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Introduction

The basic views of the American Hierarchy in the Cathclic
Church in the 19th century concerning slavery revolved around
the moral conditions of the sysiem,;uﬁot»onfihe“moialzgﬁoﬁnds'Q
for its éxistence. Dy tracing iheiéhurch'sfsiand.ﬁhroughmHer.
leaders teachings from Her beéiﬁing we see how the bishops of
America found themselves historically in line with thelr
heritage., Historically, +the Right Reverend Augustin Verot,
was the exemplar of these views., |

The thesis 5f this peper is that although not the most
enlightened theological ideas, <he thoughts expressed by

Bighop Verot, were those of & wajority of his fellow bishops

or if not the bishons did not reise their voices in strong op-

- position, - By exemining these men, thig paper can show sup-

cort for its thesis and then sllow for personal judgement.of
the individu=zlsg and the American Church as a whole in light

. »

of the higtory of this p

l._,lv

vital issue in American History.
y




Chapter One

The‘CﬁurCh‘of Apostolic times found itself molded and
founded by both the Gospel message of its founder and the
traditions which permeated the human system of the-Roman world,
Among the institutions established was that of slavery. This
human state of existence has been defined in many differnt Ways.,
The American Heritage Dictionary gives the following sﬁort
efinition, "Bondage to a master or household,“1 It was this
form that had existed once society was born centuries ago.

The early letters of Paul the Apostle to the Gentiles urged
those in bondage to obey and serve worthily,(Eﬁhesians 6:5-8)
For the pre-recogriized Church this teaching on morals df élavery
was the only path to follow since sdciety was built both socially
and economically sround slavery. Any different stance would
misrepresent the true mission of the Savior politically. Thus
‘while realizing that the Church Qould have to stand agsinst the
institution in the long run since it deprived some basic
elements of human freedom, a slave could still find salvation
in the Church andsﬁﬁhez%fof§}*ii?waszmoré;impOrtsn%Stovexangéiiz:
the slaves, Vhen -they were converted the Christian community
was found to be ideally without class or status distinctions
among its members.z This was based on Saint Paul's "dogmatic
theology" which stated that all were equal in the eyes of God.

The Church through the early writings of the Fathers

continued to echo St., Paul's exhortations. The Didache of +the
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mid-~second century gave regulations for the parties involved,
namely the master and his glaves, and agaln resiated the fact
that all were equal in the sight of God.3 With the coming
into a2 position as'the new state religion the Church brought
the morsls she had instilled into her followers and sttempted
to place them into what was understood as Roman slavery.
Prior to the adoption throughout the empire of the
Christian religion’(BBO A.D.), although after the peace of
Constantine (313 4.,D.), at the Council of Gangra, a code of
Canon Isw was introduced whereby the teaching of slaves to
hate or rebel agaiﬁst hig master was not to be practiced and
the teacher should be silenced and strickened from the communit

. . no . . .
of believers, Ls it shall be geen when the American slave

question .’ 1s fully addressed this canon-was used to blast

1

away a8t the stands of the Abolitionists, The decree came out

a

of both the Pauline texts and the developing stream of thought

5 . . .
the early Patristics.,” Thelr reasoning came out of a need

h

ol
of protecting the vulnerable structure of the Church to those
who might misconstrue the ideas of slaves: rights as humans
1o that of liberating all slaves. 4s it is noted,ti-the Church
had to keep in mind the ways of the mejority in the world
if she was to survive. =~ This train 6f thought continued until
the structure of slavery came into a new form in the early
middle ages, |

However, there was one early Father, St. Gregory of

]

Nyssa, who was to speak out against the institution of slavery
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This was truly a bold and advanced concept, It was one which
was not to be learned or to bear fruit for mor than ten cen-
turies, In order to get some flavor for his ideas, the
following is a2 selection of his sermon,

You condem a person to slavery whose nature is

iree and vndependenb, and you make laws opposzed

to God and contrary to His natural law. N

For the only proper SWQVGS af mankind are the ﬂﬂlﬁaWS
‘devold of telligence, e e How much in
terms of money, is the value of intelligence ?

What price did you pay, in obols, (nonex) for th
imzge of God? « e e You who are equal

in all respects, . ., , think that you can

be the owner of a msn?b '

St. Gregory although he was ih a minority spoke against
slavery basing his condemnation on St. Paul's "dogmatic
theology®, Throug zh the middle ages Church councils continued
to urge the slaves 1o be QumOTe end submissive because in the
eyes of Cod all are equal and good service in your stzte of
life was the surest way 1o an eternsl reQade Zut as some

-

of the Tethers reflected on the "dogmatic teachings" of raul,

-

the ultimate result was the urging and finally accomplishing
7

)

of the emzncipstion of the slaves,

The middle ages afforded the change, due to the economic

E.

cem from direct slasvery. This was

h
0

NASS

I

(Du

shifts,” .to

ct

he g
nore acceptable to the Church since thé'iﬁdividual was now
given some semblance ofvfreedom. ! the notion of St,
Augustine and other early Fathers were dezlt with by the
scholastics, namely that slavery was a resul

of
fallen state as a result of originsl

l..J.

n

»

Becsuse men wasg

€in, man tended to corrupt his society. It was such thai
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slavery, not part of the nature of masn, had come into the
corrupted soclety ag & natural institution, The Church
recognizing the stote of man and his soclety allowed those

arts of society when they were regulzted and there was an

e

sttempt to humanize and improve those institutions, The
Church would push for manumigsion but not under penalty would
she force this,

The enslsvement of Christisns by the Moslems and other

enemies of the Church brought strong response from the Roman

See, Yet she endorsed the enslavement of enémies of Chrigt-
ianity.g Thus there wasg. a differing viewppi'% 2 depending on

who was involved in the bondzge

With the new exploddtion 6% Aft 1 ..began“theipkobleﬁ of
slave trading. The Popes of the colonial exploration perilod
condemned the enslavement of natives and later the transporatio
of African slaves to the New World, The first wag by Eugene

VI in 1434 which called for the excommunication of thoge who

h

captured the natives of the Censry Islands, The Bishops o

10 Popes Pzul TIT,

the Islands were %o énforce the Bull,
Pius V, Urban VIII, and Gregory XVI over a period of 209
years issued Bulls and Apostolic ILetters supporting Eugene IV
with regard to South Am rican‘affairs of slavery with the
Spanish 11
The glave trade began in the second decade of the six-
eenth century. The trading continued until finally it endad

Wl

in the eighteenth century following its being banned by the
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major nations of the world. Tn 1639, Urban VIII, as
mentioned, issued the Bull which forbade Catholics to

'rti cipate in the slave trade which he condemned, yet little

*D

or no heed was paid to the Bull. Thus Pius VIIT, Gregory

¥XVI, and Piu 12

0

IX 211 issued decrees against the trade,
Ls 2 matter of fact as late as 1890 ILeo XIII found it necessary
to show the Church's good motives although the need had passed

some twenty years prior, The Church was stlll trying to show

o

that she had been a supporter of the emancipation 6f the slaveg

In order to go into the story of the nineteenth century

»

American Hierarchy's role in slavery,.,it ig useful to look at
the Apostolic letter of Cregory XVI of 1839, The letter
eﬁtitled;"Supreme ApostolicY, dealt ﬁith the slave trade and-
was difectly addressed to South Americen Catholics.  The
Pon%iffArecalléd the admonitions of previous Vicars of Christ
in regard to thevtra&ing; The he gave hisg two apostolic
directions, They are as follows.

Wherefore we, . + . . with apostolic authority
do vehemently admonish and adjure in the Lord

“all helievers in Chriot, of whatsoever condition,
that no one hereafter miy dare unjustly to .
molest Indians, negres, or other men of this
sort; or vo reduce them to slavery; « e e
or to execise that inhuman trade by which negroes,
ag 1f they were not men, but mere animals
howsoever reduced into slavery, . ., . . -(and)

We, indeed, with apostolic suthority, do
reprobate all aforeseid sctions as utteﬂly
unworthy of the Christian name; and, by
the samz zpostolic zuthority, do sitrictly pro-
hibit and interdict that any ecclesiastic

lay person shall presume to defend the
very trade in negroes as lawful under any pretext
or studied excuse, ., . 13




Many woﬁld beliéve thét the Pope was cdndehming domestic
slavery with his first point. However, this was in relation
to the African systemn, Gregory XVI was quoted by RBishop
John England, who as we shall see had to defend the Holy
Father in his southern diocese of Charleston, South Carolins,
as saying, "Though the Southerﬁ states of your Union, have
had domestic slavery os an heirloom, whether they would or

1h The

3

not, they are not engeged in the negro traffic.®
fore the Holy Pather stated and understood the notion of a
difference between slavery. a nd the slave trade.

In the United Stztes the result of the Pontiff's letter
was the embroilment of the American Catholics in the 1840
Pregidential eléction, linked with "Abolitidnists" supporters
of General Harrison (one of the candidates), the DBritigh
Government, the London Worlds Convention agsinst Slavery,
the brutal 0'Connell (2n Irish Abolitionist),, and his.
Holiness."15 The speeker of the above, waé one John Forsyth,
Secretary of State in the cabinet of Maftin Van Buren, His
remarks were zn ztltempt to say that the Pope's letter had
condemned slavery in the U.S., and Cstholics were in consgpiracy
with the Abolitionists. Tt was aimed at sou hefn voters

N

during the campzaiga %o drum up support against

w3

ippecanoe’s
northern pariy coalition,

This speech Dbrought out what must be considered one ofv
the finest apologetic series of responses ever written in

the history of the Americsn Hierarchy. Dr. John England,

i
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since his @iccese wss:the decation whererthe: First: speech by

the Honorable Secretary was delivered, responded in 2 series
of published letters, "Letters to the Honorable John Forsyth,

on the Subject of Domestic Slavery", They were printed in

16

the United States Cstholic Miscellany., The first of the

letters showed how Forsyth had mistaken his assumption of the

e
)

tils

l,._w

Br anti-slevery influence on the pronouncement of the

Pontiff. It illustrates that the Pope followed the tradition
of his predecessors. Then ,. in~wery plaind -language, ‘the Bisho
the Holy Tather was not referring to domestic
slavery.

The Pope neither mentions nor alludes o

thig latter in his apostolic letter, which

is directed, =&as were those of his predecessors,

solely and exclusively sgeainst the former,t

The remainder of the first letter exonerates the views
of slave trading by Cathoclics from the Secretery's charges.
and asks why a man of such diplomatic service would infer
such an accusation, Ye answers his own gquestion by sitating

that Catholics are simply the "shuttlecock for the parties of

%)

%he republics,~« threztened by the myrmidons of General
Farrison's party today, and placed in a false position by
Mr, Van Buren's secretary of state in the next moment."18
In the second letier, 7#ngland shows again the example
of those bishops who =2ccept the Apostolic Letter and still are
able to give the Sacraments to the slave holders in their

dioceges, If the Pope's letter had concluded that domestic

slavery wzs wrong and condemned it, +then this would have
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been impossible. No less than the Archbishop of Baltimore
and six of his suffragan bishops were southern slave territory
bishops.19 He also restated earlier philosophers and‘whét
they had concluded concerning the fact that natural law did

not prohibit slavery. Ye stotes St. Thomas's following

4

passages,

The common possession of all things is said

to be the natural law, because the distinction

of possessions and slavery were not introduced

by nature, but by the reason of man, for

the benefit of human 1life; and thus the law of

nature is not changed by their introduction,

but an addition is made thereto,?20

Tuture prelates would again bring up the fact of natural
law in the defense of the Christisn stsnd on slavery, To
that they would always attach the scriptural and Apostolic
teachings in the tradition of the Church,

In 2ll Bishop England wrote eighteen letiers which de- .
tailed his defense of the Church and her spiritusl leaders®

views on slavery. The Bishop's death cut short the -total

number of letters when it occured in April of 1842,  Such

fine scholarly work had been done by the late Bishop that the

Miscellany gave the following message after his death, " Any

commendation of these 'Letters on the Slave Trade’ of our late
lamented prelated would be entirely superfluous,“21

At the same time Bishop England was writing in defense
of Pope Gregory XVI, the first definitive tﬁeological work

was published by a Catholic stholar in the United States.,

It included a section on the domstic slavery question and

-
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zlso the slave trade.  Francis Patrick Kenrick, then Bishop
of Philsdelphiz, authored this much-needed work for American
ecclesiastical students and the clergy in general, The title

of the work was Theologis Moralis, and it came out in a second

edition later in 1861, although the first was published in
1840,23

Kenrick defines Slavefyvas."the state of perpetual sub-
.jugatién by which one islheld to give his labors to another in
return for his ma:‘u’x‘tenance."‘ZL'L He treats slevery by tracing
the Thomistic tradition of reasoning sbout slavery. The view
held by the Church was‘ihat a master had the right to the
slaves labor only, In exchange for the slave giving his ser-
vice, the master was to provide for the well being of the -~
slave, This view was stressedvby Kenrick, The freedom of

the slave was forfeited only i1f the reason for the bondage was

just. The form of the system was to be Christian in its
nature. Spiritually the slaves retained the rights of all
25

men in regard to thelr relation with their creator.
The slave trade was immoral to Kenrick and not a Jjust

reason for establishing bondage. Ag we shall see, just reasons

for slavery will be spelled out by Bishop Augustin Verot in

the folldwing chapter, . In regard to the slaves already in

captivity, +these he laments in so far as they are products of

26

the slave treade. Yet due to years of bondage and the wel-
fare of the society, their freedom might be delayed. It was

as the Bishop saw it a2 "perpetuzl and univeral right" of the
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‘laws of the land should be obeyed and therefore slavery was to

[_l »

Church’s stand concerning the slave trade and slavery, England

27

master to be expected from the servant, The Bishop seid

be accepted, with both civil law and the theological position
of the Church ratiffi@githisacaurse;ofwaction328

Thus Kenrick was seen as the guiding light in these prin-
ciples by the clergy of the time.  His work,ras we Wwill -see,
is the backdrop to future sermons and work'by the Hiereuxchy,
Hig is one part of the combination with Bishop England's let=. .
ters in the early statement of the Church in America on slavery
Only one other area is needéd to be examined in regard to mid-
century opinions from +the bishops on this subject,. That area

s the provincial councils and the Plenary Council of 1852,

aY]

11 of whith took place in Baltimore.
The provincial councils, the first of which was held in

829, -brought together the Archbishop- of Baltimore and his

=

suffragasn bishops to discuss the business of the Aherican
Church, New dioceses were often suggested to Rome as a result
of these meetings.  However, nothing was said in regard to
slavery until the Fourth Pro#incial Council in 1840, When

it opened in the spring, the majority'of the bishops attending
were from slave states. The Apostolic ILetter of‘Gregory AiVI,
published in that same year, ﬁas read at the solemn Second
Public Session at its close.29 Tt was well received,=as./dohn

England later argued in his letters to Forsyth. The letter

of the Holy ¥ather allowed some of the hilearchy to clarify the
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30

and Kenrick were the most prominent to express their views.
In the following councilsg little or nothing was said

as ‘the bishops avoided the issue which might have caused sec-

e

tionaldism among their numbers and also might have given - =~
political controversy at a time when the Church was already
ki

suffering persecution by political parties.,  The First Plenary

!""‘

Council of 1852, which was a national council since by this
than one metropolitan province had been established,
seemed t§ be a time when the prelates from north and south
could discuss the issué. -~ Bul because of traditional standing

by the Church and the separating of the system and the trade

firmly rooted in the prelates' minds ,"'thensubject was &kept uirde|

the rug, It is also well.to note that by this time the ques-

tion had become most intense and complex in the national

=1

political arens. So the bishops simply settled on leaving’’

the volatile quéstion undisturbed and thereby preserved unity

needed to accomplLish the role and work of the Church in the

31

nation.

The prelstes wished to continue their seperation from
Abolitionists and to have their flocks seen as good American
citizens who obeyed the law, The Pastoral published in the
same year of the Councll urged the obeying of the Coverment®s
civil codes in the fo6llowing exhortations,

Obey the public authorities, not only for

wrath but for conscience sake. Show your

attachment to the institutions of our beloved

country by prompt compliance with all their
requirements, . . . . Thus will you refute

Sy
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babbling of foolish men, and best approve
yourselves worthy of the privileges which
you enjoy, . -+ o« s ’ ‘

Thus we see how the early Americen Hierarchy only defended

iy

hie

(@]

the Chufch and her Shépherd in regard to slavery, They

ticpants in the controversy save

fouud

o)
o
]

were not vocal politica

+

apologetics. In the next chspter we will encounter the most .
articuiate defense of the Slave System by an Ameriéan bishop.
The southern prelate preached this famed sermon just prior to
the great civil Qar, yet in maﬁy ways the stage for hisg work
wzs set and thus he reflected the works of England and Xenrick,
Therefore,“weccon&imue*ioiiraee*aﬁd9Show?%he:rbiea6fiiaexp@ien
copacy through the examplesg of prominent prelates with regard-

to our topic.




Chapter Two
The first Américan prelate to speak out publicly on an

important political issue of national concern since the estab-
lishrent of the episcopal see of Baltimore in 1?91-was the '
Right Reverend Augustin Verot, .Vicar Apostolic of Florida,33
Thils occurred on It Jenuary, 1861, in the oldest parish in the
United States located 2t St. Augustine: The occasion was

2 nationalvday of public humiliation, fasting, and prayer
called for by President James 3%3uchanam31'L - To tﬁe Bishop this
seemed the fitting day to address the problem which threatened
to cause the Unioﬁ to split itself asunder. The topic of the
pastoral discourse was slavery.

The prelate based the sermon on thevfourteénth chapter,

verse nine, of the Pook of Proverbs: "Justice exalteth 2-

3

(91

nation, but sin maketh nations miserable." The opening

remerks sllowed Verot to comment on reflections of Augustine

of Hippo's QOf the City of God. Verot used this work to ex-

b

plain the scriptural passage he had put forth as the corner
stone of his talk,

That illustrious Doctor doeg not hesitate to say,
that this temporzsl prosperity of the Empire was
the reward of the moral virtues which illustrated
the Roman nation in the first centuries of her

existence . . , . .+« They left us ad-
mirable examples of jJjustice, integrity, and
fortitude, on most trying occasions. . .

As long as this love of justice lasted, the
“upreme Ruler oi events gave success to their
arms, and extended their conguests far and
wide, until the whole earth was under their
sway.3 :
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2ctiong. the digintergration began and the empire ened in the

Verot used this example of the Roman Empire to illustrafe the
condition he saw the United States in earlier years. As long
as the moral order was ihtact the empite prospered beyond the

known limits of its tine, Put with the advent of immoral

f211 to the invading barbariens..

The Vicar then ekpanded on this as he progressed through
the opening thoughts, :setting the stage of the United States’
social and poliiiéalAsituation as it stogd on that January
morning. What was once a nation that rested on Jjustice, was
now perceived ss reédy'tq crumbie: vdiscord and disunlon are
repidly spreading over “t-he’«land'."37 The moral'respénsibiity
of the people in the nation now was beginning'io fall and the
result Qas to pull the state.into»a civil war.

The bishop continued this course by comparing slavery to
the *"fatal sandbank" which was té cause the "ship of stater
38

1o wreck. For both north and south the warning was clear.

In order to examine the cause for this great calamity, Verot

.

now began to eX@laiﬂ =t n - iy the prime guestion concerning
slavery, Wes slaveryAa moral snd lawful institution? Verot';
mean to answer this guestion came by way of his cléssical,
philosophical =nd theological training, and his own personal
experience in dealing with slesves and their masters,

In addressing the question Verot first defined what

servitude was and then put forth the notion that man hss no

claim on the lives of his servants since that right belongs

el




to Cod alone.

Servitude is the state of a person dependent on a
master, so0 ag to be obliged to work all hig life
for that master, with the privilege, on the
latter to transfer that right to another person

by sale, Divines and civilians who. examine the
foundations of gocial life, inguire whzt things
can come under the domain or ownership of men,

and they agree that we have w0t a perfect domain
or properiy ower our own life and limbs, but only
the usufruct of them - that is, a 1life interest in
them; =2and hence a master, not being the true
owner of hig own 1if and limbs, . . . can claim no
other right than the usufruct of his slave - that
is, 2 right in his labor and industry, &and the
labor and irdustry of his childrenHBé ~

Awith these statements the prelaie remined the slaveholders
of how far their ewnershipéxtendeds ‘These points would be
used to support the demands that Verot would mske in the second
.part of the homily,

Concerning natural law: “.‘, ; natural law does not

" AI‘O

establish or institute Slavery. But Verot stated that if

Uy

2 man wished to sell his freedom and labor for food and clothin
then an "equivalent" between the two parties could be con-
stituted..

The equivalent given by the master may be a

sufficient inducement for,some individusls to

offer thelr work and liberty forever. The

slave receives indeed an equivalent, 1in this

certainty of Dbeing always provided For . . .41
Verot therefore says this can become a product of natural need.
Other established orders for slavery included: 1) -captives
in wars; 2) condemned prisoners of crimes; 3) imprisonment

for failure to pay depts; 4) being a child of a mother who

was in the state of slavery; and 5) long possesion in good
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The one area he neglected as legitmste was the slave

1y
N
A i
5 oF
jny

ok

=
S

A}

Bishop Verot in the next section_of the pastoral set about
showing through scriptursl reference the legitimacy of the
kinstitutibn againgst the Abolitionist's stand. Sections from
Genésis showed the institution of zlavery from the begining
of the 01d Testament. The Jewish tradition not only sllowed
for slavery but had laws <o regulete 1it, But Verot not only
used the 01d Testament, but also New Tesament reférences to
show the accepted place of slavery in Christianityg

There is not a word in the New Testament o

prohibit it, %but there are, on the.contrary,

plain and evident approbations.of’ is.%3
Verot considered the Abolitionists as gbing'against‘thé law of

the Divine in their radical approach and lack of understanding

for the rights of the owners of slaves. Since most of the

bishops were not spealking out on the issue, Verot was compelle

by duty té do so, In fact in a letter to the Right Reverehd
Patrick Lyhoh, Eishop of Charleston, South Csrolina, Verot
stated that he had requested that a council of the American
hierarchy be convened %o consider among other items the "con-

. . e s cas s b4
demnation of the principles of abol3.“‘»::1.(:)1’1;1,sm.“Y

his sermon csn be found the reason for calling such a

In
council, Here he hadalluded to the Canon Law codes which
were promulgated at the Council of Gangre in the fourth century

These codes, Verot said, were used to condemn the same ideas

the Abolitionists now proselytized.
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Here 1s now the degree of the Council against

those heretics: "If anyone teaches the sevant

of another, under the plea of religion, to
condemn his master, and to gquit his service,
instead of teaching him to serve his master in

good faith and with all respect, let him be
anathemsa, No lsw could be framed more

expregsive and more pointed againgt Abolitionism,®5

In his vehement opposition to the Abolitionism, Verot
believed that it wés the duty of the clergy, especially the
eposcopacy to speak out agzinst these heresies, The Arch-
bishop of Baltimore, however, would not aéhére to0 the
elate's advice concerning a council due to the turmoil which

Le

s
H

now gripped the nation.

The Vicar was motivated to address the stand of the
Abolitionists because in that movement hg saw remnants of
"Know-Nothingism". That group had used the northern press in
the 1840's as a tool against the Church, Their:present §ﬁc—
cegsors now used the same kindling {O fuel fhé scorching of
the slave holders in public opinion. The backbone of zbo-
litionism was radical Protestant sects, These, Verot claimed
" used the same Abolitionists' issues as springboards to attack
Catholioism.47

Verot also launched out against the Abolitionists by
looking at the role of civilAlaw in the matters of slavery.
The civil law takes its authority from society whom it serves,
¥hile Verot zdmitted that some civil codeg prohibited slavery
around the globe, 1including those of most Christian states,
the United States by nature of the Constitution did not do

48

0, Pecausge some states had enacted anti-slave laws, Verot
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‘gstructure wag now being eroded of some of the strength needed

claimed that the Constitution which was the base of the nationall

to uphold the country in this time of trizl, Verot would not
question the legitimacey of the stand taken in the highest law

of the land in regard to natursl law, he simply regarded it

I

as the starting block for future legislation., Any differing
laws to the Constitution were to be considered false. and 'xr'o‘id,}*'L
To close the first éarthf his sermon, Verot attacked the
famous phrase, "All men afe,crgated equal," which the anti-
slavery movement liked %Quse as proof that the slaves indéed
desrved to e freed from bondage. This notion was false as
viewed by the bishoop. If some men.come into the world rich
and other are poor, and with -different:degrees of héalth,” .th
the equality lies not with the state of their human conditlion, -

but rather in the fact that they are men and will be judged

* : 5 - ) . ]
by their creator as such.“o "A man by being a slave, does

‘-’I
- : >4 P L 2
not cease to be a.man, , . "7 Verot then gives this sum-

mary of the offensive he has completed on .the Abolitionists,

The preceding remarks must convince every candid
mind, Thet the pretentions of Abolitionists

have no foundetion whatever in nature, or morality,
or the word of God, -eilther in the 0ld or New Tesg-
tament, or in the enasctments of law-giversof.

the religious or the political oxrder, The

fact ig, that there has been, in the nothern

part of the country, an actual conspliracy against

Justice and truth; . . . 1s headed by fanatical
preachers, Yes, Dbeloved brethren, the chief
cause, - . . . 3 Jlies in the misrepresentations

of ignorant and fanatical zealots, who desecrate
and pollute the Divine word, speaking in the
name of Gody =although they gainsay a1l the
teachings of QGod.52
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Now Verot shifted to the second part of his sermon con-
cerning the responsiblity plesced on the masters to make slaver)
iH

free of morsl error. He did this because he knew, e e e

the South hes not been, and will not, as a nation, be as
53

ient as the Catholic Church.*® This wags in regerd to

Y
ot

pe.

]

the impending Civil ar due to the pressure of the Abolitionis

UQ

Therfore the South must show elf to be moral and Just in

the practice of the institution which was causing all the de-

bate.

The first condition to be legitimized by the mésters was
2l rejection of the slave trade, nameiy that from
Africa. Jerot condemned the trade in very strong and hard
language Which backed the Lradlilon 2l teaching of the Church,

In the Tirst place, 1t is domestic slavery
which we advocate to be lawful, and to have
the sanction of God hilmself, bdut it ig not
the "slave %wade; or the African trade. The
Slave~gﬂ?de is ebsolutly immoral and unjust,
and is ageinst sll laws natural, divine,
eocle81?smlcal and civil. . « « This, next
to murder, seems to be the grosseft violation
of justice that can be conceived

Secondly, the rights of the freed slaves were to be
respected, No prejudice because of skin color could be tol-
erated with regard to laws Which expelled ex-slaves from slave
states and territcﬁies.55 In directing these words, +the
bishop spoke to what he considered to be paramount and in which
~his later course df sction and ministry would make him a cham-
rion of the freed blscks,

The third point, was made'in the name of morality, in
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the name of public decency, . . . religion, (and) . . .
Christianity."gé The item was that which northern’lbolition-
ists mést used as an example of the corruptible nature of
slavery, the misuse of femzle slaves by their masters, Verot
gimply reenforced the morsl lsw and called upoh the south to
protect and secure the "morality and virtue,"57 A very

similer issue proceeded snd drew admonishment, the laws of

matrimony. The slaves were to observe the laws, and the

mesters were not to force marriage or to deny the right +to
marry, While they could advise the slaves, they had no
right over the person and, therefore, could not interfere in
the matters of God and man, He pointed towsrd laws which woul
2lso goyern the sepzrating of spouses ahd the demise of +the
slave fami]iés.58
The "scarcely necessary to mention® condition for legit-
imizing slavery was providing the welfare for the slaves.
Ldeguate clothing, food, and shelter were basic natursl pre-
mi$e8.59 Finally, Verot celled for the right of the slave
to be provided with the knowledge and freedom %o practice
religion. Here, the bighop was unshakable in hig belief that
unless the master complied with this condition, he rendered
all previous statements void due to the Divine presence con-
sidered necessary for this human institution to be preserved,
Hence it would be a great crime, and s great
folly at the same time, in masters to keep their
servants in ignorance of every religious doctrine;

. . . and this flagrant injustice against the
souls of slaves would be the sure way *to render

T

.

i




"so dear to his people. He had found satifaction in working

Slsvery an,untenéti'. and ruinous institution,
deserving 1t 2 contempt of men, and the maled10~
tion of Cod

In concluding his sérmon, Verot called for the coming
confederacy tovadopt a code cdncerning the rights and duties
of both masters and slsves.

Iet, then, the wise and the virtuous unite

and combine their prudence, their patriotism,

their humanity and their religious integrity
to divest Slavery of the features which would

make it odious to God and man, Now is the time
to make sslutary reform, and to enact judlicious
regulations. e e » This will be = means of

proving 1o :the world that the South is on the

side of Jjustice, morality, reason, and religion,
this will be a Jjust V1ndlcaulon of Southern &
views senctioned by the Grezt Arbitrator of nations,”

Hence with Cod on their side, +the Morth would be forced +to
allow the practice to continue untill it was feasible to eman-
cipate the slzves from their masters.

Bi

U’J

hop Verot's sermon was well recéived in the South.
However, in the north it earned him the reputation of being a
rebel bishop. His motives for delivering the sermon stemmed

from a genuine concern he had for the institution which was

62

with slaves while 2 priest in Maryland,
éugustine, Verot had orgmnized fhe resources available in
order to evanﬂclwze the Vegroes and assist with the lmprovemeni
of their soc131 life, This ghowed that he, as the Catholic
Ordinary, was interested in all souls, regardless of color

. ] . 6
or social status, charged to his pastoral care. 3 Recause

-h

of these concerns, Verot was seen to be a friend of +the black -
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man, Thus, a secoud major concern,. the welfare of the slave
gave rise to the discourse of the bishop.
A final sssessment of the sermon points to the‘fact theat

Verot was simply spesking from a consgervative, {raditiohalist

approach to the question posed earlier in ihis chapter. While
te was influnced by his location, his was basically the view
of the hierarchy in the United States. ¥hile knowing that
someday emancipation would indeed occur, the prelate still

meintained the ri grt of the master to determine that in accord

with the providence of God. Whet is of importence’ is &imply”
the Vicar did as a bishop of the Roman Catholic Church,
address the issue publicly. what rust be considered sad, 1s

the fact that although the Church had is V od nronouncements conf
cerning the slave trade and the morel responsibility of the
masters toward their slaves; the system by now, for the mnost
part, was beyond the scope of ecclesial influence. The forg
Verot, in teking the Americgn Catholic stand, was not follow-

ing the more libexal European notions of what the Church's
z
e e ) el
stitutlon should be,
48 we shall see in the next chaplter the Bighop's sermon

wag to be read by many through out the United States, although

not until lszter 1in the conflict, 311l no one can dismissg the
historicel importence of the sermon delil vered by the French

eccented Vicar in the old Spanish church in thet Janvary day

i

of 18€1.
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Chapter Three
There wes little or no direct reaction to Bishop Verot's
sermon by the rest of the American Hierarchy. Due to the
coming secession, communitcation and media converage were
limited with northern vpavers printing the tract in the middle
or near the end of the war, The Archbishop of Baltimore re-
fuged permission for Verot to have the sermon published becausg

he considered it %o be controversizl. and the unsiable pcliticall

3,

. . , ' & i .
situetion wvag not favorable for such a document, 5 Yet this
document was the beginning of what was to become a slightly

more vocal hierarchy in the wake of the coming war. In order

-t

to see the views of the prominent members of the episcopszcy,

~

t of the southern bishops and the.of the

0

an examination fir
northern bishops will be pursued.

The man who was gerving in the See of Charleston, where
John England of happy memory had distinguished the Church, wag|
Patrick ILynch, 4#s bishop, Iynch was a strong supporter of
the South and the rights of the slave nolders, He accused thg
North of forecing the South to lezve the Union Dby using Aboli-
tionism to deprive the South of its legal welfare whereby the
slaves played a major role,66 He es@ecially defended the

South against some of the letters of Archbishop John Hughes

of New York, Tn & zense he wes the gpokesman for the South
r

o)

during the war, golng so far as to represent the Confederacy

in Rome, Much of the prominence wag due to the fact that

Raltimore was caught in the middle of a “border state.
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Regarding the Archbishop of Baltimére, The Most Reverend
Francis Patfick Kenrick, found himself in a bind, He person-
elly was agsinst slavery and a Unionist at heart., Yet his own
newspaper was z pro-slavery instrument. This psssage by Dr.

NMichael Gannon sums vup Kenrick, “Thus in the Civil Wsr, Xen-

rick chose to run with the fox and hunt with the hound, when

most of his fellow prelctes had opted vigorusly for one side
; pu o v
or the other.® The "Archbishop died during the course of the

war in 1863 and due to his less “theh - dynamic leadership as
Primate of the hierarchy, the bishops of the couniry tended
to follow the cause taken by their flocks during the wafm

Had he set a general course of action for the American Church;

perhaps even more unity could have been pwesewved.

St

Cenrick's Sugcessor 2t the time of the time of

Deglnnlﬁg, Righop of L001svwlle, wzs one Martin John Spalding.

He too was csught by the problems faced'by his own boadeér

state of KonTUCky - His vackground was one- of slaveholdin ng,
having been rsiged in the South. He wag politically moderste
68

and saw slavery as neither truly good or a damning evil,.

Because of the weight he placed on the issue of slavery Spaldid

thought 2 civil war as being remote; he frankly believed
glavery not to be 2 reag on for a war., He was able to make the
diocese hg had charge over come through the first part of the
war when Kentucky was pulled in both directions. Because of
his faithful sérvice he succeed the great theoldgian, Arch-

.

bishop Kenrick, in RBaltimore in 1864,

[¢5]
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Aréhbishop Peter Kenrick, Francist's brother wa.s also
located in a Dboader sitzte with his Metropoliten See situated
in St. Louis, Here he seemed to favor the South and in line
with these sentiments he refusgsed to fly the Union Flag étop hi
Cathedrsl, However he had earlier removed the‘Balconies‘
in the Cathedral where the-sléﬁes had been forced to sit while
attending services,  Because of this and the good works done
by the charity agencies in the Archdiocese for the men of the
North during the work, his political ideas were suspected,
although he was never underminded.69

Other sgouthern bishops supported the Confederacy due to

)

their belief in ststes rights and the unfair subjugation of
the Congtitution by northern Républicans. Among these were
John Quinlan of Mobile znd John ¥McGill of Richmond.  Quinlan

argued in s Pastoral letter of 1 January, 1861 for the support

it s

and defense of the Constitution by the confederation in the
South, This was 2 pre-warning of what was to occur if the
sides did not respect the supreme document of the country.

.Indeed, 1t could not be otherwise, Obedience
to the highest recognized authority, and assent,
without mppeal to its decisions, - is the only
plan in which state rights and congressional
power can move in harmony together. This

ig the Catholic principle; it is also the
keystone of the federal arch.’

.

Bishop MecGill, whose diocese suffered much during the
war, was so0 enthusiastic for the rebel cause that he even held

a2 service of thanksgiving at St. Peter*s Cathedral in Richmond

following = Confederate victory. He strongly resented the
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‘Father Catti, the following examples are presented,

’ . : - 1
North attempting to subjugate the South.?‘

The most prolific letler to be issued in the South came
from the Right Reverend Augustus Martin, Bishop of Natchitochgs,
iouvigiana, on August 21st of 1861, In“it he condemned the

wretched part of slavery, yet in such a way as to show that

this was in a minority, The letter is most important in that
it came to the attention of the Roman. Curia. The Congregation

of The Index investigafed the contents,of the letter, Father
Vincenzo ., Gatti, 0,P. was named as the Consultor for the
case,72 He gtudied the letter for severai years én@ used as l
pqiﬂt Qf reference the Apostolic Letter of Gregory XVI (1839).
This he took in a more liberal and expanded approach and found
thé'bishop’s Ietter‘in Qppbgifion to the meaning of “the Holy
Father's letter, = 7o Gatti, the Popévwaé'condemning not only
the slave trade but all domestic slavery as well, He recom-
menﬁed‘that the bishop be given a .chance to change his errors
before inflicting a hard censdrship on the Pastoral,

To see some of the Bishop's points and thelr critigue Dby

n: The manifest will of God is that, in
nge for a freedom, which they: are unable
fend and which will kill them, and in return
‘ ifetine of work, we must give these
unfortunate people not only bread and the clothés
neceggary for their materisl 1life but also,

and especilslly, +their just share of truth and

the goode of grace, ., . .

b
o
=
{
— o

Gattli: = The author affirms that the Negroes
are incapable of being free znd says that free-
dom would be such s great evil to them that 1t
would kill them, Therefore, he agrees that

-
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officlally pronounoe&. The case was presented to Pius IX

they may be deprived of freedom, and even
adds that such is God's manifested will, . . .

The examples set by the founders of raliglous

orders for the redemption.of slaves, by so
many ssintly monsrchs and masters who have
freed them, . . . belie this theory of the

Bishop, .. . ..

.

Martin:  From this point of view, which is
the only right one since it ig divine and
exgressod by Providence, ., . . glavery,

far from being an evil, would be an eminently

Christian work; and rather than the material

and moral improvement of a degraded clasa,

rather then z reslly human institution, it

would be the redemptiion of millions of human

beings who would pass in such a way from the ¢
darkest intellectual night to the sweet and
vivifying brightness of the llght of the Gospel, .. .

B

2

Cattl: We co nnot deny but it is a good thing

to et the Negroes share the SpiWitual good

which God has given and still glve to the world,

« « « TNow it is evil to deprive them of freedon
and to subject them to slavery; it is a violation
of the natural right; . . . The true Christian
good 1s the one Jthﬁ does not harm people’
rights; 73 '

Whether the Romen officisl fully understood the tradition

end area from which the Rishop attempted to communicate with

ig people is unclear. Put what is important is his inter-
tation of both Gregory's letter and the Judgement of the

. Pastoral, . mark a change in Vatican views of slavery as

-

who concured with the findings as did the Propogastion and the

wd

Index Congregations., Thus for the first time officially the
Church spoke of the evils of slavery. This was to undermind

the whole basis of the southern bishops apologetics,

£ 0

a2l and historic precedents of the past, with little guldance

ifter allowing the American clergy tc follow the traditio

n
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from the Popes, +the Curia now boldly reversed that course and
caught the Aimericans in midstrean, The Americans go long
without wind to propell their ships now had =2 gail but their

74

- sails were ripped in two. The new stance was not fully
apprecisted by the bishops until after the government had
emsncipated the slaves by Presidential decree.

Finally one other southern prelate expressed his views

on the question, +the Right Reverend James Whelan, 0.P.,. the

Bishop of Nashville. He,:.unlike. the other bishops in his regi r,
was supportive of the North andfhe result wag his inablity to 1

function as the Ordinary in his diocese. Because of oppositighn
by hig people, ¥Whelan was forced to resign in bad mental

heslth. >

1

ching to the North we find seversl notable prelates

j ]

Sw
who are found to be mixed in their personal feelings and. the

offical public stends they must pronounce. - The foremost spok-

—t

esman for the Northern Church was the Mogt Reverend John Hughed
of MNew York. Hughes was so ' prominent among both Catholics

znd non-Catholics that he was called on by the President

o

=

through Hughes's good friend William Seward, Secrebary o
tate for Mr, Lincoln, +o serve on diplomatic trips to Europe

and the Vatican. He was personally against slavery. Yet the

wer for him had to be separated from the Abolitionisgt aims..
Tts purpose was to save the Undon, which he belleved no state

e e 76

could rightfully leave,

Because of the then known stand on slavery by Rome, Hughgls
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was opposed to the forceable ending of the institution. As
an example of these views Hughes sald the following.
Put where slaves have been introdufed into
a country she (the Church) does not require
that they ;hould be restored to their primative
condition,’’
His feelings were, "While we all know that this condition of
slavery is =n evil, vyet it is not an absolute and unmitigated

78

evil," Ye saw while the institution was evil in pert,

it had helped 1o humanize those who were brought into its folds

-

As well, hik-trips to the south prior to the war seemed to show
a certain need by the sdlaves for continuing the praotice.?9
Therefore while being one of the strongest. supporters of the
Federal Covernment, he did not wish to see the forcing of the
South from that which wes needed in their economic: and social
welfare,

The second mqst prominent Church leader for the nort was
John Bepiist Purcell of Cincinnatli, | He liked the North and
z1lthough céu%ioug a2t the start, he quickly became stirong in
hig convicticon behind the Union. Fe, like geveral other o

northern bishops, flew the Union Flagz atop the spire of St.

Peter in Chains Cathedral in downtown Cincinnati, As well his

aper the Catholic Telegraph had long since condemned slavery
80

ke

and the sucession of the southern states.
Another northern bishop who wrote on slavery during the
Civil War : was Michael Heisg of Milwaukee. He wrote in 1862,

seying, ". . ., Slavery is certainl- a great evil, %but if it
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. : 8L . _.
is sudderly zbolisghed the south is ruined . . ." He goes

on that not only will the owners suffer but also the condition

of the slaves will be worse, Thus while being For the fdrth
he also sympathized with the plight of the “"u+h,

Once the Emancipstion Proclamation of 1 January, 1863
wes signed by Presgident Linciln, +the northern bishops were
more at ease in expr GSSTng feelings againgt glavery., As a

matter of fact the Church through its service to both parties

[l

o

in the war, stood out higler in public opirion and therefore

w2g able to be freer  in public pronouncements without fear

-+

fa

of political asgessinatio

Ll




Protestant sects. . As well with the emancipstion proclamation
most b1~h0ps,_No"%h~‘ d"SouLkwﬂhliiedffor¢ajgusﬁ~9nd*tonihe_

war and the obeying of the nation’'s civil laws.

In the Second Plenzry Council of 1886 the leaders of the

“imerican Church were reconciled =nd pushed for the improve-

cks, At the Firegt Vstican Coun-

o’
m

ments of the newly. freed Dbl
cil ih 18?0, ‘Zighop Luauq tin Verot, the grest leader of the
Snuthern Catholics, fought and spoke for the accep tence of th
fact that biacls did indeed have souls and were of common ori~
gin with whites, 7 But it was not until the Second Vatican

Couacil that the Slavery Controversy and the Church's officdl

teachings were full rectified and made.clezar. The following

i

s taken from Gaudium ct Spes.’

Whatever violates the 1nt egrity of the human
verson, such as mutilation, tOfture, in-
flicted on the humen body or mind, attempts to .-
coerce the will itself; whatever insults the .. ..
human dignity, such as subhuman living con-
ditiond, arbitrary imprisonment, deportation,
slavery, -progstitution, -the selling of women

and children , . . all things and others

like them are 1nfemous! ¢ w0 e Human in-
stitutions, prlvate or public, must serve

man'ts ends and minister to his dlvnlty. They
should be bulwarks against any kind of '
polltlcel or social slavery and guarians of 8l
bzsic rights under any kind of government, ...

With this new incorporation of beliefs in 1965 what was
the tragec story for the smerican Church that had showed a
void in Church teachings and leadership was finally over,

The Church is only as good as its members someone once said,

fts
Jeie

and 8 fortunate that the final Jjudgement on this matter

in Her history is left to the True Judge of the world. For




e

her part history sllows us 1o view the

3

to learn not to repeat this story,  o:

*Sed homo est homo!™

events and hopefully

»

“one .gimilar,




Conclusion

Thig story of the American Catholic Hiersrchy is a sad

one, Although personzl views from men of both sides were

strong on the topic, no one hed a definite public siatement

which was not colored by sectionalism and which truly spcke

}

the Christian rights zre intended for all, Madeline Hooke

N

0

(.

Rice has a very good summary of this when she writes the fol-
lowing.

The American Catholic hierarchy, with 2 few note-
able exceptions, has not veen distinguished for
farsighted or courageous leadership in social or
economic problems, During the years of the slasvery
discussions members of the hierarchy by taking
refuge 1n a concervetive church tradition,
entirely remote from the contemporary lssue,
contributed to the general impression that

their church wzs proslavery. They helped also
to reterd ithe developement of a consiructlve
Catholic approach to the slavery issue and
encouraged the pergiztence among thelr followers
of racial and nationsligt antipathies which

had no place upon the American scene, 82

The facits are that the bishops did nol respond to ‘the
Gospel challengs,,but rather esceped through the claim oI

political pressure and that they lacked leadership and support

from Rore. It was a time of dﬂhkpess in the light of justice.
T wda

It was the cloaking of morzl and natural law by the shrewd’

manipulation of human 1iv

U 2

. The prelates gtill believed that
o convert a soul and then lead it to sslvation was the sole

nisglon of the lo

!‘_J

cal shephexrds,
Howevew, It 75?@“*%y to note thsat this did not cause the

Church in America to separate as was the case in ceriain
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- We have had sent to us A Lract

“tivnism—Dbeing the substance of o
wsermon preached in the Church

sof 8t. Angnstine, Flovida, on the !
4th day of Junuary, 1561—by the

“Rt. Rev. A, Venor, . D, Viear
=Apostolic of Florida, and pow
~Hishep of Savannab.”

The text of this sermon is: “Jue-
“tice exalteth o Nation: but Sin
“maketh nations miserable,” Prov.
X1V, 24

Thosubject: “Rights and Dulies
“of Slavebolders”

The rights of slavebolders, or the
lswfulness of slavery, the Bisbop de-
rives from the Natural law, the
Divine poeitive law, the Ecolesias-
tical, or Canon, and the Civil law, in
all states of Society, and nnder all
governments. Tho proof of this
firat point would admit mo contra-
diotion, if the Right Rev Prelate had
shown that the law of Gop, whether
Natural or positive,or the Ecclesias-
tical law, sanctioned Negro Slavery
as it existed in the South, But this

the Rt. Rov. sermonizer does not|

pretend, or intend to do—so that all
this first poiut is irrelevant, super-
fluous. We muny say of it—1ranseat.”

But in the second part, with
apostolic {recdom, he plainly shows
the abominations of Negro Slavery
in his admirable instructions to the
slaveholders on their “duties.” And
this sccoud part we ‘present to oar
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readers as our own complete justifi-
cation for our unyualitied condemna. |
tion of Negro Slavery.

Wo had underlined and mmdcE
comments on somo of the Bishop's
remarks, in which, aw » Southern
citizen, he touches lightly on some
of the shortéomings of the South,
but we profer to present his remurks
a8 hé has uttered and printed them.
We partioulurly call to them tho at:
tention of the Now York Nution, |
which has made 50 bitter an uttack
on the memory of the iate Arch-
bishop of New York for not doing
what has been o boldly and so well |
dowo by the Bishop of Savannah,
We hope his eloquent and instruc- i
tive worde will be read and pomlw- .
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Vednesday, December 20, 1865.

SERMON.

JUSTICE ERALTETH & NATIeN: w0 XiN
©OMARETH . NATIONS  MISERABLE. == ['KOV.

sy, B4

Beroven, Brerunes :(—This is a prest,
n most imortaat truth, involving the most
womnentoud interests, which I deem expe
dient and pecensary, on this nelanchol
occasion, lapresent to yout earnest consid-
eration, “{’uuticu exalteth 8 pation: bat
sin mubeth pations miserable.” We learn
this importynt lesson from the Wise Man
who has wrtten the Book of Praverbs ; but
it ig not the result of his individual and
ersonsl wisdom which 1 present to you,
1t is the uparing dictate of the Holy Ghost:
who inspired and directed the sacred pen-
man to recery, in that portion of the Serir
ture, n maxik which is an imperiahah &
truth, because it io the word of Him who ia
trath itself-—yho ean neitber deceive nor
be deceived; tud indeed, heaven and earth
shall puss mmg, but His words shall not
pass away. Hut, independently of the
unexceptionsble authority of Him who bas
promulyated this sublime maxim of true
and geuvinestatesmanship, and of sacred
sud divine pditics, we have history to bear
witness to the truth of the sentence of the
Wige Man~'"ustice oxalteth & nation : but
sin moketh nutions miserable,” The rise
and {all of natoos, consigued to the pages
of historg. is but & coutioual application
und conlirmation of this principle of the
unerring truth.  The great Doclor of tho
Church~the patron of thia ity and congre-
gation—81 Augastine, in his admirable work
“Of the Gity of God," aadertook to show
the true ryason of the unexampled prosper-
ity of the’Roman Empire. That Empire
was the wost extensive und the most pros-
perous that ever existed s it extended iteeli
to the remotest corners of the kuown uni-
verse Bven the wild vations tbat could
uot be reached by its authority, respect-
vil sud dreaded ihe very name o! the
Romans.  Thut illustrious Dactor does not
hesitate to suy, that this tomporal prosper-

ity of the Empire was the reward of the
woral virtues which illustrated the Roman
nation in the first centuries of her existente,
and which were never more conspicuous
than in the men whom she placed at the
head of ber armies, and to whom she gave
the direetion of vivil and political affairs,
They lefi ug admirable exumples of justice,
integrity und fortilude, on most trying oc-
cagions. ' Such was their love of justice,
that one of their enemies, who had fonght
uguinst them with success dedrly bought,
kuowng that gald, which is so powerful on
men, could have no effect on the chief offi-
cer of Home to bribe or corrupt him, re-
marked thut it would be easier 1o tarp the
sun from his conrse, than the Roman
Consul from the puth of justics. As long
as this love of justice lnsted, the Supreme

until tie whole varth was under their sway.

then Wt Alwighty God permitted that
burdes of Barbarians should invade that
Ewpire, now fullen from its pristine justice
and integrity; and theze Barbarinns devas.
tnted ard overtorned the coloass! Ewpire,
sud swept its authority, ita grandenr, and

i1s very name from the earth,

Ruler of events gave success to their arms, '
and esteuded their conquests far and wide, ’

But, at a luter period, injustice, iniquity,
ambition, vovetonsness and bribery crept
into the Lmpire, and were found even diy- |
gracing the leaders uf the nation. 1t was !

Such is then the plan of Divine Provi-
dence in the government of this world T
iniquity, injustice, rapine aud bloodshed
seem ‘somelimes t0 meet with succesa, itis |
only temporal and epbemeral, similar to |
the devastation produced by a ewollen tor- |
renty but-duch causes cannot eatablish, set-
tle, and place on & permsnent Lasis, any §
civil uud political institulion: any govers-
ment that rests upon injustice, must veces-
surily erumble with ius tottering foundation.
“Justice exalteth & nstion : but sin waketh
nations misersble.”  Our beloved country
is uow undoubtedly vnder the operation of
that stern and intlexible rule of justice, at
the bauds of the Author of justice. We |
Ehuve‘hitherto been & nation prosperous bo-
youd eventhe most exaggerated concoptions
of o wild imaginatiun; productions of
every kind lavished by our soil; an abuo.
dance, not to soy an overflowing, of .the
circulating medium; exteusive fuctories, an
active commerce, and the rich and exuber- |
not frujts of indoytry by sea and by langd,
have mede the United States a parngon of
riches—a sort of elysian fields, in wh.ch the
overflowing population of Furope cume to
eujoy nbundance, riches, peace and free-
dom, Tha aspoet is suddenly changed: |
-the political borizon hes become glocwy; i
a day of huwiliution, festing and pruyer ia .
kept ovor the land, toavertimpendiog evils;
discord and disunion are mgidly spread-
ing over the length and breadth of the land;
the horrors of war, and of the worst kind—
tof eivil war——are staring us in the fuce, nnd
(the prosperity, hitherlo unparalleled, of the

country, has given way to mutus! distrust,
‘uneasincss, suspension of commerce, stag-
“nation of industry, suffering, und the wntici. |
_pution of evils yel worze to come. The,
,couse wust no doubt be, that we have for-|
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* gotten justice, nnd that sin has crepl fright-
Fally amone us to make ns miserable: for Al
mighty (iud batea in uv unly sin, nnd the die-
orderly bend of our ‘wills by which we lrans
grees His law. .
Slavery is the origin of the gresent dig-
‘rurbances, and is the fatal sandbonk upon
which the Bhip of State hea already made s
total or partial shipwreck. Injustice then
hos been committed upon this point,,
and I deem the present occasion to be &.
very fovorable one, to place before your
¢yes some truths which are of grest import-
ance to the natioh st large—to the North
and to the South—to thé people collectively,
and to individuals—to masters, and to ser-
vauts. 1 wish to show, on the oue side,
how unjast, iniguitous, unseri tural,‘ _o,nd
| unreasonable ia the sssertion of Abolition-
1:sts, who braud Slavery as a moral evil, and
\u crime againet religion, humanity and so-
Leiety ; whereas, it isfound to have received
'1he sanction of God, of the Charch and of
Bociety at all times, and in all governments.
(u the other side, 1 wish 1o show the con-
ditions onder which servitude ia legitimate,
Iswful, approved by oll lawe, and consistent
with practical religion and true holiness of
life in masters who fulfill those conditions.

Servitade is the stale of o person depend.
¢nt on a master, 8o as to be obliged to work
all hia life for that maeter, with the privilege,
iio the latter, to transfer that right to an-
¢ther person by aale. Divines and civilinna
jwho examine the founduations of socinl life,
inquire what things can coroe under the do-
main or ownership of men, and they agree
that we have not o perfect domain or pro-
perty over our owao life and limbs, but
valy the usufruct of them—that i3, a life in-
furest in them, and hence a  wmaster,
‘ol being the wue owuer of his own
lite and limbs, cannot be the owner or pro-
prietor of the life and limbs of a slave;
this high domain Lelongs esclusively to our
Maker: a master can claim uo other right
than the wsufruct of kis slave—thal i3, &
rizht on hig labor and indestry, and the
Javor and industry of his chiliren, This
being premised, we can show, to the watis-
faction of every one who is not determined

‘110 shut his eyes against the troth, that the

stute of servitude is reprobated neither by .
nwtural law, Divine positive law, nor bf the l
gcclesinstical law, nor by the civil laws, |

1| Those four Xinds of laws are the sources of :

qoli justice, of all right, and.from them
ewenate’ oll the directions and presorip.,
tions which govern the actions of men,
Natural or moral law s that which arises
from the nature or esseace of moral and
reasonsble belngs, and is engraved in our
beurta by our Maker, the Amgcr of Nature.
Such are the Commandments— Thou shalt
not kill--Thou shell not steal, &o, Divine
positive Jaw is thut command of God which
requires something in addition to natural
low. Boch wasthe circumcision prescribed
to the Jews, or baptism prescribed now to
'Christains, Ecclesiaatical law comes from
tthe Church, which God has established,
{with an express command to us to bear her:
:*'He that heareth you, heareth me: he that
‘despiseth you, despiseth me— Luke x. 16
{Civd law comea from the governmentannder
iwhich we live, and which it is our doty to
iobey i=—"Let every soul besubject to bigher
{powers."—Rom. xui. 1. Now Blavery ia
:condemaned by none of these laws, as it is
, tasy to show,

-ibe will be unable to work. Thee
o given by the master may be o auﬁ%

. As 10 naturel law :—it must be said, in-
,deed, that natural law does not establish or
:institate Slavery: no one is, by nature, the
slave of another ; but natoral law approves
of reasons and cauges by which & man may
become the slave of nunother man. The
"case stands here precisely as with regard
to the division of property.  No land be-
longs to anybody Ly the right of nature,
but legitimate tilles constitute it the pro-
‘perty of individuals. Any one, ever so
ittle conversant with history, finds Slavery-
estublished smung all natious of antiguity,
und it is not improbuble that it is cocval
with the division of property.  Writers on
-this branch of science assign the various
titles which legitimate o siate of Slavery,
sud which, no Joubt, must have been
originally the source and beginuing of its
introduction amung men. The first {itle
they assign, is the sale that 8 man makes of
himself to a marter. A man may sell hig
labor, and work for s duy, & week, a month .
. or s year: why may be not sell it for all
his life ?  Ifit bo said that & sale requires
& consideralion, and an eqnivaient be:
tween ithe coutracting parlies, this is
very true,  Dut the master gives an
equivalent, namely—food and clothing to
the slave, with ihe ussurance and security
to bim 1o find them a¢ all times, and es-
,peciully the promieo tg eupport and main
tenanca in sickaesy ond i, old age, wheg.
utvalent!
cient ip-:
ucement for some individuals to offer!
itheir work and liberty for ever. The slave !
‘receives indeed an equivalent, in this cer- |
"tainty of being a]wa}?s provided for—a cer- :
taioty which many distressed and stepving |
families in Kurope, und in the large cities |
of Amerien, would indeed appreciate !
bighly, as they know what a source of in-;
terminable care, anxiety, aod solicitude!

i
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this matter is for them,  Itistruly remark.
nble, how gay, cheerlul and sprighudy aro
the slaves of the South. - I do not hesitate
to g== +}at they seem to be botter contentod
thar  'r masters; sssuredly more so than
the .- nud gloomy population found in
the workshops aod factories of large cities.
The master therefora gives an equivalent,
This is s0 true, that, for me personally, I
would not eccept persons who would offer
their services for life, on coudition for
maintaining them forever, precisely om ac-
count of the danger of haviog services thag-
might prove unacceptable, and on account
of the heavy charge snch persona occasion
in sickness and old age, I know of masturs
who wera poor when they had alaves, and
hed becoms rich by setting them fres; and
I have no doubt it is one of the reasons for
which 8lavery has bycomo graduanlly ex-
.tinct in Europe. PN B

Another title of servitude mentioned by
caunoists and jurists,is captore ib & just war,
#s history tells ue how the captives in war’
used to bo sold as slaves. -The conqueror
could put them to death; it ia sssnredly
& better Jot for them that they be old ag
slaves. Christianity hasintroduced s more
bupean legislation in refersnae to prisoners
of war, for which we must thaok our,
Redeemer; but nature alone and striot jus-
tice declires that, in a just war, the van.

uighed forfeits his life to the viotor, who
oes him kindness by graating life at the
expeuse of liverty. Aunother title I must
meuntion, is the condemnation to Slavery for
crimes comwitted, or even for non-payment
of debts. This is likewise a point on
which Christianiiy has introduced milder
forr~~ but we must not forget that they
sre;  om, and not & sirict right: he who
is ¢o_. ‘mned to hard labor in a peniten-
tiary, would find his lot much improved In
the condition of a slave, Again, if o man
cannot pay hig debts, he may be compelled, -
in, strict justice, to work in order to pay
them, aud this, no doubt, must have been g
frequent title of servitude. Qur Lord men-
tions it in one of His pdrables, without a
word to ezngure what wee then a general
l)mctice. “One was brought who owed hia
ord ten thousand taleunts, and, s he had
oot wherewith to pay iy, his lord com-
munded that he should be sold, and his wife .,
and children, and all thet he had, end pay- .
wment to he made.”—Matt. xur, 26, A spirit ¢
ot philanthropy (whetherjudicious or not I
do not examine) has indaced medern Jogis-
Intion to suppressimprisonment, much more
Slavery, for debt, and dishonest dabtors nro
very partial to such legislation ; but tho an-
cients enterisined difleront ideas of stern
and atxict };nstic,c, foe which we ure not at
liberty to blame them, ‘

Nativity, or birth from & mother in & =
state of Slavery, is also admitted by writers
to be & Just canse of servitude) parfus
‘seguifur venlrem ig an axiom in law. "A
child fotlows the condition and state of his
arents, and the child mnst perish, unless
it be maintained and supported by the mas.
ter ; if the child conld speak, he would pre.
1fer being o slava to being exposed to the
necesaity of dying for want of sustenance,
and hence this title has heen readily ad-
mil; " ‘herever Slavery baa at alf existed,
at. Jderipture, a5 wo shall soon geo, con-
rmsit  Finally, we mention lang posses-
sion in good faith, wlth uy apparent title,
to be a legitimate cause for holding alaves,
This title wag called prescription by the
Lating, and has retained that name in sl
most all Eoropean langusges This{gtha
title introdaced by the general consent of
nations, for the security of property. If

’ Euaitive law condemns Slavery. If Slavery.

we have possessed something for & long
‘ima in good faith, thinking 1t is oura, it is
really ours, although thors might arise,
after = long lapse of years, some contesta-
tion about the the validity of the title. We
sce, therefore, that there nre many woys in
which Slavery may lawfully exist, nod that
such a state i3 not reprobated by reason, or
by the uatural or iunate notiong of justice,
when some of those titles exist.  Civil law
may condemn some of those titles in the
present refined stale of society: in that

" | case, such itles will be invalid, not because

they are adverse to the natural law, but
becuuse they are made void by the law of
tha land. - - )

Let us now examine whether the Divine

¢ immoral in ilself, no Divine low. con
commasd it of approve of it, beonuse God ...,
cenvot command or authorize pomething -
immoral; if it bo notimmoral in itaelf, atill

God ocould .forbid it, ua.be{orbade, in old .,
times, ,the eating of blood and of other
things. In this respect, hawever, we find -
that God, in the Old Teslamapt, under the. . ;
law of nature, snd under the law of Moges,
not only did not prolibit Slavgry, but sane- .,
tioned it, regulated i, 'sng'.swctﬁed the .
rights of masters, and the duplos of glaves, |
It would certainly be tedious to adduee all

the procfs of - my assertion which could he
extracted from the, Old Testament; a fow',.
of the rhost striking. will be smply sufficent, . .
Abraham was sssuredly 8 good maa; now.

Abraham was a Sloveholder, and o veey .

large one indeed. . When his nephew, Lot,
was taken prisongr, (Gen, xiv. 14,) “Bo ..
numbered of the gervants born in bis house

three hundred and eightean well ap-
pointed,” pursued and defeated the invaders,
and delivered Lot and all the people. The
Scriptore here approves of the titla of na-
tivity, by mentjoning that these slaves were
born in his house. .In the same paige of
Genesis, chap.'x1v., we find & more striking,
sud pointed approbation of Slavery.  For
reasons séated id that chapter, Sars, the
wife'of Abrabam,’ was obliged to treat with
severlty ber handwmaid-—or female servant-=
Agpr; the' latter rau away, and “ap angel
:!t}5 “the Lord found her by, s fointain Lof
water in the wilderness, fo spid 'tg ‘her::
Ageg, hendmaid of Barai, wheney: comeny
thou'} &nd whither goest thou? " Andehe
angwerad : Iflee fronthe fage of Smii 35

8 A Angel-of  the Lt .
miftrest.  And the Apgel-of .tk kg%?l g
@ty

tol h;lg ; wBem{u’i'.gQg' th is
- bu o}f pnder her ‘hapd:eev.
H&iouansx: !!I}uit all this be for-Alolition-
ista’ who petgin, their elief in thq Bibla:
God sends an, Apgel parposely to tell a rqu-
away slave to retarn‘to her mistress, and
homble herself to her; and Abolitloniats
have set sside all laws, nod torn the funds-
mental articles of the Constitution, to en-
sble rupaway slaves to escapd pareuit snd
just demands of their masters; L'bo. angel
proclaima .obedience and submission to
slaves, and they excite them to revolt, and
aro roedy to aid them iu shaking off the
authority of their masters. Nothing more
ia wanted to show that the spirit of the
Abolitionists iz not the spirit of the Angels
of God, the spirit of the Bible, tho spirit of
truth sod justice-but the demon of an.
archy, discord, stubborness and pride
Agaiu, the following chapter in (Jenosis
mentions thas Abraham circumecised all the
males in his houss, not oul{mose who were ;
born in his house, but also ‘the bonght;
servanty''—yv. 23 sod 27—whichshows that
the sale of Blaves iz not condemned by,

Page L

Beriptare, Indeed it seems that every page |,
3/‘ oly Wril containg some statemend. to l o
emolish the false and wnjustprinciples of | -
Abotitionismi? Those men muat.‘be,’igﬂor’-']_ .
ant even of the. Ton Commaundments of:
God; for the Tenth Commandmient 'alse: .
forbids coveting our.neighborg: propertys -
“nor his servant; nor his bendmaid; aor hik:
ox," &e-—Exod: xx, 17 The Lord: herp -
forbids desiriog and designing to take we¥s |
vanta from sheir.meaters, and the moderh:
fanatics not only desire, but actually  jake: * |
iniguitous megns 10 relosse’seivani¥ from* =~
their masters, in defiance of tbe ‘pldiosst . .
laws .of God. . Finally, the twenty-firat - ,
chapter of [ixodus containa laws, emanating . .~
from . God. himself, -to: regulate’ Blavery” =
swoug the Jews, The Jawish servant or
elave who had sold himself, ocould.be're-:- - .
tained oaly nyull -tha 'year of the 'general.
jubiles, by o apecial.law of the Jews. Thei *
- §ams chuptar»conza,ip;.sevo'nl provisiogs ! .
relating' o the same subject: - thay all sup: | -
: gose servitude ta bo' Iawlul - The - tweoly- |
fib chepter of Leviticus allows Jows to|
have bosdmen and bondwomen of the na- |- -
tions that are rpuad about them ' “Thegs! '~
ou shall have for servants, and by right of ! "
inberitance, sball leave them to your post: -
; terity, and shall possess them forever’~ev
344, 45, 46. Here in Blavery sgain sanc-:
:tioued and approved by the laws of God
“himself, consigned in & Book which all re-
vere ns the Word of God. Cun there be
suything, then, more uuseriptural -than
Abolitionism: and if this country be the'
country. of the Hible, agsome have agaerted,
Abolitionism must bo then of exotic growth. |
I am nware of an objection—which ia in-
doad &' serious one-wbut which 1 mest at
once, becauss it will wonderfully strengthen |
my srgument. The Jews were s rude and |
carnal people:. their religion was but rudi-i
mexntal and Bgurative, and very {mperfect. |
These defetts have becn amended in the;
New Law, which has brought ail things to
porfection. New Law has abolished Slav-
ery, although it was allowed ip times past
Indeed, this is what bae taken place with
regard to some points relative to marringe,
Divorce, snd polygamy were. allowed 1o
thew of old.. Sull no one could sanction -
the practice of them by the examplg of the.
ood 1en of the Old Testameut, or by the
*law of Mosea.. .But the cuse is s clear avd
obvious as possible. Our Lord has ex-
pressly, formally and pointedly abolished-
divorce aud polygamwy : “They ehall bs two
in one;"” "“Whet God bas joined, no man
can put awunder;” Byt he hss not pro-
seribed or forhidden Slavery. . There s not
a word io Lhe }\]ﬁgf'{’g{tﬁmqat to prohibit jt,

buy there are tha conteary, plajn and
eviv}euﬁ’g"g'_' %) T;ﬁit-‘ In the pight
cha Len,of,%,t,, wysa Centorion Blave
holdey -compy to, ¢ur Lord to ask for the.
curs’ of his’ r,jv\pnt,p%nd,. in the coupse of
the conl egggho,ﬂ. the_ Centuriop sags : . ¥]

have ‘soldiers upder me; and I say to this.
man go, and hie goeth; 1od to another come,

and ke cometh; and to my servant do this, .
and be doeth;’ spnd 'Jesus hearing this
wondered, and 8aid: “Amon; Isayto you
1 have not fouud 8o greot faith in Ixpael” .
How different 'wag tbis way of acting from .
that of ay Abolitienist, ™ “The latter wonld "
bavy reprosched . the "Centurion for the’
criwe of iojugtiee, barbarity and inhuman-
ity in keeping alaves. Jesus, on the con.
trary, not anly has no rebuke to administer
on tho score of Slavery, bul udmires and
praises the foith of that mwon, aud grants a'
cure to his servant, a manifest and incon-
testible prool thet our Lord did not beld

the Centurion geilty for having a slave,

3
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Let it be remarked that the word sorvant,

bere in the passug s wlready quoted, means

& slave—in Latin, serous—-and whea the

Suripturo spenky of servants in 8 fiwited

gense, a3 are the white servants amusog us,

they are called hivelings orlaborers,  The
2Ty, who were taught by our Lord,

o 10 preached Iis Gospel, and estab-
li'_ .. His Church in cvery part of the!
world, had also to speak of slaves, snd they
buve done so in their tuspired writings, so
a: to leave no doubt on the right which
s misster hua to keep his slave, and on the
obligation of a slave o honor and obey his
master. St Paul, in the seventh chapter
of the First Epistle to the Coriothians, says
positively, that each one ought to remain 1u
the state of lifo in which he was called to
Christianity—slave, if he wasslave; free, i
he was frep—Tfor thisis of little conasquence,
yiewed in reference to the nextlife: “Let
every man abide in the same calling in
which he wns called. Art thou called
being 2 bondman ? care not for it; but if
thou maysst be made [ree, use it rather,
For he that is called to the Lord being
boudman, is the bondmon of Christ”|
From which we see how far the Apostles
were from the doctrive and practice of
modern fanatics, who eshort slaves to
make themselves free by ang means they
can, per fas et ngfas. St Paul, in several
of his Epistles, speaks of the mutual duties’
of slaves and muaters; he never dreams of

the new duty invauted by Abolitionists—the
ipretended duty for the mauster to liberate
jand manomit his slave, and the, duty for
: the slave to runaway from his master, even
by using violence, and causing bloodshed.
‘The inspired Apoatle tells theslave 1o obey,
ns & point of consciencs, as a nooessary
r~-~= of salvation ; and hea tella-the master
t it the servant with justice and -kind
ti.__.  Thus, Colos. i, 22, “Bervadts,
obey in all things your maaters according
to theflesh, not serving to the eyes, as pleas-
ing men, butin simplicity of heart, fooring |
God . . .7..." Maaters, do to your servants |
that which is just and equal, knowing that '
Yon algo have s Master in Heaven." Bimi-
ar ‘admobitions écour ‘in séveral other
Epistles : it would be superfiuous to guote
them. Thete iz a passage yet more pointed,
{ Tim., ch, 71: Whosoever are gorvants
abder the yok, let thpt coitat 4 ;?i:r 1ag:
tors: worthy of all bonds, lest the ngnip
docfrine of {he Lord be blasphempd.. & .
Thepe ' thxﬁga tesch and gg?hork 1If
mﬁ“ ; ‘Q r".iset “an . gonas W 4 30
4the words of 6%3 Lord Jesus 'Chﬁ?%”‘?‘bgd' 4

tha} doctrine which is &ccoqdingto*p‘ety, he
is ’Froud, knowing nothing;" and, traly
Abolitionism is but 8 compound of insuffer-
able pride ard unpurdonable ignorance.
8t Peter, First Epistle, 1. 18, })ointﬂ ont
the duty of obedience to servauts in all.cases
whatever: *'Servauts, be subject to your
masters with all fear, not only to the goad
and gentle, but also to the forward.”  But
facts instruct ug belter than words, nnd we
bave to see the conduct of St, Paul with re-
gord to & fugitive slave, to judgoe Letter of
the glariug opposition of Abelitionism to
the Apoatf:;s, und to the Sacred Seripture,
The Lpistle to I’bilomon is a short page of
the Sacred Volume, which they should in-
deed desire toexpunge. Philemion had s
slave_called Onesimus, who ran away from
h,; ster, a eitizen of Colossa: and whow
5 4l found in Rome, and converted to
Christianity, Now St. Paul found in Onesi-
mus qualities which made him desirons of
his services in hiz musistry, What did the
sreat Aposile du? Did Lz tell Quesiuus
that be had beeu right to run away, und
procure his liberiy at any price? No; he

sent back Onesimus to bis master with an
Epistle, which is a perfect model of sweet,
ersuasive cloguence, begying Philemon to
orgiva bis sluve, und send him back
to him, as he peeded hiz services in
the bonds of the Gospel. L'aal hadj just
claims on the gratitude ‘of Philemon; still
he would ot detain his slave without his
consent, but gent him back, that his master
might he perfectly fres togrant or to refuse
the fuvor asked of bim. How different nry
these views of St. Paul, aud of the Word of
God, from thoss which are entortained by
Abolitionists! - .
We have now seen how both the Old and
New Testament admits, sonctions and au-
thorize Slavery, from which we concjpde
that this atate of Jife is not against the ki)i-
vine and positive law, © We add now that
the Church has made no general law
sgainst Slavery, but hos keXt up the toach-
iug and examples of the Apostles on this
point, leaving masters at liberty to keep or
to manumit their slaves, as they thought
roper. The book I have in mi hands,
'geloved brethren, is the Canon Law, or
3 Law of the Church.  Now the book is full
of passages relnting to slaves; and to at
| tempt to prove that Canon Lew recognizes
| Slavery. nod_coupiensauces masters in re.
[taing possession of their slaves, wonld al-
hpost he ludicrous, and would be tenta
"inount to an attempt to prove that the sun
‘ghines in the heavens, at mid day, as thero
.are whole chapters, indeed, aud sections on
.that matter. Not to detain you too long,
‘beloved brethren, 1 will content myaelf with
one or two quotations thut will, indeed,
cover the whole ground of the discus
sion. The Copon Law contains several
provisions in relation to the ordination
of alaves, ps the example of St Paul or-
daining Onesimus, seems to have been a
recedent for sueh appointments. The
sighty-first  Apostolio  Canon aays that
plaves may be ordained, if manumitted by
their masters; but if they be admiited to
the clergy without the wilr of their masters,
they must be returned to their mastors.
Now we see this to be done from the same
Cunon Law, Distinct. 54, ch. 10 where the
Pope orders one Leontius, who had been
| promoted to the lower ranks of the plergy,
to be under subjection nnd obediencs to his
master 1n the condition of & sisve. As-
| surediy the Church could not have resog-
uized the rights of masters’ in & mors
forcible - or  pointed manner; mno one,
then, has a right to take slavea from their
‘masters ngainst the will of those masters.
The Canon Law, can. xvit ques. 4. ¢. 37,
cottnins o dectee of the Council of Gan-
Bres, held ia the beginning of the fourth
contury,which coudemna heretics who main-
tained ‘the principles of modern Abolition-
ists; whonce wa sce that the fauatica of
our day have not the merit of having in-
vented their hypoeritical schewes of ?&lse
philanthropby ; they bad predecessors in
the early nges of the Church, who wiabed to
Hiberate, und who denounced masters as
‘gnilty‘of injnstice and inhumanity,  Here
is now the decree of the Couucil against
,those heretics: “lf wny one teaches ths
-gervant of auother, under the plea of relig-

l{on, to contemu his master, and to quit his |

|service, instend of temching him to sarve
|his master in guod foith and with all respect,
{let him be anathema.”  Na law could be
framed more espressive und wore pointed
sgainst Abolitionism.  The higheat penulty
inflicted by the Churel, that of apnathema,
| or excominubication, is pronouuced against
those who teach the doctrine of the Aboli-
tionists, and it is only an aggruvation of
_their guilt to allege pretexts of religion,
| and wrest Holy Writ in support of their at-

| cient to show that Slavcholders bave the |

{
bagis_pf all-jte-legialation:—ani; whataveed
| gt i o leidion e, ehsingy

Inationa miserable.”” On what nation, or |

Pege > ..
tempts. This'is indeed more thea auffi-|. '

ganction of the Church nud of Religion in
retaining the possession of their servants, |
Ecelesiastical 1listory tells us, aa we gather |.
from suthentic documients, that the Cﬁ;

and Monastries owned slaves; and 8t |
Gregory the Great—the learned and pious
Pope, to whom England is indebted for her |
Ghristiaaity—mwitq;he money of the Roman |
Church bought English sluves, to seil
treM free ond teach all Christianily, |
and also Barbary slaves—to uge the former |
in evangelizing England and the lat-|.
ter in the service of the sick in & Homan|"
hospital. We lenrn this from the letters of | *
the Pontiff himsclf  Ansuredly no slave
owner need seruple to do what 8o boly, 20"
zealous, and 8o Pearned s Pope has doge.

We vome now to the civil law in rela-

tion to Slavery, The civil law can modify, -

‘introduce, or suppress things or practices

whenever sinch enactments are not in dt- -
rect opposition to mora! and natural law.

1Heunce the civil law may prohibit Blavery,

and it does probibis it in s¢veral countries,
and perbaps in _the greater purt of Chris.:

_itien vations. Bat such a probihition takes
lits foree and efficacy solely from the cisil
Haw. - As for the United Btataa it is-plain’.
‘that the Copetitation, framed after the War

‘of . Iudependence, recognizes the telatious
iof maater and slave youd that'the Taw of
' the’ Unitad Btates, gives a right 10 the mes.
@erto!echqnan:dg seize hin fugitive slave,
wherdvor . he myyhe found . within ‘ the
Unitod Stgtes. No matter whelier tha die:’
pamy~Wwa#, is;:true, or- falié, "{t7wus tha|
stamdn of the uetiqn's [ifo~-it hifth—ite] .

existencs, its all firfure—. 14 wia to be the'

wad 10Oy A Wig e
henoefurth?ﬂ*ﬁg the "natlon,. geﬁ:a{@ﬂ}emge,
augd wrong.: {Theag ytateurents srg updents,
bk, pod therd is’ nd-pgcasion for .me to?
dorel gn a jpoink. kaowa to ¢vergbady.”
" Btatap which have. ensete Taws,

agaluss the Qgnstiudtion! and tie Legisla-|
t ;%gqhe ‘f&éﬂd Stagglg‘ ha%@—"gs pod that
vory fgundafion of socialorder, snd ara'the |

true ahd peapdnsible causes gt sgentaof .
the misfortunés which have already befallen ! .
the nation, and of the greater calamities)
with which it is tbreatened. Tte worda of
my text receive here their application-:
“Sustice exalteth & nation : but iin maketh

putt of nations, bas the misery falleu ?
Before concluding this firat part of my -
address, T muat take s cursory notice of the |
reasons and objections raised by Abolitien.
ists against the doctrine delivered in the
preceeding remarka. I will not notice the
allegation of agrarians mnd anarchists that
‘gl men are horn free aud equdl” This
assertion, although liberal and prpular with
a certain cluas of persons, is, bowever, false
and a glaring falsehcod. Some ars born
poor, and others rich. SBome are born
weak, puny and unhealthy; otlers stron
snd healthy, . Bome are bornidull sn
stupid, othors of quick and peastrating in-
tellect, eta., vtc.; for the enameration would
be too long. The true ground  equality
in men i that we will be condeamed by our
Maker only for guilt voluntarilyand freely
inourred, or rewarded in the negt life only
for the supernatural good we will have ac-
complished in this life, only br having,
or for wot having, loved our neighbor. as
ourselves, Yea, but hefore tha bad clause
in the Conatitution was the Declaration of
Independence—that all men e, or ought
to bo—{ree and equal iz many,if not in eli,
thinge. In all these rospects sslave is ab
golutely on the same footing witt his master.’
But the Bible is brought forwsrd egainst

areb "
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Slavery, and Abolitionists of course quots
the Bibla in support of their thecries, al-
though it wust be apparent to every one
“from the quotstions already adéuced, that if
‘the battle of Abolitionism is to be fought
‘on Beripture ground, they are alrendy dis-
cerfuad,  Indeed, it is enough to remark,
tr ne of the modern fanatics have gone
te .- length of impiety ned blusphewmy,
a8 to asgert unblushingly that if the Bible
,upbolds Slavery, the Bible must be nmend-
‘eg. No better confutation «f Abolitionism
need be sdduced, than the necessity to!
which it drives its defenders of uttering exe-

crable impieties and blaspbemies, Those

who would not set aside the autharity of
the inspired volume, sllege from it these

general maxims, that Christ hag liberated

us; that there is no slave in the Christian

religion.  But it is evident they speak of
spiritual liberty, the only oue which de.
serves the nawe, liberty from sin, Kberty
from corrupt inclinations, from Satas, sud
uot libesty from civil powers, and meaters,
to whowm they teach positively and expressly,
that . obedience is dua; 80 that to resist
them, i3 to resist the appointment of God.

{lence, the passage which says there is uo
sleve, rung thus, Galatuir, 281 “There is
neither Jew nor (reek; there is reither
bond nor free ; there is neither mule nor fe-

male For you are all one in Jesus Christ.”

Words which it would be ludicrous to allege

it imim\in% the extinction of domestic
Slavery. he possages of Seripture,
however, which the Abolitionists urge

with greater confidence, are those which
commund men to piy the wages of their
lnborers and hirelings.  The following are
those they quote; Lev. xix. 13. The wages
of him tgnt hath been hired by thee, shall
not abide with thes until the morning.—
Dust xxiv, 14, 15, hus a text of the sgme
ir” % and St Jewes, inthe New Testa-
m robukes thus the rich.—Ch. v. 4,
“Behold, the hire of the laborers, who bava
resped your felds, of which you bave de-
frauded them, crieth; and the cry of thern
hath eatered into the esrs of the Lord of.
Sabaoth.””  But it is perfectly obvious that |
these quotations have no bearing whatever
on the quesiton.. Whea our Sﬁweha‘ldera'
hive laborers, they pay them acoordiag to
the sgreement wade, and this is all, that,
the Scriptire speaks of  The texts, herg'
quoted, speaks of laborers and hireg ser
vants, and not of alaves belonging to the
musters, for whom they work.  The very
fuct that the Scripture mules the distine.
tion between hired men, or laborers .or
slaves, ghows that the slaves are not en.
titled to any wages, hecause they are not
hired by the day.  Bluves, however, receive
their hire or a 'compensation for their ger.
vices in the food, clothing and dwellin

‘which they receive, in the care thatis taken
of them in their infancy, and iu the assur.

ance they have to be provided for in time

of sickness, und in old age.

The preceding remarks wust coysinee
every candid mind, that the pretentions of
Abolitionists bave no foundation whatever
in uature, or morality, or the word of Gud,
either in the Old or New Testament, or In
the enactments of law-givers of the religious
or the political order. The fact is, that
thera hns been, in the northern part of the
country, &n actunl conspiracy against jus-
tice and truth; and 1 s sorey I have to
s}" “‘;uu, w just regaed for truth and justica

.. Jds me to do ) this conspiracy
aguifist justice and truth, is headed by
fanatical prenchers. Yes, beloved brethren,
thie chief causg, the trae source of the mis-
fortsnes which weigh already upon the
land, and bid fuir to increase & bundred

| wetpons ugninst the South,

fold, lies in the misrepresentstions of

ignorant ond fanatieal zeslots, who dese-
crute and polluts the Divine word, speaking |
in the name of God, although they gaingay
all the teachings of God. They are the
false prophets, of whom the Scripture says,
Jer. xxuir, 21: I did not send prophets,
tbut yet they ran; I have uot spoken to
1them, yet they prophesied.” Now, beloved
brethren, they are the snme who have here-
tofore assailed, calumniated, vxllﬁed eur
Church, and bave resorted to the vilest and
most iniquitoys devices which iafernal
mulice can suggeat, in order to destroy oor

holy réligion, or that Church whick is found-
ed on the chair of Peter, nnd recognizes the
Pops a4 the visible head of the Church un
eurth. It is to their usfarions nachinations
thut wo are to ascribe the burning of the

the night drove innocent and dufsnseless
femoles out of their home inta the fields,
and the Philadelphin riots, where arsonand |
murder againat unoffending Cutholios, be-
came the order of the day; and eo many.
other acts of crying-injustice, cruelty end |
barbarity, during that religioua excitement '
from which we ate just now emerging; 1.
wean the movement of Know Nothingism,
During that period, the press, which ia
more or less under the eway of thuse funati:
cal lenders, -has teemed with the most abs
surd, unjush obscene, aud revolting slandedp
and  lies -against Catholic Institotions,
chicfly Convents (as in the case of. Maria
Monk) and againgt Priests aud Bi::{mépa ang

the Pope. ' The party, although s thovsan
times unmasked and convinced of perjur Y
lies and palpsble injustice, hus kepf on i{e !
course of vivlence, deception sud miscepre-
sentation. ' It seemed quite impossible for
it to lesrn any lesson from trut , modera-
tou and justice, because indeed it was
urged on by blind fanaticism; and by the
demon of religious, or rather anti religious,
bigotry. Those blind leaders, guitting the
sphere which thoy seem to claim, when
they siyle themselves reverned, have sent’
remonstrances to Congress sn points evi.
dantly out of the pale of po[iticgl and civil
legislation; they Lave alao invaded Siate
legislatures, and in thoss places have dis-
graced their proceediags by iniquity and
tujustice. It is that same pariy which,
bafled in its attempts against the Catholic-
Chureh, has opposed only patience; silence .
snd prayer to its unholy sttacks, and ex. -
naperated by the rebuke it received from
the uation (for, it could not destroy the
|ense of justice so deeply engraved in the
Awerican breast), has now turued its

the nume of the Bible, the liberation of {
slaves.  But the South hag not been, and ;
will not, as & nation, be as patient as the
Catholic Clurch.  As an additionul proot |
that this Abolitionism iz the same party .
!which hus lately waged war against the-
| Catholic Chureb, I have only to state a fact -
‘nsserted by the lateillustrions and eloquent
Bistop of Chacleston, Dr. England, in his
.treaties on Blavery, which his death left .
perfect, a fact of which e had been an eye |
witueas, namely, that the Abolitionists of
England presented regularly every year or
1wo petition s to Parlisment, one to ask that |
the slaves of America be set free, the other |
to ask that the vexatious and bloudy penal-
ties enacted nguinst Irish Catholics be exe-
cuted and strietly enforced. | raust like- |
wise make another remark, tho truth of |
which struck every thinking mind at the
ontbreak of the present disturbances. Pro-
testant writers have been extolling the Re-
public of the United States, ns, endowed
with woaderfulstrength, stabilicy und order,

Charlcston Convent, which in the widdie of - -

advocating, in "

~ T
when compared with the Republics of South #
Amerlea, v which the: majority of the’ ‘
people profess the Catholic religion. The: .
.invidious compariron has often been mads;
‘as if free aud liberal institutions could not
| prosper under our Church, and as if Protest.
jantigm alone could found, establish and fos. |
.|ter Republican Institutions.  The present |
stuto of uffairs show how il groundud thesa
viewa have been. 'Lhe factis, that roligion |
has nothing to do with the disturbances |i
and agitations of the Governments of |
8panish origin, which have sprung-up South [/
of the United Biates. The trua cnuse of -
those agitations lies in.the ambitiup,” and
other wicked passious of men who are un- |
willing to be controlled by religion, and |.
who deem it right to attack religion in
order to becoms rich from its spoils. ~ But
in the United States, if will be properly
and clearly religion or rather bigoiry that |
will have destroyed the beautiful {sbric of
‘| Washington ting the other great men who
wighed o much to keep the Government |
and religion separate from each other.
The Cathiolies of America have scrupulously
adhered to thuss constitutional provisions,
uaud have interfered only by preying for the
Hepublic, the goneral peace and welfare of
their fellow-citizens. As for the Protestant
Clergy, with, of courss, ‘honorable excep-
tiona, thoy bave brought about this deplor- ;
.able state of things, in which the South is °
:arraved agalost the North, and in which
:war, bloodshed, and sl the atrocitien of :
civi{ discord may yet have their sad exhibi- .
tion.' ‘Protestant {ntolerance and b;gotrg
have demotished - thip  beantiful -edifice,’
which wiadom, moderatiqn and prudence
had reared to political liberty, o

I must now, brethedn; Eaae to the second
jart of my.discourss, and having abown the

w.{phxep? ,of Blavery in gevosal, I must’

show 1He ¢onditions upon which this state-
of things!roceives. the sdbetion 'of justies,
of God -himas}f,., and of the .church—the
visible guide givén us by Our Lord Jesus
Christ.  Itia in this part that I may have
to mention wrongs which the South ought
to acknowledge and confesd; and if these
wronga be persevered in, this may be the |
reason why the Alreighty, in his justice and
wise severity, may weep Slavery out of the -
land, not because Sl&ver{' is wrongin il
‘| self, but because men will abuse it through
wanion malice, The mnecessily bf some.
conditions for the legitimacy of Slavery
must appear evidend lo everybody, Lecause
under the control of such bad mausters, it+
| wus bad {n iiself, and its abuse way {nepit-:
*lable; and benoe no law, however indiviae, |
could sanction 'it. A man, Ly being !
slove, doee not cease to be u man, retaining
‘lall the properties, qualities, aitributes, du-
tiss, rigﬁw and respousibilities ntiached to;
| buman nature, or to 8 being endowed with
{reason and understandiug, and made to the | -
|inage and likeness of God. A master has!
sot over the slave the same rights which |
he has over an animal, and whoever would :-

have yirtually abjured human nature, snd;
{would deserve to be expelled from human.

ditions which wust accompany a legitimate |
poscession of slaves. ) g
" In the firet pluce, it ia domestic Slavery
which we advocate to be lawiul, and to bave ’
the sanetion of God bimself, but it is not-
the ‘“alave trade,” or the Africau trade
The sluve-trade is absolutely immoral and
.unjust, and is against all laws natursl, di
Ivine, ecclagiastical aud civil. The slave-
truge consists in Lidnapping negroes by
. 1fraud aud violence ou the cousts ol Alrics,
{und’ brisging them to America for sale.
-1 This trade s evidently condemned by jus-
tice and humsaity. What right has say
lmans to stesl nnother wan und enslave
bim? This, next to murder, seeins to be the
grossest violation of justive that can ba

view his slaves merely " a3 beusts, would?

socisty. I will then state the verious con | .
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conceived. Tt is no palliation of thiz trade
to assert that the condition of theas poor
vreatures witl bo bettered hy selling them o
christiun masters In America; for evil iy
not to be done in vrder to obtain a good re-
sult. It is absolately evil to deprive them
of liberty without any just couse; no good
offect can render it luwfol  Desides, thut
¢ afluct is doubtful, as the religion and
«  ‘mtion of the whitea who commit such
norritle theft, must be hateful to those poor
negroes.  [Lis not au excuse for the trude,
tut un additons]l moustrosity, to say .that
thuse negrues are sold to the captaing of ves-
gels by other tribea who have captured them
in war; for the war ia for no other reason
than to make prlsoners; it.i3 not a'war,
but an abominable "pluuder. of human
beings, Hence the slavetrade: has been
most severely prohibited bys neorly all

expresalz forbiddon by the Uhited States,
and we hear frequently of vessels engdged

in that; abéminable traffic, h&ﬂng been
seized and eaptured by the med-of-w
1tbe nation. éfe to the ecclesiastical law,
his Moliness, Gregory XVI in the yenr
1839, issued apostolic lettors forbidding
most expressly this shameful commerce,
forbidding aany one to teach that it is law.
ful. In that document, his Holiness quotes
decrees of bis predecessors who had con-
demned the slave-trade, The letter of
Pope Gregory XVI was solemnly read in
the coun il of American Prelates beld in
Ballimore in the year 1840, All laws
stigmatize aud reprove the slave-trade, and

cation for the true friends of the Southern
cuuse and Southern rights, that some peo-
ple have expressed, or hinfed, o desire
that the slave trade should be revived, and
that the prohibition of it by the Govern-
ment should be repealed.
77 -umber .of advoocstes of this infamous
{ ‘isso small, that it may well be con-
stugred as vothing. Indeed, if o Southern
Confederacy was to authorize this worst of
pivacies, we could predict with certuigty its
speedy downinll, becayue it would not be
founded on justice, but on iniquity. - * Jus
tice exalteth a nation; hut sin makes na-
tions miserable”  But there is nat the
slightest foar of this, not now, thank God.
Ab! wben a megro king conquered his
negro encmics, did you not aay they for-
iteited their life to him, and their liberty ?
And could he not gell them ? And had not
the Southerners s fight to buy what they
bad a right to sell? | :

The second condition of legitimate Sla.
very is that the rights of free colored por-
sons be respected. The moment some
colured peopfe have aceuired, or possess
lawful exemption from Blavery, itis a3 un-
just to enslave them again, as it woull be
to enslave w white nran, beesuse the ground
of slavery is not in the color of the skin,
but the titles which make one the legitiniate
servant of another. It would be then a
walpable and unreasonable violation of ull
(Justice o sell them, or to expel them from
Jthe State, or to vex snd molest them mercly
ibecause they are colored. There is as
jmuch iujusiice in vexing the free colored
i population, as there would be iu vexing
fwhite wen, either pn account of their
origin, because, for ingtance, they ore
eish or (Ferman, or on account of their re-
ligion. It has been a subjectof bitter mor-
gfication for the lovers of justice and hu-

< Yy to learn that some State Legisha-
S have bl Lefore them laws for bane

European Governments.” It is, as all now, .

itmast be & subject of regret and mortifi

Fortunately,

ishiog ar gelling such persons. [ trust the
escutcheon of Flovida will not be sullied

by such unjust™statute, and that the loveal§
justice in which all are equnlly interested, |
will forever prevent the ettempt of such
uuwise legislution  Somey slaveholders may |
imagine that the expulsion of free negroes |
would strengthean their tenure of asluves, but
they are mistaken. Injustice will mot up-
hold anything; iujustice i3 u rotten prup,
which will only secelerate the fall of what-
"ever rests oo it.  Hence the friends of jus.
tice aud order have bean highly pratified at
the late proceedings of the South Carolina
,Legislature, on the occasion of a bili
"which was introduced to sell free persons of
‘volor, The geatleman who had to report
‘on the bill, g)llowing the dictates of jus-
;tice, whieh is never more imperious and
. more sacred than in the case of a contest
between the strong and the weak, poiated
out both the injpstice and the impolicy of
such s mensure, aod concluded energeti-
oally asgaiuat jt in the foliowing straiy,
which § can quote only iu subsiange:
% Forbid it justice, forbid it humanity, for-
bid it consoience, Let us zot by sueli'a
glaring sot of injustice disgrace our cyuse;

smiles and countenance of the Bupreme
Arbiter of all ‘evanta, in this, the bour’of’
qur need.”
oes grest bonor to.the hend and heart of
those who lead politics in Charleston, and
indeed there ia not p morg cry,ipﬁ' _coward:
ly, infamous tyranny thah that of :4 .sttong
overbment on colored people, precisely
because the latter aro weak, defenseless,
and incapable of protecting themselves.
Here is another condition I tnust mestion
in the name of worality, in the nams of,
public decency, in the name of religion, in
the name of Chriatianity: It is that the
whites do not take ndvantage of the weak-
ness, ignorsuce, dependence and lowly po-
sition of colored females, whether slaves or
not—availing themselves of the impunity,
which, hitherto, laws in the South have ex-

{tended to this eort of Iniquity. Itia in-:

deed right that the two races should keep
digtinet. and public sentiment repudiates
amalzamation, and hence such connubial
{alllances nre not to Le eucouraged nod
formed. But, thingy being on that footing,
every outrage against morals should be re-
pressed. It in the duy of the clergy to
protest agninat cvory violation of the moral.
law, and by making the present remark, I
dischurge but too weakly and imperfectly a
sacred obligution, attached to the respousi.
bie and dengerous office of Bishop, whichl
bold in the Church of God. I am’ a sincere
and devoted friend of the South, to which
Divine Providence has sent me, and Iam
ready to undergo any hardship, to make any
{ancrifice, for the true welfare of the people
swong whom Ilive; still [ must sny it for
conscience sake—who kndws whether the
Almighty does not design to use the pres
ant distarbances for the destruction of fre-
quent ocensions of immorality, which the
subservient and degraded position of the
slave offers to the lewd. I bopoJem o
false prophet; but, at the same time, I muat
admonish my countrymen that obscure, se-
cret and hidden crimes, often call for an
open, publio and solemn chmstisement at
the bunds of the Suprame Moderator of
eventa; and I must remind them that the
waters of the flood, in which the whole race

and render ourselved “urworthy of " the |

The conclusioh of the report |

" -imust glive in concubinage and ady

“|among #laves, :fg'; that

|t the dignity and excellence of & ggira. W

"of Iis holy commandments, Heace, maz-

Fage 7

of mankind was swepl off, ssve g yy
remnant, were gent g{ the &lmigh‘,zg -
punish an impure and lewd goueratiog, | §
must remind them that 8odom and Gomgg
ruh were cousumed in o shower of byryj
pitch and brimstone, becauss of the unngty. ¥
ral lusts of iLs profligate inhabitants, Itiy
but right that means should be taleg gy
check libertinism and licentiovsness, apd B
that the female slave be surrounded
suflicient proiection to save her fram.dls
houor and crime. The Southern Confafas.
acy, if itsbould exist, must rest: on mgryl]. §
t{r and justice, and it sould never ‘ga.;%
tied (o, w-special. profection from aligre,
unless: #f professes to surround §lpver
with the guarantees that will socurelt
slity and virtge, - ¥, ?
. This Fp,dsh‘qu another conditiopfhy
& subjeql. !&ndmd—;o the: preseding. ,-.gg .
that mateid onigl;;;elazion»\'be -Observid
smong slgves, ond thal tholos of . §
riage be enforced smong therm,; Al lnes
that thers havs been, und? thery i
‘fol abuses khout this ‘point, and 1 legyy it
§ « tha cobsclence, reason, snd good sensg of
any upright and virtuous man, whatker fog
con hless's country and s atate’of thingaiy
“waick therg ig & wofu] disregard of the hol
laws of morringe. Itis my dotyto pro-
claim tomasters that they have indeed
right on the labor of their alaves; they ks
can justly require of them obedience, rg.
spect and service, But they are npt g},
masters of their slaves In such o way thyy ¥
they can forbid them marriage, or préseribe g
it nt pleasure. Although they can fivedi. ¥
rections and advice to t_ﬁeir servantago thig ¥ -
point, atill thosa servants are their gwg X /
masters og to that. The titles to Slavery & -
includs only labor and service, but they &,
canunot .change the.nature. of mag,. 1;
would be unnatural und foolish ta suppoge %-
t.imtfthe whole mcehis deprived of the facg). ¥
ty of marrying hy their gervile Jependego: %
and it w‘ou’lds&y"g ghockin’g, “higzori:' and
abominable conclusion, to admit thay they 2

Hence religion and morality Jpoint o?:?;'
masters a strict and rigorouy duty, aot only §
not to oppose the marrisge of their gee. X
vants, butto promote it, and’to ‘procure for'§
them all the necessary means of avoiding &
immorality and crime.” ‘8laves must be ag. ¥
couraged to marry, and the laws of mar B
ringe must be observed smon them exact. &
ly ag among the ‘whites! “The law of (oq
admits of no diatinetion in this respact; the
laws of ‘morality are not differant with thel%:
different races of men, sud a alate of thi ‘
which is eriminal with the whites, cannof by
excuyahle with the colored opie. " Thare'®:
is but one Christiai code o momh';i and
hrigy;

&
3
»
3

oy

£

)

of domesticorder. Our Lord Jasas
bas appointed lawa and sacred preseriptiony
for marriage, which He has, indesd, rajng;

ment. He has not axce%?d anybody fry
the operation of these Divine lawy 3
voree and polygamy must be excludad fraq, 3
Christians, of elso the anger of GodreiT -
aecesssrily be provoked by the violgting oAl

His laws  Slavery, to becomea permaneyy
institution of the South, must be mady m
@ uform to the laws of God; & Southerg i
Coufederacy will never thrive, unleaq g5
rests upon morality and order; the @ d
preme Arbiter of nations will ot bigesd
with stability and prosperity & state of
things which would be a flagrant viglasy

>
5

ringe mnst be established and entorced §

anony slaves, and all the laws of Christse B
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_marringe must be heid up to theic faithiyl
observance, as they are among the whitey
.in every decent form of guciety; and thy
“aw of e spostle wust uppi{ 1o servanty:
* Marriage is honorable in ull, and the bed
undafiled” —Heb. xiu. 4. E
; ‘aer condition arises from the natyry
of. abial society—it is that the hushand |
and ‘wife are joined together until deah *
parts them. Our Saviour’s word oy thiy

cusunot pass away: " What God hua joined &2 .

together, let no men put asander.”  Heppe &
familics ought never to be separaled, whogii
ooce estab%shed. It is unreasonable, gy ¥
.christian and immortal 10 sepsrate a hyg. i3
band frow: his wife and children, and (o 433
the husband North, sud the wife South, agq 8
the chiidren Enst and West, A mum
ought not to be allowed to do thia meralys
for the sake of greater profit. Covetous.
ness and cupidity would not resder theylH
cond ict excusable, but would only heighteni
its black hue, Legitimato gain from slayegts.
cannot be censured ; but gain al the-ens:
ense of morality, religion and humagity s
18 o horror which cen but bringto speex :
ruin a fabric that would rest on if and NI S
wmit of it The assparstion of families s
fraught with evils and iucomvenienceg
which shock the moral Benae of averyhodyd,
at once ; but in the eyes of Leligion it pre.fi
sents yet-w’ greater iucouvenience. 'fﬁ
married- man, this married wotnah nosd:
separated from each other, cannot live |, ¥
continency; it would be requiring a miracl .
jof fortitnde and virtue, whigh, ¢annot be ex.3
pected from the generslitg of mau, mueh#:
less from o race more inclined to pleasurest
thau any other. Indeed, the sireogth andd
violence of animal propensities is {n tho insd
verse ratio of intellectunl and moral taculd
ties, which are decidedly weaker in the ALY
;" ace, agall persons of experience willd
t i~ Hence the people will be neceass g
ruy oapozed to aduliry, for the laws of Gogd,
cannot be get aside or iguored; tha form

rated parties will live in adultry and erim
aud be in the impossibility of serving G
ond of working out their salvation. Whg
n dreadful responsibility for avy maateghs
who hag not yet extinguished altogether ing
himself the tear of his Bupreme Judgetd
Tbere ought to be, therefore, a provisiog}
made and ssnctioned by the civil law, 19 bed"
¢ bar againat cupidity, that familiss shalhy
never be separated, and eapecially that thel:
busband and wife will hs looked npon ggh-
une person, inseparable sud indivisablel
The only sxception to this law would be thes "
commisdion of great erime by one of t
parties, whieh would reader them aubject toi
legal punishmeats, as imprisonment in 1443
penitentiary, for in such cases evea amoy
tho whites the husband is aepurated fros 3
his wife.

Amoug the coaditions necessary to rands
der Blavery lawful and reasonable, it igh
scarcely necessary to mention that the wasi
ter must reslly and in good fith provid &
food, clothing and dwelling for hia sarvag:'§:
This is the duty of the master which ped
quires no proof, and is admitted by all, sodl
of the Bouth, that the slave is bette. fod ardl
clothed than the free negro. - Theu is, ug
know, much misreprosentation and calumygl
rugorled to on this point by Abolitiarisyi'

i

their appalling stories about the bard &iggd
' ~£.~Iaves are no more than s maliciogs fo7

. If therg bave been cruel, tyrana::

mirriage still subsists, and hence the sepais

zgvr-hngm-tl mngiers, it is only o prool tiad
g' ere may bu monsters-in the human race;
Fut these monsters are found as well in free
4 in slnve regions, As for the generality
o musters in the South, they are humane
ind kind, snd moreinclined to be too mild
jhan too severe to their sersante This kind
Jueatnent ia the necessary effect of roligious
Hiseling aud practical religion amoug mas-
Ziers, and hencs it ongh}_to be the grest
Hyody of ministers of religion to spread the
irit of Chbristisnity among the people; it
gill do comparably more for tha relief and
pe bappiness of the slave than all the
Jhostical efforts of Abolitionista, This
wpirit of Christianity will teach the maater
Fio troat his slave with humanity and kind-/
:dpess, 83 6 fellow-being, and os s partaker
Zof the same natare, the sgame promises, the
“imme hope of eternal happiness, which
duxalt 0 much the hnmsn race when re-

Diban to write dowp hero the toaching and
f:gcommendnion"of the inapired Apostles
“Sconcerning the relative duties of msstérs
sad servants: “Bervauis, obey in ell
Jibings your masters according to the flesh,
‘Hoot serving to- the eye, ax pleaqmg men,
It in simplicity of beart, fearing God.
Whatsoever you do, 4o it from the beart,
s to the Lord and not to men, knewing
i7that you shall receive of the Lord the re-
ward of inheritance. . Berve ye the Lord
Christ; for he that doeth nn injury shall
receive for that which he hath done unjost.
iy, a8 there ia no rvespect of persons with
‘§God. Masters, do to your servants that
yiwhich is just and equal, knowing that you
slso have a Master in heaven."—Coloe. 11
32.  * Bervante, obey your carnal masters
geith fear and trembling, in the simplicity
44f your heart, a8 Christ, not serving 1o the
dgse 86 it wore pleasing men, but as servants
of Christ, doing the will of God, from the
Fheart, with s good will doing service, 88 to
‘Hibe Lord aaf not to men, sknov'n:f that
JSehatscever good svery one ghall dp, the.
Jawe sball he receive from the Lord,,
‘:%thather be be bord or free. And you, mas-
“Bure, do the sams things to thea, forbear-,
'¥ing threatenings, knowing that the Lord
" gtoth of them and you is in geavgn, 9nd .
siihere is no respecs of persons with him. '-:- :
sEph. v1. 5. ¢ %xhort servauts to be obedi- !
Jeot {0 their masters, in all things pleasing, ;
Zuot contradicting, mnot defrsuding, but -
'%,u things showing good fidelity, that they
"Snay sdora the doctrine of God our Baviour
Loallthings”~Tit 1. 8, What 2 useful snd
"4 xtensive subject of meditation for servants
#ind magters. If both come up to the ve.
Zyuirements and exhortaticns of Christian
Hporality laid down by the Apostles them-
Zilves, then servants will truly be happy,
étud will love .and serve their masters from
heir bearts, and wmasters will also find in:
/jbeir servants protectors, devoted friends,
~geing subjects, who will take their interests
4w beart, sud be wore like childres than
Faves.  Such, indeed, were the servants of
FAbeam, whose virtue, faith and religion are
'gn theme of protss in the Saored Beripture,

AL oo
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., #vbo numbered three hundred and eighteen

“aren in his house, who exposed their lives
Zfor the iaterests of their mauster, and ob-
duined for him a glorious victors. These
Fue the dispositions which true religion
4 gculd instill in the breasts of servants, and
Jubich wo would witsess generolly among
{ servanty, if religion presided over out fami:
}es und ypluntations. In ihe absence of
i%ztas element of brderund pesce, nlus' mns-
Toers buve no greater fear than from their

eevants, and what blosdny s wenld @t

pot be Tur mastera themsoives, if their ser-
In.r:‘.n wonld fabibe the tror vl genuine

Jeeived in the light of faith and Chrietian |
Jrevelation, and "hence I.do nothing better !

{ far better in this world; dind will be the in-
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spirit of Christianity 7 What of Sunday’,
work ? . I
This lends e to'tho lust condition which ' -
] wish to moution for tho lawlulness of 3la-
n-rg, To iw, that gtrvants must be provided. |
with the means of knowing and practicing
religion, 'This is & sacred, indispeusable,
bounden duly of masters, the neglect of
jvhich alone; if they bad committed no
other fault, wonld expose them to eternal
damustion. Servants are moral, responai-
ble aod rutional beings, accountable (o the
Supreme Arbiter of sll thirigs, as the mas-
ters themselves.. They mnst save their
own souls, and bave, a8 well es their was-
Jters,” no otber affair worthy of tho name |
in this world. - They bave an immortal’
soul, ,made to the image and likensss of -
(od, snd redeemed by the blood of Christ, -
The loss of dach » soul is & greater mis-
fortune thap the deatruotion of the whele
world.  Man is ou parth, only to .save that .
soul by the lovd and gervica of God, and |
the slaye has the same ﬂihts and doties !
a8 the white man: ' .“ There is neithee]
Jew nor Qreek ; there is neither bond nor
free ;“there iy _neither' male nor femsls;
jfor you are all.one in Jesus Christ’ '~
Qal 1. 28, It ia, therefore, evident that
the slave must be made acquainted with |.
everything neceasary that he msay save his! -
soul . The manier who bes the time, and !
tbe services of bin slave, is bouud by nate-
rallaw, as also by the divins and ecclestas.
tical law, to instruct his servents in their
religious duties, or ta bawe thom inatructed
by proper persons. -. He hos, with regard to -
that, the same obligatione which parents |
gontract with regard to their children, |
Hence it would he o great crime, and a7 .
reat folly at the spme time, in masters to | |
eep thelr servants in ignorence of every i,
religious docirins ; those lost souls” wouldf -
cry out to  heaven aguinst them forl
vengzance, und this grand frjustice i .
ayainst the souls of slaves would be the .
sure way to yender - Slavery an untenable -
and ruinous Institution, deserving the con-
fempt of men, and the malediction of
God. It would bo ‘tresting slaves like-
bensts, and us this is supremely nunsiural,
such a state of things would %e 8 furced
and violent ong, and -could not stand, aod
God would owe it 1o his mercy, wisdom und .
justice, to bring about the gpeedy ruin of
sueh an uijust ‘and iniquitous institution.
On the contrary, if the slave be taught his
relif;ion, the patyre and destination of Lis
3
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soul, his duties to God, end the rewards as
well 8 the chastisements of the next life,
he will then act rensonsbly; many will fol-
low the sdwmoritions of the spostles, and
thus the mutaal happiness and satisfaction
of servants and masters wilbbe surely and
eficaciously promoted, A Christinn nnd
religious mastor may easily become n wost
effectual missionary, enforcing amony his
servanis, by his sworde and examples, the
love of moralily and -vigtue, gainiog them.
to God, and by bis kindneas winning their
aflection aud love. He will thus be served

strument of 1be eternal buppinesa of many
i the next world, whicl s indeed the Lighe
est aim of humwan nmbition. Huppy ure

sunglirs who own thoee elaves, and Linpier
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are the servnuts who belong to them, Phe
number of such waaters iz not larye; bul
wo have known wome who bud truly upon
1this, the Christian Spirit, und did uot hesi-
tate to sacrifice une afternoon every week,
calling in s Clergyuan to give theirservania
once a weck, a homely and familiar ingtrac-
tion adapted to their wunts, besides the Sun-
d~ " "ich they had free {or the perform-
& | their religious duties,

awe gubject wﬁ:icbl bave presented to-
dsy t0 your consideration, beloved breth-
ron, is ous of grest importance, and is to
haven ewer!’u? influence over the stability
of the Southern Confederacy. Such a Con-
federacy will, to all appearance, be formed,
‘and such ia the rapid march of eveats, that
the dismemberment of the Union is already
consummaled, and the faint hopes of & per-
manency of the Union, which existed yet
when the first pages of this paper were
written, have altogether vanished, and the
new flag of the Bouthern Confederacy is
pow given to the breeze, and waves uader
my eyes. Now if that Confederacy is meant
to be solid, durable, stable and permanent,
it must reat upon justice and morality.
# Jystice exalteth a nation, but sin maketh
pationa miserable,” Itis undoubtédly true
that the law of Ged does not reprove Sia-
very ; it is nndoubtedly true that now the
sudden end abrupt manumission of slaves
would be a misfortune of appalling magni-
tude, more go yet for the sluve than for the
muster, Let, then, the wige and the virtu-
ous unite and combine their prudence, their
patriotiam, their humanily and their religi-
ous integrity to divest Slavery of the fes-
tures which would wake it odious to God
and man,  Now ig thetime to make a salu-
tury reform, nod to enact judicious regula
tions.

1 propose, a8 the meana of setting the new

; me?edvemcy upon a solid basis, that a ser-
v, de bedrawn up and adopted by the
€ lerncy, defining clearly the rights and
dunies of mastere, and the rights and duties
of slaves. This wsil de the means of prov:
ing to the world that the South is on the
side of justice, momlit;, renson and re-
ligion. This will be a just vindieation of
Southern views sanctioned by the Great
Arbiter of nations; this will be & most tri-
umphant confutation of the charges which
bigotry, ignorance, fanaticism and malice,
clonked under a reverend garb, bave for
yesrs heaped against Southern institutiona.
We Liave assembled to humble ourselves
under the remembrance of onr manifold
tranagressions, The subject whick has been
presented to you on this occasion affords to
the North and to the South just aubjects of
humiliation, sorrow, confusion and bomble
"|sccusation before the Bupreme Roler. Lot

us, beloved bretbren, accompany these son-
timents of humiliation and grie¥ with great
copfidence in the meroy of God, who often
permits trapsitory sufferings in order to de-
rive from them sabstantial snd lasting good.
Let na remember how the Jews, nuger Ea-
ther, baving rcogurse to penance and
prayer, were suved miraculously from their
encmies, who themeelves fell ‘into the pit
they hud dag for their offending brethren,
Liet us vemewmber how the thrents against
Ninive were averted hy the humilintion and
peusnce of the people, and let us hope, in '
the midst of the saud forebodings which
reach uy every day, and in tho midst of the
runors und eries of civil war which seem to
1o mage every day nearer and nearer, that
Providence, who has in his hauds
carts of Kings, éulers anl statesinen,
will avert calamities from our heads, or at
‘i--:m ¢rant us the grace of so profiting by
jHie temporal evils to which we way be sub-
Hedted, 1:;&2' by Fiisnes, recdanation, sub.

Q:‘qu ¢

Cwnzsion to the will 67 heaven, wo mny ¢xpt-
Jute our past fudty, sungel st least wopirt of
Uhe Jebt we owe to Divine Jurtice, sunl rens
tder ourselves worthy ol the eterunl happi-
"ness which is promised to the trug sereants
of God in the next world,
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