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INTRODUCTTON
Egypt and Napoleon'aré two wérds that can serve as an introduction to
this research paper. The mysteries of Egypt and fhe many sided character
of Napoleon have'prompted many authofs into much more detailed works
than this one, Bnguse this study does not deal specifically with either

of these topics, some preliminary remarks are necessary. The title of

this reseérch project is The Political Aspects of Napoleon's Egyptian
Campaign. it‘is-therefOreédivided into two chapters. Chaptér one deals
with the background of the expedition and the political dealings necessary
to bring itvabout.‘ The second chapter discusses the campalgn itsélf and
its consequences fOr Eurcpe., The conclusion of this stuéy examines the

importance of the éxpedition for Napoleon and Egypt.




. |lthe French position. 1n North Amerlca., Wlth the French Revolutlon in 1789

CHAPTER I '
The background for the French expedltlon to Egyp #in 1789 iss varled js
and complex. French 1nterests 1n the aresz can be traced as far back as
the. Crusades but. this study w111 begln wlth the Duc de Gh01seul who, in-
1?69, made the aqulsltlon of Egypt a magor goal of hlS mlnlstry.\ Ch01seul '
Loulst XV's forelgn mlnlster, was 1nterested 1n us1ng an Egyptlan colony
to replace the French North Amerlcan colonles 1ost to England in 1763
English lnterests in Noxth Amerlca caused con31derable concern ‘in Paris-
and cllmaxed durlng the French and Indlan War (1756 1763) France~suffered
a serious defeat durlng thls war, and w1th the Treaty of Parls, 1n 1763,
||she 1ost a s1zeable portlon of her North Amerlcan emplre; France was per-
mitted to keep the West Indlan 1slands of Haltl, St. Martln and Marﬁlnlque,
but was forced to cede Ganada and all of North Amerlca east of the -
Mlss1351pp1 Rlver to Englend.1 Ch01seul's plans for Egypt were shelved by

?

his Successor, Vergennes, because the Amerlcan Revolutlon seemed to secure

and the Brltlsh occupatlon of Nartlnlque the old fears Were reallzed.2
It was not w1thout dlfflculty that Vergennes held to hrs pollcy of W
©{jnot capturlng Egypt. G0vernment contractors, merchants and other 1nter:;;;
edted parties, all trled to force Vergennes 1nto acceptlng thelr plans for
=3 conquest of Egypt But domestlc crlses, ‘as well as ferelgn dlfflcultles,
kept Vergennes from any foollsh ventures ln the East. In an attempt to |

forestall further pressures or temptatlons, heflnv1ted the ether EurOpean

[powers - to 301n w1th France 1n guaranteelng the lndependence of the Ottoman

'Emplre. To Rrry thls m0ve, the Emperor Joseph 1T offered Egvnt as the \”



http:merchap.ts

price for French agreement to the partitioning of Turkey. This presented
further temptafions.3 |

The French government had further reasons for considering Egypt. In
l???,ﬁﬁ;ron de Tott, a French entrepreneur long interested in Egypt, was
sent to the Levant torinspect French consular and economic establishments.
Unofficially he was to examimne the possibilities of a French conquest of
Heypt. 'His r;@ort stated that the defences of,Eéypt were poor and that by
using Crete as a base, the major ports of Aléxandria; Rogsetta, and Damietta
could easily be taken. The main_landing would best be made at Aboukir Bay.
If the French were to come as a friend of the Sultan and a liberator from
the Mamelukes, they would meet with little popular resistane,u’The Mamelukels
were the de facto rulers of Egypt. In thgofylEgypt was a province of the
Turkish Empire, but in fact it had only been nominally controlled by the %
Turks since 1252. In 1230, theISulﬁan of Egypt recruited a twélve—thousand
man military force from Alvania and Circaésia to supplement his Egyptian
army. Within the next ﬁgenty years, this group, known as the‘Mamelukes,
conquered the land and killed the reigning Sultan, Ashr?f Moussa, and est-
ablisheditheir own dynasty in 1252. The Sultan Selim T, reconquered Egypt
in 1517 quer terms more favorable to the Mamelukes than to Turkey., A
powerless Bultan was reinstated af Qairo to whom the Mamelukes payed nom-
inal tribute.5
No actibn was taken on de Tott's report or the other schemes concerning
Lgypt that were pilling up in the archives of‘Versailles. Despite this
there was a gradual evolution toward the idea of taking Egypt. If France
1id not take Egypt then someone else would. The larger piece France could

obtain from her “ally" the "Sick Man of Europe", the léss the Ottoman's

onemies would get. It almost seemed an act of devetion for France to keep
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igypt from falling to "greedy" Russia or "devious" Austria or to any other
pdwer. The exaggerated reports pnﬂﬁh§WCOnditions in Egypt and the potentiall
for French developfient . were further incentives té persue an active policy
against Egypt.6 |

Once the Revolution began in 1789, any consideration of Egypt had to -
be postponed,_ The Estates General was,convenedvin May, 1789 and by the-end
of the year the Ancien Régime was overthrown and the Revolution was in
prOgress.? In October, 1789 a constitutional monaréhy was established.

This move was accepted by Louis XVI and even by the rest of Europe. The
Revolution progressed smoothly until Louis made the foolish and ill-timed
flight to Varennes on.June 21, 1791. This attemjt to flee had two imports
ant results. First,?it alarmed the other European monarchs and in so doing
|led to an invasion scare within France, Second, it led to a questioning

of the King's loyalty. Both o% ﬁhéSe,led to-the downfall of the monarchy
and to the more radical turn'of'thevﬁevolution.g

In Septembgr, 1?91 the new French governmenf,rthe legislative Assenbly)
took power. On April'ZO, 1792 Augtria declared‘wér and the government,
unable to meet the new crisis, began to disintegrate. The érmy was dex
feated on ali fronts, which left the éoﬁntﬁy open to invasion. Fearing in—
vasion, the radical Sections of PafisVoverthrew the Municipal Goverment |
and established in its place, the Commune. The Commune quickly took controll
of the Police and the Natignai Guard. With control of these groups, the
Commune forced the Legislative Assembly to disolve itself after it had con-
vened a Consﬁiﬁutional Convention. On September 22, 1792; a Republic was

9

declared,

On Januvary 21, 1793, Louis XVI was exeoutea for treason. This act

led to” the formation of the First Coalition of Austria, Prussia, Britain,
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March.,. These events led to the establishment of the Committee I ..

Spain and Holland: The Coalition inflicted further défeats on France,

In addition to this. two-thirds of France was in revolt against Paris by

T L

TR

Fee was able to rise above the crlsls. By July, 1?9@ the 81tuat10n was
:table therefore the Commlttee s extreme measures were no longer necessary.
Dn»Jul§ 27, 179&, (9-Thermidor of Year III) the Committee on Public Safty
was overthrown. This event began the Thermidorian reaction and'thus marks
the end of the radical phase of:ghe Revolutioh.io

After the- overthrow of the Commlttee the new Constitution of Year: TIIT

v=stab11shed a less arbltrary form of government the Dlrectory. The elect-

brate for the new goverment consisted of 20,000 electors who;elecied the
tWOo legisletive chambers,?the«Council of Five-hundred and the Council of
' |

Ancients. The councils elected a five man Dlrectory from 'a list of flfty

Landldates drawn up by ihe electors.‘ Frictions developed almost at once

beiween ihe Gounells and ﬁhe Directory., ' The councils, as a result of the

Phermidorian reaction, we%e more conservative, .Ii was natural that proven
leaders be chosen for the Directory. Thesextended tovbe the 1eaderseof
the .Revolution who, netuﬁally, tended to be more liberal, On.Oetobervﬁ,

a 1as£ attempt was nade ﬁy the royalist counﬁe;jrevolutionafies to‘over§?
throw £hejrevolution; The revolt of 13 Vendemlaire was impertaﬁt because
the young Brigadier General, NapoleQn éonaperte, was Instrumental in crush-
ing the plot., His abilities were brought {o the attention of the Director;
who placed him in coﬁmand of the Army of Italy.11

The elections of 1797 brought even more conservative elements inte

the Councils, These began to plot the overthroyw of the more 1iberai

Directors who discovered the plot and, on 18 Fructidor of Year V. 7 "I%l

on -Public Safty and to ﬁhe Reign of'Terror. By the end of 1?93 the Commit-

/i
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(September 4), illegally purged the Councils of the more ponservaﬁive plot-
ters. Tﬁis was the first in a serles of plots.and purges that weakened
andAevehtually brought about’thé destruétion‘of the government,12

By 1798 the war in Europe‘wés being resolved in favor of.France.

in 1795 she had made peace with Spain,-Holland'aﬁa most importantly, witﬁ'
Prussia. In 1793 Prussia and ﬁﬁssia'éngageé in the Second Partition of 31
Poland, Whicg diverted Prussia‘s‘attention o -the Bast, away from the
First Coalition's war with Franbe{ ‘In'additiOn; it provoked Austria. to ths
point that Prussia was uncerti#n as tkohat fhe Austrian reaétion would be.
Fiance wisely kept silent on the matter which induced Pruséia to seek a
peace seperate from the Coalition, in 1795. This broke the Coalition and
left France the Victdr in Burope, Austria,‘defeated by Napoleon in Ttaly,
was in no condition‘to continue the war alone and so, sued for peace, On
October 17, 1797, Austria signed the Treaty of Campo Formio with Bonaparte.
This left only England undefeated by the armied of the Republic. The con-
quest of Egypt was now p0ssible.13 |

Many things had always attraéted the French to Egypt. First, there
was the ever present lure of the Bast. The.East represented mystery,
hidden weaith and adventure, There was also the thoughts of controlling
the valuable overland’tra&e routs to Arabiaz and India. Iast, there was |
the possibility of a Suez canal, proposed aé early as 1586.~ Trade, for
goéd reasons, occupied French thoughts on Egypt. Egypt was wealthy and
the French interests were better represented there th n the otﬁer Buropean
powers., Despite this, trade with Bgypt amounted to only @}Nan‘average of
Tive and one-half million livres a year, This was belived to be far be~

neath the potential of the country, . French officials believed that this

14

trade could be increased by overturning the Mamelukes.™ The French consul,
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_Magallon, malntalned that an 1nvas1on of Egypt would be a success desplte ﬁ

the many problems that the proaect entazled.15’x{gﬂ:;A

There were also formldable dlsadvantages to Egypt wh”“‘%Were‘netorall

.*_,'

re%ég? \end polltlcal anarchy were chronlc problems. There was also the

‘ unlque strangeness of Egypt at once a. lure and a formldable problem.

EgYPi was a strlp of green, Jin- the mlddle of a. dessert whlch streached

L

'“from:the Medlterranean 1nto the Sudan. Therefore the only llnk w1th Egypt

. was across the sea—-a sea controlled by England and not by Francea16

‘Wlth great popularlty and was glven honors a@ no general before hlm. :‘

Hls ambltlons were stlll unappeased and he longed for Tore glory., It seeme

'He had rlsen rapldly durlng the Revolutlon, from oorporal to General of @

‘; for more power and glory. After hls return to Parls the Dlrectory feared

.nls presence 1n the capltol lest thercoun01ls use hlm to overthrow the )

) ~harge of the 1nva51on of England Napoleon saw at once that such a pro“:

. |.<

R Ject would fall He felt that to deetroy England France should elther

anade Hanover or Egypt to cut the Brltlsh llfellne to Indla.igil:"

meoruanoe of the Turklsh Emplre to France.~ There is no reason to assume

that he had seen the doss1ers collected in the French Forelgn Office but T

yt_le dld have oontacj w1th Raymond Vernlnac, the French Mlnlster 1n xv

-,'Lonstantlnople. Napoleon shered w1th hlm that the Ottoman Emplre was on

-

[.overlooked by most Frenoh planners. Rellglous fanatlclsm, dlseaee Bedouln ;'7'

ln 1?97 Bomaparte the v1ctor returned from Italy. He was recleved o :l”

to hlm that the East offere&“thenoppormunlty for greater accompllshments..r.’

.the army of Italy., Thls rapld rlse 1n 1mportance only furthered hls de31re D

' ?Overment TO prevent thls, and to keep. hlm occupled they placed h1m in |

It was. durlng the Itallan campalgn that Napoleon began to reallze the g

‘the verge Of collapse and that Egypt could be taken Wlth llttle dlfflculty i
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V Vernlnac 1nvest1gated nhe cendlrlens din Egypt and upon ‘his return to France
spoke to Napoleon, who adopted hre v1ews.,,9 The 31tuat10n is. a good deal
more ‘complex than thls. It is not llkelylthat~& competent.general would
“ accept the vrews of a few merohants who had thelr .OWn. 1nterests at heart.'
There had £6 be more practlcal reasons for acceptlngqsuch a pOllcy.ZO |
Bona;ertevwas a reallstlc polltlclan who.knew the mood of the chronlcally
bankrupt Dlrectory. If the wer wrth England Was to end 1n a French vretorﬁ .
or in a draw, 1t seened fOOllSh to risk all in the &angerous and expen51ve
invasion of,England.; The other alternatlve~ £ QApteIQIE§§?§1§n¢ thue
ereate aik &1fferent threat to England was cheeper and held feweremlltary '
rlsks. It mlght not brlng England to her knees, but at least 1t woud put
France 1n a better posrtlon when peace negotlatlons aroee.z1

Whatever Napoleon s. 1ntere5us 1n Egypﬁ were, 1t rs certaln that the .
aid of Charles Naurloe Talleyrand~Perlgord wa.s 1ndespen31ble to thelr rel-
1zatlon.22 Talleyrand had been consecrated Blshop of Autun in 1?89, on the
' very eve -of the Revolutlon. Senslng that the tlme was’ rlpe for _sorie
dramatlc ehange in France, he sought electlon aS<hlS dlocesefsuzfgfieentew~
tlve to the Estates General and was elected a representatlve to the Flrst
Eeta&e. Aﬁ first He took the slde of'% the conservatlves, but after the. ‘
|loath of The Tennis Court (June 20, 1?89), he saw whloh way - the tide was
gorng and JOlned w1th the revolutlonarles. - To further hlS own pOSltlon he
1ntroduced a blll 1n the Assembly whlch proposed the natlonallzatlon and
dlssolutlon of the Ghureh lands.- The revenues from the sale of thls land
could then be used £0 remedy the eCOnomlc CrlSlS of the.. country.’eBy» .
1ntroduelng thls Blll he hoPed to ‘have himself elected mlnlster of. finance,
Thls was prevented by the law of November 12 whlch declared that the Klng

i

- could not ChOOSe his mlnlsters from amoung the Natlonal Deputles.' Thls B
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was a bitter blow to Talleyrand, dbut he was consoled by being elected
President of the Assembly on Febuary'16; 1790. Content to play his role,
he was instfumental in the formation of the new constitution.23
" In 1791 the electors of the Paris Department elected Talleyrand an
Administrator in the muniéipal government. Upon this election he resigned
his bishopric so as to better follow a political career. However, he was
needed for one last function in the church. The Givil Constitution of The
Clergy had forced a number of French bishops to: emigrate. Their sees had
to be filled with validly coﬁsecrated bishops so as to enshure Apostolic
Succession, Talleyrand, the bishop, was able to consecrate new bishops and
aid so.2*

The Revolution was now becoming more radical which caused Talleyrand
to fear for his own future and that of France. He began working in‘secret
Fith Louis XVI in an attempt to give the King control of' the situation.
When this failed, he began to look for a way ou£ of France. He correctly
realized that a man of his prominance could never simply return to obscﬁ?i?
Farly in 1792, he contri%ed a mission to England for the purpose of est-
éblishing an Anglo-French alliance. The mission failed, and a dissil-
lusioned Talleyrand remained in England as an unofficial assistant to the
French Ambassador, dé Chauvelin., The situation in France worsened and on
August 10, 1792, during anaattack on the Tulleries, secret papers were
found implicating Talleyrand in a-conspiracy with the King., On March 28,
1793, his name appeared on a list of Emigre/traitors. In 1793 Bngland
declared war on France, Talleyrand immediately left for America, where he
was to remain until_l?96.25

With the Thermidorian reaction of 1794, Talleyrand's chances for

returning to France were good. He wrote to the Constitutional Aséembly

J




espousing his cause, and on September 4, 1795, his name was,rgmoved from -
the list of Emigré%. On June 33, 1796 he left America, and upon his retur)
to France was elected a member of the newly formed institute, a national -
acadenic forum., His essays on foreign policy, given beforeithis group,
again brought him into prominence as'a candidate for the Foreign Office,
He was content to rémain‘on the sidelines until a victor emerged in the
struggles between the Directory and the Councils. When the Directory ap—‘
peared to have won-he gained their favor and on July 18, 1797 was named
Foreign Minister. Tallemﬁd did not like the expanaionist policy of the
Directory. He wds however, content to wait for the most opportune moment
to change this policy. 'While waiting for such an opportunity, the Directoxy
moved into Spain, Holland, Switzefland and Italy.zé

The true motivations which indﬁced Talleyrand to work for’tﬁe Egy§t4
lan campaign will probably never be fully known. -He'had come into contact
with Napoleon and was aware of his interests inAihe area. Bonaparte had

also made known his reservations about the English invasion. The two begai

tgrprepare their own plan. Talleyrand presented ah;,Essay_gg,the Advant-—

ages to Be Gained from New Colonies Under Present Circumstances.z?Early
in 1798 he issued an outspoken report to the Directory prediéting the fall

of the Turkish Empire. He urged France to sieze the choicest parts either

x|

in conjunétion with Austria and Russia or independently. Sh@rtly there=: e
after, Talleyrand issued a detailed report solely on Egypt., In this report
he discussed the manner and the é@vantages of the proposed expedition.

He obsgrﬁed that once Egypt had beeﬁ Canuered;'the Isthmus of Suez could -
be cut through. Trade would use this route thereby eliminating the Eﬁglish,
England's very political enpire would suffer ﬁndér this blow. From Suez

fifteen~thousand men could leave. for India where they would meet with the
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forces of TleOO Sahib, Sultan of Mysore. Together they would end.British
rule in Indla.28 ' |
Despite the importance of Talleyrand's place in the Egyptian exped-

ition, there is still a considerable mystery as to the extent of his part-

The invasion of Egypt was a move designed to‘éffeﬁd England~—ﬁhe one thing
that he wantea the m&st to avoid. Indeed, he’worked diligently for an -
Anglo~French alllance and was even suspected of double agenﬁry because of
this and the time that he had spent in England during the Revolutlon.

There was further reason to suspect that%Talleyrand had pro-British sym-

statlng that Piedcourt ("club—foot“~Talleyrand) wanted “thuhelp his Englis
fri-ends.{“29 This letter was intercepted, but after initial concern over

the'matter it was dropped. Why would Talleyrand want to offend hlS Engllsh

Europe., Add to this Egypt and she would _surely flghﬁ Conquerlng Egypt
would also risk war with Turkey and Would be 1nfr1ng1ng upon Russia's
Eastern interests. An invasion of Egypt entailed all of these risks and
others. Was Talléyrand; in supporting the Egyptian expedition, serving
Napoleon to the detriment of the nation? Is it ﬁoxe likely that, as he

was .in the habit of doing, Talleyrand wés merely selling himself to the
highest bidder? Thése'are questions that cannot easily be answered.30

To compeund this mystery historlans are not even certain as to who 1n1t1ate
the progect Napoleon or Talleyrand Napoleon did wrlte several recomend—
atlons to the Dlrectory concernlng the project and in August 1797,

Talleyrand had presumeably ‘on-his own, issued several reports on Egypt 3

ter. Madame Grand, Talleyrand 5. mlstress, had ertten to a person 1n Tondof

L
=

icipation in the preparations. Why did He advocate the in&asion"of Egypt2dy

pathies. There WaS the rather embaffassing affair of the Madame Grand leta g

friends? It was obv1ous that England would not accept France s position in||
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"-7 whleh ever way the prOJect happened to go. If At falled Napoleon was’

The answer to thle mystery wlll probably never be.foun&.~"

It is. p0551ble‘that Talleyrand 1n1t1ated or supported the expedltloni‘
merely because he dld not trust Napoleon and wanted hlm out of the Nay.‘ 2
'The loglc to thls 11ne of reasonlng 1s 1mpeccable. There were advantages;.;'

gone and was no longer a threat._ If 1t was a suecess, there were advan—-i

32

rages to the French occupatlon of Egypt. Talleyrand dld agree publlcaly

“to the Egyptlan plan for all of the usual reasons. trade, threat to

England ,etc.$ He held back one reason that probably expresees hlS true

"mounves. , alleyrand Was above all a een31ble sﬁatesm&n and as such real— 1.

1zed that EuroPe could not ex1st for long 1n the chronle state of war 1n

_Wthh she found herself Europe eould not cope wlth the French Bevolutlonf."

'therefore it was necessary for. France to become settled as sOOn as pOSSlblé: S

sboth fer her owWn- good and the good of Europe. In a 1etter to the Pru551anie'

mlnlster, Sandoz Rollln, Talleyrand admltted that the European daT must be ;r»;‘«'

.  ended at all ooat. He stated ﬁha the Revolutlonary Unlversal Republlc\;’l
ewas Just as much a'plpe &ream as was the Unlversal Monarehy. The Egyptlan
expedltlon nould thus serve a dual purpoee.i It would compeneate France
ffor her 1osses inl Amerlca and at the same tlme would channel the- revol—vnr_&-l
:utlonary expan31onlsm out81de of.Europe.. It would then be possrble to .

33

achieve. the necessary peace in Europe.a Agaln the problematlc element in|
Talleyrand is. shown.A An 1ndeepen31ble element of the Egyptlan plan was .
for hlm to go to Gonstantlnople so as to explaln France 'S reasons for 1n—

vadlng Egypt and to negotlate the terms for French occupatlon. He dld not

;go; Dld he ever 1ntend to do so‘P Agaln myetery shrouds the facts‘B%

Wlth Austrla s w1thdrawl from the war, n Oetober 1797,'1t was neces—lj

-

‘sary for the Dlrectory to carry on the War w1th England Wrﬁh herecontro;-.ni
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o French ex1stance. The tlme appeared to be rlpe for an 1nv381on of England

T 1tated by the Brltlsh evacuatlon of the Medlterranean in 1?9? However,

" .||vasion of England. HlS reasons were good. Franoe could not count on

of the seas, and her large colonlal emplre, Britain remalned ‘a threat to

v Brltaln seemed to be on the verge of total collapse because of severe dom—

estlc rlots, mutlnles and economlc problems.; An 1nva31on W@Uld be)faellu

two factors emerged that 1mpelled the Dlrectory to con31der attacklng -
. England in the East,‘ A grow1ng number of Brltlsh agents and cartographers
_ ln Galro seemed to polnt to Brltlsh de51gns in the area. Also, the xii;;:v
Dlrectory began to fear that a: resurgent Austrla mlght seek oompensatlon

‘1n the East for her lOSSeS to France 1n the West 35

On Febuary 23, 1798 Napoleon abandoned the preparatlon for the ing

Spanlsh or Dutch ald beeause both” had been defeated by Brltaln. ln 179?
the Brltlsh fleet, commanded by Jerv1s, defeated “the Spenlsh navy off |
Cape St, Vlncent and blockaded the remalnder of the Spanlsh fleet in, Cadlz ff .
‘-The Dutcb were defeated at Gamperdown by Duncan. Also, in May 1798 the
) Brltlsh Admlralty saw the need for a re entry 1nto the Medlterranean.'f
They relnforced Jerv1s blockade so as to enable him to dlspatch a’ eqnadron
into the'Medlterranean. On May 2y Nelson set out under orders to watoh
the French fleet at Toulon.Bé Nelson s re—entry would prevent the French
i:ﬁedltextanean forees from partlclpatlng in the 1nva31on of England Wlth¢'
Brltleh naval superlorlty the French Admlralty could not even- gaurantee o
the cr0551ng of the Brltlsh Ghannel much less the success of the 1nv3310n '
;W1th relutance the Dlrectory turned to Egypt for a contlnuatlon of the war
w1th Br1ta1n.37‘ ” :

On Febuar& lh Talleyrand presented hlS plan for the 1nv331on of

Egypt. On Febuary 23, Napoleon offered fhevoonquest of Egypt as a p0351bl
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alternative to the abandoned 1nva51on of England As stated above,,the
-ﬁlrectory had reason to suspeet Talleyrand’s motives in thls affalr. The
eon51deratlons of polltles soon 1ntervened and the Dlreetory gave up any
; thought of opp031ng Bonagarte or Talleyrand Wlth the electlons of. YeaerI
(1798) comlng up, ihe Dlrectory could hardly force Napoleon or Talleyrand
inte opp051tion. That they accepted guch a rash and dangerous plan. as

| Egypt for. polltlcal reasons is'a black mark on the hlstory of thef"“j;hgigrd.‘;
) Blrectory.38 B ‘ | v B
Even had they decllned the Egyptlan plan, peace on the COntlnent Was
absolutely necessary for any actlon agalnst Brltaln. Everthlng compelled
: the Dlrectory to aecept the Egyptlan expedltlon whlch would com;momlse the
peace. The 1nfluence of the generals and contractors, revolutlonary
ardoury the prospect of depr1v1ng England ef her Easterﬂ markets and the
thought of a French monopoly over thOSe markets all pulled the Dlrectory
. into the foollsh scheme whlch would see 1ts demlse. It soon became obvn_ouJ
thatscentrol of the’ 51ster Batavran and.Clsalplne Republlcs was necessary
for the contlnuatlon of the war. Thls was necessary for two reasons.
First, the Batavran Republlc, or‘the Netherlands, had long occupled an im-
portant place in Brltlsh pollcy.: Control of thls area was needed to pre-j
vent 1ts=belng used as a staglng area for a war w1th France. The Cisalping
‘Republic was needed to protect France s Southern flank from an Austrlan =1
1nv381on. Second, 1t Was necessary to, exp101t the resources of these areag
Vfor the wars of France.39 On January 22, 1798, coup d’ é%at 1n the Hague
‘guaranteed a pro—French Batav1an Assembly. A treaty w1th the Clsalplne
Republlc on Febuary 21 prolonged the French’ occupatlon of that a,rea..aO
In early Warch 1798 the Dlrectory approved the Egyptlan 1nva31on.

'Nepaleen presented his plans on Narch 5, and On April 12 the flnal orders
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Were issued. Napoleon was ordered to seime Malta and Egypt and, as far as
possible,tdsdislodge the British in the Fast. After securing Egypt and the
Suez project (six months were estimated for these), he was to retiuan .-
France and continue with the invasion of England.ul‘

An overall consideration of the European situation is now necessary,
The major proplem in the last decade of the eighteenth centuryAwas the suc-
lcess of the wars of the French Republic and the inability of the European
powers to stop them. The main reason for their suce;é*was the fact that,
for the first time, Burdpe was experiencing a new type of warfare, the
ideclogical war. The older and more establishéd powers did not realigze
this. When they tried to fight a limited strategic war with France, they
failed, The European statesmen did not realize fhat their orderly, system-
atic concepts of war could not work against a people who were fighting for
something in which they believed, and not for limited concrete objetives.’
The Revolution; not natural boundaries, baldnce of power etc. was the
majér European problem of the time.42

In 1797 England remained the sole European powér not to have been
defeated by France. Despite this, her position was no better than that of
the other Buropean powers, She had failed to exploit her control of the
seas and the addition of the Spanish and Dutch fleets to her navy.
England's greates£ need to continue the war with France was allies. The
Pipst Coalition had been a dismal failure. To remake it a catalyst was
needed. Ironically Egypt, which wasAintende to destroy England, provided
that needed ca,talysd:.‘qy3

If the wars of the Republic began with the ideological reason of
liberating captive peoples, they were guickly ﬁransformed inte imperialism

The need for money and resources, the weakness of the Directory--the war
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acting as a glue to keep things together, the desire to keep the generals

wars., Bven had the Directory desired peace on the Continent, there was

still England, Invasion by way of Ireland was out of the question there-

When this was seen to be impossible, the Soufhern route‘to India, through
Egypt was the only remaining way to attack England. The British with-
drawal from the Mediterranean'and the French victories in Spain and Itgly,
gave France a new, if tenuous position of dominance in the‘Medit@rranean.
The fact that this had to be considered in choosing the less desirable

' Egyptian plan points éut the basic stmgtggic position between England and
France., The éroblem was a mutual oﬁe. ‘In 1797, there exlsted an impasse
between England, the sea power, and France, the land power. The French
folly in Egypt would at‘least temporarily break thé impasse in favor of
Englaﬂ&.. It ﬁould'not be fully broken until 1812, with Napoleon's
Russian camﬁaign,é4

The threat of a French overland invasion of India was not great.
However, the threat to English trade, support of fhe native Indian resis-
#&nce and aﬁ invasion by sea of India were considerable threats., An even
more ominoﬁs possibility was that English forces would have to be diverted

from the Channel to counter French moves in the East. A direct invasion

in part, they viewed as a diversionary move. Only in part however,
as the detailed preparations and Bonaparte's Qrders show. There_were
humanitarian as well as practical reasons for colonizing Egypt. The

ideals of the Revolutibn compelle&tﬁé;;t the . opp:ressed peoples of Egypt

out of politics and revolutionary spirit all transformed the nature of the

fore, a direct invasion of England seemed to be the only other alternative.

of England might then be possible. In light of the:fact that the Directorsy

only postponed‘the invasion of England, it might be assumed that, at least




should be'liberated.fﬂThere were aleo cultural reasengifer"ﬁafoleoh valued‘
the resurectlon of - aufan01ent c1v111zat10n.45;tf“:‘ o |
As‘for Napoleou; 1t is not llkely that he v1ewed the’lnva31on ae anAu ..
A opportunlty to remove hlmself from France. We can take hlm at hls word |
rthat. he 1ntended to be back in France in at leaet 51x months.‘ Had he 1n—'?
: .'tended to be away longer, 1t lS not llkely that he would have left his w1fe,
he fllghty Josephlne, unchaperoned 1n F&rls.%é Napoleon bad long dreamt of ilf
'g01ng to Egypt and when he wWas - glven the 0pportun1ty, he went to con81der~ Lj
able detall 1n plannlng the conqueet.‘ England offered more cpportunlty "
for glory, but 31nce that wae no’ longer poe31ble, he woald go to Egypt 7
Talleyrand seeklng £¥ stable EurOPe and seelng Napoleon as the man of the
tlmes, lent hlS support to the echeme.48 Thus, to. all partles 1nvolved

. Egypt seemed to he the best ch01ce.l Tt is doubtful that the Dlrectory eaw i':
" |{in 1t the 0pportun1ty to be rld of Napoleon.. Why glve hlm the chance for
N ‘more glory It would seem that they expected hlm back rather qulckly.:;“i
' They prefered a dlrect 1nva51on of England and knew that ultlmately this -
. would be the only way to destroy England For the moment thlS wae 1mposeq
elble not only because of the Engllsh control of the Channel but because
mest of France s resources lay in’ the Medlterranean. Therefore, the war f
must -be. taken to the Medlterranean and Egypt.49 | |
| In hlndelght we can conclmde that the Egyptlan expedltlon was a poor :
chelce.‘ For the tlme 1t dld satlsfy all partles 1nvolved but entalled un~ ;
Justlflable rlske——rlsks that should have been eeen.‘ France dld have sult- :
: able land forces for the pregect, but Egypt is. a far away land reached

'only over seas Wthh France dld not command There was never any doubt

that France could conquer Egypt but she could not sustaln or explomt her

conqueet w1thout communlcatlone and supplles from France. As c1rcumstances i
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were to prove, England was still mistress of the seas.

50
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GHAPTER TT'

Degite the magnitude of the preparatioﬁs at Toulon, the destination
of the expedltlon remained a well kept secret. The Brltlsh Admiralty re-
mained in the dark as to the destlnatlon ‘of the French Armada until it
landed in BEgypt. Their agent 1n Leghorn reportad that the French fleet
was preparing to sall for Alexandria. Despite this information the Admir-
alty clung to the idea that the preparations wére rart of the planned in-

51

vasion of England.” Not even the unusual actions taken by Monge, the
French agent in Rome in'charge of the selection of the objects of art to
be taken to France, aroused suspicion. On March 16 Bonaparte ordered
Monge to remove from the Vatican the Greek, Argbic and -Syriac printing
machiner& used by the Propaganda Fide. He was also orderéd to ﬁ?ﬁf;nédate
any maps, books or documents relating to the Near East.52 |
As May 19, 1798, the date of depéxture, approached, anffincident oc-
cured which neariy caugsed fhe expedition to be postponed, On April 15,
the French Ambassador to Vienna, General Bernadotte, was attacked by a.
mob of angry Viennese, The‘dipldmatio repercussions of ﬁhis incident
nearly resulted in a war with Austria. Napoleon, more interested in
Euroype than‘in Egypt, offered to‘place himself in command of the army,
should war break outy The affair was smoothed over and the Directory,
wishing to see Napoleon off, ordered his departure for Egypt.53
On May 19 the unwieldy convoy of four hundred tranéports,ian escort

of thirteen ships of the line, sixteen thousand sailors, over thirty=five

thousand troops and a corps of over one—hﬁndre& and fifty scientists and
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experts salled for Egypt. The scientific corps included some of the best.

inds ‘in France men such as Monge, Berthollet, and Fourier, The expedition
{lalso included a well stocked library and a variety of scientific and
mathematical instrumentséﬁa

It is a miracle that the raﬁshakle convoy escapédiAdmifal Nelgon,
whoe was cruiging off Toulon by May 17. A strong wind carried the convoy
Southward, past the coast of Sardinia, before Nelson was even aware of its
departure, A gale soon developed which damaged the British ships, forcing
them to dock in a Sardinian port for repairs. The chase was begun and it
took Nélson thelbetfer part of the summer to éatch up with the French fleet
On June 18 he learned that Bonaparte had captured Malta, on June 12.55
Madita-had been governed by the Knights of Malta since 1530, when the '
Emperoy Charles V gave them the island as a home.56.Many of the Knights.
were French and refused to fight Napoleon and their French éommrades.“ The
Grand master of the order, Hompesch, a Prussian, capitulated after a token
resistance, Bonaparté.speﬁt a week on the island organizing it as a depart+
mentvof Franoe.57 Malta.was essential foerrenéh designs in the
Mediterrénean. The island commanded the Sicilian Channel and its ma jor
harbor, Vallet{a, offered:ah excellent base for épperationé against the
British Mediterranean fleet.58 |

Nelson,searching for the French fleét, arfived at Néples on Juﬁe 17
where he learned from the British minister, Sir William Hamilton, that the
French had finished their work on Malta, Nelson now decided that
Alexandria and fiﬁally India ﬁaS'Bohéparte‘s goaly .He then guickly set
sail for Egypt. On June 20 he passed the St¥ait of Messina and on that
day was only one hundred and sixty miles from-the French fleet. - A cruising

frigate under Bonaparte's command caught sight of the English squadron and
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informed him of its whereabouts,
On July 1, the French expeditioﬁéry force landed at Abouklr Béy and the
next day captured Alexandria. Bonaparte left General K}éber in Alexandria
With&éixggthsand meﬁ. He sent General Menon to capture Rosetta while he
and General Desaix set out for Cairo. Desaix took the longer but egsier
route along the Nile, so as to guard the flotilla of river boats transpor-
ting the supplies to Cairo., Bonaparte took the shorter route acsoss the
desert. The conditions were especially hard on the troops because for
some unknown reason {hey had.nét been outfitted for désert warfédwre; Thelr
uniforms were heavy and they had not been given canteens. Stragglers were

sexualy assulted and murdered by the ever present Arab raideré.ée
On July 21 Bonaparte confronted a large Mameluke force at the foot of

the pyramids. The force comsisted of forty-thousand troops, an army far
superior to the French in numbers., Napoleon organized an innovative straty
egy of echeloned division squares, with artillery on the corners and bets
ween the battalions. The cavaliy and trains also remained between the baty
talions and were thus ready to fight in any direction.él The Mamelukes
were wnable to break this formation and were amnihilated. Murad Bey,
the Mameluke leader, fled into Upper Egypt. The way to Caliro was opened
and on July 24 Bonaparte entered the Capitol.62
During the first few weeks in BEgypt the French had good reason to be
optimistic about the future, Egypt‘had been faken with few French cas-
ualties and Nelson was nowhere tO'be‘seen,63 The local population was
friendly, or at best indifferent to the French. Presumeably this was due.
to Napoleon's propaganda., Upon capturing Alexandria he issued a preclaim-

ation assuring the inhabitants of Egypt that the French came as friends &

of the Sultan. They came to fight the Mamelukes not the Egyptians,
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and they were true Moslems, Did not the French depose Pius VI, (Febuary
11, 1798> whose predecessors had consistentiy made war against Islam?éa
Their »optbmism was premature because on August 1, Nelsén arrived off
Alexandria, catching the French fleet unprepared, he destro&ed it almost
to the last ship., In a single stroke Englaga regained control of the .3y
65

Mediterranean and imprisoned Bonaparte in Egypt. - The evideﬁce seems to
indicate that Bonaparte was ultimately responsible for the disaster at
Aboukir Bay, or the Battle of The Nile, He later claimed that he had or-
dered Admiral Brueys, the commander of the squadron, to seek sheltexr in
the 01d Harbor (Alexandria) and if unable to do so, he was to set sail for
Corfu, In reality Brueys' orders were unclear and demonstrate Bonaparte's
reluctance to allow the fleet to leave Egypf. The reason for his reluctanc
is not known. It might.have been due to the fact that he did not expect
to be in Egypt much longer, or po#sibly because he did not feel that his
position was secure enough to allow the fleet to leave. Whatever his reas
ons, he refused to issue the order for the fleet to leave and left its
defense %9 Bwuey's discretion. Breuys must also bear considerable res~
ponsibility for the disaster because he did not make,the-beét of his pos~
ition., His faulty defense permitted Nelson to slip through his line and
deliver a destructive attack from both‘sides.66

The Battle of the Nile precipitated a cpmpleg series of events, The
most significant of these is that it enabled Britain to remake the Second
Coalition, Unlike the First Coalition the Second included Russia and
Turkey. Russia had consideragle cause for hostilify against France. She
was upset over the French occupation of Egypt because it threatened her
designs on the Ottoman Empire, The Czar, Paul I, was also enraged all the

more since he had Fad himself elected Grand Master of the Knights of Malta
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and coveted Malta as his prize, The Russians alsgc feared that the French
were desireous of placing a French candidate on ﬁh@:ﬁh;oﬁé;gfga’feg%;:;“ffﬂ*
tored’P@land.éy |

Tufkey‘s place in this affair is interesting. The French knew from
the ouféet of the Egyptian campaign that they would have to appease the
Turks., Degpite this, problemé arose almost at once., We have already ex-
amined Talleyrand's duplicity in this matter but it should be noted that
he even refused to appeint an ambassador to go~in his place, until it was
to late. To make matters even worse, the French charge’ d'affairs in
Constantinople, Ruffin, was not informed of the invasion until June 28,
Even_when he was informed, he WaS~given the least possible inforxrmation;
he was fold that an ambassador with full powers was being sent, The
Turkish governuent knew of the French plans before the.fleet had left
Toulon (their intelligence was better than the British in this respect),
When Ruffin was confronted by the Foreign Secretary all that he could do
was4p1ead ignorance and to assure the Porte that the French held no hosﬁf
tile intentions toward Turkey.68

Turkey was somewhat understanding in regard to Franbe's position,
The deétruction of the order of Malta, traditionaly hostile toward Turkey,
was welcomed., But it was_also a traditional poiicy to fight whenever
iﬁfidélg took teritory belonging to Islam. The Porte felt that it wguld
be discredited amoung its Moslem subjects if it did not fight France,
Other problems quickly arose, If the French were still fr@endly,'why afte]]
conquering Bgypt did Bonaparte enter into negotiations with Ali Easha of
Janina and other local Turkish rullers? Why did he send messages to
" Greece promising her people 1iberatioﬁ from Tﬁrkey?"lt was;beéoming more

apparent to the Turks that the French &esifed the dismemberment of their
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empire. Also, the promised French envoy failed to arrive. On August 6 the
héﬁs-of‘the Battle of The NileAreached Constantihbple, The French national
Were cﬁﬂfined for their protection while the government continued to wait
for a French amassador, On September 2, 1798, after giving France every
opportunity to disavow herself from her rebellious generai in Egypt, Turkey
declared war., On thaﬁ same day Talleyrand at last appointed an envoy for
the mission to Constantimople. He was unable to leave before the Frencﬁ
recieved the news of Turkey's declaration of war.69 |
Ruésia followed Turkey with a declaration of war and ﬁegotia{ed an al-
liance with Turkey that allowed the Russian Black Sea fleet to pass through
the Straits into the Mediterranean, where they proceeded to attack the
Tonian islands (Gorfu was the last to fall on March 3, 1799). This pro- -
vided'the Rugsians with an exoelleﬁt position in the Mgditerraﬁean, one
which she would never again see, In addition to Malta She was interested
in the Kingdom of The Two Sicilies. Britain blessed this alliance andw,

' Joined with Rugsia on December 29, 1798, to plan'combined 1anéings in
Italy and Holland.?o
Despite the Briﬁishbnaval superiority and fhe addition of Russia and
Turkey, there was very_litfle tﬁat could be done against France in the

Mediterranean, England simply lacked the land forces needed.to fight .

ship of Naples, Nelson's involvement in Naples was a disaster from the
very beginniﬁg. ‘The«éxmy ofANaples Wa.s w&rthless and her fleet was not in
any better condition than her;agmy. The peace treaty of 1796 with France
dictated Neopolitan neutrality was violated by Nelson's presence, The . -
NeopoTitans: had suffe:éd considerabie losses to France and were ready to

fight whenever the opportunity arose. Nelson convinced them to ally with

()

France, To rectify thié situation Admiral Nelson began to court the friend:
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The Neopolitan army briefly occupied Roms but ﬁas gﬁickiy expelled by a
French army,>commanded by Chamfionnet8 After recafturing Rome the French
were Qrdéred‘to ﬁake Naples, which fell on Januvary 23, 1799. The Kingdom
was plundered, the King exilied, and the Parthenopian Republic was estabif
lished,72 Nelson's error at Naples deprived England of whatefer aid the
Kingdom was able to provide and committed his squadron to the defence of

Sicily and the remains of the Kingdom of The Two Sicilies,’?

The §§cdnd Coalition still needed the support of Austria or Prussia
so as to mount an attack dlong the Adige(a river in Northeattemm Ttaly),
in Swiﬁzerland and along the Rhine. Prussia refused outright and Austria
allowed hérself to be.éourted without giving a definite cohmittment. The
Augtrian Chancellor, Thugut, was uﬁintexested in what he realiged

were the English an&‘Russian ambitions., The Russians were inﬁerseted in? -
re-etablishing the Italian kingdoms.for their plunder and England wanted
to recover the Netherlands. ‘Thugui allowed the war to break out with
Austria remaining neutral; - butzneverthel€ssy:, knowihg that she could not
remain neutral for lbng, he begén ﬁilihary pfeparations; In March he per-
mitted_ﬁhe Rusgian ﬁréoﬁs to pass through Austria.on. théir wdy We§t. The
Directory ﬁsed this as a casus lell and declared war on Austria on LT

March 12.74

in Parié»but no one seemed to féél that it doomed the expéditiondry force,
However with the situation in Burope there was little that the Directory
could do to. help Bonéparﬁe, In‘Deoember they wrote to inform him that he
- could expect no reinforcements or suppliés from France so long as the

British, Russian and Turkish fleets were in the Mediterranean. They sug-

The French defeat in the Baﬁfle of:The Nile caused corsiderable concer:

England and to attack the Roman Republic, which they did in November 1?98.?'

1
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gested that his best hope was to wait for a partition of Turkey (the Ottoms
Empire seemed always on the verge of partition), but offered three other

possibilities, He could remain in Egypt and continue its organization

none of these courses was ?ractical! but of the three the Directory felt
that only the invasion of! India was impossible.75

In early 1799 the Directory found itself in a difficult strategic s
situation., France was involved in opperations from Ireland to Egjpt. To
do so successfully regulred stability at home, weil timed plans and good
communications. The Directory had none of these and consequeﬁtly problems
developed, The Directory lent its support to the’Irigh Revolution led by
Wolf Tone, This move was caculated to,occuﬁyfthe British at home thus
bettering the chances for France;s success in the East. The rebellion was
supposed to have begun in Septembér 1798, after the Ffench had secured -
Bgypt. Instead the revolutionaries rose in M@yimohlygagfewid&ys after the
French fleet had left Toulon. The Irish were ill prépared and despite
continued French aid the rebellion was crushed., On November 11, Wolfe
Tone committed sulcide and thus ended the upfising, The French failure to
divert Britain in Ireland was only part of the total disruption of the
Directory's plans. The failure in Treland secured England from invasion
while the Battle of The Nile destroyed France's hopes for the East and
thus placed her in a perilous ﬁogition within Burope itself., The French
defeat at the mouth of the Nile enabled Britain to form the Second
Coalition and thus to regain the initiative against 17‘1'3,3:106.?6

In the spring of 1799 the Second Coalition had taken to the field,

and by summer France was- again in danger of invasion. The French army was

very inadequate and its leadership bungled the early stages of the war.

as a viable colony, attack Constantinople, or farch to India. In actuality
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Instead of using Swifzerland to establish a central striking force, the!
army struck out along a wide front and was pushed back everywhere. \Italy
llquickly fell to the Austrian and Russian troops.and Engiand made a succes~

7

sful landing in Holland.’’ The international situatién éparked the already
familiar domestic problems in France riots, royalist plots, and governmen%al
insecurity. The new éledtiéns again went against the Direcfory, but this
time the Directory could not affofd to arouse -political hostilities by

repeatiné the Coup of 22 Flc;reai,.- Year VI (May ‘11,‘ 1798), The new left
ma jority in the'Couhgils-tbok advéntgge of the situation, and revenged

Floreal. by forcing three of the Directors out of office. This has been

labled the Coup of 30 Prairial Yea# VIT (June 18, 1799). Both branches of

the goﬁgxnm@qﬁ had now violated the constitution,and with the appointment

of the old ieﬁolutionary, Sieyéé,‘ié the.ﬁirectory, ité days weresfﬁ
numbered.?8

Napoleon  had to Bear the immediate consequnces‘of the Battle of The
Nile. In addition to trapping him in Egypt and-bréaking ooﬁmunications %
with France, valuable supplies and the treasury went down with the bat-
tle ships. Hg‘was very anxious about the situation but rightlyAbelieved
thatithe battle did not doom his expedition. The transports, dockeﬁ at
Alexandria, were not'EEStroyed and three of the eleven battleships lost
were in poor-condition anyway. The Directory also ha& at its disposal the
Brest squadron and the Atlantic fleet, Dboth of which could be brought intq
the Mediterranean if necessarys79

Napoleon showéd little of his éoncern about the situation to.his”
assﬁciatés. He quiékly'seﬁtled in and began to organize'the golony, His
first care was for the health of his troops, Hospitals and laboratories

were established for the study of the new tropicalﬁdiseases;ﬁj:?%f;”“m"”“
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e the taxatlon of the land.

Senltatlon end quaranbrnea1easureSewereelnstrtuﬁedelorﬁihe,cenﬁrokl ofi=these
plagues. The problem of” securlty WAS dealt w1th by prov1d1ng
patrols and etreet llghtlng, a- novelty for Egypt. ~The-most»crltlcel,probm.
Tem was the lack of money.: Wlth the treasury at the bottOm of Abouklr |
b,Bay there was no money to pay the troops or: to buy the. supplles that they
' requlred All avallable publlc funds weree 51ezed the mlnﬁ wa.s. reorganlzed
and the bullion that was left was corned Thls eased the 51tuatlon tem~ )
’ porarlly 80 that long term_lreealemeeeureSIceuldsbeﬁ;nsilmuted mhe
: ‘Mameluke 5 property was, sequestered and gullds, corporatlone and wealthy
1nd1v1duals were forced to- glve contrlbutlons to ‘the government.f The local
eystem of taxatlon was reorganlzed and revenues from agrlculture were 1n~ |
creased by 1nprov1ng farmlng methods.~ An accurate land survey allowed ;'
80 - ) . .
The English blockade follow1ng the Battle of The Nlle threatened the
eeonomlc development of the new colony. Bonaparte therefore turned to
the 501ent1flc and technologlcal corps for the productlon of the essentmals :
- for the army and local populatlon. Internal-trade was~stlmulated by
the more efflclent tex system, the re~e;en1ng of 1nternal candls and a "
government better able to prov1de for the. protectlon of bu31ness.8¥'
A new representatlve government was establlshed under French patronage.‘f‘
‘ AﬁDlwan of nine promlnent Egyptlans was establlshed for ‘the governlng of . |
Calro., Slmllar Dlwans were’ establlshed for the prov1nces. A general |
Dlwan nes called for the governlng of the entlre colony. Theee instits
utlons should not be taken llghtly, because Bonaparte took them serlously
as long as they were in control.s_2 | | -

There was llttle popular coneern over the presence of the French 1n ‘

Egypt.J vThe rule of the French was not as cruel as that of the Mamelukes L ]
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and the French seemed to be very respectful of Islam. Bonaparte had also
recieved a declaration from the Mufiis of the Moséue of El Aghar in Calxo
stating that the faithful could swear alleglance to the new goverment. He
alsc wrote to the Sherif of Mecca, the Bey of'Tripoli‘and the Pashas of
Aleppo and Acre to assure them that the French were friends of Isla,m.83
Despite these precautions, uncertainty began to de#elopg over the innov-
ations imposed by the French. No major problems developed until word
reached Cairo that the Sultan had declared war.againsi France, This made
nonesense of the propaganda that the French came as friends of the Sultan.
On October 21 an insurection broke out in Cairo, The revolt took two days
to crush and cost two hundred and fifty French and seven hundred Bgyptian

dead, This marked the end to any peaceful coexistence between the French

and Egyptians.gg

Bonapaitte realized that with Turkey's declaration of war and her al-
liance with Russia and Britain, it was essential for France to regain con-
trol of the Mediterranean, OUn October 7 he sent a message urging the
Directory to send the Brest and Atlantic fleets into the Mediterranean.
This would force the British to fight at a greater distance from her bases
and in so doing would give the French a better oppor{unity to regain their
control over the Mediterranean.S5 This reasoning was perfect but was not
the only reason for considering such an opperation., The allied positions
in the Mediterranean were widely dispersed, making‘it unlikely that St.
Vincent, the British commander, would be able to bring them together in
time to prevent a French entry into the Mediterranean., In March 1799,
the Directory sent a combined French and Spanish fleet into the Mediter-
ranean, Thls fleet, commanded by Bruix, was numerically superior to the

allied forces but Bruix, a fatalist at heart, refused to exploit his
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advantage. He procrastinated, the Spanish refused to ¢ooperxaie:z and to-
gether they let the chance for victory slip by. By the end of the year
the two had gone their own seperate ways, with Bruix returning to the
Atlantic. The cruise was a failure.86

Bruix's crulse was the only sustantial effort, by the Directory, to
re~establish control over the Mediterranean, There is a slight mystery as
to why this is so, The British blockgde of Egypt was not strong, as is
witnessed by Bonaparte's ability to send messages to France. Napioleon,
on.the other hand, réeievea few couriers from France and when he did sd
their messages were to out of date to be of any use,. The situation in

-Europe was gserious but the Directory could have spared the small force

needed to break the blockade. Was the Directory honestly concerned over

=7

the BEuropean situation~-sincerely believing that no forces could be spared
Or were they playing the waiting game? If Bonaparte could succeed all the
better; For France had.Egypt« If he did ﬁot, the Directory would be rid
of a trouble makergg? . |
By early 1799 the situation in Egypt was becoming desperate., The
army was becoming depleted and supplies were growing short. News of the
Turkish military preparations in Syria and on Rhodes caused Bonaparte to
have serious doubts as to how much longer he could hold out.. The only
remaining hope was for him to move swiftly into Syria and defeat the forées
there, and then return to Egypt aﬂd defeat the sea born invasion from
Rhodes,88 Two other reasons supported this move, First, on Febuary 10
Napoleon received a message informing him of the current situation in
Burope., Since Austria had not yet entered the war, and it’was apparent =

that Bgypt would have to be abandoned anyway, why not control the entire

coastlines of Egypt and Syria so as to use them as the trump cards during
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o 'MBrlﬁlSh Levant fleet. Fleld artlllery proved all but useless agalnst the 1o

;peece”negofiatiohs.; Also, _the. Brltlsh blockadrng squadron was taklng 1tsv" “

An attack on thls area would dlvert the force and

glve an opportunlty to break the blockade.' A message regardlng theseg
fplans was sent to the Dlrectory urglng them to make the best use of the'??'
89 R |

| 0pportun1ty. Nothlng was done.

On Febuary 6'11799,'Bonaparte 1nvaded Syrra and advanced through the

zcountry raplély, defeatlng all mllltary forces 1n "his: Way.' By'March 18

ixhe reached Acre, a fortlfled port clty, surrounded on, three sldes by water, S

Bonaparte 1a1d srege to the crty but wlth Smmth'e squadron he could effect .

111%%16 damage. In addltloﬂ; Napoleon 5 srege equlpment sent by sea had“1 : R

‘been=captured by Sldney Smlth who Nelson had appornted commander of the f

jheavy fortlflcatlons, also the plague began decrmatlng the troops.9 On B
EMay 29 Bonaparte llfted the 31ege and returned to Egypt. Desplte rhe '
;fallure at Acre the campalgn was a. marglnel sucess. It dld stoP the Turk— e
-1sh mllltary preparatlons but 1t cost Bonaparte more men and supplles |
{ Tthan he could afford to loose. Two thousand two hundred men were lost
ias well as most of the srege eqelpment and other valuable supplres.g}’-a\
fAt the end of June he wrote the Dlrectory requestlng 51x thousand relnfer— .
cements.: If he drd not recreve ﬁhese before the end of the year, hlS ef*‘ -
‘ \feetlve foroe rould be reduced to the dangerouely low level of twelve o
' rthousand.?g ’.‘V . ‘ N o | |

4 On July 15 Bonaparte recreved wordrthat the expected seaborne 1ne-'ﬁ
- nvaelon had occurrad at Ahouklr Bay. He rushed up from Calro and destrOye& i
almost the entlre Turklsh force.; On August 2, inthe. procees of negotlat-’

. _1ng an exchange of prlsoners, Smlth gave Napoleon some newspapers coverlng _

'the month of June, 1?99.: From these Napoleen recreved hlS flrst news of
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Europe in months, He learned that Ttaly was lost and that the Second
Coalition was on the Rhine and in Switzerland'prepéring for the invasion of
?Francg. He realized that 44 was now time for his return to France so as
to gain control of the situwation there, Wﬁat he did not know was that sinc
June thg situation in Burope had improved dramétically'ahd that the Directo
had élr@§§g~ofdered&hisi??ﬁﬁxns93 After the Russians and Austrians took
Italy, the two separated. The Austrians remained in Ttaly while the :mwyuil
Russians, under Suvarov, advanced into Switzerland to meet the other wing
of the Russian army'under Korsakov. The Austrians also had an army in
Switzerland commanded by the Archduke Charles. . When,bharles was ordered
to advance on Mainz a gap was left-between the two Russian armies in
Switgzerland. The French General Massena siezed this opportunity to drive
between them and defeated the Russians, who quickly returned home, Austria
was left in Italy but the Coalition was broken and France was again saved
from invasion, By mid-October Brune had defeétéd the Anglo-Russian forces
in Holiand, forecing them to evacuate the Baﬁavian Republic, The situation
there was again under French control°94

Not knowing of these events Bonaparte -began preparations to leave
Egypt. He ordered two frigates and two smaller vessals prepared for the .
Jjourney., On August 24 he set sail with a few génerals and scienfistse
By letter hé gave command of the army to a bitter and disappointed Kleber.
He instructed Kleber to hold Egypt until generai.negotiations with the
Coalition began. If he recievea no reinforceménts before May, 1800, he
was to negotiate peace with Turkey at the price of evacuating Egypt.
Napoleon's departure effectively ended the Egyptian adventure, Thé army
held out until 1801 but without supplies and reinforcements it was a slow

deathg95
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CONGLUSION S
. The campalgn 1n Egypt and Syrla had’ llttle strateglc value but its
1mpact on EuroPean hlStOry,:aS well as world h1story is 1nest1mable. The

1mpact of the Egyptlan adventure 1s three—fold. Flrst 1t is a unlque

and 1nterest1ng 1nterlude in the career of Napoleon Bonaparte. In the plar

nlng an& executlon of the- campalgn we ‘are shown a facet of . Napoleon s
‘character that was hardly ever shown elsewheree He carrled out hls plane-
with great lnSlght and 1mag1nat10n. Napoleon set’ out for Egypt not only
-to oonquer her but to change an& transform her 1nto a new world - The most
‘ lastlng contlbutlons of the Egyptlan campelgn are. a trlbute to Bonaparte s
genlnos and 1mag1natlon. Because he had the - for651ght to 1nclude in his
plans scholars and men whose ambltlon equaled his own, we are now aware of.
the mysterles and beauﬁy of ancient. Egypt. That We - have such knowledge is
||due to Napoleoneurd his 501ent1f1c corps who dlscovered*hhesﬁosetta Stone
and gave birth to modern Egyptology. Also 1mportant is the fact that thers
~:Ls a dlrect link between the blrth ‘of Egyptology and the blr%h of modern
archeology, whlch 1s an 1n&espen31ble tool in the searoh for man s past.

A second important result of the Egyptlan campalgn Was its 1nfluence on

Napoleon hlmself. The ‘campaign gave Napoleon valuable experlence in desert

warfare, Thls experlence added to and helped perfect Napoleon s mllltary

Skills. The campalgn also gave hlm experlence 1n the governleng and

orgaﬁizlng of an~ent1re natlon, Both of these experlences Would be 1mport-

ant in the very near future.'

The last but not 1n31gn1flcant resultaof the Egyptlan campalgn was. -

1
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its influence on Egypt herself, In addition to the cultural impact of the
opening of Egypt's past, there was also a very crucial political impact:

In July 1798, Napoleon landed an army in Egypt in a move de=t
signed to sever Britain's link to India. As imperial strategy
it was well conceived but the execution was faulty, and the
French were gone in lesgs than three years, forced out by British
arms and the complexities of governing a prostrate and backward
people, For France and Britain it was bub an incident in

their protracted struggle for the domination of the seas,

For Egypt it was the cannon shot that ended her weary centuries
of gtagnation and torpor. To be shure, it did not put an end

to Egypt's ordeal of tyranny and oppression at the hands of
foreign masters, for practical independence was not to come

for another century and a half, It did, however, introduce

an age of political stabllity during which peasant productivity
was reestablished; more than that; it forced the Egyptians

out of the medieval into the modern world.

Therefore, despite its immediate failure, Napoleon's Egyptian campaign

wasy in the long term, a success,
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