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, :' Introduction ", 

,. '.,

'The, 'deVe1~pment '~f. a stable 'form ofgoverninent in any ,coUntry ,. .' ", . 
, .,\ 

re'lui~s ' time' and p~tience, ~ 

,requires even :inore t~eand :Patle~~~'~"than..Inos:;!; i~~~h~i:f,Orml1J ot !" 
.' _" ,:' " ',~" .' '7"~,:' '''': \'''~,~;~ - ~;'" I',~.~ .. ,~,: \.~" ••":, 

"government.. ', 'A democracy., byits:"{erY~,nattire, re'luires"me'accep-' 
, ',' '. , ,,-:,'~ ':...:l."', ': - ',~ , 

'. '", ", ,I 

',tance,', sup:POrt,and eXperience: of', the lC!-r.~ ~sses of' peop1e'~'~d 
.. '.'. ,".;:. , , ,; .' ":',. ", " :, ." ',.' ,.' " ,:~; .. :; .. :; :.' "~:' .\. :)1 .'." .. ' '''~.'', . , 
this cannot,be a.chiEaved ip. a hurried or: 'foreed' ma:nnErr,. ': 

" • I " ',," ~"" ,." .,;' '.' ",., , :' ..... : .. ,.' "" ',: .",: " . .'~""::':~:',,.' !f,'i. 

This ':Paper is' an attempt. tp,shRW ,;tha;t'" the 'Ja~rle.s~ :¢iemocr<;tcY , 
, • 4"" ".: ~. '¥,.). ,"·.i.: : '. 1:-'-" ,- '",; 

, fo11ol~s this, patter.lJ.. It attempts, :-£'0. monitor the de'velbpment of 
, '. , ,j , '. ,-. ,,'. ,~.:, ,''"l.' .':'" • ,'.' ", ", " •. ~.'" • '., I 

. ! :-' ' . , .', ,~. 

iibera1:i;sm ,in Japanes~ historY from 'its tearly fo:tinf,5 ."until it oohieved', 
< ' , :;;;.: " : "~ ••,,,:" ..,' • ~ '":" 

stabilitY,in' the forn( Qf' an' indepemi.en~':'d.~jJl9C~~~lc";:governmeni; • .' 

-There has"been ,an att'empt~'to -avoid hiS~'o:r:~6~i~~:t~ 'that,,'~~'Unie1ated' 
.' ' . " . " 

\6 'this. d~~ocratic, mdVemel1~~,~~riain'f~ts.\<Jh~O~ :may',seen ~r~i~ve~t 
at 'fir~;; '~le~e,~c1~ded for: th~~~k~ :bf ~ontiIi~i:ty~'" ' , " 

" ' " "','" " 
, ". 

','

.' , , " , ,'. 

deals, >wi 'th, the de'm6cratic, Cl,eve1dpment' in Japan' ,before ,1932. , Beoause 

thi~, ~~.~' gradua1oh8.nge;' t~iS" sectio~ ·hasma{ntain~~a'baSioai1y. 
. 
' 

, ,".' . ,.: -.:,' ' :', " ' ,.' .'., ..... ' ,':' .. ' .' 

chi-driofogiOal'~rder~' ::~ The greates'td1iric1llty :"d:th,this '~e'ciion '~~, 
. -'". . :". " . " " :.' ,',. , , .:. (. '.' 

, , ' 

, the, 'Yast'~ount of' time, that \V8.S' cOVf7~e~~, This'som~times .:gives it a 
" '" 

:sTlghtlydisjoipt,ed e.ffe~t.. ',This: chapter': c,onc1tides in'1932: pec~us<;r 


, ',ai'te't,.'this: time the 'fe101 ~6,si tive;IDoves to\V?-rd democracywe~'greatiy 

, ,.~.' "". ., . " ".- . . ,-,'. " .'.. .' ;", , 

oyersha.do\'led by the' a~t-i-:odemodra>\iic· aotions' or:. the mili.tary.' 

:. , 

: "~ 

" ".' 

. ',', 

, ,,' '.";, ­

,: .. 

" ',' 

~ .' ' 

'. :, 

.. '. 

,,' ." ' 

,'~, " 

~\ ' 
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, " ' 

,Th'llS,' the milita:r7 period ,il? ex~;i:?-ded from :this study:and;:t.h,E;! 
... :-' . ~ r' '..... ';: ': • ~ 'v ~ 

second. chapter begins'l'lith the reforms of the .occupation' ::>f Japan 


afte,r \.jo~id· \1~r II"~'This' chapts'r m~y b~ S6~~wluit::biased_bY this' 

. ' , ) .... , ":-·L 

. " '. . ,.' ,!.<::,~'·,I" ::'\' .' ,~ }".'. '~. " , ; " '''~~ "'" 
'l'ri'iter'sown prejudice as to the suocess' of :the".occupation,,', . 
" ,.' . '. .'::~. . . . '. / . :.'.', 

'Furtherb!as may have resulted. from the e~:e,ns~veuse, of. Mac Arti+ur's 
). " .' ", ':~: ~~ 'j~ ':," .' :;, . ' 

writing'~ 'Yet',I'iac Arthur's enthusiasm. and good will were among the 
, " , \, >- ',' '., . .- ,. "" ,': ' ',:" ~', ..~";";:. j"'~ ~ :.:, , ( .' - .~' ...~: .. ; ,~.:.., -."l ~"" {,I1, 'f, 

, strongest,~points ,of the Occ":lpa:tfo1;l :so tb:at 'sometimes, a preS91'1ta~ion 
", ," ," , 

,> -', ' 

6f' his 'views is' similar toa presenta.ti~n ~f~' how the \Od,C~:p~1.ion . 
• " •. .' I 

'. ' ,'" ", ~. \~ ~::,";, " , ..:.-.'; "-. ~;" ' ", , 

, affected many of 'the ~a:panese. T.hi~ chapter,tries:to 'list mos:t of 
, ,', ," 

-' !' 

the democratic reforms prought about by the Occupation and give.an 
. , ,. ;':%' j , 

account of their effectiveness. 


The third. chapter is an a ttemp:\i to :pre~Emt ,the' <;>verall . view so 


that tpe continuity of democratic grmlth can be 'clearly se~ri-.I·t 
. - .' . . . 

also tries ,to, give .a more. contemporary .vie\" of the democ~cy in: 

Japan• 

.Hope,fully,· this approach will lead the reader to an tmderstand- " 

ing. of the: developmental nature 'of Japanese political dem6c~ci.' 

. \': 

':. " 

", 

ii 



... 

- -.; 

T,he:nevelopment of Democracy in Japan 

CHAPTER I 

The beginnings of demo~racy,or a rather liver.al moye~entin Japan, 
, . ,: ':~ , 

~y be traced 'as .far, back a~ the ea.:dY17th .cent~~.':"1h;~~:·is;:$en the' 
.r '.. ' '. . ",.,," _,' :. . '.' :' I, • 

Tokugu"Ja":Sh()~a:te started, its effort "~o'Unif; :r~u.dalistic;r~pa.n iIito' a 

nation.·i; ,this time, 'the' f~Udal' ~~st~~con¥iriued;fut't~~\~eace b;6Ught . 
, • • '" ~ • • 1 , ' 

abqut by the shogimate'pr?moted, a, mop.ey"rcong~.,,;,,~is,·e~onomy-, 1in ,:tUrn, 
. ,". :,- ", ,,' ..'~,: . ;:.J.:\, ,.'~ ,1;1.. •. -~. j' ,.,:;~ :,; '; '::', " .~,. ',' :'" ~:: ",' ~ 

s~aled tlle development' of a burgher cla~s;,which would p.epand .certain 
, .'. ., '. .:••~ ", .' ~', ~ ;':,.J 

i'i~ra.1· Q'qncessions. 'Their central demand~~i~s:,'aFeppnstructiQn of the 

soc~a1 an(f poli'tical stratifications so that they'~i~1ll:d receive a status'. 
,:'-;">",,' i'" .' ~ ,: '1 

equa;L. .'1;0 th,eir ability .and position rather than' their ancestry• 

::.ftthe, same time':titat .. the burgher .classes were develqping,. ,,~h~ .., ' 

samu,ra.i,· tJ:i.e ,great; 1tlaiT;i,.ors", found themselves without :pUrpo~e, because 

For centurieS the samurai had been the kriights of 
, .' , . 

Japan. defending the ,constantly warriIl&" feudal.lo~ds. 'The' aristocrats" 

if thky ' wanted to, stay in+ pOWer'- had to' satisfy both of these grottps. 
,- ..' . ­

They,-iniide power deals', with the bur~ers and' encouraged the'sariru.rai to . 

develop ,themselves intelleot'ualli~, 2 
., ',' . , ' . 

J:The 'advance of the bourgeoisie, and the ba.n.l.Crtiptcy of the aristo­

cratet,;'became a great d~moqratiZing factor. with· time ~ '. the burgher . . ' . , 
, , 

, . .' 

saholarship t6~ccuse the 'Shogunate of usurping power from the ~per-

or. Ic.:' ith±s' internal pres8u:t:'e' along. ~.,ith .the feir; of· Western 

{ ,'; 

1 

'. ' 
'.,'\," " 
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encroachment brought about by Admiral Pe:2ry's visit in 1853 finally, 

, resulted' iIi the Meiji Restorat;ioniri·.,l868. The MEiij:l Restoration 
,1. 1.' ".,' .' .,t!, ':. :'~:. :.' ," .. ,.". " , :".: "... !' 

was the, overthrow of tlle' To~.oUwashogUna't~ which1.~asrepladed by"'a 


governlllEmt . in which the Emperor' was supposed;I.y,. fe!:;toredto his right­
•• 't 

~',- ,', 

ful plac~,'~s leader of the Japanese pe6:1~.'·~··Iri re~l~ity~' th~., shogunate 

was replaced ,by the Emperor fmrro.o/lded by an olj.garqhy of former ,., 
. . . , ".:, I 

sai1l1irai., 3" These sainurai; while:in~upport:o~.. ~any.w~st~rnideas, 'vere 

fearfu,iof democracy~. They 'olere \1et:~Fm~e<l..~0,:~~1{e:" Jap~: a: p.()~e~:ill.· 
modern ·sta~e.as quiCklY as p~ssibiebut',they felr t~a~ ~~m"ocracy' 

would have"a negative effect on this 'movemerii.;·TheY·-d~s:troyed the 
'.~ ,

'.'~' ", . 

intellectuclls in favor' Qf democracy' cailing tp.e'in, dre'ainers. , ',Those 
." . , I • 

who' supported democracy because, they' 'feJ, t i t"las 'the' practical ,thirig. 

to' do, "vere accused of being selfish political ~chemers. ' ·The 
oligarchs ",'used the facadeofsupport'ing the Emperor to consolidate all 

the po;rer in their ~vm 'hands~ .4 

.' Desp:i,te.'the complete control 9f power maintained by the o]';i.­
. . . . -. . . 

garc~y,:,by the 1870's political clubs ,ojere already being formed.; 

The "Ril3shisha" founded bYIt~ald.(a· former member of the Neiji 

Oligarchy) looked to the \"rest "for ~oli tical idea~•. Theyborro',ojed 
... "', ' ..' - ... , . ,""" '. " . -,' 

. ideas . Qf.":.natural rights, to life, liberty, property and happines'sfrom 

John'Locke • .- Glubs li.ke this grew smd though th~y 1oJ"ere usually 

headed>by the ,ojeiL-educated'samurai ~at were out, of pmler, they 

solicited Support from ali segments. oisociety., . As. the. samurai, ' 
- . ". " . 

. , 

now calledshizoku', qegan' to be outnumbered by theplebians, ; they 

were·;':foi:c~d. to give up much' of their· pOvler in .the ,polltlc'al :clllbs'e, 

,': .. 

2 
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" " 

.. ',' 

Tttis' brffilght the rUral' aristocracy: "to power.,.5 ,', The.' aristocracy had
::: - . . 

. .-' 

they "~,re minorities. ~nd out of Ppwer.' They looked to the intell-, 

ectuals to explain' the' democracies'~f the \>lest:'~ld' joined,·1·lith' ~he' 

far,mers in '~emanding the representation. in, thego";eJ:.nm~nt. :they .reIt . 
. " 6 
t:q.ey dese~d., ' 

'".' '.' 

ether' politi.cal. cli1b~ began'~ppearing in, the '187.0' s. Tli~ . 
" " 

i'Jiyto U '"!8.6 the most radical' and militant. ' It was l!Iade :UP·.of . 
, ' .. '. . " . ,.-. ' . 

not. toociuccessful. . Socialism, . ,mich yJasbecoming popUlar, in 

western c6urit:r::ies' at, thi~ titne,. ~oeived·'little support' be:~au~e 'the 

party' adher~nt's fearedth~ lO~SOf':p;iva~e 'piopefty~> 1',\ ,;' "", "':. ;;;": ,.: 
, .'. ,-' , .. 

The oligarchs ,di'd have sqme ,~emocr::j.ti? ten<iepcies;"su'ch as 

• , ", :> , , : • • : '\, . '~" ..... t.: ', ••; :: .' ~_ ,,: . , .~....~:~_ ~ > " favoring.:.talent over -blood andallchdng, ~SO:ci-~l l~~{ti~f':,: :a.~ '~t;they 
. \-lere ' ~ncouraged 'by the, p~rties .and their ow edti.'ca tioD. . to accept , 

" ;, .', ~~ 

eve~' moi'Ei ,Western con6,epts.; They~stabliShed';mi~i~tries':'~d a , 

, p~rf~ctUral syste6' \-i~th; central: 6~~trolih,:':gokio~'" Tnei3e' h~J;:P~d", " 
I _.', ' .'" ' ' " ~I ',': ;.-~, '. I ... '" • :,:. ,.~,i 

estab~i.Sh,a bureaucracy•. The 'o1igarchs aA?p~ed 'the '\.'1esterilr~alen':': 

dar :but they kept :the',old y~ar difi~iti(:)ll~j.:;~:Th~y ai:Fo'd~d;' r~ligiou? 
. . ,,~ 

tole~a=tiori. and modeinized the POlic~';'currency'i'~~~' :~~~al .sy~teni~ ,', 
• " ,I:,!, , '" . , , :', . "". ' ... , ~ , ' ,,' • 

. They: alSo creat~d a riation~l bartldng' sY13'tem and' st'~da.rdized.: the tax 
, ~. : 

~ystem~' .':rhey'Iurtherenlarged the,bure~ucracy 'py, est~bli~hing a 
.' , , _ ',",' - •• ' _ • ,J " . • I"~ • 

,civil I sei"Vice-~d"revi~'inga~dl~iai' systenLarld, 'cOU~~S~loiJg,<the" 
." ,; '... ': '.' , _ 9 
bone s c of. . the French. , .~ - .. . ' 

) .! 3, , ,".!,' 

, ' <I" 

L " :.,',' ' 

.,', 
." ' 

":, ',' 

http:emocr::j.ti


".,. 

'" ;.' 

, 
'. ' ' ,. 

':",' .' 

,', 
,,' 

,.... 

, 

, .. I, ' 

I, 

.;., '.:"l' , '~', . ,"" . 
.,1 ',,'," , , ..... "'.. ". (, :::,.:.:

'.' ' " ' .. ? • '~" . ',' 
'.:-: :. .',' 

'i., . . : ~ ',,' " : ......::... . ''. '.:. 
" :: 

, .', .... 

\' .' :.~ ". :.' ~.'" .' ,I ~ .' . . ,,' 

..... , .. 

'. .. .: ...~'\~.. ;':: ''':''': ."" .. ~ .; :....: '.:. ~.'" ".'1' ,,,' ," . ,1 .t" 

'Fin~liY i~, 1889' the' oligarchs, maile, ~:, IDCl.JQ:t; s'}qricess,i9n ~;to "the' 
,', '.~': ... , ....~., :~.~'.' .....' ", ~"'·"··'_~~~I' \ 

~~lativEily' smail·~gr~u:P '():f party lead~rs 1?ypre.sent~~\,·as. a 'gift, .' 
• • .' ",' • ':,'.'~ •.'''. ,t,' :. ;~; .' ~ . '. ::,';:. ,;•• r·~ ... :': ' 

from the ,Einper~r ~d the oligarchs, "ii' '~'Ofr~'tii~ti6~~' :The cori~ti-" 

·tution'\~as design~d,,~.bY: the:<oliga~hS;; af~~~:p~·)tkdiof\{e~.t~~tn,.' ',:, 

v~' '.- ,"; ". ,. 7,"""
• : 

· PO\llerS,,·;to,.:Widen gqv~~~ntal, c0I1t~9t: although, the" oligarchs\.rere 
. ;,'., 

, ." 

·f~' from' Will~ng, to gi~e,'up: aby r~ai~',p,~\,le~~ ,The,Y: had :established ' . ;. 
• .'. ., I '. ~ .'. • • '. '. . • .'" •• ' , '," 

a 'cabinet' in'1885 tc/a.dvise the' 'Empero~' and:pi'ac~dthemselyes '\~i'th- .: . , " - . . . ..' " . 

.,;' 


,iIi ·it:,', The constitutlori\.,ra's,' est,~llii~hed 'to'ai16~' the ,parties' a,'place : 
. , , . ' . ..-' .~ '.,. ,. '.,' . " .\ ..,....', ' . , . .'' ' . 

" to '. volOr:' 'their ,'opinioris" .·Oi>:iriousiy,non-party,·,~:~bine.t~' ,and: party.,. " 
" ..... , •• ', '. I, .' ',' .' ':, • ,." ' •.•, •• ;." ",' •..•• _ " :,"' •• 

, ... '. 

Diets i:\tarted c'onflict~ from the :begi:rn:Il.ng., "lhat iesulted was,,' the:.,'..... 

establishment: of 'C1,n~\'.,r orde~of' autho,ritariamsni.'\[nstead of the 

"pre-Meij1':order' of ,shogun,,: the feudaJ:: ri6bles~ ':tnes~ai,-"the" 
, ." ". " 

'(f~rmer,Samur~i) on" top in Gontrbl' of ,,:the Effiperor"~:' '~e'n§ath' ,the~ " ' 

were: the industrial a,nd. financial.'Il1agnants \.mo had formerly bee~ " 

imvly'merchants'd~. a~:ptable nobles~' therithe bUreaucrats "~ith the 

, ',"" ',"," , , ," ' ,,,' " , ' " ' '':: ' ' ",:, '.'''' ' ' ". l'0 

remaining people, \mather aristoc~ts or. corrunoners, on the bottom. ,," " 


. . . ,,' ." . '. ,.' '.' ,. , " .'. 
'The' Qonstitutionfailed to 'promote, : democracy because 'it,s ,:basi'c. , . , , ' . . 
",.!. ", 

principle "Jas' !:Lotde,mocratid., It, clainieqthe sovereignty of tne" . " 

'., I" 

state for the<Emperor:-'alorie.: Therefore, the state "las 9.ependent~ 

.. , 


not Ob: the 'people~ -'but ,on ,the, Emperor.rjne~cabi~et'.~~a~, ansi,'.,rerable 

. .' ,,'. . 

, : " 

only' t'~ "the 'Emperor arid thus aboveapd i~ cont'rol:of the' other 
• '" '."" . '.' I '.' . • . ,';':." 

" , 

bodies' or government. ' ,The most significant restrictions in 'the.'· 
" ,. _' " '. ". : ~ , , " ." , 

,grovlth of'd.emocracy' in theca,pinet":\.,r~re th,e militarymiIris,tries, \oJtlo 
. , '!. ':,;. ' ,'".' ," ." .' .' " ',' . . ",.:. ," .. '. 

had d~~,c:taccess" t2>the Emperor, the' Education J1inistry, ,\<1ho','n~t " 
. .' .' . " 

onlY;,'ach':teved. a high: d,eg:ree:of Iite~a:cy but also, achieved" a "u.nified. 

4· 


, " 

'.' ..);' , 

",.i '" " 

, :.1:, , .l 


':
" .. '. 
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, , 

. - - _. ~.'t . 

, ,~:. ' '.j., •• ', 

"'.' 

, ',", ~,' , 

• t' 

" 

'. " ':1 ' :, 

,imloctri~tion,program;; the Home Airairs' ~~ili~t,rY~'" "Those ~tional ' 
pOlices;ste~ could ,quiet the oppo~it'ion, and·':::th~i'1i'hish~~/6f Justice 

", 

'whose Slipposediy impartial, judges we~ a:epe~den:(:'o'~, the Vlin:L:;d;ry foi-" 

, , salary ax:-d' advancement' and thus not S,O, '~m:Partial. The 'D.:t~t lost,' 

much,o(,its effectiveness because,i t did not:, control the'po\v~r of' the' 
" ­, , .. 

pur~e. The cabinet had' t'o allprove any budget reductions and ff' the 

" ; ", ,,:. 
, ... " ~-, 

became law. 'The House of Representatives 'a:)..so had to strUggle ,Ji til 

:the ,Upper House, the: House' of Peers, ,which, was "cqmposed : 9f:,riJ.embers :"',' 

of the royal famil'y,: ,and o~her 'conserVative m~mber~:(:of .:rapan's 

. ' ','. ' ," 11 ' /,' 
... "hlghest, 'socla11evels:e ' 

The democratizinls effect of the, Diet 'vas f ll:ttl;er ,-restricted' 

by the ,limited.'suffrage~ , By ',1915 only threepe'rqent of th~Sapan-
~" , .! -, , 

,".' : ' ":,, . '12 
ese populahon 'vas' enfranchlsed. ' cdrruption :':i,ll, eiec tions \vas 

, ' .,.' 

, ,commonpiEicebec'ause there:'were so few voterstha:t"most 'of the~ ,could 

be bough~,,~fi t,hmoney or influence ~ 'ilie ,oligarchs came" to sU~pOrt 
.':' '; " 

'the finaric.tal interest for they felt that this \ias,."the bSis of ' 
I. ' : ,­

, :the stroni state' they '''ished to llroduce~ The" big busit,Lesses ,threw 
- -. 1 ., ••• ," • , , 

" " . , 
I I' I 

their support behind the"oliga,rchsbecause they ,heeded govEirrimental, 
.' . ' 

, supports t~ grow. The, businesses fel'~ a dutyi;o the ,g~-irerruUent ,and,' 
, , , 

, " . 

for 'the sake bf sp~ed'~';~rid'efficiency, the' governmental1mvedthe' 

, " 13
large fanuly industrie~: (the' zaibats1;l.) to grO'\'(., 

, - . , . 

,One meas~re of the 'success of democr~y in' Japah'is the power 

of, .the polit,ical p1iU'ties and their relativeinde,Pendence, froin :oligarch' 

'control. For the firs,t years of the Di~t the 'parti~~i'ought' against 
,', . 

"5, 
'I '" • ,_ ~ 

"" ­

'.',. 

.~ , 

"'; 



," -; .;', , --, :, ,,:: 

the pmver' of the oligarchs and· found this, '.to be, a bad taotic. 
',. :; ,l\~ '. :; .. 

Then ;j:n' '1895 th~ parties began tofo~'IIl ".allianc'ef? wit/?- .'i.¢'l#,ential 
, . \ 'I"'" 

.: .'~ 

oligarchs. 'Ih~ ',:parties would give' s~pp6rt to'-the' ?~:igarch "in/re­

turn for special ,favors and a~poi~tments frdm:'the,"ol:ig~~dh~ ,to" 

, , ':; ", :. " , . ' .'. . ~ '. ' . 

. . ' . 

. the party. This'sort of alliance did .not :work b13cause the., oligarchs 
, ",', -. '1-' ":,,' ',', ",'" ':.. -. .!.:. ,L ",', .' 

\vere :not ready to allow party iilfluence "to bec~me:pmvej;fulin gov- . 

ernment;.14 
~ :. 

:' '-:: ., 

In 1900, .the Kenseito (a combination of ,the: JiYl,ito and th~ 
, . ,'.\ .' . 

Shimpato) asked Ito Hiro~, 'an"oligarch, to -oe.w.~tY president.
.' , . 

He agreed '~ith the' stlpulati,on that' the.'party name be changed to,' ", 
. .' , . 

.Seiyukai~ While .this divided the oligarchs, it, started 'aperi,od, 
, ",,'. - ,. 

of cooperation bet,.,ee.n the parties and oligarcl:!:~. Ito' ,.,as mp.de 

premier in 1900, but retired in June 1901; this marks the emd of 

the activ~ involvement of the olderoligarchs~ Ito 'was. c8.l1ed to ' 

the PriVy 
. 

Council and for 
. 

the next .twelve years the government 

went back and forth bebreen General Katsura, the protege .of' '. 

Yamagata, I:i;o's rival. and predecessor~ and Saionji Kimmochi, a 

. '\-, 
~,Dciring this time the two merl had an unstable .... 

alliance. Each faction tries, to "support the opposition leader 


somewhat ~h,en he was in pO\,ler. ,The Seiyukai developed a mutut;ll 


. tmders-t;anding of. the' bureauocracy and the Seiyukai remained the 

dominant party in the Diet. There was little change in· this policy 

of conc,iliation bet'veen the oligarchs. and thepar~ies a:mf thus . 

, little advancemen't tmvard democracy.16.. 

Finally on February 5, 1913, Ozaki Yukio, a"p8.rliam~ntarian, 

took a step tOYlard democracy ,by publicli' cha'.llengi~ Katsu:ra, 

6 
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'then premier, and the entire oliga~chy for using the throne and 
the constlJ;ution for personal gain'and through these controlii~ 

the parties and representative 'goverpment.' On February 9, 1913, 

Saionji, '<;l. still' head of the SeiyUkai, viaS asked by the Emperor 

Taisho to ask the Seiyuka.:). to keep the politioa~ peaoe by 'vith- , 

,dra\>ling their non-confidence bill.' Saionji presented the" request 

but the 'Seiyu..'l{ai refused the re~uest thus defying theEmp~rdr.· 

,This proved that Uriited parties 'supported by ,the:press and the 

11 'peoplecocld have power under the' c',onstitution.. 
,
" ", "'~! ." , ;,' I, .'" 'I: ',' " ", .' 

" , • ' I, ~... ~', , ,: ' .' '. , ~ 

The. Katsura government fell, but'!while it:was a vicft6ry"for, 

the party system, Katsura vias replaced by another, member of ,the 
,L.', ., 

" ." 

:old burea~ocraoy still supported' by the iead.irlg'Y;~rty~ "The :',~a~ , 
1 " ,'",..' ."\ J .• 

'J ' 

faotion united ,·Iith the Seiyukai, nO"l under Hara, to' for.Ql: j;he new 
" .'..'. .", , 

government. The other major party', the Doshik<ii'~ which ,had' been 
. ::. ," ' ~ 

,founded by Katsura, began to grmv bUt this,gr'm~-th was made'up ,: 
, .' '., ... ,. 

mostly of members, of the bureauocracy ,.mo h~ lit:tle, in:t;e:re'st, in 
'. ' 

, ' , ' 18 
democracy or popular"movement. ' 

By the advent of World '·rar I, the parties had,.' difinitely,
" 
become 

. .. 

the major ,force' in Japanese government even:thougp~lthey were not .:, 

really popular partied. The ,Seiyukai, ..mo had earlier'demanded 

party membership of ali cabinet members, achieved a compromi,sein, 

which all but the, pre,riIier, the 'forei~ minister, and the carmy: and ' , 

navy ministers had to be enrolied on party rosters. Furthermore, 

the premier, Yamamoto~ Katsura t s suooessor, 1~as as oonc:i,li'atory, as 

possible regarding ~ty demands. 'Still the original oligarchs, 

oalled the Genro, appointed the premiers ~a thus still he14'control 
" : 

1 



. " ,,: -~. 
.'(

.' i 

'~ 

of the gov&r.mllent.~: Kat~ur8; :f';lt,~~.~~~~~~!~t·/a:;,:~c¥~d~i· '~d ihe"Genro ',' 
.,(". 

,appointed OkUma."to succ~~d him'.. ,'Okl1li!a::-·su,pportE,'ld l?Jl·i·in9~aSe in, the " 
, ...~. ,:'. ,'~' , " , , : .. ~ 

size of the arnw-. O~ t seiecti(;:m was ·sripposed·:·to, 'have been a 

st~p' forward for de~OOr~y bec~use'of hi'~/~.~J.~~pr~' 9£ hones:ty fmC!,,' . . .. '.' ~. ' . . 

~, , 

very corrupt and' very much c'~nt~oil~d bY the, old 611garchy..The 
• " • " "J' • , ',' • 'f, ' 

next premier appointed ''laS GeneraJ.Ter~uchi whow~s determin~d 'to 

" ~' 

red~ced:the, pmver of the Kens,ei,kaj,,' "hi~h had. been t:r-e most· pm1er­
· . ' , '"," 

ful' party, with the 'result, that 'the Sei~ai agaiIl came to :p~iver 

,~and gave' Qnlypar1;ia;L support tSl·the cabine,t.:.Bec~u~e of the infla­

,tion~~' probiems oft.tar, the Terauchf cabinetf;ell, 8ta~ting a. n~t'i 

·ere, ifi'J~panese g~vernm~nt. !.9.' 
, '. I • • ' , , ' 

The 'next premier, ,u,ara Takash~', was the first real product of , 
v."

• - I, 

party 'politics :1;0' be' premier~ , vmile he wasdependeht on his party , 

, '20 ' '.
lor support: hefollo1rled his precesi:;ors.in follo~lirig the special 

. ," . ,',':' " , . ,. " 

, ,. 

ini:;erest~of the Gen:i;o and"'Privy' Council ahdbeing rather arbitrary

.' '.' ". .' . 

,in his attftudeto1/Iard ,SeiYukai' pa~·ty m~mbers:~d' 'the ~ommoIi man., 

:~e \-/as a s:tro:rig leader and :::brough,t,:the Seiyrikai to the', t~p 'of party' 
. . , , .~ ", . ' , ,'. " , " , 

.,: 

'By th~ endpf lv6rid : ,IVar: I :t~~'popti1arI?arties had b~gun':\o ' 

·control ,the :Pie,t 'in '\-l~ysthat. showed 'some.":resemblrulce to denio~:ratic • 
• ,,\ •• " • ,.' < "'.' • ~" ',. 

. . . ' , 

parliaments of'E)rigiand,~d Europe.··One.of'the big reasons for the 

8 

. ','. 
, • l ~ :, I 

.' , 
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I , " 
" '\.~ "~ " , ..; .-''.. '.; . (.·'t ,',,'r' . 

! ".­l' ,,. .. ;" " )~¥:.. " 

, 

-;, ~ , 

, " 

, ! 

::' ;' 

:, , 

. ,,' 

who h~d been neYlIy 'ed~cated, had',lititle' '~espe~"t, for these'rulers 
-" " "," . ". .' "'" ':

, " t,22of th~ pas,.,,' llie' ;r;Teiji Elnperor. who. 'had 'been important in the ' 
. ," 

lJlie rrhrone' had, become ,:only a 'sYmbol. ; Ito, :the"fran'ter"of the, consti­

tution, died iil 1909 a.nd Yamagata ,dies iri'1922.23' ;>Wo~ld War'I 
. ' • • ~ , • ", ' • _, " .~ ."" I "", >. 

It, had ,been a ',iofar' tq, ."makethe \io:tld safe' for democracy-fl' ~d::'so' , 
".I".,' • • 

, " .. " " " ,'24
lnany'Japa:p.es'e ::r:allied 8found' th~ parties, as a, s~bol foJ;.' deI}1ocracy. 

-". 

Of greater .;i.niportance than either of these,: fa:~tor~ i'Ia~ that 
" ," .... " 

World, ~l~ ,I 'had o~p;~d rip g~eat', t~ading po~sibiiitie~ fortJ:i~.Japan-, 
~ , ; . , '.:' " ,. . . 

~se 'b~ih,;m iands and"i~,r,ights acquired frOm)'leS~ern count:r~es," ,,'
'l' •. J. • ,_.~ • 

., ~, '"', ' 

'"tl;lat need~d Japanese $Lipport. ')'.ioney ~d bightisi~ess' "i;lecame"the ,new 
,. ' ..-.' .,' ,", , '. . .". 

"system '~s "a' 'Way't6'CO#j;~'Ol goveI.flllient b~~~i,lse' it\\.;aseasy to"lnfi~~· 
, " . , 

", " 

etice ,pa~~y members,-'t~;dugh financial" support.: 'lhes~ busi~es~~~n aHio ',' 

hoped' 'fhat through ,fi,~6iai, support they',could make the' politic8,J. 
: ~ ,'. - ., ' , " '. ~ 

, , 

par,ties: so, "po\verfulthat 'the eX9mitive branch: ,Willd 1;>e 'co~t;rolled /: 

by' the'.'p~tie~~, ',~~'8 ~;o~~ giV~ business c~~t'~Ol of" th~· exe~~~ive 
branc4 wliile illiiki~it 'appear .:as.' 

" .' '. " '}, , 
, ,~. c " 

The businessmen i'1ers' able ,to' thivart 'the efforts, of ,the milit~ry
,> , "': • • 

,expam,d~mists :aft~r the .\:'~rby using theit. 'infi~e:n6e ,to 'bring about, 
• • .' • "» ", .. "', , ,~ • :.,' " '. . ,.' " . " " 

a,'reduction: of ~a,xes. ,They pU~l::J.ed,,,,~or econoI)lic expansion '-rathe~ th~' 
<, ~~ ~ ~ I • ' I ' '., .... ' ,.' .,', " 

" c'oloniaJ.. e~'ansion" ~is 'dtive.',as, \<[911 as the general' 'fe~ling 'of. ",.., . '. . . . 
, ," " 26 

post\·mJ:. isolationism put a, teJlP9:rary halt on,'co19n;i8.l, expansion. . 
".~r;"~,~J~' .,1 .... ".- . '~':""_~~".' !. .!.~'~'r'~:.:·~ I 'I<' .' 

," . '. I'", 

.'., , 

'\ :'" 
'~ ,I '''~' 
" .r' ,::~ :.;:, 

, 1,': 

'..~. 
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,,";, 

," 
" ' 

, ", 

""' ­

'. ", 

The laborers in the, cities, ivh:o. had escapeq. the t::t'aditions, of 
,', . 

peasant' countrY, life, began 'to ide~-tifY vi{l;h'bi'g business~:,~is ' . , .,'. " . :,.' . . . 	 ", , 

. al~~ increased myolv€ml~nt .in party'. politiCs.,27 ' Oli . the' O~h~~'h~d',' 
.. , , ,,' '. ..' ...' , , ',' , .. 

,",' 

" " 

risen 'greatly' durihg:' the "lar. In ·19:L4 t1:wrEr' 'vere, 50 labor' disputes ' 

with 8bOO '~a~ticipant~~' By 1919: there 'fere ::497 disputes ',dth' 63,000 

participan~s'. "Hars IS' gov:erimie'nt tries' to suppress,these movemeJ:lts·, 
.',. ,', ," "', 

but theY:i',ereh.m.t.m,6s~ly by their own assoc,.1,ation i'lithradic'ai 
, ' 	 . " 

'Mar:x:is~. ,<The P~rty.C~bine,ts seemed t~ supp~ssthese disputes' 
':'" • ' ·',1" ..,. , , ' " "', . :' •.:' '. t; .' "",,'
'.." '....',', .,' .' 28' , '. ' : 

moreruthlesslythai.j. transcendent cabinets., . . By 1929 the~ ,'vere, " 
~ . , , , ' ,,' 	 ., .-'. . 

'.300,000,union ,members :~m(l it appea~e:a that'}ihey.~vouf4 be W,re14 
, : . 	 ' , ~ " " . ' 

political force. 	 . " 

, " 

,people for' greater sUffrage. ' The t~ requirement fpr .voting v~s 
. ' '. " . . :' . 

" .­
" 

'. "'.','redueed:sothat all ;but, ~he ~asantsand urblID prol?1;a:dat cQuld 

.vote.:· ~is' put pb\.ler,lntotpehands of the greate~t arilOunt"of: 

. peop:]..e ever,' lnclu'di~'businessmen, bureau(}rats ~d .'intell~cit~s.29' 
• ,'" >, '. • . ,,' " .' • , ' •• 

,,0I!, May' 5, i925 s.iff~age: was' granted to all male, citizens over 'tl'Jehty~ 

. five Yea~' ols'. 30, 

. In. 1924tq.e only: oligarch lef.t ,.jas. Princ'eSaio~j:L. :' The nevi· 
, ~.' , 

.	group· 'of leaders l~ere, businessmen,'adnilraJ,s, ,',,:~en~'ralS t int~ilect1ials:" 

and bu'reaucrats v!ho,h,a:d grm.lri·up, dUi:ing' the' i'Resto,ra.t:Lpnu ." . Thege 
. . " ' .,." ' 	 . 

, had no c~mmon backgro~~, gO~t'or stat~s~3i ' ," ' 
':t ~ : ' 'I ~, 

Dtlring, the i920:'s' th,e, dii':fererii' ;pow€m~ carne' together i~" the' 


,Diet. Cabinets '''ere largely Pa~ty cabinets•. ":C~rWJ?~ion: abounded 

I" :_-;, ­, ;", , ,:, .. ' 

, .. :" " ,"". \~,
"'. ~. - '~'" 
• • \, ,;., ,I, , • 

"t.· I 1.-",' ", : 
, ":' 

':':"."1,' ','",I 
, ('~,j '. " :"." 

~... . '''. 
'. ',I 

3" : .'. 

. <, 



.: >.' '. .'-:.~" ~ ,. ~~ r. .' 

'.~ , 

especially ,as special, intere,,st grbups, iilc~: -tb.~',,~aiba;t~u~t'ries to 
:.. "'~~ :!' ,t,f"".·' . 

influence, 'and controi the Diet .. ' ihe~ part:i,e,?, ~'1ere ,bas:i,cal,ly con­
.~ .' '. l-'"~ ":: > • " ., ~ ,; ;'. ~j , .::.:\ ,i.,; l ; 

servativ~' when they' got ,into :P9wer~ , They suppressed labor and' . ",'. , " . 
• ' ;" -< ' ' .' • .' • ...... ,". ,I' 1\"', .,' r : ;,. _\ ",~" 

social democratic movements which ,\1ould ;haye ,been:, strong,<,force 

, " " .', .' 32against natJ;onal~sm, and m~l~tar~sm.: ' Despi ts",the prpblems" this' 
"" . .' ...... 

""as the first case of' the fuliuse of democratic i:p.sti'tutions in the 

non-Occidental' \·lorld. 

Hara's party Qabinet lasted until his assassination on Novem­

ber 4, :1921., He was' Succeeded by Takahashi, KorekiY9 '1!lho had little . . ' '. '.' : 

control' so t,~e system of non-p~rty cabinets resmned ~t,i:l i924. 33,' ',,' 

In January 1924 the_~ity~ of the parties and the support ,th~y' received 

from the press broughtdo\Jn the Parliament. 'In the new elections the, 

parties 284 seats \vl:dldthe oligarchs gained only lao 'seats. . .' . . 

The premier, Kiyours:, could not gain confidence from parliament. 

He waS ~)lll;yln office' from JfiJ:luar;y-hntil June,'1924. 

, Ait~r 1924 a' strllggle began betueen the military ,expap.sionists, 

backeq,bY the military, 'and backers or' international cooperation, the' 

parties:~ In 1924 the popUlar f~eling \'TaS Hith -J:he parties., ,The 

partie~ put, forth a unified pl'atform" First, they ,pushed ,to ,estab-' 

lish party cabine:ts permanently. Secondly, they vJaz:!.ted to', suspend the 

arbitrary:and monopolistic power and special privile~ of 'the 

oligarchs. T'airdly, theY"decided that'to achieve this \vould ,take, " 

the joip'j:; action of the leading partied. Fourthly, they'wanted to 

repudi~te, the K1youra'goverhment \vhich, they brougn,t dOWn.3~/', ' 

. On june 11, 1924 Kat0 , head of the Kenseikai party, became 

premier and began a.ri eight year period in which the ' leaders, of " 

" 11 



.,' 

'.,',' 

,'" ' 

" ... 

, ' 

,the stro~~'st partie's' al:te~a:t¢d"':~4':;;ime~ni~~~r.35,~tore;' 
duced" tne milltarYpu,t ,vIithtb,e' 'ex,tra mon~ytliat: tb,ls reduct±o~, 

'. -,' '\' , .. 
. . . . ..,\. :,../ ~: .. ::­

p:poduced, b? bought nevI equipment and sent the, extra, officers 

'to schools',and u:ni've~sities where ,':mili tary training became,'. - " .' " . ' ~ " .," , - , ~ 

,requi~~d."":Th.iS na~~aiiy stepp~d:'ipth~ Elenti~~i:tts'of ,mii~t~rY ','
'. , . , . '. . . , , " " " ~. " . 

invincib<t~i ;Iii' of the pe,?plfj. ,T.h~, ~ii~ t13-ry i~9:pea!3ing~y,:,be(Ja;gl(~ , 
• ',' ,">' " ,",,::'.' ",:.', ,: ,:':,,;:,;,:',:::J,',:;:,"<:: "3g~: ,"'f;; , '" 

,compo,sea. .of ,merchants ,or SDla+l Jand owners ,$ons~" : ' 
._, , L"..',' ",,

,nri.:4lg the 'party year~ m111,tary ,leade;t's;i' :bp~1u¢r~£f3;," :'.' ' , "', 
' 

" '.:',':,:', , , ,": ,': ':,,",' ":~"i~(' ":"':(":: :': ;., ':)":,,",> \"': 
zaibi:!.tsu." 'and,politicians repre~eh;liin.g small' b1i~dn~ss, and' ril+'a..;L:: " 
. - , . " " " , !., ;: , 'j" ... 1r. ',: ' ,1.' ... • . ~ _ : 

'land6wii~:ts:: ~~mairied ',: the :cuIi~g b,;'~': but' th~ poor~r':arty :dW:~:l.rers ?';,
" ~. ,~.'. ':," . '" ' . :~'.,"'. , .' ,,'·,~ll"~~: : '~<+,:;~~:'~.~~"~'~'~",~'." :" 
were 'coming to' a~,political c6ns,ciousness~, 'lliE?re, '''l<;l.s:~grea,.t< .' 

'" ' ,,': ,:. :',', ': ,,',',: '.,:i;":'~",'." ;\'(": ';,::""i;:,:;i:,:./·'~, ": 'i 
expansion,' of edu,cl,itfqn and thEi'Eie, newly, educated':wanted', :p'ci,1er~' ,.;.Ine,,' 
, " '.' : " ,.' '\,', -,', . .' 1 

;'uni~~s8J.-'m~6~d'-::~hifr~e:li=LWhaj,':inc.;e~s~d'\tti~~;vOt'iri€,;~b~~'~tion". . . " . - . " ' " - " ", :: :; ,;, ,:","" " ." , 
t' ',.;." ,,{ 

'from 3 ,million' to 14 'm:iliion.~ ,The ne,.j" vot~rs~;id ~9t:i;,~kli'J,muCh 
.' 

',advan:tage \;f their,n.e~lY ~'O:n priyi+ege~ , , M9~t "of: ';tJ:;lJfse'~:'-i()ters"'''le~e
. ' " ~. ' . - . , ,

." ,,' 
" 

poo:r::ly e4u.aated, ~t"'~n the' citi~sthe :middle~iass iI.ltellectuals', 
, , : t', 

" tried' to '~rga:q.ize, the~ pr~letari~t .. ',' vihiet: collar: vlorkers ~d 
. '. : 

,laborers~iac~d their, sUpport' ~vith: th~ iett-wing intellli'JctuaIs '; 
" . ' ' '". " ' , ' .' ." " ~, ' . ", 

~ ".' " ., " ""," 

,p;nd seve:tai newpariies ,were, formed, "'ith" nafues like,,, the" Social 
, ,. , _, ~ .: " ,_ :,~ • r ;, ( ':, '~, • • • 

,Democratic' Par1;y~ Labor":'Farmer P<3:~ty" the Social rtJass' Party' and 

the, c,~,~~s,i':i:i~:i;v.,Tt.te Sostcl~,'~t.~s~par;ty \~~s';tlie,~ply, on~:',thcd; " 
, -J 

'met "litli,muchsu~'ce'ss. '. The CoTInm¢.i~t Pa:r::ty \Jas: suppre$sed' s90n',- ", 
~. , 

'after'ii; 'beg~~", 'Tlie :he~~ 'parties '\1~re 'not., o~'ri~ "~itec:tiv.: 'in' , 
, '.' ,t.'· " ; . ". I";' ';' • ' '. ',' ,~ ":' • ", '. 

practi~a:L":pPl~tics: bu~tliey diet: provid~,aleft,,';ziDg lvlilcp. :mei; Jiill 
. . , . " ':'. ~ , 

success"~ ,th~:m.:i.d'dl,e" class ~~e~'e'sp~6i~11yar'~er' 'the,rest,· of: 

the :~~Utit~"~dgOne~~insii''d~morir~Cyand'libe~~ism.37'' :',' 
, , ,', " ',,' 12 '" ,,' :,' 

. ,~'", . 

" ',' 

.',i 

, :,:', 
", '> ,',', ' 

'" ' 

" 
, 

,
'" ,"
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1I.t:,~he same time: as'~~e 'rl:e,'!' suggr8#e, ia:~""~;as ':p~ssed' in :1:~25~' 
.," 

.-. " 'a majOr:b~o\.,to,'democra6lf a~p~a~:d:,i~,t~~ ~ace,.::,pr:es~rvati'on:L~~~~',' ,: ': 

Thislmi 'vIas, passed ,to 'r:c:e-t;;p the riewiy en,i'rMchis,ed' under cbntrol. 
'" '. , .' .,':, ...." ,, ­

. , ','" .', ," '.,' " ./ : 

The : law' provided' a' sente,n~e· of,: ten' yea:rs in,:prison to any peI;son
.' .. ". . .. - '.', ' " ' ". 

, .. 
, vm9'j6i~~d societies' which, supporte9.changing;~h~: exis:l;{;nf,S form of • 

., .:,'. ~ -'I' '" .38, 
, go'Ve,~ent or constitution or th<: ~igh,t of private property. Tlus 

. . ,~ 

la", limit~d ,free s:peeOh,~r:,"free,politieal: aotion in ,an, ~ffd:r:t t9 
. ' "'," , ' '. , " ,. , ',-', . 

"control'lIdange'ro~s thought".', The iaw \48:8 :~1;I.ppbrted by businessmen. 
. ' ",' ~ .". - . ' '. ':. .' 

: .:' . " ~ " t. .'} '. ".' .:.,' 

and 'bureaucrats who' were, afraid "of Cliberal and radi,caJ. 'movements ' 
.', .';' '.t, , "" '. 

" 
like ,the·Marxists. Tb.e'f'~ace' Pr~'sei:vation law"i.jQu~d' be greatly llsed , 

'" . :'.,' 

by the'jidlita,ristsas' they ,tr~ed'ap.y 'me'k~ to(lJ:~t':d~e:t'olls:'~o~ght 
~n ,the '~~ 'of' the' Emperor.'39" " " ,., , 

"," 

~,. ' . .'. " , , . 

::st'~li, :,'even by', th~ mid~1920's' the ',Uitra-nation8J.ists ap.d'mili ­
-' '. ;''', ," •••:' " •• ',. ' "j 

';." ',',' 

tary movemen};s \oJ~re::not ve'ry Vi'su£8::{n ,the:'nomal:cour~e ,of govern- . 
.', " ." , . " ,,'" '. ,", ',' 

, .... 

mente They were mostly found i:6,',t11e fo~ of' pressure groups' ' and 
. , 

, " ,; .,", .' 
-', "'., . 

extr?-~ieg8i g:r;~:)Ups.' ,These ,e'xtra:"legal g~iips we:r:e, in, the form of 

sec+et ,s~cie,ties ,'~ike~ the BlaCk "Q}rago~ "S~~iety'~40i , 
, . _, • I 

,The;Diet. and' tJi~ party system, 'had be~6m~ :::ve'~y, useM iIi:": , .
.' '. ;., ,: , ,",'.. '. 

balq,ncillg,the varied :int'e~est groups~" 'The'milit~;iS:ts' ·a'nd the:" 

~reat\itre'auc;q.'ts c~m~::elosest' 'to"'~~~ki~', ~he' Oilga~Chs"t: pi~e'~ :'bU~L 'i:; 
. , T. .'", : . . ,. :'. . "", '. ' , "" ~ .,' " " ,,:,.' , : '" '." ',. ­

they lacked th~'~~'sp:ec,t :given the' 'c,;J_i~arql}~ ',so th,~·,'pa~~ie~: stayed. 
" ' 

.in c9ntJJJi. :The i!3-ibatsti, ,rtiraJ.':farmers,' and:,' ibu~~ne,ss men,
" ',' , ,',",', ,:' " ",:;\ :/',";f::: ',"::':?>:::;::, :,,' :',' ';"",;:;,~,:' ~ ~ , " 

had fotrii1: tp.at:bargaining ,with the"Diet ~c)liJA be Very useful; .' 
:,.' 

••' '-~ ,',' ", • ,'.. 1 '~~'. ", ~,;,~.~' •• : ,r-.' ' ",_ ~', 

, ' \,;i th:" harder t:iin~,sand,the ':depre,s~i9r::, :,th~ :' ~~iitica:).p1?-rlies .,', 

" 
. . ' • ~ • " " ' ••••• ",' ~~,~.~. '._":~,~., ":' .,;.~:.~", ~d'" • ' • ;. 

began',tt/be "attacked. b~cause' of ab~s~s', 'of-"bfg bus-in~ss~ 'Nany 
<. . - . ' . , . :, ~ , , , , , : . ~ ,-', ,t ~ , 

,", 

began to', ';reelth~t :l;he ols parties wer~ 'too,much ,.90rrtrolled<,bY 
" , , ',' ,:: " . '."t·,. .' :~. . . ' 

,"., 
'.' , 

, ,,'. '. "., 

, '. I :' • 

.' :.' 
. ';' 



"t" '. 
, " 

bigbusines~. ',' ,Organiz~d' ;Labort 'inteJ.lectual s;Y1ripathiz~rs 'a.n:d the 


peasants' ~~gan to S1.':pp~;t:the: m~.e:p:roleta+ian ~rties•. ,~ese, 

~ " '. , 

, parties' 'lacked,mon~Y,,±deology and leadership'~,d' w'ere'op~res.sed, 
,', ? , ;' ",. '. , " ,,' , 

, bJ' 'big business. ,,', By t~e'time of th{ Dep~s~iorl m~9h of, the"trust J 

in tlie partit?s has ,'disapp~ared.41" ' 

In January" 1926, .1(a,:t;o' died"~d' Vlakat~,oki~~',':rormer' Hou~e AffaLrs 
, ,'~ , 

r.finistert: ' assumed' th:e office of chairman' of '. i?he Kenseikai party and ' ' 
, . '~t:'_ . 

became'premier. 1:l~S soon pressured out':by::General Tanaka, of the . ' ',~ 
. " , ,r" ,',: , I., ' " • , 

,Seiyukai 'Wd c~nvinced: ,Prine'e Saionji, the las::tGe'nro, to make ,him',' 
~ , , . " ,. .' ' , 

that is. lrinaka, premier. During Tanaka's time, in office, the ne,.., 

Emperor Hirohito came 'to the 'lhrone. Tanaka 'ivas plagued ,\;;ith a bank 
~, j ,,' ' .. , 

~.risis. " He' becamev:ery severe' insuppress~,~il' 'opposition:;,md.' 
" :.. -'. ~' ' , . :i!'t. _ .' 

ruthlet;lslyputthe, Peace' Prese~tib,nLavl into ',Elffect ,,:men he was 

dissati~tied \<1i th the election. >'i'analuialso b€l9ap:!e 'involvEldin' 

China ,trying t~ abort 'Chi,ang' Ka:i,;shek' s', efforts at imification'. ' , 'Jhis. .. - "..'" " 

"caused him trouble ""hen he' over~stimated his control of his 
.. '1 • , 

"Kwantung army in Ch'in~:.ai1dtheY'kill'ed a, Manchurian \<la,rlor,d,·,Chang 
I , '_ " ' ,','", , , 42 

Tso-liri~',lJ..bis "las against, Tanc:l.l{:8.."s'''ishes but/he got the 9:Lame. " 
, ,'. ..1. 

Tanaka \Vas succeeded by Hamaguchi who was plagued' by,', the 

, Depression' and all ,of" i -\;s economic :problems 6 ,:',,::Al,s6:, ,he was, 'fo'rced' 
, "', ' "",'" '~-:;:;, ," '".! ':" ,',r',;~: ,r <:'; ;::':, 

to compromise the Japanese Navy at the Lo:qdon Naval Treaty Corifer- ' 
•. , , ..:. '/:;, : ,I ; " ..,' :, ~# ~. '.., , ' 

ence which brough't upon him accu~ations that"h,~ 'was' Js~rPingpO\·iers 
,", ,;., ':.. ::;.'. :, /, ' :. :' , ,;':'. 

from the Emperor." Fin8.J.lyt in November 19,30,,,; he')~s shot ,a.nd'/' 
• ~ 1.,{' .' ~ , ,. '." 

al~Ough he:survive,d '.for over' a y'~'~~, his' lea<ie'rs~; 'ai\d".'party' ,,1' 


orgainizati~lt diss~lved}3 At thiSPOint.th'~'~ ste,pped':m,to , ' 

,-: , ' , '';~'':""" ,:.:. : :;/'"': ,'\ f. :~' 
,"'f' , " '.' :·~'I.,.·1~'.-"" ' '.i..! ~ •. ,,:" i, ". ,:t­

'tl, 

! ) , 

...:: 
~,' !-:. 

'::. -.! ".: 

"".. ; 

http:thiSPOint.th
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: ',~ ~! • 

. :. ~ ~~ , ~ 
:::..:: • :, ~:/' t: 't 

save Japan. 

but since, 19.20big 'busitiess began; ,to attract the1.o1eaJ;thy so that 
. . '''. \~: . 

,I' • 

,the army was mainly made up of fa;!r:m~i'S "mo f~~ed ihat big business 

vias risking national se'curity to~ss~~ 'f~re~gn't:ade~44
, ,,' , I' ' , 

~ ~id party~le and'demockatic'mo~ements fail? The rise of' 
i ' . . 

the military resulted from a general disillusionment viith parties. 

The parties,. bureaucracy and the Genro fought ',this pmver encroachment, 
, ' ' 

.' , , ; 

but falledto stop the military:becau~e'then 'ft'seemed the ,culture 
, . I' " 

.' I 
of japan ,.jas not ready for democl?atic party :hu,e~ There i'ia,S no· 

, , • . ! . 

general fe'~l;ing in japan of the ~qua+ity of ,men.,. The' Confucian 

riotion 6£ lneq:uality 'stili prevaIled and peo~le 'generally accepted
" . .' , !, . .,,', " ',' 

the ide'a tha,t 'they were part of, .ihe state arid· not individuals'.45 
. . ";:. , 

An~ther. re~son for the fall: ioi the' political 'parties vias that 
. . . . ~ .'. 

they had formerly been supported,'by big business. This support. t-m.s 
, " 

ba~icaLLy' selfishratheI.' than id~aii~tic orithe part of thebusine~s"':, 

es. They were solely int'erested; in having some say in gOVernnient, 

and if this could'bes6hieved, thho~h an 'authoritartan goverimierit,, . 

that ,,,as .agreeable '1."iththem~ The big busines?es were ill timatel'y con-' 

cerned with making' Japan a major ''loria, power vJhich is, also '\-mat the 

militarists i"anted. ,In 'a different 'e~a, big business might have been 

. a democ~,a~izing f~rce but by l:nO';Tapanese business had too many' 

,rivals to try to go against the nationalistic n~o-mercahtilism 

of' the militarist·s. The business 'interests also saw the t~o~ld"lide 

, t, thl" t· e . .:t... h f d f' 1 :b I . 46trend :a " s 1m.' wulC avore, asclsm over: 1 era lsm• 


. 15 


, . 
\'. . ": 



, t .. 

," . ., " .',. '. 

One major fla,,! tJ:lat 'allO\ve'd for the fall 'o"f .the dem.ocratic, 

~oveIiJ.ent'~ from the ~.beginning Has th~. Shinto: Gill -Ii and ErIip,ero~ \Ilorship•. 

'This cult has· beEmil7-st'ill~d' and per~tuated' iIi the: ~pe~ple'~by::~the: .... j
'... " , " ,:! " ". '"j" '~', ~ .', ,J!" ':. '. ~"",~: '.L. "." 

'. parties. Themiiita~:i,~ts and ultranationalists used the devotion 

'.. . ,.,,,! ;:. "4?""', '". .' 
to the EInpe:r;or to manipulate or des:t;ro~ ~ ts.:enep~.es•. ','~~ ',~+~t- ' 

'".' I'" • If' 

.a:dstic' movement re~ernbled a Traditions~·. dOCiiitY,·;:th19.Emperor.'my:t;h and 

opp,osi~ioii.· to democ~~tIc . tendencie.~,. .I'lfilit~j.'iY.;it ': ~~v:ived ~d~as .'\ 
.... 

frorri, feuQ4l Japan. The 'i;:ony:of:'this.·dS1"sir~·(fo~::t~e:,pa:,s:t;; "\>las: ':th,at ;;'. 


.~at.' they" wereproPOS'ingha~ l~tt~~'" ti/ ~o'~ith' past \de·~s. '"~~;. , 

~~, ..: _,. c,· f( ~, I ,I 

. proposed a,'national' socialism \'lhfch was:'part~al:iy ':"}fu.bdst·. ':"The 
',' ",.',,' I,' ,I. ,.,; " 

samtirai 'and,nobles fr~rri'the 'n~st .w~re thei~ 1>itter eneInles 'because . 
.. ... ': ' '.' '. ~ . . ".: >:~"r ",' '. ..: '.' . 

·.they had.' fOUD:d their Iivelihood i,n·industry. and .. i>#iy polfi;i.cs.·· 
, . , .. ,,', ' , 

'Thede~ire ,~f,"the ,militarists to return to a ns;tive spi:Ult:was ill ­
',' , 

defined due to their iack of edu6~tion.. In their desire for .their 


native ':~p~tit,'tbey .~rivisiohed ~ i»tegrated bloc of' Oriental;"" 


nations <as:" defertse ag'ainst· the.I'lest. . This idea wa:s .ruso. something 

.' "'.' I 

fo~e.~gnto thepa~t~48 , .­

' 'lhe atttho:dta~iallisrQ. of the Thi:dles ."laS G;ls6 a resUlt ~t Japan,' s 
'. . . 

....feudal paf?,t· ,.jhi~h ioJaS, not so dist~thistory. Japan had trie'd to so· 

'in eighty. years what 'Certain countries took cen:t;uri~s to accqmpllsh.. 
. . ,,-, 

The . sudden central cont:r;oI . that political leaders exerted over Japan's .. 

ne,~ economics and political machine also h~lpedb~i~ the milItarists· 

to· power. 49 
" .' 

One' of the .Inajor:fla~s of Japan's politicai struc:ture .",as the. 


"hick of. 'control'by the])iet over :~he 'military struatilre~' '. ,Th~.:: 


, ,'16
" ,', 

http:polfi;i.cs
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>', ",;, .' 

. ~'; . ' 

': ::' 

milit~'retaineda :~e'lative:autono~y 'because, :f~rIPuch:.bf the: life') c', 

of. the constitutio~~: the Army: and Nt;iVy Ministe;r~' had: t.o ·be···~tive: : . 
.' ' . ' -, .,,' . ' . .' -. " .. ' " "" ',.", --".', .. :,'., '" " 

me~bers', of ·the ~rm'a'd f6'I:ces . arid '~pproved .by . the .:~. ·and· Navy ~. 
, . 

.' " 

, .' :,',.....: ',' .... ·c··.· ' ,. "':< .. ,: 50 
contrOlb~oause'it ~d:"not ,c'ohti'91 th~ .purs.e:,stririgs.• '.' 

"" , ' ., J.,' , • ., " • " ':,' ,"'.' • . , 
, '~> 

.]Iinally, 6:riereason for :t~e,·.:ea~e· 1vith which the militar;V;t6ok . 
, " 

.,' cont'~ol lvas .the·'~ttitude;f 'the Japan~se 'pe~ple .themsel~s~· Th~· . 
. -; , ,'- , ' .. '- -"," .:~ ," "-."{,"" 

Japiri~s~, ~~:~o~e"'i~ltien~~dbY :the "c·irc~sta.ric~s ':than bY cert~in:. ' 
I 'I " • " :'":,, ,". ,',' '.,':. -' \.' ".:, '" 

rufE:.)lot as lilrel,y: 
.' " 

"/ " ' .~ .' 

ce~tain :i~eal' .p,k~' the'::'Westerners ra:1.ly· to the ca~se' of 

fr~~dom~'" 'Th~ ':oiigarcl:!.· rose'beca1jse' 'of::a~eed" f6;':stro~' ti~ht·. " 
, " '. . :'. "~, ' , ,,' ' , .. . . " 

.. ' ,.leaJ~~sliip.,: ;a;:ri:ieS:::':r'ose bec~~~~·!:ihe. :oJ.iga;6hY. ~~, not'needed':arid' 
. , • ,',,' " '-"!", ,;, ':., ,. '" • ,"'" ; , , ) , 

" '" 

popular des'ires cOl~id be· fulfillE~i by-the' parties>: 'lhe'mil'itary 

, ·came:.~opo'~~r 'bi~~hs~' 6f:·t~~·:·d.~Si:~i~~ro'nme'ilt· ~~th '·'th~' parties. "In 
• ' " . • '. ,., • ; 't • , • , • '. 

: .the.fi~~J/a~ali~~~'<idedl0gfcai'·'prin:ci;81es, ~~~ai 'd;~t~lnes' ~ci· ..'. 
, : :"" ."/ ' , ,.'" : , ',; '.~ l!·· " "~ 

,'habi:f;,important.1:lut ri~t nearly .as importari:f;. associ'aJ.' and,' 
": " ' r ,,' . :. :':':, :, : ,'": ' •• ", .:: ' • ',:', "'"., 

p'oiitical. ~enti~~ii:t~ 5} ,',' " ,". ": ' 
, ".' 

"'" .. , ~' "', . 

With"'~h~'}~chU:ri~n 'Incident',the ris~: O:f'demOdratic priricf:pl~s 
" " •. '.' , ." '! .' ... 

co~ef3,t9.·a halt: .::~~1~~~ 'c·Pr:{::~~~~,~.. :a~d .th;,:.~~x:st,~t,~~i?~.:s·?~ce.' 
.. ' "~t.was 'a ,grf~ from: th~ ,Empero~ .. :'.:Still, ':: :tl?e pa:r:,tie:s became. ineffec- ' . 

.,"'..,' . " r'" , 

," . tive":and ,<ill political:life, became puppet, ,th~" mI1i.t~rist~~. :. ' 
, • , _ 'I,.,~. ' ': P, 1.' ~~ , < • 

..' "." " ~. -' , "j~;':," ".,' '," >\..'''~.. ':'. ,: ;~,}: ..'/: :-.~~.' 
:, , There i'lere 'some ,a:f;tempts 'by, ,the ':parti~s,' ;';'9; r€igai~' J,ost power. but· 

. , ",.." ,., "," ,..­

, " , ',f ': r!·:·: .these '".,~re.eneifec'bial. " .' j;" 
, ~ , ' . : "",' ~. 

'.,0; ~"-': ,:' 

Up~'~til"1937 ,.the cabinet :.9,~~t.~nue~· to;c'o,rtaiI,l,.party;.lllen' thr(;>ugh 
'.' '." .' " " " 'i ..::;.' ::~.>: ':i: ""~\' :':~~'" ",i ~ .. " .~;. : " l ~,' ,,'I,"'J,' ", 

·their.pqwer·· vias' vJaning;":A~ of ·19·31,~the'rewere "':nq 'more :pa.rty~.. fuembers 
, " ,.' .. , " ;...... "",:c':. '. j, ," ..'" ,,', ' " 

in the .~a:b:i,:tlet· ~d.t'hpse iJ? the Di~:t ga(J,:6stmps.t:':<Pf their.,p'ovler. 

1 
, ... '~. ' 

, " ~, 
, ·i.. · 

~ "., . 

i· , , 

:',., 

, ','" 
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By 1938 the cabib:et: had lost i tspo,....er as the highest dec:i:?16rt":' 

making boCJ.y in&:overnm~nt •.' It·,....?-l? replaced by a srriaJ.l core of '~abine't 
, " ..' , 

membe:rs and militatY.personnel who' siffiply ratified rilil'iti3,ry ,decesions. 
" . , .. ,', ': ,', . - , 

. ;',­

The '·tendency tcnia;r-d' mlli'tary control, 9f the: governmEn~t culminated in 
, . ' . . '. ~ . .' 

1941 'when General Tojo"united militaty anQ. civiJ,.po1l1ers by becoming 

thehe~~6f the army " 'Mdtb~Pri~e Miri).stei. 52, .::.' 

" . 
Wi tp. the end of ,democracy in 'government cameth~ end of 'democracy, 

. '., ' " 
.l .' . . ' ,' .. , , " , . 

in Japanese life. '''Education; economics,' and ·ideas. all bec~e C011- ,.' . . . . . ' " . .. 

t'roll~d 'by' 'the militarY' throUgh various ·.eff~~tsindludipgthe· e~:ten':'" 
. , " ,,' " . . 

.siveuse ,of 'the 'Pe~de P:tes~rvatiqn Lawof1925.~· Thus;··:'the:a..~~ocratic 


.. movementi~ Ja~~ vla~'~b6~ted'~til, th~ ~hd ~r\~Orl~ war··il~,':'.:i:' ,' . 
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"CHAPTER II, 
" 

The Democ~tization ~f ,:Japan After vlorid ''\oJar 'II' , 
,"" . 

;' "On'AiJ~st 16, 1945, the day the United states'received Japan'!? 

fina.:t surre:Qder" the' japan~sewere. 'mo~:defeated ;fuan ~,6tn:er: 

" ,people' 'in history. : 'They not only had'lost the 'war but they, hfl-d lost 
• " • ," , • , " • • f 

,. , I 

faith in their entire' w.ay of life. ' The Japan~se, people hfl-d thought, 
, ,. ': • • -' I , .' . . t' .,' ' .­

that they were an invin~ible ruition ~dall along ,had tho~ghttha:t ' ' 
, , . 

,they \ver~: "Tinning i;he ,,~., ,,'\men, they realize4, :that tjJ,eyhad lost" 

,they' 60uld hot even, ttlrn to, their fa.l,th becau~eeven that hM, been 
. ,

" 1oont~llea'by the gov~rnment. ' All, 'their dr~ams', oitie~, manpo\ver,', 
. 1'" ',,',' 

eoonoIllY and empire had been sl:1attered. 'llhethoroughness;of this 

defeat ,vas, to play a large role in 'the attitude ''''·Ii th'; '1hioh the 
I . . ," ',' ,,'': '" ",':, .,' , 2, 

J~pa.fiese aocepted Amerioan' Oooupation and subSequent Demo~rat.i~ation. 
" ' 

The 'Japanese h'ad never even iTnagined, beirig,,(;)do~pied. ; 'J'heY'~'had 
: :, .,;:" : >,>:"':""','; >i"::',,:' "': ,':' 

neVer eVep been inv:aded, so .they 'vare, left bewildered and,aooe,pted 
, ' ", ..' ,lJ,..: ' '" ~ .. ,..: .... ".~" " 

'what i' dame,,?, Some attr'ibut~, this SUbinission~d' ~~ ,:r#ot :~~i,these 
, .' " "I,·.f I • I ,', ~ :~ ~ ',' 

people \vera, aooustomed'to obeying theii: shperiors' :no,:inatt~'r ,~~o' they 
• j ". '," • 

,\<lerei, ,Added'to this vm.s',the shook and exhaus7tion from"tn~ ~v~ vlhioh,'
.; , . I I,.' . ""', 

.1 . ~ :". . '" . "~ . 

rna,de: it almost impossible to resist.-if, they ~teg, to. !mqth~I::,poip.t 
'.' ~.. :'{~'Il,,/",\:,~(·,~'>I "'~,( ... ~ .. ~,,' :", 

is that. the goodwill, 'bol"l..fidepoe,and",goodjudgeinent ot the ,Occupation
,- .'" " " ~ , . r . . 'e " ~ ,• 

forces' made'the' people feel se~u:r:e. 4' ~~':: Ek~ror~ s:'O~1.,' tC{his people 
, ;,'--' :.i ' ',' . r I' :• ", 

. ' " ", ...•. I!:­

to lay, dotm,' their arms ,and "endure the 'U:Qelll;l:u~bJ,.e~' yiasanother, fac~or 
; • ~ lo " , 

that: enoouraged th~l ao~eptaiJ.oe . of: the ~opl~!alth?~h"th~ EmPe~or' had 

been',4sobeyedbefore "for his own good". A m~rehist9,~icaJ.ly':::':, " 

! :.: 

. " 

.~ " , 
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refleotive explanation: is that the Japanese had had so mUoheXperienoe 

vrlth despots that they had, learn~d to bend vnthout breaking to, 

authQrity~Tb.is th~oJ:.y maintain,s ,the pe~simistic ~~+,ollary that the ' 

, Japanese ha~ this ability to spring back into f'o:rni~~ ways at '~ill. 5' 
,. .1 , '. 

. ,'. 

One motivating element in the Japanese acceptanoe of sUrrender' 

that· oannot be overlooked is that iIi' the past one hundred years Japan' s 

Who~s past has been up~opted. She had been constantly changing as 

has 'been seen ;in the change from shogWl rule to rule by the oligarchs, 

to :rule by the parties" to ,mili tary rule. l1ith the advent of the 

'Qocupation i;hey were confronted wi,th just another new situation and 
, ' 

thE:'lY hoped it' 'fould bring stability~;', Also, during the past h~dred" 


years the United Stat~s, their present occupying force,ha,d' hacl a' 


greater effect on Japatl than any' other countrY. Despitshatred'thai:;, 


arose among the Japanese' o;;er inm:i.igi-ation exclusion laws, in; ,the United . ,.' 

States, or :even the hatred th~y had 'been taughtduriligthe ~~ar, th~ 


Japanese ,,for most of the :Past had been' an eager and attentiVe~"pupil 


of the United States. ' 'TIle Japanese had ah;eritage of belief in the 

',' " ,'",,"',''', 6' " ' 

ine'quality between' people and b~tween nations. 


Despite' Japan is, feelings of superiori ty in the past"during the 


Occupation the Japanese' did not look upon their submission to t,he 

, \~est as a' debasement but it took on the oloak'ofthe Jelationship, 

betlveen 'a' Lord andhislmight req1it,Jing' oertai~'.:~b~~~lii:~~" f;~J: .' ' 
" ' " , I 

~ 
both sides. The Japanese Here grateful f'orthe"helpf'Ul attitude of 


the Oocu~a~~6n' :torces and tried to, b~~heipf1iL'i~'~';;:-tui. ,
The:" 
: ",' , :',;, ,Y,:/' '"'I'''

:-' t 
oooupation worked toward many of Japan's form~r ~riIffilled m~vements 

'i ;.,' I "., 

toward demo~raoy which helped to 'increase Jap~~"~e enthti,siasm ab.,~ut , 


20 " " .' . ':
~ 

"', "" , " : ' ',' , " 

• ;~. _ ,1 ­
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. ~" '\ ' 

" .'" 

, _\ J- ',- " ' 

.. ;,,' .' ,{ :':"'~ ", :~';, ,.~ '.:... : '.. '~, - .. , 

',the Occ!lpation. Those'\rlho hadoPPQsed ',the military :,reg±:me' e,s) ecia1.1i, ' 
~ - , 

" .,', I' ".' " '," r;':~:" .. " ." .,' '" , " I' :'1:' ," ~:~ ;:','',. " 

later, helped the' Occupation 't'lork,'tOticp:ci :it~, ~~s.t;t'e~" e??OalS'•.J~,nallit 
, :Z, " ~" '.... " l;t ..' .' :' - , .. '. ' • 

-'1- ' 'the'illost practical reason' for Japanese, aOcej;r\;,ap.ce .of, th,e Qcc\ipatiori 
, , ;, .... ,.' ,:. :" I': ; ,,' ': '" ••. ~~:. f ' .• ' ': 

't'laS tiia~·t~eYba.d nO·,choice.7 ~",. , v " ' ,:',,'," 

~e OccupatioI1 ' 'of' Japan was' l~~d '~y' Gener~.,~~~i?-1l' MacArthur, 
, ": ':~ " r. ,'. 

the Supreme Co~ander 'qf', the,Allied Po~:t:s~8 
MaeArthtU- was g~eatly 

· concerne~ i'l~th winning 'the trust arid friendship qf' the Japan~13e. " 
. ,',,' .',:: . , ,"' "( " '/,", .. .' 

Du~ing.th~, sign1Dg ceremony for the Japanese surrender, .Ma6Arihur 
. . '. ' , " " . 

,-. ,. 
~",.'. .siLid' "SCAP is not concerned with how to 

· :. '., ' . ' " ." . : 
'. " 

, but how"tQ,get her' em' Ji~rfee~ agai~n.9 He exhibited his' 'ovei'l'llielmiilg , 
,. , " ',. . , , . ' ' " . ' l' 

trust, in 'the, J apa;rie~e' :When he .'a.rriv~,d ? t· Atsug! 'A:irfield:, iri,J~pan 'to", ' 

st~t 'th~ ·6~cu:Pation.", Hemaintained,a ~ool ,~d :trustingatti,tude, 

as heopenl:r, vm.;l.ked' into a ci:mntry.,"oi arnied Japanese, with 6illy:a 
-.'­" , '.: '10,'

nominal. American £'cree' to protect hllll. 
, ' ' 

, "'Occ~p:3;tion ''t'lasnot new. to,' the .Supreme Comrna.nder 't-Their he arrived 

in ,Japan,! .He had eXperienced the mi~i tary' ,occupation of fue'Ifufue '" 
, .....,. 

ait~r, Worl,d I'far ,r a~d. was \rl/?ll a'tvcire 6f the p~oble~s. ~1ilitary, 

authority was .dif£eJ:?ent 'from civil authority~ 'The ,peqple;tend/to 

lose self":'respect and self-confidence. Dic.tatoria!' po't>i'ers have a 

, t~ndepcy' too 'tliidve a,.t' the expense of local repre,sentatioD... 'ilie' people 

,tend to 'lose spiritU8J. and moral direction 'and the' occ-q.pation officials 
. . , ,. . . 

begin' to deteriorate and beco~e corrupt~ IvracArthur intended to deal 
1 • ," ~ 

'. ., ", .,: '''' 1'1' 
W~ th each ,·of these to "prevent the~r occurr~nce., :' 
. -.' "," ,. . , 

MaCArthU:rb~iieved,<that though the Japanese, a.ppea~ed to be a , 


20th ce~tury '~ocietYtthey' ,,fere still' ,in a feudal era.. He . pointed to 

. -' ;': " . ,.' " 

· the' Theo.qraey' as::'~seen, in Emperor vIOrship.He als,o :qoted' that'th,ere ' 
21, 

.", " 

http:vIOrship.He
http:Du~ing.th
http:aOcej;r\;,ap.ce
http:e,s)ecia1.1i


, .'" 

. ", 

were nooivil orh~an',rights. 'lliis,~~s exhibited for 1937-1940 when 

60,OOO'.people we~e irripr,i~oried for'l;d~e~O~S.th~n)2· 
MacArt~ur' s pers0~i~y' do~ted the' OQcupa:ti'o~'to the :~i,tent 

" , . , , ' ~ . . 
" ~ . ' . ,.; . 

. that he .has become :a, ll?gend in, Jap~se historY•. .-He:achieved:the·, 

.respe~~; .gratity.de and., admiration6f theja~~~e':p~~UJ.~tiQn~ i 3:' 'H~' 
, ':.' • ,. "_.'., •. .' I.,'",; ',:' '. ',', 

):., claims .he aChieved ,thi~ trust"and ~espect bec~use, they looked, upon 
-. "~ , ' • , • • • - .'. t' ~ , ' 

" , , him as a' protec,i~r.' Th~ Ja.~~e~t:l' f~ared :9'ther ~~~i,~ns 'that' '~~oi?a. 
• t,. L ".... 

more: puni1;i~ ~tti tude,.towards J~:p~,,'Th'f1 go'o~ con4-qctof the 
. ;:-.' ",' . ' .

Ame:r:iCM.':,sO;ldier~~lso ;helpEid: 
"" 

'~ii;h the:' posi1;ive iitti tude of j;he',. 

Japane~(h ,..-Ma~kthur "tri~4 not, to': b,e,come" i;nvolv~d i~ natiVE?: ~~fur..;. 
, " .' .. ' . ". 

, " . , .; , 

altradijiic)lls' but he encouraged tra:rel' to' the \vest '.in 'hopes ',of,> ' 
, ,;' Z":" .: I ", _: ., ' • ;:' " " • ' '." ,'.." 

" ... ' 

,,:giving' Japiul the' ?'e$t"o1'bo:th', \.r9~la~. ','He e;q;~'9-ked to the Jap~ese 
" ,,- .. ", .' . ,.) " . 

. ', ':, th~t theW?s(~,i'sO"hb';e'cl:to 'iea:¢p.:~'fro~· '~~e:!Ori~nti4,~ciw;:trf~ti~i~' 'In ' ... 
• ,:. ':' , ,. .' ' ••~~ -I, ." ;L</( \.:.J;;~'.' -':':"~ ."(:. ,:. 


- .", " 


" th:isway li~ .helped de~~l'a~ ~;'the ,self":':r:espect :'that ,the,japane'~e' 16i:;t,. 
. . . ,. ' .. "" " "'.. " . 

, " " . ',': , . " 
,.:..~'.,: " . " ... ' ..: 14::' " " ".'" , :!, .I, ..~ ',' ,....in ·their defeat. ,'.i ." 

I > ' '~i ", ,'t ~'. 
;.' ': ~ . . 

••~ ;' 4 'tz'~ : 

As th~::;O~'~u:Pati~n,;foroes beg~,~'t~, l~ork'idtl;t',':tne Ja:paP.ese~ they 
. .""' . , ., " " ':',' .' 

. soon '.roUnd:·that' ,th~y '>1er~:·\~o~king'!f~'~, s~iai: {i6~$~<'~is'heipea' 
, .. " " " 'J .. : ~ .( , , , ,1 M' '• 

','. 

.a wa~~,ll;r~lELti~nsw,pir~wbet'w~~n ')h~ i,'lo !p~:r::t1~d. 1,5, ,MaCArth~,h,ad, 
'. '. , :: ", ", :: "',," ' ,,:-:' 'r: '::~' ~.:" :'-i':' ",~,t' ". f.,' }, :,' , :: ';:,~ ~_{~ .•',1 

, an i(l.ealism and dedic~~i6ri i,n"his er.fQrts to reform Japan. , H~ . 
, ':. ";' 

, ":',' , • ' <"" ,'" , .' ",' '" '.~,'" " ;-': '~'~;. ",; ,·;.:,.·~/~;".,.r., ':: :",l':, , 
,took it:,:on::as )iis.'·speciaJ.mission.and :soon this'q.edicatfon in..;. .' 

0:' ~'.r~ :<- ," • ," ,.; , .;: '.:~ '" ~: .. ,;' ... ,,/,' ' ~. ", " ,.' 

;flue~~~d' 'othe~s with yIh,Qm he lvorked. Th~, ·QccuP:i(t.kbn'be~ame·.~: ~o~t· 
'" 

(Jf, '~~~~ cnll~aae' in th~' g~~d s~n~'~" o~ 'i~; '~:e~~,~..':~;~e supr~~e
'" ," '." ' • '," .. ',.' > , 

. . ..', "',: 
"<' , 

Conmzan\ie;r- ,maintained an ~a.loQrness b~t',,:ias a str~ng·'leader~He.' 
, .' ;. . 

:,' 'I' ,'., ' 

WaSllO.t ,at.:aLl.,democratfc'in his actions 'but at ','the' time 'th~t':he· 
• " ,> • ,~, r 

'.," 
, " 

: beg<;W.,'the' qccup~tion, the Japanese, needed:a st~o:ngt though be~E!lvo":' 
,~ : • '" , ' 1. I ' 

. . 

ierit~'leader t'o,:r:eplace.,the lead~rs l.mO had bee,n: destroyed'.,:,', ' ". ' " ," ,.,' ," . "2'2.' ". ",' ,,' ' 
", ". ~ 

: ... > .- .' 



Ma.cArthur,~~as ~ideeJ.. ..for ,tbe ,position bl::loause he was a' :politioal genius. . ..' '. , , . 
. , " ' ........ :. ,',' 16' . 


and he wai' 'able' to lClok at ,Japan \,litha lopg 'rarige·;perspe~t;i:ve. " 


, Under;MaeAr:t~u.r"~' ll::laq.ership, .the,rest of, the Ocoupation 'forces: , 
• • ' '.' J '. , • ..' • • , 

, , 

fo:r;go~',their,ha:~red, and, ,.rere· gene~aliy wa~'8ndldnd to'the Japanese.' 
. . 

The ,Japanese appreci~t~d this •. ,tl1;i~ Amerio~sassume'~th~ ,missionary 
,', ' .. ,. "':" ", 

zeaJ.of their leader ·.and wished to spread the Amerioan '1:1aY:. Amerioan' 
" .. ' .: 


humor ._~la~,.?:,great help to mufual' tinders.t,anding. ''lhe"lliilitarY' per- , 

- • '. 'I" • ,·r., . 

" . " ..:. , ,; 

sonne~ liked, the Japanese beoause they, \..re;re the most\1estem 'of ali 

i;h~ Peopleth~y ha<lmet in\hei;,iong;b,-ive .th~pgh iheP""if~~'!7 ' 

In,.the end,' the 'occupa:'hion: ap~ar~d t~ the Japanese to b~,fi:dst and 
.~ . 

.. . .' 
. foremost the ,work, dfGeneral HaoArtp.tir.· 

'" ­ .' 
lllle'd ·venture. ''Ibis' is the "'lay the': Japanese Jt1kuitea:it, be~a~se' of· the 

.~. . ',' .. ',,, 18' 'i. .:; ',;".-,:.;' 

," great trlist' :tili.ey plaoed in ,Naoirthur~ '. '\,.~': , .',':'! .: , :,' .~' ' . , 

Wi~en' t~e' war'~~s,~ehcied, iO~d',,~ppl'ies" \~e~~"e~tr~meiy. s~~rt .ill , '. 
. ;' . " '~".~. ' .. . . ' ,.. . ,:. 

, japa~.:, I:ri:: the. extensive' :Oocupations' wht6h'th~ "Jap3.lj~se'h~(l' o·arri~d'. 
, '.' '..' ' .; .'-, .:'···.'..:~l···'·,·r>.'::"~".',, ,.:;··.\':~,~~,::·r':\·::- ,,:,.:' 

out inth~ rfiJ.irties arid~~~ough the war y~~rs.~ ,they:)~ad'.'de~d~d:the 
... 

most lilXU,tiaus acooninl~di:tt'ions.poskiblef.~Omc:\t4e, o<;:irlquered 'pe~;pies. .' 
. - ", ,'/ ~. :;- ,~ , '/»,':' '- ,._;', ' ' ,'.'. .. 


'IbeJapanese:e~cted tJ:1e· America.;p.s, .tp tr~a£ tPem th~.;.sa.mevTaY~ ,:To; 

, :: ' ,,,,' . . -.~ -~. ," 

, " 

, their, surprise, 111acA.rtl+.ur prohibited the' Odc:upat.i!=>n/toroes· from . '. ...- . ". '. " : , .' 

,e~ting,lo~aJ. .food. ~:.He. 'asked for, re.l~~fshipm~i1ts':to begin' a~ ,soon' 
, - , .' '. ," , ," - . " ~ - . .' ' ... , . 

as th~', occupation had.'be'gun.' 'This '~tion tended to :solidifY. an 
,1," •. ,. ", 

. " ' ,~ ',' " 

outw:ard trust whioh, the J;apaJ;lese had been ShC)1\1;tng towards.' t~e '. 

,OCCUpati~~~'19 MacArthur's req~est for '~l~ef shi:pment~' were' pi'~hlY 
.'. r",", 

oriticized by the FarE;a,stern CoIIirnission. ,''l'hiswas an allied body 

rriade up of the eleven hations that were ~t. war. with Japan.· ;·The 

":2:3,':. .,;' ,j 


,. " 

".' ' 

, '.'. 

:':' . 

.,' . 
''' .. 

http:111acA.rtl+.ur


·four major'po"Ters had the veto pO'ltler so. nothing w~s:'eyer accompli­

~hed. T.h~W were supposed .to c,ontr()l j'he Allied ope~ation~ in' Japan . 

·but MacAr~ur generally' i~ored them•. They ~aid thfLt China, South~ 

East Asia an~ India were· alsosta~ingandtheyhad·been'.Allies~ .. 
, , ' 

.1'iacArthur 'still insist.~d and in April 1949 food vIas given to Japan. 

from the United States. 20 Vm.cArthur said that to achieVe a ,real 

victory in '~r, there must be a complete spiritual reformation so 

that the people will 'not only be 'o,[orl.over militarily but there 1.v:lll 
;. . . . 

be. an exten(led victory resulting in solving the basic problelIl that 


caused theconflice. Starvation breeds mass unrest, disorder and 

, . . 
'. ' . '. '2·1. 
v~olence • 

. The UBited States .has 'begun tQ prepare, fo;t' the Occupation early, 

in tbe war. '-lith the surrender, these plans 'vera ado~d, ,rith some 

.changes , by' the Far E~stern Commi·s.~ion under the titles ot the rtutrlted·.· 
. . 

States I~itial Post-Surrender Polity tor.Japan!! and the "Basic' 
, ' , . . 

. .' 

Presidential Policy Statementll. Essentially, these called for the 

'. democratization' and demilitarization of 'Japan~ 2~, The iIiitial American 

attitude 'toward the Japanese Occupat:ion'ltJas that'it should be 
," . .' 

. " _ ~: : _ 'f" t· .~. ' I' '. • ' 

punitive. Japan 'should. be depriye:d' ind,us't;!:i8J:ly,~an,(:j; in;th~,'J'!~;'9f 


leadership from any ability to wage'vJar•. ', Then Jal?an~se society 

, .~ -. ".. ... 

" '. ", :':. 27­ ',: ".

should be deinocratized~ :; " - '.',',' . 

MacArthur 'ltias inte:r::ested in reform. He ':'~s'i~ted that].'f th,is 

'reform came from himself , it wouid last only ia'~ long.' as .he lasted. In 
, , ", . " t ' _ t. :., . . . 

dctob~r 1945, .:tlThen the .,new Prime'Minister, Baion Shidehara,: came -eo 
, , .: ."':" . " .: 

.' 
'power, ~h~rthur ~ent and told h~that reform must come, from the 

· Japc:iJ).ese· people. In the Supreme Comma.ri.d~r"s 'N~~- 'X~~' s apeech, 

'. ' 



- - -

-:, 
, ", ,', ' 

, ;_._, ..: ,,'1' 

,t. '.,,' " ..:',:' 
:~ 

:'.... '" ; 
" " " 

':,._.... ' 

, ' ,",' :" _ . " ~~ -: ~. t,:, ::;"::1, ' ..:'. ";i-' ,'I~j',~ ",; •. '_~: i••.·• .,.' ,. :.' .' 

Januaryl~ 1946, ,he stated", "Themasses of, Ja~:noi.,r'have'the,;power 


, ,," ,', " ':, ' ,,',', '" :,..:;: ", ~24' ' " " .' 

to govern an:Cl,":wha,t' ,is~one must be'- done:,by thern~ce:),.~s '\., , -,,So" Jap~.:n s, ' 


'.',, " ", .., " . 
\·'i .. " 

Occupation' and reform" "im1ike the occilpation of: 
j 

Gel:many, 1Qasqarried 
",' , 

'out', t,hroughexi~ting ci~ii a:uth~rities.. This"·p;esented,.diffioulties, 
" , 

because: the 'p~opl~ 'were '~p'posed to reform tlie~eielves' ~d'thec~untry, 

.' '. "". 25 


l-Jhich: ;included purges.," 


Thus ,MacArthur was fac~d~, with'enforcing his" o~ ideas th:t1ough the 

Emper0r and his governn;,ent.', The Supre~me Commander was very:, familiar 
" . , .' , ..~ , 

,.,ith ,the JapanE;lse goverrunent' so he decided, to ke,ep' t:h,at vlhichwas ,good 
, , """ ,.,: " 26" , 

and' destroY"and bad., ',He ran the, Jap~ese' government 1-lIth: strong 
.' ,'- .. . ': 

hand. Besides his 'Jflilitary 'establishinent,'he also ,cont'rolied the, tnany
'." " ;' . ' , 

Ame:tica,r;,agencies '''hich: rep~sente9. the \vashini'tqnburea~oracy, with 
, ..'" .,' . .'. 

,their ,re~: 't(3,P,~ and .. rivalries. ,Des,pite"!ill these' agencies~ they ~fere, 

not ,the :g'6vernmemtbut rath'a~ were 'supervisory,' to the Japanese' G-Overn4.c;, 
" ,". ','f .-, . • • • 

mento. ' 'A ,C~htra1' Liais~n, Office ~s 'se-t: up a~ ,~, ~teniieciiary'between 
" '. ,~. .' , " J , ' " ". • , '. ' • 

, , 

"the SCAPag,encies and their counte:r;parts',in .the Ja:p~e~e,go~ernment. 
~ ';. . 

This office gradually lost impbrtance as ,both sides learned to work 
" , 

:, ~oge~e;'e27, ,The' ndlltai-y itself has, very: littl,~~ to do ''lith goVerttl.ngoi . 

.,',Many of, them ,became, memb'ers of"civil affairs tea1lls that: ohe<;lked to, 

s'eetpe SCAP'objectives '1-lere, being ,carried out in the localsu~ 
, :', 

,' . ,'28,"
,',d~v~sons.· " . , " ,.,' 

By.'J~uary' 4, ,19'46, after ab:outfour month's :6r Oocupation, many 

,:' basic' '-reforems were well under~vay. :The direc.tion~ for :the de nazi­

",.'

fioati'(;m o~' the bureau6:J:.acy had been iss'ued. ' }\'rajor,,;a:r criminals 

, " 
!.! 

: ' ....:. 



':., 

',' 
,,', ,.-" 

'" ,
". 

',-' ,I, 

. broken ~;. :,'~rarian reform'\~s beg:Lnning~' .coli~c.'~i;e, bJ.gaining 
, , 'T' " , ' 

wasguara.nte<::}d,t~. labor. ·The Shin);o"'religio~ :h~'(been disest~b~" 
'. ," " - ' , 

. .' 
". " , 

: lished:'fromthe ~oye:l:n¢etit and ed~oati()fl\ja~;deIn:tii,t~rized:" The, 

',' problem: ofwhatt~ dd"with theEm~rOr,~~d ~6t' b~en' dif1~~~~~d~~'9 c,.: : . 
" ,'I '" 

The first: t3tep of SOAP was dciinilitarization~: ' ~hi'S' \vasnot,: :"~~oh.: "': 
.'. '!' ' ',,' .' J , '1\ .', 

" . 
lit majoroperattonbeoarise., the ;J~J:lali,ese . \var machiti,e 'had already, be~n .' 

· destroy~d~ ,Mill~ons '~f' Japanese mil'fta+Y and Ci-tili~UlS had ~o ;be, " 
,." " ", '\" .. ' , 

:brought p~c1;:from ,mat ~ former=!.y 'b$en the Japanese Empire.:' ~i· 
, ~. '." . " 

','." ' ,","": ,\~, I ,', ""'"':~.,' ',' ~"l- ",'7 ",',' -.," i!': , ;,: j ... j . .'" "" ".' 
military installations and eCluipment ..~l~~ d~~tr,oy~d>Unl~ss :th~y.:could 

be h~'1:PfU~'1~it'~':the ~e6overy. 30 Vli:thin 'Si~ rno~t~s the militai:y" ~s·' . 
" ", , ,,! : ...., ,t.,. '. :': ' _;,/ ~~ 

dis8.rrri~d·.~d~hortly 'tJ::tereafter "l{he,.'miJ,lj.stries'o.f \~e ;Army.:"'N~::'· 
and, the Air :';o~e ·'were :a~olished('1 ,/' -~ ".', '.' ">"",' 


",' 

.. ""il' ~..; '.t ,.".~ ,::.~ .:" , • \ ••:, ' 

'Ihe'''ClassA'I;: \var crimirials weretrled· f'roni;Nay'3, 1946 tqNoV- ' 
. , _, ,:' -J,~, . .."'." . I 

ember. l2~:194,8':bY ·~'.. pan~l of ei~yen 'j-ddg~s:.f:r!om,e~eY:~1?-' qOU!ltr~~s .. ·, 
• , ' ',<' • ,~ .•',' , ":' ;,~~' r ,,~ ',' "., '>'>"','" ~.~ :"(: ~,'''' 

. h • 

Seven \vere hanged', sixteen received life impri'sanment" 'and ,~wo 
~ ". ... ... , " :;' ',,; .. " ,~..~ .::, " " './::.,:, 

· received lesser impris9nments. !fopa' ~e:iie acq1:!.i;t.ted~ ,;·'l'he·nCla,ss Btt . ' ... "'.: '.;" .. ' ,'. ," : ." ...... ,>,. ii"~':' ,., ,.' .'.. , ">;',, .',.', 
was or~n~inals: \iere mad~.. up of t\veri;~Y' higr-;;r8.nki~', military 'offi8~rs' 

., '~:'" ;" ' "",' -~. :',' 

w)1o 'tIle+e ac,cused of at~oc'ities .in the field~:?>nlO of th~se were" 
, ,," 

Elxeouted by:ad :b,'oe ~6urts. in tJ:ie.r.ield~The rest were'aCquit~~d. 
''', " 

,in SCAP oourts. . T4ere~ere .9, 206 ·T!(nas~C!I c:fihtinCl.ls of :vmich. 400 
-: 'f '. , , , " ~ • • > .: .:•• ,. • 

," . 
¥,ere acquitied, ,700' execu:ted,witn; the' rest rec~iving lesser :punish... 

, ,":" .., . 
-,' ~ 

men'j;s. . The 'japanese':<;LCceptedth~ '-Jar tf:'la;ls but' they" :b'~ca.ll!e. upset," 

'beoause, tliey .'la;Bted s~ long. .' The, J~:panese looked.' upon;··these·:, oriminals' 
" ,- ". .' . "', ,,' :.' '. " 

..... 
· as victims of c'ircUmstance~ both' in' th,eir 'aotio~~<and. th~ir . '," 

. , 
, .... 

execut.i,ons. 32 

,', ,: 

',~ ,; 

.',,:' 

.. ' 
'~ ~. 

.,.".',' ' 

. i , , " ,',' 
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"". 

BeSides,'handllng the: war crimirials; the, qccupati(;m "forc~l?:co~-, 

ducted pu'~~es•. By 1948 200,000 ..people: !:tad been, d~sig.natedfo:r 'reiiloval" 

from influential pos.:!.tions.. By i;liis time the JapanE;lse had, lost. interest 

in t;hepurges so they had little.' effe~t.· ..,·FJ:.oIir 1948 to 1952,ma.Dy(jf. 

those' who i1ere. put-ged returned. to public life. In 1950 the .purges 

were justuse'd against: the Commimist' Party.' ,'By, 1952, there were only',',' ' , '" ;', .' . , <''" '.. :: .", '.~ ,:"', 3:5 
(3710 purges~' ,After this" the :Pm;ge,s' stopped. " I 

, " I' . " .: ~~ ­

The Occupation., forces' had ~!.'ig~~iy,'?:ec~de;d' 'not. t? ge~ .~~v:oly:ed" 
, , ,', .;" '". ' ~'. " ,',,': 'I... ~ .I" -,.. 

in theeoonomy of Jap~:- f~90nthe¥·,~~:i:Z~.d,~h~t 'political' d~mC?craoy 
. ' , "" ',.'"'' .. 

. ~ " .. ,:' 'i"' ~:> I'··... • ~ : ,~labor UJlions~ ;;
" ,/. 

By \the' end: of.wo~i:d' Wa;r II,' :a.c6~rding ,~:/'MaoAJ?~~ur~moB~ of Japan's " 
, ' .' '.,' .'.. " ., ',}: '" ..... >'. ;>: -,:'::' :.>:: ;.' 

farmers were Iittle more than serfs or: sliarecToppers who: ovled "a-' large . 

pe~~ntage, of O'their crops'. to ,thei;ia~dl;ids. :'~CAP:::set up'" ~; natural . 
~ :" "f.!, 

resource section to' advise the Japanesego~~e~t ?o,tii, to hm" it -could 

redistribute land. " ..bgovernment 'passed laws ,~i~, ,J.lpthe land fr,om ' 
, " 

large absentee ,landlords, Th:i.s lanCi, ";-las then mad~"ava:.:i.lable to poor . 

farmerS,:6n lo~ term ins:t~ime~t pu~chasi.ng, ,plans)4', 1.fuen the OccUpa-.' 

tion had begun, three-fourths 'of the farmers 'were.' dependent,at least 

h8.lf of their crop.'Whe~ la,nd re,forem was completed by 1950,' thre~ 

millioI;l farmer's 'mmed five mil~io:h' acres of ·l~d. 35 This meant th~t': 

8~"b ~f ~h~.arable lruid: ,wascop.troiled,by ,,:tho!3~ l-rholived on •it. 'P':his 

helped eiiiniIi.aterural, indebtedn~s.s and. stifled tbe Communists beCause 
, , . 6 

it inade the farmerspapi taiist. 3, , . 
...'" 
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':" . 

,f~li~s'.wh6:'Qontrol1ed a~ou't 90% ·~f.·.J~pane~e indus'try" YJaCAfth~ 
,'. • .,," ',',,' .' ',. ' '.j" '.,. '. • ' ,"., 

ha.d these: 'c~in:panies ~:kPropri~ted and:~'comperisa.ted. th~ families'.- i:r;'l, hopes' 

of bre~kirlg UP·this.dontrol'6ver .. t~~ nati~nts indtis;d~3T' " 
:,.' . 

: I~Arthtir:c;Laiined .tha't·.labor ~eve~'t~ the right to c~~I.1€lctive 

baiga~ni~58'''~h;ugh .th~:, strikes af~~~ ·Jlo·;ld,.Wa;: I .tended . to disP;rove." 
, ,'. 

this•. \Vhen 'unlons .we~~. ~6rga~r~e~\:¥t~r. Worfd'.:,ofaT ;+t+ :th~ '~~~o:rers ' 
.' T ,'. " '. • '. • :".. :,~ .' ' ••••• ' - ,r., ',' . )':' .' ,.>, ':,~:' "1>< 

were ~~iCk\ci: iOin~""':By 1941' the~e: were' 25,006 unions'in 'J~p~,,:"'ith, 
..,' " '. ,:.:,.: ." I): .... , . , ... ;',.~.' ':",~~,' '::'"".:' , ", 'c::::'.,. ',:'1,.; ,;' ,:: ,.' ' 

five' million members.·' ~e Communist:s, C?JIl~:~t6'i'!J6ntrol.· sev~ral u,nions
" .. ". , ,'" " ,.r;" ,:./,,,,~ ~.:~ ~:. .~~J 1', :' : \< >:.~' , ,,+: 

and :chlied~~ general,s~ril.;:e on Feb'ruarY~i,194i~',MacArtJ:iur\21Jlcik.e out,
. " >,\ 

, :, , • ' , ' :,. ", \ ~ .' ., " ,,' I ,. '. " ;. • :,' . '.. '; • _ , • 

agains~ tQ.e stri;i<:e ?ay~ng that· it was ba<;ll¥ :~ime9.?ecause CJf the recon- '-', 
• • • ' ",.:', • ,~ < .1'. • _ , • • , ' • '\ • , 

struction- ~d· thest~Y~tion. 'Tl'le.'strjjJre· ""as banne:d.: . The Coinm~ists . 
, " : . ,( ,,. , ':';, ':" ",:'", -,~, ," . 

I ) .'. '. " ' , '. • ~ ,~ ." ~ .~ '\ j. '" , • 

iriru'trated 'some of, the key transportation ,unions.' These \vere'maiit1y 
,> , ••••" ...-,' 

,goVernment O'YmecI 'and, operat:ed, industries.', MacArth-gir- adVised, the' govern­
'.: . '. ' '. ".' ",t· " . >.'. ~'" ' 

,ment • .'to· bring' ali these' ind1.u,;t:i:-ies, intoth~ civii' service vlhi,cl:l' eliniin:a.t -:­
,';, 

"ed' ,dilie Uri:~on~!' 39 '. This action is, an' example bfhQ'.,r t~'~' conflict': bet,-reen 
. , ,,", 

, buildirig ,an Amerio~~ly in the "Pa~ific' 'and encourag:i.!lg ,th~ ,native: . 
~ ." . . ' ." ,..'" 

.' pop:tll~t~o; tod.evel~p ..ademoci:acY,c~ ~cUJ;t in i~ccinsistencies.40 ',I' 

': " ,.By"JulY 1947, int-lat,iol?- had'goti;;enout, ~r: ,hand., Silk had been 
. ,,"', . " . . '. , ," '. : ' 

, ,. ".' .; 

mal:'ke.twi'th. mYlon., As, of December 1'948, th~~d~binet, had. done, nothing 

'ab~ut the problem ,so SCAP stepped iri and ordered' a balailced bUdg~t,. 
-'. .' 

'control:.,of :p~i6e and' \.,rages and a·'re-fo~ of the' tax' ~t:r;uctJire" Td'" 

accomplish this, j~pan, would h?Lve t~' find';, market\:? in develop,ing ~tions. , 

Theeconbrriic'policy of the :Ocolipatipn,foroes"began to chang~ direction~ 

, LargEr corporations .had bee~ o~tla;t~~d, bu:t 'the: Japanese government did ' 
" ,." ., '28,' " , 

, ' 

--,,­
:(: . 

,", 
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'nothing ,to" Ehitorce thi's~ ·'.8.merican:·'businessmen, infTqence4 SOAP'. into 

',. acceptrng the idea that the Za.ibat~u corporation6~~:re .re~ly:~eces'sa.ry' 

f~r the quick' recovery of Japan. ' In .the end, ,it .was the K~;ean '\tar 
, . 

, truit really put the Japanese ecoi1o~ qn its <te~t. ~1:" 

Until theOcQupation, schools~ ne,·;s~apers,theaters, radios and' 

motiori ':piC!~ures were' part of the oriici~ ;;opai~~da "mac~:in~'I,'s':att~inpt
. . " - ~ . ~ :, ' 

." 
at IIthought controll!. S~hools' th~ugho~f,Japan 'h~(l'b,e~n ,centrally 

. . .. ' . " . '" ,:;;.. ':: '," ", 

.controlled by .theMinistr'lJ 'of Educatio,Il' .in, ,~okYo~ 'There" .werenoiocai, 
.' '; -": '.~•• '':-" ••,'1'' 

• > :' , , .~?.. " ./, . 

school,bo~rds so all textbOoks 'v~re issued f'rol!! tne i':r1iriistti 'of 
", ',' . '. ,.' . A • . " ~~f:') \: ., <" '~'~ . -"; ,'.1: ' '42.j 

Education ·and ,-lere filled: wi th ultr~ationali$;a.rid:iJlilitancy•. 

The Oocupation tri~d:to. ",ork 'out :SLl'()~ raniE;)".'s'y~t~~ tq :ins'till, an 
~.' ' , ' ~. ), I • ..; .: j'~ " ,.,' 

'"... 
appreciation of democra:cy in .the youth Q£: ,Japan~' They .:hegpri .by r~-

': '. ',' . '.' ..':.., ." ". ,,. .. ' ". (\.: /./' 


. organizing the," SChQQI ..~ysterri, .revlsmg .the .ciir~iculuID, ret:t:aining 

i .. 

the tiac~ers, establi~hingadult, edu~_ation aD:~:;;.]!ibr.~ri~s"?lld getting 
, ,~ . ' 
': ," 

the prople, involved., in ,C,?mriru:4~:tY :p;rcij~cts"43 . , , 
. , .'. 

T1:te 'Q'ccupatiori ,started ,·li,th ',thei.dea oi:torcl.~the acceptance. of . " . 

produce. ari:'gppreciation and 'an und~~~tahding O.f·:,th'iS, system;. :I-'JacArthur 

'i-l8.S' against a central,police authority 111<;e the' :Home'0f'fice' b'acaus~ ",:, 

he felt that the 'poiice 'ShOuld',bef;ervantst6,thepe~:i?le. "The Diet.' 

,f'in8J.ly agre~d to ailow local po;Lice' forces to.m~e local'af'fairs 

" 'i . 

torted in ini;;e rp:r:.etat ion that 'ft co~ded very little respeot 'from' 

the people. J3ecau,se of: the" facttliat that' sovere:Lgnty of' the' state 
. . '~'. . 

"had' rested in, the Effiperor, . the peopl~ had no basic' uiid,eni~bl~' ',rights 

" .~ 

, ,", . 



': 

, and many' of' them were ~~t e)vera~vare ,that t~ese. rights :exi~ted.45 

f?CAP wante,d a: revision of' the)~iji 'Constitu:tio~ ,~iHen at" the 

, hands of' th~ Japanese~46 ~IOre' this would comeabout,~C.AP issued 
,'. 

T!;tis document its 01>lll I~Japanese Bill, of Rights" on October 9, 1945. 


prohibited legislation that restricteda..rry basichuliJ.an,freedoms. It 


also released the pOlitical prisoriers~ It took a~lay ,most of, the p01vers 


from the, Home Affairs,'Office which,had ',been the central police control., ' 
. " '. 

This oaused the resigDation of Prime MlnisterHigashi:Kuni because, he 

felt that 'hecouldn I t control the coUntry \>11thout the Home Affa.:j.rs 
. . . ' : " ' .: , 

, Ministry. The new Prime Ninister was Shidehare Kijuro who' was fair~y 

cpns~~tive.47 

MacArthur emphasized: the importance. of ,vriting a nevI,' s,ans'titUtion. 

A Cabinet'oommitt~e, .. Wtder the lea~e:t~riip",ofMatskno=to ,fojii ~~s:',; 
, " .' ~. _ '.. d ( '.,.,,' 

formed to, write this canstitution. 'thiS commltt~~ began, taking 
. '.--:' ~. 

suggestions ,for the hew constitution t:r:om anYorie,:'wh~ :~adf?0111~t;hing 

to of:fer,. They reviewed ideas, e:tit;~ial ~ett~~rs;" inte~~e;~i.,~. 'and 

suggestions from:the parties. It became a ':C6mino~ topic :ror afscu;s~ion 
4' "" • 

among the common peop;1e. ' MacArthur was 'insi~tent· that th<;l con!3titJltion 
.: . 

:.' , ~ 'I 

be "Tritten by the pr~ple~.48 '''., 
" '. 

The Committees b~c'ame split bet1-reen cdnserv~tives, and 'liberals
'.," , 

and in ,January 1946 a conservative document'v;as ·subnutted. This con­


stitution shoi-i'ed'very :liitle improvement over- 'tli~.' ~ld IIJ:eij::i. Oon­

stitution. The Emperor had become !Isupreme and inviolable II instead 

,f., . 

, " 

of "sacred and inviolable II. The ,rights', that MacArthur andSCAP had 


'already guaranteed b~Jame dependent upon local o~dinan~e. 

,j ,

SCAP was disappo~nted ivith'the attemp at the' constitution 'so, 
. 30 

-". ' 

.' '. 
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,,', 

on February 23,":L946~'Ge~e,ral Courtn~y Whitney,. :the ,chief of' the...·. 

government section 'of SCAP', 'and :JI'I8.cArthur,presen'ted·minimal principles' , 
.: .. ' .' ",',' r· , ,'. ., ' r' "'. ':- ". , "', ,.' . " 

for the\vrit.ing of a:newconstitution. ViaI.' '-las ,tope ,abolished', forever;· ' 

,'as a natfon8J. policy ahd r;ight, e;eI\' for settling dil?imtes~ , The 
. ", .' . . 

peerage "lould be ended': i,.lith the. presemt g€meratiq~,,'an<l I,lobility ,would ',' 
.' ' ,': ' " " . 

, . ' 

loseits poll,tical powe,r~ The, budget would. have to follow the .'·British 
j ',' '.' , " • 

, , .
',·ays em.' 49,

t " .> 

,The final stipulation \;JaS that th~ sovereigt\~Y'" of the, Stat~ ,,,Quld 

'be placed in. the' pe?ple instead of the Emperor. : ,The Emperor,Who. had 
.' ,. 

denied his own divinity on Ne~<J' Years' Day, ,,,oUId: be retained. as' a 
", j, ' 

" .. ',56 '. " 
symbol, ~'f the 'st~te. ,., This l'ast stipulatiolJ,' had caused, a lot of con-

trover~y .,Eni.peror, Hirohita.w(l,s felt :to be' a "\<Tal;. c,~imina;l by ID.a.l:lY' 
• ' , • '.' < • " 

<Americans and Allies., ,'Ori the other pand,. he)laQ.,cooperatedwell 
. .... ' ". , "" . ':,.~ ,'~ 

with SOAP and he ,,,as . still, held i~, high regard by most of the 


, . Jajxl:nese'~51' General \fuitneybel~eVed~hat the' Emperor had' g.iv~n so , 

, , .' '.' " 

much help' to the Allies·.that,it . would be unfa1r',totrY hi~'.as'·a·\var 
"'. \' 

'Criminal. :the "Em~eror:~d be'en the, High' Prie~t o~ 'Shi~to as' "lell as, 

,;. a godt'·but, "lith i;he erid ofstate'.,s~bsid,ies t'o' Shi~toism and th~.: 
',". ' 

Emperor's ,denial of. his mm cfivinity;' freedok of religion ~rilerged .. 
. '. • ' , , • • '1 ~ " , 

, ,', 

, To help to, broden the' i:deaof free~9m'oi ,re,ii~i()n"" 'V~Ar:thil~ 'invit~~: . 

:"" :, 
. . '\ "~,,' '. .~... 

Mac,Arthur claims '~hat. the clause that ""outla:\'ledwar;ltl~s,':reqirested', 

by Prime Minister Shidehara ~cause, he~J~te~·· t'ci'/~;O~i~it't~: ';:~~·Vival 
., , .' , :'..., ' . • '1:;' ' '!.... '.~\ 

of amilit~ry e.stabiishme~t 'in J~pa~•. ' 'Also.,japaa,~o!lld,no't affo~ 'a 
.: 1.. • ,.- ,. , ; , .~ , ' -'. -, .' .. 

, ' , 
'.' , , I"" " 't' ", " ' 

AlsO"':i,Japan ",co1+1d ',not, affbrdf\a ' 
. : , ::1 ~. ';".: : ", . , ',' .:: :" ' ;' !' ,j 

nlilit~ry e~'tablishmentat this pOirit: 'i~,'ti~~ .. ,~~ IIno, "Iar~<cla~se ., 
,": ,!" .' -, 

'';'.' "31 " " 

"'. . . ~. , 

'n 
.>: ' 



.,' .. 

does ,not mean that .Japa:noould:not 'defend herself.i;'rom outside aggressors 

, .' ," .53 
but 	only the she couldnt~ start any ag~resswn. '. 


, Elections were soheduled for Apr:j.l of 1946 and J:rJacAi'thur was, de- . 

. 	 ' 

termined. to have' a new constitution that met·his'mininnlm·stand8:rds py 

then. He assembled a group of Anlericans to revr.rl teo theconstitution" 

Supposedly, the cOIlllllittee:wa~ tovTdrk closely with the J~panese on the 

final draft. T.b.e'Emp~ror readily approved the Ilew'dr~ft of the, 

constitution although it removed' rlru.:ch .of'his power and la~d.54 .: When 

the 	document '\\Tas presente-d to the original, Japanese constitutional 
,. ' 

coIDIilittee, theYPJ!:'otest~d that it tvas. far from :;Libe;ral than anytp.ing 

. .' . ,; :'. ~' ,'" ";.'~.i,, :,\.. ,:~ t.,: :.,~;',.".J ,.-:'. . 


• ' 	 , ,l,,' ~ 

. they had considered and that it \oJasn t tJapanese. ,¥JaoArthu:r 'gave them 

littl~ ,choi~e but 	t~ accepi; 'the·constitutiop·~ayi~.2that:j..t'would be 

, . - ' .. , . ~ " .,.; .~~r. ':' ' .' 


issued "lhether the co~itte~ approved' or: notancl. ~the.. c~mroittea ,members 
. 	 "', • ~ I -.~. ' . ,:. "I • , ' 

'~; .. '.'( ,~;. ,~, 

would 'be ,left' b,ehind they' did . no·t accept 

'demand that"the'documen;t ·betranslated·j,nto 

',.I ;" ,... 

;bnMSxCh 6, ·1946 ipe Constitution \-las '~~liSh~d~.arici received the 
-.'}.: 

.approval ~f thel%lperor and VJaoArthu.r. It pl~ed,;the ~over~i~ty of 
•... , 	 ': h, " •. 

the 	State with thepe6pI~ as exercized by the.e~ecutiye legislature 

and .Judicial parts . of, 'governrilerit.War "las outla",ed; ciyil' rigj1tswere' 

guaraii'teed :arid the cabinet 'vas in1;l.de; respon'sibie t~ p~rliament~ rfuis 

, lI1011ld "!llean that a non-confi,dence vote ::l-n parlime~t \\Tould either cause 

theCabfuet' to 'resign or dissolve' t~e Diet!>~6. 

The published Co~Stit~tibri. ,~s circulated 'throughout Japantq 'be 

evaluated by the peo:p~e.,Suggest±on~. for sbiallchanges 1vere received 


2 


,", . 

,., 
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',from thrdughou.t,Japan~l;lut in gene,:r;tJ: there i:(cl.S ~riuJh~ approval by, ' 

everyone' exce'pt the Communists. Thegovehune~t; beg~'niassive ::pro~"" <', 

,:, ': ',' '" " '57 
iramsto educate ,the people ~bouttheConstitution. 

, ' , " ' , 'b ., 

SCAP 'pushed for some po1:Ltical'."reforms before 't~e April. e'lection. 

The Die't pasE?ed a Universal, suffra~e 1a\>1 that gave anyon~ overt\vent~t 

years of age the right:' to vote ,",This law gave' women their: first chance, 

,to~~te. 58~: ~ri the Ap:d1' election" ,those who. ¥~~~ 'coInDiitted to the 

Constitution were elected~ 

..ThEiproces9 of d,iscussion' and, review of the Constitution con- ' 
" ' , , , . 

, " 

of Peers appto~ed it' in September of 1946. Finally the Elm~rorde~' 

. ~lared, it, i~w on November 3, 1946 sO:,that it went int9 effect ,in,JrJaY" 

:'0.1 1947~5?:" ," 
;, .."o' 

In manY 'respects the new,: Constitution, is really ,an, amendment of 

the, :Nleiji Constitu.tiopiiri that it ',kept many :of ~he sarrie, stru'ctures 
.' , , .', . .~. : ~ , . ,,~,' :'" ' . ., , ",' " . '. 

, of goverruhent. This ail'owed, for ~ :6~ontinui ty>tha:t is essential;in 

'Japahese' society. It to~k th~,'b~st,'Q~ the",p~f?t and.'the, p~e~~nt~ ,,:the 
, .-, '. .' ,:~ l:.". ,: .~, "":. ~ ~ _- , : : ",~. ~,:" :; ~w,; '~:' f ':,. ' ... '~ ~ . 

, Diet ' no\~:, as~e¢t supreme 'power, from, the ~pero.r.' , The ,0o.1;1Sti'j;ution 
. . " '. " - : ' ',' , :.' : ~ :.', :, .:' 

also had;,a::i3ill of 'Rights '~d pro.vided Jor ':th~ :Ci{v.i,si4il'~~f the power' 
. "' ,. ... " ':. " " .', ", _ :, ' ;":'," ,;. ~~' \~ ,.' ,,'"',', t; .''' / ";".. ' , 

i~t°three w.xts.Amen:~:t to.;-i.C6n~titUt1or; '~:t~O';'cif6i 
'< , 'through 'a', tvlp.;..;thirds maJor:~ty vote,,:l.n a referendU1il~' ..: ", \ ' " 

, " , " , ., ". , ~:: . ': I::' 
',- , ,. . " .!_. :. '",'" .:: • '..' : ,~" ''-'.,''­

'. ',:..J .~. 


, " l>1a.ny polj}ic8J. parties' began, to , surface due, t~' the .neWlY 
, .': '. " ", .,,; .~' ";,:" ;' :. If,:;: :' "~ ..;~",,,~.:/,'.,~ ..~:.~ '. . ~ 

,'guaranteed' Rights. 'Tp.e o.ld leader~~.had be~n discredited-~d' 'the'.' " 
• '. I • , 

'c~untry\~sco.miUitted"t~ one ~ort'<o.f dem~cracy~" \c6ns~~£ives 
, ':" ",", '61 '/", " ' 

"wanted 'to., m~ke Japan"into arespe'ctable country. ' 'The Co.mmunists 
." -" ~,~ < , 

, " .~' .' : : 
campaigned for Po.pUlar,causes.T.neSosihl, Democi!ite's ,wire work;ers 

' :;~"J: ~,'. , , 
'.', ' 

,"3' , 

.". ". 

\ , 



". ,
I" 

and'urba'n irtt'el1eotuals:,who ,\1Ta.nt~d·:tiati6nalH:;ationof 'the ·banks 
• :;'.: ~•. ': ' .,! , ': " • /. '.. :;':: : ~.•/ :. :.1 >:.... ' 

, and industr;i.es,. .TheLib~rai. cPari;y.,\<l,as l~rge a:rla,'oonservitivee"",:They
: .','. . '. ...""('. '~ , '" . " : .' " , 

. ;' ,.........:'" ;~,. ':!' , 

believed i~.' a laissez.,..f~:lre .eo~nomY:,,;:<Th~. 'f':1;og~essJve" l?a.rtY was,.the ' 
'.' ... '.: '" ' '. ' ' .. , ", .. ,:, .:: ':~, "':::'" .' : .": 6£"'" '.";":" .'.", . 

mosj; 'o':onserV~tive and:had thegr~atest fqllowipg.' ;; 
~ • , '. ~. *' • • " ~... " ' 

The. sucoess of the. ,demooratic. mov.es -oould ·b~~·:seen even before . " '. ',' ',. .~~ ,:', ,:' "...' . .' (',: .". ,. ." . 


the' new Constltutionwent 'into ,:~ff~9~.•c. :' In .the l'He'ctions:'of April
: " "{,.,' ... , . ,:", ~.. " . : ~1<',''' "!. .;;;. >".'~.':;:', '.:' ',~' ", :..: ~\:_:' ..~., ... ~. ," ./. "',,: ':- ,', 
10, 1946' 7596' of th~' eiigible..:"qte,rs·~oted~ . This~'includ¢«( 13,;·qoo,000 .. 

women. ',·9r;· ~li tlio~e ·.~):ected; dnii" s'ii' y~ere 'P~~f~'~'Sio~a1 ,'~~~iticians 
".', ", t. _ • ~~ ...: ' ,~ " :. ' . " • 

. , 

.. ' .. ' \l/~men: :in~de ~~~e~ ,great: 'advan;e s .. in.. post-war.' J apan~' :Th~Y :j'6ined': the. 
, , • .,.' ,;'. 'j 

" \ • "',:; ";' .,' " ,.' ~ ".' ,,". ~ i 

,'professions ,. labor· un'ions' and.' w'orkers i . organizit:i:<;ms. They' ~idrked: :for '., 

':. e~h~·:p~y.an~'·~i~~~it~·.le..~~·. 'Ih ,~'d~cation .'they ~~i~~d: c6-e'duoation' 

. and ~otai~;p'equbiti." Lq.ws 'c~nce~i~Jna~i~e~' . divor6e and., a~~i'terY ' 
.' • ~: r. ,~ I " : ' ., ' ., .,' 

" 

were:· ch.~ged,··so 'vomen coUld be e·qv.8.l,\lTii;h men. ,Contrq.ct marriage
I,: 

. ;. 
and cono~~~nage ~~r·~·.ro"r~idcien.~~:·:'.',:··.', ,. ::. :." 

.... " 

A, ·reviewof·}the: O~cupatidrishO\'1S that the :.f.i~.st:. two ye~;;si:'were 
• I • " -' 

"spent 'in:rrantic.,eff.ort~t6 :'~form' Japim.. By, i947 the C~id 'far had 

,;'ch~ed "~h~' ~p~~~~~"";r~m: re'~orm'~f ;;$.p~" to~king: 'Japan ~. ,~ilY' , 
.', • , q , • • • ,,' 

, ..~ 

In 'the .Autu.mnor..:1949 .... .' 
I ',' '.' "':,' ' ­

Great, B:dta~n and' the,' Uni ted S'tat~s,ag;ee9- that japan' sh.o~·d· b~, . :. 
. 

g±ci.nt~d'a: iiberal' trea;tyto~ssure .i~~ese rri~ndship·t~w~~.ihe· 
. , ' .' . '..' '. , "" . 

~ ;', -, " ,. 
West·~.·,:'II~th· tl;1€l.Peace treaty"of'September 8i':1951 , Japan entered the, 

'.( . .' 

, United Nations,. and the, .. Oc(mpati9n;~nded·~' somEH1hat hurri.~d by the 
. . ". ,", " , , ' " ..··':·~4 .... 

" .' 

.. " 

" ',' 

.\':'; :' ", 

" . 
'I:,' ;. 
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Korea..l1 \var, on April 28, 1952. 

I' 

I 
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.' ',ORAFTER III. 

The DeveloPment or::l,)emoc,raoy ,in: Ja:p~: 
. An ovEiraii·'vi~w" '.' . 

, ...., ..' ' 

In'" sUmmarizing th~ 'pOl~t{C8J. :a~~ge,}~ ;;:J~pa.ri;:~it~r,;v{ojrld,}/ar II, 


MacArthur ,said that the"japanese J:ia.d:~~aY~ b,e,en a '-l~rri6t, ~o:Ple. 

. ' <./ ",.1. .:_ '; 

.	The massesvrere under the control/of' tradition, l,egend" mytho'loiV' and 


regimentation. 'Because'they h,ad :nev~r ,lost' Q;. ,~~~ / t~~'Y';f'~li ,1;ha:~'~ they 


~re invincible. Tb:is'"m.s aJ.l· d,e'stroye9.:,:in'w.:orld' v{ar I+"~dlef':& ,a , 

.,: ;. " 	 ' .: 1 ' ~ :.~' 

moral, 'physical and mental vacuum:,. Then' ria, "Spi.titUal . rErvoluti6~~:e:hs:ued 
which almost overnight' t~reasunder' ~ theory ',and pr~ct,iqe' of,"i'if'e'.' , "',,'" .. 1 ", "", ,/' , 
built upon 2,00Q years ,of', history and legenii~', DeIlio6rahy came' in 'to 

.±"ill this' vacuum. ,The ,~alid.ity .of this, statel1Ieht 'mist be q~estioned 
when the ,historian considers thep61itical d~vei~~;pfrierits in 'Japan 

, , . , . . ~: ,;.. . 

"prior to'1932. TIle Meiji Oonstitution, the ,ris~ of' the Middle 'Olasst 

'i~d.ustrialization,arid,the rise of :the, parties did ,not bring J~pari. tq , 
, " 

a full democracy but, depending on one's definition of democracy~ they 

tllere seedsbf grotith :i:p.that directione Thti~,. tho'qgh theori/iinal 

democratic movemeht'failed" its 'democratic features made thedemocratiza­

tion after the l,Qarmucli .easier.2"' 

It might be helpi'u,l to. list some of the democratic feam,res: h 
, The 1'1eiji Oonst.i tUti6n itiaranteed equ;:li'ity under the law. This, of', 

,course, di('inot inolude:' ,the Imperial'. family, but it did provide some 

, cla.ss: mobility necessarY..fa'r a dem6cr~cy.' It ,also' 'granted concessions, 

of ,freedom of, ~peech,freedom ofmov~meht and-freedom of'assoyiat;i.on.. 


. These t"ere c0ncessi~ns and n~t rights so' that the Empero'r ret~ined 

" .. '. 	 " 

total~uthority ove;rthe ':people. .2., 'T):le sys;temof compulsory," 


universal and uniform education also, tended toWard democracy. This 


was an e9-ualizing .force which helped to produce a greater sense of 


equality.' ,On the other hand, the, education ';;;~scontrolled to such ' 


,an ext€!nt that it 'limited free. ahd' creative thou,ght 'tl1hichi'salso 


~ecessary ~or democraey. 3. The IVIeiji government' also used the 


merit system which prefers ability' over social' position.' 


http:of'assoyiat;i.on


The mbst, helpful, feature of the government under, the Mei,ji Con­


~tit~tion j,it'developing democratic, tendenci~~was'th'at, altho~h' 'the 

. .' " ',".,..." 

power was a~ways .in "the hands of the' oligarchy, )lutocracy or' , 

,military,regime, the ,Japanese gained, ~xperienc~inat'least ,the" 

mechanics of ' a'parlimel'!tary' system~ They le~e<lhO~ to 'scru~in-' 

ize abd c~iticize existing authoriti~s. They.even,gainedexpe~J.ence 

at forming a national budget. '~ough most of ~he criticism of the 


", ' 

government was suppres'sea., 'for three generatio~~ many-Japanese found" 

the'courage, ten~city a.ti~ se'ns~ ,of democracy, to: criticize ,their efforts. 

Even imen ,the militarist~ '.fere in P9ilTer; II1aIlY 3?arty:'pebple'qp~~i~u,.~~. .-' , , .- ... 

, to be elect~d 'tome Diet. In '1942, imEm ,strong intimidat:Lon began , 


to be used ,to' co~rc~tne' voters ,to vote fo~"'the'miiita~,'20% of the' 

vote 'was :~~i11~t the' milit~n:y~4, " ,r, ~(',",::;, '", ,,' ,.", "''',~, t,":'- >')',"" :, 


: .: '. .~ ~ :',l 

Still, the democratic tendehcie13 failed .to; ''produ6e' a democratiC.' 


gove~e~t.' The reasori~ for, this,' ~re 'as varied as' the, different " 


historians,"lho' study' t1?e ,problem. ,Many of ,:these'."'~~asons' h~LVe~,-' 


ready been discussed. ,The docile' bac~~~d '9f the':&.o~l~; ':, 'tl}~ 

shortness' of time (especi~ly wheri ~'o~side~d'~eit' to the~e~~ries : 


aliowa'd ,for :the develop~ent of vlestern democ'~~ies, ,the', so~e~e~gnity 


',Of ;thefEmpeFor, the xer,lOphobia, produced by th~: '~'pfe~d.. ,,~f'" \~est~:tp. ': 
, .' " ' .,' .. : . 

encroachinent; the pm'ler of theini~itary,thesh8iioivn~ss, of,:'the 
.' . ~. 

move tmiard liberation and the need' for quick industria:lizatio~ 
, < -," " 

'arej-p.st ',a .fe, .. of,.tb,~reasons fOr, the failure of :a, pre-1.olaX democ­

racy' in 'Japan. ' . ',' " ' . 

This:failUre call'hctrdly ,mea!i'that the ,:Post-\"Torld itlar,II de'moc­

"racy '''TaB ~o revolutiolfary tha't i:i suddenly " •• ~ :tore Ctsundera 

theory and' prac.tic'eb~sed on, 2,.000 years of' hi~to:r:v, .tra(l,ition,arid, 

. legend.'!. ",In, 'factJ'~~clies of the,p~~i' \~orid W8.J:"iI 'Constitution,', 

show that'~h'ile 'it did, borrow" some thiJ;lgs from' A\:n~ric~ and 


:Europeaninstitutions,.,it ~asicallY ;'fO,~lOYl~d th~ ,Neiji Cons:!;itut:ion.5. .. 


. The del'!1qcI:~cyaft'er vl~;ldvla.r II' :t~s new in certain r!?spects, ,but it ' , 


:a~:pears~o~logical·to ~aYitWas' the fuif~lim~iit: of '~ mov~me~i ~ 

thai; direction that "had begun 'ase~ly .asl~90' m:.th 't~e Meiji . 


Constitution. This'statement must be qualified to "the e,xteht that 


".,ithout the catalyst 'of ~de.f,eat and 'occupation, the q.emocratic move- , 

,J7 ' 
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;j, . 
-,'" . 

.. '.' : 
.', ".: ..... 

, ". ~~. ~ ':..~. : i,!. 
;,

j~' ,. ..... :' 

~:: .. 
" r," \0' , 

. ': 

ment in Japan!1laY, h8r~~:)lev~r been'Bo successrUi_.~ " " ' 
'Th~ reai ~:Ucoe'ss :ofthe d~moc~tizati6n'~f'Japan after, Wo'r~d \'lar, 

II mus~':a1s0' ~e, eval~ate:d~' ,The O~cupati~n ~~d ~em~~rat'±z~tion has'" ' , ,', .-', ' " , ' 6 
been _cailecr~',n~ssiv.€l' exp~~'imen:t':in p~~ed p6litic~ change" • 'Yet, 
the ~oc~~'~ ~f>l;he,od6~pa.ti6n' dem~d~d :that ,de~pc'ra:t'i~' te~dEmcies'"
" ,,', '. ":', '" ",' ,.. ' ,',",',' " ',' ,7 ":" " " "'" "" ',' 
from the, past be sei:(rched pu,t and cultivated., The results,. of. stiDh 

"', 

'.' '.' . . . . ' ,', 

a search d~pe:p.a.':Up6n on~"s, opinion, 'of\;lhat~ democracy is. The Occupation 

'.felt that" 'a'~~'ailY' ~'~m06ra:tic g;~~:rnn1ent, rests i~ ,the', cpns,ent :Qf, the 

,gove~ed.'" ,~is: :~mp;Lies:,the sortof,,"e'q~itY lUi-Thich .,ea~h :~"ritus't" 
prove' his own \v9rth., . it also i~plies" a'guarant~e .of the 's~fety ,and " 

'securi'ty 'of; \'fhe;ther ,or not, the,Y ,are i~ agreeineri·t',-i'lith' -the Present 

i-uling' bod;.8' The, :Pllrges.' su~p~ess:ions ~d 'other resi;;idtions :oftP-e 

pre-occu~ti~n g~W~$~t ,'prev~~ted"t~is' sor,t~f':'~qu.hlity' a~d :i~e,dom. 
'!he Jap~ese' Bill or' :a,igJitstried' t:o illsure -t~e's'e:, right~. ' , ' , " 

, On the' ot~e~ 'hand.', the effo:r:ts, of' the Occupat;'onforce ,toprentote 

' 

, . 
" ;. 

:' democrady ,had ,~':ar,8:woaclcs.- , ' Al thoug~: Iv~Arthur' ,cl~imed that the new 

, consti'tution \.;as the ~vil:l of 'the people, it, c~be ei:dsly' seen, (jusf 

, by ,the way ,th$,t it' ~~~<~itten),,:that it W~!?' n~t 'a gra~s ,roots d~cument' 
: ','4~re,v~ua ':p.ative'Ja~~se ,document'. It has bee~",~gUed a's t?',hOw ' 

. ~e~~c,ra~.i,o" ~', o,~~s:titiltion '':1hi!)h has 'been ,forced' dO\vil,Onels "thr~at can' 

',be., ~' 

Othe~s 
" 
':have',ar~~d that a little~ punitive actiont~ke:n,agai:rist, 

f()rIner: nieinbe~' of, the: 'Wre~ucra~y:' l~d 'manY' of :the ' same: mEm, ,:Wli~:: \vere, 

,'Used, t~: fI,ifu:.espon:8'~bl~,: g~vernm~ntn' 'book:' into ,go~nime~t'. 10' As :t~e' 
.' 	 • I' , " •. 

, ';'. 	 .ocoupatlo* ~ent: on :and', econo~c rec'~'Vei:y ''las emphi3-sized' over, p~,litical 

rec~Very, ',the : machinery: that had' beeti set' up to 'prig~' th~ right' ~iing,
, ~ 

'wh~ch:"h~dd~,s,trOyed:~;~;,~.n, ,begah ,to' ~~, 'us:ed against' boinmimist~ cipd ' " ' 
,:'~~cais~", Th:i~was' ~lso:a ~t~Pb·k~.~d, for d~inocr~cy.1l' :At'~'t~e,-t~~ 

• 	 T. '. ••• 

.of the 'Occupatipn, Qthers, feared the, retention,Qf the Emperor~" , They: ' 

, "realized his legal ~~st~ict10ns but' feared' ,t4e' 'popularity he still 

co~eQ..,12 .. ',The ~up;~rt that, w~s,.'giVen, to th~' zaibatsu 'irt th~' ,later. ,','. 

years 	of, the ~Pccupati~n,:tended to ,be less democratic 'thai>.' ,the :initial 

democratization PlaD.Se'1,-3 - ,,_,,' ". ","";' ,'",>,~:'-'X',,: :" ,", 
. '," 

, " ",:,',38 " 
.', ~ 

~ f,~.·.~ 

. , ',: 

,j' 

r,: 	 .' " 

" .. : 
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.'~. 

'.',' to 0 

still, 'in spit~';:qf. theseandmci.ny 6the'r' steps bacl~ward,. the· 

Occupat:i,ox;.:· can'ol~m c~edit for' reform Upon reforem \..rhi~l1 gav~ Japan 

essentially the ~ame political s:tructure i't' has. today. The , 

corrimiss~on on the C~n~tituti~~, ~iOh 'ciet ;f~mn 1951't.~1964, did 

provide fbr,a few. substantiai' changes' in the' Constitution but ',these
.' ,. ' , ' . " 	 . . , .. 

appeare!i to ~e a ,reaction {~om' having·the ,Cons'j;itution forc~d on. them 

from outside. 'l'heoriginal democratic foundation of the Constitution 
" 	 ' ",'. 	 '. '. 14::···· 

was kept intact.." . , l 

Therefore, it appears that'the Occupation of,Japa:D. a±t~r"'\vbrld :War 
II did bring about a generaldemooratization of' .Japan. tet, these,' 

.oh~es .,~ould have' disappea:r:.ed on April 28, ~'852 '\'lhen the 0Cl0tipatiol?­

'Pulled ont,if they had not been es~entiallybaok~dby,the :Japp.ri:ese'. 
• 	 • " 0 , " . '. ~ 0 

people. The Japanese people oould n~t havesuppo:t'ted or'oper'ited 


the system forced upon them if they had ~ot·experienceda liperal, 


demooratizing movement .·before the' Occupation. The:develoPment, ,of 


" 	d~mocraCyiO. Japan; thE:m~:is not' 'a mir~cle bYMaoA.~thur, but 'isa ' 

slOl'l,,' deveioping process which, like anything healthy, has. had, 'to. 

have time to grOl'l roots, s~ferhardships and receive hell? 'from 

the, outside, until, it aehieves the self-confidence of· maturity. 

," . :.,,' 

..', \ . ",~, 
l , ",,;l ':: ~" i . "r 

,',' 

'. ' 
.. 

'... 	 ';', 
" ,~ .'39/' ..... 	 ',' "'" ' 

" 

.. ,~~' 

... 
?',' 

!' 	 , " 1 
, 	 " ,_ :-.:, . I', 
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