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To Klll A Mocklngblrd is the story of a whlte, Alabama

lawyer, Attlcus Flnch ‘Atticus is brlnglng up two chlldren,
Jeremy and Jean Loulse.,Hells trying to moldA;nto_thelr llves
the knowledqe to:know right from‘wrongﬁandvhow:to act
accordingly. Jean Louise, better known as Scout,eis six years
old: Jem is ten; Scout tells this story with a great sense'of
humor and lnslght,‘enablinc the reader‘to_grasp at the

fleeting moments’of youth. AThe excitement, the mystery; and

lto ‘walk around in the chlldrens"shoes, to get a clear_
perspectlve of the chlldrens‘ world. “You never really ‘know a
man untll you stana in hlS shoes and walk around 1n themf
(Lee, 1960, p- 282) | | |

Scout shares her everfday experlences of both school and

homellfe throughout the‘novel ~ School 1s the 1nfluence of the

' :Dewey Dec1mal System, much to the reluctant dlsmay of Scout.

At home there is- Jem and- Attlcus, plus Calpurlna, the ‘black
housemald These and the Varlety of remalnlng characters:
1ntroduced 1nto the story make up Scout's world, a smallf
southern communlty, Maycomb Alabama.

: Dlll Harrls,_a‘summertlme V1s1tor and frlend of Jem and
‘Scout, enllghtens the 1mag1nat10ns and creat1v1ty'of the
children w1th his preoccupatlon for Boo Radley and the Radley
place. The Radley place belongs to a famlly that remains kept

to 1tself The shutters and doors-of the home ‘are kept

the pain of grow1ng up’ are felt by the reader who is 1nv1ted |

closed. The house is weathered with time and lack of care. In

~
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thisAhouse'Iives hoo Radley, a “maievolent phantom", never
actuaily seen hy the children, but known from the gory tales
of townsfolk. Boo Radley'e#entuall? plays a key role in
bringing_many of Scouts experienees into a unified lesson
about life. |
The day to day experiences and influences are enoughtfof

anyone, but when Atticus is appointed to defend a black man,
falsely‘accused of raping a white girl, he mustlpractice what
he preaohes in spite.of‘the typicai'sonthern community's
attitudes. In the midst of his efforts to raise Jem and Scout
prooerly, Atticus becomes a 1ivin§ example to his children |
and the entire community. | | |

' Attemptlng to justly defend a black man with conclu31ve
ev1dence of 1nnocence brought hatred and prejudlce upon:
AtthUSf Jem, and Scout as- the communlty was forced to
re-evaluate. its moral codes concernlng equallty before the
law (Ford,-p.122). Att;cus took-a_hard stand,.challenglng
this typlcal southern communlty to overcome 1ts fears and
B 1gnorance of the rlghts belonglng to all men, "be he any
‘color of the ralnbow" (Ford, p 123) The~w1sdom, knowledge,
and understandlng malntalned by Attlcus durlng this
increasingly dlfflcult time proved to be a domlnant factor in
the 1earn1ng process of both Jem and Scout.

'qem~and Scout were‘taught a palnful lesson from their
experience‘of a scared.and ignotant community. A.community-

forced to pay the price for'its,uneducated, fearful, and
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1gnorant pre]udlces (Llplncott, 1960, p 5) The:relatiOnships:
of fear, 1gnorance, and prejudlce play a definite role in
thlS story. The actual key, however, is the.educatlonal
element. The contrast between what is "taught“ and what is

"learned" is the central theme of Harper Lee s To Kill A]

Mocklngblrd (Schuster, -1963. p. 507)

The varlety of act1v1t1es and experlences that take

place.throughout the story have defrnlte effects on Scout .and |-

Jen's perception of lifet“As the'story proéresses the
Children are”forced to "learn“ abodt lifea What' ‘they are
“tauéht,' as thelr child- 11ke world v1ews are forced ‘to
conformato realrty, is exactly what‘enables them.tovcope»wlth
_ |the truths of this reality;

One of Scout's>earliest learning experiences takes placé.
her first day of school. What Scout learns at school seems to

be contradlctory of what she is taught before startlng

school At least thlS is true from the 1deallst1c, Dewey e

w r“

Dec1mal System perspectlve taken from the young teacher, MlSS
Carollne. Rea11z1ng that Scout has already been taught to 

read and write Miss Carollne comments,

Noﬁ‘you tell your father not to teach yonrl
anymore. It's best to begin-reading wlth;an
fresh mind. You'tell him Illl tahe over?
from here ‘and try to undo the damage-- 1::
:; Your father doesn t know how to teach:

YOUe o« o o« We don t wrlte'ln the flrst
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- grade, we‘print.dYon"won?ti1earn to write
‘until your in-the third;grade. (Lee,

. pPp.22-23)

This arouses in Scout a sudden awareness of her love for

reading and a dissatisfaction for school in general. It is

the prudence of Attlcus that helps Scout understand and learn

from her flrst day s experlence.'Attlcus explalns to Scout

whytthings are;nOtAthe;same.for'everyone,‘empha3121ng that,

althongh the law is bent inispecial ceses, the Finch's are
common foih and must obeyfthe law. Therefore a:secret
compromlse, bendlng Miss Carollne s law; is reached. Scout
concedes to remaln in school and her nlghtly readlng se551ons

w1th Attlcus_contrnue. None the less, Scout states

"The remalnder of ny school days‘were no
more ausplclous than the flrst. S |
'couldnlt help‘noticing that my fatherjhad
'sersed-for years in the statejiegisletnre,
- elected each time without o'gsp;-sitibn,"
innocent of'thésedjustments(my teachers
thought essentlal to the development of

-Good Cltlzenshlp. (Lee,,p.B?)A:'

The dally route to and from school takes Jem and Scout :
past the Radley Place. At;the,edge of the lot stand two

large, old oak trees. In one of the trees is”ecknot hole

which becomes a means‘of'communiceting with Boo: Radley, the
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"malevolent'phantom.“fThe first of Seueral treasures-found in
the tree'is chewingvguﬁt Gum"that‘when Cautiously eatenfdoes
not klll, or even make Scdut sick, as 1s expected of anythlng’
coming from the Radley Place. Other treasures from the tree

conslsts of two pollshed Indlan head pennles, two small soap

carvings resembllng Jem and Scout, a whole package of chew1ng 2

gum, an old spelllng medal, and a broken pocket watch on a
chaln w1th an. alumlnum knife. ThlS relatlonshlp with the
Radley Place enables Jem and Scout to begln putting
‘themselves 1n the Radley s shoes. They are beglnlng to llke
Boo Radley in splte of the long standlng fears -and rumors
from- the communlty. Jem and Scout have never actually Seen
Boo Radley, -but he is becomlng thelr frlend They are"
beglnlng to grow into the. shoes of Boo Radley. «
Dec1d1ng the tlme had come to acknowledge thelr-
gratltude for the gifts Jem and Scout wrlte Boo a note to be
placed in the tree. The follow1ng mornlng on thelr way to
school the chlldren are startled by the. 51ght of the knot
hole plugged w1th cement. Although thls upsets Jem and Scout
,.the 1nc1dents surroundlng the tree are not to be forgotten,
and thelr curlos1t1es about the Radley Place ‘were only
helghtened. -
Summer vacatlon soon sets 1n._W1th Summer vacation comes
Dill Harrls. With Dlll ‘Harris comes the mystery and
ex01tement of curlous preoccupatlon with Boo Radley and the;

Radley Place.AIn an attempt‘to execute the first of Dill's
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nevet endlng plans of establlshlng communlcatlon with Boo,
Jem and Scout become palnfully aware that Attlcus knows more
than they have g;ven him credlt for.‘_

Dill teok“post to keep'watch‘at“the front of thevRadley
Place. Scout kept watch at the’rear; Jem's role was to attach
a note to the end of a flshlng pole and reach across the yard
pla01ng the note at a selected wlndow. Whlle attemptlng this
eerie task Jem and Scout are suddenly dlsrupted by the sound
of Dlll‘s warnlng bell and the 51ght of Attlcus. Even in
Atticus' dlspleaeure he shows a certaln;amount'of
understanding and ineight iﬁtQ.thé way the Radleys'chooee to '

live as he explains,

What Mr..Radley .';', Idoes.is] . :

. hlS own bu51ness. It'he wanted to come
'Aoﬁt,‘he would.;If}he‘wanted tc stay inside
~ his- own house he ‘had the rlght to stay

inside free from the attentlons of

‘;nqulsltlve children,. . . (Lee, p.53)

. Attlcus' expre551on of dlspleasure does not, however, leave a
1ast1ng‘1mpre551on on the children. Before the summer ends-
the chlldren make one -last attempt to get a look at Boo
Radley.:, | | | |

. Near the end of the summet,‘"BecauSe'nobod§ coul&.see
'them atvnight,.i; " [and] because 1f .Boo Radley kllled them

they d miss school instead of summer vacatlon, (Lee, p-55)
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the chlldren sneak under a wire fence at the back of the
Radley lot and proceed toward the. house. Creeplng aroundAto
the side of the house the three make thelr way to a w1ndow
with a loose shutter. L1ft1ng D111 to the w1ndow prov1des
only the 91ght of a dlstant light comlng through the
curtalns. This belng unsatlsfactory they creep'to the back of
the house and up on the porch As they crawl up to another;‘
w1ndow to get a better look the sudden 91ght of a man’ s‘
shadow amongst them brlngs about a panlc stricken sprlnt for
the fence, Jem, in a mad dash to escape the explodlng sound
of a shotgun,,leavesphls pants, tangled and tormn, in the:
fence.

' Later;that'niéhtg when the commotion'has settled and
Attlcus’ readlng llght has gone out, Jem, in ‘spite of Scout s
pleas,.sneaks back to the Radley place to retrelve hls
trousers. Thls experlence has a dlrect effect on Jem and
Scout s ChlldhOOd relatlonshlp as Scout struggles to

understand°

‘;lt'was_thén Issuppose, that Jem and I
first Eégan to part COmpanyw éometimes I
dld not understand hlm, but my perlods of
hew1lderment were‘short -lived. ThlS was
beyond me.?odr* Jem stayed moody andj
51lent for a week As. Atticus had once“

‘.adv1sed me to do, I trled to cllmb into

Jem's skln and walk around in 1t° if I had
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gone alone to the Radley Place at two in
the mornlng, my funeral would have been
held ‘the next afternoon. So I left Jem
.'alone and tried notdto'bother him. (Lee,>

p.61-62)

WhenxJemdbreaksnhis silence vigil he‘confides in_Scout}’
"ﬁhenvl went back“they [the pantsf &erethIdedyaoross the
fence . . like they were expectlng me. g'g*. They'd been
sewed up . Not llke a 1ady sewed 'em, 11ke somethlng I'd try
lto do.%All crooked"™ (Lee, P 63) Agaln Jem and Scout are able
to see thlngs from another perspectlve. They are beglnlng toA
become more aware of the fact that the Radley Place contalns
a frlend, not a phantom desplte rumored bellefs. .

oWJnter sets in and the first snow fall ip_MaYCoﬁb
'Alabanafin nearly:sixty years brings~nith it‘the burning of‘a
nelghbor s house and Stlll another glft from Boo. This time
’ 1t is a woolen blanket unobtru51vly sllpped around Scout'
shoulders as- she stands, nearly free21ng, by the Radley ‘
Place, watching the flre. When once agaln settled at home.
Attlcus' sudden recognltlon of the blanket prompts Jem's full
confession of all glfts. Jem 1s learnlng more about Boo,'and
old rumors than he reallzes as he explalns to Attlcus, PR §
swear to God he ain t ever harmed us, he aln t ever hurt usf
he coulda cut my throat from ear ‘to ear that night but he

tried to mend,my pants instead ;5,;..he ain t_ever hurt us,

Atticus" (Lee, p.76)..
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vScouffs‘first.inclinetion.of‘hfficusf apéointmeht‘to
defend Tom Robihson, a black man, is brought eﬁout,in:the
schooi.yard Crltlclsm from a schoolmate beglns e‘"rether
thln tlme“ for Jem and Scout When questioned as, to why he is

defendlng a black man Attlcus explalns to Scout,‘A

....1f I dldn 't I couldn t hold my head up "
in town, I couldn t represent thls county
 in'the'Leg1slature, Ivcouldn‘t even tell
you  or Jem not to-do somethlng agaln.'.h}
. You mlght hear some ugly talk about 1t%f
A‘at.school, but_do one thlng for me if'you
wili: you just hold your:head hithandﬁ
keep those fiets:down, No matter}what
aanody sa§s to you, &oﬁ't you let-them‘hl
: get your goat.. Try flghtlng with your head -
for a change . . . it's a good one, - even
if it does resist learnlng. [Attlcusiweht
on to explaln J It's dlfferent rhis tiﬁe;‘
.‘,‘. This time we're not flghtlng the
AYankees, we're flghtlng -our, frlends.‘But
remember this, no matter how bltter thlngs
get, they're Stlll our frlends and thls 1s

Stlll our home. (Lee, .80 81)

The follow1ng day Scout walks away from a flght for- the

flrst time in her life. Out of respect for Attlcus' w1shes
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_,Scout,remains'calm'for several-weeks.'It is not until the
family. gatheriné at Christmas that Scout is provoked enough
to break her father s w1shes, It is for her father's good
name. that Scout goes agalnst Attlcus w1shes.-When cousin

Fran01s refers to Atticus as a “nlgger lover o o .o ruinin the

_ famlly"‘(Lee, p 87) Scout lets fly w1th a flst to the mouth. L

Although she recelves a whlpplng for. her actlons, Scout chose
3to>rema1n 51lent-about the provocatlon; Her w1sh.1s to honor .
herﬁfather‘bitﬂot_letting‘anything she:hears about him-make
her angry._Scout:isrbeginingAto learnAthat physical fighting
is not alwafsuthe best answer. EVen in cases of ektreme
provocatlon people ‘must pay a prlce for the1r actlons. This
lesson applles.to,everyone, even Scout s cool headed brother
Jem. o | |

Mrsg Dubose,»an elderly'neighbor;'has an ab111ty to
1nfur1ate Jem whenever he and Scout pass by her house.
Attlcus often explalns:toaJem,-"She s an old lady and she's
ill. You just7hold your head high and'be‘ahgentleﬁan.
Whateverfshe says to YOu, 1ts your job not to let her make
you mad" (Lee,'p.104)f In sp1te of Attlcus' words of w1sdom
Jeh has a breaklng p01nt. A p01nt where Mrs, Dubose;s
constant'inability to put'herself'in Atticus' andﬂin demhand
Scout s shoes causes Jem to. take matters 1nto hlS own hands.
Whlle passing Mrs. Dubose house_on the way to town one

afternoon the children are confronted‘with her verbal abuse.b'

'Yes indeed, what has this world come to
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when a Finch goes against his raising? . .
. Your father s no better than the nlggers.
" and trash he works for! . . . ...half the

Flnches were. .in the asylum anyway;-but.if A

our [Jem and Scout s] mother were. llVlngh
:we [Jem and Scout] would not have come to

such a~state. (Lee, p- 106)

It is not untll the return trlp from town that Jem s anger

*gets the best of hlm.

Jem‘snatched my [Ssouts] baton and ran
flalllng wildly up the steps 1nto Mrs.
Dubose s front yard, forgettlng everythlng
Attlcus had sald, o . He did not begin
to. calm down untll he had cut the tops off
'every camellla bush Mrs, Dubose owned,'

.v.(Lee, p.107)

For histactionsddem is advised to gozandfdiscuss the-matter

with Mrs. buhose. The prlce for Jem s 1rratlona1 behav1or,
two hours of readlng to Mrs. Dubose every day after school
and ‘on Saturdays for a month This experlence proves, to be
difficult for Jem and Scout as Mrs. Dubose contlnues to
harassfthem. Jem and Scout are unaware that Mrs. Dubose is a
morphine addict determined to leave this wor1d~"behold‘to
nothlng and nobody.“ By readlng ‘to her Jem helps her to keep

her mlnd off her next fix as she is’ belng weaned off the
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drug.fShortly after the month of dally readlng Mrs. Dubose

- dles. As Attlcus explalns the nature of. Mrs. Dubose 1llness,z.

A torJem, and just how 1mportant hlS readlng had been in |

helpihg}her,to;cope, Jem becomes palnfully aware .of the

importanceﬁof placing ones_self~1n anothera.shoes.no:matter

what.

Attlcus explalns to Jem that had he not fallen lnto Mrs.

Dubose s hands he would have been made to read to her anyway.

' Explalnlng further Attlcus states,

"I‘wanted yoh to‘See*eomething‘about her;-I
wanted you to see what real courage ls,
1nstead of gettlng the 1dea that courage’
is a man with a,gun in hlsyhand. lt-s:when }
yon,know'your 1ickedahefore YOuvbegin-but
?ougbegin'anyway andtyou eee.it_through:no'
~matter“what. You;rarely ﬁin;:butisometimes

- youAdo; Mre.‘Dhbose won, all'ninet§feight:

- _fpoundSFOf'her. AccOrding”to.herivieWS; she
 died behold to nothlng and nobody. She was:

Hethe bravest person ‘I ever. knew. “(Lee,

'9,116).<

Desplte Jem and Scout s feellngs toward Mrs.\Dubose,‘f

desplte Mrs. Dubose s seemlngly bltter dlSpOSltlon, she

prov1des a p081t1ve learnlng experlence for Jem and Scout.

The chlldren s feellngs toward Mrs.'Dubose reflect the

. R L L - L ; . . . .
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communlty s attltude toward Attlcus and hls actlons.AFrom
thlS the chlldren learn’ that, llke Attlcus, Mrs. Dubose 1s
'only belng true to her essence.. D01ng what she must
Experlences like thls can not be’ taught as such but they are
learned -

The days.that follow prove to be no ea51er as the
children are confronted more_and more by thelr classmates and
fother membersyof the community. In‘searohingﬁfor answers Jem
and Scout are able to use the1r experlences to help broaden
their perspectlves on llfe. Attlcus' 1nfluent1al w1sdom is
also.an 1mportant.factory;n,helplng the chlldren adapt
Aaccording‘to their experiencés; Ansuering-some of Scout's
questions ooncerning;the Robinson oase, and ‘the attitude of
the community,ZAtticus.ooints.out the importance of belng
true. to your‘own essence. He explains to;his'little.girl that
people arelentitled to'think what they will and be respected
for thelr oplnlons. Attlcus goes on to p01nt out, ", ..before
I can llve w1th other folks I Ve got to llve w1th myself The
'one thlng that doesn t abide to- majorlty rule is a person s
con501ence (Lee, P 109).
= When asked by Scout 1f he a 1s ﬁnigger lover" Atticus
replles,."I most certalnly am. I do my best to love everybody
. ;sf'lt s never -an 1nsult to be called what somebody thlnks
is’ a bad name. It just shows you how poor that person 1s. Itb
doesn't hurt you“ (Lee, 9.113).‘Just as Jem has;tO‘pay_the

prlce for the pride that forces him to damage Mrs. Dubose's |
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camellla bushes‘so'Attrcus must pay the prlce for hls prlde;
Jem s respect for hlS mother and father brought about hlS
- actlons. Attlcus“respect for humanlty, in the same way,i
.Vforces h1m to justly defend Tom Roblnson,:an equal fellow'
human belng. Attlcus 11ves as an equal and 1oves as an. equal
in a calm understandlng and honest way that makes hlm a
11v1ng example to Jem and Scout Attlcus not only speaks out
of w1sdom he llves by the very pr1n01ples of hls w1sdom, He
' is a. 11v1ng example, not for Jem and Scout s sake,.or for the‘
' sake of Tom Roblnson, or the communlty, but for hlS own sake,t
ThlS too is a“*life 1esson" for Jem and Scout. Although.
' reflectlve of the 1deal behlnd the Dewey Dec1mal System thls

"llfe 1esson" 1s one that can not be- taught from a text, It

‘ can only be 1earned from the experlences of llfe

1g As the trlal draws near ten51on rlses among the peoplef
fof the county. Thls becomes obv1ous to- Jem and Scout one
. nlght as a gatherlng of men confront Attlcus in’ the front
Ayard It is’ also obv1ous that Attlcus 1ntends to calmly yet‘

~persua51vely stand hls ground Wlth thlS Jem beglns to worry

"about Attlcus, (as only a son can worry about hls father),““

Jem s apprehen51ons are helghtened the nlght before the trlal-

- llas Attlcus, breaklng hlS usual evenlng routlne, takes the car -

and goes out for the evenlng. The nlght grows late and Jem s
worrlsome curlsoty gets the best of - hlm.lHe and Scout sneak:

out, get Dlll, and ‘go to flnd Attlcus. Seelng Attlcus' darkht

: .offlce they make thelr way around to the 3a11 house andau
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observe Attrcus; patlently 51tt1ng outs1de, reading the
paper. Startlng home the. chlldren notlce four dusty cars pull
.up in. front of the jall Sneaklng back to a, safely dlscrete
dlstance the chlldren anxlously observe Attlcus' ‘gentle
nmnner.¢Scout, unable to control her-antlclpatlon, -breaks
away from Jem and Dlll and runs to Attlcus‘ alde. Upon seelng
the chlldren Atticus 1nstructs Jem to take Scout and Dill
home. Wlth the same gentle persua81veness he has observed in
his father, Jem refuses. ‘As ‘the ten51on bullds Scout takes
notlce of a man ‘whose son is her class mate and whom Attlcus
has helped? In an attempt to be pollte, as she has learned

from Atticus)wscout~triesitd strike}up,cdnversation;"

Attlcus had said 1t was the pollte thlng

to talk to people about what they were‘

1nterested,1n, not about what you were .
interested ih; ﬁr. Cunnlngham dlsplayed~no

interest inlhis son, so I tackled hls

'entallment once more 1n a’ last dltch

effort to make hlm feel at home. (Lee,~

p.,lss)__ h

Suddenly Scout notices;thé*shock amongsththegcroWd; At this

pointhMr.’Cunningham squatts@dOWn,“takes Scbut by the
shoulders, and tells her that he w1ll say ﬁhey“ to his son
for her.,Then he calls the rest of the men back to thelr cars

and they ‘drive off. The‘next mornlngvat,breakfast Atticus
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ﬁoints out to the childfengthat ﬁr.ACunningham isﬁstillﬁtheir

| friend.

Mr. Cunnlngham s ba51cally a good man, .
T . he 3ust has his blind: spots along with
the rest of US. v + ...you'll understand

folks a little better when your older. ‘A

mob's always made up of people, no matter.
"what. Mrl Cunnlngham was . part of a mobi
last nlght, but he was Stlll a man. Every
mob in every 11ttle Southern town 1s.
always made up of people you know-—doesn't
say much.for them “does 1t?_. e e So 1t“
tookhan eight—year4old«ohild’to,bring,’em
to their sen'sves, didh'ty,it_? '« ... That
proues something--that a gang of wild
animals eén belstopped, slmplY»because
their still human.“.'.'.,...you chlldren
last nlght made Walter Cunnlngham stand 1n
e,my;shoes for a minute. That was enough.

(Lee, pp.159-160) © . " .

Again the children see:the importanoetof=helhg :
understandlng, not holdlng a grudge, puttlng yourself 1n
anothers shoes before castlng judgement or- actlng on
1mpu151ve feellngs. Thls as well is an experlence that can

not be taught but ‘must be learned. Just as Attlous learns.of
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Scout and Jems true dedication and 1§9é'fof him,'the childreh
learn the 1mportance of lov1ng and understandlng all men, be
they black or whlte, in jall or in the mldst of a mob. : |

When all was sald and done, the trlal over and Tom
Roblnson found gullty 1n splte of Attlcus prov1ng Tom s
1nnocence, there are many questlons and Stlll more 1essons to

be . learned Struggllng w1th what he has w1tnessed Jem states,

It s llke beln '.a oaterpillar in a-
cocoon, that's what 1t 1s,f.'.“.fhike
,soﬁethin' asleep wrapped up 1n.a warm”
fplace. I always thought Maycomb folks were-l
the best folksAln the world, least that's.

what'they:seemed like}v(Leeé_pLZlBF

Attlcus, aware. of Jem's struggle w1th the grow1ng palns,

of a broadenlng world v1ew, explalns to. h1s son,

ASo far nothing in your: llfe has 1nterfered
with. your reasoning process. Those‘are\
Altwelve reasonable men in everyday llfe[

_ Tom's jury, but you saw somethlng comem;"
between‘them and reasono,;l, .-There s
something in'ournﬁorldethat makes men lose
their'headséethey“couldn't be fair if they
tried. In our courts,'when it‘s a whlte
‘manfSYWOrd against a hlack ﬁan{s;lthe;e

white man always_wihs. They're'ﬁgly, but
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those are thetfacts of llfe.ArA..l The
: older you grow the more of 1t you'll see._
The one place where a man ought to get a
'sqnare,deal 1s.1n-a,courtr0om,Abe he any
color'of the rainbow, bnt people have a -
way of - carrylng their resentments rlght.
.flnto a jury box. As you grow older,.you’ll
see whlte men cheat black men every day of . .
your 11fe, but let me tell you somethlng’
~ and don't you forget 1t——whenever a whlte‘
man does that to a black man, no matter
‘who he 1s, how rlch he is, or how fine a
:famlly he - comes from, that white man is

trash. (Lee, p;223)_”

Jem soon beglns to place hlmself in other s shoes, whlch
helps him- become more aware: ana understandlng of why thlngs
are the way they are and why people do the thlngs they do.

B ThlS is apparent as Jem explalns to Scout,

»...everybody s gota learn, nobody s born
knOW1n'e That Walter s as smart as he can '
be, he just gets held.baok sometimes‘

,because he has to stay out and help hls"

i'daddy. Nothln S wrong with hlm.‘.'. .
Scout, I think I'm begining to. onderstand

something. I think I'm begining to
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understand why Boo'Radleyis'staYed shut up
in the house all this time . . . it's
‘because he wants to stay inside. (Lee,

_p.23d)‘

Jem eventually learns to tolerate the’ actual facts of
llfe. The 1mportance of belng true to yourself by standlng up
for your bellefs, whlle ‘being true to others by plac1ng
yourself in thelr shoes, and understandlng thlngs from thelr
perspectlve,,comes as a hard 1esson for Jem, but it helps hlm
to become hlS father s son.»?hese‘lessons Wthh Attlcus SO
often“displays'in-his own character‘are being formed in Jen's
attitudeso Scout, on the other hand, belng more of a flghter
by nature, stlcks strong to her safe, 1nnocent, ‘and 1gnorant'
uv1ews;unt;l‘one nlght an experlence that she will never
forget places;her‘rnto?the shoes of’BoowRadley, the
»“malevolent phantom.“ This experlence proves to be a lesson
learned from life, for life.

| ‘ On halloween nlght Jem and Scout are walklng home from
the‘evenlng s fest1v1t1es at school “As they- cross the dark
school yard, nearlng-the street, they are attacked by Bob
Ewell, the white man who has been made a fool of by Attlcus'
_defense of Tom Roblnson. As the scuffllng takes place Jem is
knocked unconscious and his arm is broke. Scouts halloween
costume, constructed of chlcken w1re, is crushed around her.
In the ex01tement Scout reallzes there is another person

1nvolved, someone has come to their. aide. Upon arrlval home,
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and after belng checked by the doctor, Scout goes 1nto Jem s
room to see- how he is. The sherlff has 1nvest19ated the scene.

of the 1n01dent and is already 1n Jem' 's’ room explalnlng to:

'<Attlcus that he has found Mr. Ewell out51de, dead, stabbed:;~'

w1th a. kltchen knlfe.

Relatlng the evenlng shevents to the sherlff.Scout'
polnts out thelr unldentlfled helper standlng Sllently
agalnst the wall p ;..[A]s I. p01nted at hlm in wonder the‘,
ten81on slowly dralned from hlS face. Hls lips parted 1nto a,
tlmld smlle, and our nelghbor s 1mage blurred w1th my sudden l
tears.a'Hey, Boo,».;." (Lee, p 273) | | |

As Attlcus 1nv1tes the sherlff to the porch to dlscuss
thlngs further Scout beglns to reallze the 1mportance of'
plac1ng yourself 1n someone else s shoes no matter what the

‘7~c1rcumstanoes.'

! If[Soout}dWondered“why Attious*easi
1nv1t1ng us to the front porch 1nstead of
pthe_llvlngroom,.then I understood The
! liuihéroomrlights were awfully strong.;;»mu':
People have a. hablt of d01ng everydayif-
thlngs even under- the oddest condltlons.gl
'“,pwas no.exceptlon. i Come along Mr. Arthur;h'
igff“.,j,[Boo}' T heard myself saylng, you don tA

'1know the house real well I‘ll just take

*'you to the poroh, 81r.fw,’}‘, Feel;ng

sllghtly‘unrealy.l-led him-to.the'ohair
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farthest from Attlcus and Mr. Tate. It was
in a deep shadow. Boo would1feel"more‘

.comfortable in the dark.y(Lee} pp,274—275)

In the argument that follows'between Atticus and
the sheriff Scout aga1n sees‘the 1mportance of stand1ng in
another's shoes toﬂget the proper perspectlve.'Attlcus, not-;
wanting~anything to be‘covered-up, argues'that if Jem has
killed Bob Ewell ‘his case ‘must be brought before the county
' court A clear cut. case. of self defense, The sherlff, aware
'of:the_fact‘that Jem could not have gotten up,-taken Bob
»Ewell's knife and stabbed him, argues that Mr, Ewell has
fallen on the knlfe. Although the sherlff is also aware of

the fact that Boo Radley has probably caused Ewell's death,

he places hlmself in Boo's shoes as he explalns to Attlcus,

~I never heard'tell that.it‘sbagainst the
- law. for a c1t1zen to do- hlS utmost to
.t'prevent a crlme from be1ng commltted,
'whlch is exactly what he [Boo] d1d but,'
maybe you 11 say - 1t S. my duty to tell the
town all about it. and not - hush it up.- Know o
"ﬂwhat'd happen then° All the lad1es in
Maycomb 1nclud1n my w1fe'd be knocklng on'
h1s door br1ng1ng angel food cakes. To my

way of th1nk1n', Mr. Finch, taklng the one"

' man who g done you and thlS town a great-
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' setuiceran"dragQin! him‘with his shy:eays..
intoltheTlimelight-eto mefethat'sha‘singf~
It s a sin and I'm not about to have 1t onh

. "my head. If it was any other man . 1t'd be
dlfferent. But not this man, Mr. Flnch.!-

l; I ‘may not be much, Mr Flnch but I m
Stlll sherlff of Maycomb County and Bob
Ewell fell on hlS knlfe. Good nlght, sir.

(Lee, pp. 278- 2?9)

A As the sherlff leaves and Attlcus Slts 311ently
contemplatlng, Scout places herself in- her father S. shoes;’
When Attlcus flnally speaks he asks Scout 1f she can p0881b1y
understand that Bob Ewell has fallen on hlS knlfe. f¥es slr,
I understand, I [Scout] reassured'h;m.JMr, Tate.{the shetiff}
was‘fight" (Lee,;p'279); When aSked‘What sheﬂmeant Scout
explalns to her father, "Well it'd sort of be llke shootlng a ;'

mocklngblrd wouldn t 1t°“ (Lee. . ;P 279)

Mocklngblrds ‘don't do ‘one thlng but make'
'e mus1c for us’ to enjoye They don‘t eat up,‘
people s gardens, don't nest in corncrlbs,

they don t do one thlng but 51ng thelr_?
: ‘hearts out for us. That s why 1t*s a sin

to k111 a: mocklngblrd (Lee, p.94)

Atticus;*gettingtupi thanKSEBoO‘Radleyhfot his‘childrensi
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"linés andvéoes intofthe'house leaving‘Scout Withabnt one more
‘ palr of shoes to try on. Gradually becomlng comfortable w1th

Boo Radley Scout beglns to understand hlm.

" once more he [Boo Radley] g‘o{- té"-hi's"-;._._ﬂ .
feet. he turned to me and nodded toward
Athe front door.A'You'd 11ke to. say good

R nlght to Jem, ‘wouldn't you;, Mr. ::’irtht;lr'>

'_Come rlght in."' ‘;1g{, Boo had drlfted to a
‘corner of the room, where he stood with
?hls chln up, peerlng from a dlstance at
Jemr I took him by the hand,:a hand

suprlslngly warm “for it s whltness. liA
§ tugged hlm a 11ttle, and he allowed me to
‘lead hlm to ‘Jem's bed. .'é “An expre551on ’

A',Aof tlmld cur1031ty was on. hlS face, as,
‘though he had never seen a boy before. Hls
‘{mouth was sllghtly open, and he looked at
ﬁJem from head to foot. -Boo! s hand came up,

vbut he let it drop to his. srde. . ;' 1‘Go

';;on 51r{ he s asleep.f His [Boo s] hand

came down 11ghtly on. Jem s halr.-I {Scout]
jwas beglnlng to learn hls body Engllsh.
les hand_tlghtened on-mlne:and‘heA
vindicated-that he‘Wanted to'leave. I 1ead
h1m to the front porch, where hls uneasy

steps haulted He was Stlll holdlng my
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:hand'and'he gaye“no sign oflietting me.go;;i

{'Wlll you take me- home?' He"aimostb'”

'whlspered_lt,'ln the voice of a ch11d
afraidfof‘the dark; ,”;';'.;.I entered the:

: ;Radley front gate for the second t1me in
wmy llfe, Boo and I walked up the steps to
fthe porch HlS f1ngers found the front
;doorknob He gently released my hand,

opened the front door, went 1ns1de,land
‘”shut the door behlnd him. I~never_sawhhim

aga;n._(Lee, p. 280 281)

Although Scout s journey w1th BooO. Radley 1s seemlngly
short, 1t is one of the most meanlngful journeys of her 11fe.
ThlS n1ght Scout Flnch, through her glimpse of Boo Radley,

catches_a gllmpse of reality that,broadens her world view.

I [Scout] turned to go home. Street _

1_ 11ghts w1nked down the street all ‘the way';A
"to town. I had never seen our nelghborhoodiﬁ-
from th1s angle..; . , Attlcus was r1ght--
One tlme he sald you never really know a;t

_?man untll you ‘stand- 1n his. shoes and walk“
. around in them. Just standlng on theééﬁ
fRadley porch was enough .7._' AsMI madef,
.gmy way “home, I felt very old . .‘--As f

-.made my way home I thought Jem and I would

"'llb p _"'.”!yy y; y“
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get‘grown but there wasn‘tfmuoh"elseileft
for us to learn,’except pOSSlblY dlgebra.

(Lee, p 282)

One more thing, gentlemen, before I quit;
Thomas’Jefferson once said that all men
are created'eQual; a phrase:thattthe
'Yankees and the side of the Executlve
branoh in Washlngton are fond of hurllng'
at us. . . . We know all men are not
created'equai in the sense some people
would have us believe--some peopledare
smarter than others; some'people have moré
opportunlty because they are born w1th lt,
some men make more money than others, some "
‘ ladles make better cakes than others--some
people are born glfted beyond the normal

‘scope of most men. (Lee, p 207 208)

This is prec1sely why Attrcus Flnch s way of life serves as

a strong example for what he teaches. Teachlng that does not.
enoompass_"readlng, wrltlng and arlthmetlc," but rather, "You
never really understand a. person untll you con51der thlngs
from his p01nt of v1eW*~.;. . unt11 you cllmb lnto hlS sklnA
and walk around in 1t“'(Lee,.p;34) As the story progresses
Jem and Scout 1earn the importance_oﬁustepplng ;nto anothers:

"skin" or "shoes". In doing so they learn that seeing things
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from“a wiser, more open perspectlve prevents 1gn0rant,

premature judgement. The chlldren s, own experlence of.

| S mlsunderstandlng others as they themselves are belng

‘mlsunderstood and therefore prejudlced agalnst makes thlsl
lesson a llv1ng 1earn1ng experlence of llfe, These learnlng
experlences are not the klnd that can be taught from a text
or by a hlghly dev1sed system of teachlng such as the Dewey
Dec1mal System:bThey are lessons that are learned from 11fe
1tself._The only real- teacher, Father tlme. Thus we see that‘

—— — — — -, ot st gy

Mocklngblrd, 1s the element of educatlon, the contrast

betﬁeenewhat lsgtaught<and what is learned.
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