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Introduction

.

The purpbse of this thesis is to determine exactly what
Tomer s’ idea of the power of Zeus, the chief god of the Greek
bantheon, is, This will Ee done in three steps: the first being
on anthropological investigation of the origin of the idea of
%eus; the second being an analysis of the functions and powers
f Zeus as viewed in the Iliad; and the third being a sbudy of

the rélation between Fate and the power of Zeus to control des-

tiny as it is described in the Iliad.
I am deeply indebted to the late Father Polycarp Sherwood,

0.3.B,, who was largely responsible for the form thig thesis
|took. and without whose assistance in assembling the bibliogra-
ohy. this work would have proved impossible. Thanks are also
due to Father “Gerard Tllspermann, 0.5.B. ,:end Father/Vineent
Tobinh, 0,3.B., my readers, . for their kind suggestions and criti-
cisms, T must 2lso express my gratitude to Brother Lambert Zink
0.5,B,, of the St, Meinrad Archabbey Library, who took the

trouble to order many of the books I nseded,




Chapter It

The Origins of the Idea of Zeus

The archeolovlcal work of Schllamann has destroyed ths con-
jcept of the Homeric poems as the work of p”lmlulve Greece, Soon

after 1500"B.C,, tne*eastarnoportlons of Greece;ﬁtneﬂlslanas,w
dence for this 1les in the fact that Homer E noblemen are not

opment with Eastern and Egyptian influences, Scenes of luxury

1 (As ex~

and mentions of luxurious items are common in Homer,
amples of this, we might cite Il. II, 42-45 and I1l, VI, 497-99.)
The origin of the Greek idea of Zeus, then, is not to be found

in this period. Ve must zo back far beyond Homer to do so,
one which linguistic and literary evidence seems to corroborate,

is that the idsa of Zeus originated from a2 most primitive wor-

ship of the sky, which was seen as a living being with absolute

Study ig Ancient Religioms

‘When those who first used the word Zeb¢ went out into the
world and looked abroad, . they found themselves over-arched
by the blue snd brilliant sky, a2 luminous Something fraught
with incalculable possibilities of weal o woe, It cheered
them with its steady sunshine, It scared them with its
flickering fires, It fanned their cheeks with cool breezes

and the cocast of" A51a Minor were highly 01V171zed Literary evif¢

primitive men., Their 11fe styles are the result of a long develf

A common speculation among historians of Greek religion, v .| .
. : A

power over man's well-being. Arthur Cook presents an admirable | .

exposition and defense of this position in his work Zeus: A .. ~*

, ' 1,
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or set all knees a-tremble with réx}erberating thunder: It

mystified them with its birds winging their way in ominous

silence or tallflng secrets in an unknown tongue. It para-
ded before man's eyes a splendid succession of celestial

. phenomena, and underwent for all to see the daily miracle
of derkness and dawm, Inevztably, perhaps instinctively,
they would regard it with awe -- that primitive blend of
religious i‘eellngs -- and,would go on to conciliate 1t by
em’y‘ means in their power,

The fact that the neme "Zeb¢ " is derived from the Indo-.
European root di, meaning "to shine', .lends credence to this
argument, The existence of a whole series of related words in
Indo-European languages meaning "day' or "sky" further streng-
thens this position. These words include the Greek EvBrog ("at
mid-day"); ebdle ("clear sky"); the Latin sub divo ("under the
open sky"); dies ("day"); Welsh diw ("day"); Breton dez ( "‘da-yr’-'-);
Cornish det ("day"); Irish indiu ("today"); Gothic sin-teins
(”dally“), Lithuanian-diena (”day" T Slavonlc dini, (“day”)’
Albanian d::..ta , ("day"); Armeéenian t:Lv, ("day"), .and 01d Indian
diva, ("on the day™); divam ("day, sky"),%_ Furthermore, - from
the adjective EvBio¢ are derived the verbé év&t'&mw A{"to take g
mid-day nap"), &vidv ("to 1live in the open air"), and &vSiobv ,
("to grow up in the open air"), “EvBio¢ itself is probably re-
¥ated to &v AN  in the same way as Ewvbyiog is :_c;el'ated to "&v
voutf or &véiog to &V WMl |  Therefore, £vSiog probably origin-

"in the Zeus" or "in the bright sky", then passing

tl}-r'

ally meant
1nto the sense' in broad dayllgnt” or "at mid- day

Closely akin to the noun Zeb¢ is the adjective 8og ,V which
properly means ”belonging;, to Zeus".' In the tragedians it bears

this meaning, e.g. BoGhevpa pdv > Atov, ‘Hpafotov 8t yeip, | I




(Prometheus Bound) 619); &v&omua Afov nar&bg (Ion 11hly). But in

Homer, why does it mean "bright or Mglorious™ without necessarily
eny restriction to a property of a personal ZeﬁS?S xCooﬁﬁglaims
Lhat the reason the word bore this:mdfe_genefal msaningginsﬁg@g?
is-that it was forﬁed bsfore Zeus became & personal god; he was
55111 the Zeaé, the vadianﬁ sky with an impersonal life of its

owﬁ. At first, 6&lo¢ meant “belOﬁalng 40 the bright sky";

a ves-
Ibige of tHis: primary meaning is still_to be fognd in the frequent
‘%Iome"fic phrases alefpog &x 8fng  (Il. XVI, 365; ef. Od. XIX, 54h0)
anc;i g Gre 8Te gaviyy (I1. mv,'-m?;_cf. I1. IX, 240, 662; XI,
7233 XVIII, 2553 0od, IX, 151, 306, 4363 XI, 3755 XII, 7; XVI,
368 ﬁIX,ng, 3h2), AThe tran81tlon in mesning from brightness
i) Qlorﬁ or splendor in general is not hard to follow, -Thén;' 
Mhen Zeus ceme to be 00051dered ‘2 wersonal sky-god, the uay was
»onen for 8&to¢ to take on the more ?estrlcted meaning "0¢ the god
Zeus™ ,6' 7 i
In his Histofy, Herodotus describes a cult of the sky;which
the Persians practiced. Thé similaritﬁ“bétﬁeen what he describej
| éﬂdrthevsky—worship we have postulated is striking:

Epoag &8 of&a vbuotol 10to?at66 xpemusvoug, dy&@pata piv xal wode wal
- Baypodg obx & ey vbup notevuévoug iépﬁscem, Ok xal Totur notelor papfny

Eni1pépouot ,. mg p&v guol -Boxéerv, 011 cbn &vBpwnogvéag evbpiaay todg Oe-

obg-wazh.-nep-ol. "EMnves.eivare of 68 voufrovor Ast udv &nl td byridbra~-
Ta THY Opéwv avqﬂaivovteg Guofag spﬁatv,' xbv xﬁnXov névta tol obpavol

Afa waldoviecs O60voL! B Wkl e wdl FENAY ndﬁ wal et Wl $6ats
" wal - hviuotct. ‘tobToral., ng ﬁh 9600@; 4101 votas éggﬁeav, Jﬁluepaeﬁxacl

5& xal tﬁ panﬁ7 GGSLv, napa*rs Aﬂcvpimvfuaeévrsg 1 Apaﬁimv...

H

I know that the Pe”SlanS follow tqese customs. It is. not
their way to make and setiup stanues temples, or mltars,
On the oontrary; they consligder tnose who do so to be; feols,
since, as it ssems to me, theg do not_regard the i ods as.”

v

'

'be1ng human in form, in distinction to the Gr@ek 1dea It
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is their pra0ulce to go up to the highest neaks of the
mountains to ofrler sacrlflce to Zeus, by which name they
4al1l the whole orb of the sky. It is their practice to
offer sacrifice to bthe sun, to the moom, the earth, to 77 :-
fire ‘and water and the winds, To these alone have they
sacrificed from the beginning; they have now learned to
- sacrifice to the Heavenly Woman, This practice was. ac-
oulrad from the Assyrians and the Arabs, a

It is generally assumed that He?odotys calls thevsupreme

| féréiah.deity "Zeus"ﬁsheerly out of habit‘ But'iﬁhﬁsmpbééibie

that in his travels, he heard in. Pef51a a name for. the sky god

SO s*mllar to "Zeus" that he: thought Zeus to be the actual name

of the Persian sky god. It is, in fact, most probable that the

Persians worshipped the sky under the name of Dgaus«g

- o~

Homer's mannef'of referring to meﬁeorological phenomena
provides further argunent for the hymoﬁhesistthatAthe'Gréeks
ovlvlnallv called the whole arc of tha heavens '"Zeus'", ~Homer
rarely uses the impersonal "It snows" or "It ralns“;.mOSU fre-
quenﬁly he says "Zeus snows”‘or "Zeus rgins'. Several examples
follow: -

...ote v’ Gpeto unrieta Zedg

-v;weusv, &vepmn01ct ntmauouéuavog T4 & wHhar
xonpnon; &8 &véjovg- xss: suns&ov, owparxaloWn
MMy dpéwv xopuplc xal mphovag . dupovg

~ ,,.when Zeus the counselor bestirs himself to snow show-.
‘ing his darts to men, Having hushed the winds, he pours
forth snow steadllv, until he has hidden the peaks of the
highest mountains and uhe lofty c11f¢s. (Il XII, 279-82)

mg 5 01 av acrpanwn néctg Hpng ﬁdxéuo:o,
Tsuxmv A noidy oquov aeécmcrov He xiiaZav
A vigetdve..

Just as when the lord of Hera of the Tfalr, tfeuses lightens{ .
making much terrifying rain, or hail, or snow... (Il. X,

5-7)

-




oo obE 8 Hpa Zede
Ol)va'xeg... ]

Zeus .rained continuously... (Il. XII, 25 f. )

It remains for us how to<trace'the.transition from Zeus .1

PR, —

lzs theAbrighﬁ éky to Zeus as a‘persona; god,. Anthr0pomorbhlsm
ad its starting point in animism,’ Anlmlsm is that manner of
conceiving of the gods which models thelr inner nature after that

10

of man, Animism arbse~ when primitive man perceived a matural

phenomenon, which either by its rarity or by its connegtipn to

his own interests, struck: his mind very st trongly. Knowing no
o DOSuulaﬁe a person who, by an exewcise of his will,  caused - -
the phenomenon to occur, Besides assuming that all natural Dheu
nﬁﬁena ére cauvsed by some human-like will; primitive'man élso
agsumed that frequently»recurring.effects.are to be attributed
tb fhéwsame living and volitional prbduders.‘ Man then éamé; to
attﬁlbute human passions, de31gns, instincts, and in@linaﬁions

. )
£ them in thelv capacity of exercising eff90u1ve~powéf; These
g@ds then became obgects of wonder and admiration; 16vé“0r?fear
méré?éccoﬁdéd‘them,;de?eﬁding;oanhétherﬁtheir-opeﬁaﬁioﬁs;were
;béneficial or harmful. Man Ffelt especially compelled to win the
fﬁvbr'and avert the potential hostilify of the great“ﬁétuﬁél
forces (e.g., the-suhg the skyly waﬁers, etec.). Likening these
pbﬁérs to his earthly masters, he éssayedAto invoke theiffﬁro~

tection by thanking them for,$heif‘past'bénefadtions and by beg-

G

ing their‘forgiveness when he feared he might have offended
- l 1 . ’ h .

movement that is not caused by will power, primitive man tended.i -

thém,




Objects of nature worship were multiplied almost ad iéﬁi»I
itum, Worests, waters, ehd fields were full of them.“ABut brif
mitive man also éame to understand that hlS welfare was’ depén=
dent on thlngs othe“ than sense objects, Illness woulduselze‘ﬁ
Nim -- then denart Game would become scarce -=-- then plentiful,
His emotlons would cause him to do things Wthh he otherwise
would not &6,12 | ) ‘ ‘ ‘ -

Two other developments further refined the Greek ideé of
ﬁha‘gods. Once primitive.thought had endowed the gods with - ...g._
Fuman—like wills and emotions, it was;egsy‘to attribute human
form to tbem élso, (Some.suggest that the developmeﬁt of the
pléstic a%t&jplayed a significant role in the atﬁribution of
human form”to the gods.lB) This, of coufSe; waé a slow process,
Jonly when;ﬁan's culture had aévanced to that stage where he couléf
take prid% in his manner of 1ife—~'oﬁly when he had progressed
past the étatm of iiving in semi starvation could he imagine the.
zods to be similar to himself, 1 The. g:edual development OL‘culw'
ture also bﬂouwbt about the drawing of a dlstlnctlon betwsen man
and the anlmals; man is set above the anlmals, and 1t becomes rey
-nugnant for men to V1suallze the gods in anxmal fonm. Wﬁen‘this
stage is feachedb anthﬂonomornnlsm either comes to the fore, or
lelse, as haobened in Egypt and Indla, it blends with the concepT
tion of the pods in animal and otner shapes. Anthropomorphlsm'

then is Parblally external ---in its manner of visualizing the

gods -- and partly inbernal -- in its conception of the gods'

psychology and history.ls
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The other important refinement in the Greek iéea of’ the
Jgods was the separation of divine spirits from the objects of
inature worship., Instead of worshipping volitionel and conscious
bodies of nature, man came Ho worship spirits and gods whose ha-
fpitation is confined to a natursl object, which they supvosedly
jused as their instruments, Thus the identification beﬁween the
Fgod and the externsl object was destroyed; they were then rela-
ted as Tenant and abode,‘bThe‘géd becomes mors independent of
tthe destiny of the object; his sphere of operstions is no long-
er confined to 1it, but he obtains an allowance of free action,

Several vsrses of the fifth Homeric Hymn, which is dedicateq

o s . -
to Aphrodite are very important in regard to this separation of

god and natural object: 4

wov uév, &nhyv 67 npdtov Féy odoc ferloio,

Nbppas pev 8pédovorv dpeoxdot Babbuoinot,

al 1666 varetdovorv Bpog péya te Z&Oedv Tee

al p° ofre Ovmrote ott’ “abavirorot v Enovrat .

Empdv ukv Yhovos xal duppotov eibap E6ovai

xal te per’ &Bavirortor waldv yopdv Eppdoavro.

Hior &8 Zesdnvol nal Eboxonog ’Apyeipdving

plovovt’ Ev oiddrnos poxd onelwv ‘Epokvrovs.

o & &’ A E\dtar A Spbec dyindpnvor

yetvouéwor v Eppoav Ent ylowi Bwrtiavelpy,

rakai, TnAebbovoar, &v obpeaty dymoTorv,

gotds’ Hripavor, tepbvn 88 & wixMionovary

?eagémwv~ 14 8" of T Bporoi xelpouot o1 Bfipge

aAN""gve xev &% pofpa napeotfuy Savéroio,

aztvetar pdv npldtov &nt yoowl Sévépea ®xa\g,

ehotde &’ “ugineptedivboes, nintovor 6" n® 8o,

Bv &€ @' buol Yuxh Aefner ghog herforo,
As Tor the child, when he shell first see the light of the
sun, the buxom, mountain-bred Nymphs who dwell on this greaﬁ
and holy mountain shall nourish . him, They are ranked neithe
among the mortals or the immortals; indeed, they live long
and eat the food of the gods;:-and.tread the beiutiful dance
among the immortals, The Sileni: &nd the sharp-sighved slayes
of Argus lie with them in love deep inside pleasant caverns,
At their birth vines or high-crowned osks spring from the
earth that nourishes man, beautiful, flourishing on the
hiphest movntains, They stand on the




heights, and are called the groves 01 the gods, and no
mortal hews them down w1tn his iron axe, But when the . o
fate of death has drawn near, first the beautiful trees
wither up in their earihy thelr bark rots, their branches
fall off, and the spirit’ of both-leaves the light of the

~ sun at the same time,l7 .

From this hymn, Gomperz draws tbe conclu31on that there
nwas a tlme when the twee 1tself was worshlmred and pePGOnlfled
r"l’u—;‘n came | 2 nerlod when tne snlflt of the tree s 11fe wag»regar-
ded as a separate being, but_one whose;deétiny waélstillmbound
kel with tﬁat of theftreeg~ Finélly; théAﬁéihgeof the‘spi?it'and

pe seen as an 1ndestrucu1bie b81ng hoverln@ over tﬂe ObJGCt 0¢

18

'lts care,
Pistinguish between a netursl object and the god comnécted with
itff 0né»éxamp1é bﬁ‘this is'the-lédkuofndistiﬁction betwegﬁ the
ééographiéal dmeavde 'an'd-the god "Sxeavd¢ . In fact, in Ili XIV,
.313_-' Hera says: o;xmuo:t npde &ia Bc@uppéou Rxsavo'i‘o . (If T
  >hou1d depavt fO“ the house of deep-flOW1ng leanos.) ‘There is
o 11t ble dlstlnctlon, “in- othe” wo”ds, between vod and body of
ater, that thé god can be given the eomthet "deep~flow1ng ,
iihlch of course is promerly apblled only to the weowraphlc amea-
vébe, Aﬂaln in Il KXIL, Xantbus is both a r*ver,'and a river- -
“god, a2t the same- tlme

After Zeus had come to. be seen in anthropomofnhlc terms, he
fras fur thev delineated 1nHomevlc tvnns as one who possessed rul-
1ng power si imilar. to that of the Homerlo nobles. In the Iliad,

we Plnd that, like Aoamemnon, Zeus’ ruled over a troop of w11ful

L9 Pt
e

g 1

that of the tree were’ "ombletely seve%ed and the spirit came’ to

Even in Homer, we stlll find thls annwant 1allure tc3
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and réfractovy vagsals, each of whom is mursuin@*his own dee ;.

e

signs, The feudal plcture 1s oomnleze& b; the cosmogonlc 16§~“~€
epd which descvlbes Zeus as sharlng the rule of the unﬂverse
Zeus! @Orthﬂ is the heavsns and the clouds, but by’ vlght of hl.f
birth, he rules over~a11. Zeus must ooca51onally resort'to v;o-
lenceuand threats to make theVﬁods c&nfofm to hiévwiTlg he must;’
howevar show regard for. the WLShBS of the other gods. He ofs f
ten does so with an 111 concelved reluctance. e »
The divine communltv is almost a carbon copy of the s001e-
ty of Homerlc.nobles, The seat of the gods is an. acronolls,
Olymous. (Il. I, 22 1 r., 605 608) - On 1ts sumnlt Zeus summons
the council of the zods, (I1. VIII, 2-3) The c1ty of the gods
lies thers, but all its;buiiqings'are-outsnone by Zeus‘ palace.
The citﬁ ié surfounded by a wall; its gates, guardedAby'thé‘ﬁ :
Horai, open of their own éccoré .(il v, T&Q'ff ). The house-
holds oP the gods are filled Wluh sefvants' tho Horeai, Iris (Il
171, ?86 and pa881m) Delmos (Il" Iv, uhO) Phobes (I1. IV AQO;
XI, 373 XIII, 299; XV, _19), Hebe (I1. IV 2: V, 722, 905)
Themis. (I1l, XV, 8%, 93; XX, u), and pheyphyslclan Pason, ,(;l.
v, L01,. 899). - | |
Life smong the gods wasllike that §f some roya1 couPt
whefeﬂdpnstant'eﬁtertaining'ﬁoék place, We need not be too °
critical of this idéa of the blessedness of fhe goﬁs; centuries

later, it was no more.refined.l8

k]

Tn thig chapber, we Fi%st shcwéd that it appears most like
Pr ;

1y that Zeus was flrgt a name for the br1rht sky which man came|.

I
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to uorshmn when he sensed the benefits and the uoes ‘that the
sky brought hlﬁ. Qur ev1dence for this was chiefly etymologi~
cal, but also partly from internal evidence in the Iliad, We
then proceeded to show the transition from Zeus ooncelved of as
the sky to the anthr0pomorphlc idea of Zeus. We noted that a
péfsonal will power was generally éttributed to'natural phen@a
ﬁéﬁa°‘that'is, in primitive man's mind;‘the‘phenémenbh*ﬁappened
because it wanted to ban en, The phenomena were theh"éoﬁceived
or as being moved to act by humanullks emotions aﬁd 1ncllna~ﬂuw
tions, Eaﬁ then felt comnelled to win the favor of the'ﬁreat
natural forces, JuSt as he would attempt to win the lavo“ of
his‘earthly masters Three further developm@rts refﬁnad the
Gresk idea of the gods: the first belng the ﬂealvzatlon that
man's welfare depended on thlngs other than sense obgects, the
second being bhe v1suallzatlon of the gods as oossessmngAhuman
form; the third belng the abstraotlon of the divine spirit from
the object of nature which 1t was Fformerly identified w1th By
Homer's time Zeus end the- gods were V1ewed as 1¢v1ng after the
mgnner-o; the contempowarg Gﬂeek nobllltv,

Chapter II will more fully consider Homer's viewfonZeus

¢

as it 1s exemplified in the Iliad,




11

Chapter ITl:
The Role of Zeus in the Iliad

Wnen one reads the Tliad, one is struck by an extreme lack
of clarity in the Homeric miﬁd as to. the precise nature ol Zeus,
We will make no effbrt to éeconcile Homer!'s contradictory state-
mwnfs,on Zeus,'but’will only strive to point out the varying .
ideas of Zeus which occur in the Iliad,

In most cosmogonies, the pair 'Omﬁmég Vand'FaTm are central,
phey are sesn as phe primal elemenits which united and gave rise |
o all creation; From this marriage, the legend sayé; ﬁhefe g;'A
spréng éll manner of daimons and supsrnatural beings, the most
important of whom were thevTiténs. Wearied with incessant 9hild—
bearing, Gaia_connivéd'with Eronos, hér.youngest sqnl, that he
hight castrate Ouranos.2 This he did, and subsequently married
his sister Rhea, who bore him Hestia, Demeter, Hsra, Péseiaon,
ind Zeus.--Kronos swallowed all the males except Zeﬁs, for whom
Rhea had, on her parents! advice substituted a large sténe
Wrapped in swaddling .clothes, TLater Gaia caused Kronos to vomiﬁ
1p‘a11'those he héd_swallowed;u A violent battle ensUed; Kronos
128 defeated, and Zeus became_thé supreme god, Aocbrding to .
Rose, this story is so unlike normal Greek mythology that iﬁvggﬁg
fe pre-Hellenic.B; This hypothesis of Kronos as a pre—Héllenic

pod is strengthened by what we know of his cult, It was an

»
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'open-air méuntain cﬁltg wq1ch whows taat it was ext?emely an- .
Vcienfwg The'possibility of human sac crifice hqv1nv been offered
to Kronos is another‘inéicatioﬂ of the an01entness of his cult 5
Thg factlthat the Qulé was pfaéticed<in SO many locallt;es%and

that these localities are connected in no way with the historica%

dxsnevsal of the Creek races 1eaves us w1th uh@ hypothesis that
Lro&os wes orig a11§ the supreme6 god of therbre Grbek raceé
end that his worship~was retained in various places in a very
siﬁple form.:;The fact that’thére is no suitable éfeek root fofh
the name " Kpbvog" tends to strengthen thi‘s'hyrpét};‘e_sis.. -“Kpévog" is
'p¢§bably a Eallenization of -the pre-Greek vod's ‘name 7 The le=-:
geﬁd of Zeﬁs‘ descent:from Kronos.cap probably be beut eXﬂlalned;
las 2 resultAdf évolution in thé history of réligion. A ComPfO“V
lnise was made betwsen the cults of the new. and old gods. .Kronps
[7as overcome by hlS son, but not enulﬁely dlSDlaCed

There Ws a theory ‘that prowm is derived etvmolOulcally
from xpbvo¢ ", whlch is most 11k613 false, - Flrst of all its
orlglnator be@an with the pre- coacelved alm of proving the esseﬁ-
tially monotheistic nature of Greek 1"8118“10--. Zede Kp(iwtlcov‘ | sup-
posedly_mEant ”Zeusg sdn‘of Time,” which signified ﬁhat'Zeus'was
originally the'onewhigh godhéad. Kronos és.a Separate god was
Sg@posedly a later‘absﬁraction; What.wsAhave stgted above:about

the ancientness of the cult of Kronos tends te vitiate this hy-

pothesis, 9 Moreover‘ it is uniikely thet the mere miﬂundersﬁand-

oo

1ng of a WO“& would glve rigs to suoh an exten swve oody of 1even(

'concern;ng the soashlp of Zeus.lg
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- Homer generally ascribes the parentagé of Zeus to Kronos
land Rhea, (For examples of this, see Il, IV, 59; V, 72%; VIIL,
383; iIV,'lQQ,VEMB; XV, 187.) But on other occasions, Homer
‘traces'ﬁhe‘descent‘of the. gods from Ckeanos, as in Il. X1iv, 301-
302

Epxonat dyouévn nolvebpBov nefpata yalng,
"Queavdy Te, Bedv 9Eveoiv, ual unrépa TnRbY,

T am setting forth to visit the ends of earth, the nourish-

er of many, and Okesnos, from whom the gods spring, end
nother Tethys,...

Il, XV, 18l;-206 states that the rule of the universe was .
divided by lot between Zeus, Possidon, and Hades. Bubt Zsus has

certain rights as first-born, and thess ars protected by the

11
Erinyes, the avenging deities who guard the moral order:

Tﬁv~6é'ﬂéy’i6g6ﬁ0agﬁnpoé%@hiik0%§giE?&bdfxatog'
»% nbnot, H b’ &yabbe mep Ebv bnépomlov Eeinev, -
el p" dubtipov E6vra Bln déxovra uabéEer s ‘
wpete o T Ex Kpbvouv efudv &sehgeof, olc téueto ‘Péa,
Zedg xal &vd, tplravoc & ’AVENC, &vépoioiv &véogwv.
Tpix0a 68 navia S86acrar, Exadtog 6 Euudpe Tipfge
M Tol &yl Elayov nohihy d\a vardpev alel’
nalhopéwov, 'AT8ne 8" ENaxe Zbpov Hespbevia,
Zedg 8° Ehay’ obpavdv ebpdy &v al6épt nal veofipoie
yata 8 Eti Evvh ndvrav xal poipde “O\vinog .
@ pa wal of T Arde Bopmr gpeofv, &XAE Exnhog
xal wpavepd nep EdV:pe VET Toa Ty &V pofie.
xepol 68 pf 11 pe nbyyv xaxdv &g Seib1ootobne
Buyatépeaol v vhp e xal vikor Bértepov eim
Exnbyhoig Enéeoaiv Eviactucv, odg Téxev. abrbe,
of tBev brpbvovrog dxoboovrar wal Avywn.”
Tov: 8" Huefpet’ €neita nobAveor dxéa ?Ipug'
Yol vip &M Tol, ydifioxe xvavoxaiwmy,
Tov6e 0épw Ml ubbov &ndéa Te wpatepdviTe,
ﬁ;ft uetaotpé¥ete; otpental v Te ppdved EOABV.
0la0” &g npeofurbporciy ‘Epivbee alty &movrar J?

v 8" avte mpoofeine Mooet 8wy &voolybuve -
¥"Ipt @ct, udha volvo Enog watd poipav Eeynege

-

Greatly troubled, the rsnowned lord of earthquak§s il.e:
Poseidon] addressed her: "Oh wde, mighty though he is, he
has spoken arrogantly, if he will restrain me by force when
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I am unwilling, I who am his equal in honor, For we were
three brothers born of Kronos, three whom Rhea gave birth -
to: Zeus, myself, and Hades, lord of those who dwell beneath
the earth. And all things have besn divided into three-
shares, and each holds his own share, I received the grey
sea to dwell in forever when the lots were shaken, Hades re-
ceived the murky gloom, and Zeus received the broad heavens,
among the aether and the clouds, Earth and great Olympus _
are yet the common right of all, Therefore, I will not 1livg
in accord with his word, but untroubled let him Pemain in
_his third shars, more powerful though he may be. But by no
means let him try to fﬂlghten me. by the strength of his : -
hands, as if I were a coward. It would be better for him tg
renroach his daughters and sons with v1olent words, . tnose
hom he begot--they will obey his commands," Then wind-"
footed. swift Iris answered him, "0 dark-haired earth--
enfolder, am.I then to bear this unylelding snd harsh mes-
sage to Zeu33 or will you:.turn back your mind? For the
hearts of the good can be turned. You know that the Zrinyes
are ever at the service of the eldsr-born. Then Poseidon,
lord of the earthquake, ansWered her, ”ﬁoddess Iris, . you
- have spoken. this word full rightlv...."

-

In El; IX,‘457, H0her speaks of a.curse being fulfilled by
Zs_%g e wataxbbviog xaiv gnatvh Hapcw'éﬁrez‘ct. . _This instance of Zeus
béihg r@ferred tb as the god of the underworld is gnique in How-
'lmer.lz It isvpossible‘that.Hades was ofigiﬁaliy.a‘séécialized:
fofm'of Zéus, the lord of the wholé universé. Indeed, it is very
likely that,Poseidbn,was originally Zéus seen undsr a different
aspect, Cook argues thet the Greeks held Zeﬁs to'be present in
lthe rains that feli Trom the skﬁ, and hence also in the rivers
end the séa.‘ He argues for the derivation of the nqﬁe ﬁo'créi&&mv
from f@?ig (1ard)'and ﬁ&v.‘A&V'is‘Bbeotian for 'Zéb¢ ; Boeotia was
|one of the oldest and moét‘impqréaﬁt centers of the cult of Po-

seidon. -The name "Poseidon" then would simply mean "Lord .- |
o 13 '

As ruler of the universe by right of his birth, Zeus is pic-

Zeus

tured as the all-powerfu1~gpd, against wham‘the other Oljmpians
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sannot prevail, I, VIII, 1-27 illustrates this:

"Hoe udv wpowbnenhog Exfdvato nidav &n’ alav, -
Zebe 58 0edv ayophv noifioaro Tsfnixépavvoc
ﬁmqgwéﬁrgxogu¢ﬁ§nonﬁéspﬁﬁbg&0$X6hnomna'

abtde 6€ oo’ &ybpeve, Beol 5 tnd nbvrec:  dnovov.,
PwExhvté pev, ndvrec te Oeol ndvai Te Ofaivar,
8op’ einw T pe Bupde Evl otfifeoor weleber,
pfrte Tig obv 6feta Oedg td ve ufyve Tig. Hponv
netpdte S1axépoar dudv Enog, AN Hua M&vree
alvet’, - 8poa Thyiova Tedevthow ©45e Epya.

8v &" v Eydv &nbvevle Bedsv £06Novra vofow
ENBEVT’ 1} Todeoorv &pmyépev # Aavaotor,”

minyele ob xatd wdopov Erebostar OBhoundvses

B ury Exdv pive &¢ Téprtapov hepbe vra,

Thhe pwa\’, mxt B&OroTov bnd yOovég EoTi BépecOpov,
Evéa o18fpetal Te nbhar wal y&dweog obsbe,
tbooov Evepd”® ’ATSew Boov obpavée ot’“ &nd yafnge
Yuéoet’igneré’ﬁécovaéjntfeé&ygk&prtotqgﬁhﬁ&vmnv.
el 8" &ye nespficasbe, 6eof, Pva efdsts NavTeg . -
oe1ptv ypvoeiny EE obpavbbev wpepboavrec

nivreg ' EEhnteobe Ocol nfcal T O&ar vase

G : 6bw "By Epboatt’  BE obpaivbbev nedlovse

Zfjy’ “Bnavov pfiotwp’, 068" e plla moAk wéuorte.
@\ Bte 8 xal &vd npbopwv E6ENout Epbooat ,
abtfi xev vafy tpboarn’ abrff te 8aldootje

getphv pév xev Enetta nept pfov Obbumnoio
Snoafuny, T4 868 %' adre pethopa névre vévoiTo,
tbooov Evh nepl ©° elptoBedv nepl ©° efp’ &vlpdnov.”

Now saffron-robed Dawn was spreading across all the earth,
and Zeus, the hurlsr of the thunderbolt, called an assembly
of the @bds on the highest peak of many-bouldered Olympus,
He himself addressed them, and all the gods listened to his
words: "Hear me, all you gods and goddesses, sc -that I may
speek what my spirit in my breast bids me. Let no god or
goddess attempt to thwart my words but all ye assent to it
at once, so thet I might fulfill this work most gquickly,
Whomever of the gmods I shall nerceive willing to go to aid
the Trojans or Gfeeksg beaten in no way fitting a god shgll
he return to Olympus, or else I will take him and hurl hin
‘into gloomy Tartarus, far, far,. of'f, where the deepesthgulf
beneath the earth is, with its iron gates and bronze thresh-o
0ld, as far besneath Hades as heaven is above earth, and he
will know by how far I am the mightiest of all the gods,
But come, try me, ve gods, thaet vou may all know, Hang a
golden rope down from heaven, and all you zods and Bcddesses
take hold of it, You would never drag Zeus, the @gunsgllor
most high. from heavsen to earth, even if you labored nighb-
ily, But if I should draw with a will, then I wppld draw
you up with the earth snd ses2 as well, I would fhen bind
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- the rope about the vpezk of Olympus, and all things would be
henging in space, By so much am I above gods and men,'

An actual occesion of a god belng punished by Zeus 1s men~
tioned in I1, XV, ¥8-2l.. when Zsus recalls the punishment he
meted out to Hera when she drove Heracles off nhis homeward

course:

B ob pluwy Ste ©° Awupbuw bybOev, &x St mobofiv
 Hwovag Txe 56w, nepl yspol 8% Seoudv imia

xobosov Appetovs ob 6 &v aifdpr wal vepéiyorv
Enpépwe Hrdorsov 68 Beol wnatd paxpdv "Olvunov,
Aoar 8" obw é56vavro napaorabbve 8v 5% Mafoips
pintaonov Tetaybv and Briol, Sep’ &v Twrmrar
YAV OALYTMEREDVaens

Or do you not remember how vou were once suspended from on
high, with two anvils hanging from your feet, and how I
bound vour hands with unbreakable golden chains? And you
-were hanging amid the aether and the clouds., The gods were
raging imvotently throughout great Olympus, but they could
not draw =near and loocse you, But whomever I caught, I woulg
seize and hurl from the threshold of Olympus, so that he
would fall to sarth with hardly the strengbth to move,...

In other vassages, Zeus! power seems to be quite limited,.
The mods often unbraid Zeus for the stands he has talten, Zeus
-even seems To feér the scoldings of Hera, hig wife, as E;. i,
517-23 ghows. It is addressed to Thetis, and takes place after
Zeus had promissd her that he would do honor to Ashilles to
avenge the insult of Agamemnon;

Tﬁv 88 uéy’ dybfoac npocbom vepernyepéta Zebge

”n &h hofyia gpy’ 3 té 1’ &xfoSonfical Egfioetg

“Hpm, 61" av 1’ &pébmoiv bvertdelotg &nfeoorv,

h 68 wal abrwg p’ alel &v &Bavaroror Beotor

veiuel, xal ©é& pé _grios payn Tpdeoosv dpfyeiv.

DAY od pEv vy adrtig andotiye, wh T vofjoy

”HpT}’ oo .
Then, greatly troubled, Zeus, the cloud-gatherer, spoke to
: "This will truly be baneful work since, vou will bid me
incur the smmity of Hera, for she will taunt me with re-
111

-

e

ng words, And even if I had not done so, she always - .
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reproaches me smong the immortal gods, znd:rsays that I am
nelping the Trojans in battle., Bub go back agaln, lest
Hera find out anything.... S

‘ . s . . craan 4 : 2 R
Wor does Zeus exsrciss Full control over the actions of uh?

lother zods. His orders are continually defied, as, for example

Zede puév pa Todeoor xal “Exropt Bobreto viuny,
wodaf vov ° Ayt Mia nddag Tayxbve obbe T1 ndunav’
ABere Nadv 6AEoBar " Ayariudv "INi86s npb,

oA\& Bétiv x66a1ve wal viéa uapreTdbuuov,

" Bpyefovg B MooeiSbwv dpbbuve peterbhv,
AG6py breEavabde nokific aldee fixbeto vho pa
Towolv Sauvauévovg, A1l 88 wpatepdlc &vepéooa.
A u&v dupotépoioty dudv yévog H5’ {a n&ron,
&G Zede npbdrepog vevbves wal miefova fiEn.
T pa wal Guoadliny udv aleZéuevar dréerve,
A\&6pn 8’ aliv Eveipe wnath orparbv, &vSpl Eoridbe.

Now Zeus wished victory for the Trojans and Hector, in or-
der to give glory to Achilles, swift of foot, Bubt he did
not wish the whole Achaean people to perish before Trpy,
but he gave glory to Thetis and her stout-hearted son, But
Poseidon went among the Argives and urged them on, rising
secretly out of the grev sea, It grieved him that the -
Greeks were being overnowered by the Trojans, and he was
powsrfully engry with Zsus, For both were.of the same race
end one parenbsge, but Zeus came to be first and he was ale
so wiser, Therefore. he shrank from giving open aid, but
contianually went among the troops, in the form of a man,
uwrging them on, ‘

Moreover, 1t is only with difficulty tThat Zeus can imvose his
will on the other gods, as Il, XV, 222-28 shows:

&M udv vép tor yarfioxos Evvoolydiog

oixetat ei¢ dha 6Tav, Alevdpevog xbhov alndy -
ﬁ%étspov' udka vép we phyme énb8ovro wal H\hoi, "
oi mep évéptepol elot Geof, Kpdvov &uote Ebvrec.
aX\E 166" fuEv uol nokd wépSiav H5é ol abd
Enketo, 8vri nfpoie vepeoomBele bnberZe wev
xe¥pac énbg, &nel of wav &vidpwrl vye Tehéodn.

For now the earth-smbracer and lord of the earthgueke heas
gone into the bright sea avoiding our utter wrath, Many
surely would have heard of our strife, even the gods below,
who are with Xronos. But this turned out better both for
me and for him, thet before this he yielded to my hancs,
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for not without‘sweat would the matter bg settled, |
Zeus seems to have knowledge of the future, as his grophecy
of the deaths of Sarpedong Patroclus, and Hector in Il, AV, 6l~68
.pndicates, But on the other hand, the gods often trieck Zeus,

[n I, XIV, 159-360, Hera overpowers Zeus through tﬁe'charms of
love, and lures him to sleép with her on Mount Ida, so that Po=
seidon, in the meanwhile, may violate Zeus' order with impunity
bnd aid the Achaeans in battle, The god “Ynvog has also come to
‘Mourtt Ida in the form of & mountain bird, Zeus is completely ..
unaware of his presence, and is soon put in a deep slumbsr., Thus
the, connivance of the other blympians has thwarted the will of
the ruler of the universe, who is 5lissfu11y 1lving on Mount Ida
Bnvp wal @ak&ﬁﬂ1 Sauelc (conguered by love ané'sléep—- 1, LIV,
353 |

Perhaps the most telling argument which Homer delivers
lagainst the belief in an all-powerful Zeus which he cha@pions ip
other passages Lls the rebellion of the gods mentioned in l;,’ii
396-106¢

TOM&L vGp oeo matpde Evi peylporoiv i ovoa

ebyouéwne, 8t Egmoda xeharvepét Kpoviwws

ofn &v &Bavétorowv &cinéa Aotydv &ubvar,

onnére piv Zovdfoa "OAbunsos HBehov a\\os,

“Hon ©° #5% Tooet Sawv wal Mal\ke * 86fHwn,

gk&& ob tbv v’ Eneoloa, 6ech, brekbogo Seouddv,
wx’ Exatbyxeipov xaddoas’ E¢ paipdy “"Ohounov,
8v Bptépewy xarbouvat 8eol, dvBpec 68 te nhvreg
Afyarwv’s b yip adte Biy of natpde fuef wove

8¢ pa napk Koovlwys xabéZeto u66e% vafwvye

Tov nal bnébbesoav pdiapec Beol obsE ¢’ Ednoav,

Often have I heard you boasting in the Father's_hails, and
! bl
saying that you alone of ths gods warded off shameful fate

from clouvd-gathering Xronlon, when the other (Olympians )
wished to bind him up--Hera, and Poseidon, and Pellas . ™
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Athene, But when you came, goddess; you loosed him from
his bonds, and ouvckly called the hundred-handed one to
great Olympus--him whom the gods call Briareon, but all men
call Ligeion, for -he is greater in strength uh?ﬁ his father
He then sat by Kronion, exulting in his glory. The blessed
gods trembled‘bafore him, and bound not Zeus,
As chief god, Zeus commands a certain amount of reverence.
The typical formula st the beginning of-a‘praéer‘to Zeus in the

T1iad shows this:

Qg ewae , Ol & sdxovvo A&l Kpovliwve dvawrie
o6e 68 1:@ eineoxev 1Edv el¢ obpavdy ebpbve
PZeT n&tep, I&neev uesbav, xﬁsxcrs uév\cre,
Thus he spoke, and they prayed to Zeus hronloq, the king,
and men would look up to the broad hsaven and say: "Father
Zeus, ~puling from Ida, most glorious, most great.., (I1.
~ VII, 200-202)) |
I1. VI, 266-68 states the necessity of pur fication of oneself
%efore ma;inv orayer to Zeus:

xep01 5’ avinro:otv Att'xtfﬁﬁiv al€ona olvov
a&;op,av o088 ny ot nekanvedél Xpoviwwvi
atpati wal A66py nenakaypévov ebyethacbal .
I hesitate to pour a libation of sparkling wine to Zeus wit}
unwashed hands, And by no means should one pray to Kronion
when he is befouléd with blood and gore.
I1. XVI, 233-35 mentions the Selloi, a college of prophets of
Zeus who sleep on the ground and never wash their feet, These
practices indicate an especial.sanctity'éf the Selloi, since, in
their cass, religious conservatism perpetuates the barbaric pracH
: P s fa 1L
tices of a far-off past,
Very often, however, not much reverence is evident in Wor -
ship of Zeus; the cult takes the form of & crude exchange of of=

ferings for supernatural aid or powe Thisg is the case in 11,

v, L3- h? 101 £f,, 119 £f,.; X&IE 168-72; KXXII)S¢6 f., 768 rf.,

oz
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862 ff,; XXIV, 33 f£., 46=70,

The honor shown to the chief natural phenomsna, however, 1s}’
L ' . B . - N - ? .

at least equal to that given Zeus, Homer spesks of lepdv Muop

in I1, VITII, 66 and XI, 84; and of lepdv wvépag in I1, XI, 194,

209 and XVIT, LS55, According to Cunliffe's Lexicon of ths Ho-

meric Dialect, by giving Day and Dusk the epithet lepdg, Homer
nl5

is "half-personifying them as divine controlling powers
The goddsss W& is shown especial reverénce. In., Ii, VII,
279-82, the single combat between Hector and Aias is broken up

by heralds, who seem to invoke a taboo against nighttime fight-

ings vdE 8 #bn teAdOers &yabdv wal voxti mibéoGar ~ (But night
is already upon uss it is fitting to follow night's behest.-~ll.
VII, 282) TEspecially interesting is the relation between Zeus
end NWyx as shown in Il. XIV, 256-61, The god Sleep has been
lasked by Hera o lull Zeus to sleep, and he demurs, saying he @ |
put Zeus to sleep against his will once bsfore, and only narrow-

1y esceped griavous punishment:

:a.b 8" &neypbuevog yarénai ve,

pLnTilov %ath &fua Osodg, Eud & ZEoya néviwv
Zhrers wafl x€ u’ dorov &n’® aieépog EuBake nbvry,
e uh NOE Sufiterpa Bedv Eobwos xatl AvSpdve

Eﬁv Ixdunv eebywy, b 8% nadoore ywduevde NEP »
8%eto v&p uf Noxri 6off 4nobbuia EpSot .

But Zeus, when he was awakened, was sngered greatly, and
Tlung vhe gods gbout his palace., and especially sought me,
and he would have hurled me %o my destruction from heaven
inteo the sea, had not Night, who bends to her will both
zods and men, savaed me, I came to her in my flight, and
Ze

Zeus refrsined himself, in spite of his wrath, For he
feared doing anything displeasing to swift Night,

Homer himself provides no explanation for this seseming contra-

auly-t/issowa,

g

diction., According to the article under "Hyx!" in
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%as the source of all evils; this night serve as a partial clar-

ification.

Turther evidence for the high reversnce given the prinal natural

powers, The most sacred oath is not one to which Zeus is called

es in Il, XV,

flight of birds =28 a means of show1n his will to men, Two ex-

eamples Tollow,

vever, Night was looked on in ancient times as a power which

16

The form of oaths wrich men and gods use in Homer provides

N

7itness; rather, it is one sworn by Barth, Heaven, and 5tyx,

6-38:

fa)

fote viv T68e Tale wal Qbpavdg ebpde Bnepbe
xal td narerBduevov Ituvdeg Bbwp, 8¢ te péyrotog
Bpxoc Betvbrtatbe te néler pambpeoor Oeofos .

To this now be Earth my witness and the broad Heaven above,

and the dowm-flowing wabter of Styx, which is the greatest

and mos+ dread. oath of the . goas.,,.
= '}

Zeus, as god of the sky, f”eﬂbeﬂujs employs thunder and the

“Q¢ ewar erouevog, To¥ 8 Eihve untfsfa Zehco

abtina & alerdv nxe, TsXstowaxov nstsnvwv,

uépwvov enpntﬁp , Ov'xal nepuvdv xaksoucav.

ocon 8’ uWopowono 86pm GGXauono TéTONTAL

avepog a¢veuo;o, £l xknsc apapota, :

tboo’ apa:Tol sxarspesv Eoav mmepae efoato 86 oy

Gegsbg at¥ac &1a dorteogs ol 6& 18bvrec

Ynencag, xat ndorv &vt gpeci Bupdg 1a&ven.
Thus he {Priam]} spoke in prayer, and Zeus the counsellor
heard hih, At once he ssnt an eagle, the surest omen among
winged olrds_ the dark one,-the hunter, which men call the
dappled easgle, As wide as is the door of the high-roofed
treasure-chamber of a rich man, well fitted with bolts, sver
so wide did his wings spresd on this side and that, He ap-
pearsd to them on the rlﬂhu,“darting across the city. Then
they saw him, th 18y rejolced, and the hearts of all werse
gladdened in their bregsts. (I XXIV, Blh— 1)

nat Tét’ apm Kpovf&ng sket anyf&a 8vooavbesoayv
wappapénv, Iﬁnv 6¢ XGTG vepéeaat xakowev,
&owpawag 8¢ ufdha peyéx’ éxtone, Tﬁv 5 STtVGES,
vixny 6& Todegot 5f600ﬁgggg§ng§ &’ Avarabe.,
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|meaning of Gpet™h  is some sort of excellence, whether 1t be the

And then the soﬁ of Kronos toék up his gleamingAtasselled‘

aepis and hid Mount Ida in clouds, lightening and thunder-

ing violently:; he shook the aegis, giving victory fTo the :

Trojens, but putting the Achaeans %o rout.‘(ziq XVII, 593-6p

-ﬁhe sending of omens, ﬁowevefp is‘not entirely restricted

to Zeus, There is one most curious passage (Il. XI, 45), in
which Hera and Athene thunday to show honof ﬁo-Ménelaus, thus
usurping a functicﬁ pro@e?ly 5elonging’tq the SkyVEOd-

Perhaps the most cleariy stated function of Zeus in the Il-
iad is the'guardianship he exercises over the moral order, InA
fact, Zeus! protegtion of the “apet of Achilles'is central to
theAghoie ﬁheme of the gggiyg.t.This apetfi is fundam@ntal to the‘
sntire Greek way of life,

Etymologically, &oeth comes from the root’ &p , from which

are also derived the words &peidv and Hpiovog 18 The broadest

power of the gods (Il, IX,'Q98), or the spirit and speed of . |-
well-bred horses (Il. XXITI, 276, 374), In Homer, the usual
meaning for Gpethi is physical power; only rarsly does it refer

19

to spiritual or moral qualities, We must further recall that

in ancient times, human worth was judged on the basis of the -
good it did for the whole society. ’Aperff was originally an ob-
jective description of the worth of its possessor, ‘Aoeth) 1S
unique in each individual; it is that which makes him a whole - .
. " : 20
and complete man,

An essential concomitant of &petfi is honor, Among the _

primivive Gresks, honor was inseparable from merit and ability,

Honor was not the exbernsl image of a man's inner valuves, .. .. =~
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reflected in the Cfiticism of‘his felléws;  Homerié man could
estimate hiS.&pgrﬁ , which was his‘worthvto,society and his hu-
man perfection, by the opinions others held of'him,- This is why
the heroes alwéysgtraat each¢ other with such gfeat‘respect; each
man's Self-concept,Aand indeed, the whole Homeric social §ystem
is based on such respect, The great man seeks honor not #s a
paymeﬁtkfor serviées he has rsndefed; but ratherAbecause'hé o8-
pires toward what Jaegef calls "that ideal and sﬁpra—personal'

21

sphere in which alone he can have real valuel, Zeus 1is the

guerantor of this system, When Agamemnon violates it by taking

»

Briseis from Achillés, Zeus punishes the Achaeans-and gives hono;
to Achilles by giving victories to the Trojans while Achilles

doss not fight,22

A mosﬁ importent indication of the guardianship Zeus egey}w
cises’ovgritho moral order is the epithet Siotpéene  (Trom sit-apéd
mﬁm;pmeaning-“nourishéd by Zeus") constantly given to kings and
chiefs. ﬁxamples of this occur, among other places, in ;}.fl,
1765 V, h63: snd VII, 109. |

VAS defender of the social order, Zeus fulfills several othe}
funbtions, He is the guarantor of batbs, as the most:ccmmoﬁ‘HQ~
‘|meric formula for éaths showsi Spwia 88 Zede Yorm, Eplydovrog nbon¢
“%ﬂc-‘ o (Be'Zeus witness to our baths; the loud-thundering
lord of Hera. --'g;.-VII,'ullgfgg, Elﬂ X, 3293 XIK,«2S8) It is
interesting to note that the perjurer was éonsidefed to ha&e of-
fended the gods not~oply'becausé&h%¢héd célled'on théﬁffo*%iﬁnass

to'a falsehood, but also because by doing so, he brought oaths




2@ 

lin general into disrepute,

' &thene"to.move the Trdjans‘to violate the cease-fire which they

|haa swofn to uohold in I1, III, 276-301.' Zeus has pleased‘Hera

‘la mortal to break the oath, -

23

Zeus! defense of the sacredness of oaths, however, is not

without,éontradictions in Homer. In I1, IV, 6L-10L, Zeus sends

by making it necessary for the Trojans to be punished, but he

hésrhimsslf violated the moral order by ssnding Athene to tempt

On page 1li, we alluded %o I1. IX, LLS?; in which Zed¢ xata-
x0b6vice (Zeus of the underworld) fulfills a curse, In this‘pgs~
sage, the o0ld man Phoinix is telling how his father cursed him‘
for having had inﬁércourse with one of his mistresses. Zeus, in
fulfilling fhe curse; seems to b@ upholding the father's rights
in the family, and his ebsolute powser over it. | |

Zeus is shown in two other asvects as defender of the moral
order, The firgt-is his capacity as upholder of the rights of
guests avd hosts, A sslection from a'speech‘by'Menelaué, wno ... }
hes been robbsd of his wife, Helen,‘by Paris illustrétas thié:

G\Ane pdv ABne e natl afoyeoc obn:énxﬁgnéfg,
v Eud hoBAoacbe, wanal wbveg, ob6E T1 Ouuf

Znvde &pxgpeuérsw‘;xdlsﬁﬁv edefoate pfiviv
Eervliov; 8¢ € not’ Gupt Siapbépoer ndALv alnfive

And you have no lack of ability for other outrages or ine -
sults, with which you wronged me, you evil biiches, and vou

- had no fear in your heart for the grisvdus wrath of loud=-. :
thundering Zeus, the god of hospitality, who shall someday
destroy your high city. (Il. XIII, 622-25)

While Zeus sides momentarily with the Trojans because the Gpeth

of Achilles has been vioiated3 the point of the Homeric epics is

that Zeus punished the Trojans for Paris! violation of the rightd




of his host,
In I1. XVI, 38L-88, Zeus is described as punishing unjust
Jjudges:

dg 8" bnd Aafhamr ndoa welas v BEPprBe xChV
- fuat’ bnept v, 8te haBpbdratov xéer 98wp
_Zaﬁgghars“éﬁ p’ GvBpecol wuOTECCAE VOE YaAeNAVY,
oa Bin elv &'y'opﬁ oxoXtity, xphmm Oéutmag,, '
Ex 68 Slumv - ErGowoir, Gelv Gniv odx aXeYovreg

And just as the whole black earth is oppressed -banea th;a
tempsst on a day in harvest-time, when Zeus pours forth
r2in in driving torrents, whenever in anger he becomes
wrathful at men who by viclencs give crooked judgments in
the assembl¥§, and drive justice out, not considering the
watchfulness of the gods over men's affairs.-

In Il, X¥XII, 337-60, the dying Hector sesms to imply that
Achilles will be subgect to lelne vengeance 1T he ;alls to al-

1ou the buriagl vltes to be performed for Eector The only ref-

>

erence to punishment sfter death, however., is found in I1. III,
1278 f£,, where fLgamemnon refers to

eoonal of bnévepbe wxapbdvrag o
&vepénOOQ 1l voobovy &Erig u’ énfopxov dubaon

;hoever of tnem hes sworn a false oatm.,,

It is inbsresting to hote’ that according to Il. IX, 497~
512, it is vossible for the transgressor to avert the anger of
the gods tThrough prayer, 1ibations, gnd sacrifices:

oo e0TpENTOL 88 Te xal feol a&roi,

v nep wal pefZoy apstﬁ Tipf e ﬁfn TE.

xal pdv Toﬁg Bvéeaor wal eﬁxwkﬁg hyavijor

AotBf te uv;cn TE napawpwnmc avepwnos-
llocouavot, Ste xsv TAG bnepBfm nal auaptm.

xai yhp TE Avzal slor fudg xoﬁpat usyv&o;o,
xmkaf Te puogal Te napaﬁkmnag " bo8adud,

at pa Te nal petdmiod’ Amng &ksyouax xtoﬁca;.
h o Arn cesvapn Te %al apwiﬁcg, oovsxa nacag
oAy onaxnpoesst, w@avez 68 e ndodav &n’ alav

BAantovg’ &vepdnouce ai &’ siaxé_xz@g_gniggm
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8¢ 8¢ %' avﬁvm:m waf Te oreped¢ dnoefny,
kfavcvxat 5 dpa nal ye Afa Kpoviwva wioloat
% “Atrv dp” Eneofas, va Pragbets &notiom.

For even the gods themselves are open to reason, although
theirs is the grester excellence and honor and might. Men
offer up suppllc tions and win them over by sacrifices, and
provitiating prayers, whéneVOr anyone transgresses and -’
sins, Tor Pravers are the daughters of grest Zeus, lams,
wrinkled, and looking sbout furtively. They are ever con-
cerned with following bshind, after the Tempter., But the
Tempter is mighty and swift of foot and therefore far out-
strips them a2ll, going béfors them, making men fall, But
Prayers then b“"ng wemeay. “ low whosver regards the daueh—
ters of Zsus when they draw nesr, they give him aid and °
hear him when he pravs, But whoever spurns them and stern=
1y refuses them, they leave him and pray to Zeus Kronion
that the Tempter may follow him and trip him up to meke him
nay the penalty,

To summarize the relation between Zeus argd the moral crder,l
We ig &t say thst the offenses which excite divine vengeance are
the very ones for which = simple society can ofTer no. adeguate
remedy: neglect of the Qead, injuries té cnels guest'or host,
and the perversion of justice. In other words, religion enters

those areas of morality which custom cannot adeguately enforce,

=
]

the main, Homer's morality is based on socizl sanctions
or men's feeling of right and decency: that is, on aléde and vé-
Leagtg, Ei&ég is primerily a feeling of rsstraint, Tt enjoins
respéot and courtesy for elders and supseriors, kindliness to in-
feriors, humaneness toward a vanguished foe, and loyalty and
courage in battle, Néueorg 1is a feeling of'disapmroval in the
minds of others: rei forcing or engendering alébe , it restrains
one from any uvnworthy or extravagant actioa. Often, vBueoi¢ is

expressed by the common man in such phrasss as: 6éutg == ob 8fuig;




*GAOY =~ ob uakdv; Bixatov —— ob 8fxaitov; d¢ &nierxég -~ obdt Hoixe, ob

watd wdopov,

In this ohépter, we héve~attempted to sgrvey.the i@ea oft I
Zeus presented in the Iliad., We found an unclear idea of the
geneslogy of Zeus, since Homer sometimes traces Zeus"deégegt
from Kronos and Rhea, and sometimes from ‘keanos.and Tethys, Ue
showed the likelihood of Kronos having been the chisf god of the
pre~Hellenic.inhabitants of Greece and of a compromise having
occurred between hié cult and that of Zeué; in this compfomise,
Kronos was ovefth&qwn as chief god by his son, but th entirely
displaced from Greek worship, .We then used several quotes to

illustrate the Hémeric notion of Zeus és'all—powerful'lord:of

the universe, and then noted that nevertheless, many passages

}_h

ract

X'U

cally deny the omnipdtencé of Zeus. We then noted that
Homeric piety demended a formal mode of addressing Zeus in
prayer, as wéll'as ritual purificétioa before prayer, The cult
of Zeus, however, oftsn took the form of a rather crude exchange
of offerings for supernatural 2id or power;~ We contrasted this
incohsistency.to the reverénee with which Hdmer always treats
tﬁe great primal powers of natufe, espeoiallygmg . We next not-

ed that Zeus, as god of the heavens, often indicated his will to

[do

men elther by thunder snd lightning or the flight of birds,
We then viewed the guardianship Zeus exercised over the
moral order, especially over the Homeric code of &petfj . We al-

80 took note of Zeus as the guarantor of the sanctity of oaths,

as the protector:of the rights- of the paterfamilias,”as.the -7

£
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sherdisn 5f the rigits of the guest- and’ the hosty -ag the ‘defén-
der against the perversion of justice in public hearings, and
as guaranﬁor of ﬁhe right of the dead to prover burial, These
offenses which excite divineé vengeance were, as we noted on page
25, the very ones which a simple society could not adeguavely
remedy,

Thé final chapter will be concerned with Zeus' power to

control the course of events in the world,
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In this chapter, we shall discuss the relaticn betweén Zeug

and FPate in the Iliad, There is little, if any, more consistency

' to be found in this aspect of Homer's theology than in those we
.\ N - = .

discussed in Chapter II, Homer sometimes views Fate as the detex

miner of all earthly and heavenly nan*xv_angs, soretimes “identif]
h the will of the sods (esnecially with the will of Zeug

and at other times subordinates Fate tc the will of the gods,

These doctrines are found side by side; Homer nevor attempts to}

In describing why events take a certain course, Homer fre=j »

)

cuently postulates a force vari

o]

; N ) ° A" ' e
usly naned afp , alos , potpa » OF

flopdé . e shall begin by considering these words from an etymoy

logical and semantic point of view in order to throw some ligﬁt
on thsir sig ifi'cénce.‘ L 7

&TUG is derived frbm ?00(. by J.A. Hild in his artif-:ie Paa
s out from oltog in the article "Moira'
in Pauly- 'issoxza 3 The word ofog occurs six times in the 'Iliad
(III, 1173 VIII, 3L, 35k, ués, IX, 363; and XAIV, 165), and mear
one’s ¢ate, fate that. comes upon one" ll- Both agree that uoTpa

2

;’ - i b
is derived n*om uspo ; hence uorpa«'ould sesm to oesn.f-nate one'g

allotmen’t in life, wnle aloa at least D“ﬂobably signifi es a lot

-

v

cormon to all men, Mbpoc , like wolpa, is dsrived from pépoge

es

)y
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1 qave not been able to flnd &ny etymology forwfp , but the lift»
of meanlngs whaich follows shall show almost no difference in ifs
meanings from thoée of alog , potpa s and ubpog . .
Ao and poleae can both rean ”measure”~or‘?éh3pe?:
'.Q.wa 8¢ by Ev xapbg atcn | .
I éoﬁs;der uhem [hws g;fté} worth’sawdust: L;l: ix; 3?8j
Ly Tof pofpa-pévovrr o
He who stays at home gets an equal sharei (Z;, IX, 319)
The phrases xar’ alaav and xatd pofpav are equi#glent,'as
ere bntp aloav end  né ép uépov (or bnéppopov ).
‘ névra wat’ aloav €etneg byakede & Mevéhace.

You have spoken all this »i htl;, oh wort ny Menelaos, (I1.
T ,XVII 716) ‘

val &Y talt& ve nivra, Yépov, xatd potpav feimeg.

4

Yes, truly, old sir, you have spoken all this rightly, (I3,
I, 280) '

7 c . H '
“Extop, &nefl pe wnat’ atoav Eveixeoag, obs’ bnép afcmv.

. Hector, you reproach ms rightly, and not beyond wnat is
due, (Il, III, 59)

Seféw uh nal vetyoc bnip pépov égalan&gn.

I fear lest ‘even befond wnat is allotted he mlﬁnt deatr oy
Bhe city wall. (Il. XX, 30)

~ "o'
Both.uo*pa ‘and aloe can mean portlon" or “allotmen*

$Pv 5é oi eig *Ovéevra nepixhutdy vidy an&Estv ‘
"Ihiov Exnépoavta, haxdvra te Mtboc¢ aioavy .

I said thet after He thad sacked Lllos, T would bring his
famed son back to Opoeis, along with the portion of the
booty assigned him, (Il XVILI 326 f. )
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Botpar 58 &% ﬁpoﬁaﬁnxa, napoikmxsv 68 nhéwv . vdE
. Ty 860 porphmy, TPI1TaT 8° £t pOtpa Xaks:ntaz.

W

"Look, the stars have moved onward "two of the watches hav
pe aed cpe talrd yet remains, (Il. X, 252 £.) :

Aloa | uotpa s and ubpog . are all used in t:c sense of “port!

tion or lot in 1ife; fate; destiny,"

evobnel b To1 a?ca-ufvuea nep, ol T1 uaka 8Av.
viv &’ aua‘w mxéuopOQ xat OVYupd¢ nspi naviwy
Endeor & oe xanf] ateq téxov Ev pevépoiol.

Four 1ot in 11fe is short, and of no long time,

ee..81ince -
For now ou are docmed to a speedy "death and wretched be-

vond all men, 14ure¢ore, I bore you to an evil Tate in ouz
halls, (Il. I, 416-18) :

el nép Kot xal potpa Ardg nknvsvtz KEPAVWP
nefobar tuol vexbeoor ped’ atpuatt xal xovinoiv.

struck by the thunderbolt

«».8ven il it is my fate to be
corpses in blood znd dust,

of Zeus gnd to lie among the
(Il. %xv, 117 £ )

z

ed wo Td ol 6a xal abtde 8 pol uopog sveaé b\ écbay

Well do I myself know oha it is my fate to perish here,

(Tl IX A21)

Koo , potpea , uopog', end wfip are all used in the sense of

"death"., Since death is something allotted to every man, it

1s easy to see how these Four words came to be transferred in

mzaning, Examples of these words bearing the connotation of

death follow:
“Extop, Evd S6otnvoce lof"Gpa yiy-vbued’ afor
Hector, how wretched I am! Ve have been born for the same
end, (I1, XXII, %77) |




@y 8 Evhpwv el¢ E6vog ExiZeto ufp” &heefwov

He shrunk back into the throng of his comrades, avoiding
doom. (I1l, III, 32) '

npdoBev vip piv potpa Svoduvpoc aupexdhoye v
Eyne¥ "ISoueviog, &yauvod Aevxarfbao,

For before that, accurssd Pate had enfolded him through th
; s i =5

spear of Idomeneus, the son of ncble Deulsalion, (Il,.XIT,

116) : A

af yép piv Bavitoto Suvomybog bSe dvvaluny
véoprv anoxplyar, Ste piv pépoc al vde Ix&vor.

Would that I could hide him far sway from woenbriggéng )
death, when dread fafe reaches him,n(Il, XVIII, Y6L7F,)
tlod " ing wolpa can both signify.a decree of-faté; assthése

Yassages show:
od vép tl¢ pu* bnép atloav &vip "AVSL mpoVéyes .

For no man shall send me to Eades ageinst fatefs decree,

(L. vI, L87)

NP R e w I

20N “VEX?PﬁUGi, Ste xev gvgﬁkﬁcsgn abf,

wh xal brtp polpav 8éuov Eibo¢ cloaplxnval . _
But go back, whensver you are pitted against him, lest you
reach the house of Hades against the decreecof fate, (1.
XX, 335 f.) o : ‘

LY -4 7 ”~ ~ h K 3 1
Fost importantly, ctoa , gy and potpe are all personifieq
and Ircatedias goddesses .who. determirie~the course of events:

;..6cwépov adte T nefcetar Fooa ol aloa
yiyvopEwp Endvnoe Awp, &te piv Téxe phmp.

o . R R
T - Lr e ey T - .-
Yt et N [N S e -

“But afteruard, he $hall’suffer whatever Fate allotted him
at birth with her thread,. when his mother bore him, (Il,
(I1. XX, 127 £,) Lo .

o ph xMpe¢ EBav Oavitolo oépovoal .

veoWom the fates of

death have not borne away, (I1. II,
302) : :
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et & mg nof1 Moupm'xpatatﬁ
yyvopdwp, & anevncs Mwp, 8te puv Téxov abh..

And thus, nc doubt, did powerful Fate spin for xim with hgr
.flex at hws birth, when I myself bore him. (Il, XXIV, 209 '
) : —=

What we have done here is %o %trace the development of the

l.h

‘méanings of ofoa , wfip | potpa:, and WBpo¢, . Beginning with the
,oﬁiginal'meaningsiindicatéd¥bywtbe.e?ymglogias.Qf-éﬁn%’wﬁma,5

2 . e s
and HOPOg | wetshowed that ﬁnese bords later came to be limited

I.Jl

n meaning

(J"’I

%o "one's alloumonu, one's fortune in tho course of

his life. These words ars often fuxuher restric ea in meaning

to signify that allotment common to all men, which is death,

<t

The meaning is also occagionally particularized to msan the al-

"U

CI‘

lotment to a ceritain person'at a ain time, Lastly, and most

[e]

er

importently, aloa , pofpa, andwfp are personified and treated as

. . s 6
goddesses who control the course of events,

R

Homer never clarifies the relationship betwsen Zeus -and

Fate, Sometimes, Zeus ssems %o be in control of fate, as in Il

XVII; 321, which says that if Apo 5 hadvnof'a oused Aeneas, éugv
then the Achaeans would heve been VLCUOTlOHS bnq:anbgcﬁbuv (b
yond the allotment of Zeus}

Aéh bne»greatest number of occasiohs; however, Homer simply
attributes contr§1 of the course of events to Zeus, enother god,
2 daimon, or‘én‘indefinite Oed¢ , @hd:makes no reference to fate

The course of events is most commonly treated as the result of

the will or of the‘d rect intervention of Zeus, Numerous LT -
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examples are o be found in every book of the Iliad. Since tHis

view of Zsus as controller of the course of events is Lo Db

found both in the purely narrative sections of the Iliad as -

well as in its evnic sveeches, it would secen that the poet both

held this view himself, =nd wished to picture it as being the
: . s L &S

common opinien of his contemporaries, We shell cite but two of

the literally hundreds of examples 5hat occur: one from a narr
tive section, the other a section put in the mouth of one of

Homer's cheracters:

o4

. «eseidel 8 6o &réhavrog "omt ;

. : ,

: Extwp Tlovaufdng, 8te ol Zedg uBbog Z8wxe.
Hector son of Priam, peer of swift Ares, drove tnem toge-
ther, now that Zeus had given him glory. (I1. vIiT, 215 £

Sotol y&p Te ntfot wataxefatar £v Aidg oB5e1
gépwv ota B8{&wot, wandv, Etepog 68 Lwve -

' BeventifunelEag 8by Zede Tepnixépavvig,

"Aote pév e xaxd 3 ye ubpetar, S\hote 8’ EcB)\.
@ 68 xe v NuypBv &4y, AwBrrdv gorpe,

xal & wonh BoBBpuotic £ni x06vé. BTav eXadver,

Toeow s 901t 87 olte Beotan TeTInEvog 08Te  BpoToTdL Ve i T
For two urns of gifts .that he gives. lie on Zeus' thresh-

old: one of evils, the other of good things. To whomever
Zeus, hurler of the thunderbolt, gives a mixed lot, this
man meets now evil, now good; but to wnomever he gives
ill-foytune, he males that man the butt of insult, And:
evil ravenous hunger drives him about the face of the sa-
¢red earth, and he roams about, honored by neither zods
nor men. (Il, XXIV, 527-33) o ' ‘

‘The other gods occasionally affect the course of events ir

this way, sometimes in conjunction with Zeus, sometimes inde-

pendently of him. In Il, XX, 193, Acihilles claims Aeneas was

v

saved from death at his'hands.by "Zeus and the other gods,"
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A 1ittle later on, in verses 293- 298 of Book XX, on the other
hand, Poseidon alone is pictured as saving Achilles from harm,
The gods are often considered.to affect the course of e

vents by rousing the psyche of an individual to act, Most fre-

8

s done by Zeus, as in I1, VI; 23l-36, where he

s

guently, this
wes away Glaucus' wits to make hiﬁ trade armor worth one hunt
dred oﬁen Tor armof worth nine; or I1, XII, 293 f., whére Zeus
rouse§ Sarnedon to fight;& This office is also executed by thd
other gods, novably Posef&on“QE}. XIII, 83°f.), Apollé (E}. XV?,
728), Athene (I1. XVIII, 310 £.), Hera (I1. VIII, 217-19), and
Thetis (I1. XXIII, 1l), -

Agein, in many other insﬁances, Homer ascribes control. ovdr
the course of events to an indefinite Bebe |, as in I1. IX, 48 f‘T

,yﬁ?'ﬁ’, éy& Z8Everde Te, paynobued’ el¢ 8 we TExpwp
Ihicv eSpuueve odv ylp 0ef e xHovbuev.

But we two, I and Sthenelas, will Tight on, until we reach
Ilios, for with the aid of 2 gzod have we come,

Sometimes it is made very clear that this 6eb¢ is Zsus, ag
is the case in I1, XIII, 730-33:

?RX@ uEv vlip &ine Oed¢ moepfAia Epva,

4%1@ 8" bpymothv, Etépp ul0apiv wal o1 6fv,
?XN$'§"EV otfiBeoot T16et vbov ebpbona Zed¢
80'6;\.6\? see

To one a god zives the works of 'war, to another the dance,
to another the lyre and the song, and in the brezst of a-

nother, Zeus puts an understanding ming...

At still other times, control over the course of human

events is ascribed to a Safey , There.is no word in Greek -+ .0 -
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philosophicalvorArelzrlous language which is so mearly impos=

BN

s

sible to interpret except when 1t

gl

laced in the context of

a s*tain epoch or school of unoaght In Homer, 6afpuwv designatfes

divinity, insofar as it causes a bsneficiasl or harmful effect ¢n
meon, dafpwvis the divine vpower, cogoelvnd in wnDJ?ODOWO Dhic S

_ , -
terms; 5aumn: suggests a hlaaan, aﬁdeflne61e wnsdom~nn wh&oh‘all

the “o&s Dartlc“p te, snd through which thsy are rade to rsalije
. H

their superiority to men, Aafpwvy is sanslogzcus to the Roman idqa

of numsns but wrhile the Romans saw numen as a v“ohe,'impersonaﬂ
L T Sz ? . -a' )

force, the Homsric ©Oatpuev had a psrsonal, ordered form.7

Most frecuently, the 6afpwv {s ropresented as a power of

evil, as in I1, XV, Lé&7:

A nonot, n Sh nayxu uaxjg &nl un&sa xsfpst
Salpwy 1 nusrepng, S <é pot B1dv ExBale xslpég

Oh woe, a god has uttﬂvly brouzht to ruin our counss 1s of
2

battle, in that he has cast the bow from my hend..."

The Salpwv is repress nted as & beneficent power only rare-
1y : in tnm I?lad Onme of nhe fou examples is I3, Xv, LO3 f.-

ch 6 016 el %&v ol obv. Safpovt Buuov 6pium
napstnmv, ayaeh 8t napa;mactg Eotiv Etafpov.

‘Who knows but that with a gzod's nelp I might rouse his
spirit by.my persuading? The persuasion of = comrade is a
cood thlng. ‘ ‘

.

i6 times, 5aumw is simply a substitute for febg ,. as in
Ii. ILI 120, where Homer says of uphﬂod te: Tpoxe & &ﬂumv.;

(The godaess lv tne way).

When Zeus cannot decide the fate of two warriors, he .-
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determines whose lot=% it is to live and whose to die in a very

human fashion: he weighs tnéxﬁpjof sach in a balance. This oc-

Achilles,

Y

curs in Il XXII, 209 1l

xak tbte &7 ypboera nathp Etlrtoive Takavta,

Ev 6 5Tieat &bo xﬁps TavnksyéOQ 8avitoro,

fhv utv Axtllﬁog, Tnv &’ EITOpOg \nno&auoto,
ekxa && pscca \aBove péne 8’ “Extopog atotpcv %gap
®yeto & s!g %ET8a0, Ainev 6é & @ossog " AndX v,
Hnla?mvm‘a ixave 6el yhavxinic ’ABfwn

And tLen the father held up his golden scsle and placed o
Fin.them] two .fztés’iof degth which b‘i;gs long wee. Cne vgs
the fate of Achilles, and thes other that of horse-ta aming

Hector. He took the balance by the middle and raised it.

Down sank Hectors day of doom and departed for Hades, and
-Phoebus Apollo left hlm. But flashing-eyed Athene oame to
the son of Peleus,., -

In the subseouent lines, Athene lures Hector into theée Ifatal baf-
tleswith Achilles by deludinz him into thinking that his brothdr

Deiphobus is close at hend to zid hinm,
Several important facts are shown us by these verses, .Zeus
uses a balance to weigh ment's Pates onTy twice in the Iliad, ¥

These incidents occur only at the most critical mohvnts, when it

e

s difficult even for Zeus to know #haﬁ ié*fatad.’This passage
indicates that Zeus aid QOU,deuerﬁinermen's”fates; his role,

rather, was to 1earn what was fated .and then to see that it was
brousnt, to fu1f117mnnu. Imweaxatély ‘upon the OWSCOV“Py of hbat

has bsaen fated hDOllO abandons Hec»or and auhmne begins’ to aid

On the other hand”iﬁhat?Zedé-ééyswinr@;;:KV;’64471fseemg*ﬁo

’1nd1Cat8 nnat'he d@ﬂa tmow What is fated; Sl
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eeasd & avowﬁael 8v swatpov S

Harpoxkov' 1oy 68 wrtevel Evyyel @ai&tuog FXTmp
"Iafov nponapoz@e, nokéag ONéoavt’ ~alnode ™

Tob¢ akkoug, petd & coldy subv Zapnnéovm 8Tov,

Toﬁ 58 onwoauavog wtevel “Extopa 6!04 Axtkkaﬁ;.
&x ol & av vo1 &neita nokfwEe v napa vnmu

aiév Eyio: Teux01ux étaunepsg, elg 6 % "fyarol
"Thiov ainn EXCtev Aenvaing S51& Bovrig.

...end he [Achilles] shall send forth his comrade Patro-
clus, but renowned Hector shsll sley him with the spear bd-
fors Ilios, after hs kiIlsimany OUh:r vouthgchimsell, among
them my son, noble Sarpedon, iaen,t‘fazhful over Patroclug .

shall Achilles slay EHector, en will I cause & driving
and withoutv pause, until

mi
back of the ”woganu conulﬂually
the Achaeans shall take stoep I[lios by the counsels of
Athene, ~ : -
Although Zeus does set the course of the battle, it seems |
"that, in Homer's mind, death is decreed for %he individual oy
a vower other than Zeus., What Zeus says in Il., XXII, 17L=76,
however, indicates that the sods themselves execute the dscree
"ol fate for an individ “1 but have a certain undefined freedom

i3 determining hhethe? or not to execuue tﬂe deCﬂee.

a’ ayswe @paﬁscﬂs, Gaoi xat unrtaaoﬁe
hé piv ax 8avérolo oamcousv. né ptv AN
Im\eT oy AXlXﬁl Saudooouey EcOrdy Ebévra.

\

But come and take thought, gods,  and nive counsel whether
ve shall save him from death, or slay him through Achilles|
‘Peleus!'! son, gzood man: *hou"n he is, : )
IL. XIX, 86 f, tends to corroborate this idea, Agamsmmon i;
here spe &1n6 of his guilt (or. lack thereof) in~acting.rashly

against Achilles:

...émn 8" o atrtég aipt,
aA\E Zede ual Monpa xal fepogolTigh Eptvﬁg

I am not guilty, but ”atner Zeus and Fate and ZIrinys,wiho

allra £ Aa%
. o



Zeus' nowerlessness to altsr something that has already

baen fated is best shown in I1, XVI, L31-57:

Todg 6t 1&bv ENénoe Kpbvou néte &ynbloufiren,
“Homv 8¢ npocéeime xactyvitny &loxdv-tee :
Y@ wor Eybhv, 8 1€ pot Zapnnsbva, ¢fltatov aySpiiv,
poTp’ bnd Matpbidoto MevorTidSao Sapfvin .
S1x8& 68 por xpadin péuove opectv bppafvovry,

i wiv Yadv Eévra phyne &no Saxpvoéaong

el avapniEac Avxing &v nfove &fugp,

A Agm bnd xepol Mevoiti &8ao Sapbdoow.”

Tov 6" huelfet’ Enervta Podnie ndtvie “Home

®al vétate Kpovlém, notov Tdv pdbov Zeimeg.
&GGﬁ@nevnqbbwéééra;,n&X&txnenpmuéﬁovva¥6ng}

ay £68Ne1¢ Bavhtoro Svomyboc BEuvarloat ;

£p8’+ Athp ob To1 névrec &naivéopev Beot d\hot .
@ho 88 Tor péw, od &' {Ev gpect B&MAeo offorve
al %e Yov népine Sapnnddva Svbe Bbpovde,

ephZeo pf) Tig Enetta Cedv £6EMjor xal #Ahog
néunetv 6v gidov vidv &nd xpatepfic boufwmee
noAlol vlp nepl Hotv péya Npiépoto phyovias
vieq &Bavitwv, Toforv xétov atvdy Evioete,
ékk'ef Tot ¢fhog Eotl, Tedv &’ bheopbpeTar Trrop,
71 tor pév wiv £agov Evl wpatepf bouf vy

xépo’ Bno Mirtpbidote Mevortti&Sao Safivaie -

abtlp &nhv &% Tév ve Mny te xal aldv,

néunety piv @4vatdy te ¢épetv ual viibopov “Ynvov,
el 8 xe &Y Auxing ebpefne Sfpov Ixwvrase '
€vla & tapyboovar xaofyvnrof Te &t e

T0uBe Te oTANY Te* 1O vEp vépag Lot Cavdvrwv.?

When he '“Zeus’  saw them Paitroclus znd Serpedon -, the son ol
-of wily Xronos took pity, and spoke to Hera, his sister an
nis wife: "Oh woe is me! It is fated thet Sarpedon, the
dearest of men to me, is to be slain by Patroclus, son of
lMenoetius] My heart is inclined in two directions as I pon;
der in my mind whether I should snstch him uo while he Jet|
"lives and sveed him sway from the dolelful babttle ©o the
rich lend of Lycia, or slay him at the hands of MHenoetius!
son, " Then ox-eved quesnly Hera answered him: "Most dread-
~son of Kronos, what a saying you. have spolen! A man that
1s mortal, long since given over to fate, you wish to set
ree agein from the power of woe-bringing dsath? Do it,
EPF we other gods shall not approve of your zction, Anothe?
thing will T tell you, eand you take it to heart: if you :
send Sarpédon alive to his house, remember that some other{
god mey leter wish to send his own dear son away Irom |

2 Y N - - .
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fierce battle, Tor many sons of the ‘mmo“taTS are fight-
ing about the great city of Pfiam, and you will send youn

Fal

drezad writh upon them, But even if he is deur Tto you and [o

vour heart is grievsd, stilT let him bs slain at the han
Patroclus, Menoetius' son, in fthezfierce vattle, But whe
hls soul and his life have left him, send Desath and re-
freshing Slsep to beer nim away until they come to the
land of bro d Lycia, There will hig brethren and fellow-
townsmen poy him the funeral rites with mound and pillar,

Eay <
=

for this is whet is due the dead,

6]

8

73

Several cenclusions cen be drawn freom Shis pas

E

ent that Zeus could, if he so desired, overrule what

|
<t
f_'c
7}
0]
<
O

Fate hss decreed, But. as Hera reminds Zeus, for him to do so

b
.

nould be to uoset the order of the universe., if he no longer 14

ts that which must be cqme_to pass, then he can no longer ex

=

pect the othsr mods not to i1 erfere in the rightful order of

events, Line N9 in the above vassage states that Zeus will

nunish any other god #ho saves a mortel whom Tate has merked
out for death, This implies that Zeus sees.to it that the =

ctually followed, Zeus

4]
o

course of events marked cut by Fate i
is bound byi Fate's decrees; Tor him %o violate them would be 4«
invite chazos into the universe,

Is Pate suberdinate to or identical with the will’ of Zeus)

thus m“klnb Zeus bound to the decrees of Fate only in the sensq

that a men is bound by his given word of honor? Or is Fate a

power entirely apart from Zeus' sway and superior to it? The

I1liad never maxes clear which is true,

2, Firstf

2

[
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Wotes

Introduction

11n referring to "Homéer", I do not intend to imply that I
have taken.any position as to the precise nature of the author-
ship of the Iliad and the Odyssey. I refer to "Homer" only be-
ceuse custom sanctions doing so, The "Homeric Question", of
course, is entirely beyond the scope of this thesis, B

Chapter E

1Theod0r&Gomperz, Greek Thinkers: A Histbry of Ancient Phi-
losophy, trans, Laurie Magnus (London: John Murray, E19L97 ),
I, 20. : : ' ‘

2Arthur Bernard Cook, Zeus: A Study in Ancient Religion
(New York: Biblo and Tannen, 196L4), I, 9. ‘

3pid., 1, 1.
brpia,, 1, 14-5,
SRichard John Cunliffe, &4 Lexicon of the Homeric Dialect

(Norgan, Oklahoma: University of Oklahoma Press, L[19631 ), . .
090 ) ’ . - i -

6 iy '
Cock, op., cit., I, 3.

Tmhe greet goddess, the Mother of Heaven and ZBarth, She
was known as Mylitta in Assyria, and Astarte in Phoenicia, The
Greeks called her Heavenly Aphrodite, or simply the Heavenly :

One, Herodotus, trans, A.T, Godley ("Loeb Classical Library";

Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 1946), = ..
translatorts note, wvol, I, p. 137. ‘ '

8. . Y . . |
Herodotus i, 131, The translation is my own, as are all
the translations in this thesis, ' '

Y600k, op. eit., I, 9-10

, 104artin P, Nilsson, A History of Greek Religion, trans, -
F,J. Fielden (Oxford: at the Clarendon Press, 1949), p. 142,

llGomperz, QE(-Cit;; I, 17

2Ipid,, I, 22
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137, Toutain, "Religio", D,S, IV, pt. 2, pp. 831-32.
1uGomperz, op, cit., I, 25-26,

o§ilsson, op. cit., p. 143.

'léGomperz, op, ¢it,, I, 26,
LTaomeric Hymn 5, 256-72, As found in Hegiod, the Homeric
Hymns and Homerica, trans. Hugh G, Evelyn-White (””h Loeb Clas

sical Librzry"; London: William Heinemann, Ltd., 1936), pp.
L06-27,

18

Gomperz,_gg, cit., I, 26-27.

Chapber II

THerbert J. Rose, "Kronos," 0.C.D., p. L476.

2"Urénus,’ P.W., 2nd series, IX, pt. 1, 966-70,
BRose,*loc, cit,
LL"Kronos,” P.W,, XI, pt, 2, 1982,

BHerberu J, Rose, A Fandboo& of Greek MythclOFy (London'

Methuen & Co, Ttd,, T19537), b. "ES

6”Kronos,” P.Y., XI, pt. 2, 1088. That Kronos was a supreme
Beity is made clésr by the fact "that he was ziven the appellation
Baoidebq . '

T1pia,, 1986-87.

8Ibid,, 1990.

Oa—-— »
Ibid., 1982,

O1p14., 1990,

11 . N ) B ;
Cunliffe, op. cit., p. 157. . - .

12

Ibid., p. 218,
36ook, op. cit., II, pbt. 1, 582-85,
luﬂomer Iliad, trans, A‘T; Murray ("Loeb Classical Library"j

Cambridge, massachusetts.”Earvard UFlJG”SltY PPGSS, 1963), vol.
I, », 180 translatorts footnote,.
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lSCunliffe, op, eit., p. 195,
'léﬁﬁyx " p.W,, XVII, pt. 2, 1663-6l, | |
17Edoucwd Cuq, "Jusjurandum,” D.S., III, pb. 1, L8,

1 Georg Autenrieth, A Homeric chtlonarf for Schools and
Colleges, brans, Robert P, Keep, rev, lsaac Flagg (lNorman, Okla-
fhoma: U1 UnJV“TleV of Oklshoma Precs, [19607), DD. us-ii6,

9Corresgondlngly, according to Aubenrieth's Homeric Dictlog
nary, ayalde and EcOrd¢ almost invariably rsfer to physical ex-
csllence in Homer; waxbg , moreover, rarely refers to moral bad-
ness, '

QOUe rner Jae%a Paideia: The Ideals of Greek Culture,
trans, Gilbert vahet {New York: Oxford University Press, 1939),
I3 3"’&-* -

21

-2

Ibid., I, 8.
egIbido ] I’ 7"90
23‘31}.0‘, 9_;20 ‘Ci‘ta 7 po 7}-!‘86

ghGGOfﬁ ¥, Calhoun and T.B,L. Webster, "Polity.and Soe" "7
ciety," A Companion to Homer, ed, Alan J,B, Wace and Frank H,
Stubbings (London: Macmillen & Co, Ltd,, 1962), »p. 4l9-50,

Chapter IIT

Loyoira, " P.W,, XV, ot. 2, ZLQQ
5.4, Hild, "Fetum," D,S., II, b, 2, 1016,
3oira," PW., XV, pt. 2, 2Lh9.
AGunliffe, op. cit., p. 289,

SHild, "Fatum,”™ D,S,, ‘locg cit.; Moira," P.W., loc, cit.

61h9 plural form Mofpat only occurs once in the Iliag, in
T1., XXIV, J49° TAtdy vip MoTpar Bupdv Géoav &vepdnotaive

The Watms have Qlen men an enduring soul,) The only reference
to several Fates spinning out men's dooms in Homer comes in 0d,
VII, 197 £f. The naming of the three Fates and the dﬂstlﬂctvon
metween their tasks is not found in Homer,

75.A, Hild, "Dssmon,” D.S., IT, ob. 1, p. 9.
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