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vThe'Bogus,Fears of'Misoegenation'

Cn May 17 1954 “the Supreme Court of the Unlted States
{ made perhape 1ts most dramatlc dec151on 51nce the days of
'reoonstruotlon when ‘it ruled that segregatlon in the publlc
schools is contrary to the supreme law of the land, the Con—

stltutlon of the Uhlted States.;

To a 1arge segment of the
populatlon 1t was deflnltely one of the most dlstasteful de—
cisions ever rendered.‘ Fox the flrst tlme s1nce ‘the Civil War:
the south again spoke of secedlng from the Unlon. Though such
a drastlc move was’not advocated by the great magorlty of
hsouthern 1ntellectuals and pollt1c1ans, the general consensus
of op1n10n~g was that the south should flaunt the supreme
interpreting body for the Constltutlon by 51mply dlsregerdlng
1ts dec:Ls:Lon.2 Whenever thls happens chaos:results,~
Unrestralned by the moral force ‘of the leeding citiZens,V
_and whlle the federal and state courts were blckerlng over
states' rlghts and federallsm, the Klu Klux Klan once egaln
reared its ugly: hooded head, end the raclel agltators 1nc1t1ng
to rlot sprang 1nto actlon.ﬁ, Governor Faubus of Arkansas,
the champlon of states' rlghts and eternal foe of federallsm,
;called out, the stete mllltla to enforce segregatlon in

defiance of a rullng handed down by a federal court 4

~An
1n3unct10n wae 1ssued agalnst Faubus, orderlng him not to use

the National Guard to block 1ntegrat10n.s "Federal troops were’
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called in to restore order, and enforce the ruling of the
court;‘

All thls Whlle federallsm and states' rlghts seemed to
lie at the base of the problem, but dld they7 bid not perhaps‘
_ the public debate deal largely with the shadow of the issue
rather than with its substance?_ Oscar Handlln, Professor of
“History atiHafvard University, is,ofvthe,oplnlon that it dld.6

Not states' rights . or federalism or the control of

education, but some other gnawing fear -- rarely ex-

pressed -- lies behind the violence of the protest
against the Supreme Court's decision. The dread

lest desegregatlon open the way to a contaminating

race mixture is the fundamental anxiety that troubles

many white Southerners; it is the nightmare that

drives men to disregard the law....

: The‘topic of miscegenation is = touchy one even in the
north. ~In the south the mere mention ofithe‘wordveould be
‘classified as, "inciting to riot.". Most southerners would
probably~deny their basic fear‘of'mlscegenatlon. '"Who wants
to merry a '‘nigger ' anyway? . ‘But 'if the fear were not there,
the laws agalnst it would not bejthere;,and nearly every state
classmfled as southern forblda it‘byilaw;t‘Whether,theyofeaf

it or not is really qulte 1mmeterial. The fact . étiiloremains'

- that most people‘ be. they southern or northern, are stlll

"just plain old agalnst it." ;They are agalnst it and will do‘
anything Wlthln thelr power to prevent it. One need not'be an
expert on national -affairs, ngr need ne conduct a Gallop Poll

to realize that avlarge:segment of thevnopnlation‘is Magainst™®

anything that can conceiﬁably lead_to“a:breakdown of the

racial barrier.
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Yet the racial barrier is being broken. 'Consider the
Civil Rights legislation that has been passed-by'Congress.
:though it passed in a modified form, a certain amount of it
has been legislated, and more is promised to- come, Consider
the recent decisions of the Supreme Court with regard to Civil
Rights. There hasibeen a great deal of opposition, and it all
Iseems to hinge around this baSic fear or dread of miscegena-:
tion. . | .f | . o |

Since there 1s so much antipathy toward miscegenation,
and s1nce 1t seems to be one of - the great fears of the white
race today, it would,seem<fitting and proper that we should
evaluate the problem in-a more or less scientific manner., |
First of all we'll consider the factors‘involved-with regard
to the s1tuation and trend in interraCial marriages. 'What are
the factors, and why should we be led to believe that such
'marriages Wlll become more common and more natural7l Secondly,
we will point up the conflict that does or will ex1st when the

trend runs head on into the status quo, or the ex1sting atti-

tudes and laws, Then we Will_endeavor to explore the poss1-_
bilities of a Christian solution to the problem. Finally, we
| will show that manj-of'our present day beliefs with regard to
miscegenation are nothing more than myths, _ :

Now.that we have determined what we Will discuss and the
.mannerAin which we will treat'the subject, perhaps,‘it would
be well to state whattwe will not discuss. - The problem of

racial relations is an immense one, and one which is productive

of~volumes. Consequently, for the sake of this brief treatise,



© | Mary Lynn writes:

fwe winl limit ourselves strictly to the question of miscege-
\hation. We Wlll not dlscuss the many and varied problems re~
latlng to negro~wh1te relatlons except only in so:far as they
~are dlrectly related to the problem of mlseegenatlon. | :
One of the maaor factors 1nfluen01ng 1nterrac1a1 mar-
, rlages as 01ted by Slster Mary Lynn 1n her doctoral dlsser-

tatlon, Interraelal Marrlages 1n Wasnlngton, D.C., 1940-47,

| 1s proplnqulty; For the present tlme we w111 11m1t the mean-
'f 1ng of proplnqulty to phy81cal contact or nesrness as, seems
to be the sense in whlch the-word was used by her¢<,81ster Ceet
We - may llkew1se eonclude that res1dent1al Dropln-
quity is a factor in mate selection’ for these inter-
- racial couples.... 'Over one third of the- seventy-
two: couples were llVlng at the same address and
: threenfourths were living within sixteen blocks at
.the time they apnlled for a marrlage llcense. ’
~»Many conclus1ons could poss1bly be drawn from thls statement. ‘ﬂ
Some . are sure to say that it bespeaks a-low moral standard
'because one-thlrd of them were llVlng together before they
Were marrled but thls was surely not meant to be. 1mp11ed.
Many of these couples were of the low 1ncome group, and Were
-probably llVlng 1n apartments ceterlng to both whlte and
negro patrons.‘” I | A
' It can be ea51ly seen that res1dentlal proplnqulty is a
factor not only in 1nterrac1a1 marrlages, but in- all mar-- -

riages. 4 person falls in love wmth and marrles only someone

| he knows well from frequent contact. In general, 1t means

" - | someone Wbo'lrves pear him; . It is a factor in all marrlages,




lor educatlonal proplnqulty, we can call upon the words of

but is conSidered a’mdré imporfént facfor in. interracial mar-
rlages because they most often occur w1th1n the low income
group, and a dlstance Whlch is con51dered great to that par-'f
;:'tlcular group may be con51dered not S0 great to a person in. a.
hlgher 1ncome bracket becanse of the means of transportatlon
avallable to hlm. Yet the fact remalns that re51dent1al pro—
'plnqulty is a. factor in all. marrlages, and espe01ally 1n 1nter-' 
ra01al marrlages.. As r681dent1al restrlctlons based on color
_are broken down, so also Wlll be broken down one of the bar—\
rlers to mlscegenatlon. : ‘ « Vﬁ ._

Slster Mary Lynn goes on to state,B.;Peréonal intér?iews.v
1ndlcated that other factors 1n these 1nterra01al marriages-
:are occupatlonal and educational proplnqulty and recreetlonal
| contacts., " As the opportunltles for contacts 1ncrease, the

; rate of mlscegenatlon w1ll 1ncrease. As Cedrlc Dover states

1n hls book Half-Caste,9 '.;.ethnlc mlxture contlnues on a

'*scale that grows more 1mpr6381ve w1th 1ncreased fac111t1es for |
'contacts.” Edward Reuter says much the same thlng, but Ainc
even better words,lo "The amount of rac1al 1nterm1xture is -
condltloned by. the opportunlty for. assoc1at10n,‘espe01ally

of the lower ‘classes."

In order to p01nt up the end result of school 1ntegratlon, D

"Herbert Ravenel Sass. He wrltes in the November 1956 edltlon

of The Atlantic Monthly.ll

...the elementary public school is the most crltical
. of those areas of activity where the South must and
‘will at all costs maintaein separateness of the-races.




The South must do this because, although 1t is a
nearly universal instinct, race preference (which
‘the proPagandlsts miscall race prejudice or- ‘hate)
‘is one of those instincts which develop gradually.
as the mind develops and which, if teken in h&nd
early enough, ‘can be prevented from developlng at
all. , _ L ‘ .

‘,Hence 1f the small chlldren of” the two races 1n apn
proximately .equal .numbers -. as would be the case in
a great many.of the South's.schools - were ‘brought -
together. 1nt1mately and constently and ‘grew up'in
close association in:integrated schools under teach-
ers necessarily committed to the gospel of racial

. -integration, there would’ be many in whom race. pre-

... .ference would.not develop. .This Would not be as
superficial thinkers might suppose, a good thing,
.the happy solution of the race problem in America.
It might be .a solution of a sort, but not one. that
-the American people would des1re.‘ -Tt:.-would inevi-
tably result, beginning with the least desirable

. elements of both races, in a.great increase of ra- o

.. cial amalgamatlon, the very.process which throughout™ .© -
our history we have most. sternly rejeted, For al-
though- to most persons today the -idea of mixed
mating is disagreeable. or even repugnant, ‘this would.
not be true of the new generations brought aup in -
mixed. schools with the desirability of racial inte~: .
gration as -a basic premise, Among those new gener-
ations mixed matings would beécome commonplace, .and -
a.-greatly. enlarged mlxedublood populatlon Would
result., . -

Another imporﬁaht fecborziﬁfluenoing mete-seleoﬁiOn is

sex‘ratio.' For the sake of example and for ease of exelana-;l~-‘

‘tion let us suppese there are two towns located reasonably
close to each othere In one town the females outnumber the
males. by & ratlo of three to two. In the other town tne males
outnumber the. females by the same ratlo.‘ If such be the oase,
we can safely presume that at least twenty percent of all
1nd1v1duals will . select mates from a town other than thelr
own, Sex ratlo 1s a. fector 1n ell mlxed mcrrlages, be they |

, rellglous, ethnlc, or r301al.b
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Wlth regard toﬁnegro-whlte marriages in the continental
United States sex ratlo is. not such a great factor, because
the disparity- of the ratlo is practlcably negllglble 1n most
iareas. Where the dlsparlty oi the sex ratlo is am 1mportant
factor 1s among the Armed Forces statloned in a. predomlnantly ‘
Hwhlte forelgn country such as Germany.. Here a great propor-
'tlon of males have ‘been. kllled off through war leav1ng an ex-w

cess .of ellglble femalee. Here the negro is thrown 1nto a'

practiéally ell—white saciety. He seeks companlonshlp and

finds 1t, and very often brlngs a whlte brlde back to his home -

country.j The mllltary frowns on’ 1nterra01al marrlege, but
does not :forbid 1t. | | 1} ‘

Closely related to pr0p1nqu1ty as. a- fector in 1nterr301al
‘ marrlages is a theory propounded by Edward Byron Eeuter in hlS

book entltled Race Mlxture. It is hlS theory that racial dlf-
12

'ferences are to an extent sexually stlmulatlng. He states-

The ex1stence of some r301al dlfferences w1th1n a
populatlon or between populatlons elosely associated
operates rather deflnltely as a sex stlmulant. Mod=-
erate differences in racial-type appeal in a very
~direct way to the unlversal wiskr .for new and stim- R
ulating experience: .,.But. the range of dlfference
may not be great élse the offended aesthetic ana-
bilities overshadow the .sex attractioni the repug-
nance to strange contacts, :even in. the’ absencé of.
gross dlfferences, is- ever present din personal
relations.

.;...The spontaneous negatlve reactlon toward persons

- of a strange race decreases with famlllarlty., Ha-
‘bituation through association leads to. the toler~ ..
ation of traits iditially hlghly offensive; things
~at first offensive become in a manner attractlve.
At any rate there is a decline, on- 888061atlon, in . .
the early disgust reactions. At the ‘same time the = . -
sex appetlte remalns an. 1mperat1ve urge. ~As the-
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repu1810n due to dlfferences decllnes through famll-
iarity the tendency to sex contact increasesj; the

- sex attraction overcomes the repu151on of- race and
~culture dlfference. : ‘

;'As can be seen with just a mlnlmum of thought Mr. Reuter does'|’
have a p01nt. How else ‘can we account for the thousands and
.thousands of mulattoes9 :‘ . b _

As we have seen - thus far there are three magor factors

{ which- lay the groundwork for 1nterrac1al marrlages, phy81cal-'

proplnqulty or the opportunlty'for s001al contact, sex ratlo,

fand the fact that r801al dlfferences are sexually st1mulat1ng.-='

" There remalns yet another,'and thls is the most. 1mportant
' faotor of all, It 1s the factor of What can be called spirit-

-ual proplnqulty because:i;pertalns to the thlngs of the’ splrlt |

,ljlt 1ncludes 1ntellectual, splrltuel and moral nearness or

llkeness.» It is common knowledge that llke likes llke. We';
choose our frlends from those Who ‘have atbltudes, morals, and -
1deals s1m11ar to our . own.‘ These thlngs are much more 1mpor-
tant than eppearances.ﬁ As the attltudes,‘morals and 1deals’

of the negro through educatlon and a381mllatlon approach those

R of the whlte soc1ety 1n whlch ne llves thls w1ll become an'A‘

‘ever 1ncrea31ngly more 1mportant faotor..“_ - :
. 5 !

These are the factors whlch 1nfluence 1nterra01al mar—‘“

K riages. As these factors become more- accute, we have every

reason to belleve that mlscegenatlon Wlll be on the upgrade.:
No one cen be led to belleve thet these factors are not be-
‘comlng more eccute."We can.deny it, but we cannot not belleve

1t,_ They p01nt the way of the futureg




, Ihterra01al merrlages are becomlng more common and more
‘natural. Yet they are frowned upon- and' the components -are
Adlsdalned and desplsed. There are great forces both moral
‘fand legal applled to suppress them. These forces take the .
form of pregudlce and dlscrlmlnetlon. o ‘ I

Accordlng to D J Thorman managlog edltor of Ave EiEiﬁ "
~-and edltor of Act these are the two factors Whlch comprlsev
the whole race problem.- He wrltes in. Amerlca 3"The race .
problem 1tse1f 1s made up of" two dlstlnct though related

’elementsu pregudlce and dlscrlmlnatlon." 'He deflnesApregu-';.

| dice as: -

...prlmarlly a personal moral. problem. True 1t 1s
tied in-with-a complex of psychological, cultural
and social attltudes and con51derat10ns, but it al-
-waye boils down.to the individual who. is preaudlced~
pregudlce is- embedded in individuals, .

'»He deflnes dlscrlmlnatlon as"

-...the practlcal outward express1on of pregudlce.-

Discrimination involves the laws and social customs
which' treat Negroes and .other mlnorlty groups as if -
they were not qulte human. It is. 1nst1tutlonallzed

prejudice -- that is, it. has become more or less
permanently 1ngra1ned 1nto our soc1el hablts and .

1nst1tut10ns.'
Thormen s deflnltlon of preaudlce presupposes at least a

bas1c meaning of the woré The Amerlcan College chtlonarg

deflnes preaudlce as, Man unfavorable oplnlon or feellng

_ formed beforehand or w1thout knowledge, thought, or reason."

To understand the meanlng of pregudlce as it pertalns to-
Amlscegenat;on it 1s necessery that we understend the basis

‘upon which'rhe'OPiﬁion has been formed, WMost irrefionei.'
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audgments are based on iear, and in this case 1t is based on
fear of ra01al degeneracy, moral decadence, and cglturall
declmne.‘[?ff_ Lt

Edward Byron Reuter wrltes in hls book Race Mlxture'IA,

" The general publlc as well as many 500181 students .
impute great significance to this. amalgamation. of

" the races., The- prevalllng note in the 5001o-p011t-

- ical discussion is.one of pessimism:.- there is fear
~of racial degeneracy, moral decadence, and cultural
decline; an uneasy and unanalyzed. sense. of impend-
“ing. rac1al and cultural dlsaster.~‘

s

‘Is IaClal deveneracy somethlng to be feared? Degeneracy
is a word whlch cen very ea51ly be used equlwocally. Normally,
it carrles w1th 1t a peaorltlve connotatlon. 'However, such is
c-not always meant to be the Case, If by ra01al degeneracy we -
dmean a decllne in phy51cal mental and moral qualltles, this
'Would deflnltely be somethlng to be feared.~ But if by this
';term we 81mply mean a. loss or 1mpa1rment wmth respect to. race
or klnd,'lt is not somethlng to’ be feared A11 the great races
- of the world today are the result of a mlxture of prlmltlve
I'acesg “ V

: Mlscegenatlon deflnltely Wlll lead. to rac1el degeneracy
1n the second and more technlcal meanlng of the term. How~ ‘
; ever, it is nothlng to re feared Mr Beuter wrltes.lﬁx’
Wherever the members of dlvergent raclal stocks have
come into contact! they have associated to produce a .
group of nondescript hybrid offspring..... For a
. longer or shorter time the two racial groups nay
live side by sidé, in a state of relative separate-
‘ness, each maintaining a semblance of racial and
cultural 1ntegr1ty. But the hybrid population’
grows by natural -increase, by the continued inter-

mixture of the races, and by the intermixture of
the hybrlds w1th each of the rac1ally separate
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=groups.\ The'unlform results'are anAlncrease of the

.- hybrids at thé expense of each ‘parent. group, the

" present disappearance of racial lines, and the ul-

- timate mongrellzatlon of the ent1re populatlon." o

-yIf thls type of raclal degeneracy would result in physl-l
-cal moral, ‘and cultural decllne, 1t would be somethlng to be-
feared.: But as . far as phys1cal qualltles are concerned thev
:negro is often far superlor to the whlte man. Wltness hls
_great prowess dlsplayed in the athletlc sports of football
baseball basketball ‘and boxing. To- assume that it Would
'result in moral decadence 1s to assume that the negro 1s 1n- |
| >nately 1nferlor in thls respect, and thls is not necessarlly
hso; Those with hlgh moral standards are to be found among
all races. So also are those to be found w1th a- low moral
standard;, Those who oppose mlscegenatlon out of fear of

_moral decadence desregard entlrely the theory of natural )

gselectlon. lee Wlll mate w1th llke. A reprobate w1ll marry

| a reprobate, and a bonum v1r w1ll marry a bonam: muller.'

— —

| The argument that mlscegenatlon leads .to. cultural decllne
is the weakest of all Proponents of thls argument fall to -
recognlze the cultural achlevements of the negro race espe—.
101ally 1n the fleld of muslc., Before the advent of Jazz, o
which is: strlctly negro 1n orlgln, the strlp tease Was re- gji*
’7guarded as the only orlglnal Amerlcan art form.. The negro
~race has certalnly contrlbuted 1ts falr share to Amerlcan
culture.: The negro has often: rlsen,to great cultural helghts.

' Cons1der the accompllshments of such people as Marlan Ander—

'son, Paul Robson, Duke Elllngton, Nat Klng Cole, and the
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all-time great and world renowned "Satchmo," 4Among the
negro's cultural cqntributioﬁs can be listed much of our
early'Aﬁeriéan fdlk music"énd‘the modern Calypso.

" Miscegenation has definitely played o great part in

these cultural achievements. . In poihting up this fact

Reuter says:16

Where two divergent groups associate to the pro-
duction of an intermediate type. The achievement
of the hybrid individuals as well as the cultural
status of the mixed blood group as a whole is
superior to one at least, of the ancestral types.
Cagses are cited from every area of miscegenation,
The: mulattoes resultlng from the association of
Negroes and whites in the United States are su-
perior in status.and accomplishment to the unmix-
ed Negro group, and individuals are often well
above the average of both the ancestral.groups.
With few exceptions, every American. Negro who
has risen above mediocrity has been of mixed
racial parentage, : ' S '

The desirability of racial purity for the sake of
racial purity is éérﬁainly'questionable.. Mr, Reuter draws -
attention to the fact that:;7

The population groups in the modern world with
the highest approximation to racial purity are
Just those groups of most meager cultural ac-
complishment. The fragments of primitive groups
'8till living are the purist in blood- and the low-
est in culture of existing populations., In Amer-
ica, the white stock with the lowest index of
recent racial intermixturer are the southern
mountaineers, They are at the same time the
most culturally retarded white group: in the
American populatlon, - :

The negro race is definitely purer then ‘the white"race.'
Pérhaps this is"the reason the white race is regarded as
culturally‘superior.' Mr. Reuter goes on to explain why

racial amalgamation and cultural advancement go hand in
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hand..l8

Isolation is an essential precondition to racial
purity. But the uniform and inevitable effect of
isolation is cultural stagnation and retardation.

The people most pure in race are most retarded in

culture. Contact, on the other hand, is a condi~

tion essential to culture growth. It brings the

divergent standards, the strange beliefs, the new

practices, and the fruitful ideas and methods which
disorganize the established order and free the in-
dividual, _

As we have seen there is absolutely no basis in reeslity
for a fear of miscegenation because it will result in racial
degeneracy, moral decadence, and cultural decline, On the
contrary, intermixture of the races sets the stage and
brings about a condition essential for cultural growth, Yet
there is a bias against miscegenation and this bias can re-
_ceive no other name than prejudice,

This prejudice finds its practical outward expression in
the laws and social customs of our nation, The end result is
discrimination against a large segment of the population. Not
only is the negro made to feellinferiorvand led to the con-
viction that he“is>regarded as- not quite human, but so also
are those of other-races. All those who have a tendency to
want to marry outside their own race are led to believe they
arelqueer and not quite normal.- The end result is, to put it
mildly, a bad situation,

Just how widéspread is the discrimination against inter-
racial marriage? Six states prohibit intermarriage ' of the

races by constitutional law, These states are.Alabama, Mis-

sissippi, Florida, North Cerolina, South Carolina, and Ten-
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nessee, - Ain . addltlonal twenty-two states prohlblt mlscegen~
atlon by statutory 1aw. | .

There is grave doubt as: to the constitutlonallty of these’
I

antlumlscegenatlon laws. Reuter reports that°

In at. least two cases the constltutlonallty of such

. 'legislation was questloned upon the- ground that it
-violated the obligation of a contract--an action .

_ forbidden thé states by the federal constitution., .
But the Circuit Court and Supreme Court of Indiana
‘have both held that marriage is not a contract w1th— '

-.in the meaning of this clause of the constltutlon,
and that such leglslatlon is a legltlmate exer01se
of the pollce power oi the state. o

We mlght also add that we serlously questlon the w1sdom of the
ﬂcourt ‘in maklng thls de0181on.» Purely from a legal stand—
pomnt marrlage bears all the marks of a legal contract freely

‘entered upon, sanotloned by the state, and duely withéssed.,
Tlme reports that'go'
A test cese arose 1n 1955, in’ whlch a whlte Woman
-petltloned the courts ‘in- Portsmouth Va,. t9-annul o
her marriage: to her Chlnese sailor husband ofi:l5. i
months, When the annulment was granted, the Chis=..
nese seaman's lawyers appealed Tast week the
Virginia ‘Supreme. Court ‘réviewed thé constitution-
ality of .the law for the first' time and upheld it, .
. Said Justice Archibald C.. Buchanan:i -'We are unable
.to read in the 14th Amendment...any words or ine
tendment which prohibit  the state from:enacting
legislation to ‘preserve the racial: 1ntegr1ty of .
~its citizéns.,.so0-that it shall dot have a mon~ = -
" grel breed of citizens, . :Wé find there is no re-
quirement that . the state &hall not legislate to
prévent the obliteration of racial pride,. but -
must permit the corruption of blood, even . though
it weaken or destroy the quality of its citizen-
shlp. Both sacred and secular history teach that
~nations have better advanced in human progress ,
when they. cultlvated thelr own.,.pecullar genlus.

What Justlce Buchanan falls to reoqgnlze are his own out-

moded and - erroneous oplnlons.v-Hls oplnlons;are def;nltely
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'those of a pregudloed mlnd because they were formed w1thout

t fknowledge, thought or reeson. It 1s much e351er to eey

hlstory proves than to prove by hlstory.,

The only state in Whlch antl-mlscegenatlon 1eglslat10n i

A.-was successfully challenged was 1n Callfornla.g}A."

In 1948, a hlstorlc Callfornla case " led - to the out-_ .
- lawing of that states' ban on 1nte1raelal MErTiagCe s os .
. 'Both parties in-the California caseé-were 'Catholics,
" ‘and they were strongly backed in ‘their courtifight
by the Catholic Interracial Council of Los Angeles. .
The final decision was, it .seéems to us, ‘beyond ar- .
" gument, The law in question infringed upon the:
. free. exerc1se -of their religion by the two partles
", involved.  And- ‘though the state may legitimately
.claim the right to . legislate on the purely civil
effects of marrlage this does not: give it the right
"to.ban marriage entirely except . for an important -
- social objective and by reasonable means., bertaln—
ly legislation on marriage must be based-on more’
. than racial pregudlce and unfounded unsc1ent1f1o
- superstltlons.;L‘

The very fact thut the Supreme Court of Callfornla has‘

‘ruled agalnst the constltutlonallty of that Stote s lews ban-~

. nlng mlscegenatlon glves greve reason to doubt the efflcaoy

of such leglslatlon. The arguments upon whlch the decmslon
'was based are clear end beyond a doubt. The law 1nfr1nged

' .upon the 1nd1v1dual‘s rlght to recelve the sacrament of mat-
rrlmony. Thls rlght cen be 1nfr1nged upon only for an 1mpor~.
rtant 3001a1 obaectlve, and by reesonable means.n The obgectlve
must be real, and not merely the flgment of a preaudlced mlnd
'~based on unfounded unsc1ent1flc superstltlons. Even if the
~obgect1ve were real, 1t must needs be obtalned by reesonable
5means.; The bannlng of marrlage between all 1nterr801al

couples certalnly oannot be cla851f1ed as’ a reasonable meens.‘ -
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‘The’banning cf marfiege between-ell‘interracial‘couples cer--
talnly cannot be. class1f1ed as a reasoneble means,» iﬁ Amer~
ica it 15 tradltlonal that our 1aws are de51gned for Lhe pron
:tectlon of the 1nnocent. It-1s~better that twenty.gullty go4
free than that one 1nnocent suffer unauetly,' In some cases
1nterr801a1 marrlage may be unde51reble, but in many ceses it:
':1s most de51rable for those to be a pdrty to thet unlon. Inv:
fact, 1t may be thelr only means of salvetlon. |

No matter how Well—lntentloned the laws agalnst mlsce- ~
genatlon may be, after a close and 801ent1flc examlnatlon 1t
‘is clearly manlfested that they are based on: pregudlce rather . -
fthan on down to earth reallty.“ The end result 1s unaustlce. 
'to that mlnorlty Wthh seeks 1ts aust pursult of happiness .
' through 1nterrsc1al marrlege.’ Con51der1ng thls 1naust1ce andJ
the factors of our tlmes, would 1t not be flttlng and proper:
that we'. re-evaluate our attltudes, and they then w111 flnd
-thelr outward espre581on 1n the revamplng of our laws?

Our preaudlce toward 1nterra01al marrlages stems from
'; our preaudlce toward the negro.a He 1s accepted as a group as
'f'ba31cally 1nfer10r.» Nothlng can set hlm apart or ralse hlm
tc’a higher standard ‘He has his place, ‘and must be kept SR
tﬁere. Would it not be better tc accept each 1nd1v1dual for .
hlS own 1ntr1n51c worth¢ Many negroes dlstlngulsh:themselvesi
.head and shoulders ‘above the average whlte man. <Yeffthey‘aree
not accepted as equals.. o s ﬁ

o

John B. Sheerln, C S. P., ertes 1n The Cathollc World

.....
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for Jénuary, 1956 za

A group of lOO 1aymen in Loulslana protested agalnst
Archbishop  Rummel's assignmernt. of Negro. priests in
their area. The Archbishop, . they claimed "...is .
trying.to compel us to ‘go.against the way: we were =
raised and. the things ve beliéeve 'in, " - Theirs must
be an ulcerated form of Christianity for the real’
“thing knows no :¢olor 'bias‘or class- dletlnctlon."We e
have all been borm to “the ,5ame" destlny,” said .one: -
of the early Chrlstlans, "aid we do not dlstlngulsh
ourselves one from the other” except . by virtue."
" The early Christians dlsmlssed as’ qulte 1rrelevant

"the ephemeral honors, of class and caste, the" ac31-3
dental- distinctions: of color  and race.” Even some ,
pagans -knew that all men are created equal but the - -
Christian brotherhood was based on somethlng more

" than.that. - Then as.now the resl Christian spirit .
of togetherness 'springs from the awareness that -
this created human. nature, broken by the fall, has
‘been reneéwed and redeemed by the sacrifice of. cal- .

" vary.. ‘"There is neither Jew nor Greek; there is "

 neither bond nor. free," Says St Feul "..;forfyou

- are all one in Christ. ' L h ‘

"We have all been born to the same. destlny, and we do
'“not dlstlngulsh ourselves one from the other except by v1r;'
tue."” Thls 1s truayw the Chrlstlan mode of personal evalu~

“ fatiea, It does away Wlth any type of preaudlce based on raceg
'coior, or-creed Each man 1s accepted because of hlS own 1n~‘

tr1n51c worth rather than by belng 1dent1f1ed Wlth tbe par~‘b

'e'tlcular group of whlch he. Just happens to be a member. If

'pregudlce 1s to dle, our attltude toward cur fellow man must
‘be based on each 1nd1v1dual's own phy51cal ,moral and 1ntel-.fv‘
' lectual wortho* o L L :

When pregudlce dles, pur dlscrlmlnatory laws elll cease
lto be because dlscrlmlnatlon 1s nothlng more than the out»
ward expreselon of pregudlce. Our marrlage laws,4as well as

all laws, Wlll be based on rlght reason and w1ll have as thelr
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‘obaect the common good of all.' They Wlll no- 1onger sow the
.seeds of hate and dlscord but w1ll enable all men to 11ve to-
gether in harmony,;eaoh mag worklng out'h;sfown‘happlness and |
salvation'accofdihgmto the'ﬁaﬁﬁer~in Which‘he so desires. |
Thus far 1n thls treatlse we have endeavored to enumerate.
the factors 1nvolved w1th regard to the 31tuatlon and trend in
Vlnterra01al marrlages, We have explalned the factors and have
shown why We are 1ed to belleve they are becomlng more acute,,'
'and 1ncreas1ngly more 1mportant, Then we p01nted up “the con- |
‘fllct that does or w1ll ex1st when the trend runs head on 1nto'

‘the status quo, our ex1stlng 1aws and attltudes., Flnally we

_have proposed a Chrlstlan solutlon to- the problem, ‘an accept—
ance of each 1ndlv1dual based on. hlS own 1ntr1ns1c value.-~‘
‘There yet remalns~a Tfew mlsconceptlons or myths-w1th
regard to mlscegenatlon that have not been trested in the body
of thls text.. One of these myths is. concerned w1th the hered- _
1tary tralts of the offsprlng of mlxed unlcns.. Wlll the | |
chlldren resultlng from these mlxed unlons “be phys1cally and ‘A
mentally 1nferlor9 erth and Goldhamer state 23
There is probably no’ questlon concernlng Whlch pop-‘
ular myths and folk beliefs .are so far removed from
scientific knowledge as'is that of Negro-white inter-
mlxture...,f In the light of. present knowledge con-
cerning-the . 1nher1tance traits in man, the probabil-
ity is that crosses between Negro and other stocks »
follow the. same pr1nc1ples that apply to 1nher1tanoe
in general, - o .
'Each‘new chxld‘wi11°noﬁ7Eé:é”"suipriseoﬁéoksge;ﬁ 'Tﬁe>iaws-ofo'
heredlty as we know them w1ll apply to these chlldren as well‘“

as they Wlll %o ‘those of any unlon.'f
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'Whet abcuf-the‘skiﬁ*color'of:childreh of mixed‘unicns°
What are the chances that segregates should occur 1n later
-generatlonSQ‘ What 1s the probablllty of Whlte parents of

"mlxed blood" glVlng blrth to black chlldren? Cedrlc Dover

wrlte8°24‘

S In the skln colour of 'mlxed bloods,-...lt is' a
_matter. ‘of . common knowledge thet ‘blending is more
-frequent. than 'segregation, thaugh striking. segre-

. gates are sometimes found among radical crosses in
early geneérations, as in South Africa, .On the

.. whole, the children of white and black parents are

. brown in colour, and those. of the browns are not’

. ‘conspicuously’ dlfferent from the llghter or darker

‘perents.....w‘- . - . :

~I% is also ev1dent that in a mulatto populatlon in-
termarrying at random, the intermediate mulatto

. colour would be maintained, a negligible number be-
ing dominantly white or. black, ‘The popular 'throw-—

" back!' concept 'is. therefore. statlstlcally unimpor=
‘fant, Striking segregates occur, but are: always
rare, ‘Their incidence: belng further checked by -

‘iwsoc1al selectlon..< :

. The- p0851b111ty of the occurrence of segregetes cannot be-

| ruled out completelyw chever the probablllty of thelr occur-

.rence 1s so small that 1t 1s statlstlcally unlmportent.
The flnal myth that we shall treet of is an argument

‘concernlng evolutlon. To best expleln thls argument we call
upon the words of Herbert Ravenel Sass 25:

" In. other words we: whlte Southerners prefer our own
race end WlSh to keep 1t as it 1s. fakfa :

This preference should not and 1n fact cannot be -

. +.eliminated. It is  much blgger than we. are, a ; far
-~ greater. thlng ‘than our ‘racial’dilemma, It . 1sv~-“
and here is another basic fact of great signifi-
cance -~ an essential element ‘in Nature 's huge and
complex mechanism, It is .one 'of- the regsons why
.evolution, ever. dlver51fy1ng, ever . dlscrlmlnatlng,
.ever . separatlng race from race, spec1es from spe-
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c1es, has been able to operate “in. an ascending
. course so that what began aeons ,ago -as something
resembling an: amoeba has now. become ‘Men. In.pre-

fering its own race and ih- striving to prevent the

_destruction of that race by amalgamatlon with an-
. ‘other race, the white south is not: flauntlng Nature
'-_but is in harmony w1th her. o - ) »

We do’ not at th1s tlme w1sh to go 1nto a lengthy dlscus-"
‘s1on concernlng the merlts of the theory of evolutlon. What -
;we do w1sh to do 1s to 51mply p01nt out that assumlng,

...that what began aeons ago as somethlng resembllng an
amoeba has now become Man;ﬁ- th1s change came about as a
result of what 1s known as the theory of natural selectlon.
Accordlng to thls theory each 1nd1v1dual w111 naturally choose
to mate w1th the person whom he cons1ders the best phys1cally,
'mentally, morally, and splrltually. Each person marrles the
.best- person he can get to marTy’ hlm. The end result is that
bthe best always mates w1th the best._ And thus, s1nce the off-'
spring are sometlmes superlor to both parental stocks, man o
can contlnually progress to a hlgher plane. Actually,-thls
is the law Mr Sass is. trylng to apply to hls own argument
ribut what he falls to take cognlzance of is the fact that from
time 1mmemor1al thls selectlon has been natural and free.

The ch01ce has not been bound down'by the leglslated laws of .
the land. The only laws 1nvolved were the laws of nature.

. The laws agalnst mlscegenatlon flaunt the laws of nature and
are not in harmony w1th her.‘

As we have seen over and over agaln the pregudlce agalnst

' mlscegenatlon, 1s based on nothlng more than fear and 1gno-7
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rance..‘We do not aévoéaté‘miséegenafion: ~Wewdé ﬁét édvcpéﬁé
that any 1nd1v1dual become a. party to a mlxed unlon.' Ail'we

'ask is that every 1nd1v1dual be left to work’ out hls own -

Jhapplness both 1n thls llfe and 1n the llfe to come accordlng_f;;

‘to the manner 1n whlch he so de31res.“

;Finis
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