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: ;Qtroductioh

‘ennessee Wllll ms has aiwdys oeen 1nLerewted 1n t%e
conflict aetwe@n tne eacrea and: tAe profane and Lhe N1?hb oi

s

che’igdana is_a,good Case.ln_ﬁéint,f this cheSJS,w1il‘1dent14

Ay andﬁeiaborate on'wiliiamﬁﬁ théme'bf tne sacred and . the
iy ‘ ' '
profane. . qutz uiav atuentlon wwfi ‘pe palo Lo %exuallcy

versus oufitanism. HaﬁcwcuLar attentjon w117 also neigiven

s

-...

wo tne'fgllowznv eLement° 1n lguang: ,the'way in“whiCh each”

:cﬁaﬁécter may»be;a symﬁo; of éitner'the,sacred szbhﬁ pro-
fahe. Of Spe '; 5ﬁpbrtanc¢'in ﬁﬁeiﬁiaﬁlﬁre”s bh words as
reajlsnlc ”fabéastic”f Uthe Sﬁbok“,iaﬁdv”decency”; ‘Aii
EheQG themes uovome algnlilcanf vhen u%ed 1ﬂ the pLav ~or¥
they mac ot " éacred ano the UTOL&HE, or a’ anangcter';
VvieﬁAoIAthem.% ‘gA L ‘ '"“if . |
‘§hénnén’ig'the @aihrgﬁarégfer&wﬁéjéﬁgéuies‘tﬁé‘strugéié'j
4benWe§n Lne'SpiritAénd tnéAfiesh¢ftﬁp_éacreé éndﬂ£né‘proféné;

rrom tue beginning of t“u'plﬁy;:weqare told that shannon's
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weakness and acwnfell are his interests in women and liquor,
ont he ig unanle to mesh His interests into his moral code
and his rotion of voo.. Un a deeper level, he is unables wo
discover a palance between the spirit sne the flesh. wue to
tnis insuwility (which is partly a result of societesl norms

’

ang values @ee velk for further aetzill) to openly confront

=
]
3
o
S
gl
W

ang mesh his incongruities, he is on tné vergs of
collapse: ”fhe is a yvoung man who has craczed up before apd
is pgoing to crack up agein-~pernaps vcﬁeateﬁ.yj”“ Lt seens
tnat he has slready suiferev, and nov yet recuperated from,

o

2 spiritusl crisis. He iz a "gefrocked"” wmpiscopal priest

™~

Eal

who was lockea cub of his parish Inr heresy and feonication.

rhese few Zgets acout shammon indicate 2 stvrong sense and

the Tlezn, Shannon
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s identiif'ies as profane, or as teo much of the flesh. thi
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is an element in him; the tourists he is .guiding and even

lgent (111.97). bput
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ﬂannsh accuse him of oveing
he 1s more tnan a sinnesr.
On tne sympolice level, sShannon iz like the iguans (which
is a symbol Qf human existence] who 1s caught, tied, snu is
Javer 1o be consumed. e struggles to free himsel? from

N

bondage, outn vhe ¥ind of psyenological and spiritual bondage

which is destroying him.
He is alsc a kina of prophet and, perhaps, even a con-
fused vhrist tiguvre. Hannanh refers to him as such when he

: 4
13

cied in a hammoclk (because of his severly unstasble conoi-

®

tion): "who wouldnt't like o sufirer and atone Tor the sins




_of‘nlmseLi and tdevworlc if 1t could bovoone in a‘haﬁmock
witm ropes 1nsteac of nalls, cn a hill Lhat s so much lov-
iler than uolgotna...v” QLLI 96) Dqt~nis ministry_is ﬁot
Jesus' mor an ordihary,one:' he has a dfiving need to help
others "to see; to see‘~~tne unoepworlds or qll places...to
ieel and be touched" "(ILl, 90) 'ﬁe seems to say, or wants to ||
saviythat the flesh (wnlch is ojten aSSociated Qithvthevun~
derworid) qnd tne spirit are one 1n man. ﬂNeithef flesh 6r‘
spirit can be.denled nor: can they be senarated irom the
other lf4llfp 13 to pe, Iully known and anpreclatea,. ne DQQ
~lieves that the\flesh is.not profane for it is with the Dédy
thag one com@uniéates Qith oﬁﬁérs and‘experieﬁdés embtigns.
Ihis is his prophecv and tnls is the Dolnt of djsnafmony be-
,tween him and tne Daptlst teachers who repreoent an incom-
 01ete and narrow v1ew of what isAsacreo. .They‘accept only
.tho 3p1r1t in man, and clalm ‘that anythlng off the ficsn is.
JLo oe suppressed and we'}ected necause it s profan@ since’
“these women veiuse to acoept thelr ilesh they refusw to
'accept the underworld; but bhannon pav 1ar1y'ralls
agalnqt thmm because he sees too much. of tbe‘“pharlsee” An.
these women*‘tneyurefusedto;éee,~feel or be touched.

1t is MJSS Hannah Jelkes who lS the final arbltew in
tnis. confllct Detween Tie flesn and tne splflt,’:herAinsight
- into the 1niernal WOPVlngS or aLl the chapgcners glve her
1n°1ght 1nuo ch whole of- humanlty, and 80 she is ‘able Lo

arbitrate. bh% haS a ratur : ppreciatibn of the delicate.

Cog




balénce}tﬁétfis ﬁeeded oetween the SDTPIt and tho f;éSn?. the
giff erence between h@rsplf and bhdnnon is -that Hannah:is_éble‘
fto loae and live selfl@ssly 1n her duallty Shapnqﬁ;hcwevéf?'
does npt. Because QLVherﬂown struggle,w1th Heﬁ.sbirit and
1fleéh;’she ié.é%ie‘ﬂd lisﬁéh;.ﬁndefstéﬂd‘ and support bbannon
>1n hlS sbruggle for harmony wlfhln h1m891f bhe is hlS eoual
in all +h1ngs but fallu?e."uhe is on tne same end of the
soa?e Hn tne sacred/pxofane realm 5heg tpoyils a‘uhrist'figmA
Agﬁ “but- a more. successiul oge. B |
‘Mrs. Maanp Faulk {who has been recentlv w1dowed) iz the
th\rd and 1abt maJor oharacter.‘ bhe is a,very practlcal WO~
man who has eqtamllsned a 11festv19 o? her own ~and- goes not
squer from oonfu81on'¢n nne area of tno il@&h énd spwrlt
She 1s”affab3e and “ap401ouslv 1acty (I.7). bhc is .an eman-
olpated bhaﬁnon xbut in her mlddle fortles) beoause she has
no qgalms‘abaui satlszylng her C@SlP@a and- she does not worr;

aboutvuoé; Her appreozaulon and expre 81on oi ‘the. flesh lS

deeper thah bhannon S, especlally in relatlon to the baptls

teachersﬂ ’Thourn she is a ‘stable person, th offers bhanhon»~'

ry 1lut1€ exo@pf a qu1et place to recuperate because she 13
unable to relate ;Q hlm“ or H&nnah on_and ;ntellectual of
-splrltualilevei.‘

- There are. a number of minor characters who affect the
three mein: cha”acters, ‘Wwo Mechap youths worx fov Maxine as
housebovs and . as oas@ul 1over%. ‘the only- tance the“ glv

to the play is the 1guaﬂa they catch aﬂd pWan to pat They
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also add a Dbit of crude humor thch is ﬁ§?€hvmehti§ning.
wﬁeﬁlthe DaptlSu Leachers aLtempt to Teave their 31te. the_“
b@yé.urlnate on thelr 1uggage. bomehow 1t qeems appropriate
that. their 1uggage be ”proi&ncd’ln tbls manner; the leaders.
Af’these teacper is vewy bowstvoua‘ias her name sugcesrsf
vMiss Judith EellowésQ 5he is a domiheering woman Who is in-~
sen31t1ve'to the hldden dliflcultles of bhannon. ‘She merci.-
lessly‘rebukeu and ﬁegrades hlm for. hlS oDv1ous iaults 1n
cheatlng thﬂ touw he gu1ded ‘and 1n his Qexual nfoml culty
.w1ta a young memb@r of the tou ,;.,a MlSS bharlotte uoodall"
Her name suggestsnher character; she ;s a nalve«youngrg1r~
who héé latcﬁeﬁ onito'Shaann énd‘is,an example of his sex;
ual inférésts inQWOmeﬁ. |
1he uerman famaly, tnm Hahpenkopis (trav971ng h@ad)

present aboLher 88peCu 1n this sacred p“ofane Sphere. 1hey
are reallv GUlte obnox1ous bacaus they are ob11v1ous to tne,
emOBlOHal and. psychologlﬂal paln of those arouﬂd them, tney
‘lwnd entertawpment An the d1ff1cultles and the oowniall of
bhannon.' Tb}g 15 an 1ndlcatlon of thPlP pe?verted appv801a—,
tiOH'OL 1Pe ElWth are asiunreaT and nawrow aoAthe teachers 
because thev hsva ca“vmd out a r8311ty all thelr own, ignor-
1ng an;tblug 1orelgn tp themselves. Iﬁ might'belcalled he~f,’
don;sm.'"wbay; ﬁoo ‘are, “ymbOT oz‘the ‘tourist, but more.
importaﬁﬁly‘ tney are a Symbol of tne 1ndusrvlallst ordur}
and the" va’ues tnat serve that system.x nerr Wahrenkonr is at'

tank manufacturew Since the pldv is set in tho summer oOf.




S NN

%experlenclng the bomo%ng and oe~»~"

i

WQLO he takes pipasure Ain

"

’Suructlcﬁ of Lonoon ao'we%T aa bthﬂOP'S aown;a]? (dere

égain;JWilliamswparallelé,ine thltj to wnten31iy 1ts 1m~‘f

;ﬂahrenkopf~3oys}ﬁgegstatlcal1@:

pact.) or examp]e, Herr
Loncon ig burn tne heart of London is on fire!" (II.L5.

| He and HTS famﬂly are the epltometﬁfuselfiéhngség;.whsﬁ éela%e'
to evewvonp anu everythlng as ohgeoto.:ywhetwpéajfobjéctéb'ié
apnromrwate since- thv r@latp only -on. the 1evelfof‘mafériélst
of phvs1cal Seﬁulble oojec .' hey are conrenunao setb19

1or beer, thelr lhll ted rumber:horse thcy take sw1mmtn0 snd

pha demlge of bhannOﬂ iof uneir‘ﬁﬁtertalnwmnt‘

=
4

1hu 188E cha;q ef«iéJ anhan'ﬂ'grandiather r.fjphathaﬁ:
@m;fln or Nonno.“ At Lm@ awe of 973 ho utter {méfe'bfileﬁs,v
Coneréptly) DWLS’OI his‘mpst feoent‘ébem.'.1hese feéita1S.p£Q}“h
qughaﬁbrlei buL Leatlwe commeﬂtarw,on the act*on 01 uhe{ .
p)aé.}lﬁs thc mlav fJnWQheu he 0ompTetesqnd wp01tes hls poem'”
befdféfbls daatb, Bivin Lhwnnlag a»blt o;igqn§$1onf ‘He vxsjl
?;ﬁally.p39V1de° g coptrasb 1o %nannon.;Vboﬁﬁ;a%é;d}essééLin‘

thﬁéilinéh suiné,:<5nagn5nfc is Qnmoje Qg§ i§,Lis épiriﬁ}rf
‘.{'hei ;wuage Jf '.N : no is o#lfﬁ a di gnﬁ’f’led 401’*\ e .v“%iez‘: i&i a -verjf“ . :
old ian'nut baq R nﬁwewtul vowce for nls a"e and alw ys ééeﬁ%f
to oé,suoubing”sémething Qfﬂimporfanéé; -Nonné”is,e poet~and'
bowﬁ““,‘lﬁhefe'is ' gooo Klnﬁ of rrlﬂe and hP bs@-itfggﬁé

tis iﬁmaculately dr@sqed~»a 11nen sult,~wh1ue as hlo thic&;

poetfs ha‘lr’” (1'2!)’ I. . ‘ :“_- . o ; . . ) L i
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(rlﬁev;nhal 1ntroéué£or§ conQ1oeratlbn 1s»tne 1ocablon
'where Iguana taﬁes place.‘ Jllllams stages hlb play, appro—fg
prlabely, on nh@ weSL uoast oi Mex1ce.' The troplcal raln ior—
;est the guncle oove:ed h111ﬁop where the hotel festb, tbe-"'
:exoslc flowers and Dlrus all help to éf@ébe an alr of B fer~‘;
itlle, pa831onate and hot‘uloodpﬁ'%tmOSphere;. thS VlS‘lmpOfmf”
ftanu s¢nce ohsnnon anﬂ Max1ne, but ﬂannah EOO, ar@ quI of |
.p3081on‘and 2, robust ense of sexuallny,: Lhe flowers and
folroo nave Speblal 31¢n11103nce"the mlrds are often heard
\wneﬁ ther@ 1s oome klnd oP hostlle confvontatlon, almosn

a]ways betwean bhannon and another ohavacter, 1he flowerg

are horn Snaped and symbollze nhe male genﬂtals, or at leasﬁ;»Av

a. reierence to sexuallty..Aﬁm
W1111ams sets thlu LPODlQal settlng agalnst anozher.

'moch,are culte dliie“ent Just as the characters wno come

-\ Sy

:Irom chose areas are dlfferent, thlr chaﬂabter lS 1mplﬂed

,ﬁ.

vby the nqwe oP the town {DlOerg nock Iéxas);.barrén,‘ari@gﬁ;

and “sparse. i




’?“'An ﬁnéijsis of fﬁé Play
Aéithe éurféfn riéeé, ouf aféention fécﬁses'on Maxi§e,
who is- 1"ollovec Dy hew Mex1csn houseboy; Pedro.. He is "stuff-
ing nls Sﬁl”t unuer the beli of th ﬁanﬁs ano sweatlng as 1f
'he ‘hau veen workwng hard ‘in Bhe sun' (J.() :Lhe orama is off
to a “profane" start w1th tnl" sugéewted seyual 1ntevbourse.

*

1hlS tone will contlnue and w111 play a swgnlflcaﬂt role

“
<, i

81nce}sex is a taooo 1niuhe realm of tne sacred. %axzne s
greetlng does not 1nterest bhannon} He ‘came here Oply to reqt
nut he~gens 11ttle rest. He hears. tne orn of tne bus (nhe
ous'iéAfuli of hws tourlsts.’ 1e teaChP“S) whvch palnfully
Wemlnds hzm of ‘his oollgatlon To fhemQr Un a deeper level,
their nagglné gnaws atv him pecause he 1s gullty of thelr ac-
cusatlons. He gives us a good aescrlptlon ofAhls.si;uatlongv‘
”Fantasbic,' i can‘t Lose tnls party.i'ﬁlake}wéﬁrs'has 'pufv
me on provation Decause i haﬂ a b?d naffy last month. that
trled to @et mne sackeo....If 1 lose thlS party 1‘11 be sackea
for: sure...lf I 1ose Thls Job »wnat*s:next? where‘s nophing
10w€P than pls ke 1ours” (i;10~37);3 rhis exéa%?t vérifies

nls ever~increasing desper&tioﬁ. -He copes- wwth this anxiety




by creatlng tﬁe'117u81on thaf'he 1s.in control of,himéglf;,éné
his’ relatlons b Lkws es cape, y,iilusioﬁ, inéicatés his""
1nab117ty to accept the truth about hlS de@n seanec emotlonal
problems. ne 071nys to hié;111a814n in bhe attempn TO beCOme'
stable. _ﬂis putposeful use of’“faﬁtastic”; he later aomits, .
is ?qft vathé illusi@ﬁ he is creatlng. Ii‘is éjverbal sigﬁ
or it. He precendo to operate on nne real1stlc level but, in.
reality;.is‘agﬁing on_tne»umrealisﬁ105 “fantasflc ‘level.
.Anofﬁef~éxamplelbf-his m1uslon is the comment he makéS'in
resoonse To ooubts concernwng hlS aolllty to Wead the tour-
nls.sex nal promlscu1ty is also. emﬁh“51zpd "I don't. care

what tney tpinlk, A tour cd@ogcted”byiw..Laﬁrenqe:bhapnon_isV
.iﬁ hié charge, COﬁplétely~;whé?e-toﬁgog when po;go; evgry de-
tail ofvit. Ucnerwwse 1 resxgn” 12) "ﬁe claims-control
when he hasn'% tne ematlonal stamlna to aao . So.:‘

Williams also assignS,Shannon_some'subtle allusionsuiﬁ’
his su@éequenﬁ épeecn. He makes t&p:feferences? whiéh{repf_
reseht“the ”Peélﬁfsifuatioh? o foOd-aﬁd érinkg Namelﬁ, tb
“thérmidor dishes" and a "cold Garta Blanca'. Hese two
uords sbadou his 1nstah111ty.. He,ﬁlike_a_tharmidor,AisAQ mod -~
erage céunter—revélutionary who needs’ to festbre”a sénse or
oraer, and rid himse1f of ﬁenéion;f He needs-toirediécovef a
sense oanormélcy, He, 1ikQWise, hgs,gfamtem”himSelf a<céfta
plarca, ‘at the prense cf.ﬁﬁe teschers .,  He hasrﬁééé‘his,pésiﬁ
tibh t@fgain control, though ﬁhis is:iﬁ uhe process of being

overturneos, for his benet 1t rather than for his tOuPlSto.
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Wiliiaﬁs 15 stu;flng Eb& ;guana‘s Dallot box 'witﬁitheée'load~‘
ed allu31ons. ln 001ng so, he forﬁiﬁ;egfour“séﬁ$@ bf Dhannoﬁf«
near ménta@ Collapse... N '
ﬁeiuses-ahotnér?aliusiéﬁ in fefbréﬁce'té~thé'Gérman fam~
il;'lpon trﬁlr entr nte:;’”Whéﬁﬁin blazes is,this;_.A lJttWO
anwmatpﬂ,_ Q onymouo_moscﬁQ"l(i.ia). The lmport ance of the
7311u%10ﬁ is 1hat bosch 1n'h1* pQ; tangs, Sﬁreosed sin and
ﬂtheﬂfﬁrcéé 9f“ev;l. 'Wlligaﬁé{carrlea tnlsfsame‘theme.in

Iguana, Another factor pdrconsidef,.tncughjpreviously‘men—

tioned, is the parallel action: the uermans tsle part, at .
1easf”as;specﬁat0?s who-profit,'ln mritain's ax d hannpn's,

destruction. |

.L;‘ougho 'uhﬂ plsv; Wllllamq.bulldé'the ihtensiﬁy ofi
ﬁhaﬂhbﬁ*s uns’ abl éondlblén., hWS Jnvolvcs thCQWSWD action
6f'thé5play;. He 1°Vneveruable to,ésQapg og solvé*hlsnrooiems

ntil hearlthe end of uhe p“ay kﬂnd tnen. t is- guest, nable.
_ronstant_harss;mont lromzwc'ine, bhe uévmﬂns, and the ceach—
eré; nd eveﬂ frow v1th1n ﬁimself« force'him'to'Cénfrontvhis
Qnﬂﬂuwuleu, hJ siny3 ﬁis ?oodneu Wis‘not COﬂqlde?ed Lor"

kJ-

xzne are yaloal

~'3a

th Tos t Oart »lhe follow1wg words fr
of her +r9atment “of him: "f?huokllﬁél a, éo'y§a~todkvth;f
{|¥oung chﬁck and ‘the. olfq heﬁs are “unWAan apout. it, .Shannoﬁ?V
(IuTBQ: She';s feferriﬁg to bhar70t+e uuoﬁsll@A Hﬂ'ddmltS.
having héd.infe%coursélwl ﬁ her. - ﬂfﬁer“hi& narratiVe'of

events“abogt her and the tour, he - upeaks of" ho abooy 1The-.

spoo< seems tQ be b%annon 3 00n501ence, or hls betbeﬁ‘%elf.
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He éays’ﬁheAspdok,”ébesniﬁ;atﬁack Befére sﬁndown} hé?s'an 
afjter-.sundowﬁ shaddwn...” (I ’IH) ﬂis‘:c:.onscisng’e_,plégueg
‘him and will attahk bmfore tpb night.is over._ In terms of
this ﬁh8818; the 8“1011 1n hlm struggles with tnéAflgsh in
him; Qll thpse images and. confradlotjons between theisabred
and tne n“opane multwyly)‘ d become more complloateo as tne‘

‘play plogresses,

Lo

in this 1ast nsssagc Shannonisavs’the~”attabk”‘is not.

beforeiéhﬁdbwnﬁ, ihus we havexwhe nght of the I»uapa because
it isAin th; daraﬁeas éf the nlsht that bnannon ﬁoes come .tél
some té}hs'witbﬁhrmself;iuLiL .11 tbe title,means the dark
nlpht of the’ goui; the nlghn of human stwuggﬁe and ehlbtence..A
Ane the exlsteﬁée4 a‘t oub]ed one{ is Snannon 5 and nannah‘s.

Lhe next Slgﬁlfl ant ac on is tne eptrance of Judith
rollomes. Bne aﬂd Maxlne are on- qtage and they preoent qulte
8 §ontraut . Max;@e‘ls more fleshy and Felloweo 1s more of |
'the s@iritA‘atvieéét she clalms to he. 1% is.v “the convar«
.sation betweeh bhapnon and Maxine follOW1ng“F971owe ex1t
whlch ad@s a fullpr aoprecvstlon to bhﬁnno 's situation:

'Shannon:‘Why did you have to..,?

Méxin‘e': CHuh?

bhannon' Come out looking like this! rFor- you it's
funny but for: me it's.... o

Maxine: This‘is how I look. What's wrong with how I
‘ ~look? : i ' .

.Shannon. I told you- tc button your’ shlrt. Are you
SO prouo of your boobs that you won't but-
ton.your shirt up--vo - in the office, and see
,iﬁ”shp a]llng slake 1ours to get me fired.




¥axire: She tetter nob unlesgs she pays for the call,
{

Mgxine's "moobs" are probably offensive to Fellowes but

Maxine, as she savs, doag not inow "what's wrong"”, She is

rellowes lavel and even Shannon's. Shannon is able to relate

torn between the spirit and the {lesh. He can expect liuvtle
help from Max 1no who is more concerned about paying her phone

pill than tending to his inner neaeds.

vrom the Aescripticn presented earlier, we know her appearanc
captivates Shannon. SHhe lesves momen tarily with the fall of
A cocanut and the scream of 2 parrot. this symbolizes the
ever-deevening dlfficul*jég of botn herself and Shannon
Maxine persists in her cuestioning of his interest in wvomen.
she-essks him: "why 2o you want the young ones--or think

at you do...why do you take them...? He swallows but does

not answer] (I1,19)

is pause slmost ‘admits guilt, sul he

Tda

does respond with a truthiul answer *haugh

.t just suggests

:

his difficu}ty: "‘.“eop e need humsn contae Vexine hons ff”

ficulty. Maxine has totally missed the depth of his comment

and she centers on his physical needs, such 28 his worn out
zhoes and socks. She is unsware of Shannon's inner spirit-

Fal

ual self. In fact, he is considering returning to active




g 3

try as an mplsoopal prlest though he was 1ocked out oP

Le o 5

7hls Darlsh fow heresy and foynlcatlon,, ths waverlng 1nterest'
uhe splwlt and th@'“lesh only addo io hlS mental d1ff10u1~

tles.A He 13 not thlnhlng reallstlcally about hlmSQWf dnd

|

about tne 1mp0831b111uy df hls ?eturn to mlnl try because of '

A7'hls 1nstab111by and sexual appetJUe.: but hls 1nterest 1n

i Stl"y does _1ndlca‘re Pl st'ﬁong sense of the Spll"lt Wlthln

iy
¢

_hlmoelf ' Hls de81re and need to eypress hls splvltual na—e

.

[

:ture'ls 1gnored and he 1s;p_essured t defend hlmself un~ C

| 09351ng1y.3 In thls*nPﬂt ps sage he aﬂmlbs thlS fact and

a]so that he 13 Operatlngron two 1PV818, the veaT and the

antastlc.' “It's horrlble how you got to bluff and keep
b1u¢11n ‘even whep hollerlng ’ﬁeip"lfé'dll you re up to"(I 21‘
' Hellowes keeps dlggjno at bhannép 1n her rlghteous Lury,
bhe accuses nlm of cheatlng thoae on hlS uf; HlS oply dew‘
i,fense is’ an appea] fo her beutor Slde and hi clalm to gen—:i'
tlllty and uprlghtness as a mlnlctev*’ Pellowes knows betuer
.and beoomes 1ncrn981ng1y 1m6ult1ng <$”Ue frocked? But stnll
‘itrylnc to pass hlmsve off au'a mlmlster'“‘{I 2?) Shéiis'
4r1ght.3 She. has dlscovered and will dwscover.more of hls':'f
1ncongfu1tle%.‘ bhe kee“s p;cklnc et hlm t111 her reononds;i”
"Mlss Fellomes,udon‘t don t ~don' u.,,do what.g.you re OOﬂng'
'[He lS on the verge of hvsterla, ﬁe makes some 7ncoherent

sounds, gestlculates w¢tn clencned flStS, then otumbles w1ld"

1y acvos ‘the vmrandah and;leanQ-pantxng for Dreaun agﬁlnst

H
a.

posu] UOn't*V Dreak‘--humany,arrléei”Axl,EﬁJ ‘1here 1s no .




et
g

déu;tigf\bié iﬁétabilify,*éﬁd he‘is‘bé@bﬁing‘prdgressiveiy-
Upon Noﬂno and nannah's ennrance, we begln.to sense . that
hanpah “and Maxlne are, at gﬁnﬁalte Uoles; ‘gWe alveady knowAi
Eney are } lt is almost Dltlfu] the;uneduuated‘andvuninterw
es;eo Maxine 1s not W1111ng to Pelate to or even. hclp thls |
intelligent pair.f'nannah's sipuation,’she adml;s to bhenaon
'and'later to Méxine out of' heceésity,ris rather dQSpepate
also, no other hotel in ﬁown wéuld éccept ﬁhém.';whistdesper~
aulon'(tnough Je%S acute thdn bhannon' ) servesﬁté set up a
‘Papport Det@een thcm. ohannon g frequent use ol ”fantastié”j
~soulu 3100 be mentloneu. He says tnls upon seelng their dcsﬁl
ﬁefatlon and thelr attemnts to cover 1n‘up. ihelf 1mmed1ate

neea is a- nlace 1’o Stay.‘ Dut Maﬂlne @onsento onlJ Tor. ore

night’since'they'havé~no money. Dog’this nignt,”whe NlLuD of

the iguana,'oécémes more,intensé as'ﬁanhah:anéﬁ§hannon face:
ﬁheir increasint‘ dirfi cuitles. :iheir~communicétioﬁ pro-
gréséesAénd ¢he aomlts to hlm Bhdt she ha% beeh aroupd the
world:aimpst "as many tlmes as Ehe worla’s been. around the‘
sun, and 1 feel as 1f 1 ‘haa gone the whole way on feot” (1. jﬁ
Max1ne novices thPlP Iamlllarlty and is uUlCV to. %how it as
she mlmlcks ﬂannah‘s thankq to bhannon LOT hlS a881stance.
1Dut he delenos her because she is genulnely a good person-
“Don Tt be bltony. aome‘meople say than you 51ncerely“ Ll j,
Byen with tnis>comment, he reoognlzes~cne diSparltywoetweénk

‘these women. The "bitch" versus the "sincere™. = There is




i

Detween thes twm a weflectlon of the spirit'and the ﬁlesh{_
'} ths act ends with Nonnds wordS'l'

How calmly does the orange-branch '
Opserve the sky pegin to planch;
wlnnout & CTy, without a- prayer

With no expr9351on or oebpaqu...(i LO)

Vlhls 1s a poenm about 1lPe and, tbe Deet‘s TGL1§CE10n'On tne _
human expewlence, it'has a soothlnc eff@ut 4especially cqnﬁ
‘31der1ng the paln and anxlety OF bhannon and ﬁsnhah. |

Nllllams has pﬂovwdeo the undercurrent of tne play, an
aiﬁ of esperatlon Nlth emoclonal and psychoﬁoplcal 1nstab11—
”ityvaﬁd bodily depravati@n which is represenued in Shannon‘s_
promlscu1ty and 11nuor addlctlon and ﬁannah and honno s need -

N

?or a place to stay 1he others prov1de gz} omug securltv and’
anuapo 5 inﬂ splrwt. in ‘the next'act the proolemss
the coniu81on and the complexlbv ot the leading cnaracters,
in crease.'~1n dolng so;'thelr 1nten81tw becomes cleare“ as:
somp o” their Olfflcultleﬂ unfela. |
The second act CpenS,Several hoﬁréflater;:near‘Sunset:(
l"rhe scene‘is 6athed in'a?éeeh golden, slmost cobperv-light,‘;
tie heavy BPOUlCal follage- 1eams w1th wotness Prom a fecent
falm~‘(1*;gﬂ)._ this r enn‘ralnstowm mlght be a 81gn of
Vsoﬁe.reiief butifne'tension of" the play“continuea tQ aeepen.
1he, tension Decomé¢ 1ncrea81ngly ampa ent w1th the Jut~
tamoavtwon of nénnah and Max1ne and the Drwei commentary on

thelr 31tuat10n: (Max1ne s'whol cnnceptratlon shlits aorupt~

1y to him[shannor] . sShe freezes and_blazes'with.itvlike an .
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3éxp6§éd ﬁgwerfliﬁé; For a;momentvbhe 'ﬁéﬁliightﬁ;i8~cbnéén¥ ’
gtrat d on her Lense} fU”louq flgure,' Hannah provwde "a‘visf
u&l:couhterpoinﬁf the clpncheS»her eyes shut Ior‘a moment
.agd ﬁH§n‘th§ylo§§n, it is éﬁ a 1ook of st01cal deSpslr of th,
refuaézéneAhaS,unéucces fully fought For] " (II;JAJ.

'&he uermdn'Q_en*ﬂance contlnue ‘to bulld tﬂlu troubléd'
athoépheref Vlﬂe bottle of(Brltaln 15 be 1ng broadvast as th@y
‘entgrfaeckéo Wiﬁh,saaweed'@hlle«‘ﬁhe heart of mondon 5 on
.firé”';hévucali;f@f‘“beer;;beer beer'" (IT.%,) » whis is typ-
'ﬂicéi‘bf uheLT total occvnatlon with Lhemse“ves.,«Makine“joins
in Lhelr dellgbt but ohannon fﬂnd ne rﬂllef ag Gharlétté
uoodall approache .-Wllllamo deccwlbes her as a. ﬁﬁéenaga
Medea" (Il ub),' He ducks 1nt0 his room and ngqnah dt+emntsv‘
o) éis ract tn@ Giﬂl Yor. Hlo berﬁllt; it ié at tﬂl§ moment
that bh3f70ﬁ 's shouts Por hlm‘”é@afﬁiegmbéfféiﬁ—foreét
01rd~ 1nto a clamorous moment” (llgbéj. ane Dirds sﬂadow_
-Bhe pa in and alezculty or the cnaractef;. .whé onéoming
mirage of aotlon is uotal ohaOS, Lhdrloite 10 pounblng on’
bhaﬂnor ﬂ-ooor anle Ha nah' :efforts_are being 1gnored.
~Hep“_wa3“onmopf reapmeaws,#ignorés’ﬁénﬁéh*s:portraits and
’attempts t@”lisﬁen to a broadcaét‘df Hifler;’ néﬁnah'éfsketbh~'-
es féli out bhaPWOEUe steps on them 15 ;:anCe'Shahpén:cémes,
owt theY 1aumcbailto a‘ne“vaﬁ con voreatlo“ éﬁich“inbludesix
the aL1u91on Lo the war that para]]elu Lhelr own 1qstabW1Wuy
Gnd the ir desper tion. Ghﬂrlotte’p rmcollectloﬂ of~ tho even;é

of Lhelr affalﬁ is ah GX¢mplP of Sh?nnon s. corfuswon conoern~
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ing éﬂbalancexbétweén the épirit‘and<fl¢sh: M remeﬂber “that
aftéf ﬁaking love "to me;’jbu hit me, ua““5 ’you_struck.me-in
fhe,face,’and Jou twistéd'myQQPm fo make r-.kneei'oﬁ tgé
flbbriand pray ﬂlth you for fg‘v@ﬁ Sﬁ (TT VO) . Thé values:
which cause“his,guilﬁ'are,.in part, a'result from hiS;purigp
.ta: upbrlnglnc whl?h ‘he adnlts ‘is one ,Of tne caaseo Tor hls'
prebccupaticn;withjthe'flesh;, RecaWJ th t eJlowes is a syﬁ—
bol.offpuritahfsﬁ. AIﬁ‘iSAObﬁious that she.represeptsfpuri—.
tanism‘because she negategv@he-f}egh.ﬂfbhe>rejects.the.flgéh
‘eépecialiy in rélatiéhship& éuch as‘thé one between shannon
and“charldtﬁe,“‘She'isjinfclerant and ‘rigid in BérAéténce
ané‘ﬁepomesiinsénéiﬁive fd ‘Shannon . and Uﬁérlotte‘s inner eop%
fusion, 'OP whlcﬁ thewr sexual promlscu%ty 18 an‘example;
BecéuSﬁ bellowag is unbendlng 1n hér Judgement a@o harsh iﬁ
“hér,ffeatment of bharﬁor and bhar1ottv;.sﬁe‘becbmés identi;f
fied aé a hynocrlte in her bhrlsolanlty and a 81nncr because
'of hlS. Lhe Gthers are e’evatéd to hero. and hero;ne, des~_
piﬁe tnezr %ncong“u tiGS'and "sin”;'-lhis Dédbmés clear wheﬁ
SKe'uelzes and degraéps bqarlotue and she baVks 1 VWhat's
vour word worthw«nothlng | Vou promlseé you e Stay away ¢r5m :
hlm!Euharlotte*frees her arm, sqbbing~bitterlyg‘ Miss<Fellow‘s
selzes hcr agaln, tlgnter, dnﬁ starts drabglng her ﬁway]....

v

T'm respon81ole for vou™ (II.FT) erolte uhurlotue s de-

D

e, bellowes 1mpases her valnes and wishe upon the 61r1

They exit., o i .:L“ﬁ-
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Once h° is alone np col'apses on thﬂ hammock Qnd felateok
his experlenc Wluh nlS flrst aﬁd oply paflSh. H >Hf er

parishoners helq,thelsaméﬁf s at thWbtlanlfV anﬂ the

s

'fleSH.as dbes Féllowéé.‘ ﬂo rails agalnst such a. 11m1b ad and

‘Judgemental ope conﬂcrnlna uod anc man.v‘Afbe? he had fornj

1uat d WLth one or the bundag school Teachers and shortlv .l,

bef OPP he was 1oo}ed out of thet pari h he

clﬂmbed 1nto the qupﬂt and loeked down aver &ll
‘those smug, disapproving. accusing- faces uplifted,
T had an 1mpulse to shake them--so. I shook:them,
1" had "a prepared serm@n~émeek apologet’c~~j threw:

"]1t ‘away....book here, I said, T shouted, I'm tired

: ‘conducting services. in pra 'S¢ and UO”Shlp ol ‘a

"fsen11e lewnquent~~yeqh that's what.I said, .T.
shouted! - A11 your ‘Western theologles, the.. whole
mvthology ot them are- ‘based on +the concept of Lod
as a2 senile ‘delinquent...,all ‘our theologles do it--
accuse' God- of being .g cruel, Qenlle qellnquent ‘
‘blaming. tne world. and’ bvuta11y punishing all he’

.- created for his own- faults in construotlop..,u o
CAnd out . they slithered, they slithered.out of thelr«
pews. Lo tneir shiny.- black bo?kro ach sedan%...f' .
'shoutéd after them,- go on, go. Yore ‘and close your
house windows, all- vour windows and dOOTo. acalnot_
;the trutn about tod, (IF 55 bé) Co T

He 1s totall& d tls‘led w1*h thw f;;mple:of.bhrlstlaﬁlty;
blnge ‘the estahi ned bhurcb gives hl“ né moael'or bfflbtlﬂﬁi
i71v1ng or value;: he mus t dquGVPP h1 Cown,V But he has” been‘
unab]e to 11ve w1th tho.values he obooues, tnus the xrust~_ 
{ratlor and tormentlnw of hlm e]<v | '
k'W1111amo does not, 1eave tnewdréma‘lr th] abysQ oi
‘§piritUal'anarbﬁy;"Hgﬁnah fulfllls the eﬂpeotaﬂlons oa aﬁ
thlSt flgurm.i Sbe 1s the one whu brlnﬂs hope to the smtu—

atlon.‘ bhe Sens&;§hanron g - daep awa%eness of tme splr

w1tk1v hlmselfpahd sh@ beljaves he w1ll ﬁne osy return to
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hisﬁgégiéh ingﬁléaéaﬁt Vaiiév;:Vi;giﬁia“(hérétiépénothef of
Wiliiégé"Juﬂfapoegtlonsuwhlch acceuﬁfﬁhe two pélar"bopbsites
She assures hlm tbat he w111 “Lead them[hlo paflsbon .Q bhg~ -~
%1d stlll water° becauso vou{bhannon}lnow how badlv tnay
,need the st111 waterﬂ" (II 57) | 4 |
_ | bhannon and Hannah act as prophete because they have‘
.sensed -an. element of God Wthh:lS“fOPelgﬂ to.the others.lrﬁé;;b

u%e of thelr deepcr ;ense.og the SDl?Lt and *1esh among
thom,ftney ofLer thls deeper vwslon, a prophecy whlch }ew
are wllllno to recieve or: acoepu. ‘Lhe dpepez'v1330n was\not
galnen 1n a‘vﬂnuum. Rat%er;fthey aﬂe steeped 1n the eiper1~‘
ences of llxe.;;ﬁt one p01nt, bhannon even calls Hanna%‘a
“fantastlc cooT hus*ler (ll.bb);‘fxet‘she 1s\a‘saint1v!iﬁ~'{.
aoe.to bhannon too. Agalh W11]13ms prmsents polarltles in.
such” a way that they lose thel“,ﬂppOSltlon to one anotmmr |
>9nd bacome 1nbe“m1ng19d Thls m1x1ﬂg oP what is: usua]ly con«.
81dened oppos:ﬁ;eq refjects hls brlnvlng tovether the snlrlt
andftﬁe flesh. | Y |

| “inftho subsequent scenes. tbe Mexlcna bogs>abpear wwt
‘the. 1guana Dney have recently caught and it becomes th
symbol for tnls Struggle wwth the human‘condltbon.; Hannah‘
sfruggies are prlmawll& 11n3n01al and concern: Nonpo as wmll
Xet sne is aole to aqowst bhannon,"even in her oun. desupratlén '
bhe offeps ths 3n81gnt '"I know people torture each’ other |

you know and- tnen if nhey're decent +hey*do want;to help

eanh otner all that they can” (II 76) 1he ﬁeed LOP decency
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'15 the need for compasslon and ldyeriﬁ‘the human situaﬁioﬁ;
She fulfllls thls nepd aQ she aétu bhrlst like in, her ,ohcern
for him. “rhe act closes w1th bhannon 2 declaratlon of God
&whom he sees in the upcomlng-storm. : yeé, I séé hlm, T hear*
hlm, I unow him. And 1f he doesn't know tnat I know him, ’
let hwm strlke me dead w1th a. bo‘t of hlS 71ghtn1ng (II;?ﬁ),
 H1o vision of God is not. restrlcted to the pow@r and magpot
in the storm, but iv is one of Eub Iew ulgnQ or HlS Dresence
which has not been ;alnted by smug and Narrow- mlnded uhrlst‘
1ans, . |

V'Méxinéq iﬁ the-tnifd‘ac£, sugéééﬁé'a'concréﬁe soiutign'
to tne conILlct between thc idesal and the Peal ihe'Spirit
and tne Ilesn;‘ it is a reasonable one’ whlch refleebs a def~
1n1te sense o? 2} nlgher plane oi ex1SLence perhapsAeven God.
Lbut:she.ls qults'agare ofvtne;human'facucr3u21$i$knoﬁ4the
1ciffeféhce betﬁéeﬁ loving someoneﬁéﬁd{jusﬁ'éleeniﬁg with
Asomeégéa—even i‘%now abouﬁ that, We ve ooth reached a p01nt
'whefénﬁé{vé goﬁ to.settle ior somethlng that: works for us in.
our 1ive$-revéﬁ 1f it 1sn4t on the:highest klnd of level"
(Llr. 8?) At thTS 001nt, éhéﬁﬂoﬁbiSistill'uﬁéoiéfté»accépt
her baian@e, or‘any oalancé’ii_oeums; bebwnen the spirit ano
’flegn.' Ma 1ne explalns why he is unable to 1ntegrate the
two,without guilt‘ his puritan uobr;ﬁg1ng1

"iou prantlceo the little bQV'o ;iée, you:amﬁgeé

yourself with yourself... anu once shel your movher]

caughu you at it and whaled your oacV81de with the
back side of a hair brush because she said she had
~to punish you for it pecause it made rod mao as.
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much as it 9id Mama, ‘and. she had to punish you for
it 'so uvod wouldn't punlsh you for it harder than
she would....You sald you lovea uwoa ana Mama and sO
vou quit it to please them, but 1t was your secret
pleasure and you harvored a secret resentment against.
‘Mama and uod for making you -give it up. 4nd so -you
got pack at uvod by preaohwﬂg atheastlual sermons and

- you got back at Mama py starving to lay ‘young girlsy
(111.87) ' :

Thiélepitome:ofiﬁhé'pﬁriﬁaﬂicalimisédnﬁeptién (ﬁéld‘by his
1mothér)‘of ubd as a hard'ano cold judge prnmotes legalism in
uhristi;nity;fathér than a bellgfjln'é UOd ‘who- ‘touches men's
hearts; ‘ - ;" }1 _~-y; .':iﬁ P

-bhannon fllls the Jesus role aﬁ he is tled in the ham-

mock due to his’ ‘neurosis and aLtempBed suchde. ‘he Germans
act as th Romans who perseuute hwm whll ﬂannah prov1des tne
‘nér?ative«for his self«indulgent peTformancé: .“Stop‘it!

Stop bewng ChlldlSuly uruel' l cad'tqéféna fo: g’persoﬁ
‘that 1 respect to tall and behave ilke gyémall;léfuél boy, -
M. bhannon”' III 98) bhannon has. been too bfuiséd.by the -
world and centered on. his own dliilcultles to act the part. ;
nannah challpnges hlm to act w1nhout self Dlty as Je°u° d d.
‘bhe contlnues hls characcer skptch and suggescs a second
'solﬁtlon‘ 'ﬂls pﬂoblem is "rhe oldest one in the worid~~tne 
need to velieve 1n somethlng or in someone*~alm0°t anyorew
almost anytnlng’,.oumetnlﬁg....i‘ve 01scovereo somechlng to
D?L;evg ;n,.,}A‘;lctle understano;ng exchangec meuween tnem
@epplﬂ? a wéntipg t¢ ﬁelp:éacn other through nighbs 1ike
‘t‘z' (ITT.10L ). He believes very étféngly'in Géd‘-and"man*:s'~

worth but he beeémes confuseq because of the'digtorted'input
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bv'neééiplsuchjésthé uérhéﬁé and. the teacnero,.énétb§ hié“
own- lﬁa0111ty or unw1111ngness to analvze bls own Paults.
nannah glves channon anothef key to overcome hlo dlel—_
‘culty.;“uue‘boAher 1n31wht into bhannon' spook or what she
termS»heP oﬁn ﬁbiﬁe devil”, she khowsz"ﬂndurance is>soﬁething
that Spooks and blue déviié resééct. Jéhé tﬁéy'f?ébédt éllj”
‘*he tr Cka thdt an1cky peonle use to oubWast ndfoﬁtwit
tn81“ panlc LlLl.lOb} , IhlS kinﬁ ‘f‘ﬁlsdomuof‘§i815n igfa’
‘result Qf’her Qgperlence.kiﬁh;the sﬁifi§ éﬁd ﬁh§lflesh’ﬁiphé
in?ﬂéfself;’whiéﬁ"éhé has jﬁét‘édmiﬁtéd,A bhé:géeé‘bn'toiinf’
'clﬁdé'Chaétiﬁj;énd.ﬁhé»iddking out of éneSeil as pOSSib?]l~'

-

ties- for self rnezapy, tnﬁ therapy whsjn he1bo one to- epdure“
fln dliflCU't flmes., uhe Summarlzps the ent ire mesnlnﬂ o;‘
the play 1ﬁ a: ve;y powﬂriul tatemenf "NPTﬂlﬁﬂ huwan cws—“‘
gustswme unless-it‘s uﬂkind violent” (Ili '?5—146)- 35h87
has Pelteratpohtnevunﬁuy and 1nn9tp goodneso of the Tiesh ;<
and’ tne Sp1P7t 81nce they. e ooth human ulementa.;i |
f:bh ‘ ontlnues to E ell bhannon what W@al Joy caﬁ bm and
it prb?;desfldq thewappreyiatian«of humankind:f:NWQ all wind‘
.uo,with somethihﬁ,éf éitb’édmeone. and if itts somaone 1ﬂ~‘
-steaa of Jth somethlng,'we re ]ucky, perHQpS.Q.upuoualWy

Wucxy“ {l1,.» T)a bnﬁtrary to vhat tne mazer#al Sth

‘bormans,anb even tb« teachers te a, 001ht, hoEd, Deople K

, '
Y

aPewmore important tnah_tnihgs"or the‘lawp
;he dia 1omue oetween those of Eh@ Vavlous "sehools" of

‘the4f1831 snd Tne sp rit is' 10w Complete-7”mhe~p1§y-ié S
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Footnotes

' For a more completeé assessment of wWilliams interest in
the sacred qnd the profane seé'Paroldelurman,“”T eatre', -
Iheé Nation, January 1962, p. 86; Lom vriver,. "Drama: Self-
1ranscenolng Realism" *The Lhrlstlan Century, tebruary 1962,
P 1693 Signi . Lene FQ$M, lennessee Wllilams (New ‘Haven,
‘Gonn.: :Cnllege and University Pres ss, 19619, Jim Gaines,
- UA- Talk sbout Llfe arid Style with' Tenne@see Wllllams" '
Sgturday Hevuew April 29. 4972, :p: 25; John Mcusrter, ”The
‘theatre: uonGWy, Loouqcxous..and voomed', whe New Yorker,
January 1962, p. 61; ;. lennesseer Williams, Memoirs. (Garden
Gity, New. York: UOHbl@day and Lo‘, inc., 197)), PP bL 85.

ﬂg.'ihe pollowlng text 1S cited tnroughout thlq Daper.
_rennessgee Williams, The Night of the Igua1a (. b At Two
River ﬁnterorwses, Ipc., 1967 )7 p. B.° '
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