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INTRODUGTT ON

The perlod of hi#tory between the Adminlstrations of John
Quincy Adams and William Henry Harrison has been viewed many
times by tﬁe scrupulous microscope.- of the historical researche
The ending of the Era of Good Feelings, the rise of Andrew Jack-
|son, the question of state's rights in regards to the nullifica-
tion, and the rechartering of the National Bank are some of more
explored issues of this historical period. Although at times
only briefly mentioﬁed, the development that the politlical party
structure experienced during this time 1s also important for
lconsideration. The birth of the~nationalAconvention for nomi= -
lnating a party's presidential choice, the entrance and influence
bf the first third party in American Political History, the
Antl-Masons, and the methods of campaigning are some of the more
outstanding developments that contributed to the modern political
character of the election of the pz:'esiden“t;.l

The origin of the first National Nomi@ating Convention has




brought much discussion but.the actuai movement behind the
action has all but been passed over by many of our present day
historians. The féetnthat the Anti-Masons Party held the first
assembly, later to be known as a nomihating convention, has al=
ways been mentioned along with the fact that 1t was the first
third party to enter national politiecs. But this is generally-
all that is mentioned concerning the party, denying any mention
of the importance that this party was considered to possess
dﬁring the election of 1832,

The leaders of this young movement had decided upon a -
course of action which would force the National Republicans in-
to backing their candidate for president. The name of Henry
Clay was very apprealing to the Anti-Masons at firé%, but his
unwillingness to cooperate with that party as exemplified by a
lletter written to a group in Indiana proved to be a grave poli=-
tical faux pas. This one letter completely alienated both the
Anti-Masons and also the Masons who had previously supported . -
him, This letter written in response to a group of Anﬁi—Masons
in Indiana can be seen to have been a major reasen why the -
states of New York and Pennsylvania went for Jackson in the e-
lection of 1832, The effects of this particular letter is only
really fully appreciated by a knowledge of the'rise ahd spread

of thls particular party, the Anti-Mason.Party.




CHAPTER I

' THE ANTI-MASON PARTY
AND THE ELECTION OF 1832

The Rise and Spread of the American
Anti-Masonic Party

The tracing of the actual beginnings of any political
party is extremely difficult for the reason that various factors
can be seen contributing but yet not actually being the initial
spark, In exploring the origins and spréad'of Anti-Masonry, the
| movement must be seen as being actually two movements, politicall
and non-political or social. The first of the two movements,
social or non-political Anti=Masonry, is more of a human reac-
tion and in this way it can be traced to a single.point in
history, that being the abduction of a disgruhted Mason., Anti-
Masonry as a political movement, on the.other hand, does not
arise entirely from the abduction of one man, but rather from
wﬁat pﬁlitical opportunists, such as Thurlow Weed of New Yorklt
aﬁd Théddeus Stevens of Pennsylvania,2 could manipulate into
political advantage. In considering evethhe'originfof-socialz'
Anti-Masonry, the abduction of William Morgan is merely a point

in time that gave the movement a beginning and should be treated




as nothing more.

William Morgan, a wandering printer by trade, had eventu-
ally settled in Batavia, a small town in western New York. This
small town was the piace of origin for not only this man's fate
but the fatée of the good name.of many thousands_of well intenw
tioned Masons. Morgan, dissatisfied with the Masonic Order of
wnich he was a member of low rank and with an eye toward pecun=-
iary benefits, being unsuccessful in buslness, resolved to pub=-
lish a pamphlet exposing the secrets of that sect. When his in-
‘tentions became known to the Masons of that area, he was sube
Jected to different forms of pressures encouraging him not to
publish his work. These encouragements f£inally culﬁinated in
his abduction on September 11,1826, and removal to Canada. The
subsequent trials of his alledged abductors resulted in a great
lamount of interest being shown in the case and.the Masonic in-
stitution itself.? ‘

Before discussing the subsequent investigations into the
mysterlous dissappearance of Morgan, a short background of the
polities of the State of New York is needed. This?background is
needed in order to undérstand’ fully the following events which
proceeded to establish Anti-Masonry as a political»party and the
first third party in the history of the politicallparties in the
United Statés.'In the year 1826, the state saw within its
borders two distinct social and economic patterné devéloping; a
type of individual liberalism and a corresﬁonding reaofionary

conservatism. The strict conservative pattern was composed of




induétrialists,‘merohants, prospefous farmers and all those
from the various economic levels who believed in tradition and
stability. The other pattern was largely composed of the agra-
rian class which was complemented by a strong liberal factor
of common laborers, urban mechanics and others Who would wel-

come soclal reform and general change within the status quo .4

The latter was the group that was especially wooed by the lead-
ers of the Anti-Mason Party. The Anti-Mason Party, although
rising from strict conservative Qlements, appealed to many lib-
efal égrarians because of its platform of trying to rid the
country of the subversion of the Masonic institution, more
imaginary than real. This fact of attraction seemed to interesﬁ
many disenchanted Adams' men. It was only natural that the dif=-
ferences between these two groups, the one composed of indus-
| trialist and merchants.the othexr that of the farmers and the
urbanites, would be transfered over into politics. The agrariang
and the urbanites aligned themselves with the present state ad-
ministration, the Jacksonian Democrats; and the industrialists,
who are discussed later, were sympathetic, but not fully in
accord with the Adems' party, the National Republicans,5

De Witt Clinton, governor of the state from 1826 to 1828,
was a high official in the Masonic Order in 1826 and a recent
member  of the Jackson campo6These facts concerning Governor
Clinton would prove to be a decisive factor to many people of
the state in declding which party to vote for in the upcoming

elections.




The Jackson party at this timé, both on the national and
state levels, was rising in popularity. Jackson's support can
be attributed to a number of factors one of which béing,directl#
traced to Pfesident Adams and his Administration. Adams'® hesi~-
tancy to distribute political spolls and the ever present .charge
of corrﬁpt bargaihing which resulted from the éppointmént of
Henry Clay as Seéretary of State following the disputed P?%Si“
dential election of 1826, all led~tovpubiic disapproval of the
ocoupént of the White House and his party, When Adams' term of
office was half over in 1826,Vthere were unmiétakable. sigﬁs}of
disintegration of his party in New York State, a fact that Pro=
duced a deep concefn'among‘the party's conservative-members,
such as Weed; for the future.?l 4

As the knowledge of ﬁorgan's abdﬁction_papidly spread, so
1did public reaction to the act. It was generally thought‘that
Morgan was abducted and then taken to the Canadian border where
he was supposedlydrowna The citizens of- Batavia and the other
towns in the area.of the supposed route of~Morgan‘s captors.
held publid’mée%ings to determine the truth of the matter. These
meetings in turn‘appointed'coﬁmittees to_investigate the circum~
stances that attended Morgan's'disappearénce.8 As the different
‘investigationé proceeded, it became apparent that many of the
pertinent facts of fhe case ﬁere being quickly hidden and sub=
sequently over 1ooked.ASuspected persons simply diSaﬁpeared,
witnésses wefe seemingly spirited éway and others brought before

lgrand juries refused to testify on the ground that their testi=-




mony might incriminate them,? During these investigations, it
was also learned that'all those implicated in the transgression
were Méséns. It was also learned that the sheriffs, Jjudges, and
juries“who were responsible for the due process of law who had
often times balked in their duties and responsibilities were
also Masons., As a fesult 6f these.proceedings, rumors began to
circulate rapidly and gain wide support that the "...masonic.
institution was in fact responsible for this daring crime,"10
These rumoré plus others concerning the fact that the leglsla=.
ture, if asked, would do nothing of practical use, since it was
under the control of a Mason governor, quickly led conservatlves
and liberals alike of western New York and othér parts of the
state to tﬁevbelief that Masonry was incompatible with citizen-
ship and Christian character and should be subsequently abol=-.
ished.ll | |

| With this belief, the citizenry of western New York began
in 1827 to divide inﬁo,oppogipg_groups and to take sides on the
issue of tolerance or intolerance of Masonry. The issue was not
é‘political queStion as such in the beginning.and fhis should be
carefully noted. Anti-masonry wavaased.étgthis“3uhcture'upon"n

the belief that Masonry was essentially anti~democratic in its

;ature and conception. The novelty of'the_abduction of William
forgan and the attempt by the Masons to shrdud the whole affair
n secrecy led to numerous rumors which maintained public inter-
st at a high pitch of excltement for a considerable length of

ime 12
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The fufor created by the heated .debates that were found in
the local newspapers throughout the state and elsewhere, the
charges énd gountercharges that occurred between the two groups;
the Anti-Masons and the group that sympathized with the Masons?
plus the political conditions of the times all cbntributed to
the first political beginnings of.Anti-Masonry. A large group
of citizens throughout the western counties of the state, with-
out any regard to previous party alignments, united in the com-
mon belief that Masonry was against the very structure of soci=:
ety by placing itself above the law., As a result of this growing
feeling, many at their town meetings in the spring of 1827 S
passed resolutions stating that they as. a group would withhold
their support, by means of the ballot, of any member of that
institution seeking public office. With these resolutions, pol-
litical Anti-Masonry had 1ts commencement,Ll3

These actioné'oan be considered the actual beginnings of
the political movement which resulted in eventually the forming
of the Anti-Mason Party. Those considered at this time as being
the leaders of the movement were against the prospect of carry-
ing Anti-Masonry onto the stage of natioﬁal politics. Also at
this time the same persons were not on favor of forming a sep-
larate politiqal entity bﬁt rathered preferred to work within the
existing poiitical structuré of the two parties to exclude Mason
members from receiviné thé nominations of those two groups.l4

The spread of the conflict between the Masons and the non-

Masons prompted a resolution on the floor of the New York State
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Leglslature ih,1827. The resolution petitioned.for an official
investigation and the imposition of state justice, as the local
courts were found inédequate in this particular case, From the
resulﬁiﬁg”debatés, anti~Masonic feeling can be clearly seen toi
have spread not only locally but on to thé s%até level as well.
With these debateé i1t was found to be thaﬁ anti-Masonry was
treated as having definite political significance.15

The resolution was defeated by a margin of nearly 5 to 1
‘which seemed to indicate to many pesple of the west that the
rTUmOrs were possibl& true that the legislature was in fact con-
itrolledfbyfﬁasans:df#bath;pariies.ﬁ&Alqngﬁwith;thisﬁﬁefeaﬁgan&i
other Similar actions taken by the legislature later in the
year of 1828, the Anti-Masons in reactlonary measures extended
their proscriptions from that of local officials ﬁo the repre~
|sentatives tb the state legislature. From town’meetings to
county wide conventions, resolutions were pagsed advgéating the
support of purely Anti-Masonic candidates for the state legls=
lature at the next election.+® _

With the first state wide convention as held in LeRoy, New
iork in March of 1828, together with the fact that the expressed
purpose of that meeting was to evoke public interest against the
princip;es of Freemasonry, the Anti~Masonic movement began to
take on the appearances of a separate political entity. The
"LeRoy Convention" passed a resolution recommending another con-
vention tb be held in August of the same year in order to better

effect the cause of the movement by means of pressure from the
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ballot box. The overthrow of the institution, at this point of 
the history of the Anti-Mason Party, was the principle object
to be adcomplished and the abduction of Willlam Morgan was ounly
referred as one of many examples of the fearful and secret ’
power of that order.il? | | ’

The convention in August, cailed by the LeRoy Gonventiqn,
was held at Utica with the unexpressed purpose of nominating
candidates for Governor and Vice-Governore. When this step was
taken by that %ssembly it came as no great surprise to the
state. With this direct assertion of political effort, plus the
results of the movement in the weétern portions of the state in
the elections éf 1827, the political might of the movement was
beginning fo‘bg felt by membefs of 5oth existingiparties.
Therefore with the national elections approaching, both the Dem~
| ocrats and theéNational Republicans were interested in gaining
of the Anti-Masons. The Adams' party decreasing in popularity,
saw in this minority the strength that it felt was needed to win
the state's electors., The Adams® party was encouraged by the
fact that the majority of the movement were cfiginally of thelir
party and, secondly, it was widely'knowﬁ that Jackson was a Ma=
son and Adams was not.l® President Adams himself was known to be
very mﬁch in opposition to the growth of secret societies, The
President was asked directly By a group of Anti-Masons in March
of 1828 his poéition as regards to Masonry. Adams' reaction,

Jwhich was later wldely circulated, was very much what the Anti-

Masons were looking for in a presidential candidate:"...I state
i
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that I am not, never was and never shall be a free mason,"L? Thd
Mason members of Adams“ party already embittered by the pro=
scriptioﬁs placed upon their order immediately becéme strong
Jaéksdnian Democrats 2% |
As the forces for the national election were being drawn
up in oppositlﬁn to one another, the leaders of both parties
tried to present a broad united front to theilr opposition, even
though their forces were often times of varied political beliefq
end backgrounds. Leaders of the Jackson party within the state,
'after giving up hope for the Anti-Masons Jjoining their cause,
held up the "coalition" between the Anti-Masons and the National
Republicans as being representatlve of the politics of the Nae-
{tlonal Republicans for trying to force a purely local issue as
~a'Presidential»question.zl
| The anti-Jackson forces, on the other hand;.were’being
brought into line by the leaders of Adams’ National Republicans
in New York who looked upon their party as something that had
outlived 1ts usefulness but saw in the Anti~Masonic movement a
means of posslible rebirth for them. The leaders of‘the Antli-
Masons, such as Weed, looked upon their movement by this time of
1828, as being not so much a moral crusade but rather a vehicle
for thé reallzation of certain objectives.22
" On the state level, the Anti-Masons did not find the pros-

pects of a coalition appealing, as 1t was on the national ticket.

Thus it is found on the state: tickéet that the National Republicar

#arty 1s represented by candldates that differ from those offered
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by the Anti-Masons. The election results lend themselves to
speculation for it would seem that 1f the twd parties had
Joined, fhe state would have gone National Republican rather
than Democratic, The national resulté showed notvonly the rise:.
of Jackéon’s popularity but also the lack of the extent of the
Anti~MaSon 1ssue .23

‘The election of 1828 proved to be the advent of political
Anti-Masonry as a separate entity but only so far as the state
level. On the nation ticket even though 1t was linked with the
Adams' party, the Anti-Masons aftef the electlion separated them~
selves and tried‘to stand independent of,.and in fact opposed
t0, both parties.24 The election infused new life into the
movement politically but as yet it was lacking the political
machinery of an~orgqniéation such as was needed to stand alone
'against the other two older parties.25 | -
Anti-Masonry spread as a soclal movemént quickly into thg
five adjacent s;étes, which included Pennsylvania,'mew dJersey,
Verﬁont, Massachusetts, and into Connecticut as well as Rhode
Island and far away Michigan, where conservative New England
stock had migrated.26 But why was thefe ready acceptance of a
proscr;piive movement? One reason that is gilven 1s that temper=~
puce was associated wifh Anti~Masonry for 1t was widely known
that Masons uéed wine in ﬁheir services and this was veryfmuch
contrary to the beliefs of many of the puritanical~stock that

made ub much of New England. Other reasons that oould‘be given

- Fould be of strict;y sectional appeal that Anti~Masonry had in
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a particular area. For example, Anti-mascnry spread largely out.
of fear of the strength of the order in New York State. In
Pennsylvénia,'the movement grew among Scptch Presbyterians and
numerous German pietistic sects that feared and hated oath-
bound groups. In Massachusetts, it was popular because it.was
an outlet fof the prejudice of rural orthodoxy against the ar=
istocracy of Boston and the other cities of the state.27 |
As Anti-ﬂésonry spread, both political and social reéc-7:¢~‘
tions toward Masonry were naturally proportionally increased
also., Masonry was condemned from the pulpit by many of the
leading Qhurches of the New England area. Ministers of the Pres-
byterian, Methodist and Baptist Churches took considerable palns
in pointing out the faults of the order. The Catholic Church
Qhad years before condemned anyone joining the order and with
|this added political activity took the opportunif& to reaffirm
its position..The movement from its wvery outset degeneréted into
a conflict between two forces, the Masonic lodge and the Anti-
Masons, that were bitterly contested on'all grounds, socially,
religiously, economically, and finally politically. Many thou=-
sands of innocent Masons who intended to‘remain neutral were
drawn into the bitter charges and counter-charges of the con-
flict. They were all‘considered equally . guilty of numerous and
imaginary crimes supﬁosedly éommitted against God.and cogntry.
Even people who were at one time known to be lodge goers, but
had long since given up going to the meetings were, neverthelessj

denounced as murderers. The principle that gave the "right" to
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maﬁy people to denonce at will was the idiom," once a Mason
always a Mason.”?B

Ehé imﬁédiate reaction of most Masons was to answer
charge for charge with counter-charge and ﬁith measured
"warmthis and hostility..Quite naturally there were reportéd
incidents of violence betwéen the’two groups, Masons and the
active non=-Masons, but nothing of great significance. On the
whole, the average, educated Mason calmly awalted the passing
of the storm.29 Edward Livingston, Secretary of State during
Jackson's first tenure in office, was installed as the Gen-
eral High Priest of the order in May 1830, Mr. Livingston's
remarks in accepting the exulted position was very typlcal of
the feeling of most educated Masons regarding the Anti-Mason
movement and how to handle the sting of the abuse:

Calumnities sﬁ absurd as uttered agéinst ué,

are best met by dignified silence. An intel-

ligent and enlightened community will not be

deceived by them,’0

Just as Edward Livingston had predicted, an enlightened
community would Jjudge the merlits or nbnnmerits of the movement.
There appeared throughout the editorial~péges of many news=-
papers during the period of the movements growth and spread
bltter denunclations of the movemeﬁt when it entered the polit-
lcal arena: ‘

Why'minére masonry with political questions?

Why connect it with elections? Why make it the

standard of political falth=-the object of a

furious perscription and an exorable proscrip-

tion? Why not leave it, like every other gues=-
tion of morals, or of religion, to the high
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tribunal of public opinion?3l




CHAPTER II

THE ANTI=-MASON PARTY
AND THE ELECTION OF 1832°

The Anti-Masonic
National Nominating Convention

As the Anti-Mason movement gained headway through.polita
ical maneuvers, 6pposition to Masonry on the grounds of its
social or ﬁon-pélitical aspect decreased within the movement
of AntiéMasonry. From the outset of the party's organization
| the Anti-Masons saw in the ballot, an effective'tool to fight
| the spread of the feared social disease, Freemasonry. The ac=
tual movement_began in 1826, became an independent political
entlty on the state level in the 1828 election, and in 1830
made its eantrance onto the national scene oflpoliticking. By
1832, the more fanatical proscriptive eiement of the party was
held only by a small group rather than by the entire member- |
ship of the party. The interest of the party, at this time, was
more aimed toward national issues rather than that of subordi-
nating members who believed in Preemasonry. As the 1830's pro-

gressed, the Anti-Masons seemed to be attracting other minority

that were opposed to the Democracy of Andrew Jackson. The Anti-
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Jacksonism feellhg of the Anti-Mhsons first was the result of
the strong adherence that the General had’fof Preemasonry. The
1830'$ saw this feeling develop into a high degree of lnten- -
sity;' Thisvfeeling'now-was based on political rather than
social reasons, This political opposition was. not only fanned
by new leadership within the party but from no less than the
Natienal Republicanse. ‘

-In September of 1830, a meeting, éttended,by{a number of
representatives of the various stafes to'which Anti~masdnry
had spread, assembled in the city cf Philadelphla. This meeting
was called for the purpose of making known the basic principles
of their party.32 A resolution was passed calling for another
convention in the following year for the purpcse of nominating
candidates for the offices of President and Vice~President,
|with this resolution, a political era in American History
passed and the nat10na1 nomihating'party convention, which
eventually became an institution of~the American political .-
scene, was ushered in.33 |
, The Philadelphia. Gnnvention, assembled on Sentember 11,
1830, was ‘attended by delegates from New York, Massachusetts,
Connecticut, . Vermont, Rhode Island, Pennsylvania, New Jersey,
Delawafe; Ohio, Maryland,”and from the tefritory then known as
Michigan., From the outset of tﬁe convention, the leadership was
firmly in the hands of the New York delegation, This delegation
was led by Prancis Granger, who was also appointed presidgnt of

that perticular assembly,34 .
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Aside from the fact that this convention was important in
the aspect that 1t was the political birth of the National
AntinMason Party, the resolution that was adopted overshadowed
any other result of thax meeting: |
Resolved, That 1s recommended to the people of

the-United States, opposed to secret socities, to

meet in convention, on Monday. the Twenty-sixth

day-of September, 1831, at the city of Baltimore...

t0o make nominations of suitable candidates for the

office of president and vices gresidenﬁ, to be sup=~:

ported aht the next electlon.

Prior tof this statement and thereafter, the leaders of the
Anti-Mason Party‘were.consiQering different‘individuals as
possible nominées‘to'ca:ry“their_bannerkinithe upcoming elec~
tion. A@ong the first of tnbse considered was Richard Rush,
one time Secretary of the Treasury under John Quinecy Adams.
|Rush was-a very outspoken National Republican who branded the
|Masonic institution as subversive to the law and one of the
greatest threats. to America's 1iberties.36 Theee political sen-
timents of~such'a prominent’individualsas Rush, made him
attractive to ‘many Anti-MésenSﬁas a possible candidate. Rush
after some cousideration méde it known that if the némination
was offered to him from Baltimore he would decline 1t,37

In considering a candidéte, the leaders of the party
deemed'it necessary that““their Man" must ﬁave two critical
dharacte?istics? he'@ust not, above 2ll else, be a Mason which
was lronical:. for.a,Méson-was later to be chosen as the Anti-~

son candidate: ‘and he must be acceptable to the National

Republicans. The firsﬁ of these staﬁed characteristics reveals
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very plainly the party's proscriptive principle; and the second
is of practical political nature., Since the conception of the
idea to éxtend Anti%Maspnry of the National scene, the leaders
of the party, such as Weed and Seward, saw the political expe=
diency df a cooperation, a coalition between'the‘National'
Repuhiicans and themselves if thej were to inspire any hope of
success agalnst Andrew Jackson., The man at this time who -
seemed to some to have this type of appeal ﬁas ex-president
John Quinc& Adams, In 1830, now a member of Congress, Adams
was a strong opponent to any type of sécret soclety, especially
toward Freemasonry., His disapproval of that order -dates back,
at least publicly, to April of 1828 when‘in‘a,letter Adams
wrote that he nevér was and never would consider being a mason%8
Adams was repeatedly approached by his Anti=Mason friends to
|seek the nomination}activelyo Adams finally answered their
urgings by publically stating,. "I do not desire to be President
of the United States again... I hope they won't mention me
lexcept upon the ground that I am the best,candidate,"jg The
last part of &dam’s statement certalnly gave hope to hié Anti-
Mason friends who continued to work for the ex-president's
nomination at Baltimore, Till the summer of 1831, when 1t
%ecame known that Rush would decline the nomination if presented
with it, Adams himself worked for Rush's nomination by that
conventlione. Bu@ as the convention neared, Adams remained the

only apparent candidate who would draw upon any substantial

support from the different delegates preparing to assemble at

I
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Baltimore; yet there was never was any substantial plurality
behind him. In a letter from Willlam Seward to Thurlow Weed
Just pfior to the actual convention, it is clear that there was
some Adams'’ support among the delegates along with a corre=. ..
spondiﬁg opposition: "... Rhode Island and Massachusetts ﬁill
go to Baltimoré.in favorvof Adams, in spite of anything I or
any other person can do," 49

Although Adams did have some snpport during the pre=con=-
vention period, he did not have the support of the New York
delegation whose leaders were in reality the leaders of the
party. The leaders of the party continued to search for the
seemingly right man. During the process of this search, John C.
Calhoun, Represehtative from the State of South Carolina, was
looked upon as a 6éhdidate possibility. Eié private views con s
| cerning Masonry were favorable to the Anti-Masons as fhey
thought should befit their candidate:"...I am so far Anti-mason,
that I believe the institution not only useless,...but also
pernicious,"41 But for other reasons Calhoun was unacceptabla
to the Anti-Masons. Besides the fact that An£i~Masenry was a
northern movement and he was a southern; Calhoun strongly ad-
vocated South Carolina's nullification of the Tariff of 1832
which éonsidering-%;n this position in its historical context
seemed,"...500 ‘black upon his record,"*2

From the outset there seemed to be one man, Henry Clay, who
was qualified to unite both the National Republicans and the ..
Anti-Masons sufficliently to bring abou% the defeat of Andrew
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Jackson., But he was a Mason. To Weed and most of the other lead-
ers of the party Glay's Masonry did not present'any real probleh
if only he could, in somé way, make a slight renunciation of his
Masonry and give the same degree of lndication of acceptance to
the Anti-Masons. Clay's poiitical opinions in general aiong with
his American System in particular were acceptaﬁle to the New
England Anti-Masons., Clay's acceptance of Anti-Masonry did not
seem as far=fetched as 1£ mightqat first appear to be. Clay al-
|though a Mason was at the same time known only to be half»heart-
ed in his belief of Freemasonry; thus it wouid not be a total
compromise of principles on Clay's part.43

With the September of 1831 nearing, Clay, along with the
other candi&ates under consideration for the Anti=-Mason nomin-
ation, was hard pressed by the Anti-Masons for some indication
lon how he felt concerning Anti-Masonry. The fact that Clay was
pressured from all sides to meke such a statement seemed to make
his statement all the more important, On one side; influential
Masons in the Natibnal Republican Party urged for a complete re-
nunciation of the movement; while the Anti-Masons urged for some
indlcatlon of his sympathy toward their ﬁovement. However after
an extended period of public neutrality on the subject, Clay,
througﬁ his private corresponﬁence alloﬁed his sentiments be
knowns

cesWhile I do not, and never did, eafe about masonry,

I shall abstain from making myself any party to that

strife, I tell them that masonry or gntiwmasonry
has...nothing to do with politicso.o4
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WithOut a public declaration-of his feeliﬁgs, and with A
only rumors concerning his feelings upon the'subject, the Anti=-
Masons héd no'choiéé but to conslider Clay as being unacceptable .
Nevertheléss much disappointment wés felt by members o: both *
the Anti-Mason and Natlonal Republican parties,' Even aftér the |
nomination of an Anti-Masbn‘candidate, nelther side ceased .. =
their activities toward the marriage of the two parties under
Henry Clay. '

With no strong backing of either Adams or Calhoun, with
Clay's refusal %o publicl& affirm or denounce Masonry, and wilth
Rush's complete withdrawal, the Anti-Masons were on thé eve oft
thelr nominating con&ention w;thout any candidates to choose =
from} .There seemed to be one hope left for the party as the.
leaders viewéd 1t} John McLean. When Rush wés being cohsidered;
| MeLéan'was'approéched and found to be willing to-give:his con: =
sent to hls nomination by the Anti-Masons With the stipulation
that no other cahdidate by any other parfy be put up to oppose
Jackson;45 McLean was Post Master General in-John Qniney’Adams‘
administration and was presently serving as*Sﬁpreme Court Juse
tice under Chief Justice Marshall.' Witﬁ the situatlon growing
darke: for the Anti-Masdns as the convention hearéd,.MéLean was
being iooked upon wlth more and more added 1nterest. McLean
was 1ooked upon at first with some éuépicioh by the New England
Anti-Masons because it;waS-Widely known that he was the protégé'
df Calhoun's and the stigma of Calhoun's nullification prineciple

was very infeetioﬁs,“é;The‘immediate reasoning behind the can-
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idancy of McLean was that the leaders of the Antl-Masons hoped‘
that the Judge, being from Ohio, would secure his home state
for their cause. The old suspicion of the New England Anti-Ma=-
sons was nefer really overcome completely. Even his old frieng,
Calhoun, was not totally in favor of his nomination and wés -
very much in doubt coneerning his'chances of being a capable
candidate against‘Jacksqn, For as Calhoun estimated the sit-
uation, McLean; being a western, would coﬁpletely allenate the
Eastern Natlional Republicans which as a consequence would in-
sure the reelectlion of Jackson. If Jackson was not stromg enouglh
to take the election outright from McLean, the election would
be thfown into the House of Representatlves where the Anti-Ma-
son. party ﬁas very weak in suppbrt,47

When the Baltimore Convention opened in September 1831,
| the delegates were split among Adams and McLean with the Judge

being the choice of the Majority,48

But then the unexpected hap=-
pened, It became known, immediately prior to the assembling of
the delegates, that Henry Clay would be tended the nomination
of the National Republicans regardless of the &nti;Masons’ nom=
inee, It was also known that Clay'would‘accepf the nomination
from that assembly when it meet in téo months following the Anti-
Mason éonvention. This information stimulated a reaction from
MeLean, who, reverting back to hils original stipulation, sent a

letter to the now assembled delegates withdrawing his name from

consideratiana49

With McLean withdrawing, Adams was seemingly left with an
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open Iield without any opnﬁenaefs;;Bﬁ% Jet Re did 1ot have aiy-
thing that even resembled.a majority. When the delegates as-
sembled in theAsaloon of the Athenaeum in Balfimore on September
26, 1831,%0 they aid so without any outstanding candidate in
mind, The leaders of the party_were'&esparate. Ada@s was the
only candidate who enjoyed any typve of support among the déle?
gates. Nevertheless the majority of the delegates were hesi-
tant to nominate azman who was a minority president previously
and who had suffered a stifling defeat in the las® eleétion.51;
Aﬁothér feeling thét was dividing the delegates into two sep-
arate camps was the thought that a minority wanted the nomina-~
tion of a person who would withdraw in favor of the National Re-
publican nominee, The other group, the majority of the party,
favored choosing a candidate who would ratify their nominee ‘
‘rather than support Clay.52 Adams would not be gufficient to ..
win the nomination of the National Republioansfof;thejﬁhird_ﬁim&
As a seemingly measure of desperation, the Anti-Masons
turned to william ¥Wirt, Supreme Court Justice and also Attorney
General in John Quiﬁcy Adams' cabinet. Wirt strangely enough,
was a life long Mason and never in reality renounced his Masonry,
Although having, obviously, uo great zeal for Anti-Masonry as a
soclal movenment, ¥Wirt was persuaded by Weed, Spencer, Tracy, and
1Phelps, all delegates, to accept the nomination, which he dia,>>3
Wirt's object in accepting such a nomination from the Anti-
Masons was his naive belief that he alone could unite the two

parties and successfully defeat Jackson, The Anti-Masons, on




25

the other hand, were prompted in their selection of this eleve-
enth hour candidate by the fact of his promiﬁence in the Na=-
tional Republican Party and his close friendship with Henry

54 Wirt's prominence in the National Republican Party is

Clay.
exemplified by two notices that are found in the press of.that
period., The first example is fouﬁd in newsprint on September
8, 1831. The date is very significant for this prior to the
actual convention of the Anti-Masons and at this time it looked
as 1f McLean was a8ll but confirmed by the convention as the
ﬁominee 6f the party. The article reported on the aetivities
of a meéting that was held by a large'group of National Repub=
1licans in Eittsburg. This meeting suggestéd:the nomination of
Henry Clay as candidate for the Presidéncy and William Wirt as
the candidate for the Vice-Presidency.o>

The other example of Wirt's prominence in the National
vRepublican Party is found in another‘paper‘s article felating
the fact thet he had resigned his seat as 2 delegate to the
National Republican Convention.as a result of his recent nomin-
ation,56 |

The Baltimore Convention lasted onlj three days, September
26-28, The actual minutes of that convention do not indicate
the slightest trace of the progression of,eﬁents that resulted
in Wirt's nomination. The New Yérk delegation was firmly in
lcontrol of the convention with John Spencer of that delegation

as president of the assembly.. Without any nominating or even

seconding speeches, as ls customary today, Wirt was nominated on
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the first ballot with the vote being nearly unanimous. Out of
the one hundred and eleven votes cast, Wirt recelved one huan-
dred and eight; Rush received one; two delegates abstained.
The Vice-Presidential nominee, 4imos Ellmaker of Pennsylvania,:
was nominated by the same lopsided vote; out of one hundred and
- ten cast, one hundred ana elght wént t0 Ellmaker, one to Spen=~
cer, and one delegate abstained, >’ ‘

In reviewing the results of the convention, it is evident
that fhe purpose of the assembly was merely to rubber gtamp
the nomineé brought forth by Weed and the other leaders of the
party. But the actual assembling 6f a party for the expressed
purpose of voting openly on their selectlion of a candidate 1is
: a significént polnt that shouldlbe noted. The Baltimore Con-
vention replaced the secretive party cauéus dating back to 1792
| as the means of selecting the party's choice.58'

On the third day of the convention, the ballot that final=-
ized Wirt's nomination was taken and 2 committee of three was
aﬁpoinﬁed to communicate the "news" to Wirt.?? Wirt on the same
day sent to the convention floor a letter which wés his accept=
.| ance speech., This letter of acceptaneevis far from what would
be expected from & candidate running on the Anti-Mason ticket,
Wirt dpenly affirms his attendance in the Masonic Lodge and does
not in any way deny his own Masonry, though he does condemn the

Morgan incident as beihg contrary to the public good. Wirt goesj

oqfurther to state that he does not believe that the office of
t

e Presidency should be used for,"...the purpose of a blind anq
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unjust proseription"60, which is the baslec principle of the

-Anti=-Mason Party; the general proscription of all Freemasons¢61

These,viéws,ias expressed here in Wirt's acceptance speech,
are identical to those of Henry Clay's wh;ch seeméd~to deny
him the same n0mination.62 Wirt"slacceptance-spgech gerely ree~
flects the desperate: state the IeédeESﬁ of that-party were in
during the latter part of September of 1831,

| The reactlion of the informed public to Wirt's nomination
was of very bitter tones directed not,af Wirt bﬁt rather at the
ﬁarty itself, One newspaper, pro=Clay in ifs editorials, shows
mild surprise at the nomination of Wirt and is very typical of
What was found at this time in other papers-

The selection of Mr, Wirt as their can-~
dldate shows conclusively either that the Antie
masons themselves have been heretofore unjustly
reproached with a violent and persecuting spirit,
or that Antli-masonry has changed 1ts character;
for they take him up as their candidate in the
face of his pointed rebuke of the only traits

. in the party to which anyone has ever had a
right to take exception=that 1s, 1ts alleged
intoleratlion and proscription. 5 .

The same editorial continﬁes by echoing the general feeling

toward the oandidate himself::

S:ane, however, the Qonvention were [sic]

driven to the necessity of selecting a candidate
without reference to the principles of their

party, it must. be allowed that they could not
have inscribed on thelr banner a more respected
name than that of Willlam Wirt. DPossessed of
talents of the highest order, sound to the core
in his political principles.., he ls a citizen64
~whom his countrymen may well delight to honor.

This type of praise is typical of the majority of editorials
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concerning the selection of Wirt.
On the other hand, the party actually presenting a candi-
ate, bréﬁght down much criticism upon itself, especlally from
the pro=0lay papers. Most attacks came in the form of pointing
out the improbability of Wirt being elected°‘ 7

| The object of every man in becoming a
candidate for public office is to be elected.
Mr. Wirt cannot form an exception to thls gen=
eral rule., Both himself and his friends;:no
doubt, have made thelr calculations of the probable
chanees of his success in the approaching cone
test, But for our life we cannot perceive by what
political arithmetic they have arrived at the
conclusion that hg has the most distant prospect
of being elected,0>
But yet the'same party was treated with a certain amount
of reépeet;-fpr as one paper states,"The Anti-mason Party,
;passeSSesg‘we believe, great negative strength." "‘The same ar=
s :tlcle proceeds by taking a familiar stand:"...but no omne so
overrates its power as to oonsider it able to carry a candidate
into the Eresidency on its own shoulders, without other ald." 66
This last polnt which refers ﬁo the minority poéition of the
party, polnts to the possiblility of a coalition in order for
that :party to defedt Jackson, This polltical fddt of a coall-
tion, ag mentioned abbve, was worked for prior to the National
Republicen Gonvention and even after that convention., The twe
candidafes were. not separated;by any persohal rrinciples; and,
‘Bs to party prineiples, the Anti-ﬁasOn? seemed 1o have aban=-
doned them with the nomination of Wirt. As onexpaper bluntly

statessV..If that party ground their support on principle, it is
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glven in direét: opposition to the only principle which distin-
.| guished them from the .Republican friends of Mr. Glay."67
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|only a small group of voters in the state
York and Pennsylvania. This small group of voters was consids:
'ered by the National Republicans as a major part in their cam-

' paign strategy.

CHAPTER III

THE ANTI-MASON PARTY
AND THE ELECTION OF 1832

The ‘Indiane Letter
and the Presidential Electlion
‘ : - of 1832 . |
The object of any'political party 1n‘modern theory is to
present to the eleetorate a candidate who has the greatest pos=-

sible appeal. The Anti=Mason Party in the election appealed %0

|

!s, primarily, of New

The period between the conventions of the Anti—Masons and
the National Republicans was filled with polltical maneuvers and
log rolling rather than the trading of political theorlies and
niceties. It was filled with practical politics generally not
discussed in history text—books.f

Although the Kational AntisMason Party presented a sépargte
cendidate for President in the election, the party at no time in

ﬁts short.histofy had érand illusiohs of;propelling,its candis




31

date into the White House wlthout substantial support from the
National Republicans. The majority of the léaders of the Anti-
Masons, éuch 2s Weed and Seward, were devoted to the cause of
the defeat of Andrew Jackson rather than the'destructiqn of
Freemasdnry in the United States. The fact thgt Jackson ﬁas'a
Mason was political hay for Weed and other political opportun=-
ists who viewed the Anti-Mason Movement as a means of accom= ..
plishing their primery object, Jackson's defeat,®

The Aﬁtismasons convening of a convention prior to the
National Republicans' was to have forbed the National Republican
Party in accepting the AhtimMason candldate in the name of po=-
1litical unity in promoting the common cause, viz., the defeat
of Andrew Jackson. Tﬁis act can be seen only as a politlcal
maneuver iﬁ order to obtain :or the weaker party, the_Anti~Masdﬂ
|Party, poliﬁical leverage, But after the convenfion had been
actually called, it was found that Henry Clay was going to ace
cept the nomination of the National Republicans regardless of
what fhe Anti-Masons were to do. With thls fact being known 1t
seemed like the situation would'come down'to—determining who ﬁas
politically the strongest and would accent the other party's
principles in order to defeat Jackscn; The Anti-Masons wefe,
neverthéless,wdetefmined not to back the‘ﬂationai'ﬁepublicanA
candidate because of his Maso_nry° It seemed that there was going
to be an impasse which would probably result in the reelesction

of Andrew Jackson. The leaders of both parties realizéd this and

tried to prevent the consequence but the Nationaliaepublicans
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were unwilling to yield. The National Republicans were unwille
ing to drop Clay for the Antl=-Mason candidate for: the reason,as
is fouﬁd‘iﬁ the National Republican press at this time, that
they could not in principle support:a person'who advocated pro=-
scriﬁtién againét any group,69 This 1s what the Natiohal Repu-
blicans wanted the electofaté to Believe. Yet in realistlic par-
ty polities, it wbuld seem that the National Republicans felt
that 1f they endérsed the Anti-Mason candidate, they would lose
thelr identity as a political party.

The Anti-Masons in 1831 firmly believed that they could
choose a candidate who would bé acceptable to the National Re=-
publicans, ' The result was William Wirt. Wirt himself believed,
though naiﬁely, that he would be renominated by the Natlional Re-
publicans and that he would lead the united attack upon the
|Jacksonian Democracy.’O During the two months'thét intervened
between the twd.eonventions, the Anti-Masons still malntalned
the hope that Cléy's hatred for Jackson would overcome his per=-
sonal ambitions and would refuseAfhe National Republican nomin-
ation if and when offered. It was known that Clay'and Wirt en=
tertained similaf views on most fundamehfallconcepts and that
they held each other as friends; The Anti-Masons reasoned that
i1t would be very attractive to Clay to step aside and allow Wirt
to be elected and then he would enjoy the ﬁosition of being the
power behihd the throne.(l The terms of & coalition,as the Anti-

Masons saw it,-between’fhe two parties would beifhe acceptance

fand support for Wirt'in exchange for support for Clay's American
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System.72 Both parties, especially Clay, realized the full imf.
port of a divided oppqsition against Andrew Jackson, and that
1t would almost:insure:Jackson's :reeléction,]?
As the National Republican<cbnveﬁtion néared and all indi-
cations pointed to Clay's certain acceptance of the nohinétion,
Wirt lost all hope of his own nomination and aé he wrote to a
friend,"...50 be it, in s personal point of view I shall feel
that I have made a lucky escape,"T4

With Clay's nomination,.Wirt quickly changed from the role
of an idealist to that of a pragmatist. Wirt's only thought
was to withdraw in favor of Olay. This aftitﬁde as exhiblted
by Wirt was the second alternative that was open to the Anti=-
Mason Oonvéntion and now in the election of 1832, namely, that
they support the National Republican candidate, Henry Glay, '
|vWhen Wirt's sentiments became known, two forces-ﬁrged'him to re-~
tain hls nomination, The Anti-Mason leaders encouraged Wirt to
remain in the political arena on the pretense that Clay could
not draw the support that Wirt could in New York and Pennsyl=-
vania and would eventually realize Wirt's 1mp6rtanée.75
The other force :moving. . Wirt to rétain his homination was
brought to bear by the one person that Wirt hoped to benefit,
Henryvdlayo Clay_was afraid that if Wirt withdréw the Antl<Ma-
sons would ascfibe his action to Clay's influence and ény hope
of support by that group be lost.76

Clay's fear of strong Anti-Masonic reaction was well found-

ed, JImmedlately following +the Baltimore Oonventibn of 1831,
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Clay had written toAa group of Anti-Masons in Indiana infarming,
them of his bitter oprosition to political Anti-Masonry. This
letter, known'as the Indiana Letter, was reproduced by well
meaning National Republican.neﬁspapers to induce Masonic sup=
port of201ay.77 The result was more of the opposite, for the
Anti-Masons reacted very bitterlyvagainst the National Republi-
cans and especially Henry clay.78 V
The Indiana Létter was written, from all indieations, as
personal correspondence and when accidentally published revealeq
to the electorate the privately held views of Clay's. Henry:
Clay's attitude toward Anti-Masonry is very important to the un=
derstanding of why a coalition never became a reality. Henry
Clay, 1ike‘most successful politicans, tried to keep his per=:
sonal aﬁd political views separate, Clay had a rather negatiVe
|view toward Anti»Maéonry in national politics but this was lim=
ited to only personal correspondenceu On the other hand, Clay
viewed Anti-Masohry as a politicalAnecessity in his bid for the
Presidency in 1832. The writing and the subseguent printing of
the Indiana ILetter was merely an intersection of these two views?
his private and political outlooks,
By early 1830, the campaign sfrategy of Clay was being pre=~
pared for the upcoming election, At that time it became appare
ent to dlay that three states were keys to that election. Glay'
felt that if the states of ",..Virginia, Pennsylvania, and New

York should unite on any particular candidate, opposition to °

that candidate will be unavailing, in all probability."79 With-
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out these states supporting the National Republicans, Clay had
no chance in stopping Jackson, for their combined electopial *
vote was 95 at a period of history when it took only 143 elec~
torial ﬁotes to elect a president.so Clay Wwas supported by
Danial Webster and other National Republican leaders in his as-
sessment of the importance of the three key states:"...if Jack-
son loses either New York, Pennsylvania, or Virginia, he will
be defeatedo"al As these considerations are made known it can
be easily understood why Clay took an interest in the activities
of the Anti-Masons in Pennsylvania and especially New York.. .-
Clay’s actual interest in the Anti-Mason Party was.moré than he
himself would admit to Weed just prior to the election:
I received your favor of the 9th inst., as

I did the previous ones, communicating the pro=

gress of measures to produce coopéeration between

the Anti-Masons and the National Republicans in

the State of New York. I most earnestly hope that

such cooperation may be cordlally produced to the

satisfaction of both parties.If it could be secured,

and if, as the necessary consequence, the Jackson

party could be defeated in New York, there is only

wanted & perfect persuasion of that result, througha

out the Union to insure a signal overthrow of

Jackson at the approaching election.82

With Clay's interest in the &nti~Mascn party deepened
because of the eleectorial vote that hung in the balance, Clay
early in the campaign worked toward the eventual coalition that
had to be brought about in order to save the Union from four
more years of Jackson. The effect of such a coalition was
stated by Olay in 1830 in a letter to a friemd: "...Jackson

would probable lose one or both of thesé states New York and

Pennsylvania , in either of which case I think he would be
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defeated."83

Part of Clay"s strategy toward effecting a union between
the two'parties wés to remain neutral, in the public iight, in
order to remain aloof from the bitter debates found iﬁ the news
papers of the time. ZEven as late as July of‘lSBi, just pfior
to the Baltimore Convention9 Clay declined an invitation to
publically comment on the political activity of the Anti-Masonss

I think it best not to touch upon the subject [Anti~-

Masonry]. Principle and policy are both opposed to

ny meddling with it. At the same time, I believe it

would be politic to leave the Jackson party ecclusively

fo abuse the Antis," Sk »

Aside from the fact of his public "no-comment" attitude
toward Anti-Masonry, Clay harbored a deep resentment that some
politically ambitious people actually introduced such a pro-
sceriptive element into national politics, as demonstated by
| the Anti-Masons. This attitude of Henry Clay's is what
prompted the reply that was found in the Indiaﬁa Letter stating
1 that he-felf that Anti=Masonry had no place in national |
politics@85 Clay explains his position in a private letter
of the period: “I‘thinkﬁthatﬁwe'ought?not~ﬁo:éamitithe'rightfof
mixing Masonry or An%i-Masonry, or’any<dther soclety, whether

literary, benevolent, or religious, with pOlitiCSe"86

Clay's
feelings on Anti=Masonry as found in thE‘1atterAcqrrasppndénce
seems to take a moreibitter tone than was exhibited in the
Indiana Letter. A pfivate letter written immediately after the

infamous letter that was sent to the Anti-Masons in Indiana

reveals a strong, odious sentiment that seems to even surpass
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the strong feelings that Clay had for Jackson:

If the alternative be between Andrew Jackson and an

Anti-Mason candidate, with his exclusive proscriptive

principles, I should be embarassed in the choice. I

am not sure that the old tyranny is not better than

a new one. That can endure, at the furthest, only

four or five years more, while the latter might be

of- indefinite duration. The one is an exhausted vol=-

cano, the other would be bursting of a new eruption,

spreading no one can tell to what extent, nor how

long it would last.8T: ’

As the events that lead up to election day 1832, are
explored there seemed to be on the part of the NationalsRepub~
licans a feeling of almost casualness as to the fact of a co-
alition, even after the Indiana Letter was circulated, It
seemed that the whole attitude of Clay was of political smuge=
ness, The tactic of remaining silent about Anti-Masonry seemed
to be a political maneuvér on Clay's part and it worked almost
perfectly until the Indiana Iétter. Clay's confidence'is very
easily detected in his letters of the pefiod even up to the
election day 1tself. Clay felt, as an example of his smugness,
that with the Baltimore Convention, the Anti=Masons would
abandon the whole cause by the spring of 1832 after seeing

88 An understanding of

the futility of running a candidate.
Olay's behavior might be grasped in exploring Clay's connection
with the Anti-Mason party and especially his relationship
with Thurlow Weed.

Barly in the year 1827, the Adams' party was looking for
a possible successor for Adams and it seems that Clay was the

§ .
logical choice, During the same year, a dissatisfied Adams’
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supporter from the State of New York saw a great deal of Clay
and ofher leaders who were dissatisfied with'Adams. The poli=-
tican was Thurlow Weed. ﬁeed was representing other dissat-
isfied Adams' men who saw hope for their failing party in Henry

Glay.89

At thgt time Anti~Masonry was nqt in any sense a‘
political party but Weed énd‘otﬁefs were, as Clay later assessed
them to be, "...men in pursuit of power."90 Even in 1827, Wéed
foresaw the political leverage that the‘Anti-Mason Party might
be in the position of someday wielding.

At this time, 1827, Weed, through the close friends of
Henry Clay, tried to work out an arrangement which wouid‘allow
an Anti-Mason to support Clay,‘a Meson., As Weed stated 1a§er
that, "...an arrangement was effected with Mr. Clay, which, as
was bélieved, would bridge over our trouble,"91 This arrange=
'ﬁent was for Glay to acknowledge, in some small‘ﬁay, political
Anti=Masonry and, to remain qulet on how he persohally felt
toward Anxi-Masohry. He would not necessarily compromise his
principles. This "arrangement"‘would allow the Anti~Masoms to
vote for ihe National,Republican:ticket~nationally.and the Anti=-
|Mason ticket on the state 1eve1.92 Glay3s acknowleagement was
sent in a letter to General Porter, a close frieﬁd,of Clay'’se.
What wés said in the”letter was never made known because, before
it ﬁaé to be published, the Indiana Letter was before the peo=
P13093

The Indiana Letter written October 2, 1831, so embittered

the Anti-Masons that they defied: any attempt by the National
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Republicans to effect any type of coalition on the national

94 The

ticket from:this'date_up to the very day of election.
feeling that this ome letter génerated among the Anti-Masons
effectively alienated Clay fron their support even in the face
of evident defeat. This feeling is found in a letter sent to
Weed just prior to the ballotirig?:.

Our Anti=Masonic friends stand firm, and treat with

contempt the cry of coalition...The great object we

have in view = the destruction of Preemasonry - will

be promoted even by a defeat, provided we are careful

to keep the object distinctly before the peqple.95
Realizing the.feeling the Indiana Letter created, it can'be
easily seen why dléy encouraged Wirt to retain his nomination.

The views ﬁhaticlay;expressediinEthe;In&ianagnetterrareﬂ
merely conéistant with his personal opinions that he had al=-
ready previously mentioned only in private corfespondence.~ The
" | question that would logically bé.asked is why is it written,
but the answer cannot be factuallyAgiVen, oniy speculation
remains for there is no indication in his létters of the period.
Could Olay have been so politically'naive as not to have real-.
ized the possible outcome that it might have? It would éeem
not. Could Clay have been hit“with.a'sﬁdden moment of self=-
righﬁousness to state what he really felt about the movement?
Again it would not seem probable at all, Or could the aﬁswer
be found in the reasdning that,as in all pblitical campaigﬁs,
mistakes are made which, when made, do not seem to be great,

only in retrospect.

The rank and file members of the Anti-Mason after the
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Indliana. Letter quletly accepted the fact of defeat but the
Netional.Republicans on the other hand did not. To them a
coalitioh candidate was the only way to defeat Jackson. When
the Anti-Mason party first entered the political sphere eaply
in the‘ﬁo's many National Repubiicans were quick to obser#e the
negative potential that the ﬁarﬁy.exhibited, One supporter
remarked to Olay concerning his apﬁféhension: "Phis cursed
Antl=-Masonry embarrasses everything, and defeats all attempts
at systematic operation against the common enemy."96 A united
front against the enemy was the concern of -most Nationals.,
E#en Clay was concerned when he heard of the possibility that
thé Anti-Masoﬁs might hold a nominating convention:
It seéms to me that nothing can disappoint the
hopes of our frieunds, but Anti=Masonry. If that
party should nominate a candldate at Baltimore,
and adhere to him, they may prevent any election
by the colleges, and possibly may lead to the
election of the present incumbent, 97
When the Anti-Mesons did nominate a candidate, the reactlons
were mixed. Some agreed with Clay that,"...the policy of the
Antis is to force us into their support. Ours should be to
win them to ours 98 The convention at Balfimbre was fér that’
expressed purpose, to influence the National Republicans to sup=
port the Anti-Masén candidafeg Some National Republicans immed-
iately panicked and began to apﬁeal to Clay in the spirit that
the Anti-Masons hoped and prayed for:

Now Sir, since your own election is impossiﬁle
would it not be the greatest blessing which you could

possibly confer upon your country, to retire from the
contest, and let all your forces be brought over to
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Mr, Wirt s side, and thus by securing his election,
you would be the means of delivering the country from
the domination of the present weak and imbecile Ad-
ministration.99

ﬁs the first waves of sudden bewilderment hit the National
Republicaﬁs and the talk of "polting" tue regular party waé
heard, the pro-Clay'neﬁépapers reacted with different types of
techniques geared to lead the electorate back té the old party.
The types of editorializing concerning the upcoming National
Republican-Convention énd the election took on two types of
approaches that promoted their candidate; wooing the Anti=Ma=-
sons into the Nationél Republican camp; and reaffirming their
hold upon the wavering members who‘wantea to desert the'party
and support the Anti-Mason candidate.

The efforts of the National Republican press used two ap-
| proaches to influence the Anti-Masons to come under the banner
of Giay. The most frequently used approach was that of gentlle
persuasion. The'first editorial aimed at the Anti-Masons
appeared immediately efter the Baltimore Convention. The type
of political verbiége as found in this type of editorials
pointed out very respectfully that Wirt had no real hope of
being elected even if the National Republican supported him,
The same sditorials also pointed out fhe fact that there was
no basic difference between the two candidates and that Wirt
was a National Republican at heart,100

Another method that Natiomal Republican edltors used was

the publishing of early political poles which has been develop-
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ed to a highly scientific art. The newspapers point out, with |
much pain by illustration and graph, the probabilities of éach
candidate'in'ﬁhe election, and naturally Clay seemed to have a
slight edge over Jackson.lOl
With the publishing of "non-biased" poles of the probabil-
ities of the election, aﬁother apﬁroach Was’used to encourage
support, ‘The editors continually suggested, using Clay's ars=
guments, that Antli-masonry had no place in national politics,
Using thls as the basis of argument, ﬁany editors suggesﬁed
that those antiéMasons:mhofnevérthéla53aqg?ae;ﬁithﬁexaj£§g@alg
lcles should not let their personal bonvictions interfere -with:
their political convictions, 02
As thé National Republlican Convention nearéd, another type
of editorializing took place, This time 1t was aimed at the
| National Republican who advocated dropping Clay in féVor for a
coalition campaign under William Wirt., The tone of these types
of editorials seemed to point out the fact that the Anti-Masons
had no party principles except that of proscription. that did
not differ in any way from the National Republicens and could
see no other reason for deserting the régular.party. 103 The
fact that this type of editorial increased.in number and inten-
sity immediately prior to the National Convention itself ﬁould
tend to indicate that the feeling of supporting Wirt over Clay
was very much in evidence. The press constantly emphasized
Clay's strong political principles and Wirt's apparent lack of

them.lM
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The National Republicans met in December in the same city
of Baltimore as had the Anti-Masons4just two months earlier.
The result was what was expected:. the nomination of Henry Clay|
as their presidential candidate. The other result that ﬁany |
National Republicans hoped for,‘Wirt“s subsequent withdraﬁal;;
did not occure Gléy, as ﬁas discﬁssed above, would not allow
Wirt even to follcw'his own wishes in the matter.t0° s was
discussed, Clay was afraid of the Anti-Mason reactipn to such
an obvious pclitical maneuver on the part of Clay, But yet
Clay had not submitted entirely to political defeat from the
loss of New York because of the lack of coalition with the Anti=-
Masons. It now seems that Clay had a second plan worked out
with Wéed‘and the other Anti-Mason leaders to secure a coali-
tion, oné thaﬁ was secret in nature, The plan called‘fqr the
lelection 6f seperate state,electors by both the ﬂatiohal Repub-
licans ahd tﬁe€AntL-Masonshbut+theymwould‘bevhomiﬁate& and
technically non-committed as. to whom they would cast their votes
for President. By this plan, as the planners thought the com=
bined leaders could throw the electoral votes to Wirt if there
was a possibility of his election, or thé impossibllity of
either é%ay or Wirt being elected; and for C1ay if his election
could 5§'secured with the votés’of New York.106 Clay in a let=
ter to ﬁeed speaks of this agreement and the progress that was
being made to effect it:

I‘received your favor of the 9th inst.,

as I did the previous ones, communicating the
progress of measures to produce cooperation be=




tween the Anti-Masons and the National Republicans

in the state of New Yorke. I most earnestly hope

that such cooperation may be cordially produced,

to the satisfaction of both parties. 107.

On the other hand, the general rank and file of both par=-
ties were in comﬁlete darkness of the coalitién,that was being
‘brought into existence by the maneuverings of their leaders.
Unknowing National Republican editors continued to try various
means in order to win over the support of the Anti-Masons. One
newspaper tried to make Clay acceptable to the Anti-Masons by
printing an affidavit signed by the seqretary of the lodge
which Clay was supposeé to have once been‘a member. The affi=
davit certifies that Clay withdrew from active’memﬁership of
the fraternity in 1824, two years prior to the Morgan incidén%?a
This appeérs to 5e‘an attempt to show thatkcléy‘W&s?less%anasen
| than their own candidate would appear»téwbe. | »

The National Republican press used yet another type.of
persuasion which has become known today as ”bandwagoning One
National Republican newspaper notes the switchlng of party:
alliances by a newspaper that supported the Anti-Masons until
Clay's nomination, at which time the National Republicans
rgceived their support.lo9
The agreement of cooperation bétween the two parties began
to unfold as the state conventioﬁs dreﬁ near. The purpose of
these conventions was for the nominating of electors who would
in turn Be presented to the electorate according to our;elec-

torial process. The Anti=Masons held:their .state conventions
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at Utica on June 21, 1832, a month prior to that of the Nationf4
al Republicans. The Anti-Masons at this time nominated five -
electors for each of the eight districts of new York State.l10
Henry'Clay, less than three weeks previous to thls convention,
expressed his hopes concerning the convention and the resﬁlts
that were likely to be produced:

The progress of the work of co-operatibn between

the Anti-Masons and the National Republicans in

Wew York continues, and every day adds to our con=-

fidence that it will be secured, and that its résult

will Dbe  to deprive Jackson of the support of that State.

It is an affair, bowiXir, of much delicacy and of no

little difficultyeee :

Reaction to the state electors, when it became known that
the National Republicans merely were goling tb nominate the same
men, -was mixed. The National Republicans on the whole were over-
Joyed with the prospect of a coalition, but the Anti-Masons,
|on the other hand, treated the news with much distain, Edwin

Croswell, the editor .of the Albany Argus, the putspoken chame-

plon of politicai Anti~Masonry, expressed the sentiments of most
Anti~Masons immediately  proceeédling’ the Anti-Mason convention at
Utica:after the names of the nominees :of electors had been knowr

Judging from the names, das far as they are known
to us, it is a coalition, as palable as the thing
can be, and not be formally announced by the con=. .- .' =
~tracting parties. Clay men, masons, and Anti-masons
alternate through thls combination of the factions;
esethe whole scheme 1s apparent. We shall see how _
far the honest pE{tionsvof both partles will consent
.to the transfer. 2 : :

i N .

This scheme of the Anti-Méson‘and the National Republican

leaders seemed to cause more of an unfavorable reaction rather

than the sudden surge of unifylng at the last moment of the
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Anti-Jackson forces. The attempt hurt Clay politically, for he
actually lost votes rather than galned some. Masons seeking
refuge in the New York National Republican Party and strength=-
ened by éiayfs remarks in the IndianayLetter; were sud@enly
disenchanted. Theyvsuddenlj found themselves in a positibn ’
where théy mbght be actuélly supporting Wirt by means of this
arrangeménto ﬁs-a result there was a great amount of National
Republicans who ﬁere Masons thatAvoted for Jackson which proved
to be Clay's biggest faux gg;. 115 _

The rank and fiie conservative Anti-Masons on the other
hand, waé left in a quandry. On one side their vote mighﬁ be
used to support Clay whb was considered By some to be worse
than Jacksbné on the other side, they were faced with the
Mason, Jackson, Many Anti-Masons as a result voted for the
| lesser of the two evils, Jackson. This fact is'bprnefouﬁ by
the election results which gave Jackson a majority of 13,600
votes, The staunch Anti-Masons, who felt that theylwere sold
out to Clay and the Mgsous, stayed away from the polls om
election day. This fact is borne cutvby a letter that Weed.
received after the election: | |

Electlion is over,'and the result 1s bad enoughess

when I last wrote you I supposed there had been

little or no effort made in this country to bring

electors to the polls; but I find that I was mistaken,

In meny towns everything was done that could be .

done, but to no purpose. Voters stayed home...ll4 |

During the time that the Anti-Jackson forces suffered

through their inability to settle on a coalition candidate, the
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Jackson forces remained outside and aloft from the medley con-
cerning the place:;:of Masonry or Anti-Masonry .in politics. When
the cry of contempt arose from New York over the apparent
coalitlion, the Globe, Jackson's most leading newspaper, merely
reprihted, without comment, the Indiana Letter in its éntire%&?
Clay's response to the group  in Indiana seemed'to be & contra=-
diction of dlay's political beliefs, This was all that was
—needed, for thé entire Democratic press took up this lead and
confinued to reprint the letter until electioh day. The effect
that this had on the Masons in Clay's party was incalculable -and
the result was: seen on election day.116

The resﬁlt of Clay's not presenting a constant political
| conviction to the electorate cost him dearly in terms of votes
and possibly the loss of thgétates-of New York and Pennsylvania
{in particular. Clay even lost the election by a:majority of
13,600 and was completely ovérpowered in Pennsylvania by Jack-
son's 24,300 .majority. The fact that Clay lost the election'by
moxre thaﬁ 137,400 of the popular vote is.not as significant as
the fact that Clay in the states where he hoped to stop Jack=
sdn, made his worst showing, Williaem Wirt, on the other hand,
as expected, did not meke as strbng a~showing in New York State
as.was'expected“by.the National Republicans. Wirt only pulled
113,108 votes from the entire nation, of which 11,152 came from
the State of Vermont, the oniy state that he received electorial
117 '

votes from.

Weed in commenting on the election some years later in his
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autobiography suggests that Clay lost that election because of
his inability to form.a coalition with the Anti-Masons, Weed
attrioutes Clay's writing of the Indiana ILetter as the one
single reason for his failure in 1832¢118 Many historians tend
to disagree. with Weed by stating that 1f a single issue is to
be narrowed down as being the thé’actual cause of Clay's fail-
ure, it wbuld be attributed to his unpopular stand on the
National Benk and its renewal. Jackson's suﬁsequent veto mes-
age,after Clay championed the renewai bill through Congress,
appealed to the democratic instincts of the electorate. Clay,
on the other hand, appeared to the electorate as being.concerned
primarily with the interests of industry.+1?

The'bénk issue and Clay's political negotiations in New .
York with the Anti-Masons contributed to the success of the |
’ Democrats ahd Jackson, The loss of the key states by'HenryA
Clay can be attributed to the rise of the common man and his
awareness .of the political power that he does possess. In New
York, Weed and the othef Anti-Mason leaders and their dealings
ﬁith:Cléy seem to be merely only one event ih a séries througﬁ
which meh attempted by political means tb gain,power.' Henry
Clay at this junction seems to be put in the same lot; yet was
Clay méreiy caught in a bind brought on‘by his own political
ambitions? It would seem té be that Clay, from his personal
correspondence, tried to use, similar to the Anti«Mason leaders,

AntiQMasonry as the means to an end. mhe'éudden seemingly . . .

stampede of disenchanted Masons from the National Republican
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Party to the Jackson Party is merély one incident that illuse
trates the importance of respecting the political as well as
the religious intelligence of the electbraté. This election
also points out the importance of the ‘editorial pen.The elect=
orate would no longer be in complete darkness as to the politi-
cal developments that were pre?iously unreﬁofted. The election
‘of 1832 marked the beginning of the political reality of cul-
tivating and appealing‘to masses rather than factions and

small interest groups,. "The day of Democfacy, the day of the

ma jority had dawmned, "0
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be afree-mason, vm§ vou this answey in the

rigini, 190h .?],ml 158,
Oliver Heaorwell, esq. t,‘.,l.,mm..\‘:z', AT

Sir—In auswer to your  hepuiey in your letter of the
3ist wit Lstuve t!;‘u L vt never was, and never shal?
sicit of
trivadly return to the Eindness with which yan huve
mutle e Bnptivy. . But suwalling w contribate i any
manner to that exeitemznt p.mlucu !.ss the mystevions
abiduetion aml 1o probublemunier of Vo, Mevgun, Lre
qucnnmt not w give publicity to this letter “F he ey
wited sotrnn feeling whieh pervides the communin oo il
geeasion, 13 foul ol e pu est ,n‘s')uplv'b of hulnan vie
tue and of human rights,  In g wJus( and fuwlul puesaip
of a signal vindics o of the laws of nawre and of the
toend, violated in lus pevson which has been underiiken,
and s yet i e with Uhe wuthority wind CoeCpura-
bty 1 fope and trost Ut the v_-'h-,
citizens of ‘e sudizrer will tss e w 'lh the spinit vt jus-
tiee, the e seuliunol by w rRnys, Bhe § i ke ndliclen of
ovury penalty, cavefully aliutait from visithig vpos the
fnnpeent the st ceds of the gailyy.,

Iam, \mh rexpuet, your ! fellow ciliven,
J. Qo ADAMS,

A

W



'

- From the nlellizencer.

The following addresses were delivered st the instal-
ation ot the grand officers of the Genvral Loyul Areh
Clapter of the United States, in the city of Washington,
on the 3d instant, . . )

“Vhe honorable Fdicard Livingston, of Louisiana, hav-

ing been duly instalied us General Grand High Priest,

and eonilucted to the vhair, he rose, and addressed the
assembly as lollows:

Compariong andd brethyen: T'o have been deemed by a
delegation trom all the states of the union worthy of fill-
ing the higliest station in the Lighest ovder of regular nia-
sonry, and of succeeding in it n muan whose life wus an
honor to his sounteyy smif whose death was bewasiled as n

- public ealumity, eannot but exuite e most geatetul emioe

cions,

Bt there is a periad in ife when all honors luse wneh
of the vabre at which ey were before appreciated,
MW hen poprba Gow the gitded babbde wheelo danesd Le-
fore us, and which we pursued with so mnch elnldish
eagerness, vaubshes into ale; aurly when feeling the ap-
prodch of that event which sut tan vnd o all oue
hoepes and fears, our prajects of fortune, and plas of
ambition, the mind looks back, with satizfietion, only on
the remembranee of gond decds, and can finil no solid
hope of future temporal huppiness, but i promating that
of others, and recciving ns omr veward the esteem ol the
worthy and the wre, '

Arvived at this peried of D, and having for moaoy
years retired {rom any participation n the Iabors of the
craft, it was with greatsurprise that [ reeeived the nutine
of this unsolicited] distinetion which tiad been conferred
upon me, Gratetul for the honor, I should vet bave de-
clined ity hut for e considuration, that a refusal might
be aseribed (o un unmsaly fow of enccuntering the elas
mor raised aprinst our mstitution, or to a consciousness
that the vile and sbsurd necttsations ngainst it were well
founded. Bithee of these suspicions wauld have igured,
nol my ehavucter only, but tat ol the w bole frateraity,
1 therslore determinéd 1o nndertake the dutics of the
place into which §huve just heen installedy Lt it was not
without wuch refuetanse, suggested by the cotacivusness |
that mey dong eetivement bad rewderetl me Jess it ta it
the station, than saauy others, quite s well gaablicd i,
every othee respeet, But this wae raemnved, when [

Pomvped the nawme ol the most warshipfy] companivg whn
was eleeted 1o the second, althoagh mare worthy of the
fivat place oo nstitation, Ths ligh measonie attsin-
neentsy the R feddye Flowe Ding and of bis seorth, on-
abled e toovely on his wid m saeh ditivs us my shal]

watld endile me to perhoens and on Wis kinduess to re-
phie me o all others, - .

Companions aml bretheen! Vor the fiest time in the
histors of oie country, pcrscention has raised itsel ngninst
one howorshle fistennty, It does noty indeed, as in
other countries, jnearcerate otr bodies, strain them on
the wheel, or consume them in the laones of the nquisi-
tiong but its attack s are, L wa homeable wingd, »s unjus-
Glable, e assails our pepoeaion with the blckest eal-
unies; strives, by the most abeard daventines, to de-
prave us of the eonildence of T<low citzens; e the
prineiples cf our oeder, aml reureconts vs as bouad 1o
each other by obligitions subversive of eivil crder atnl
hostile to reliygica,

What shall we sy to these irmprnations? Shadl we re-
criminate! Shall we ehallenge s conr i betwees the
characters, seeviees, and virties, ot theose wha hive been
uidd now arey the orsnments ol e erdt, and ai sovietny,
with the clirneters, services; o vutoey, of thi prvsnte
est ul our aecune Shall swe piat to s et loss pelieva
wl fram misery by our eharity, teh oMy oot
eaneled by our daterpositon, the diew L stogree
eombvrted by masinie Rindiess s oo n Lol the
wars ol wiiw s and ol orplea s deied by goong alfie.
tion, nud the brol.en apinit hedod by ot s entet e
twn?  Shall we condiseemd i oty e L g
imputmiww_‘h«u alrucious to he s 10 Bt e i
Fesweey too abisued 1o Bes eredie o |
noranee? Dok w hetherany Anier canoe i booi abiouy,
the purity ol proeiple o swe 0 ovee alich Wl o
Lo aml Warten, s Ul g L0 o oo o w0 AN
anhlin amd Monfoancey, wad sy of ous revolu.
Gty strtedmzn and hevac b b oo, w
possed i the servee of thaw eonns

e~

Vide

atly Ho st

Losw i lives wepg
ed « uf e sl Jeomored it,
white Hiving, by thelr victae v o babend din g t|c|'vucu,
and of which” Juckvim wad 20 gette, el 3 Qiotsand
athers whom the people b f 5 bl 1 honor, e
uctnally members?

itied by o

i ple voough, not tu sve thren
Pemongh to believe their ats Db e safficiently -
‘,prknriplcd o propte By mboads e thiem Lo be fado,

be strong n parrn,

Shull we use these, wel the nocorous atheer canele-
sive arguments, to repel ths aeess oyt are nnde?
Not, my brethren, by my sdvoes Ol
as ave uttered agaiust usy; wer fost g
silence. A inteiligent ol enliy : punily will
not be deceived by them.  And v should L justy wad
vefleet how muel esuse for hiczh cvesvereat hay been
given, by the outeagenus abducton oty clzen, diagred
frow his funily and fricuds, in the o da0 8o popatoas
state; tollowes! up, most peobably, by the perpcteation

ves so abmgd
by direried

of a most atrocious murder

1t was natupal, from all e clienunsioe -y ol 105 mast
extimordiniey mnd sivige aet, o hediove Uit rooaas frane
03, :

Tt was in Juanan nature, waenlightmood and prejidiced
inman natire, m’imxmu- the eattee b ih - Giienve B wGime
seeeet tenet of the featernity, and G meolie then a the
eriminality of their g moalern - B

1t was natarad that bty cen o bonbl keep np thes
excitement, and diveet it st §obticd adversavies for
their own elevation, 4

A iU was quite aatarad el reenshoeld be G|
i,

1! . oy . N
et vaews, arediions

Al these conshlerstions st b S iwlulgent 1a
the feelings of others, At e pepressing g
own,

Indigration is natared wlea we Ty the sodinlg
which we betoiy res sod o2 poan T
wdetestuble vrangy S0 W @ wery elasion L
ed to ask with worath, heooa _|l-.|:‘ AT A
a toul mupder  ave b et d Uy muonns, aned
that they were inzmol 0 by B entle
mard persersion bL L Tead
on this aceount, calricg v abserd shea U ek o
the trie tenzisof wsnei v st whote members wepes
wen who, have for sges, ben ditegihad ey vies
e, for patristisg, doutorsiobess, sad ehurityeand

Looan unil a
HET TN | {inzz:‘\m: Lhiy,

achich now contains som ef (hose ezt eelehrnted for
religion, morality, and worth, pions mmi-ters of the gos-
pel, wpright pugisiides, ten of S peadaasivns exeni-
plary in their Tes s e aeluet? Mizht onutet as well
aseribe to our Lely eebio s erns ol those wheyin
ol times, bave, by thow o wosry il enthustestie
zeal, comuitt d oo, Celevastatim w the !
name of @ God ot mevey el peace” et us, ey bro-

i
. . M 1

thenn, tene i Tl co et et s Tt gt 1 .
|

vl e e

ot}

mutisds o oue eeder, thiv sl e e
that eondd Loy by any quo’ndads ;
tions, he by e opervarbod sone o alury [
in bumble seknowledgment o W daone geooadnens, |
which Las inspieed the brothe thomt witde sueb o sovae 0t I

i

H

By et L ey
Tet in tend

their duties e masons s wen, thatthey iy chadiongs
a eansprrison wath suegrad munber o any ek
professivu, fur vbedivnee to e baweg b pretrneonr
of all public dntics, and the praeio o Lt ¥t .
Let us pray for the contintine ot He wod, that we
e b pers wad alepel ot oroaa.,
py, Letthe eirenmsionees o thie thues b onsellae ol
motive forus (o walsh Syer gnr conduat, teitnpe o e one
lives, give no cwmse for sustecion, md, 4 slaein, ;
cthier defence, let LU answer 13 our calninidost b
OUR LIVES.

Companions snd brethrrnr When Tshall hve b
beter sequainte] with the afdes of the goend gran
ehapter, und with the siumtioa sl the seved Totar ¢
chapters aader i jurisdation, el sl e
munieations s Lthok the go o ol fvviney oy toa
qlli!‘c. Adding now Ul'._!}\\]\?ﬁ ealiatiodr o, bl 6 he
temsted by the ux:mlnphv ul v ehooio 5t the ~”f~"5""‘i
interferense in politied paetisy b yone prab g oase
individual citivens, wilont sonlsnnntos sene dod, ot
aned ehiaplers with satiers et mey intert e sl e
gront dutics, or disturh their barvess  oe cosrt doon
intn thestres for the exerciv ol pohitend e e 1
need not vege ebedionee o the ws—it s the tut e
son of onr leaternity.

6"
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 operit of Anti ry has di
i¢ extoimively ovaz the middie and sonb-
11 bas now erected itself into
& famidable political englae, which ma
« uumotdtm

T e S ST
o @ netensible purpose is {
supteemion of llnomg‘f ?:h tﬁ!ﬂ:‘ll ;i‘m
ohyeet, the propose o dislranchise a-
m.n Jily thesn for holding sny
oﬂa of profit ot bonor—and to reader
w incempetent wilnesses and JUrors, ——
Qrm operations is to make thiss
-t itical Tmh--m oblain the legis-
lative mer of the Biates—-1o elect the
Gowrsors of the Siaten—aud finally 1o
{tonirol snd wield the muw
thority of the governmea
. They are sbout 10 smemble to nominste
a candidaie for their pany, fof the higbest

ofi¢s mm the counisy, with whom of coumse:

wmu have becn made (o carry their
o inlo 1 by » aweepiug disfran-
chisemea! and pruscririon of - largo and
.?:c rablo punmn of our citizens
B Anii Masons, composed of .pn
mb, political and rehigious, are aboul iu

ratse themselves into the dignily ofa na-
tional party, without any known political

_opinions, and recom
sinet Mason

 can get,
ﬁiml intolerence aud 1he spirit of per.
ﬂimiton--mlhi! mers  demsgogue,
willing 1o catch at any deeperste chance.
And are the sober people of 1hie covntry
mwd 1o place at tho head af 1his great
nation such a maa, 'to wiald 1L deat;mesl

“!

Con we for a moment folerste the vrma-
thoa of & pejt netioua) party, upon grounda
W ‘ﬁd imm‘n o !hﬂ principles, the
rpulic of Guvernment !

ath " political
nh eiamimf

Phey have a3 posed 118 erfory an
They have exhibuted eithor it
its mmuml !mgtu i

stands axposed 1o
whefls of smiire, tho for
om of nkgiuonmi
‘men. In not all mu enough to satisf
menl, and must we add to v t}m pow
vy and the terrors of p )
r will pum:h il

umtmm the continuance of the institation,
Bt porsecution will keep it alive—make
wer upoa it snd thay will defend iv—men
-onil brave deaunciation gnd evea proscrip-
Hon s lbog do manyrdom ; the s sparit of 11
8 will ress up agminst the spnii of
Mm&mqfodmgoh :
- will vovolt ai the attempt: 1o erect a fyrar
'Ry over thais minds . snd i,
thy pacpie will sen it involves & principls
that liee et the base of all free Governmen:
,,mﬁm _uptuton shall be free fiom politienl
power as well oo logy| restraine.
Bl mxmmim the wi
* the sangi spi ehgendere
.a[r! wirld ! Wﬂl the descunds

gm!—-»“'hﬂ! creale

s sandard of religious

political tesf, against the

-ﬁnt of e Cunstitation—vivlate the
astabligh # doctnibe of con.

m” Mﬁnﬁu wmen from their prin.




ciples ;304 their sssociations by violence
% e clusion from the privileges of cit-
o - 5 A e IR
3dLavde do they know of ihe buman beart
apd of \he sp. Wit of libeny, in this cbuntry
i imagin 3, 1ho people will tolerate a-
, ical pan v, in asy schome of pow-

B Ao Lsapase resn: sints aad conditions un-
s 10 the lan'd wpon their thoughts,
aclionsor their opintons. God forbid!
Where will it ehd—- w1t freedom of speech,
-.or what I of com ‘cience will - remain,
(if men are proaciibed fn 'm pablis office for
'thele opinides of matyro ' 3nd matter,—of
ot mpralisy? : W hat 1s it but to

‘ereate & iest, 10 orect @ major iy 1010 & des-

5‘- t0 conirel out beliefm 4 ourl Gith?

Bat precil is safe’ from " seetarve zeul?—

flapoy in the sajoyment of oar ck vil sad re-
it lot we prosorveit. | i F

ing 18 wore ta bo feared than A in.
spiril; it i R0t onfy the gre\\les:

oupmry.'la public likerty, but it becume
ﬁh“_ ' and paftecutiug epint, &
Dy, aa 8L ulwdys hae ln-az,ﬂmo _
B e scvure of 1his peupie e
Vv 15 Masvary 18 Bow 10 be sacnloed oa the
alar of political ambrties, what shall next
be offered 0 » the ut
factions? [f Masoms ste to
banded over to a ruthless
vext sball be immolated? « Who  is safe or
what 16 sacred?  Who shall stay its course
ot set bounds 10 1ts power? . B
“Political parties are founded wpon the
| elementary principles of Government, and
| sepacated from all the affairs of the Church
| and all other exiraneons matter; bhut admat
| this intervention with the the private rights
of the people, and connect it with the le~
| gislation of the country, the administration
 of the’ government, and the orgamization of
 politicel parties, and soon ihere will bo'a
veligious party in politics ‘and a political
| party in religion. Politics and reli%iou'&r
i monals will mingle in every form of com-
bination, to obtain ascendancy and power.
Civil liberty can only be preserved by keep-
ing the governinent free from sll other 1n-
fluences, and that principle lics at the foun-
dation of our governmeyt. I
Theso views present themselves tin the
absiract and alwgether disconnected with
the merits of Masonry, and arc equally true
whether there be any thing in it good "or
evil. " It 18, at best, perhaps merely mdif-
ferent, having many things connected with
it that' seem unmeaning wnd absurd forins
and coremonials—unworthy the serions at-
tention of scnsible mea apnd perhaps the
age in which we live g

t has no ubject that cannot be obtained
in somo othér waysli There can be no mo-
tive for sccrecy iy a frec Gavernaenty whal-
ever thers may have boen i despoiic oues.
‘There. is perhaps no principle worih cling
g to, neae worth strugling fordli may
be abandoned without any bacrifice— it had
become almost indifferen{,Tand in a few
years would  huve bacome [obsolates = Bu!

this furnivus crusade aguinsg the members of

ithis order will rouse their fpride, = provoke
their indignation, and putithem “on their
defence, and a violent canflict will ensue,
These two p-nic:nj:u.us','lrmywl against
ehch other,! will connects themselves wilh
the great political partics ol 1he “couniry,
and thus infuse’ into the dominant party,
and 1he operations of Guvernment, s : por-
tion of  their malignant S and Bvindiclive
spirit. AR 2
But without entering into the defence
of Masonry—can_an_insiMutien that has
oxisted so long, which hns received the
sanction and | the snpportiof the wise and
good'of every country, an wluych claims
in our own the most distinguished names
lor piely, patriotism and tulents, be.foun-
ded 'in' any principles dangerous (o tho
nghis of the budy of the peopld, or injuri-
vus to public morsls? Can it have siuod
the tewt of time, \he scrutiny of g-od" and
enlightened meun, and the vigilanca of so-
ciety, if its principles are bad, 1ts pmctces
evil, or iis teadency immoral or daugerous?
Can good and virtuvus men and  citizcas
unite lur a secrel, wicked unlllvl'ul.pur-
poee, and fur what object? ™ The injurious
elfects of their precepts, or their example
upon the admynisiration of justice, or on
populur eleciions cannotl be soen or traced.
#'I'hey have no ditioguishing marks of
characiur, or peguliar hubits of life, no sys-
rem of morals of pulitical or religious prin-
ciples. i They are ot every party, of every
scct,of every prolession, ul every condiiion,
aelther belier nor wogse, nor essenliallyslil-
terent from other peoplei®l'bey Lidve the
same interests—iho sume affections ™ aud
passions—the same fnendships and hgired.
I'hey contend. vpenly and violenily with
vdach uther in personal affairs, 10 courts of

justice and " for public' uffice, = There ap-

poars in theit jutercourse i suciely, and
in their conduct 10 each atner. ratuer a
want of the brotherly love,fwhich® congii
tutes the moral besuty GlAbe order, wincn
has weized on the imayiialion and: wariied
the hearts of 50 many/of iis vularies, N
The murder of Morgan 1s an abumina
non.  But wors¢’criines have been comi-
itted 11 the pame ot God, and for U
enuse of religion, by fools and fanaics.—
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T'he critne/)s disavuwed by the society.. h
is an oujfage committed by a lew- obscure
and igdorant individuals ugainst’\ve puvlic
peacé and the law of the land." The soci

ety claim no exempiion from the laws; aud,

pretend no right or power 1o punish biguestn
uffences agaiust 1ts own laws; no such vj-
«lation has before occurred snd perbaps nc-
ver will agnin. S AF thie principles of the: so-
ciety jusufy murder, and il the murderers
are protected—if they are placed abuve the
law, by the nuinber, zeal and influence ot
ita memnbers| the1nsiitunon would be just
ly = abhorcd anciils ferimes denounced.—
There would be noThiccaxiin 10 invoke the
aid of all good men 10 exposiag 1ts pnuci-
ples and suppressing the detesiable associ-
ation; lttwould sink B under 1he general
odium. S e i o T
‘T'hore would be 'né pecessity to call 1p
the aid of pulitickl power 1o cunnect the
abusy with the business ol the General Goy-
ernment, and make it the parainount inter-
est uf the natiow = That might be' lefi 1o
:)l? law, the press; and the force of public

nion s -,"w; e h'?,é:‘%ﬁ‘-ll" i

« luis proper to distinguish beiween ths
guilt ol lawlees and ‘pr.fligate individuals,
and whole sucieties of honorable men, It
is unly upoa tnose who avow this docinne,
ot practico upon i, that the public indigna-
uva should fall.—But are the whole bud

.,fq)o country o be roused o a genctal war
4gainst & numerous, intelligent, and pow-
etfvl society, for the crime of a few illiter
ute and minguided men? ' There is an ox.
traordinry degree of excitement and .
fatuation in  the public midd in certain
quarters. But 10 suber reason, can we be-
lteve 1hat a large proportion of prolessiona)
men, snd men otherwise distinguished by
lonuoa aad family connexions, with all the
urdinery motives of interest and ambitioa,
oquld unite exicasively through our coun-
iry, fo form an nstituticn vicious in ns
priaciples and wicked in its purposes—and
altewmpt, in Lthe presence of a moral, religious
end jealous pen a couniry of laws,
¢ad with a free press, 1o execule ils nefa-
©10us schemes, and pressrve it socrets from
expasure by the dread of its punishments
sad the severity of its inflictvas? Our
porscasi kuowledge of indiviiualn, b well
#=1he yencral character of the people of our
Qouatry, forbid the iden . :

Jtiis therefore submitied 1o the gaod

ought 1o become a political affair—and the
foundation of 3 national party—and wheth-
er evils will uot grow out of it, more to be
deprecatod than those Lo be rewediod.




B XTI

i:()!‘,\ entiun

e
PP Al
PEVERIAY PR B

a2 R

AxTI ‘:_am::rc‘ We nuglucted dn ooy fast o wolico
t 3
! i

e :ﬂ“{}!.i'lit‘s
\v:;;i a1y he

voeedinga
Smor vy Giliert

‘1‘“}5&.;'1 il

Uw Unidte

ine u';(‘..(:-':\, nn \.em

tember, 1858
cqual in FETTRIEN
Tot [N
fr ti:c ita 3 v

-;..~.sm; ;

o

Gl

13

Las nolTene

e dntiswi

E2e \;ltJ'
it thene
ul;{: U-..l

[ sresationt

ls'

K]

s
swn

=

P

B

HEI

s Xt areetiong

slns 25, L.u: Tty

'»..,

(o

o1

unm.\.\.

andy 83 from

(mm:t.':“:: w.’:s ¢...‘~:ml :1:5;"8

Et
HRMEITIAN

L1 TOUNT LT, 6% 3

;,",“,14 Y wd i

5 shull L dnly notieed.)

svention whicly

trunsietion of

O auli-giiuLty W i

68




an

69



" . On fraance

| | o #7

NK IONAL ANTLMASCNIC CONVENTION,
Frow the Patriol. .
- Laltimare, Sept 26, 1531,
AtiZo LlO(‘u\, M, the delegates to thie nutional antis
masonie eonvention assembled in the suloon of the Athe-
- nieota, anil were .chu to order by the hon. judge Buet,
of New Yors; when the how. John Ruth ‘"fnru wus talled
to Lhe dmw, and the follewing ofllcura b(.;rw nomm.m,h .
were unaninously clxcsen:—-—A R

New Vork, DPresiient

!I": C. SPENCER, of
. .l(/f‘\’ RUTHERFORD, New JLI‘BU}, ist V. P
JONATHAN bI,OAI\, ,Oiuo, 2d V. P, :
. TOOTTHOGMAS BLDER, Pent, . 34 V. D )
i JOMN BAILEY, . Mass, . 4hV.P, N
o Bengaxan B ‘lL\an, . .
- . . Buwann D. Bansken, secretaries,

. o v 8. G Luavirr, ..
CaLnn L.m-.)'r,
On taking the chair, \u‘. -Siaenccr nddreased the cone
ventivn as 1010w si—
 fGeniiemen—] veturn you my thanks f'or the :i:shnguuh-
ed hkonor you huve conlerred in ealling upon'me Lo pre-
- sige over your deliberations,  While 1 t!ssu‘ust my ubi-
Iy (o discharge the duaties of the ehairy, Ehave yet Jearnt
* in the schoal o!"nnli-m'xsm\r) to decline no duty ta which
1 tnay be uhu‘ iu the prowoiion of our great wnd grows
ng canse. Dul my relisnce, gentlemen, will be on your
p wviolism and urbanity, to vender the duties of the sta-
tion light and easy. 1 ask your indulgence for any er-
rors um: may be committed, sssuring you that nothing
. " oilensive to_any member shall prou:ed from the ch.m,
- ot be permitted in the deliberations of the convention.
. Oa owtion of "My, Phelps, of Mass, voted, that ke
wredentinls of the delegates be now received und examin-
o :,d upon 50 doing it dppc'\lcd Lanl there were preseat,
- rom e

New Tlumpshire: = 1/New York < st
Maine . Xew Jersey R 4
Massachuselts 13|Pennsylvania - ¢ 19
o . Rhode Island % Ohio T 5
<o Lonaecticut Gi Muryland ~ 1

. Veratont SiDeluware
- . On motion of Mr, \anker, of Muass, voted, thal a re-
) - “gular roll of the members of this convention be now mude,
and that the state, county mul town, in \\ln.h they xcmh.,
be'fuliy designated.

On mouou of Mr. Morvis, of N, Y. mkcd that a eom-

- nittes of three be ’Ippcmicd 10" invite the ho. Chiarles

Carroll, of Currollton, to tuke a seat in this conveuntjon.
Mussts, Rutherford, of N. J. Bart, ot N, Y. and Elder,
of I"a. were ammsmul snid committee. -
- Voted, on motion of Mr. Phelps, that a commnuec of
- one from esch state be appointed to report upon the bue
siness of this convention, viz:

Thelps, of Mass, Terry, of Connecticut,

Wad, N, Y, - Lu'bu' Vernont,

Jones, * Penn, Vu.u.upool N. Jersey,
cer [allewt, TR L Slosn, *  Ohio,

Cram,  Mauine Gibbons, - Delaware, -
. }-'.mcry, N.H. Shriver,”  Muryhnd,
Voted 1o adiourn to meet n;;uin at+ P. M. Metagree-
, -\ul} o .m.;our.nmnt. Mr. Phelps Irom \he commitive
repovied on e business 1o be adopted by the conven-
tion, which was- ummmousl) aceepied.
. o motion of judge Hopkms, of New York, voted, that
1 Messes, Hopkins,of N, York, Jones; of 2, and Wil-
. “ker, of Mass. be a commilttee to wail on his hon. chief
jastice Marshall, now in'Uiis city, and request lis attend-
ance on the silting of this body.

Al Ward, trom the comnies, at the eull oflhe‘ con-
veation, submitted & repoit Mudx was reed and laid up-
on the table. .

“he president of the convention” .mnounced thie ap--
poiutment of the fobllowing camnilitees: f

On musonic penuiic, s—ilailey of 1. L Larned,
Muine, Morris, of N, Y. Grlmstmw ox Pa. aud \Vurm_r
ot Uhio

Gn judicici ‘n'cuc,aluqrs in'the case <f.710rgmc—-—§ C.
b'm.cu,ot NV, Ogle, of Pac Walker, of Mass. Glbbors,
of Del, Russell ol N Yok -

- Qu the widdrees to the peaple—Holly, of N. Y. Denn
- 0f P Leavitt of Conncaticut,

COn publishing he proceed: '—Phn.lps,m Mass. Hop-
king, of ¥, Y. gmi Foote; of N Y.

Lewin, of Pa., Uoynton,.of Conn. Bx.d\m.m,

ot'\’ Y Jenkins, ohOhm) b.m\c.,ot M,

. Whe eommilice appointed. to wail onjudge Marshall,

cveported by their Lu.-zr:;;.uythat li;c;x had seen that rv(,n-

L X (\vmn, and. \i;..\, in reply tof their invik ;E.un his honor
’ ')Oiul.x" statedd that he should leuve the city at 6 o t..ock,

. “::;':‘.mm .'.nd 1[&.-(_‘01'0 ba.\m.;blc to attend,

-and Strong of N. Y, sppeared and took Lheir scals, i .

v Y. voted te adj oum R

| On metion of Mr. St. John, of N
till 10 o’clock, to-morrow moraing. e
1 List of delegates atiending the 1 = . .-
! NATIONAL ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION, ) . N -
) Jluine,
Levi Cram -~ . Hunes Larned. B N oo
New' ]I('mjzsmr'e—-unicb Laery. - R
. Fermont. . X -
Josiah Rising - Joseph H. Brainerd . ’
Samucl Loveland =~ - Bdwaed D Burber. =
Charles Davis | T . : .
. Miussachnsetis: e : -
Abner Phelps . dobn Bailey,
Amasy Walker Mlicah H, Huggles - X

"Hiram Manly .
Gurdner Bm'bank ST
Samuel B, Barlow . L. .
Epapbras Hoyt | . - S
Nauhum Hurdy. ’ T .

Rhode Istand. L
Beojumin PP Halletz

Walter Paine, ] ir I i .

. Connecticut. I n
1lesry Ialsey [ -
Heury Terry. L .. .
Sheidon C, Leavitt. B FRIEN

“Benjamin V. French.
Stephen Qliver
Alpheus Bigelow .-
Nuthan Lazelt :
Joseph Morton

William Sprogue
George Turner

Smith Wilkinsen
John floynton
Samuel Kellogy

, New Tork. Ty
Henry Cothienl Jonathan Fervis, . . ) . -
Heury Dana Ward . Thomas 8. Lockwood T = Lo

William Howard
James Bart

Siius Stone .
Joseph Case .
Reuben Goodale g
John C. Moaorris ;
Ganmhc] il Barstow

Llijak Mx!h.r

Phineas L. Traey -
Phulo G Fuiler
Thowmas eekman
Samuel P byman ©
Samucl 3. Seward
Jumes S, Walsworth -
CWillam ILL chnrd
Churles W. lLanyg
Robert lownscud,_,r.

Samuel M. Llopkins . - i
David Russeld . A L :
‘Samuel Parteidge - 7 ’ ST
James Geddes - . . . --
Joha C. Speneer - - - s
Evert'Van Dawven © .- 7 - _
“Jeolin Bivdsall -
George 11, Boughton - z R
Samuel St Jobn o o T L
Sumuel A, Foole . ) .
Nicholas Devereaux = P
Myvon Holley - .
STy Lyade .. .
Timothy Childs
Woble D Bwong .-
William G, YVerplanek.” -

Neso Jer sc_y . ’ - oo
John Aliing I . e -
Novthrop o e :
- \William V.u.iiwpool. - O B
Pennsylvunia, : - .
’ Willium Grsmshaw w0 -
Owen Stover - ' T
Jumes Puule : o
Christian Pretz - N
_John Berrows - -7 I
Jucob Cassatt .~ 7 T ..
"Jacob B, Miller - - T
William VW, Irwin o : L -
Tobert Fuleoner - . . : . »
- Bamael Harvey . - . - L.
Benjamin Riegle . S
Umxlus Waters . i

Jolia Ruthecford
Jumes Vanderpool
John H. Voorhees

Harmun Denny

Joho R. -}OUES L
Samuel Parke .
George Smith

Thomas L lder

Sumuel Leidy

Jacob Aldter | -
Chinrles Ogle .,
b.-mud \m

o

i
Cizurlrﬁ Dickl
Willinm feister

Thoamas 11, Burrowes Rugle oSt ’ -
Thaddeus Stevens Samm] J. Packer. L : ' .-
Johia Clarke P R - e
., O)'zio. R - _ . o
Jonsthan Warner \Warren Jenking s ]

Ludda Liadly, jr. Robert Hanna T . Coe :
\«l hanicel Kidder ’.};e - . .

“ranklin Bukel — Fovier; B , L R

JonatimnS ane Ny : o

Izmsa:s(zv—Jo"m Ta}'or. ol - -

. Deleware—Jloshua V. Gibbons., t . R

vidarylond—Joln 8. Shriver, o

: Luesday, Sept. 97, 10 o'clock, A ﬁf. -
Met pursuant o sdiournment, ”
. The proceedings of )csh.r.h\ were reatl by the sceres T .
Ary. S L )
= Messes. . Qliver, of Mass. Havvey, Ieistern, R.:fvn,, ’ ’
Burrowes, Waters and Stevens, ol Pu, Baker, ol Uu.o,

A letter directed {0 the i;.x,su.unoi ihe wmm:::‘n ) ’ :
Jrom Buiauel Stevens, s delegate from N, York, was
presceated wnd Ju vl 1o Jze, x.cu\'t_nl.m) and on motion of -
Mo suwaed, m N. V. was‘ordered (o he enteved ut lurge
on the journdd of the convention,

e Leukms, of N. ¥! annouanced that chief _;us(:ce
‘.\:ar hali baving beeau usexpectedly prevented from jeave -
J the city, wouk{ su0n b in ..lmh.di to attend the de- .
rations sf the coavention, — | - -
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Mr. Huthecford, of 8, J. from the gommiuee.uppomt-
el to wait oa thie venerabie Ch:-rips (,..'«rrull,. of C‘:l!'rO”-f(;
T 2o8, wad javite him to b\; present’ at the deliberations o g
- jc conyeation, reported, i
' u':"‘i?hm the c‘omgniuec Liave secn the secrelar:y_of M
Carroll, and ave intormed ihat Mur. Curroll 1el_tllh|s eity
i e month.of June lust, {or his country residence o
e manor of Currollion, sixieen miles Fxpm Buitimore,
and tiat he is not expected to retury until the month of
{)etober nuxty that he is in good heulth, but is desivous
. w0 svoid the fatigue of journics to and from the city.
- ’ 'lLie commitice, theretore, did not proceed-ro Carroli-
B Lon yesterduy, more cspcc:a_“'ly us the weather was in-
clement, and the visit_and journey would vccupy part
two days. b - .
O:Un n’m{ion of My, Phelos, of ¥oass. .~ .
Voted, ‘That the (lme sppointed to make nomiuations
of president and vive president of the United States, be
wosinoned Gl to-morrow at 10 ’clock, A M. -
e ¥ M Davis, of Vermont, submitted the following re-

- solution; . - o )
T _ Resolved, That this eenvention will adjourn without
’ : day on Wednesday pext, the 28thdust, - L

© Updered o lie on the table. R {

Gu motion of M. Hallew, of Ru L -
- = Ppesstved, That the resolulion of this convention in-
- - yiiog the venerahle Cimr}es Ca‘rmgi, of Car:’g!!mn, to
0 ) be present ut the proecedings of .thas convention, toge=
s thes with the report of the commilles appointed oa that
R resolution, be teanseribed and certified by the officess ol |
this convention,.and eommunicated to My, Carroll, .-
© Nre Burt, of N. Y, ealled for the reading of the rules
and orders of this convention, which weve accordingly
reaids . R . . .
Clief justice Marshall, introduced by 3. Ilopking,
- of X. Y. appeared in the hall, in pursuance of thu.invi-
tution givea him, and took a seat to atiend the deliberas
_tions of the convention, o -
M. Hallet, from the committee sppointed to report
. on the construction of musonic penalties, Xe. made a re-
s . pori, which was read and Lid on the table. .
R - “The president from the sommittee appointed to pre-
- , pare & beiel history ol Judnciul.x:rocecdmgs, &o. made B
: . report, wiclh was ¥ead und luid on the tble.
D Counvention adjourned to four o’clovk, £ M.
Lour o'clock, % M. Convention met pursuant to
adjournment. o o R
. Messes, Mike aud Fowler, from Olbio, appeared und
took Lhuir scuts, N - A . A
.- B + Fhie reports of the committees:on the construciion of
o N wasonie penalties, sud on the history of judicial pro-
o . ceandings, being under, consideration, & dJdebate. ensned in
which Brossrs, Foote, of N Y. iiallett, of R. L Ward,
of N. Y, Muuwris, of N. Y. Seward, of N, Y. Walker, of
Aluss. and Uarvey, of Pa.took part, : .
- - Mo, Novthrop, of No Jisppeared. and took his seat.
I The reports on the consteuction of masonis penalties
: and ou the history of judiciul proceedings, were ordered
L . ta be printed, v
g Ou watiun of M Jones, . .
Reselved, That s committee of five be appointed to
. renort on dhie exient (@ which the principles ol free ma-
. sancy are political, and opposition 1o them by an orgun-
: - iscd politiea]l party. ! R ) -
Messis, Jones, of Pa.-Seward, of N, Y. Sloane, of
Lo, Nailey, of Muss. Emery, of N. H. were appointed

suiil somnittee, : .
T . “T'he convention adjourned to nine o’clock to-morrow
c B R <N i H o .

- v Weduesday, Septs @8,
-Met pursaantte adjournment. N

.Mz, Wi, Vanderpool; ‘ot N, J. appeared and took
hlagent, - R Lo R : .

X - Me, Seward, of N. Y. submitted the ollowing presms
. o (ble snd resulatdon, wiieh weve read and pussed,
Hhereasy Wi, G. Verplanck, of Bullston, Saratoga
county, N. ¥, a delegate originally appointed by the
S .| state conveation of the state of New York, has since the
o iast adjonrnment, srvived in this eity, having been detain-
ed by sccident on his jowmneye Anj ..
JFhereus; "The placeof said. Jelegateshas been suppli-
ed us a vacauey:” . to

- e aseataxan honorary member with. thie privilege of
- participating -in:the:debates, but. wot in the votes. of Uiy
.- L CONNETOR.- . - - . . .

¢ BIr. Samuel Jo Paicker, of P, .was-also.admitcdtic as
- - seut:in-the.convention s accordunce willl the afortgaing.

.

- . dlesolved; Uhatssaid W, G ¥erplanck be adinired-

On motion of Mr Phelps, of Mass, o .- R
The resolution relutive tu the nomination of president, - LT
&c. was re-considered and ameuded, 5o is to strike out
that part requiving the convention 1o go inte coimmilies, . N
of the whole for that purpuse, - o
Oun motion of M. Waulker, of Mass., X - .
Fosed, "o procecd to ballot for candidates for the ofv. o -
fices of president and vice president of the Uuited Stutes, . -
Messrs. Phelps, of Muss. antt Stevens, of Pu were

appointed by the presicent tellers o receive and count ’ T
the'votes.  ° B : . - R

The convention- then proceedesd to ballot for presie -
dent. - - -

AMr, [Tambly, of Pu. being absent, on’ motion of ‘V‘." Lt -
Irwin, of Pa, &lr. Packer was adnutted to vole in'his ~ 7 B
stearl, - - - - . i Lo

a1r. Phelps, one of the tellers, reporied as followst— .

- Whole number of voles. covvoens s wessrolll

Necessary 108 ch0iteearerioantverrressaes on 8%
CFAdlicm Wiard of Maryhule s ecvendvvannsa 0108 0 . :
-+ Richard Rush, of Pennsylvaning. o vavicvnnas 1 i -
B 1 TS U R
T The president announced the vesult, and deddured - 77 7 ..
Willism Wirt, of M. duly nominated ps the sntiomas L
sonic candidate for the presidency of the United Stutes, - - )
© Oun motion of My, Stevens, of Pa, - . . . T -
| Itesolved wnanimously, That Williaim Wirt, of 31d. be o BN
“wominated as the anti-masonic candidate fov the office ) - -~ ©
of president of the Unlted Stutes at the ensning election, -~ ‘ ’
| ftesolved, "fhat 2 committee of three members be ay-

i pointed to communicate the preceding resolution to M

{ \Wirt, and to request his acceptanve of the above nomia

nation. Mlessrs. Rutherfonl, of N, J. Sloane, of Olio,

and Elder, of Pu. were appointed suid committee.
The convention then procecded to ballot for vice pre-

sident, - . - .

Mr. Stevens, one of the tellers, reported as follows: |
Whole numiber of votesgivensevivvviiaresn 110
» Necessary 10 8 cholee. s varvvrniiinsveeinrines 83
Jmos Blimaker, of Penlie v fonsneaninesd8 - L R :

Johu C. Spencer, of New Yorkewasveosvsneavedd | 0o o

Y 1 PO | !

The president announced the pesult and declared

Amos Ellmaker, of Pa, duly nominated as the anti-mim .

-sonic eandiate for viee president of the United Suites, T
Oun wotion of Mr. Phelps, of Mass. B . :
Resolved, unaninously, Thal Amos Ellmsker, of Pa, | .

be nominated by tie convention, as the anti-masonic --§1 -

candidate for viee president of the United Swates, at ihe

eusuing eleetion, ; . : ’ I .
Resotved, Thata committee of threé members be ap. ~ 1 . . -

pointed to communicate’the resolution sbove to M. Elle ¢ 7.

maker, and request his ucceptance of the above nomi- - |

nation.  Messres, Baily, of Mass, Lyman, of No Y. und

Shriver, of Masyland, were appointed sand commiitee. | - 7 =
On motion of Me. Morris, of N, Y. o aa
Atesolved, unanimousty, That a committee of theee

members be appointed 10 express, by written communi- '

eation, to the hoa. Richard Rash, of Pa. the profounsg -+ " - I

sense of this convention, of the pastviotisny, prinvigle and ¢ - | . b

firainess which dicisted hLis eloquent exposition of the .

evils of free masonry, and their high sporeciation of the . -

ficial resuits which it cannot fal to produce. Messes,

benef
Morris, ol No Y. Denny, of Pa sud Gibbons, of Lelue 7 .
ware, were appointed said comnittee. i - o
Mr. Ruatheviord, from the vommitlee appointed to L
wait on Mr. Wirt, Ko, reported that the committee had : ’
performed that duty, snd that Le would'sead a wriken L
comaunieation to the cgnvention 3 olclock, Py M, - -
. Gaowntion of Moy Hapkins, of No Y., B .
| Jlesulvedy wnentmensly, TThat the thanks of this con- R
ventiony Lie presented o those citizens of Daltimore at ’
whase expense (his convention has been accommodated
with ilie use of the spleadid hadl of \he Atheneum, and - . " .
thag this couvention hnve [eh peeudiar pleasuce in receive’ - '
ing such a proul of hospitality from the hnhabitanits of -
tliay elegant mial polishied cityy and thatthe president of B
Lis convention be reguested to transmit a copy ol this
resoiuticn Lo the muyor-of this city. .
Un snation of Moo Torser, of RO L . : .
ftesolved, That the presulent of 1his’ convention be .
requested 1o present x vopy of the printed proceedings
of this, and ol tht ant-measonic convention held at Phi C
“Ladelplids Lust year, o the president snd viee president K . -
of lke United States, to the ex-presidents of the United [ -
Stutes, to the hends of the seversl depsrtments, to the -
hion. Joha Slarshall, chiel-justice, and to each of the . . .
Jjustices of the supreme court- of> the United States, 10 LT
X ih : governors of the severalstates of the union, to gen, : Do
Fadbuyetie, to the veaerable Charles Carroll, ol Carrolle : : -
ton, to the mavor of the city of Balumore, to the tius- ’
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tees of the Atheneum of Baltimore, and to such other
disUnguished | Ah()i\&\tUnsE ol this country, as Le may deem
ex; u.(ln i,

On e cansideration af this vwomwm a debnie ensti-
cd, i owlhich Mesars, " n.:mr, of It i Vauderpaol, of
Wodldisitan, of 1L Plelps, of Mass. Denay, of Pa.
amd Miter, of Pl task pot

Al Budley from the commitice 1o waib on Mr, Bllma-
ku‘ repor led that e cumttieg had performed the duty
sssigned thew, snd that M Blloaker \:.omd nhmi)
ronke a Lmnmmnmlmn o the eonvendon.

Ad_;ournui wh odock I M. D -

Sc’/»le’llbe?' 28, 5 e’cleck, D, I,

Met pursuant’lo seijournment, o

DMy \\’.x.n., Tom thie committee on resolutions, made
a repart which was twice read sid unauimansly adopted,
’ ,\'cﬁsx‘s. Foote, Foller aud Hoekins, of Xo Y. Thalley,
ot R Lound Stevens, of Pa, s\,\u.da" addressed the cons
yeolion in support ni lhu zc-m]mmm.

Bl Sewand, ot No Y. subrndticd e foliowing resolus
uc;.s which were read nid passed uxmmmcmsl\.
eoolved, "Uha the commitice of linance bé suthorise
Y m pray uver aay surpdus funds which miay remain in
thedr fiauds, towards the expuenses of the nstionud corres-
potdhig conpmitice 1o be distributed by the publishing
Lm!,mnh.e .

Jiesorved, That tic thunks of this convention be re-
tarnedt (o the natiound \.f).xls&mn(.m;; commillee {or the
tuithiud disclipe ol ther dutes duving the past yesr,
and thut this conventinn entertain a-prolound sonviction
that the resnlts of ther labors wust be eminently bene-
ficisl to the_ canse of unti-masenry,

The report of the natwnal corvesponding committee
was eslled up and ordered o be printed,

Adjourned to 8 o’cluck this evening, .

[The further p:‘uu:uliny ol this cunvention, to its

adjourntaent sine die, wore puhhahad i U ost REGIS-
TER.)
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“traeting thove is justie ofiice of president of the Unite

NWATIONAL ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION.
Weeesity, in the mechanical s:cp;u':n:.vn:'nt' cur busi-
* gess, wad the e elose of the weels, {oruids u present
Finsertinn of the regulae mainnigs of thiy conventiog with
& st of the mewhers attending, Keo—bul these are ehicle
Iy matiers ur record ouiyy not Wil not !G§t any {rerl OF
G inlerest by titiie duluy—the neople, ;;c:'.w;;;-”\_‘.’,
¢ chicfly soscerucd in the l'c&ﬁlt‘, '.-;n:chx shuii Lo
stated below. it may be sulliclent Lo ghserve il '.mr;u.‘c
1% delegates atenided—Dlussachasetts, New Ln‘;'k s
Pennss lvania being faily represenicd—that on Josday
the 261h; the convention was organized by ‘.Esc appaint-
unent of Juny C. Seaveon, esq. of New York, us presi=
‘dent, four Viee presidents and 88 pishy scereluries; anitl
that seversl eommitives wore :lp;.mni_c(%, Sce—thint on-
Tuesday, the 27th, various reporis ol the comaniiees
were presented and aceupted, wnd etk nmu.-;r‘.lfli)“{nh
siness abivnded to—and that, on Wednesduy, the 281,
Wipnian Winr, of Maryland, was vominated ss presi-
dent of the Ul States, sl Axn5s LLidake, of Peup-
sylvapia, as viee president; c;»ch receiving 148 votes o
the 111 snembers prescol—ufter which, and in cunclu-.
sigay the fallowing proec_cdmgs were hmk.. R
Autivied meli-masonic convention, S2it, 28, .
© Zeeselved npanimuusly, That S i W T Ma=
ryland, be nominsted us the auli-musonic cathiiiate for
the ofiiee of president of the United States at the cusue
ing cleetinm . . e
Atesolved, Thut a comniitee on three members uc‘..p-
nointed (Weommunieate the precedny resolution to Al
Iive, aud request bis aceeptance ol Ll{c wbove noming-
Q&1 N . ..
My Hutherford, of X, Jersey, Mro Slosn, of Obis,
anel DT Bider, of Pennesy Ivnnin, were appoited the said
Brigicy,
wi‘\l the iecting of the canvention at § o‘c!lr?ck, 17, AT
the Fobowing comamunication fron Me, Wirt was ree
segived: .
Gongi s wens The snsnimans resolution of the “aution-
al snti-nwasonie couvention’™ sssembled sl this pluee,
ponvinsthior me as their sadidate for the ofice of presi-
dent of Lee United States, st the ensuing clection, is an
Jronor vy arateful 1o nie, 58 o oot of coulidence frvin
$0 rUs|n e a body, aml quite as u_ncx;;ca;t.cri us it 8
gesteful, My pursuits, hubils snd dachuations, huve
pomoved aue 50 far cam the polites] excitemenis sl
contentinns of the day, and §{ know 5o well, (e 4 elose
3 t
4 !

‘ . oo A A 1t "
personat hservsiion of Uwaive joars, how liltic of o

H
!
States, 1 any nea who vaines s owapesee, 'J_:u: Howas
as fr removed from my wishes as my expeeiiions,
it woukld oveur to xny pavtion of wy fellow cilizens o
present iy pame 19 (e gonside ating of my enuntrymen
{or that office,  Not anly huve | rever seught the oilice,
but 1 have, loag sied, touked atil with e more of

deend than of, desive, being fully awate ol iis festul res
sppasibilities, and a1 G sl dl{!?ﬂn“s‘.l"ﬁﬁl] hy past ex-
pertenee, that wo degree of purily and rptc,l:ge:;cc that -
ean be excrled in the dischmrge of Us duties,<an protect
its poscesatr fvam salstepresentation aud aspersion. -
Give e loave 1o adil, gentlenien, that one of the last
quarters feom which [ could huve antivipated sush aa
hionor, 13 the snti-masoenie convention; hecsuse, adnpte
ing, {(too hastily, Lam happy to find), the curreat vu-
mors of the diy, T hud supgosed thet the very principle
of yonr union was o war ol indiscriminaie pruseviption
agsinstall pursons divonghiont the United Slates, who
bud ever borne the e ol masen; that vou would put
fronomioution no person who lew] ever been 1 mason
timsell, and wies would nst, moveover, pledge himsell
to become a pacty 1o such o war ol indiseriminate ex-
terminglion, sud wield the appnintig power of the
offtce under your dictation: who would net, in short, be-
come the pregident of ¥our party, iastead of heing the
president of the United States, 1 am hapyy to find that
this is an errer; for 1 should have been grieved for my
countiry, to sce the rise of any party that shoutd affeet
Lo seize upon the reins of government, and, through the
ageney  of an antominton president, to direct its powers
tu the viudietive purposes of party proseription and per-
seettiony and Ishould be gricved, Tor myself, to lewrn
that thiere hsd been uny thing In my life and cliavacter
that could mark me eut as a fit Instrament fov the exe-
cution of such a purpose, Lam reficved from bouls these
apprehiensions by fearuing, sinee your assemblyge here,
thut you have uo other objeet in view than, in ¢lleet, to
aszaet the supremney of the inws ol the Inut, that you
scek to disturb no portion of the penceuhle und virtwous
citizens ol our country i the enjoyment of those sociul
rights whiel are secured to them-by  their constitution
and Luws, but on thie conlrery, that the principle which
Liass embodied you; is one of sulldefence, in the enjoy-
vrment of -these rights; that Laving beeome convineed by

g

fthe izelosures made under outhy, by pumerous and re-
peelable witnesses, i the trinls which have been agitat-
ing the state of New York, for several years, :\nrt’l by!
¥our juvestigalions consequent ou those diselosures,

that ".I:e masonic soeiely has breome a tremendous po-
}im;:u snging, with the power and the disposition to sct
E i

Az Juws of the Tand &t deflanee, 1o mark out aiid sacei-
fire ite vietims wt pleasure, and with bepunity, and to
silence ol individual opposition by the mvsterious ters
rors which it difuses Uionghont e co:"nmuniu, you
duve come to the determination 1o root out this noxious
Castitution, if vou can, by the use af all the fhecceahle
Legal, und constinmione] menns in -your jmzbe:{; that lhe;
maost elleetive monus of his character which s nre=
sented itsell to you, is by the exercise of yeur cleetive
franchise; that deeming every man unfit for office, who
in apeerdunce with e principles established on the tei
calsin New York, considers Lis maso
1 g::(:o!ys ai superiorto his nb!ig:uians Lo the coustitution
-..u;;. la\‘:? o‘lthle!co?uu-y, you will suphort no man for any
oliice who « al prigeiple, or ¥ {6 .
LBy whaoee p:lgnc?plkl-dflp;s!?t;:gtt'\ :Ll ot e et

e : s tat you consider a'man’s al-
I‘:gl 'nc«’: to hzfs country his !‘li:t;hcm. eurthly obligation,
and il no pesa s it Lo be rusted with one of the o
ces el L country who witl permat 8 doubt to rest on
te fact of his altegisnce. These 1 understand to be
your prineiples, ol 1 see nothing i’ them  whieh does
arot comnend them Lo every mun whose mind and hest
are souml: for tiere can b no question amone rearonn-
ble mun, that i 2 free government ke ours, the come
stitution aud laws see our only sovercigng thiat the penee,
r)l'(!c.r, prosperity aud depniness of our pe ! 3
on tw stemly,

8 d ople depend
ol and elfecteal admimistration o
our Laws; thal any scerel society which, by the lorce of
tnysterious mithy and obligations, and by the extent of
fts combinubion, seeks to dsturh e action of those
Inws, Lo set them ol definnee, to ride over and eontrol
themy Lo usurp the goverament, to hold the lives, peace

., 1 e 5y 2 1
und happluess of susiety at their merey, and to estyle |

s i t cand unintiated, |
18 a poitieal monster o8 fewfol as the fmdsidle ribunal’

e of Spuing und ouglit to

Lish weegn of wervor over the imtisted un

of Gevrmany, o the inguist,
be extirpuiad, without dulay, by the use ol wl the penie
able mends’ which tie consiiiution ned hass of our coun-
try Luraish, 1 o further sure thet, i our eountry, it
33 but necessary to establish the fvet of the existence of
,wu!lu @ seeiely to insure its annibilstion.

Bty gentbemsen, although your resolution asks of me
no pledgesof promises, yet” the name and style of the
conventon from which it proceeds, the anfi-masonie
co.-mfu:rau, may e considerad buth by yourselves and
sur fellow citizens, at large, ag nccessarily involving by
implication such promises nnd pledges, anu i1y wierea-
fore proper that b should be perfeetly-open and candid
with you, that there muy be no misapprehension bea
tween vy and that you may be able to diseniburrass
yourselves at onee, by ehanging your naminution, if yua
fnd et you huve neted under mistake in passing this
resalution, ’

| -
Vou must naderstzndd, then, if you are not already sy y

prized of ity thay in very enrly life, I was mysell inj
tintedd into the mysteries of free masoury.  Dluve been
told by masons that my eves were veveropened, bedause
L never took the master’s degrec: Lut my curivsity nee
ver led nie U fir——nud; b hough, L soon diseontmued
my sttendunee oo lodgey, (oot baving enteread one even
from curiosity Tor more than thirty vears, I believe) it

- proceeded Irorm 5o suspicion on my partthat ihere wasany

uhing criminalin the institution, or any thing that placed

its members, in the slightest degree, in collision with
thele allegiance to thedr country und: its laws.  On the
conteary, having been before ney initintion, assured by o
geatizman, in'whom I had implicit eonfidener, ithat there
was nothing in the engagement which eoahd alleet ehther
my relizion or polities {wiueh [ considered as compres
hending the whoele range of my duties, civil aad redie
gious, and a8 extending vot to the fizst denree only i
to the whole musonic order} wund being-further inlormed
that many of the most iMustrious men of Virginia, with
genersl Washinglon at their hend, bejonged to that ore
der, anid Ind taken the degree of muster, L id not be-
leve that there could be my thing in the institation at
war with their daties a3 patriots, men and christians; nor
Is it yet possible for me (o believe that they could have
understood the engagement as fuvelviog any sueh-crimi
nal obligations, I have, thenee forvard, continaally re-
gurded magonry as nothing maore than a sceinl and chirs
itable elnb, designed for the promotion of good feeling
amoug its members, and fer tle peeuniary reficf of
their indigent brethren. I have, Indecd, thooght very
fittle ubout it for thivty years, . It bl dropped vem my
mind so completely thnt § do not believe 1 shwald have
Leen #ble Lo gain ndinittanee inte any lodge ot wll stpfe

nis vuths and obe. .
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in their exsminations, where ! oheuld huve had to de
pend alone on my memory; and 8o lille consequenee
did I oattach to ity that whenever masonry has been ovee
stonally introduced 28 a suljeet of couversating, 1 he
felt wove disposed Lo smile thaa o [rown,  “Dhinkay
thus of it, uothing has more suvprised me thau to see
bluwn into  eonsequence in the porthern wnd easiers
stales as a politienl engine, and the whole commonity

~excited against it as an allioe of serious importance. |

had heard, indeed, the general rumour that Morgan fid
Yeen kidnapped and very probably nuuedered by magony,
for divulging thelr seercts: bt Leupposed it to be te
set of a few jgnorant and ferocious desperadoes, moyed
hy their own tmpulse singly, without the sanetion o
tuowledge of their Jodges; nnd bus Uunking, 1 jave
repeatedly  and continuadly, both in eonversution” and
Letters of triendship, spoken of maseary aml anti-masai-
ry as o fitter subjeet f0r farce than tragedy, and huve
been grieved at seeing some of wy friends involved i
what appeared (0 me 2ueli-a wild and bitter and unjus!
persestition agalnst so harmless an jnstitution)as freg.a-
sunry, [ have thoughit and repeatedly said that ] consider
ed musonry ag having ne more to do with polijes the
apy-one of the numerous elubs s humorously ecles
beated in £fe Sprectator; and thst with regotd to the erin?
“in Morgan’s case, it wus quite as unjust to charge tis
on musvury w3 it would be to ehurge the private dddine
queneies of some professing chiristians on christianity it
self. Thus 1 have thought aud thue  have comtinually
spoken nod weltten ln my private lettecs (o several of
wmy friends, It was notuntil the period of your assere
bimg here, that on the oceusion o) a Iriendly visi feom
one of your inembers, and my tukieg the liburty to rodif
I on the excessive zenl which had been exeited on &
veeasion so nadequate, that he plueed before me o deted
0! some of the proceedings on the trinls of the conspis
ratury ngningt Morgan: when, {ov the first time, 1 ov
the masonis ouths us established by the testimony bath
of adirering antd seceding masons on the trials in Ne?
York, I ohserved that i one of them (ealled the rers)
‘arch) the canditlate sweara among other things it 1t
will nld and assist a compunion royul areh masey indi*

twess, and capanse bis ciuse so far as th extricate him
Trowm the sawe, 1 in Lis power, whetier he be right or
wramigy snd that he will eoneead the seerets of 4 compa-
mion royal areltniasan given hin in charge as sneh, mapr
der and troaset vet sweehted; and Ja other ouths, i still
higler degrees, Dalso observe that the, enndidate binds
Bmsell 1o avenge the vielated scerels of the lod
the niliction ol death on the offender, and
< the wrongs of & brodier 10 L

e wihole

ge by
1o revenge
s i ubmosl extremily g ol
wixed up with the most horrible imprecations

autt blasshiemous mockeries of the rites and lenels ol
- the ehristiun religion,

fu the details of the trials in the cuse of Morgan it be-
game nanilest that these oaths are unt donsiderer! by
umsc_w’un mpese anid wke them as mere idle and tee
mhing Wordsy but that they ave viewcd as solemn ob-
Jigations which ave to be practically eutorced, nod which
i the ense of Morgan there is too wuch rewson o biea
Lieve were ragically enloreed,

o ; Aceording to the ree
ports of Gie Jetuils of that weind as givea st some of your
tner meetings, and given at grestee length at 3‘om-
meetings n.this ey, (st one of which, in ecommon with
vther eitivens, I was present), those oaths sare unders
stend Tierally, and [terally enforeed; and, secording (o
ihe exhibition af e cvidence mude in those rewn?*ls.
Sl conspiracy againgt Morgan. was not, &s has been
commonly supposed, the set of a low ignorant wen,
slenc, but was engendered io the lodges themselves
vudoreed nader their divection and supported at Ui
- eapensey the sonspliacy embracing, 'within its sWeep
wen of all degrees, men of the learncd professions l':u':
mers sud wnechanics; with, too iueh resson 1) bc’iicve
tint the sceret energy of the imusunic spivit bad entered
sl polluted even the temples of justice; and with the
sost demoastiative proof that the persons who had en-
tered iato these nohatlowed oaths, considered their ale
. lﬁ;mg\cc 0 lhf: Touges as of Ligher osligation than theid
sllegiance to the laws of their country,” If this be ma-
iy, 88 aceording 1o Uiis uncontrudicted evidence it
seens 10 be, Thive. no hesitation.in, saying, that | cons
siad At war With-the lundamental” privciples of the
wckd vompast, as treason against sotiety; and a wicked
souspivacy againstthelaws at God and reuny whieh vusht
1 be pat down, . A

Eul gentlenien, this was uot, amnd coald not be masanry
‘s alerstood by Washinglon,  The thiosg is impossible,
The suspicion would beparricide, ' Nor can 1 believe
b i Ui guarter of the union with'which | sm best ac-
auiinted, inteliigent men of nigh and honotable character,
ey have been drawn in to ke these shocking and
nunious ouths, can consider ticms us paramount to thelr
duties to theiv God wad their country, It is true that

- witer the praetioal exbibltion of musonry which we have

B i New York, uo masn of common prudence cun
sleep over tiese discoveries, and will take care in every
renwse of dunbt o foquire. But both justice anid prudence
derand diserimination: for the powers of a president
‘vight nat, W my opinion, to be prostituted (o the pur-
pose of » blind and unjust proseription, involving inuo-
cence sl bonor with guilt and weason, «ud no man is
wirihy of & nomination to this Ligh’office in whosge judg-
went wid putriotism, conlidence connot be placed {o
niike the proper distinction betwecn them,  In the view
ol wil honorable men he would deservedly become an
whicet of disgust, it he eould stooy o commit Limself
Ly any pledyes, inu cuse like this, as the priceof his
Bolnitution, SE T -
Howith these views of my opinions, it is the pleasure
ulyour convention to change the nomination, I ean as-
wire you very sincerely thae [ shall vetive from it with
wemore Bleasure tun [ oshould'sceept its It on the
contrary, 1 be their ehoice to abide by it, I have only
L add, that in s governmwent liKe ours, { consider no
siren wl biberty 1o reject a nomisation by so respectable
4 Ltnly, upon personal considerntions.
Be tie final determination of your convention what it
may, b oslwll ever retain a gratelul sense of the honor
cunterved en me by this nominution, and { beg the ant-
nEsthie convenlion o seeept Lhe nssurance of my re..
Apeetior them and for their eause. I do not address
tem as 3 party, beeause 1 noderstand the priucijle of
it tuion 10 De, 10 wssert the supremacy of the laws;

which I trust is and ever will be the sacred and immuta- .

ble prineiple of our common country. WAL WIR'T,
Hessra, Rutherford, Stoan and Llder, commitice of
the national anti-mosonic convention, .
Raltimerey Sepr. 28, 1851,
The communication liaving been read, the following
reselution was adopted; - ’
In the narfoncl anli-masonic conventivi,
Bulibuere, S8ih Septenber, 1851,
Nesolved unanimnusty, Thnttheanswer of the hon.
Wizzrax WIRT, to the resolution of this convention,
nominsting him as a eandidate {or the presidency, be

eatered on the minntes of this convention, -us purt of

its procecdings, and that this convention recommend (o
their fellow citizens ithroughout the United States, a cor=
diul aud vigorous support of Mr. Wiir, at the next
cleclion, as the wnti-masonic candidate, for the office
ol president of the United States.

Lesolations -of sunilar’ purport were unanimously
adopted by the convention, neminating Axos ELnmarzy,
of Veunsylvania, as the suti-musonic candigdate for the
affice of viee president of the Unital Stutes: And, for
the appointinent of & committes 10 bonounce to bim the

noinination, :

At the meeting of the convention, at § o’clock P 2.
the following communicstion was received from M.
BLLMARER: - ' .

Daltiniare, Scpiember 28, 1831,

Jessrs, Juin Daily, John 5. Shriver L

and Samuel JA, Lymaon. :

"GENTLEMEN:—] acknowledge , with much satisfuction
the friendly manner in which you have communicates
the two resolutions this day adopled by Uic natioazl
anti-masonie copvention: one, nominaling me a3 the
anti-masonie candidate for the vice president of the Uni-

ted States at the ensuing elcction; the other, appointing

you o commitiee 1o communicate the preceding resolu-
tion to me sad Lo request my aveeptance of the nomina-
tion. :

L know well, my humble pretensions (o be a candie
date for that high office. Duta zedous aud firm ate
tachment 1o the esuse ol anti-masonry, will not permit
a refusai of the womination. I, therelore, accept it,
©AWith great vespeet, 1 ain, gentdemen, your obedient
servant, ’ . AMOS BELLMARER.
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Llie communieation having been read, a resolution of
like import with that above set forth in the ease of Jidr,
17ty was unanitously adopied by the conventicn,

e couvention then proceeded to the transiction of
other business conneeted with the objeets in view,

M. FHedey from e commitice charged with that
duty, reported au addressto the people of the United
Sistes, which wuas vead and uuanimously adonted, and
ordercd 1o be published.  This addeess though cecepy-
ing upwards af an bour in the reading, was listenud o
with the mnst profuund attention by the sudicoce
Several nivmibers muade pertinent and sbile"speechic
Fhich they spoke of it in warin and glowing terms, coni-
plimented the authior on the research and ability diere-
i displayed, - .

A resolution was oflered by Afn Phelps of NMass,
and adopted, recommending s uational anti-masonic cone
vention 1o be held i September, 1535, in e city of

Yashingion, unless otherwise orderad by the centrsl
committer of correspondence.,
A vote of thanks was passed in favar of t

he eantral
committce of correspondence, and for the continuunce of
their appointment Ul sfter the next presidential election,

A resolution was unanimously wloped thanking the
president of the convention for the ability and imparti-
wiity displayed I the dischiarge of his duties, to which
he responded jnan eloquent and Jeeling address, A
vote of ihanks was also passed in faver of tie oul
cers 0f e convention, tor the promii ond able nanoer
wmoowhich they had discharged thar
About 12 ai night, the convention s

swsigned duties,
Hourned sine die



http:cntion.to

wt, we m el be
\ﬁ%m-hﬁmmnuon,‘ T

‘lpccml <ol fide e
incu hetc»

2 ;*Ou no
ndcrmkcu to' ondemu
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AV c, umbcots 8 Ours opuuon—nfvlhé ‘Anti-
anom hmulwcn r-u:—d _bystlic intg p\’bcandmgs
ol lhmn ('ommuhou al lhlumurc.. We ue by
the u-tc::iibn ‘iv]uch' thov’“h.wo r e-'ol: ﬁ'ii Eﬁhdx-

- dawrthuvlmmcmm‘h not thmr’oh]ect S and by
i voto. Jn(' 108 owt of-u],-lhqvhamcmﬁed to"tu.
i thc snmg nmunot' 'lh\LntJmnn.ahc;mu.Nu-

Wil Re '[lmt,,bcmo.lhc.cnm, L
nppenru it thd Com ention in Dcccmbut that Nr.
CLavis dc,culull) thc cl.oxco of the National Re-
pubhcnn-, ¥we hiaves a ‘protly confident Inopc that
lhc Anu-um-ons will yet laml thmr fm'cc whem llu

bo. “9“;4 gbt or dmmpnct w Mr \Vlnjr - for that
prcl'..reuicc, Judgmg from our owu‘l' , 'ngl ln tln.
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fau-zdusl T e
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thos nngnm nnd pun& "of thc 11081 duquvm and

10 lxrow‘rw\hhglu upon )t .‘bllﬂ'” 1uot, how-
oven, hnlL the \nnh;ﬂ of | nny ol ouc friendyawho
dcmm m ghlcuss the uuluccl m our columnl, BO
long !lb o can ﬁml druont for lhonr commumcu-
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l (5 Ctn’ ‘fnends both east' and west) are-taclinl to
s¢¢ him become su’ cnnduhte fortihe Scmte, instead of
the’ Premlcnc? “Can “Wliere” be mronger proaf (hit s
protpfcu focd ;c’]..ucr are hope Ien.-x\ o &muinrd

mnnsJ lm! -cer(mnly wnll not endurse n lw lruc
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tion'to the 'woﬂd ofthexr mcenly and good faith
in recommeudlng b}m forjhe higher office Uir <
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“ihay, ofi-times temperind with sarcasm
b8 sojmt reflections, excite nslriendly
fisitag nmosg brethren of the same family,
eévedy, promoting disseaticns sod divi-
M,ja driving still more  dist

oF recencllistion.

opponsdis uf the present adiministra-
i ¥ rather, to the ro-elaction of Gen.
Jacksot-—and thal courss will doubiess he
Sdopiad by the Hepublican Najioss! Uep.
wentios width is soen Lo sgsembie at Balfi-
moreTodbe da of this bodp, com-
povod ol mes coaspicuess for their (aleats,
GEgeTVNGS, paivietiom and sagacity, we
may ssfely give var conldesce in advasce,
Bacsaee they will not, be adopled without
dolibsrsison, with a wagle eye te
: ¢ pracipies on which depand the
soationed prosperity of the couniry,

It ia epncoded on all bands that the op-
pesition constitwies, st this tiwe. s coneid.
. smanle majority of the peeple; and that ma-

Jerity in daily inarencing. ' 1t then hebeves
- them Lo be upited. Uur guvernment pre-
“pomis the ancmaly, is 8 Republic, of u chief
- magutrate roling by the will of the misoer-

ity; and while oorruption, caprics aad

Aespolism, are the distioguishing funtures
of hin ni’p. stould 'such & state of thinge

sontisue! To preavest is costinuancs the

Sppoaition must be snited.

. Punhie opiniun has long &

Sad upon:Me Clay va the swecessor of Gon

Jackuon. Asa citiges of n worth

5 o sisiegman, and oo a philanthropist, he

has morited and roneived (he revpect uad
admiration of bic countrymen. Y ith svery
requisite gualifioatinn for the high eSice
the esrly and andent supporter of & apsiom
o0 nutissel policy , alote sniculated (o sus-

Chio st wdvanes the proiperily of the pao-
ple, aad (o olevaia the character and infle.

anoa of this Republic ssmeng the nations o
e ia not duly the mout suitable,

dut by fer the most promigpnt candida

for the dtalicn .

sad qh ileations, cas ia Bo posaiiie eveat
ncﬂdt and s ho could 4ol bul he awars
o this, ns well ue of the censegnences ol
his; continnnnoe 8 s ndideie would ex-
Poed the pariy with whom be bas acled
sad with whom he new projesses to sei, in
Des nevir soomed to ue that his consent to
S e Sl

s ] the o : it
i ofpened by b characier for republican

3

| The party which memionted BMr Wir,
Boed im Aim e gualification which Mr sy
daes 8 e 1o a3 good » degree; and
thors fuine u eat to ba sdvenced in
fhrtherdncs ¢f his pretansiens, which can-
mot apply with equal sipcenily asd force
'r 1f that party ground their

ple, il is given 10 direct

he only principle mhich dis-

from thellepublienc fricnds

wy fo ; the

spposition will quarﬁi.'hnrun& » doubt
and sothiog has se yal vccurred 1o warran!
the vapecisiion that any other candulsle
exa sucoesd againsl Gen. Jackson. The
weet is indiepuiably fov Clay; sed, in the
ovept of hia withdrawal, fre:m say caves,
the votes of Keatuohy. Ubie, &c. wiil pro-
Baly he given for Jacksca. The sdmin-
lsteatibn pariy seem to bhe aware of s,
'wiich acconnts for the unesssiog caluin-
nies with which Me Tlay is daily sasailed

ubaidined pross,
e seintive prospeot
candidates, the following may be set down
a8 & fair estishete of the number of votes
exch would toosive ((Nay ued Jackson be.
ing the omly undid*zt:q under the a:e;:
wensur.  supposi sppurlionmen
9 soiiind on u:‘ membar of Cosgress for

Cley. Doublful.




lloro we see un ‘the
lNow York, Pennsyiven
'Jackson, as bhis ticket :
i doubtiess be elected hya pluulu.y of vat
|10 sach of thesc Siates, if the oppositio
are divided.' Hus election is the consc-
«quanc..-w«go W o0 TP o T
But for the sake of illustration,” let o
l‘upl the proposities which has been sug-
ested, of runcing Mr. Wirt aloss against
tchuo. The bnbﬂh state ol ﬂu vote
weild be as fellows: Ju :
rs lﬁrl.«Jarhn 'Dosblj\d

New: Hlmpolun
Vearmont
Massachusetis |
iKhode lslaud)
Conaecticut
| New- -York '8
New-dervey’
Penneyivania 38
Delaware 8
Maryland
Virginia ®

rth. C.ro—lml :
th Luuhnl
Georgia ;

Mississippi

Louisisna |

Whh umo views, (bo idea d oppoou‘
tbhe re-election of Jackeom with any other
candidate than Mr Clay, is wol entitled to
consigeration. The popularily of his name

and priaciples baffe sweceniully epposed
tLe power and infinenod of the patrosage
of the federal executlive, directed with a
sibgle view to its own support. The ne-
cenity of conceatrating the whole lorce
ot the opposition upon bim is apparent. If
the circumetances were different—if 1o the
present crisis the proepects pof another,
devoted Lo the same canee sad holdiog to
the same-principies. were botter Lhan bis
own, we apprebend Nr Clay would be
among the first to aid his glection.  Hais
mot lo be viewed as the smbitivos aspiraat,
who would stick at ‘mdthing to socemplish
unholy desigas—as a demagogue who trims
hiis sails to catch each pupular breeze, hot

a8 the patriot whose life and spien-

tervioes have beee devoted to his coge-

try and the cause of civil liberty—claiming
gralitade and distinclion oaly by the inea-
are of his merits.

Bhould Mr Calhoun be brought forward,
which ms yal seewns te be uudecided, hie
appearasnce can only lesson Lhe chances o
Jacksoa; nevertheless. loaded down as b
is with the doctrine of nullieation, he ca
not under any circumitances prove a ver
forinidable oppunent. Wo eount svt upe
his streogth, averse as he is, as hie
supporiers musl be. to every salu prin-
ciple in a (ree governmen(, they must ei-
ther stand aloof from the contest, or lend
their feeble vid to the party now in power,
whose principles and feelingy more nearly
assimilate to their own.

1t 18 too well understood te reqmro here
to be staled, tha! Lhe conimt s uot mere
ly fur lhe sscendancy of me.s we urge mo
coinbiaation for the promolion of the sell-
ish ends of individualei hut on the result
bangs the agccesn of principle on which
mainly depend the prosperity nfevery man
in the community, who relise in any degree
oa his Indusiry. ur catlerprime for support;
sud, parkaps, those on winch w based (he
existence ot Lhis Republic.™ It s tbe
duty then of every man who has (he
good of his coantry at besrt, (o take a de-
cided and firm stand on this occasian, and
with thie single object comunlly ia_view,
to rally uader the basperof -"'&_-_.

"t Clay, Liberty and lumm ts

——e -




aamination by
Conventioa

understood by legivlators, 1o get nd of &
disagreeable measura by long postpocement,
Postpone 1l May twurd, 'hose who
ulviwe such s step woll know that such an
adpnrned meeting would be impracuicable,
fir_variows obvious reasons. 1'hey would
wever conssal in go home,and rome back o1

that busy season, The fact is, if there has
been any mistake in lxing the time of the
meeting of this | Clonvention, 1t has been in
fixing it at too Iate a period. Had it been
ansigned to the first of September laat, or at
an sarlier period, 1L would have operaied
mach more favorsbly, for the person nom.
inslad, iculariy if that had been

decidedly the

sirongest man at this peniod, that can be
brought inio ibe feld to oppose Jackson, —
S8hould the coavestion even sdupt the nom-
inetioa of Me, Wiy, which they have no
ides of doing, be woald rot command kalf
80 many voles as would Mr. Clay, if aom-
{nated with My, Win for the candidute of
L Al The Nationsl Republicans
havo thersflorn bul ome eourss 16 purees:
theoy must adhere 10 their FRINCIPLES Bad
‘ ¢ a8 the oaly gusreaty of finel
indon thiy wen and

he party will loose it

i snd s0os be ecatiored o
the fuur minds. Lot them bs firmly aaited,
and il any pasty, cop ovorooams Juckeoniem
st the osxt coalest, it will ba the Natiesals,
wild il “uhtn ecagaged -ia o noble




iisis From the Horrisburgh CAronicle.
2% POLITICAL ANTI-MASONRY.
% Shade  of Michiavel, spitit:of Loyola
nios of ‘Tsjleyrand, stand back and hide
yourlittle  heads ! S'he. profound  polic
and stratagem of tho Auti-masonic leader
in Pennsylvania eclipee you all SRS
! Reader, dostiiwanl;to overreach th
ighbot by circumspection, weariness and
crafl, read the |otter that follows ¥ For tw
years and moré’ you ' have . lieard of. secr
Yeciciias \decds of {dariaess, and plots| &
gainst your righls and liberties; yea,' that
the people of the United Biutes had, for the
last swenty-five years, enjnyed neither nghts
nor liberties, and that the apnstles of Anti-
.mnsdnry had ;come among them for  the
pure and single parpose of putting down
secret socictics, ol expusing 10 Light, deeds
of darknesa, ol asseriiog thi: sxpremacy of
the! lawe.iHere 1a_a letter minzzling ‘the
bulldugs set 10 give the alarm when danger
impended (rem deeds of darkncss:FA lel-
ter: coneerted in” secrel, WrHien In secrel,
and comnmunicaied 1n sécrel, directs I hese
savags and uncomprompeing bulldogs on
what kmpnch thetr ooYe! = I'ins 18 what
we call profuaaity” of = the stratagem,
namely, practising the taciics. which thuy
bave charged agaiust the demucraiic jurly,
and booverting the Gemgrul Comynitiee intu
& Grast L idge:8 Wi would have expect
od #9eh a caiastrophe to the crusade in the
“11:4y Cause of A iti-masonry 28 But here
15 the leter, as it came to us'in the punted
“Circular shapes A% "
R CIRCUT, N 1t
A very large number vl Anli-masony
io_all parts of the siate have frequently,
diring the last twiyears, expressed  the
opinton, that the great \ati-musonic Party
oft Punnsylvania, stivuld “bheidefiomiasied
the Demacralic Auti=musonic partyi=—The
propriciy of this ingasure fwast deemed.
dongtful 1a snme coulics "4 yeartur (wo
ag :inul at the presentitime,iithero are
gi0d reashns for belicving, thatit wonld e
wal' recoived by the whole party theaugh-
oufthe state. - 2 N
“I'hial \nti-ma-onic party sprung emphat-
ically from (Le proplel 1Uis{campuned Sof
those whiae lcading” principl@ofiaction is
the =uppirt of the equal rights and priv.le-
ges of tbe people, and oppusitivu Sty all
aristocracios and select urders,“whather
of kiags, high-priests, koxhistoriillusiri-
eus iy vless aly it is esseatially uod inher.
ently demucraticy in all its opj ey, views
ead oigaiisaliv .
The A-ti-inasinic Siate’ Commitice’
de~m it lughly priupet at this time o send
this*Circular’ (o the different A nti-muson.
ic editors, of Poum,hauu.‘recumadi '8
to Lhem the usa of the pbrase’ Democratic
Auli-Vayonic,whensver the party is spuken
of Fsrinerly, snch as the occasion uf town.

ship, or coualy meetiage, furming county
titkets ) celebrating the 4th of Juiy. o &ec.
and’ deoominale var oppolienis accurding
to'their trus characwr the A ristocrutic M4-

sonic party, ' R g e
15 1s hoped by the state committee, that
tho sevaral editors of \ati-masonic pews-
papers will see the prupriety and vecessity
of the Lonediate adoption of Llits measure,
Th- eifect of 'a g2nrral and sitnultancins
movement of the whole nody of newspapers
attic:+d to Anti :
bensficial. SN 3 >
ry advantageously sug-
g3stel to the several aditors, to cuntinue
an'l repsat inalmost eveéry nunhierof their
pApers, some remarks oo the pecuhar fir-
ness of the word democratic as applied (o
the \nti-masonic party; and of the term
aristocretec, as applied to the Masonic par-
ty.. A celearated and popuiar writer for-
cidly and correctiy ohneryvas, tiflall the
power and value of the press ig shown, not
on avuch 10 incalcating new triuths, as in
the repetition of important vueett o
Cus circularit v understow 18 aol te
be pudlished i the newspapers
< VUL .

JIIiwmy’) JjUI

Loy Ju Jluyey Uy

t'wesipeNpy.—We are
willihig to adinrt tany emsarrassment
makiog upour miid upon the question o
the wextipresileucy. s We hoiestly and
pincerciy deplore the presentt disiracted
and bumsled condition ofthe country, and
Rry priepared o promute aily arrangement
for the provision vl a thorough appropri-
ate remedyss 118 not 1one disputed, that
3 lygusmujority ol the  peoplat have: be-
same fully sensible of tlie incapacity aund
prAtness of (iJa. dackson to guide thie pub-
lic atfairs of this republicay Dissatislaction
is tvo luud aind general not tu he lieard and
geen. ['he voice of the conrntry calls fur
8 cliange in the Lflice of chiefl inag strate,
and yel such is the divided condition uf
the people, that every lover of s country
must (remble at the prospect of the prub-
ahle re-eloctisn ufiuue su distinctly con-
demned as he who uow rules uver us.
For saveral 'years past a hudy of men
bae heen orgaiizad in ibis country, known
as **Natiooal Repuhlicans,” for the sacred.
siogle purpouse of cherishing the nagonal
bouor, of pruteciing its fellow citigens in
the full enjoyment of their lcgitimaie and
ttunalienabla rights=of promoling the'‘gen-
pral welfare,’”’ aud of: upliolding all thuse
civil fastitutions, énruugh whose benign
infldences (ondera’ kind providence) this
Unive 'Las been prescrved, and we are
what #e are. It is tp such a party, strong
i mmmnrers, v\ stronger in patriotism,
spresd ofer every mvuntain and valley of
this wide repulic, that the friends of

Sa



riy may have heen.ip selecting our #s-
gemel contreman W Wieiaw theie -
didate for the proesidency, we B
 huwever scerinie. N
. somination sneoy
pitave lugeniins attempt ' y
the riends of Mr. Wirt to devange the har
mony of the Natinsl Repubhician party—
o inpair iacnnbdunce fu1he eire s 4
teusiong of ifs distinghed patriotle lend.
or. and to inpress the public' mind with the
belief 1hat Me. Witt was the blessed cho-
esa lpetrmment to defest the re-election
of (3en, lacksen. Comcquently s call
Sab hgaw made. sad ls 81l making mpon
the “Nationa!l Repunlicans.! ihe (riends
‘ofHan-y Tley  to di=hand sod rally around
the Anti tandurd

deratuid as spenking nol only fur oerelecs,
bat wea (vel authurised to sey, in the pame
and ih behalf of nipety-nine in 8 hinndred
of the purig 1n this county, to which we
have (i livpor o belong. e say then Lhs!
WERCAN NEITHER ABANDON OUR
PRINCIPLES NOft OUR MAN, and,
consequenily, will not be found marshal-
od under the JAnti-Magonic banner in the
coming contest.  And why shwnld welow
Why abandon [1. Clay .

;
f

A ;slia MHaione
Al honaeah
principioe

la men a
TN

Anti-Ma:

ud we peedict

mass of




e V. D CALHOUN.
*There i1s a_ lide in' tlieafiairs of nonen
which leads  to fortune, He lost  the
tide wnd _was swamped 1n s sentiment 5.
D PRESIDENTT JACKSON &
Whea be wakes 1o the mornteg_he vrosn-
ders how ting countiy could Luve setecied
Wi ap the Presidenty and when Lis' Ca s
‘ nciltis convened, 1] Gis Greek 1o

g ' o g
PoMIGENT BAK m

SNot-the represeiitativeroilihings pas!.
‘but we hope aird trusty the shaduw of guod
Uwn 8 to come, IEREREEEREE S

BLAIRCKENDALL A 111,
S Radiog in the winrlwind and directing
ghe stormd azainst all * the valya e -

tations af nur chuntry Arraving the aristoc-
.ragresoferimilpoverty and agnardl ce -
grlast the virtuey wealliand 1atelligence

(ufuurcauniry,and asciribiog to (his miser
|adlesiduiinistintion the credit due Lo (s
ipredecessurs e ‘\"::'E?"F" &
| S\ T W1 T
A'distinguished lawser. a mason, a per
soualtand political friend “oi Henry Clay
witfnol when the trialshall come pera
stnamesto lher used against hun. Mr.
Wirt bhas beenhired in hetter babits.
S HENRY CLAY
Inthe centre of the 24 stars of the Ui
‘otonsand willthe supparted by Aalional
Republicrans in every quarier, He lives
and Kreathes in the affections of this peu-
ple He is the frievd of Liberty thronghout
the'glihed He s the eminent supporicr
of the Aurnican SysTEu. Do men talk
-.{-urrmnlvnug Lis pretensions to the prea-
idency s They talk scihsnt dook, as they
will findTafter the s~ssion of the Conven-
tionsat Baltimore in December next,

§H



ER, (LAY AND THE ANTI-NASO
¥ il cesurlly board the Rollewisg Cor-
" resypegdence sppken of, sad | :
. (et eur readers would take un laterest in
. pevwigg it, wo have requssticd niid procur-

‘od a'gopy ofit for publicatwa~Ky. Reyp

T . e, " & o PN T
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Hon. Benry Cloy 55 00 N

v Big—Havieg been ap okl by
. tl-Masonio mesting ' in :

to open a correspondence with you for the

purporc of ascertaining your seatimeste

with respect te masonry, we take thin °t

Wﬂnoﬂy of addressing yru om the subjec

e feel ourselyves impelled to this duly,
and te the takiog of this step, from the con-

~ sideration that im us is placed = part of the
sovereiguty of this constry;that om us, as

" genstitaent parts of this government de-
tbe parpetuity of oar repablican in-

" stitltiems, the charscter and prosperity of
our nstion, the bappiness of its citizens,
asd the destiny of millions yot unbaosn.—

Aas oltizens of this republic we feel it our
bounden duly to watch over the destinies

of cur aatien, ts guand with studivus carp

our rights, aod to detect asd exterminatp
whatever has a tendency to corrnxt oup
: republican institutions, or set aside our
faws." The subject of free-mascary is vnk
which has of late engrossed the attentiih
of the people in many parts of the United

Btates. It is a subject which is of vital im

portaoce, and demands the serious atico-

tion of every cliristian, patriot #ed wepul-
lican.—What may be your seotiments on
 this subject, we know not, by some 1t is
alirmed, thal you are now a mason of the
. bighest order, and a zecalous supporter of
the masonic institution; and ny others, that
h yow were once a masen)you have

of late sbandoned the society and are now
oppsed to the institution; #o that we have
been ungble as yeot to ascertaia with cer-
taaaty ydur seatiments on this suhject.—

As we are agnin shortly t¢ he called upon

to choose a man to presidel over the ceun-

cils ol vur nation; as' it will thea be our
duty and privilege'to raise our humble but
indepandeat voice in favor of him whom
“wy may deem moat worthy of our sufirage:
sed as you now atand a eaddiudate for a
bigh and important rtation, 88 your friends
aad fellow citizens, wa would solieit from
you a frank and candid statement of jour
asatimenis on this suhject. We solicit this
with the mare coufidence, because we be-
lieve you have always sustained the char-

seler of the frank and 'affable friend, and|

the faithful aud undisguised poliician, and

that gou w-iuid scorn'tsobtain the sufirage

of the peaple by’ concealing your senti-
monts. il Yours Respectfully, i,
= B JAMES A, WATSON "
ENOBLE BUTLER S

S JAMES H. THOMSON.

LANSWER Lo
T % Asusanp,
Gentlemen; BT
* 1 hope you will excuse the delay in sc-
Bnowledging the receipt of your letter of
the 2nd . ult. which has arisen from my ab-
senae {rom home and from vaneus engage-
2e0 .-»&ém‘::};-')i}ﬂ Sy AT~
' Waviag the covnsiderstions that [ have np
knowledge of the existence of an Anti-
Massaic:/meeting in Hanover, Indinna,
other tha® that which is derived from your

Tet@y, nor of your appointmest ss a com-

me 20 correspond with me, other than
god? statement, noriiha satisfaciion of a
personaii Siquaintance with you, 1 will
riceed al once to rep'y to your lettor.—
ts prufessed bhjoct is 10 ancertaia my sen-
timents on the subjoct of masonry; and the
reascn assigaed by you f(ir this enquiry s
thus- stated hy yourecives:  *‘As we
‘are again shorily to bhe called upon to
‘chonsd u mea to preside over the councils
‘of onr nation; as it will thea be nur du'y
‘and prifilege (o raise bur bumble Lut in-
‘dependent voice in favor of him whom
‘we may deem mont worthy of vur suffrage:
*and as» qyou now afand a candidate for a
thigh and important station.as your friends
and fellow citgens, we would solicit from
fyou a (rank aad candid statement of your
‘gentiments on this subject.’

] do mot know a solitary provision in
the Consti{ution ofthe United Siates which
conveys the slightest auti.ority to the Gen-
eral tovernment to [nterfere, one way u:
the other, with  eithe™ Masonry or Anti
Masenry’.  Iftherefuore a President of the
Unilgd Btates, or any other functionar
of ‘that Governmeut9were to employ hus
official power to susiain er to abolish, o1
to advance the interosts of Masvnry o)
An!i-Mnunry. it would b\l} act of usui-
pavion or tyranuny, S iy

You bave not' called upon me for'my

_opipion upon any greal practical measure

falling within thy scope of Federsl puwer:
but ppming hy cvery question of vital in
terest, within the sphere of its operation.
you demand my sentimnents upon & subject
with which ! hnmbly copceive it has noth-
iog 10 do, and you place this demand oo
the ground of the influence which my sen-
timents might exert upon the exercise of
a0 ppdoudted’ and ! important  privile
._A Jou posses as cilizens of the Units
m“' S8y "A|-._» k. i{\'.f;?_‘!l.:n—' r{" g '.i:{ v

A compRance, on my part, with your
semand woald smount to an implied admis-
sion, that indiwidaal sestiments, " on the
subject of Musoary, formed a proper con-
siderajion in regulaling the rxercise of the
elcctive fraachies in respect to ofices of
the Federal Government. | can make no
such wadmission./ |1 cancet belivve that

whether I.am bostile or friendly to Mason-
7y or Aoti-Mandnry, is at all material io

peat, om the

the farmation eof an

(> 9]

‘N



my
taets For any olfice nndﬂ the government
gﬂw Bduy‘h ptes. That slevated sffice,
you allunde, .should in my opinion,
cqwbh. naswayed
tons. of mmin-

faslings o
Mgt 4 min riially towinds
ﬁﬁn : : {.!' tbn“ﬂmu-ﬁ Higtve,
Bowever dumekr Inte religions, social, be
f Iihhfy spsnaiations .
_thess viewn, I b

e makie myseiln purty to

sontew! . distant from

:h; ';h:fg, s ol ; batwées

Mhsops aud ﬂkﬂm. 'ﬂ‘l%lﬂ thaws

Piawd remain nucorrected | mant sdbave
, (hat iit-mlhn H,iedosd, you gon:

. wifl palat (o Uhe provision in the
rm Oonsination which san be legit-

..d' e rate spon the sminest
ﬂﬁi

Hm ing been Bhbonied
l!mmwr, inl

zens of this republic, ¢l it
10 watch over the de&itmﬁ uf vl
with nxudnms cxmz OUr 1

alr m;ushhc;m institut
"The subject of ¥
Iate enaruse

you ary How f the hagkmt order,
zeulous supporter of the ins
t‘n.:itau thuuwf:x

;wwd m tlu.. institution ;
uiinble as yet to nscertai
tinciits on the subject
to be called upon 40 |
the councils of our nation
duty and privilege to.
pendent voice 1n tawur of bim whom we may deein
mfl‘mga and as you now stand
hizh and tm;mrmm ation, as
your fmmis and i'ul!ow itizens, we would solicit
from you a frank snd candid statement of your
seutiments on this subject. | We sohicit this with
the more confidence, because we beheve you have.
already sostuined the character of the frank and
affnble fnend, and the faithful and undiszunaed
politician, and that you would scorn to obtain the
mﬂ'mgt of the people by concealin

iy

LUty YOUF Be1i-
& we are nienan shortly
an o pfﬂﬂid over



g A r. CL\\'S ANSWEN.
(I u;\ Asnrasp, Oct. B 1831,

* Gentlemen: 1 hope you will excuse the delay
in acknow ledging the receipt of your letter of the
2d ult.;* which has arisen from’ my absence from
home, and from various engagements. S

Waivin

the considerations that I have. no
IaVor of hiim whoin we Iin?/ ty'ihem anost

worthy of our suffrage ;. and as you now stand n
candidate for a high and importaot station, as your
fncnds and fellow-citizens, wé would mhul from
you a frunk and candid statement ol your senti-
ments on this subject. ' S 3

I do not know a solitary’ provision i the Con-
stitution of the United States, which conveys the
slightcat authority to the General Government to
Witcrfere, one way' or the other, with either Ma-
sonry or Anti-Masoory.8 If; therefore, a I'resi-
dent of the United States, or any other function-
ary of that Governinent, were to employ his offi-
cial power to sustain or to abolish, or to advance
the interests L of Masoury or: Auti-Masonry, it
would be an act of usurpation or tyranny.

You have not called upon me for iny opinion
upon_ any great practicil measure falling within
the scope of Federal power ; but passing by cve-
ry question of vital interest, within the ephere of
its operation, you demand my sentiments upon o
subjéct with which I humbly conceivethas nothing
to do, and you place this demand on_the ground
of the ifluence which iny sentiments mizht exert
upon the exercise of an undoubted and M portiant
privilege which you posscss ns citizens of lhv UL N,

\A complianoe, on my part, with Jyour demand,
would ammount to an unplied adiission, that indi-
vidual Sseutiments, on " the' subject t of "M asonry
formed " a " proper * considerution i u"ulutm"
the exercise of the elective

to offices of the Federal Government. 1 can
make: no such admission. 1 cannot  hclieve
that whether 1 am hastile or friendly to Masonry
or = Anti-Masonry, is at ull material in the! for-
mition of any judgzment, on the part of my fel-
low citizens, concerning ny fitiess for any eoftice
under the Government of ‘the United Statés.—
‘I'hat elevated office, to which you nllude, should,
in my opinion,: be filled by one who is capuble,
unswayed by sectanian feclings or passions, of
administering its high duties” nnpartially towards
the whole people  of the United States, liowever
divided into relizious, sociul, benevolent or litera-
ry associations. a8 =

Entertaining dnesenewn, I Lave constantly re-
fused to make myself a party to the unhappy con-
test raging, distant from me, ti other parts of the
Uniou, between Masonsand Anti-Masons. Whilst
these views  remain uncorrected I must adhere
to that determination. = If; " indeed, you gentle-
men, will point to the provision in the Federnl
Coustitution which can’ be legitimatcly made to
operate upon the subject in question, I would not
hesitate promptly 1o comply with your request.—
In the mcantime, in declining it, 1 hope you will
consider me as not' wanting in’ preper respect to
you or to those whow you represent, but as acting
from a conviction of the impropriety of blending
an alien ingreglient with a question, already sufﬁ-
ciently complex, and nlso from a scnsc of person-
al independence. SRS :

l am, wnh grcal rcspeu your ohedient servant.

P & .l"‘ l' C[l‘Y
Messrs. Juues A. W rrmw, NobsLE Y UTLER, -
and Jaxes H. Tuaovsursox.
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##15 (cort)

Jackson, we Jo not despair of his ultimate
triumph,* notwilkstanding  :he "aberrant
movemc”nt of Mr.:WinT and the anti-ma
sonic party, by which he can ooly expect
to be supported ™ L .pa-';,r,»-. %

Let the friends of Mr (,lny, (hen’ woule
firmly by the great principleSiupon which
his election is urged (o the Presidency—
Let themn:unile, as one man, upon him;
and nol wander off efter strange gods--Let
it he their daily’ employment to expose to

public' gaze the waste snd the imbecility
of an administration. which has, thus far,
only disgraced the country ané prostrated
its'national character at home and abroaa,
and trust to the good sense nad sound pa-
trivtism of the people for tha issue: -—And
if truth has oot lost its power—hcu heir
moral force—or reason its salitary influ-
ence over the public ' judgment, he canoot
fail to be elected President, by the suffra.
gey of the people, at the polls.

\p('al\m" of an @litorial articla L n late num-
(lh'.,,.\uuonnl lnu.lh"'cu\,er, \lw \lru-uu.x

“We had lhmigbt the feclings and opinioas of this pa-
ner Were direéMy” oppused 1o the crusade now paing on
wezinst therMasons, and were pleasil to sce, as we sup-

-c.l, several articles fndicating “this state of things —
What then must have been our surprise: whien we saw in
tie article belaw these ' words, ** will, we hope, witliout
n-anutshmg Jju:u- hos.lhl) to Muonry ? &ci—<clearly,
as We suppose, avingy that the opposition (6 Masonry 15
rohs.f» e Juve been mistaken in oor opinions uf the
rrmerepens of the Intclligencer, or i ita prcxnl %n-
wments, we would Le glad 1o be corrected il 0

moro readily correct the mlsupprchcn-
& Editor of the Spectator, because our
\-&i)hraicology may have misled others as it
Ins,mhh-d him:2 e judged us rightly when he
Mg‘!;t'lhnl we were directly oppoged to a cru-
suig neinst s Masonry, as, we should be opposed
wa trasade neninst any other harninless society,
ot any peeuliar. delusion or beliefon We respect
W 8 gertuin degree all honest opinions. .~ We be-
beve' th& main body of the Anti-masons to be per-
fgtly hio¥est in their horror of Masonry,and that
1 jroportion to the extent of i that honest hate
thes are Liable 10 be led astray by ivtniguers whose
dyect in joining them 'is purely eelfish. The sen-
wment which we meant to cxpress, therefore, the
her day, was, that those Anti-masons whose po-
lies agree with Mr." Cray, might vote for him,
without abandoning their honest convictions on
santher matter: which has no relation to polities.
Cenainly. we  did not intend to be understood as
expressing the hope that the Anti-masons would
o would nots relmqun-h thclr homhty to Ma-
oary, WL a4 i) A2 e e
Whilst on this subject,*we take" oecasion to
muccv’a rcmzu'L. which we have clscwherc reen,
thit,in vur reference to political manceuvres at the
Anti-masomic * Convention, we may have alluded
wMr. Darey, of Massachusetts. Though he
may have fallen into a snare, it is proper for us
 say that’ our remarks were not intended to in-
dude him* u.s bem' Concemed in the scheme: of
M’Latm" I)_y, menns_ of  that: Convention, the

wt

dection of Mr.' CI.A7.; 1In“our’ own mind, we

pave Jocated the intrigue in & part of ‘the couniry
mote from the vicinity of Boston, |y

39
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