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I. Key to AbbEeviations 

A.U. = Ad Uxorem 

D.K.C. = De Exhortatione Castitatis 

D.M. = De Honoga..mia 

I-CC = Volume One of Corpus Christianorum by Bre.pols: 

II-CC = Volume Two of Corpus Christianorum by Brepols 

Page Number- = Trlhere:passage may be found in the respective 
volume· 

Paragraph Number· = v../here:, paragraph may be found on that. re­
spectivepage 
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II., Introduction 

The purpos.e of this thesis is not to give an entire 

theologicaI outlook on marriage,. but rather to'. show' the' 

theological words and phrases 'Hith regard to marriage 1IThich 

are: employed by Tertullian in his three works on marriage: 

Ad Uxorem, De Exhortatione Castitatis,: De Nonogamia. It must· 

be pointed out that these three works do not contain the 

same trend of thought; because, as Tertullian vlrot-e these 

vJOrks, his ideas changed. Hence 1"hat he says in his: first 

11T0rk does not necessarily apply to his second and third \vork. 

A: Brief sketch of Tertullian l s life is given so that one 

is more readily able to. see how Tertullian I s views' on_ marriage 

were changed. FolloHing this, there is given a_ background and 

insight into:: each of the vlOrks, then. follm'ls an alphabetical. 

arrangement of the theological marriage word study of the 

three 11T0rks;, and finally a combined conclusion and sunuuary.· 

III. Life of Tertullian 

In the year 220 A.D., aft Carthage Quintus Septimius Flo­

rens: T'ertullianus, one who had a great influence on Christian 

Latin,. died. Sixty years earlier (160 A.D.O' in the same t01ffl 

of Carthage Quintus Septimius Florens Tertullianus ""as born 

the son of a Roman pagan cap_tain. Tel'tullian vIas. well. educated, 

especially in Latin legal. and rhetorical training. This, how­

ever, did not hinder his familiarity of the Greek language. 
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In the year 195 A.D., Tertullian returned to Carthage as 

a. Christian. Prior to this time he had been a lawy-er in Rome 

"There, as he himself says, he had "drained the cup of lust to 

its dregs,." (Res carn. 59). 

Often times the Church Fathers seem to indicate that '.fer­

tullian bacame a priest, when more than likely they merely 

meant that Tertullian devoted his time to a literary career 

for the, Church •. (Saint Jerome Vir., ill. 53).· 

In the year 207 A.D., after being a Christian for approxi­

mately blelvE;lI years, Tertullian broke with the Church .. This t 

then led to the formation oif the Tertullianists, a, IvIontanist 

sect, brought about by his austere and gloomy cast of mind 

which was; repugnant to the thought of neutrality and compromise 

~~en Tertullian broke with the Church he used the same 

procedure, as a Hontanist, to revile the Church as he had used 

as a Catholic "rhen. he branded the procedure of the pagan gover­

nors and attacked and ridiculed the pagan religion; he attacked 

the supposed laxity of the Catholic Church with equal.. bitter­

ness. 
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IV., Background of Ad Uxorem 

Ad Uxorem i::; theiJbest of Tertullian's three i.>lorks on 

marri'age., This work is divided into two parts. In. the first 

part Tertullian urges his wife to remain single if he should 

die first; but if she should decide to remarry he asks her to 

keep the follo",ing points in mind: 

1. 	Marriage is good, but continenee is 

better. 

2. 	Polygamy of patriarchs is no argument 

to favor mu1tiple.marriage. 

3. 	Saint Paul shOi.>ls disapproval of second 

marriages. 

4. 	Concupiscence impels people to remarry 

and Christians should resist concupis.... 

cence. 

5. 	Examples of the. Saints should encourage 

us to lead a life of continence. 

6. 	Even some pagans esteem and practice 

chastity. 

7. 	~lIhen God separates husband and wife by 

death He i.>Tills that fuhey remain single. 

8. 	Church show's her mind on. the subject by 

not. admitting digami.sts to the epi.sco­

pacy_ 

The s:econd part of the. Ad Uxorem deals: ",ith the sub{fect, 

of mixed marriage ." (It is as relevant today as it vlaS: 1800 
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years age). Tertullian be.gs his vlife that if she dees remarry 

to.; malee certain that she marries anether Christian., 

This secend section centains beautiful passages in re;.. 

gard to. Christian marriage ;,v-hic11 patristic literature: is 

unable to. surpass. The date ef the Ad Uxerem is seme'\vhere 

betvleen. 200 and 206 A.·D •. 

v. Backgreund ef De Exhertation~. 
r' 
v 

Castitatis 

The tentative dates fer the De Exhortai::.iene Castitatis: 

are frem 204 to., 212 A.D•. At this time Tertullian '\'las, net yet. 

a IvIentanist, but ebvieusly he had seme sympathy fer them. 

Hen,rever, at tlJi s time there still .. is net a. radical change· in. 

Tertullianf·s De Exher.tatie11;e Cas:titatis. in. regard to.. marriage 

frem the time ef hi.s itJriting the Ad UxelB;.e,B., but he dees pre­

pese seme ne1:1 arguments. As a final. result, hevlever, his an­

swer to. the preblem remains the same: Christians sheuld net 

remarry. 

There are, hm'Tever, significant IVientanis,t ideas in the 

De Exhertatiene Castitatis., He quetes: the. 'lferds ef the MontBEi.:.s· 

nist visienary;- Prisca" as. a hely prephetess; iilhd l/[hen he makes 

reference to. the Church and the pries.thoed, his language sug-­

gests that he is thin.1-dng and referring to. the internal, Ul1ler­

ganized church ef the Spirit rather than the ViSible,: hierar-­

chical church ef Christ.­
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De Ex...h.o-rtatione Ca~_titatis is addressed to a friend vIhom 

illtll.b:i".::t§~;THho~ is a 'Ividm.rer, and tells him not to contract a 

second marriage, Hhich for him \'lould be a,kind of fornication. 

VI. Background of De~ r.lqpogSJdIl.l.§;. 

De IvIonogamia. is Tertullian I s strong contribution. to;" the 

cause of Hontanism. The introduction of De· Honogamia.. (chapter 

one) makes it quite clear that Tertullian has broken completely 

I~rith the Church', and has definitely j ained forces vIi th. the 

IvIontall.ists'.· In this \'lork Tertullian I,·rri tes as aJ.l:representatiV8 

of a group, expounding the doctrine of his ovm. sect. In this 

'l--To1"k, De Nonogamia,. he considers Catholi,cs as sensualists, 

and given to l/rantonness, 'I'Tho find joy in things of the flesh., 

It is hard to determine if this 'I{ork ViaS composed to: an-

SIver charges of some particular antagonist or not, but if is 

quite clear that it vIaS composed after Tertullian had joined 

forces vIi th the l':Iontanist party at Ca:bthage about the year 

214 A.D., 

In summary 'Ive could say that the De 1-ibnogamia. is a vio­

lent attack on the lmvfulness of second marriage. 
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VII. Marriage Terms of 

Ad Uxorem 

Abstitentia, ae, f.. -. abstinence, self-restraint, celibacx. 
(A.H •. , CC, 375, par.2); sed .§lPst1ilten~· 
~ praeferente, but preferring celi ­
bacy •. 

-C-

Compactio, compactioni s ,f. -. 	 joining together, structure, 
frame, !3-"~reement~ pact. (A.U "., 
I-CC, 37 , par.1); matrimonii 
compactione, by the agreement of 
marriage. 

Concubina,ae,f. - female having adulterous intercourse v.Jith 
male, a concubine •. (A.U.", I-CC, 374, par.2); 
enant et~ concubinae, and ther.e 'I.'lere also: 
concubines.· 

Conjmlctio, conjunctionis,f. - a union, affinity, conjugal 
connection, if1edlock, conjugal.. 
r..elationship. (A.U.T I-CC, 375, 
par •.1 ); abolendis QQnjJJnctj onj­

..b.lJ..a, forbidding conjugalc rela~ 
tionships',. 

Continentia:, ae ,f It a ho.ldil1.g back, repressing, continence,-

tempOO"ance~ self-re,straint. (A.U.>, I-CC, 
382, par.3J; vidua••• stude igitur ad vir ­
tutem continentiae.modestiae, widowhood ••• 
therefor'e cutivate a virtue of self-re­
straint •. 

Dos,dotis,f. - a marriage portion, dowry. (A.U., CC, 393, 
par.5); majore dote,dotabitur, she will re­
ceive a greater dowry. 
(Tertullian '\vas one of the fir st to introduce 
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this "lOrd) .. 

Disjunctus,a,um - .seQ,arate, distinct,. remote, lost. (A ..U." 
1-CC, 377, par.2); nam disjunctis a matri ­
moni.a, since for those vlho have been 
separated from marriage. 

-1­

1nnupta,ae,f. _., 	 a virgin, an unmarried i.'TOrtlaIl; .. (A .. U., 1-CC, 
376, par.6); innuptade dominicis cogitat, 
the unmarried 1-lOman thinks on things concern­
ing the Lord. 

-L­

Lascivia~ae, f. - sportiveness, playfulness:, 1>lantogness., de­
bauchery. (A.U .. , 1-CC, 392, par.1',); scili ­
cet ne in lasciviam excedant, this is be­
cause they ,do ,not :vJant them to' break the 
bounds in. l.v8...YltoDness. 

Libido,inis, f~ - pleasure, desire, passion, caprice, lust, 
obscene representation, ~rostituion~ 
(A..U.,: 1-CC, 390, par.rf»); de .novo.consistor-­
io 1 ibidim:un, publicarura, concerning a. ne,"ly 

opened house of public prostitution. 
:(Particular meaning of this \'Tord f±rst in­

troduced by Tertullian). 

-£.1­

Hatrimonium,ii, 11. - 'lJledlocl[, marriage, matrimony!, (A.U., 1-CC 
381, par.2); quid libertatem oblatam tibi 
iterata matrimoni~ servitute fastidis, 
vlhy spurn the liberty vThich is offered 
you by enslaving yourself once more in 
the bonds of matrimony. 

JvlaritaIls, is, e - ·of. o~" belonging to married people ~ •marit~1, 
marr:r..age. (A ... U., 1-CC, 392, par.4), velut.· 
munera maritali~, as marriage duties. 

MUl1US ,muneris, n. - duty, \10rk( present" gift. (A. U., I-CC, 
392, par.4); velut munera maritalia, as 
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marriage duties. 
(Tertullian 'I.-TaS one of the· first to· in­
troduce this v.fOrd). 

M'6aes'tia, as, f. - moderateness, moderation, self-restraint. 
(A.U., I-CC, 382, par.3); vidua•.• · •.stude. 
igitur ad virtutem continentiae modestiae., 
widmvhood •••• therefore- cultivate a.virtue of 
self-restraint. 

-N­

NUbO:',nubere ,nupsi ,nuptum to cover, to. veil" to wed 7 to 
rr. (A:.U., I-CC, 377, par.4); ac 
j am in terris non. nubend·o.:, and al-· 
ready while on earth not marrying., 
(Tertullian 'I.'JaS one of the first to 
introduce this v.fOrd). 

Ilfuptiae ,arum 7 f. -. wedding, nuptials,. marriage., (A.U., I-CC, 
379, par.J); ad primam .angeli tubam expedi­
t:ae pros:ilient, qllamcumque pressuram perse­
cutionemque libere perferent, nulla in. utero 
nulla in uberibus aes;tuante sarcina'. nupti­
~, at the firs± sound of the angel's 
trumphet they' will. leap forth lightly, easi­
ly able to endure any distress or persecu­
tion, 'l.fith none of the heaving baggage of 
marriage in their wombs or at their breasts. 
(Tertullian 'l.1aS one of the first to. intro­
duce this vTord). 

Nuptialis,is,e - of or relating to a marriage. (A.,U., I-CC, 
387, par.1); aut numquidtabulas nuptiales 
die il10 apud triblUlal. domini proferemus.et 
matrimonium rite contractum allegabimus, quod 
vetuit ipse, Hm'Tever, "Till.. we bring forth 
marriage certificates on that day before the 
tribunal. of the Lord, and claim a marriage 
rightly contracted, that Himself prohibited 

-0­

Officium,i, n. - favor, kindness:,. duty, obligat~on, f~ction. 
(A.,D., I-CC, 38tl, par.4); gent~lem en~m ob­
servando gentili ex.l1ibebit formam exstructio-­
nem munditias saeculares, blanditias· turpiores 

http:proferemus.et
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ipsaetiam. matrim0nii secretamaculosa,non, 
ut penes sanctos officia sexus cum honore 
ipsius necessitatis tamquam sub oculis dei 
mod'esteet moderate transiguntur, she vrill 
display the beauty of hel~ body, make a 
show of her elaborate hairdo, 1vorldly ele­
gance, seductive cl1.arms; also'" that very 
one will defile the secrets of marriage, 
not, as vIi tll. the saints: the ful'lctions of 
sex 1vitho honor of that very necessity as 
if under the eyes of God they are done 
''lith modesty and moderation. 
(Tertullian "las one of the first to intlDo-' 
duce this 1.;-ord) s. 

-p_. 

Plurifariam _. 	 in many vlays, in many parts, manifoldly, vari ­
ously, multiplied. (A.D. ,. I-CC, 374, par.2); 
non ID.o.ao: nubere, ,sed etiam -Qlurif_ari:q..rD; matrimoni­
is, not only to marry, but actual..LY· by:: muIt~lJ:r~#ed 
Inarriages. 

Praegnans', praegnantis, f. - viith child, pregnant, full of, 
svlOllenilTith" (A.U., I-CC, 379, 
par.2); vae praegnan~ibus et 
nutricantibus ,li1Oe . to. them that 
are '/li th child and give suck. 

Pressura,ae, f. - burden, oppression, affliction, tribulation. 
(A•.U., I-CC, 381, par .. 3); carnis nressurarn, 
tribulation of the flesh. 
(Tertullian "las one of the first to introduce 
thi s lilOrd). 

-S­

Sarcina,.ae, f. _. 	 package, bundle, baggage, fruit. of the i'Tomb. 
(A.U., I-CC, 379, par.3); sarcina nuptiarttm, 
baggage of marriage. 

Servitus, servitutis, f. - slavery serfdom, service, rule 
servituJe, bond., CA. U., I-CC, 381, 
par.2); quid libertatem oblatam tibi 
iterata..matrimonii servitute fasti ­
dis, \vhy spurn the libertY·\ilhich is 
offered you by enslaving yourself 
once more in the bonds of matrimony. 

http:Sarcina,.ae
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Sexus,us, mo - a sex{hiale or female), sex, sexual organs. 
(A. U., I-CC, 38$, pa.l' .~J;gentilem enim obser­
vando gentili eL~ibebit formam exstructionem 
munditias saeculares, blanclitias turpiores, ips 
etiam matrimonii secreta maculosa, non, ut penes 
sanctos officia_ sexus; CUlll honore ipsins necessi­
tatis tamquaill sub oculisdei modeste et moderate 
transignntur, she vlill. display the beauty of her 
body, ma};:e a shO\·J of her elaborate hairdo, 
lirorldly elegance , seductive charms; also: that 
very one VIill defile the secrets of marriage, 
not, as 1'lith the saints the functions of sex 
..'lith honor of that very necessity as if under 
the eyes of God they are done with modesty and 
moderation. 

StuprUIl1 , i, n.- - defilement, dishonor, debauchery, disgrace by­
unchastity, fornicatioIt.·(A.U., I-CC, 387, par. 
1 ); non s.tUprulll. est' extranei hominis admissio, 
is not fornication the admission of a strange­
man? 

-T-­

(~) 
Tabula,ae, f. - a board, a plan..'k, a I.'Tri ting tablet, a book of 

account, cert.i.ficates (in plural). (A.U." I-CC, 
387, par.:n;- aut nUlllquid tabulas _nuptiales die 
illo apud tribunal domini proferemus et matri­
monium rite contractulll allegabimus, quod vetuit 
ipse, Hmlever, \{ill Yfe bring forth the marriage 
certificates on that day before the tribLu~al of 
the Lord, and claim that a marriage is rightly 
contracted, that He Himself prohibited? 
(Tertullian \vas one of the first to introduce 
thi s 1'lord). 

-v--

Viduitas, viduitatis, f. ?- bereavement, vJant" lack~ . w~do'Flnood .• 
(AaU., I-CC, 382-, par.1.;, -l1arl1.de-. 
viduitatis honoribus, for concerning 
the honors of vlidol'Jhood. 

http:l1arl1.de
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VIII. Narriage Terms of 

De Exhortatione Castitatis 

Abstftentia,ae, f. - abstinence~ self-restraint, celibacy. 
(D.E.C., II-CC, 1027, par.3); experimentl..l1Il. 
abstitentiae praestruy..J. t, has laid ground 
for experimental proof' of abstinence. 

Adaequo,are,avi,atus - to:· maice eguaL to" to equalize, to level 
with. (D.E.C.,II-CC, 1033, par.6); 
Dominus stupro ~da,eguavi t" the Lord made 
it (se:x::uaL desire .outside of marriage) 
equal. to.. fornication. 

Anus', us, f. -. an old "lOman, matron, old \ilif~. old mai·d •. (D.E.C. 
II-CG, 1033, par.6); sterilem aut am:un enixam, 
barren. or unfruitful. old "life. 
(Tertullian "las one of the first to introduce 
this Hord) •. 

-C-· 

Castitas, castitatis, f. - purity, moraili..ity, goddess of chasti­
t:T, chastit .~ (D .. E.,C •., II-CC, 1034-, 
par.2 ; invenit scilicet diabolus 
post luxuriam etiam castitatem per-· 
ditricem, quo magis reus.sitQ1risti 
anus, qui ·castitatem. recusaverit 
conservatricem,.for the devil, after 
discovering the pmver of lust, also 
discovered a chastity for \ilOrking 
peI'di tion, ra.lli:ler by \ilhich a cul~ 
pri t is a. Christian 1:Tho refuses a 
chastity that' brings about salvation· 

Castratus',a, urn - .Qurtaileg" pruning, emasculating, castrating. 
(D.E.G •. , .II-CC, 1024, par •.1).; ecce enim in 
ve·tere lege animadverto castl'atam licentiam 
saepius nubendi, for behold;I'·observe in the 
old law the curtailed license of repeated 
marriages. 
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CDnceptus,us, m. - a cDllecting, a cDnceivil1&, pregnancy, a 

budding. (D.·E.C •. , II-CC, 1033, par.5); si 

disSDluas medicaminibus cDncept.1pJ1, if YDU 

are to. destrDY the cDnceptiDn by aid Df 

drugs. 


CDncubitus, us, m., _. 	 a lying tDgether, a c~12ulatiDn. (D.E.C., 

II-CC, 1023, par •.2); utique eniro cDntiten­

tiam indicens et cDmpescens .£Q.lli;;}lpitum, 

fDr certainly the impDsing Df cDntinence 

and the restricting Df cDpulatiDn" 


CDnservatrix, cDnservatricis, f. - she ~n1fi preserves, ~efends, 
effects, brings abDut.,(Do,E •. C 

CC, 1034=, par .2); .invenit 
scilicet diabDlus PDst luxu­
riam ettam castitatem perdi­
tric.em, quo. magis reus sit 
Christianus, qui castitatem 
recusaverit cDnservatricem, 
fDr the devil, after' dis' ­
cDvering the pDwer Df +ust, 
als,D discDvered a chastIty' 
fDr wDrking perditiDn, rath­
er by i1fhich a culprit is a. 
Christian 1-lhD_ refuses a 
chasti~y that- brings abDut 
salvatiDn.. 

-D-

Denuo. - anel.", afreSh, again!, (D.E. C., II-CC, 1026, par.1); 
9:.enuD', nubere, r,epeti tion Df marriage. 

Digamus,i, m • .:.. 	 that has been married twi:cze, digamy_ (D.E •.G., 
II-CC, 1024·, par.2);: usque adeDqUo.sdam memini 
digamos lDCD dej ectos', so true is this that I. 
recall men ejected from office for digamy" 
(Tertullian.was the first to. introduce this 
itlOrd) • 

-E-­

Enixus,a,urn - strenuous., earnest, zealous ,. that has ceased to 
bear, unfuitful•. (D.E.,C., II-CC, 1033, par.6); 
steril,em aut anl..Un enixam, barren or unfruitful 
old 1vife •. 

, 
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Exitus,ns, m. -a g6ing out., dep_arture,~ fm..!!. (D.E~C., I:L...CC" 
10.15, PaT.:t):; de. exitu sihgularitatis,. ~o-g:itru:'e'j 
to:-; think concernlng :an end of being,~ sl.ngle. 

Figu.lQ;are,avi,atus - to; form, to: fashion,- to mo:Id.- (D~E •.c.l 
II!!"~l 0.22, par .-1 ); nam cum hominem .L 1 ­
gula.ssettei:ql.:le parem- necessariam'.- pro:s:gBx
isaet, ,for \..rhen he had formed man and had 
seen~the necessity of a. companion like to 
himself. ­

-1­

Indico)ere,indix1,indictum --:~ ~i~~y~ftZ:;9Ii~c~~&~~},'"
par." _ )., .utiql,le,.: enl.ID contl.Ilentl.am 
indicens et comRescen~:concubitum, 
f'orcertainlyy the imposing of' con­
tinence and the restr:icting of 
cop_ulation., 

-M-

Medicamen , medicam:inis" n. - a drug,; a medicament; ac remedy t 
antidote, medicine.- \D.E.,C~., II:-CC 
1033,; par .5); siL dissoluas medi"!!' 
caminibns _conceptum, if you--are to: 
destroy-the one conceived by aid 
of drugsc;., 

Monogam1a,ae, f., - a_marrying of but one wife,: mono:gamy. (D.E.C 
Il-CC:, 10.23, par.4); in utr,aque,-:degenerat is 
quri de monOJgamia. exorbita:t~; in either case 
he is degenerate,; who) deviates from'mono­
~amy., 

(Tertullian was the first to) introduce this 
1rord) .­

\\ Jlubo,nubere,nups1,puptum - to~; cover,: to .. veil, _to:;wed, to- marry.­

, 


http:contl.Ilentl.am
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(D.E.C., II·...CC,. 1026,; par. !):;: denuo:; 
nubere~ repetitJ.on of marrJ.age. 

-p;... 

Parento,:are,avi,atuS:i - to:; offeri.·a;: solemn sarc:nif'ice in:lhonor of 
decea;sed parents.or·.rela;tive·s·~ . CD .E~ c~, 
II-CC, .1032, .. par .3).;: quf illi~ parentent ,: 
those who; honor the deatbhof theirpa... ·, 
rents. . 

Pnaestruo:, ere,praes.truxi,pr-a:estructurrr - tCD but,ld before,1' to: lay 
a foundation.- (lJ.E.G •. , 
II...CC·,~ 1027, par .31; 
experlmentum abstifuenti 
ae praestruxit, has lai 
ground.for experimentaL
proof of abstinence. 

Saep~us -- rath~r~ Of.~~n,) oft1J freqt;l.ent1.;.~ep_ea~ed,. repetitiou.s.
(D.E•.c.e,,: II-ce, 1024, paa:-.1 ).." sacepl.us nubendi, lil~ 
p.eated marriage., .. 

SemelJ. - .. a sing:De:~ timei: once. (D.,E~C •., II-eC., 1022,. par •.1l;. 
. ad legem:: semenubendi:L dirigendam'l for the laying down 

of the law.of.once marrying•. 
(Tertullian wa;s :one of the first:~to introduS'e~· this 110:;" 
'YTord):. 

Singula;ri ta-s, at1.s,;.f •. --a being alone, or Single, or unmar­
ried, loneliness., (D.E~.C •. , 11-66:,
'1"'01'5 par.1 r;: de exitu a.i.ngulari tatis 
cogi.tare,: to::; think' concerning an end 
of your state of being unmarried. 
(Tertullian was the first :·to introduce 
this \vord). 

Sterilfus:;is,e - unfruLtf~ barren1. sterile. (D.E~.c •., II-ce, 
1033, . pa~ .6) ie ,steri£enlJ ~ut ::anum enixam, barren 
or unffuJ.tfu •. old. \voman•. 

Stuprum,i, n. - defilem~nt, dish<?nor?; de:bauchery, , d~sgrace by
uncbastl.ty;. fornJ.catJ.on. (D.E.C., IJ.-CC'J 1028,
PaT• .)); Dominusstupro adaequavit, the.iLord mad 
it equalL to fornication. 

http:fornJ.catJ.on
http:uncbastl.ty
http:sacepl.us
http:repetitJ.on
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Uocor,uxoris,," f •. -sppuse, consort,; ~!' (D.-;'E.C.? II-CC;~ 1022, 
par.,1); p;lures costa:e:, in Adam J.n infatiga­
biles manus in Deo, sed. non,·,plJ.lres uxores 
apud Deum, in Adam w.ere many ribs and the ' 
hands of C6d are' tireless, bu.t thene:; ,.,as,no~t 
a,c,p,lurality af wives among God." 

-v­

Vox,yocis" f •. - .. voicev sO~~)l tone l ;, cry" c~;~, comma1:ld•. "- . 
(D.E.G.., II!!"~C.,; 102.J?, par.~1.)!, sane lJ.cebJ.t,.. SJ." 
qllil adhuc typi,~futurJ.'. alicuius sacramenti."su.-· 
ltersunt, ' q,uod nup,tiae tuae figurent, vel'- sL. 
etiam nunc locus est .Jlocis illiusc.:Crescite et 
multipiicamini, certain1~ i t '~'!,vilI" be lawfulL 
if the;e.e.. still are:: in existence those who::: are 
tYRes of some future;-mystery in that they pre­
figure your marriages or if there is:: even 
nm'1adropso pla:nesfor that command:;ltlncreas:e and 
mult1p~yn. 
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IX. Marriage Terms of 

De M6nogamia'j 

Allop:.hylus, a, pm -·of ~nother s~ock, or race~•.) or·.'~r~be, fore~gn., 
(D~.r.1~_, J.I-~C". 1238{. par.S)!; qu~a:,.et vetus., lex 
adJJn~t COD..JugUUIl a lonh);iorum" and becaus.e 
the anc(ient la,\·u forbids~marriage with members 
of another.i' tribe•. 
(Tertullian wa:s::;one of the first to introduce 
this word)~, 

Ahtistes,antistiti:s, c. -. an overseer., president,. ai high-priest
(masculine)"; a ~hief priestess or fe­
ma_le::-9verse(;!r (f'eml:.tLdnilel., (D:f.f."
IIl!'"CC, t2j9, par.l:)J; duo. ant~stl.t~]!..­
Christianae sanctitatis; the', two:· . 
priestesses of Christian sanctity. . 
tT.ertullian 'VTas one of the first to; 
introduce this·YlOrd)'•.. 

-(1;. 

Caro:, c~nis, f •. -·flesll~ (Dl.M •. , I1;"OC., 1245, par.,6); q~id sibi 
agendum esset eirca:; carnem et sexus neoessi-· 
tatem·,. what to.do::;abbut ·9.arna[L and sexuaa 
necessity. 

Circumcisio,~onis,) f. - a cutting around, a circumcision. 
(D.M..,: IL-CC, 1236, par •.2) rdigamusJcunr'

circumeisione. esse orsus es;t, manogamus 

cum .praeputiatione, , (J!.braham 's)digamY:i 

began with c1rcumc~sion, monogamy with 

uncircumcision. 

(Tertullian wa's one of the:::'first to in-· 

troduce~, this 1'ITord):,•. 

~. 1 .. ....C.oncarna:t.~o, Qn~s.;;.' I., - a:.:ufiitinggvTith flesh,,, an incarnation• 
(D.M. ,Ih.CC;, 1m2,. par.!?); ne necessi..., 
tas veL occasio tertiae cQUcarnatitmj s. 
irrumpet., lest necessityor 'occasion . 
for a tbj::ed' unimn of the,; flesh may
make an invasion•. 
(.Tertulliall ,,,as: the first to introduce.: 
this "ivordJ ... 

http:qu~a:,.et
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COl1jugi'lilm,.i, n•. - a connecti911,) a union, marr~age"wedlock, 
conjugaJIrelation•.. (D.H." ~J.~?G, 1243:.,. p~.5) 
non.ideo·nonteneb~ur conJug~bus defunct~s 
qlfl.iaunon eritl~restitutio .conjugi~,.does it 
follow' therefore because there.:w~J.!i. be.no 
resti tution of the conjuga:'Lrelationship~; .. we 
are: not bound to.: pur::' deceased spouses?
(Tertullian viaS one of the first to:.:, intro--­
duce this word):;." 

Evacuo,are,avi,atus _u 	to: empty out" evacuate,. emancipate", 
(D.lYl.,? II~CC., 1248, par.2) ;si~a?te~ 
obier~t"evacuata eS:G~a31ege v~r:u." ~f 
hOvlever heeshallLdi(a.,~ she has been)~man­
cipated from the lalir of her husband.. 

Extr:aneus:, a:; pm. - tha:b~is wit.hout,) ~xte7nal!!' ,extr,al'l~o~s, str~nge
fore~gn. (D.M." IL-Crr:, 1233, par •.1,) ,. ne€!ue. , '. 
novarn neque ex-craneam esse monogamiae disci­
p).inamr; the,':irule .0i'moIlogamy is neither novel 
nor str.ang~., 

Fervor,oris, m. --a:bodlling or a raging heat1) hea~t", vehemence, 
:-::'rage" passion•. (D.MeT II;.G,l;;:, ,12DO:'~; par .1',Yr 
ne unis qllidem' nuptiis:i'ervorem·carnis.: 
despumare permitteret,; lest'c.it .might permit 
the heat of th e flesh to foam do~m ever.oin 
single marriage•. 

Fibula,ae,: f •. -- that i.ihich serves to:) fasten tYrO'.; thiJl:l:g8stogether 
~ clasp, a' ~uckle~) a latcJ:J.et1 a bra:ce,~ bo~ds, 
1: etters, brl.dle. ~D.Me., Il""CL.:.', 1232;; par •.8) ; 
supremam jam·carni fibulBm imponere,.toimposea supreme bridle uRon.theflesh. 

(['.ert111I~an was one of the f'irst tOJintroduce 

this 't'lOrd);'" 

FIUito,are,avi,atus -to:)wave,-:_to~floatl; to:; s'tdm,} to~; hea~.,. 
(D.N!'" l.Ll!'"Cv~, 125~,: par.:5); ubera .a..u1­
tantl;,a et uteros nauseantes',; et infantes 
Plpiantes, breasts heaving and wombs 
qualmish and infants whimpering., 

http:lest'c.it
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-1­

Infans,infantis, f.~ dumb, sp~echless,. a little child, inf~t •. 
(D_.J:1 •."II'J'OGC.:, 12.52, par •. ')_; 1;1berarfluJ.tan­
tia2 et uteros nanseante.s3et J.ufantes,: 
pipiantes, breasts:; heaving and wombs qual­
mish and infants "tv-himpering •. 

Ibnuptus,a,um - unmarried or unirledded., (D.IvI.·'2 II-CC;1 1235, par.,
5):; quando..~ novissilllus Adam.? J.d est Ghristus, 
innuptus in,totum, quod etiam primus Adam ante 
exilium f since the iiLe\llestcAa·~;J!.:bl!J.a;Jt is':' Cr..rist, 
was·entJ.Eelr un1lTedded, as 1-'1as evenlAdam Before 
the exire. 

Lectuius 'Ii, i m., - a cozyy couch,; bed, ...sofS.';. brida:t-:oed~. (D.I'4:.-, 
11~CC, 1251,; par.3}r qli!ae in -equuleo succubmit-, 
ql;j.anrt quae in leatulg;, that 't>lhich gives vlay 
Oll as wooden' horse rather than thatt'which gives 
way on:the bridall-bed., 

Maritus,}.,; m. -··a married man,;. a.lhuaband. (D~M." II;"CC;"1244,: 
P~.' 8); honorat ior .maritus:: eat,: quanto: mundlor 
factus es.t,.he is a nobler husband,: the purer
he becomes. 

MoeehiaiJ~e,)f.,- adu~terz." (D.M.",II-CC_1 ) 1.233, par.,5)~; ne vel_ 
bes:tiae .de moechia~: nascerentur '" lest even. 
beasts should.beborn of adulter~;, ­
(T-ertullian was the. first to' introduce this 
'word ),i•., 

Mulier,eris,. f., - a..~woman,. ~ ~emal_~. (D.M~" _ll-Gfi!;t; t2.,3:L,. par.2);; 
bonum homJ.ntt1' 1mulJ.erem.non contlnger:e,J.t is] 
good for a man-~not to defile a vroman., 

-N--

Nascor ,nasci,natuS3 sum - -~~~; be begomten,: to:; be.: born•. (D.1:-! •. , , 
lJ...~CG,\ 1,233" par •.,); ne -vell best1ae 
de moechiaenascerentur,. lest bea:sts. 
should be born;ofadultery•. 

http:es.t,.he
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Nauseo,a.I'e,avi:~atus;--- to:; be se~-sick.·, to v~~itlj~ t~~; be., sqp.eami:h 
or qualinl.sh., (D..M•." J..L.-Cl;., 1.25'2,. par.,5) , 
uberw f11.11tW1.tia, et utero,s nauseantes. et 
iilfantes p:ipiantes, breasts ,heavingandd
vlombs qualInisb)-] and infants'J whimpering., 

-Onerosus,a,um ... 	 burdensome,I: heavy!, opp;ress.ive,- onerous. 
(D~:'M •. , .:.ll;..CC, 1230, par.1 ),; sed an onenosa 
monogamia~i but ,-,hether monogamy be burdensome. 

Pipio.'; are, ;;t..vi.', a tus -. to:; pip:,. to~: chirp.,. tO~~'111hifuperi._" (D.M .." 
II~CC,. 1252} par. 5).;; ubera,:·fluitantia 
et uteros nauseantes et infantes Di.biantes 
br'east-g heaving and ''lombs qualmish and 
infantt·~ w:himpering •. 

Po:sthumus-;a,~ - born after theefather:'s death, posthumolls. 
(D.l'4",l II-e.G::, 1238, p~.-3r; et quasi .posthuma
suboles3supparabatur,.and as if pp:sthumons ' 
offspring 1ola'S sup]!.l:ied •. 

Pra.edico:;;~e,~vi~p-<tus -- tm cry/in .publtl..c-;:.make knownnby crying 
in public:,; to"..: publish,; to proclaim, 
to preach~- (D .. l1., .. II-CC,; 12J2), par •.10);; 
unicas.nup~ias praedicare,; to preach
unity of marriage.... ... 

Eraeputiatio~ionis, f~> _. a retaining of tl1e foreskin,-! uncir~-
cumcision•.. (D.l1." II...GC., ~ 1236,. par •.2) :. 
Digamus::cum circumcisione esse orsus 
est"monogamus cv~ praeputiatibne,:
(Abraham flS) .:, digamy began"i.'tii th. circtl.lll­
cision ,monogamy itl'i th unc6:.rcumcision. 
(crertuin..lan 'tva.'S the first to:.: L'1.troduce 
this vTOrd):~. 

Erimitiae, ?rtl.lll, f •. - ·f~rs.t thing§ of their_.kind,: fir~;tlings : 
fl.rst~r?-i~s. (D.M.'l. I.L~CC:? :.233.,; :par .~~~; 
ne . prJ.illl. tJ.ae gen.eIHS dupli.cl.l matrl.in:onJ.0 
contam1narenttm,~lest theef1rst-fruits of 
thEJ,. race might be contaminated by a double 
marriage•. 

, 

. 
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Pudor,pudoris, m. - shame,; a sense of shame" shamefa?edness, 
shyness;~ modes,tY'-i_dee~ncYi, ~roprJ.e~:, go<?d
maJ;1!l.Brs•. (D.lvf.", Lb..CC,: 12;:!9;, par.2), magJ.s 
hOl1orem~ refert lex nuptiarum ubii- habet et 
;pudorem-; rather thee1a,!;lf of marriage' bears 
an -honor vthere it is associated with'lmo­
desty., . 
(Tertullian was one of theefirst to intro~ 
duce this '!fordY.­

a dissolution of a marriage contract a:' se-­
p:araticitl'l a repudiation,) 8.3divorce•. ~D.IvI." 
II"'!'CC, 1;:!3~,: p~.1); sicut in qga'estione ~­
pudii, just as in tbleeqUest:t'On'lOr divorce. 

-s~­

Sexus"us, m •. - a sex~;sex,: sexua]~organs.(D..M •."II:.-CC'i 1245, 
p.ar.6L; quid sib!: agendum esset circa'" carnis et 
sexus necessitatem, '\-lhat to: do,'inregard to: car-­
nailL-and sexual'. necessity•. 

So:crus , llS, '. f •. - mother-in-1avl•. (D.H.,,: iI-CC:" 1239); par.4); 
Eetrum soluminvenio:;maritum"per sacrum, Peter 
alone I find vTaS a married man thruugh;,.hJ.s
mother-in-law•. 
(Tertull:ian was oneeof the first ,,;to::: intDoduce 
this word):. 

Spado,onis, m. - a celibate,; one "rher.:: has nm geneBative pp:w.er, a;, 
castrated person, a eunuch•. (D.M., i 11';"C.C,; 
1237, par. 3)); , tertiooquoniam".spadones et ster­
i1es ignomiiliosL habebantur, thirdly. because, 
eunuchs,; and barren :persons used to be regarded
'as ignominious. 

Suboles,;is, f.,­ a sP:x'out,. a shoot, offshoo:t~" tw:ig~tspraY~;i oi:f­
sp~ihg. _CD.1Jj·~.i; 11:;'CC:,: 11238,: RaT;;.JX, et .qua:sL 
p~.sthumffi subo as. sup:Q.arabatur ,;, and'.las; J.f' po,-st­
humous: offg,p;r ing,:was, supplied. 

-U~­
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gives suck., (D.M." 1I-CG,.) 1252'l par!.5)~;; ubera 
flui tantia.:; et uteros;; nauseantes et;; ~ilfantes; 
pipiantes:,: breast~ heawihg andiwombs qualmish
and;:' infants:;whimp:eriilg., 

having one yoke', i fastened to'; a;, single.: yoke or:1' 
crOSSl-beam; : onc e~marr i ed" one e!!o'·redded~, (D .1~1 •. " 
11;"00., 12371,", pars.4»;?' habers" et J6seph.unijugwn
etthoc nomine audeo:; dicere.)patre.:meiiorem, .' . , 
and you have Joseph once!!oowedded, and by this 
name L daJre te:ysay'better than his; father •. 
(Tertullliian "ras;, the first to:: introtiuce? thiS::; 
word.)'. 

Univira,~ ae, f., - .. a l.tJ'oman,that has;onT "one husband!'. (:D.M.,,; 
0II.~ C:,~,1239:, Pl:lri•.2?,'';; pel'-'ma~r~m~et virg inem 

et un~v.iram:, tbrougn both' ·.mother and virgin. 
and thewomanJof one husband •. 

CTertullian wa's;:,: the,~firs;t to tiltroduce this 

WCDr-dr~~ ._ 

Uterus,i, m •. - the '-10mb; matriX',. fruit of the::'\vopIb" fetusi: 
ohiLLd•.. (~.M.,,; 1I....CC.,:- 1'25.2'" par.·5);; ubera~ fIui­
tantia:: et uterQs.nanseantes:. et infl'ante:g; pipian­
tes,- breasts;.healTing and wombs qualmish and 
infant.s whimpering •. 

Vir,viri, m. - a male p,ersonZSo. husband~ (D.•N•." II~CC~: 1248,; 

par.2).f si au", em' o:bierit ·; evacuata:~. est Sf. lege:::'

viri, ~f ho,trever::: he, shali " die, , she. has been,} 

emancipated from". the.: la'w:' of her husbandj., 


.Vlilgoo. - gen~Eally1: univ~~sally, publicly,: _?-.sua:ll!1 .bi' prosti~j 

tut~on~:, {lJ.14.".ll-CC.,; 121;.1 ,; :p~.lf.).,; Deu~ yal~terce~-' 
suitc~tra;qllam: homines,~ ut ~n totum . s~ve per nup:t~as 
sive:c. vulgs, alterius.:viri admissio adulteritun pronunti-· 
et'lll',~immo a Deo" in such a way God has3 judged rather 
than,manr;as in all,; whether throngh}marriage or by
prostitution t ; the secon<tl admission of a, man is called 
adultery,.,: indeed by God.. . 
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1;-''',, I 
' __ pi 

X.. ' Conclusion-SUmmary 

of Thesi s ltlork 

Latin Christian litera:ture began '1flith Bible tra.1"J.slations, 

l.roich ,were::, pl"esuma.bly made during the.,' second century. Durng 

tb:ebetter P9.rt of' thes tvTent1:eth century i.t \'J'B.S the.,~prea.6minant 

view that N6rthl AfricaB "vas~, the cradle of' eccles.iasticarJl Latin 

and that TertullianvTas the one vTheiL created the ecclesia;:s:tical 

terminol.ogy of the2Jtlest.,. Ho'w'ever,; of' more recent',years:: it has~, 

been discovered that the,:;, inflUence of Rome has been under.... · 

esi61Ina:.ted. ]VIore than fd:.f't;riyears before7;Tertullian Wl'ote3 and,j 

thirty years before ther;;i\.ctSJ of' Martyrs of' Scilli (c.180 A.D •.) 

vTere; vlI'itten,.:theeproces$ of,.'tr.anst:tI:onifrom: GreBK;: to:: Latin 

had begun-iin the Christian community.'of' Rome:., 

T'ertulJ1ian nev-er re'ally created anyy system:' innregai"d to:) 

the f'ounding otf' Vlestern1 thougb.t. Some.': writer.:S of' Patro~ogy 

ma,intain thact 'l\ertullian lacked roo ba:J..anced mind, which:'isan 

essentiall thing when!. it comes:; to) arranging the al1ticles of 

f'aith logicall.y•. On the other.' hand., Some,: p.atrolbgists maintain 

that Tertul]ian did enrich Latin anddincr~a:sB it~;power of' 

expression by a~di tions::; from Greek~ vocabul'ary, J populari." speech ,: 

and lega£l.l terms. 

In my detailed study/of' Tertullian tis three lV'orks on 

marr:iage I have come to the, conclusion tha~t Tertullian did 

enrich theeLatiilJ.language, even though he warS not the founderl, 

of' t.-lestern, thouggt. He contrihuteGl severalL'tvords to the::: Latin 
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language and as vTas mentioned previously severa"!. of his pacs­

sages are unable to be surpassed in pa:tristic literature'~ 

Tertull-ian l s Latin style is very refined even: though it is] 

difficult to translate. Perhaps:, this accounts for the fact 

that T.ertul]ian was able to::. take the'. most common Latin word_: 

and dravl.! fromi ) it several beautiful meanings.•, 



/' 

Bibliography 

Altaner, Berthold,. PatroJ..ogy. Herder and Herder, 1958. 
, ."",,.~,--.-".. ----~r_ Ca;.ssell·"s Latin Dicti . ,t ravised by J .R•.V., 

.. , , . ,Marchant,M,.A.o,and ,Joseph •.. ~harlesl' B.A.." I'felv., 
York:; Funk and Wagnalls~Company,; 195j~ 

________ The2Classic Dictibnar~z;· Chicago!~ Illinois:. 
Follett.Publishing Company ,~ 1fJ5'/... 

_____~~ Corpus::; ChristianoI'm:. Series. Latina I, II:.,. Bl'.epols 
TUrnholti~"Typpgrap.hi Editores ,Pontifici,., 1954•. 

Leverett,: F.P~,,; Lexicon of the:Latih. L,angtla'ge~, Philadelphia::, 
J .•B.,. LippencothComp,any", 1BBs., .. 

Le,,11:s,) Char~t()n,) T::' aJld{;:Sl:lort1.: Charres" A:. Latin Dictionary.,
OXford., Clarendon Press'1 1958. ' , '. . """ , . 

Quasten, Johannes, Pa.:tr-o'logZ. vJestminster" Naryland :~ N'{;n·nnan 
Press" 1950~Volumes I and II. 

____________--.Tertullian Treatises on Marriage; and Remarriage 
translated and .annotated bytvilliam ,P~"Le .Saint , . , , 
S~J •., S.T.D., Wes,tminster, , MfU."yland:: The:::Newman 
Press,., 1951 ~ 

______~-Thesaurus;:;Lingua'9 Lat1lla-e,., VolUmes, r;'VIII., 
, . Lip,siae, 190Q~ .. , 

Tixeront; Rev.. J., A Hand book of Patr03.bgz~, B. ,Herder Book 
Comp~ny, ·1 957.", , ' , " , , . .' , , ., , . . 

_________ Wf'itings:~ of Tertullian, Ahte-Nicene:.. Chrig,tian 
Library?;,. translated by ,Hev., S."Thewall•... ,. 
Edinburgh:: T." & T. Clark" 38, George Street, 
1870•. 

' 


http:TUrnholti~"Typpgrap.hi


..., 


.( .. "".- ' .. 

111I1I1111111111111111111111~rl~[rl~ 11111111111111111111· 
3 0764 1002 9277 5 





