a Metho@ist migister, staﬁed that any
Mormon was an enemy of thqggovernmént, a traitér to the flag,
and the foe bf ‘American civilization.

The Mormon religion is best remembered for its prophet,
Joseph Smith, -a man who claimed direct revelation from God.9
It is known for the high emotion in its services that lead
men to speak in tongues and claim special visioné;' The re-
ligion is known for its stress on community and its search
for Zion. Mormonism is remembered for the practlce of poly~-
gamy . Lastly, and maybe most importantly, Mormonism is’
known for the persecutioﬁ that its people had to.endure when-

10
ever they moved to a.new area,

Many have though that the persecution was .all caused by
people resenting the religous practices of The Church of

Jesus Christ of the Latter-day Saints. Pélygamy, for examplel|
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- was suppésed t;‘make men cold diététorial, br&gal, and
heartlesé.‘ ‘Mormon women were though to be no better than
slaves. The salnts as a whole were ﬁo better than Cathollcs
to the men of the frontler because both llved thelr rellglon
emotlonal;y.;l The salnts; however, were not Just driven
from place to place because of rellgous practlces. More

often than not polltlcs, ¢COHleCS, and fearxwere involved

in the colonies breaking up. -




. Mérmon.éhuréh'iﬁ,ﬁew‘fork‘

‘Theféarly historyléf’ﬁhe;ﬁéfmonJChuEQh:evolved around
koné figure,.Jose§hﬁémith.*foifbllowigg’the events of his’
life we can get aiﬁoééxall;ﬁhe depéilé COnéérning.Morméﬁ
colbnies:and“tﬁeir pérsecutién iﬁ‘Ohio,:Missouri, and I1li~
nois. Joseph'SﬁitH,‘ﬁhé'prbpheﬁ-of‘tﬁé Mormon religion, has
‘beén 6élled“the most controversial person of nineteenth~cen=
tury America. With the Mormon peoplé.hié status was said to
be that of.a god. He had an overwhelming personality like
so many other gfeat historical figufes. It’ﬁas Said.by one
of his biﬁ%er enemies, General Moses‘ﬁilson: "I carried him
int& my homé in chdins andfin less than two‘bours my wifé
~loved him bettérvthan me."',Jbseph Smith could move peoble!s
eﬁotioné aﬁd manipulate them which is why he was s0 success-
ful as a religqus‘leader‘.l2

Joseph Smith was born iﬁ Sharon,‘Vermont on December 23,
1805 and was named after his father.l His mother’slnamg waé 
‘Lucj; Joseph was born into an insécﬁrevfamily:situation.
By‘the time'helwas five iears old his family had lived in
.threevtOWns in Vermont and one in New;Hampsﬁire. Depféssion
gripped all of Ngw qulaﬁd,'and Joseph Sﬁifh senior wés in-
volved in ali kinds of money making projecté that failed.
_He did‘evepy thing from selling ginseng.to thé Chinese to
farming.%3 'All his farms failed until the time he settled =
Palmyra, New York. Joseﬁh junior~waélten at the time. The

town was in an area near Lake Ontario that was called "the




jbﬁrned<over’dietrict“ because of .all the religeusnrevivals

~the. Blble, but were slow to 301n any establlshed religion.,

-whlch Mack had wrltten at the tlme some of hlS relutlves had

that had taken place there.lag.

The . Smlth famlly seems to have been greatly concerned
with rellglon.“ They had, as all settlers of the area did, a

hope and fear that the mlllennlum was - approachlng. Jbsepﬁs

‘parente accepted the d1v1n1ty of Chrlst and the truths of

Flnally some of the famlly JOlned the Presbyterlan church
and some. 301ned the uethodlst church.léf Lucy Mack Smlth had
a flrm bellef that one of her chlldren was destined for re=
llgous greatness because of the hlstory of her famlly and the
17

rellgous< dreams of her hﬁsband. Lucy’s father Soloman

Mack, had wrltten’a book called A Narnatlve of the Life of

Soloman Mack (containing an account'ofﬁthe'many severe<acci-

dents he met w1th durlngealong series. of years, together w1th
the extraordlnary manner in whlch he was converted to the

Chrlstlan Falth) To thls book were aeded a number of hymns

dled. This text was read to Lucy!s. children every day. Lucy

Smlth never met a preacher she llked untll the tlme her son

18

declared hlmself .a rellgous 1eader.

JJcseph Smlth's youth is a source of areat dlsagreement

t

Abetween Mormon and non»Mormon hlstorlans and a great deal of
patlence is needed to flnd out what he was really llke.‘ Most
descr;ptlons of‘the young\Joseph Smith were made wel} after

he had‘beccme.famous. Therefore they'ere.eitherrcolored by




.he says that he was a youth cauvht up in rellglous turm01l e

~after he:hed beceme famous and interviewed people who had

sworn affidavit. that said Jeseph was deveid of all moral

occupation was treasure hunﬁing.

prejudlce or a great deal of sentlment. 9 Two versions of
Joseph &mlth's early 11fe are the most promlnent. On the

one hand there 1s Joseph Smlth's own- autoblography in. whlch

and hampered by.allack.of educatlon. On the other hand you

have Lhe book Mormonlsm Unvelled written by anremeormon

named Hurlbut. Hurlbut went around Smlth‘s old nelghborhood

known\the'Mormpn erepheﬁ. He got . fifty-one people{to sign a

20

character and that. he had. immoral habits. The book called

511 hhehSmith's‘érshiftless whiskey drinking bunch‘Whose main|
| 2 | |
Joseph Smlth in reallty was neither. a v1c1ous derelict
nor a youthful mystlc who could have been a salnt.__He was a
product of the frontler. Like the.people‘around hlm‘he was
a.VlCt;m'Of poverty and 1gnbrance, but he %as different in
that he had a high native intel;igence;he'great imaginatioh,
énd~arée8ire to meke something of himseif. Joseph was not |
meant to be a shopkeeper or. a farmer, and he hated theu, o
thought of 1t,22 Nelghbors who were frlendly with the&hlthsﬂ

descrlbe Joseph as a Hdckleberry Flnn type flgure who had an

easy fun~lov1ng air about him. Joseph 1oved to draw atten-x;,
tion to hlmself as dld a lot of his nelghbors. The tltle
“blggest-pler-ln Lhe_County" was actively sought, and there

were many. people around who claimed to have the power to
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‘find»ouried treasuree Joseph Smlth was one of these treasure‘
.hunters and also clalmed Lo'boAasle to tell the fuﬁure. He"
did ‘both through the use of a peep stone. HlS talents were :
:ﬁhough‘ to be pOWerful throughout the nelghborhood 23 The
earllest public. record we have concernlng Lhe prophet ‘deals
with ‘his treaSure huntlng1 In March,~1826 when Joseph was
twenty-one, he was trled for dlsorderly conduct in Balnbﬁdge,
'New'York; He was called an 1mposter in the charges brought
against hlm.U’The court record includes Joseph Smith's ad~
m1s510n that ‘he was 1n§olved in treasure huntlnge lhe Judge
»ruled Joseph Smlth guilty of dlsturblng the peaceaz4

Joseph Smlth'Sftran51t10n from fortune teller to. re;‘A

llgous leader began when he Wrote The Book of Mormon in the

‘years 1827 1830. The 275 000 word book was wrltten as 'a
,hlstory of three—anCLent Indlan trlbes that llved 1n North
America. These trlbes of - Indlans ‘were sald to be the de~
scendents of the twelve trlbes-of Israel,‘ The book has pro-
lphets, battles and kings 51m11ar to the Old Testament and lS

25

;wrltten ;n a Klng'James style.- The first prophet mentloncd
is Nephi who sailed to. America with hls_father Lehi after the
destruction of Jerusalem in 600 B,.C. Nephi had two evil tem=—|

pered older. brothers named Lamen and Lemuel who God cursed

with red skln and three good natured younger brothers who had .

whlte.sklna These two races were called the Nephites and
- the Laminites. They built:fprtsvand.had great'epic'battles.

'The bodies of the geople,were'killed{in these wars were




stacked up in mounds and covered with earth. - These mounds

can still be seen today. The biggést battle took place in

New York where-the Nephites were wiped.. out by the Laminites

" and buried in a huge mound. Joseph Smith also wrote the

story of a third tribe_called the Jaredites who came to

America after the dispersion at the Tower of Babel. This wasl||

approximately 2,500 B.C.  They came across the ocean in eight

barges with male and feméle‘éniﬁals. This explained how ani-

mals got to this contlnent ‘and also the more an01ent Indlan

26

civilizations that were unearthed 1n the nlneteenth century. .

i Joseph Smlth's Book of Mormon has been explalnsd in many

ways over the'yearso It‘has been said that Joseph was a
dreamer who, bccause of 1nher1ted epllepsy, was able to have
visions. Also it has been . guessed that Joseph Smith was just
a person overly exc1ted by - ‘the religous revival g01ng on a=
round him and that emotional trances caused him to see.

27 '

thingé. The most complex hypothesis is called the $alding

Theory. This theory stéted,that the Book. of Mormon was no=-
thing more than’a plagiarism of an old manuscript which was
coﬁposed by Soloman Spéuldingt The - text was sémehbw stolen
from a printting house in Plttsburgh by  Sidney ngdon, a later
convert of Joseph Smith. After adding religous pr1nc1ples to
the story of the Indians he was determlned to publlsh the
book., After hearlng of the supernatural powers of Joseph
Smith,.wholived‘three hundred miles away, he visited him se~

cretly. The two men planned a new religion and nine months

' later Rigdon was supposedly converted. ' It is not possible °

t
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for these. theorles to be proven, however. Again it comes

down to what Wormon hlstory says and what- non-%ormon hlstory‘

28 :

Says .

‘Aecerding‘so‘ehe“MOFQQn:a&céunt 0f7how*the'Book bf M&}-
mon came to. be, Josephiéﬁith, troubled by the rellgous tur-
moil within hlm, turned to. the Eplstle of James, lnzthe o
first'chapter,'fifth verse, it states:v Ulf‘any of -you is .
without w1sdom, let him ask 1t from God who gives . generously
and - ungrudglngly to all, and ;t w1ll se given hlm.“ So in
the.sprlng of 18%0 Joseph knelt in prayer,and asked God what
"the true religionewés. God the father and ‘Christ supposedly
appeared to h1m and told him not to 301n any’ rellglon.»Chrlst
‘also stated Lhat all the establlshed churches were uslsg in-
vqorreet_doctrlne snd that ;f Joseph kept.the falth the truth
would be révealed to.him,29~ | | |
| Three years later another heavesly personage appeared to
Joseph Smith. Thls was the angel Moronl.: The~angel 1nfonmed
hi@ that_he.was a prophet and that.he'had'been:ehosen to
_transiate some. golden plateszllocated near'his que."The
gext;day, wheﬁ'Joseph was comihg'baek»frem‘the fields;“Mofoni
.againtappeare&t to himi He showed Joseph where the goldeni

plates were, but would not let him take them untll he had

parified»himselfi' Thls process took four years and each

_year Joseph rev1s1ted the stone box where the plates were anm~0

”

was - 1nstructed by Moronl._? These years were hardly a tlme

of purificatien.' This was when Joseph was doing some of his
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"one of his houses.

most extenSive treasure seeking. Thls 1s also the period in
which Joseph met his wife. In 1827 Joseph “ent to Haromony,
Pennsylvania w1th Joseph Stowel to 1ook for buried treasure

on his property.’ While there the prophet fell in love w1th

i

Emma Hale, a neighbor girl, and:secretly marrled her on Janu-
ary 181i1827’ Emma s father never cared for Joseph because
he thought he was. dishonest This may. have motivated Joseph
to sw1tch from the occult into religion.31
On September 22, 1827 the golden plates'were delivered

into the hands of Joseph Smith to translate.>?

He was able
to render the plates, written in Egyptian, into;English'
through the use of ﬁrim and Thummin. These were'said to be
diamond-like stones set in spectacle type frames, Smith's

family, especially his mother Lucy, believed completellyhin

what he was doing and helped him in any way p0551ble. Shortly'

after he got the plates, Joseph had to move to Harmony, Penn-

sylvania for a while becaiitse of the stir his discovery caused

'His,fatherein—law thought he was farming so he let him use

33

The prophet looklng through Urim and Thummin, dictated
the"book from behind a screen., He dld this first to hlS Wlfe
who could not write very well then to a farmer named Martin
Harris, who financed the whole prOJect Finally he dictated
it to a.school teacher named Oliver Cowdery. 'Cowdery proved
to be an.excellentlsecngtary, and his distinct-style can begF

seen in the Book;ofJMormpn.hAll three people completely be-:
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‘that they saw the angel, heard a voice-from heaven, . and'saw

-Martin Harrls supplled the money to have 1t prlnted, Flve

- of the Book of Mormon was concerned w1th Joseph Smlth gunloﬂs

rhatred of the Cathollcs.'bqually there were 2?}000.words in

.happeneds Joseph Smith's comp051t10n propelled h1m from a

lieved the pr'opheta34

When the book was finishediJoseph
Smith gave some'legitimacy tolit‘by getting a SwornfStatement

from Oliver Cowdery, Martin Harris, and David Whitmer stating

the‘golden plates. Eight(ether men, Chrlstlan Whmmer Jacob
Whitmer, Perer Whltmer, John Whitmer, Hiram Page, Joseph Sont
Smith Sr., Hyram Smlth, and Samuel Smlth, all clalmed to have

handled the pletes. Their statements‘were'printeﬁ in the

firsteﬁook“eflMormon and'nOne ever denied'whet they'had

35

stated. The prophet probably played on the emotlons of the

men to get their statements. Mhen the book was completed,
thousand coples Were‘prlnted 1n~Palmyra by'the sprlng of 1830
at the cost of three thousand dollars.36

. We can only speculate where the Book of ‘Mormon- really

came-from. Some of 1t must have been the product of the 1ma~
gination oﬁ,Joseph Smlth playlng w1th three- thousand years of
hlstory and lccal Indian legends, Part of the book was the

dreamsof Joseph Smlth senior that had been wrltten down Part

the‘book copied from the King James'Bible, Joeeph tcok greét
palns to make sure that hlS wrltlng was chronologlcally cor-
rect and fllled in predlctlons of thlngs that had’ already

37

money dlgger to a rellgous glant.

.
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 On April 6 1830 the Church of Jesus Chrgst‘of the Lét-_s‘
ter-day Salnts began with six members.. Whec it held its -
first conference, in June of ‘1830, there were thlrty converts
present.3s The church Just never seemed to get off the
groucd in New York, Thls.seems to~beibecause of'Joseph Smitﬁs
money digggng'repctation'in the area, his arrests for disoc-

derly‘conduct; and the fact that the Smith's went bankrupt

shontl& after the church gdistarted.39 In any:case, at the

“time of the second church conference, in September of 1830,

there were only 62 members.4o

The church was heckled in New York, but no serloas per-
sééut&on took place. A dam that had been built for Baptlsm
was destroyed by gentiles and mob violence was threatened a=

gainst Joseph Smith.' Thene wéS‘adyerSe publicity in the

‘nearby newspapers, but the maln thlng holdlng the church back

was Joseph Smlth‘s bad name 1n the New ‘York area. ThlS re-
putatlon was what the prcphet had to escape 1f he was ever
gclng to be successful.4?:

These first month's were oot a total loss,. however,
Church structures were set up llke the Aaronlc prlesthood,
the Melchlzedek prlesthood and the - twelve apostles. ‘The
Aaronic priesthood prov1ded for members 1n,the church who
could baptise. ‘The Melchizedek_priesthood took;care of the
aaministrative perﬁ of the'church, while-ﬁhe:twelve'apostles
supep&ised the'ﬁissionafy dctivity and the lower ministries

of the church.o Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowderly.were ol




'on May 15,

;r

'“along w1th John the'Baptlst who ordalned them.

1829.

}Peteﬂ,fJames and John

The church mlnlstrles establlshed at thls

ThlS happened;ff»A
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The Mormon Church in Ohio

‘In October of 1830 Joseph Smith.sent féur of the¥éldefs
of his little church west.£0 try and'COﬁvert the Ip&ians or
Lamiﬁites as he called them. The men were Oliver Cowdéry,b
Parley Pratt, Peter Whitmer, and Zibé Petersdn;43‘ Parley
Pratﬁ, who was a‘former.Ca@pbellite.from Clevelénd, Ohio,
‘guided the parﬁy to Kirtlagd, Ohio. This was a littlé'town
on the shores of Lake Erie.. There they managed to convert a

44

Campbelllte preacher nameé Sidney ngdon. The ‘conversion - |i.

was probably»helped by the fact that Rigdon had recently had
a' quarrel with Campbell and set up his own commuhist society
in Kirtland.i'Sidney'Rigdqn had alway$ believed in the gathewr

ing of Israel and the new Book of Mormon confirmed his be~-

lief. ‘Rigdon;suppoéedlyAfaéted and prayed for days until he’
saw an angel who toldAhimztb Cénverte Once he converted ﬁe
managed to brlng hlS whole céngregatlon into the new religion
in less than two hours.. The people who converted reacted
with tears of joy and fa1nt1ng.43 ' | |
The conver51on of hlrtland wag the mosf 1mportant event’
in early Mormon hlStOFY\ At last Joseph Smlth could preach
to people who were Sympa%hetlc toward his rellglon.' The idea
of a golden Blble ‘and revelatlons caught on with these people
Kirtland was the place where a large body of Mormons could

gather for the first tlme. This. was the place where impor~

tant church leadefsisugh,as Brigham Young, the savior of the -
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“older man and saw in him a great leader who could help to ex-|f

‘'with the young pfophet and decided to overlcok his colored

'religous~khowledge'he had. Shortly after Joseph met ngdon

'past; He was satisfied with the.fact‘that Joseph had been

‘he revealed the Book of ‘Enoch Wthh predlcted a new Jeru- . -

church in laterAyears, came to meef the prophet. . Lastly,
this was the center of xhe early mlsslonary work of the
church and the locatlon of the flrst temple.46 Three weeks
after the salnts came to Oth there were 127 Mormons and by
the next sprlng there were 1, 000.4? »
Shortly after hls conversion Sidﬁéy Rigdon went torﬂew
York to meet thg'prophet, At the timé-Joseph:wés,twenty-five
and‘Rigdon was thirty-seveﬁ;_ Smitﬁ quiqkiy éigned up.the
tend his religién. The prophet was noé*wrong.' Joseph Smith
to&ay is éalledmthe creator of.Mormonism,‘bgt Sidney Rigdon.

is called its‘evangelist.4$~ Rigdon in turn was. impressed

acquitted in his two recent disorderly conduct trials, Rig-"
don decided to encourage the prophet in his religious writ--

ings and in later years hé"éévéiJoseph Smith whatever formal

&

salem. SldneyrngdQn 1mmedla§ely §ayvthls “Jerusalém as
Kiftland, Ohio.49 ‘

In the latferApartAé%:qanﬁéfy,‘iagl Jogeph'Smifh, guided
by Sidney Rigsdﬁ, movéd~tq Riﬁtianﬂf .H;farfived‘there on
Febrdary 7, 1831 jééeph'égnvinééaﬁsi#ty memberé of his New
York congre?atlon to go wlth hlm by telllng them that Chio

was the east end of a promlsed land that stretched to the
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Pacific Ocean. He also took with hi@ his mother and father,
along with_‘fol;r of his brothers who helped him-build ’ehe
Kirtland eelony.~;The core of pﬁe_ﬁirtiagg churCﬁ, however;]{y
wes'the Rigden_eengregafien[aﬁa,theTNew quk’people never aid
‘fit iﬁ foo well. | . | | | |
: r"her'ae were, many dlsturbiné eleﬁents in the Mormon church
'when Joseph Smlth arrlved in. Ohio.- Prayef meetlngs were.
,characterlzed by flts ‘and trances. Converts would roll onv
the ground in ﬁasochlstlc flts end go" out to the woods to -
preach from tree stuﬁps to 1mag1na£y eongregatlons. Some
fpeople would speak in tongues and others would go to the
:flelds and swear that they had copled .down revelatlons. Jo~
seph Smith. told hlS church members "that: all thls must stop |
and thgt‘he_qu,ope}of_the few who could-clalm revelatlon,@'

He‘offered aSjproef of this -his Book of Mormoh,»the Book of

"Enoch egd theAsQofn statements of ﬁitnesses who . hadVSeen his
revelaﬁions; The prophet denounced false splrlts and clalmed
Lhat many v1smcns were caused by the dev1l., The false 1ntel-
lectuallsm of Mormonism,: which graduelly weakened it, at -
flrst gave 1t strength.51 |
- It hay eeem that Joseph‘Smitﬁ sought to'deeﬁ?p§ all_aua¢
thdri?y‘in‘§ﬁe chureh,saye‘his bqn;gifhie is fef.fromyﬁhe
trﬁeh, howeVer.  He firmiy believed in the‘univerealvpriestf‘

.heod of all believers. The appealed. to the common ménlonAthe

frontier who hated priestcraft,‘eépeciall&vRoman_f Joseph‘brw
) \ o e o

déinedvevery maie'convert to the priesthood, thus giving his
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church a wide base of support. All -men of falth had a- feel~,
- . .

_ing of woxth which was. satisfying to ;hemb

Every male had
a titie of,bish§p, priest, deacon,;elaér,.on.teacher} With
the- title came:a'certaiq raﬁk and~respbﬁsibi1ity; The bisho?s-
were in charge of the admlnlstratlon of the church, ordaining
~the lesser ministers, and. celebratlng the sacraments. ?rieéts
could preach, ;teach, and administer commun10n3<fThey-also B
were able to ordain deacons, teachers and other ppiéstsf
Teachefs were;told ﬁo mingléxyith‘the people and see.that
there was unity in the‘éh€p9££  They were allowéd ﬁo preach
at certain timeé. ‘Deécdns wereringcharge of maintaihing
.churches and seelng to the needé of - the _poor. The'elders of
the’ church could ordaln other elders;‘édmlnlster baptism,
conduct confrrmatlon, and'run church- serv1ces. Josephmalso
relnstated the glft of tongues and gave 1t to certaln elders
and also ap901nted certaln 1eaders 1n the church to be faith
healers.f‘3 | . ‘
When Joseph -Smith arfiyedvinﬁﬁirﬁlaﬁd heAﬁéw that the
colony was also in the midst 6f'é greaﬁ deal of financial.
chaos;w The ﬁbwh was Seﬁiup by Sidﬁey.Rigdon accorﬁing.foithe
54 ‘

prihdipleé of commuhismf .'Everythinétwas held in common,
but~therefwééfthefproblém 6f5pecplé3tékihg;6thefkpeoble‘é
ClotheSﬁand~property without 1eé§e.<sJoseph Smith decided.tol
prociaim the "Order of Enoch", a new £Ype of economic‘sﬁfdcn

ture for the colony. The order had five basic principles.

First of\all, production was kept on an individua% basis.
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Secondly, a .certain amount. of prb?érty was givén to éach
famlly to llve o, dependlng on the number of members.-
‘Thlrdly, the church necelved all the proflts made off 1ts
»land. Fourth, when the steward of a piece. of land dled he
gave his propgrty back to the church. Lastly,-lffany man
wanted t04impn9ye“his property he-ha&>to éo to a Bishop for
'permiséion, ‘Jqseph_finst tfied:his order out on his New York
brethren and it wdrked pretty well.ss.

'Jpseph é@ithféént his misSionaries.éll~qyef Néw England
"and crowds poured into Kiréiagd durihg the fallvagd'winter,of
{832.  Some'offthe:peoplp Qho came we;é con#erts.tq the.
'faith sent bylother Mefmons and othe:s Qef? jﬁéﬁ'curiosity
Seekefs who‘wanted t0'See the”prophe?,’ They thought maybe ﬁe
wouldvéerform a miracle or ha%é‘é revelatién. ~For pebple [N
with llttle ex01tement in their llves thls was a great event.
Rellgous_exuberange relgned.sé Plans were laid out for a
town.of-fifﬁeep %o.ﬁwenfy'thoasand.peoplg which,WouldAcontaiﬁ
the firéf Mofmon temple; ﬁhifty-two£3tfeets,~and:225 blocks,
Brlngham Young would use the same plans fourteen yearé later
to lay out Salt Lake’ Clty.57; |

There was- one aot cf persecutlon whlle the Mormons were
inOhloo On the nlght of March 24,»1832 a. drunken mob,
scared that Joseph Smlth was g01ng to take thelr 1and for his
church, smashed 1nto the John Johnson-home in leam, Ohioc.
58

Joseph Smlth was there maklng a translatlon of the Bible.

The mob dragged Smlth from hlS bed,’ beat him, strlpped hlm,
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scratched him, tarred and feathered him. They élsé tried to
force a glass of vile between his teeth. And if Eli Johnson; -
son of John, could have had hi§ way, ﬁhe mob Qould hav? cas-
trated the prophet. Eli thought Smith was having relaﬁions
with his sister. Rigdon,lwho was also liying nearby, was
beaten senseless. Despife all this the prophef lived up to a
prior commitﬁent and preachéd in éhuréh the next aay. This
wés the first and last é¢t~$f violénéé.égéihst ﬁhé Morﬁons in
‘Ohio. After this the Smiﬁhsifeturned fs«the séfety of.Kirt;
Iand.sg“ \ L :

Tﬁe real problem for The Churég of jgsus'thfist of thé~
Lattef-day Saints in Ohio;&és a fiﬁénciél’one. The temple
that was builtxéver—takedithé!MormOA resources; and every-
thing the saints trigd in order to gayﬂoff the building, got

them deeper intg;débf.éo

. The structure was 55 feét wide, . 65
feet long, three stories,hiéh and was built at é cost of
-$70,00d; The Mgr@Ons‘hadAdhl§;h%lf¥£ﬁé‘money raised by theV’
tiﬁé thg impoéing white*stfuc?ure GaS‘coﬁpleted,; Despité the
great celebration 'of March 27, 1833,:which lasted ﬁwo;&ays
and nights, the Mormons wére in deep trouble.él First, a
’meréantile business and a saw mill wefe started ﬁo make monej
Both business ventures failed, cauSed.ﬁnrest among the'Mor-»f
mons, and léd to a $80,000 'debt. Néxt,,land speculation was-
tried. This idea wdrked'fbr-a while, but graduélly led to
62 N |

greater financial problems.

In the late 1830's it looked as if Kirtland was in the
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midst of an economic boom. _Buildings'and businesses were be-
ing started all over town. In reality. the city was éoing
tﬁrough a giant inflationary tgeﬁd. ﬁloﬁg'Lake Erie, from
Buffald to Cleveland, land speculatofs’were ptédicting one
giant city. Kiftland,wﬁhio.was right in the hiddle. Land
sold for twenty tlﬂes its orlglnal value and the populatlon\
of Ohio Jumped 62ﬁ 1n ten years as compared to a national in~
crease of 32%. Llrtland lots wept from fifty dollars to.two
thousand and farmlland juﬁped fromAten.dollafs to one. hundred
fifty dollars an acre., The prophét bléyed auétioneer buying‘
and. selllng church property with blg leldends. He borrowed
money everywhere,'ranglng 1n sums from three hundred flrty to
three thousand dollars. On July 11, 1806‘dlsaster loomed on
the horizon. On that datg Andrew Jackson'stated that all

land purchases must be médé€ln,golq or,silver.63

joseph Smith;décldédfthat ﬁé’ﬁoﬁld start a bank to pay
of £ hfs debt'and:get hérd cééh.; He estlmated his own worth
raﬁf‘zuo 000 because of the land- he had bought,‘ The prophet‘
was sure that hlS bank, w1th land to back it, would destroy
all.other banks.‘ The Ohlo state leglslature denled the bank
a chafﬁer, so joseph made<the enterprlse an anti-bank company.

.The start of the klrtland Antl-Bank Company began a period

of prosperlty that laSued less than a month. At-flrst Joseph
put Sidney Rigson in charge of the bank and later he gave the
re5pon81b111ty to Dr. F. B.. Wllllams who had ‘more business

.experience. Everyone in Kirtland had bills bulging.in their
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pockets, but nothlng was g01ng Lo stem the tide’ that saw 800;
64 ) ‘ )

banks close, ’ . o
' The prophet clalmed Lo have $600, OOO at his dlsposal,
but in reallt§ he had less than hé 000 to back hlS bank. Ih
the vault he had boxes that had fifty cent pleces on the top

and- lead or stone underneath,v The Dansv1lle Republlcan pub=

i
i

llshed its susplclon of fraud agalnst the bank’. 5 A run on-

thelhlrtlandmhank.started., The blllS Lhat had been 1ssued
NS .

!

were worth twelve and one half cents on a dollar, and from
the start the bank had been Operatlng in an 1llegal manner,
Joseph Smith %aced a thousand dollar flne whlle ngdon was'
;charged with maklng 1llegal bllls. Thlrteen sults were
brought agalnst the prophet asklng for damages of &25,000 Lo.
‘@boS,QOO. HlS debt to non-Mormons probably amounted to |
$150"000m Slnce any Morman~who brought sult agalnst the
church was automatlcally excommunlcated, most dld not.66
After the collapse of the bank, Joseph Smlth fled to ‘his
new Mormon colOny in Mlssourl (founded in . 1831) for a two
month visit, He not only went on’ forced vacatlon, but he . .
also sent the leaders of his church out to do m15810nary work }
around‘thls countryg "He also sent. them to England Joseph
'hopedvthey wodld‘fofget the bank-dlsaster,whlle convertlng
gentiles. The prophet flnally returned to hlrtland hoping to
pick up the pieces, but he found his church d1v1ded into de-

sentlng groups, and he hlmself was . arrested seven tlmes for

debt - Each time he was arrested, falthful Mormons balled him
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out,67' When it looked like he was.géing to belaffestédvfor
_the éighth time, he fled ﬁg Egr wést, Mgssouri and never re-
turned again. At Far West;the Mgrmons_welcomed ﬁﬁe prophet
'with open arms. ‘They felt Kirtland'!s coliapse was a sign
from God that sﬁowed‘Joseph.Smith belonged in Missouri.68
Before the dlsaster at hmrtland the prophet‘s character
was also attacked, The ‘rumors of polygamy had already started
Aé early as Aﬁgdst 1835 the church had to deny the doctrine
of polygamy. At this time Joseph was aécuSedjbf%gétting §3‘
Fannie Alger, a seventee year old orphan girl, pregnaht thle
she was llVlng in his house. Ollver Cowdery brought this
charge against the prophet, for whlch he was rewarded with
excommunlcatlon, Sm1th truly needed the fresh start that far
away Missouri pfovided.fmhwshﬁningjmwgé of Joseph ggith had
been<tarnished.in-0hio; Aftér the prophet left Kirtland, it
returned to its original condiﬁion before the géints?-érrivak

a sleepy little village.ég




Mormon Church in Missouri

After;Parie& Pratt andAOliver Cowderly con#erted Sidney
Rigdon's‘congrggation in Kirtland, Ohio they;went~on west to
convertvthe Laminités. They ended nb“in Missouri preaching
to the Indians. The.two missionaries failedvto convert any
Laminitgs, but Parley Préttbdid'pome back to Kirtland in the
spring of 1831 with glowing stories of tne prosperity of
Independence, Missngri._ i1ndependence was=goingvthrongh an
explosion of prosperity because of the'peopie,pouring through
it to go west.'fOliver Cowdéry had remained.in Missouri, cer-
tain that he had found Zion. Joseph Smith hesitated about :
sending settlers'to Independénce,Abecéuse the~mi$sionary work
among the Indians had been a féi;ure. .Nor had ény”nhites in
the area been converted, |

Two things cauSéa Joseﬁﬁ Smi#h‘tn'chénge his mind about
a colony in Missnuri.'dering a churéhénrayer meeting the
prophet,_overcome with emotlon, trled to cure a sick person
and brlng a dead Chlld back to llfe. ﬁe falled at both caus-
ing many people to question thglr famfh in him. After'this
happenen, two men , iemon'C6ple§ énd;Ezra Tnaser, renigged'on
a generous gift of land. ThlS land was to be used to settle
the New York Mormons. Those that had already moved on the
land Wéré ordered off. The prophet had to save face somehow;
Joseph Smlth stated that miracles could not be periormed in
Ohio, but only farther west perhaps in Missouri. He also

said that abundant land would be found for settleré in Mis-
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souri. Immediaﬁely, the head of the Mormon church left for
1ndependence and when ‘he arrived there he declared it to be
the new Jerusalem, Sldney~R1gdon was appalled by the: colony
to be placed in Mlssogrl.f He‘flrmly believed Z;Qp_was in
Kir@land. frOm 1831 to 1837 there were two centers fof The
‘ChufchAof'Jésus Christ of the Latter-day Saipts.l One'was in
OEio, the other in Missouri;?%

}Eight huﬁdged'miles'ofvhgrrible roads.separated the two
- Mormon 6olonies, sqiéppperaﬁion was unfeéasible if not'impos—
sible. Joseph Smith set up a new."United Ordef"'in Jackson
Couhty, Missouri, laid a new ccrnersﬁone for a ﬁemple, and
made plans for Mormon v1llages. When he left to gé back to
Ohio in 1832, thére were three hundred converts. "By 1838

72

'there would be twelve thpusand Mormons in Missouri. It was
requésted by Mo#moﬁ Churéh bfficiaié{that an ofdefly migraﬁoh,
take placé to Jéékson County. This did not happen,‘however.
Landless salnts poured 1nto Missouri and settled wherever

they could w1thout seed, cattle, or money.-vA store, to di-=

vmde up communlty property was. establlshed shortly after

Joseph left. A paper called the Dvenlng and Mornlng Star

was also started to keep the people 'in Ohio 1nformed of the
Missouri colony s progress, Joseph Smlth made- v151ts now and
‘agaln tO Jackson County, but dld not. take up re31dence there

untll after £1rtland collapsed.73

He gradually ap901nted a
nine man board to run th¢ﬂsa1nts'“bu51ness affairs in Jackson

County. The boapd“was‘ieaVb§ Olivgr'Cowdery and Martin Har-

ol
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ris. lﬁhg'peoplé of~thé Mormonjfaithaghgt were in Missouri
élways>were mad gt ther§r6§h¢t}chgusé;he chose to live in
Kirtland rather than Indepeﬁaedcé.74 |

Few things in’hisééry‘ri?al the barbarism shown the Mor—-
moﬁs while they werg iﬁ Missouri. The people‘of Missouri werm
irritated by thé.saigts who settled in their state for severé]
reasons. First of all, the wa§ they settled an area ‘caused
anxiety and jealousy. _The.Mqrmonsfhad come to stay until the
millenium and they bought land and buiit.settlementslat a '
rapid fate. When they settled a place, the bragged that they
would gradually buy out'the'genﬁile land.~VThe_saints'all“u
moved into the’sameqdistrict and the origiﬁél setﬁlefs of an

75

area4found thémsélves a minority verquuibkiy.‘ V»Secondly,
the Mormons had an attitude towafd the inéians and Blacks .
which the Missourians could not.accept; The saints wére;g;v
northérners and abolitionié@g,Athle most Missouri people
weré from Kentucky and Tennessee. The Mormon people preached
?6 the Indian and Négroe hoping'thap some day they would -:

. %@eﬁl‘the Morﬁon"ranks.. In: fact, a féW‘rééeﬁtly freed slaves
did try to move into Latter—&ay Saint settiements near Inde~

76 hirdly, the cliquish

pendence, but it was not allowed.
nature of the Mormons offended the peoéle of -western Missouri.
HThey héd'certéin secret military organizations fbr-pélice ac
tion within the colonies that scared gentiles, Also, wherever

the saints weht,;they voted in a block as their church elders

told them to. Missouri people dié not like Mbrmon'revelaﬁons,
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faith healing, and other religoﬁs oddities, but they were

More scared of the Mormon group mentality and this fear re-
& . . 77

sulted in violence. .

One event. touched off the pérseéution in Jackson County

against the Mormons, In the summer of 1834, W.W. Phelps ..

wrote an article in the Eveniqg and-Morning Star in which he

said: "Let slavery take it course towards its abolishment and

78 This

prudence be our guide in the free slave question.®
small statement angered £he old seétlers and.in a mob council
on July 20, 1833 five hundred people drew up five declara-. -1
-tions. These declarations included the demand that no more

Mormons should be moved into Jackson County. The ﬁob also

wanted the. saints already in Jackson County to move ouﬁ as

soon as possible. When the resolution was completed the mob
immediately went and presented it to the leaders of the Mor-
mon church in Independence. The Mormons pleaded for time to
make a decision on the requests, but got only fifteen minutes.

When no answer to the demands was forthcoming the gentiles

went crazy. They burned the newspaper office and printing

press of the Evening and Morning Star. Then the gentiles de-
stroyed the Mormons' store and got assufances from ﬁhe manager
that he would leave. Theh they tarred and feathered Bishop
Edward Partridge and later they stoned .some Mormons, burned
barns, and.took shots at éhurch leaders.79

The Mormons of Jackson County called out to Kirtland and

the probhet for help, but no help came. The préphet felt that
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hlS going to Jackson County could oﬁly make thlngs worse and

that the ill luck of the salnts there was caused by their own
51n.‘ He appealed to the governor of Mlssourl for ‘assistance.
Gofernor Duncklln assuredJoseph Smlth that legal rccourse |
‘could be sought. wnen the . Latter—day Saints make known their

intentioné of fighting through the courts, the perSecutions
:startad again.SOi . o o ' ’

On the night of Oaﬁober 31, 1833 fiffy Missourians ate
tacked a Mormon‘sattlemént on the Blue River. They destroyed
houses and barns and also beat several‘Mormon men. Then on
November 1, 18¢¢ the gentlles again gatered in IndependenCe
and destroyed Latternday &alnt property. One of them, Richard
McCarthy, was caught and broughtvbefore judge Samuel wabSter
who refused to do a thing.  The Mormons decided that it waa
time to_fight back. On Nové@bef 4 1833 an open battle was
fought near the Blue River'ﬁatween forty—hine Mormons and a
group of‘gentilés. Two gentiles were killedland one Mormon.'
Governor Dunklin was 1nformed that a whole group of Mlssourl
01tlzens had been wiped out by the salnts s0 he called out the
militia. The Mormons were disarmed and forced to leave thelr
homes and land. One thousand two hundred Mormons were driven
into Clay County ana had to seek shelter from the elements.
Some died from exposure.v They were greeted in Clay County
with klndness and pleadea w1th the governor for rellef. A
hearing was held, but nothlng aver came of it. There was no

81

Jjustice in Jackson'County for the Mormons.
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H

.In February .of 1834, farley Pfett and Lyman wfight ar-
rived in Kirfland~and demanded that Joseph Smith do something
about ‘the situation in Missouri. uFinally oﬁ May 5, ;834 Jo-
seph set out wiﬁh two hundred men‘to_trﬁ and‘recéptore the
Mormoh land that had been lost. The littlevarmy was'olagued
by’bad'roads and foul weather. As they épproaphed Indepen-
dence the stafe miiitia formed to meet them. The prophet
knew he would be slaughtered if he chose to flght s0 he . .-
backed down. Most of his men had the cholora and were in no
condition to f;ghtyany way.l Joseph went back to Kirtland
leaving the Mormons in Missouri witﬁ nothing.82 |

Tﬁe Mormons,who fled.to Clay County gradoélly woreée. out
their .welcome. At first they tried to ?uy land on creoit,
but nobody would let. them. ‘Finally,'the“peopie of Clay Coun-
ty asked them to leave. The sain£s f1ed inoo a secﬁion»of
Ray County. ,There, in December of 1836, the Missouri legis~
lature granted them the rlght to organlze Caldwell County and
there they establlshed the 01ty of Far West W1th money sent
to. them from Klrtland, and'w1 th. money they were finally able
to borrow, the Mormons 1n Mlssourl started to bulld agaln.83

Far West was the place where Joseph Smith and Sldey R1g~'
‘don . fled when the hlrtland colony went bankrupt. ‘Despite all
the bad things that had happened to the Mormons in Jackson
County, and in splte of,the fallures of Joseph in Ohio, the
people were over joyed‘to see the prophet. The wholelcity

turned out to meet him and they also welcomed the six hundred
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séints thatfbllgﬁaiJoseﬁhlsﬁiih from Ohio. The prophet was
reviyed by thiS‘frien@ly neceptioﬁ'and he immediately got
started;on'plépsifogjthe town's impyovement.84

Thére:wefe teh'ﬁhodsaﬁd‘Mo;m$Aé iﬁ‘Fér Weét at ﬁhe ti@e
of Joseph Smith's arri#él. Wi£ﬁ§ut?goods and almost without
capital, the city;had experienced a'phenomenal growth. With=
in a year after ;he‘pfdph¢£'s arrival there were ﬁ#énty;thoun
sand pgople in ﬁhe city. A new town was iaid out by the'Mor-
mon leaders and a new templéUWQS‘planhéd. A school was also
started that taught such things as Greek and'Hébréw, aiong
with regular school subjects. At this time the.Dénites, a
secret military force, was started ﬁo protect theiMormons
from their Missouri neighbors and to kéep order wiﬁhin'the
colony. It was a-radical organiiation and its leéder, Lyman
Wright, wanted war with the people of Missouri, A fevised
"United Order" was set up also. All members of the church
deeded their property to it and onertenth'oﬁ_ény money they
made Qas giyen to the Mormon church.85

.Peace in Missouri was shattered again»beéausé of two
separate events. On July 7, 1838 the Mormons gathered in Far
West for the iaying of the ﬁew“temple cornerstone. There was
a great parade w?th infanﬁry leading the wéy and.cglvary
bringing up the rear. The occasion was ﬁopped off with a .
speech by Sidney.Rigdon. In the speech.Rigdon stated that

‘the saints would exterminate any group that tried violence

‘against themf The gentiles who had come to watch in]peace




were greaﬁly alarmed and spnead the‘wofd aroun@fthe area. On
August 6; 1838 election dej ?éé held in Missouri. For the
first timeﬂin_five.years the Mormons decided.te iote'and
thirty of them went to'Gailatim éd eeSt their ballots;. When
they were refused the right to vote,=v1olence broke out and
the Mormons beat the gentlles off w1th clubs.sé.-'

Joseph Smlth 1mmed1ately led a small army to -the cabin
of Adam Black, a Justlce of the peace. ‘He forced him to sign|
a‘peaee egreement. A warrant was 1ssu®d for Joseph's arrest.
The prophet knew that if he gave hlmself up 1n Gallatln he
would be killed, so he demanded Lhat the hearlng be moved '
'closer to Far West. _When it was, he stationed hlS army near-
by. The'ptophet was ffeed by the judge on five hundred dol-
lars bond.‘ This angered the gissoﬁri people even more. Armed
bands of gentiles fired hay stacks, stole propertyAand whipped
Mormons. .TWQ Mormon towns were opeﬁly attacked (Dewitt and
Adam Aﬁmaﬁ); and every county in Miseouri drew up'resolutions
Athreatening the~Saints. Evefyone in Dewitt was gradually
forced to moveée . into Far West,‘and:Joseph Sm@th Called~every»
able bodied mantto Far West. humerous sklrmlshes took place’
on the edUe of ~the city and 1t looked like 01v1l war would
break‘out.s?

On Ocuober 25, 1838 a small battle ﬁook place near
Crooked Rlver,’ 'One Gentile and three Mormons were kllled.

it was reported to Governor Boggs, who had been recently.eeA

lected on an anti-Mormon ticket, that .a whole company of




‘state militia had been wiped out. DBoggs ordered the militia
‘ﬁo dfiveAtheAMonmons out of dMissouri. The miliﬁia first came
to the settlement of Haun's Mill wheré they kllled seventeen
Mormons and wounded flfteen; They next surrouuded Far West.
Joseph Smith knew that heHWas.out numbéred five to one and he
.reluctantly asked for peace.u The terms of the peace sald
that Mormon.leaders would be trled for treason because of
thelr prlvate pollce fOrce,ythat Mormsn property would be
taken to pay debts, that Mormons had to leave the state im=-
medlately, and’ that the Mormons must surrender all arms. Jo-
seph Smith Sldney ngdon, Lyman WPlght, Parley Fratt, and
George Roblnson also gave themselves up as hostagesogg_

The Mormons complléd w1th the peace and were leftAcom-
pletely defenseless.' S&z thousand men v1olently barged into
Far West; when they left, there was nothing.‘ Alr livestock
in ﬁhé city was shot for Spbrt, as wére‘some church elders.,
WOmeu were rapeu and in some cases they were tied ﬁo school
benches and violated by a numbef of men. The prophet, Sidney
Rigdon, and a number of othGFS»wére arrested and held for
trial while the rest of the Mormons fled. Brigham fouhg e~ .
merged as the hero‘éf the hour. He érganized families into
‘an orderly retreat to lllinois. An estimated eight thousand -
people fled across the MlSSlSSlppl 1nto Qulncy where they

89

were greeted w;th compassion. -

Shortly after the Mormons left for Illinois, the Missouﬁ,

press began to publish stories of the Haun‘s Mill massacres
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and of the otheg atrbcity commitﬁed againsf the saints. Hav-
ing the pro?het-and other church leaders prisoﬁer Qas an4em4'
barrasment for the éeOple of Missouri. ~The gentile thirét
for bloéd haa béen queﬁched and'nqw the& were ashamed. In a
jéillfransfer Joseph Smitﬁland his frienas were éllowediﬁo :
escape. An eight hundred dollar fine .and a»drunkgﬁ\jéilor
helped in the‘successful escdpe. The prophet immédiately

90

went to Quincy,;Illinois and téoki¢ontrol of his church.



http:contr.ol

Mormon Church in Illinois

When Joseph Smith arrived inm Illinois he knew that he
must buy iand'as.soon as possible. The prophet had to find
éhelter-for*hiS‘people before winter. He bought land from an
agent named ;saac Galland. Galland sold the Mormons $18z000‘
worth of léﬁd near*CommerceawIllinois, aboutAsixtf miles .. -7
north of Quincy, and he'éoid them $80,000 wofﬁh of land in
Iowa. The land was all,bgught‘in eXchange for the Missouri
1and the Mormons owned. Joseph Smlth found out too late that

91

the land he purchased 1n lowa was a swlndle. The Mormons

arrived poor and heav&ly in debt, but they escaped this by
usmng the Bankruptcy Act of 1844.92

Joseph Smith’ planned a new. Mormon c;ty besxde Commerce
based on the doctrine that the saints must be separate from
thgifmneigﬁbqrs. .Smith pgmed his,new;ciﬁy, Nauvo&, which he

said meant beautiful resting‘place in ancient Hebrew.gd The

town experienbaiprosperity even greater than Fér‘West. Two’
hundred houses were built in thé first Qear. ’Thékcornerstone
of a new tempie was set, and neatly fenced farms fanned. out
from the city. 'Farmers did their work in the fields and then
4came into tﬁe city at night. Withiﬁ ﬁwo‘years there were two
large steam saw mills; a steam flour mill, a tool factory,
and a foundry. Plans were in the works for a chinaware fac—'
tory too. JOSepH‘Smith joined the principles of goodness of
Gda gnd making money, and the Mormons bought it,94

The prophet sent missionaries all over the United States
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and England to brlng people 1nto Nauvoo."He wanted to make
Nauvoo. a polltlcal power, and hlS plan worked. By 1844 Lhere
were twelve thousand people 1n the 01ty, whmch made Nauvoo “
the largest ‘city’ 1n Illln01s, It was even blgger than Chica~
go. Joseph Smlth wanted a cxty blg enough to attract good
Schools, doctors and culture, but not large enough to attract
any cofruption,of viéé.gS The press sympathlsed greatly with
the hormons when they first came to IllanlS, and this led
Joseph Smith to ask Martin Van Buren for help in gaining
'damages from Mlssourl.‘ The prophet wanted 92 000,000. ‘The
pre81dent would not help the Mormon cause, however. He did
not want to,interfere in states' rlghts.96
The Latter-day Saints made it clear to the politicians
of 1111n01s that they would vote in a block in return for
services rendered. It was felt by all that Nauvoo s six . .
thousand votes could sw1ng a whole state electlon. AThe]egisj
lative session of 1840-41 saw both the Whigs and the Demo~- .
crats stumbiing over one anothef<to do favors for the Mormons
A charter, passed for Nauvoo, allowed almost anythlng as long
as it dld not v1olate the constltutlon of the United States.
" The special treatment of the Mormons and their‘unique charter
stirred the rumblings of persgcution. ‘What had happened to
the Mofmoﬂs in Miéso@ri was repeated on a larger scale in
'Iliinois. Relationé between gentiles and Mormons just seemed

to deteriorate after the passape of the city charter997‘

The winning-of the Nauvoo charter was Joseph Smith's
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firstlénd greateét political success.  Smith was: so confident ||
of hié power in politics that hé decideé.to‘run-fo?:president
in 184£, The prophet claimed to have 500,000 votes at his
disposal. Anybody who took'the propheﬁ'éeriously believed
théﬁ he stoéd fof the union of church aﬂé staté?'-ln'reality
Smith_ﬁas just trying to iﬂfluence the real éandidates, but
this did not work.?®

Since Dr, John C. Benneﬁ helped push the city charter
through the legislaturg, Joseph rewarded him with many impore
tant positions in the church. This prd?éd to be a mistake.
A‘yegr after*his‘baptiém,vﬁénnet'waé.made assistént_pfesident
i of théichurch, mayor of the éity,”chancellor of the Univérsity
of Naﬁvoo, and brigadier general of the ﬁauvoo‘legidn.99 If
turned out that aii“Bennet'was interestéd in_was the'éolygamy
‘he suspeéﬁed in Nauvoo. After making deances on‘ﬁo:mcn women|| -
in the'cbldhy, he was told to leave by‘Jéseph Smith. This ex-
commﬁnicatioﬁ caused a great stir_becauéé Bennet wgs such an
importaht‘figure‘in theAMor@oﬁ religion. After this,. rumors
of plural marriages and sexuailorgies_in Kéuvoo wefe aired
throughout the;country in méjpr newspapérs. People were
shocked and dismayed.loo .

YJoééph Smith took fuil‘advantage‘of_his city charter and
organized bis own -army qu‘pfptebtion, There always was a
threaﬁ that the prophet Qé@id‘ﬁg kidnapped and'fetufned ﬁo
Miésou;i forrtriai;.iin'MdyEbf”iéiét.ex~Governor Béggs was

almost killed,in an gsgassinatiqnﬂgﬁtempﬁ{ it was tﬁought
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that one of Joseph's body guards tried to kill him. The

Quincy Whig on May 21 published this statement:
) There are several rumors circulating in regard. to
the horrid affair. One of which throws the crime
on the Mormons, ‘from the fact, we suppose, that
‘Mr. Boggs was governoir . at the time and.in nod’ smakl
degree instrumental in driving them from the state.
Smith too the Mormon Prophet, as we understand
prophesized a year or so ago, his death by violent
means. Hence there is plenty of foundatlon for
.- the rumors., 101
As soon as he-recovered, Boggs asked the Governor of Illinois
to arrest Joseph Smlth and send him to MlSSOUPl.‘ The gover-
nor wanted to comply, but Smith refused to give himself up.
He went into hiding for four months until a new governor .
named Thomas Ford was eleoted,"Ford arrested Joseph, but
tried him in Illinois. Because of states’ rights and the
lack of ev1dence the prophet was Saved. Several. other times
attempts were made by Mlssourl people to grab the prophet,
but always the Nauvoo legion protected hlm. Many people felt
the prophet was above the 1aw.102
The military nature of NauVOO‘also scared honQMormons.
Every able bodied man betwaen the ages  of elghteen and: ‘forty-
five was told to 301n the Nauvoo 1eg10n or be flned There
eventually got- to be 5,000 men in the militia of Kauvoo. It
was divided into cohorts, one of calvary and one of 1nfantry.

163

There were unlforms, equlpment and- mllltary dldClpllne.

The prophet was able to secure three cannmand 250 smali arms
from the state arsenal. Gentile rumors said that there were

thirty cannon and 6,000 smal arms in the Mormon city. .The
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‘people'of Illinoiefeared they wouldAbe_atﬁacked.  The pro?het
Looked like a'eeligous faﬁatic that would go to any lengths
to esfablish his pewer.104:f,

Nauvoo ‘had a self rléhteOus hOllneSS about it that |
helped cause the resentment of nearby towns.~ They did not
like the ploes speaklng c1ty coun01l. Thlnge‘were very sfﬂct
in Nauvoo. Anyone caught swearlng on the street was subgect
to a fine. People suspected that thls law and others was

105 They probably

passed to deep gentlles out of the 01ty.
were rlght, because in the sprlng of 1841 polygamy was intro-
duced in the colony. The prophet flrst 1ntroduced the doc~
trine to & chosen fe# ‘and the twelve apostles. He belleved
polygamy must be. 1ntroduced slowly and’ secretly lest the gen-
tiles react violently. At this time it has been guessed~that
LheAhimself had fortyenine wives. Emma diq»hot approve, b@t
there was nothing she could do. Tﬁe pfophet's plan to‘keep'
polygamf secret failed; aﬁd'when it was exposed,. violence re~
sulted -again., Smith had pfapticed peiygamy as eafl?’ae 1836,
but he had just developed his &octrinal support of it. He
believed that since the prophets of the Old‘Testament'héd
more than one wife, God must eppre§e ef bolygamy. ﬁauvoo was
a city~full of ehurch.widows whose husbands:were out spreadéi1
iﬁg the Mormon gospel. They converted easily to the new
teaching of Joseph Smith.lo6 |

"It took three years, but polygamy was finally exposed in

1844.‘:William Law, Second Councillor of the Church, goﬁ into
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an argument with Joseph Smitﬁ over monéy and pélygamy. The
prophet ended ué excommunicating Law, but the latter stayed

in Nauvoo. Law and Sylvestor Emmons started their own church

and their_oﬁnfpapgr, The Nauvoo Expositer. The first issue
that came‘out’attackéd the-economics, politics, and polygamy
'of the c¢hurch. Tﬁat was the only isSué of the paper ever to
come’out. " Joseph- Smith called his city council together an&
had his own trial for the Bxgositer.4‘Joseph.believed the
paper was a public nuisance and thought it coﬁldv bring vio-
lence 1if another,edi£ion was published, Theérefore the pro-

phet felt The Nauvoo Expositer was not entitled to federal .

guarantéés of freedom of the presé. The marshal of the 01ty
was told to close down the paper. On June 10, 1844 the
Nauvoo Legion destroyed thé-presses of the anti-Mormon pﬁbli—
cation. Law and Emmons fled the city'in fear of‘théir own
safet?. This time the prophet.had gone too fér.107 |
Léw’gnd:Emmons decidéa ﬁo press charges against Joseph
Smith, and as a reéult go%gﬁﬁgﬁyThoméS FordAcalléd for the
prophet's arrest. Joseph croSSed the river into Iowa to fleg
but his brother Hyrum convmnced hlm +to go back and face the
charges.v Both men Were escorted to Carthage by six hundred
mounted Mormon calvary. There they gave themselves up to
authorities and were charged thh treason because they had
interfered wmth the freedom*of the press. The Carthage jail

was an 1mpre551ve Lwo story bulldlng.' ‘The prophet was dlowed||

the run of the whole second floor and visitors were let in




and out at williw flve Mormon§ voluntéered to stay and proQ
tect. the prophet and two guns‘wérc even smugglednnto Sm:x.thlo8
For two days Governor Ford‘énd J0se§h:argued over_freedom of
the'press. Joséph said calliﬁg out the iegion tb destroy the
Expositer was .in the interest of puﬁliC;séfety.ﬂ ford wﬁuld
not agree wiﬁh‘thiS'andrsaid ﬁﬁe prdphét had violétedythe
constitution. The governqrAséid he would go- to ﬁéﬁvoo with
Joseph and talk to the peopié'on June 27, 1844. Wheﬁ he left
however, hezdid;not;takg'the.pQOphet wifh him.‘/He,weﬁt to
Navoé'and convinced the Mormons po'disarm..‘This they did de-
spite‘whét had happened to.them twice‘beforeflog

On theuvéry,hight thaf‘the governor left Carthage, a mob
of meﬁ with their féceé smeared with lamp black forced their
way intoithe'jéil. No reéistance was put up by.Carthage
militia men who gﬁarded #hé jail. Two éhoﬁs weré,fired into
Joseph!s cell; One(struch Hyrum'fuli in.the face killing him
instantly. Joseph fired three shots in£§ the,mob‘ﬁéing the
pistol he had, but this did not stop ﬁﬁem;, The prophet and -
John Taylor, another Mormon;iffied to leap from the window.
Both men were shot as they were trying to eécape. The pro=: -
phet fell to his death beside the jail; Joseph Smith's pro-
phesiesfhad béenfseaied in blood. He had become a martyr.
This body wés»taken to Nauvoo where thé entire populétion met
it and passed by it as it lay iﬁ state.A The bodies of Joseph

and Hyrum were buried secretly in the basement of a Nauvoo

house. It was. thought that even in death the prophet was not
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séfé from pepseéution.'.A §rial was held for the suspected
mutderers; but it was a farée. -&o‘one waSUéVer convicﬁed of
the‘obvidus murders of the three Mor@ons.liolA.

The death OE'Ehewprophet did not4even end the~bersecu=
tion. Brlgham Young, who selzed control of the church at
this tlme, had to face the fact that hlS people must move

westward for thelr own safety,xll,

An uneasy peace lasted

from the time of the. proPhet's death untll the fall of 1845»
All durlng this time antl—Mormon societies still met and let-
ters,were still ertten asklng‘the-govegnor‘to drlyeAthe Mor=
mons from ﬁhevstgte. MOrmons‘ﬁere'acqused during tﬁé'Summér
of 1845 of everything from caﬁtle rﬁstliﬂg to céuqﬁe;feiﬁél"

ing{112 VPeoplé still believed that the saints controlled the

"pqlitiés of Hancock Cbunﬁy;épd the~whole¥3taté_6fAIllinois%;S
TOWQr@é~£éll§'aﬁtl—Mofmons began to burn barné and haystacks;
In September, the Mormon settlement of lea was burned to the
ground., Brldham Young called for all Mormons to gather in
the safety of Nauvoo. The new 1eader began to make plans for,
an orderly exodus to lltaho On February 12, 1846 Brlgham

Young was forced to leave for the west when it was learned
there were plans for his. arrest on harbourlng v1ce and cor-
ruptlon in hauvoo. So desplte the twelve degree weather

Young set out across the frozen MlSSlSSlppl for Utah, leadlng
a. party of two thousand. 114 R |

’a

By the tlmefa year had . passed most of the other salnts.*u_

15

left Nauvoo in’ small well disciplined partles.l . In Utah
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they at last féund the privacy they needed; bﬁt.the persecu-—
tion still wenﬁ on. The men they'elected to Congress were
refused seats, and the Mormans Qefe forced by the government
to give up théir doctfiné_of polygamy.. In 1857 there was
even a brief war}. The Mormons were'acdused by the Eastern
press of'trying'to set up a separaﬁe countfy in Utah..Pres-
ident James Buchanan decidéd to send out a milafary force a-:
gainst the.Supposed.rebels. 'The army ran into little opposi~|
tion, . but also accomplisﬁed very little. All thét-resultéd
was a military occupation of Utah and the appointﬁent of a
territorial gofernor., For the most part Utah'proved to be a
haven of peace for the Mormons andwhat‘ﬁhéy accomplished in -

the state can still be seen today.
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1

Conclusion

Two things ére eépeciﬁliy;impressive about>the early
Mormons as a réligous people. TheyYhad'the will tonofk hard
to maké colonies successful in the mdst'improbable of circum-
stanéeé and they had thé faith to come back from'adversity.
Before the Mormoins moved into Kirtland it was. a sleepy llttle
town, :The Mormons 11v1ng there made Klrtland important. The
spot the Mormons picked to live in Yllinois was a swamp, but
by tﬁe time they were forced to leave itlwas'thg proSperous
city of Naﬁvoo. The saints had four colohiés déstroyed be~
tween 1831 and 1843. Three of them were destroyed violently.
Their leader,vJoéeph'Smith, proved that he had hdman weak~
nesses time and again. ?he Mormons for the méSt paft, how-
ever, ﬂever lost faith in him ogﬁtheir religignr

The gentileS'whé lived around Mormons resehted their
proéperity, Thé‘saints éeemed to hafe a fello&ship and a
comfortable exlstence that the typlcal ploneer could. not a-
chieve. Jealousy was probably the thing that drove people to
commit acts of violenge against the Mormdns more thén anything||
else. Anti—Mormons do not appear to have been motivated by
religous self-righteousness. No church ever bffiéiélly de~
clared war on the Latter-dayASaints. Thé only :thing that
people who disliked Morméns‘ape known to have had in common
was their hatred of the saints.

Wg_cahnot go by‘first.abpeafan§és when we look at the

Mormon persecutions thea.. '‘Religous differences is not the
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 1n thelr colonles. 3That was;thelr 1ronlc down-fall as theyqﬂjﬁ

,treked across our?CQnﬁigent;f>«
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