
, t,' 

.\ ­

" ." ",:­

'United St~t~s Involvement in.Guatemala 1954 

A Rese~rih Pape~' 

_- SI.lt.mi·tted.to the u'l ty . 


Of Saint Meinrad C~11e6~ of Liberal Arts­

.1nP:9.r.i:ial Fulfillment c:f the Requir'emerit-::; 


. For the 'Degree of ~achelor of Art~... 


ith tvti_~~e '·)ir·us 
t-1ay" ,'1988 

Sajnt Meinrad College 
St~ Mernrad, Indiaria 

, .' " 

, '" .:,­. '~ .",' 

http:SI.lt.mi�tted.to


leftGener~l Fedricb Ponce 'in pow~r (Seh1esinge~ 

.,.. - .: 

In Ha)', ~.nd .JIJl)e of i944 3.' b':.PY\',;:.f:=,ch'c.ol;'te,:<,eher·:;,~ 
""" 

shopkeepers,skil ied worker~ ~~d .tudents' 

the ':;e I.} e r' e 

Ubi co. ThE's.e. non.-vi olent demc.n'str·.~,tJons .}ol t~d 'the r'egime 

.:<. r .". t h.:\ the (·<,I.a -:. 

landed aristocrac;, who were the tradi tionalcl 

.. 
w.ant~d,Ubiccl to '-:.IJppr'ess di's:.ent a9·ain-::.t the gOl.)er·i-lment~ B,nd 

beo-cau:.e of his ,8,C t'j ons that the pr'e,te-:,ts of 1944 'carne in t.:), 

bein~. Ubiec massacred rebe}l ious Indi~ns and killed tabor 

1ea,ders, ',intellectual''':' b)k.eep the suppor·t of Hie landed, 

! \', 

he' completely understand what was taking place In th~, 

c()l.mt'r·;-:·.·He, rherely thought'that the p'eop]e wer'e tired of the' 

le:<.der'sh·ip c.f Ubico ra,ther than that, they might pos-:,ib1:y bE' 

tL~ed, of a dictators~lp instead. Ponc~ tur,nedbut ~obe Just 

as ~igida leadera~ was Ubic6. Ronceinstitut~d some modest 

r'efor:ms i hthe ' teacher·s"" ':.,:;.;Lar' i e':;, a,s kle 11 a,s I n the' 

enoughtci s,:;.;ti-:;,fy, the ,r'eforms I/Jhic'h the .publ ie "demanded. 



I.Jir-l.Js.2. 

, " 

clpPoscition"the sc~,elol te he.r--:, ,:i,nd c,th'er-:=., :s.tar.'ted to loe,~:' 

him Tt,', the ne;d e'lection. The pe,~ple l',Jant.!?d~ .:'.';:' 1,J,1€:'11 "';:"'--' 

hoped.:. .j:;:or·" .;:., deme.er-B.t i C Qover-nment.· The . - -, . 

Unive.r-sit>' elf .Tucuman .;:..nd .;:..t, the ,ti'rne IAIB.-:. 1 ir...ling"in exile ,in 
-.. . , 

f':lr'mi?d .the backbone of t,he" clppc":;i ti c~n. Thete,.acher·s. cabled 

Ar- e \) a lot 0 asK him b:. r- un, a ,:. a. e.a n didate ' i ri . the up e elm i, n g, 

e 1ec t i on. Ar·el.,'..a 10 agr-eed. Hi? ·;:.a i d' thB. t he li.JOU 1 d be: ,a 

.' 
~-, C"'2 Si?ptember- 1 '7'44 . (Sch 1~:=.J nl~er' . .t:.,.J, 

-",. 

1 '7'44, 
.. ,,' >" 

had left Guatem~laearl ier-. went fa tl . " 

r-evolt:•. ·ThJ,-:.. 'sc,Jdier·s r'etur"ned ,·te, GI.JB.temB.la B.nd'stB.r·ted ..". 
'; 

r'e'..~crl t· agB. i n,·lt:: F:;:on.ce b::;':< c:.§.~ tur- i ng f,:,r-t Ma t.~.mo·=" The)' ther'1 

dish· i bu t eidthe ar'ms th ';'they cB.ptl.Jr-ed tel the students., 

http:F:;:on.ce
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The t~o army off jeers were Major Francisco Arana and Captain 

100 people were kil led.,' M~jor Arana and Ca~tain Arbenz 

fr'el? e 1 ee t ions, l.Jnder 

clf demoer· .;1.1: y .;..n d soc i ,:'.1 . j li s t i ee ,. On' t"'1.9,r· c h 15, 1 '?-45 ,Ju a.n 

and became lh~'first. 

elec1:ed p'r'esident of Guatema.1a. (Schre~.inger· :;::1;35). 

his term. They were agrarian reform, protecti~nof1abor, a 

better. edu,catIon the conso1 ida. t ion ' of 

politica,l demCICT;acy. In' Dc tciber i '7'46,' the, Gu a t ern."..l a.r' 

Congress p d a Social Security Law ~hjch gaue worke~s,the 

maternity benefits, ~nd basic educa~ion, Also included wa$ 

health care. In 1947, the Guatemalan Congress. p~~sed a labor 
. , 

t h .;:..f ~'.J8. -:;.. mode- I Ii? d.:.. f t e r t h.e VJagn er· Ac t.' Ar' eo ~',-?l 0 on 1>' 

took mode~tagrarian re-form measur~s. Hefermed a .national 

t CI sma.ll f .9.r'me r S" He d,l ·;:.Cl t r' i'e d t e r' t?.;:d s' t eo r .a:l I , '1 arid ,. ovm e d 

titles they had· f~r their land (Schl,singeor , :=:8 , 41 ) " 

. ~, 

http:Guatema.1a
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Major- Fr-an~is~o Ar-ana; w~o -wa$ a cons~r-vative and who 

. ha.d helpe'd to, o'-.1er-thr·ctl/,lthe' Pcrnee djct:~tt:.r··:;hip,-' I/Ja-:· the 

leader- of, the opposition to Ar·ev·:'.l0 arid the leftists. The> 

con s tituti ()n r- e qui r- e d a. 1 1. P0 J i tic tI. lea. 1"1 dida. t e .:; tor- e,':; i g n .9, n y 

s they had I/.,Ihen -the,y' r-an for',,m i 1 i tar-):, or' got.-'er·nmen.t offi 

the presidential o~fic~. Wh~n, Ar-ana sai~'he wa~ going to run 

fo~ pr-esident he r~j~sed tor-esign his"ar-my office, so the 

congr-~ss of Guatemaia ~aidit would inve~tigate him. Major­

Ar·e.n:athen-tbld Congr-ess tha.t H it investig.:..ted him he 

lefti·:;ts I;.Jer-e.a.fr-aid of A·r·a.n·~"'·:; str·ength .in the ·.a.r·rT!)'·, his 

to labor unions. The 

leftists: bel ie'.Je.d they needed, a candidate felP ~he 1950 

. , 
pre -e. i de r! t ..:..l 

" 

e l·e c t I Con t"lh 0 (1.JOU 1 d not . be· 'E.e e n - as e.n t. i ~m i lit ':'.r· y " 

- . . 

The leftists chose D~fense Minliter- Jacbbo Ar-ben~. Ar-benz, 

dicta.tqr·ship, had, the -:.uppor-t. of'· the yourig' and more· I iber'al 

members. of the ar~y,(Schlesinger-43). 

Ar~na and Ar-benz wep~ never- fr-iends. These two men were 

r' i ',ie.l·:; af ter' ,the' ub i co'-Ponce" Die t.:.. b:rr·;:.h ip wa·::. defe,~ ted. t·.Jhen 

he was jhe Chair-man of the Junta that ruled Guatemala fr-om 
. . , 

1944-45, Ar'ana tr-ied to seize le.~.dership r:rf the countr'/" but 

The l'eft i sts bel i'e',Jed that Ar·arla. v..lr:rul d· troy to 1eada coup 

.;. j' .-', 

http:Ar�ev�:'.l0
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befor-e the :1950 election) or ~t the ver-y least would ~se the 

. ' 

m i, 1 i tar' '/ b:. get 1-; i mse 1 f el ;?:ted tc. the pr·e';:.i dency. These. 

leftl,;:.ts. decided th.:..t Ar·':'.na h':'.d tCI be el iminated. They 

r·e'.}oluti,on in,st',the govl?r'nrnl?nt or·,b/·c.3.ptur-'ing him and 

t.:..I<ing him c,ut ':,+' thl? countr->" on a pl.:..nl? They decided tCI, 

C.9.p:l:ur-e him becau·:.e the;....·thc:uqht th.:..t if :Ar·a.n~l..,la,·E. arresi:;?d 
, ., ' ­

the ~r-my w~uldr~vol t (Schlesin~er 43,44); 

On .July 18 L 1'7'4'7' Ar':'.n.:.. l,!J·as in ,the tOI,...m of Ama.titl.an 

I.....lhen he left toretur-n to the,,:.:..pita.l on the nar-rOIAf br-idge 

c':'.11 ed P'-Jen te de 1a Gl or' i .;:..~ hi.". C':'.r- I,.'J·:'.S ':.t.::.pped b)-" armed 

men. l'la.jor· Arana. pull,ed out his pisb:d a.nd demanded t,::r b'l?' 

let acrO'E,S the bridge. After' Ar-.an.:., pulled his' pi,;;;.tol a 

battle. tool< pl.;:t.ce ir'j,I..oJhich he 1 • .oJ·as Killed alon.~ J..\dth",a 

compan i on a.nd his ,:ha.uffeur· 1.....1.:..·:. l.....lounded. The k: ill ing 

Ar- an a.ca.u se d ·3.n ·upr-i:.ing in Gu a. t em~.l :'':'.. 1.....lh i c h 

led .. , ':',rmy· ·of f ice r- ,::. ' 
. ,~. 

Pre<;;.ident Are·va.lc~ galJe .;:t.r,ms,:,tc. ·:.'~meun.!I::rn '~K'r:ker':s, to help 


put 'dm...m the, uprising, .3."lc,hg 1.'••lith,a"gener.3.1slrike. The 


, Arev.:., 1q'adrn in i s tr'a t ion' SIJr''J i (Jed. th~r'ebe 11,i c'n. Af f~r' th, is ,a 


short rebell,ion led ~y Colonel Castillo Armas failed. A+te~ 
. .; " ~ " 

. , 

the e riEj i n gc,f these r ell i ,:.n s· .J o9,c ot:~cI. 
'" 

Ar: be n z '1.'./:;',:;' seen o9.·~' t. he' 

, ' , 

person t<;:t tB,ke o',Jer' after'<:Ar'e'/,,,,1'0. , ~;o '.I,,\li th' the. de.9,thof 
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pre s j den,t Guatema1.:.. i,n tv1,arch 1,,';;'51 ( 


Ar·an.a, Ar',benz 

. . ~ , 

: ~,' 

C ,::0. P j t ':'.1 'i.st sta.te,. In I;) the r' '....Jor d'::, .j' ,he .1/J.:i.ri ted to. f r'e eo 

GU:':I.temal a .e~onomi call y fr'om thecc'ntr'cdof the< United St.:..t.e:=­

corporations. Arbe<nz's greatest drea~w~~ an agr~rian re<fo~m 

1 a.I,1•.I. I t, tooK .h m" ye ar of h .c..r d '/·,or k to m.c..K e Ii h::. :dr·e a.m come 

,The: la,!A' g.c..ve the. gOlJernme<rlt the author i 'b' to e),:propr i .c..teo 
" . . ..' , ' 

,onlj'unc8ltivated.~ortions of' large ·plantations. F~rms that. 

v.Jere sma.ll er' th:an 

..;:... cr·e·::. in s;.ize a.nd thad I....Jere two­

thir~s ~ultivated were also not affect.d by' the law. ~lT the 
. , 

. . . . 

l.c..nd ta.~~en 1,'Jould then be p.:..id ·fclr· in h'J,?:rd:y-five yea.r bonds 

rate. 'The government de rmined the value of the land 

according ·to ~hep~1~e of the land th~t'fh~ o~n~rs plac~d on 

the j'r ·.tax ;:or·ms. Under th! sTat',) ,·::.ome 10(1,00 1]' fami'l i €,,::. 

reci€'ved a total of·I.5 mi'lll ion acr€'s, which the,go0ernment 

p.c..id, a t6t.:..l of $.8.,:345,545 ,in' bc'nds. (:::khie:~in,~er·5::::-54).' 

economy of Guateom~la~ Arbehz built a pub1 icly owned port on 

Guatemala/sAtlantic coast to co~pete with the other: " 



, , 

the United Fr'ui,t Compan;>'. Ar-~.enz B.1sc. b.1.Jilt.9. higt'tl-\l.ay,to· th.? 

r- a. i 1r-';).:'.d, wh, i c h 1,'J.:'. s B.1 ·:=.c' c.llm,e d b:y' th e , L!r; it';d . Fr- u i t Comp an)-':' 
,.- • -, ,I' " :". ~ • .' • _ - • 

,A gOlJer'hrT,ent-r-un ~tydr·C:,e1 ect~"'ic),"pq ~.n'tll ..la::. t:~;i 11:' td"c;'e~te a 
. '" . ~.' . , , 

, , ' 

n;:'. t i c.n.9.1, i 'z i ng' ·the i r. comp~.n i e';:," :Tt'L'?:;:.e,: r'~for'rris "~;,IOU 1 d 1.9. ie-r' 

:.~ , 

iongr-es~sicin~l, debate, 

i ncorne. income· tax \,'·)a·;:· 

the first in the history of Guafema1a. If ,it ha~ b.en passed 

seven yeats Jate~, Arbe~z's ag~~rian r-efor-mb'i11 wbu,ld have 

been acc e p tB.b 1 e .i ri,t h e Arr,er- i c a.n All j B.n c e for' Pr' ogr' e ·:=.s 

program. This reform would ha0e been accept~b1~, to the 

. ' 

beca.IJse such 

p~.rt qf the, All jar-Ice for" P~·clI;.re::.s pr·ogra.m (Scfi,l,esi nger 

53,54) .. ,. 

'. 
,klhen'the agr<:..r-ian .r·efor-m l~,1,'J 1)·.1.:'.S irrq:i1emented it VJa.':::. 

, .." 

, IAlh,j I...·)a.n t ,",'d mor' e ' 1 ·9.n d ~ 

legally allowed to take. 



II 

: ..::. : 

'{,", 

.1 eft i ·;;ts IlJho 1.....I~.nted to. speed' up tne r-et)ctl ut i on e·i"lc(:.IJr-d.ged 

the pe~~a~ti.to t~ke over- these lands. Fr-om Decembep 1953 to 

Apr- i1 1 '7'54 th i r·t):· pro i ~n~.te ~}·.1e r' e ill ega ly taken by'.. : .'­~ 

I' 
meti~g out fines ?n~. other p~nishment~ to the lotal agrarian 

e.l::imrrri ttees f~,at br"ol<e the 1 alAI (S;'~hle·iingo?r· 54). 

The' Comrnun i st Par ty' 1/..1 a. s. ne~H?r' ·ver·)' successfu 1 in 

g.9. t)e 1 ot:; a 1 . C'::immu n i s t 

thei~ fi~it oppor-tunitj ~o or-ganize. In 1945 the Communist 

f IJ r the r ·t h .? -::. p r' . of t',1ar-x j 
.' 

sm. ' This' -::.chooll}.las closed by" 

President ArevaJo~ con-::·t i tu t i on under. Ar-ti'cle 

P r cd"l i. b i. ted p c· 1 i tic a. 1 . 0 r 9 ':<. n i z a. t·j CI n -::. ·0 of .~. foreign 

i rlt ern ~ t rein.;:.. 1 c h .ar· a.c t e r·". Sbrries.ma 11 CommlJ n i s t ':. t u d:~' gr' OU p s 

,l,oJer'e' sti]l ,in eX]',-::.tente afte-r' President. Ar·ev.:..le. tc.ok ,this. 

" 
.ae t i on. :30me Tommun i st·:. 1).)1"10 1,'·Jere member's of.' 'Ar:e",Ja 1c." S. 

tu~n thii party into a peasant and ~orker Communist·Party. 

During the pa.r·ty'ec.nvention 'of 1946, the-::.e r·adir.:a.l-::. v.Jere 

1'1 a.n lJo? 1 For tun y t."I';'. ';:. m·;.:de . the ';te n era 1 ·:.ec r· e tar- y of th el=' a.r· t y._ 

d.n' or·gz..n i z ~d: i6n v.!lthin the. par·ty c 21.1 1 e d the 
, " 

D~mocr~tjc Vanguard (Schlesinger- ). 

http:Sbrries.ma
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Party,'had diffe~ent Jobs. At d,ifferent times Fort~ny was, a 

law student~ radto· ,b~oadeas~er, and 'he worKed' for the 

British:legation in the ta~ital eit~. Fo~tany became a 
'. . . . 

eon~idant of President Arbenz~ Fortuny was respeete~ or hii 

and brusque manner offended ma.ny. pecop Ie. in 

Guate~al~, incTudirighis ownj6tlowers. He was n.uer abl~ to 

get ." the Guatemal anpee.pT e: te. beli e'·)e tha.t h~ 1.-')a.S-8. real 

. 
defeated in 

" 

1952 when he r,an 'for' 

, , 

a.nd rJot.:ondition-:::. in GUatemc..l,a.. FqrtuFrY:-8.nd his Dem.:.er .•..tie 

Vanguard le~~~he Reu61utionar~,Action p~rtj b~eause he 

elf the part./.Fortuny.a.nd .hi:. 

GIJ a t ema 1 -8. , C -8.11 e.d the Cc.rmnu n i s t party of 
'.-, " 

Corrimun·j"stP-9.ptyin, GU-8.temal-8 .• The n·;:r.me elf. t.his thir·d par·i:y 

,', I 

http:n�;:r.me
http:part./.Fortuny.a.nd
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Gut ier-r'ez 1.·\,l.a-=:· ·a·' school teacher' .joineq the 

,Comm~njst Party. He'was' 

beca~se h~ did' not we~r. ~~ported ~lothing~ He. refused 

indl.J:.tr:y. He Ij.JaS ':'.1-=:.1:) given t.hi·'; name. becau·;:.e clf his 'E.imple 

. . .' 

1 i.fe 'E.tyle.·Thi-=:. man y·)a::. different.fr-6m, For·tun;,I.in·every 1,.'.la.y 
. , 

bu t i de'oLc.gy (:=;c.h.l es i nger 57)'. 

1,0.) ill that existed betvJee.n-him .:<.nd the v.Jorker·s ~·J.:<.S an 

important reaso~ why the ~orkers w~re supporting the 

Comml.Jn t cau.se. In the beg,inning the ttfJQ Communist Parties 

tJJere not uni ted. Other CClmmmunist lea.ders in Lat.in America 

. . 

went toa 'world me~ting of t~e internationalcon~r;ss of the 

. Un i on s, of: VJh i c h· hisCommuni 

Gutierrrez r~turi-,ed .to Guate~la.la he disba.nded his' p.:<.rty a.nd 

cc,n'-,.1iction the)-' l.·J.3.nted. He did tell hi:.pec.p1ethe Soviet 

http:Guate~la.la
http:Comml.Jn
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. .~. 

Guti€'rrez"sp~,rty,t.he Gua.t.errJa1an U!bor' P,~r't.y bec,9.use, t.he 

~"Ic;r' ij' C.:trnmu n i .:. t c~.u·:;·e d the P':'or' Pe op 1 e t. 0" aiJ 'i en a t. e th em~,e l·,} e s 
. . .~ 

fr-,orrl H!i·s p.9.rty. Fr:c'm th i,;;, moment., Fort.un)'; bec~.me the 1 e,.a.der· 

. , . . 
of Guatemalan Communists. Gutierrez remaj~~d the main labor 

. . . . " . 

br' g.9,n i z e r-, bl.J t ~.,I~.-:::" nC'!),1 i n ~. ec.ndar·y ro1 e in C;:'mmmun i st 

pol itica1 matt..ri 

Arb€'nz, I':. unknol,J·m. Ar'b""nz himself '(,'Ja:: n.:;,t .... mE'mb€'r' of a.ny 

p,c.1 i t i ca.l " 

p~.rt}··~ ,Ar'benz di d t. urn' for -=,l.Jp~.or t t. c. t.he 

, Comml.Jp j st.s v..ll"IO he1 pe.j ,h im ~AJith h is : e 1.ee t iO('71 . The'::,>? 

his progra~s". 'Som~ Com~un ts ~ere also a part of: the land 
, .: 

reform ,pr-ogr-,~m bec,~,I.J:,e t.hey helped tc. p'::'.s:. it. Ther'E'v:,ler'e 

'on1Y,26 Communi;t.s:in the 350-m€'~b>?r-staff in the:~ouernment 

depa,r·tme'nt IAlh i ch cont.r'oll'ed,'l a.qd r-.eform., Pre·:;.i'den.t Ar-benz 

.:.,.:.:'epted the Gu.:..t.erna.l a.n Labor' Pa.r· t.)o' ,9.-:. the group in', 'h,i-:;. 

put.ies eB.me 

http:Comml.Jp
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from th~ p~rty o~~~u~temala~ Revo1~tion. S~ven deputies~ere 

frc.m the ' Hat i o~',E\l :'Rer,,;jl)d, t i on PB.r ty .. Th€'se depu tie'::.', f.:,r the 

rric.st par·t IAI~r€' moder·,:ttes and 1 iberals,. O~I'ly"se.ven' to ei9ht 

- -'. J..''_:ommu n I '? \. S ever 'hel d imp o r-tA r;1 t, <'. ,::.u~-'c~:':b i ne t ~, "p;:.si t ions. 
. "';: 

an dAr'b'e n z n e \} e ~'- h B.d, ~.' Cornrmj n i st s a-;:, 

pB.r t· of ' t he i r' P,a..r't::,·· 

- -, . 

p.:.pulation, of ,:I.bout three m,i11i6n~i:'"T;h.;-r'e; i,::, no ,::.tr·c1n9. 

, . 
evidence th',~.t the,Commun is ':ha.d 'contred, of': the Guatema1 an.' ',' - --, , '. ", ''; 

foll edl.Ji n9,·::.tatemen,t: ': ' 

All thee1vlide.n':e 1e':'.ve,:. rl':' dO,ubt .th.:I.t GU,:;'.tema,]-a.n 
Communists 'had m,:..de s,jb':.t~.nti.2.,1,pc. j,th;:B.1 gB.ins in, 
d.'ha.1f dc.zen :;·eB.r-;: ... The';.,' ,:k'mir,~.~t ,th€' GUB.tem.a1'::'.n, 
l.e'.bor mc",!errp:-rlt ~.nd had Tel,:..tivel~,··'i:r€'e <:t.eees·::, to 
andinf1uence,w~~h t~epresi nt., Inf1uence~~'one, 
t. h i n 9; cor) t r·61 i s a.r. 0 the r·. I t .....}OU 1 d be d iff i e u 1 ~ 
to deter·mine b;>' qu':'.nti,t.&.tive method,:. v,}hether', the 
Communist~. "con,trolled" or' "dc.min.ated" the 
GU;E\ t em·a 1an'l;jov e r"nme nt·; As e I.,! e n t -;:. so dr .3.m;,;.. tic .:;..1 1 y 
Sholl.Jed later', the CommIJnist,::. empha.ti,call).·· qid' not 
contr'I:,l ,the ml:,·::.t pOt-\'er:fu] or'9-3:n i zat i on in' the, ','.' 

eountry~the~~m~~ forces. And lhe Wei9ht. of 

evid~ncewoutd seem to sho~ that, laeKin9 fo sjn91e 

C .:l.b ; net Pl:.-;:·t .:' ,t he}' c ou:l d sc B.r· ce'] y h .E\',,I e :cbn t r' c, r 1ed' 


,Gu-Et.'terr,ala, ",d. 1,·Jhole. J,·.Jhd,t I/.Jould, nCI doubt, be 

f-Oi.ir-er.-t.o,say j',::. that.th~ gr'oups ,..\,hich cl:.ntr·o1led 

Guatemd.1::.. under', Ar·benz. l-19.d i nter-ests and po1i c i e':· 


est 1 ished iMdependently of the Communist~ which 

t~e Communi-;:.fs suppix-ted. As ·a r:e,:.ult of d,:.m,?s·ti'c 

andforei9n velop'me.nts, the 90~)ernment"'s,.e:<,n~:j the 

Communists' ,policies -~verlappe~ in many ar~as. 


Pr'esident Arbenz found" Communist sUPP':Ir-tuseful. 

As . he . 9rev:-"tJJ.?:.,K€.r, h:e' ne.:-d.:-d tf,at -=::IJPport . .:-\,oen 

mor'e (Schl esi nger' ,59). 
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Gu.:r.temal.;r.. The Un i .ted . Fr"u it Company ,lJ,.la·::the 1 ar-I;te·::t l.::'.nd 

owne~,.employ~r-, ~nd ~~por-te~ in Guatemala. The company had 

::.. tot~.l' exemp t i ern +r'om i. n t e r- n .9.1 

.. ,j mp or' t a.t ;'on clf. a.1 l' . rre I: e ss.:r.r· i .good-E. , an d . .:o. gu ar- an tee of 1 CIf..<.1 

cent-s:.• The C o'rr/p k.. ny, t h,e . . . thr-ou';ih i ts owner-shi~ 0+ 

of r·a.ilr·oad in GU.a-tema.la.It a.1so owned the only· Atl.;;'.nt·ic 
-, . . . . 

por' t· th'e colin tr-·Y. 'h.~d, PU,er- tCI Bar'r- io'-:;.• " In t'l.:r:r-I:h 1 ';';'53, the' 

tClta.];;:.f 209,,842 <:t.l:r-,?'=: C,+ uricul ti l)·-9.ted land from the' Uni·ted 

Fruit '~Qmp~nY, T~~gouer~~~nt 0+ Guatemala Raid for the land, 

'with $6~1q572 in bonds baie~ on' the eomp~ny(s declared tax , .. , . 

value ,,;:.f the land. The Un! ted Fr'ui t .Cc>mpa.ny wanted more 

.99 per acr·e,.for· I/-Ihieh United Fr'.Jit' 

wanted ~n~ther $75.00 per ac~e. What wai'even wors~w~s that 

the c0fY!~lan:).' or·igir,.9.l]y bClugtlt thE' l',9.nd '.:£I.t '$1 • .48 per a.ere, 

.9.]';:.0 the United St2r.tes.St.~ ..l:e· Dep.:,.r·tmerlt l.'J.:o.-s:·· ~lel~otiatin9 for 
. \ . . 

the comp.:i.ny. Gua.t.?m.9.1 a' r'ef'used to p.~y the $·75. 00 ex tr'a per: 
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.:;'.cr·es and p.:;.. i d' th.e·· Un i ted Fr·u it" CDm~i y $500 ~ 000 in 

gov~~~~e~t bo~~~for th~~and.TheU~i{~~~~rur~ 'C6m~any saw 

privi1eg~s. 8ec~use of this the companjd~cided the current 

Qove,rnment shou 1 d be. ()v e r t hr' ol/·m '( Sc h 1 es i n gl~ r ·70',75''';;77) •-	 . ' ' 

. - . ' 

rid of the Glja.tema.1.:r.nQo'.}er:nment 1)••la.s tCI ~·c'nl.)in·cethe Unitel~-.'. ' ':-. ' , . 

States . gove~hment t ha. t ,t"rlE' Gu .... tem.""l an 

Communist. ·The Urdted Fr'uit Comp.any de'cided to' do ·this 

, . 

ca.IT,p;i:l.ign ·inconnection· ,..~fth the lobbying to reach their 

ob.j e c t- i '} e. . Th e: cClmp a.fl Y 'h ir- ed Th om~,:. ' C. . C,jr c Ora.tr -t 6 1 e a.d : 
. . - . 

thei'rgrQup of lobbyists'on capit,al. hi,J1. This;.s:.ta.ff of 

1bbb:,' i s:. t·;; V-JR':· made Up of Sp r' u ill e 8r .:..de n s I/.Jh 0 v.Ja.·~' ,a. f or'me r 

ASSI ';E.tant Secr·e.tary 

.,' 	 who was· the son ofSenatcir Robert LaFollette .frbm 

I;J i sCI~ns in. Rober t. L.9. Fe.] 1 et te; ,Jr. ,I}..I.F;.S a. one t i rne 

government wbuld:~hal.}e been ,par-tia.1. t.:) the United Fr'uit 

Compan'/" s pc,':; it i .:.n in Gua. tp.mal a. 1".1 i tholJ t· th~ "l.;:tbby i ng •. The 

c.h.:;..i rman 

Qf"the·United Fruit Company: 	 , . 

http:This;.s:.ta.ff
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IAlfth the pre·:5e·nt. :.e-ver·t?pcd itic.:;l·i·rrsi:a.bil d l': in 
t.h'i':s c01Jntry' .:-.nd th.t? ·per~.e-cIJt i cln ;·c<f. Amt?r' i ea.rr 
i nte-re--:.ts, ·my··· :.uggt?:.t. i on j.:;:. tha:t.:.· ·there. ,bt? <:l.n 
a1.~-but barr~ge in ~he U:S. Senat. on·the bad. 
t r e-.:<. tme n:t of AIT,e ric ·:<.n . c .:-.p ita1 'i. n Gu a. t ema 1a. Th i s 
ta.k.e-:.the ortlJS, .:.ff the UFCO, and put·:;. j·t cln the 
ba:.i~ of a demand by our Senat6rs that all 
Amer'ican in'terest~. ht? .•~i'..1e.n a fair deal (Immt?r:.man 
116;' .. 

ThiscQmpahy, made Cab.:. t LpdgE- .:<.n.d 
. ,'­

Repres~native John McCormack the objE-ct:. of thE-ir.lobbYing. 

Both of' the's€' ·SE-nator·:. v,lere fr'om t·'la·ssach'.Jsetts~. The reason 

these men wer~ chosen is because th~. company Was from 
. , 

t··1-Et.-:.sachu·;:.e-tt:. a.nd the~.e men kne\JJ hC.~...1 .impor·tant the compan)-' 

1,J••la·i;;··to th~ state·'·s. ·ecc.nolTl:Y., It is intere·:.tin.;t to·note. th.a.t, 

S~nator LodQe~s ~ami1y owned United Fruit Company stock for 

many'~~~~s (Imme~~an 116). 

Lpdl;te .. an d HI:. CI:.rma.c It;" h a.d shc,I)Jn 'i n t,h e p a~. t t hat the ~...r • 

be-l i E<\.red in. the ,col dl,,-l.:i.r·. qc.ctr i ne I:.f '.pre'I,.. ~ntj ng th,e, ~.pread 

ofCommlJni':;m in the v~lpr1d. Beca.u·:;e' of this, the comp.:i.n:....·/·:; 

posi t'ion' iri, the s.t',a-:te eec~nom/ c.:<.nnot be shc.l;.Jn to h.:..ve h.:<.d an 

presented,the fa6ts of the Guate~alan reforms to these two 

men through the '~r~ss, and thui allowe-d their bel i~f in cold 
," . - . 

vJar· do.:tr j'ne to c·a.IJ:.e them to hel i eve that the gc.\)er'nment,' i 1"1' 

Guatem.:<.(a l,'J.:;'."'.' CClrr,muniit.The lobbying v.J.",.·~. suel:e~.·=;.ful. This 

c':'.n be :.eenin the .:<.,:tic.ns· ofL,:.dqe ·;:.,nd He t:6rmack. Lodge 
, - ',' 

,c 1 a ime'd ,1: hat· , the' Gu.;:., t ema l.:<.n 1 .:i.t.or codE< d i -:;.: rim j'n ate d .:<.ga. j.n s t 

http:shc.l;.Jn


cause th~ breakdown of the. United Fruit Company's operation. 

in.Guai:emala.Mt Cormac~ clai~ed .that 

con f i se at' ion .of ·1an d Q!.,jrl'e d b~.... the.' Un i ted Fr' u. i t:Ccimp a.ny 

shm.... E:d. th·;:..t the;. G.u;:'.tem:a.la.n .golJernment ·.f..'.j.;:"S ComIT,!LlrIist ;:'.nd 

. . . 
i n Ce r! t r- a. f . Ari-(l~ir' i 'c a( I mme rman :116 , 11 7) . 

different Un! tedSta.tes gm.'ernmeTit.. author·j ti·e,:. abc',ut their· 

thrc,ugh"~he help of .Br·;:'.den· a.nd· Thom;:.,s. DUdley Cabo,L Br'aden 

i:'i nAme r' i C ,;:'.n 

affairs under Truman and still h~d co~nections in ~he Unit~~ 

pre-:::i den t ofthi? Unj ted Fruit. Compa.ny, a.nd i ts" ban~~, the 

, ; . . -. 

State Depart~entfs Office of rnternai:ibri~l Setur,ity Aff~irs.'. . . . . ' 

Be sel:)+ thi';;'" C.;:..bclt a.l-sq had lrlflljence inll.j.;:..shingt,on 

D.C •. Edv.);:"rd ·!···1ill.er'; t!.Jho ti.Ja·s Br·,;:'.den'·s repla.cemeni:, ,wor'~~ed 

for the YJa.1"-1 Str· eet 1alAI firm of Su 1 1 i ':J an arId' Cr' om",;'e 1 1, I/,)h i ch 
. .. 

repr'F,S\?ritedthe 1l)1i ted Fru'j't Comp..9.n'y:.i it· '1 ts'busi ness with 

Gua t-~ma 1a. (Irnmer'man 11 7,11:3) 

that •..1 cd-, n.Fq';:..te r Ciu·l les, 
~ "- .'. 

It 

-. 
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the leg~.l r·epr:.e nta.t I I • .ie of the .Un i te.d Fr· 1..1 it. [:ornpa.n:;· •..Hi s 

stockholder: in· the comp.any •. Genera 1 RClber' t·C\.I't 1. er i . l;.JhCI was 

onetime.director of the company. Thbmas G. C0rco~an~ 0ho was 

I . be 1 i e-ve-·theUn j ted Fruit Co.mp.3.ny,.' thr'ough ·i ts 

lobbying .and goverpmen,t, corinectil:;.r;·:,~, ha:d much in·Flue.nce on 

the' . Un i te-d 8t a:t'es govl?r'nm~ n:t ~ A possi b 1 e r·e·9.son f6r' the 

fr·ui t ....cl:lrrIR·3.n~<·s:·'£:.,uc;:cess. ,jn . ik=.' effor·ts to ·con'.}inee the 
: ~ '. :. , " . .' ': " ' 

G~atemala:had a. communist 

. government~ w~~ \h~ l~bbylng and:many diff_rentgovernment· 

connectrdns en.jo>~€'d 'b~;":'Un i ~l;d;Fr:'.J it. 
,. 

t;:Jh,en the': pr:':'blerT, ·1/•.1rt~, &I.j·~.tema.la ha.ppi?ni?d in .ea.r1y. 1954, 
~'\ ' 

Ejsenhowe~ di~ ~ot yet have ~ fully developed foreign pol icy 

social h ,?lp instead of'r'elying ori United ·St.;..te 

funding for' L.9.t.in Amer·ic·a.n.' 8eca.use··of.: thi's' pol icy. United 

Sta.tes Corpor' 

St.at . State De'p.",.r:ti'nent .3.nd had much pol U:ica.l. influence in'. 

Latin ,~merica <Richadson 74), 

. ,': 
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c e:on I.} i 6.c e d . th .",. t the 

c·:'.me .:.. ·po.ss ib i 1 it)'". l;.Jhen . the 

sociaJ 'and economi·c. ·r-e.+.:;.rm·-:.,. I/,Ih·i ch Ei,·~~·nho ....,ler·· b.el ie~Jed v..ie:h? 

.;;. r·esui t QfComrr(l.Jn i ..~.t j rlfluence, ··=.t~:o.r·ted tCt, hur·t the Un,j ted 

Th i -:;. l)..1oul d h pen because Elsenho~er wo~ld see ~heie ~eform~ 
" " 

States foreign. ~ol.icy,whjch. was tied. to United 8t.:>.te-:;... 

I:or·por·a.t ion':., 

c.:..st ill 0 Arm~.s ~.r')q. Geni?r·a.l Ydi gC1ra.s Fuen·te-:. h . .:<.d agr'e~d to 

v·J·:;.rk: tCIge thi?r' ·to· 61..... i?r thr·c'f..'J .th~ Ar'be~lz govi?r'rl:~,en t. Ar·mas· .ina 

c1rganizing, a.nd la:unching' ·E<,n :,inl.~.:o.si,onfrom thi?, cClu'ntr'ii?s of . , . 
'. 

gOVi?rnment ~as ~bli? to show documi?nts as i?videnc~ t~at the 

Un i.ted: St.a.tes I,~a(s .f i.nant ing i:hi s a.tta.cK b>' Arm;:..s a.nd 

Ydi~or~s.· Th~ Arbenz gbverment al.so claimed that Carl. 

memoirs, Gene~al Ydigoras said that he andAr~~s d.id have an 

'-.. 
t· 

http:v�J�:;.rk
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:.' 

together' 

go'.)er·nrnen,t (Gor·dc.n ,,56,57),. 

, , ' ' 

O'r ga.n i z a:t i.cln ,of ,:Arne t· j C a.n S t a. t e ':.' t Ci de t 1ar' e Gu a.t,ema l~. ,an 

Arn~r'ican State-=:. tc. dc. thj·:. ':·0 tha.t'the clr·ga.niz.9,tionv.Jc.uld, 

Ri 0 Tre,.9, ty ,bf 1 Dul 1es di d not "3!Jcceed i n his eff;::"r' ts 

for ce·1 l'eetive a,c't i c.("[,. At a ,me e t i ng i n e':'.r1 y 1.·~54 at 

Car ac a.-=:. , ,the'Or·g.:..nization CI.+ Amerlca.n' Sta.te-:. only,p.",.-=:.::;.ed a 

government wbu1d c~tise tontern and should in t~eory ~ead to 

, call".;? c t j...... e 1,1•.1, i t h ho specific of 

GuateITI,9.1'a.". Because tbe 

get the Or 1;J~n i zitt i ,::.n < 'of ~Irner' i can 'S ta t e -=:' "SIJppor;, t. for:' 

i nter'.)ent-i .::.n i n Gljai~ernil.:..,. the, Un i ted Sta.te':. dec i'ded t6 use 

cl::"Jer·t' ,.:ict i on ~ I, bel i e'Je the r·ea-:,c.n the,-Un i t,ed Sta.tE':=. 

f.:., i 1e,di<, t Ca.r· 

,..·t t -' '·- ..... 1'· 'd ' ' 
•::0 a,. (if s.. ", .::01', I mar: e :318) • 

."A 'rr.c,nth, after' the' rrieet i ng ':'.t aca~, the United States 

,:3t.at~ Depa~·tme~t - told GU.:..tem':'.l.:., it ,warli:i?d '$1'5,854,899" for' 
",', 

the pr'ctper-t>' on' the Pa.cifi'c CO.B.·Et th.9.t ,had be,ent~.ken:fr·c.rn' 

the UI:"r-ited Fruit Comp,any. IlGua,tem.:..la den.i>?d +Ja.-=:.hington"·;:, , 

http:be,ent~.ken:fr�c.rn
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;.. 

. ( Gqr' dc.n 57). 

e~hweapons .~er9 

Uni·ted States government claimed. th.:.,t Soviet 

i nv .:<.s ion j n t oH6nd'-l r· a';· a.nd· N i .:·:<.r a.gu a. E i ·:·e n h'JIJ"ler:·,. IJ :.ed t hi·:." 

clai~ as an excuset6 grve weapori~ to Ni~arag~a'and Honduras 

to use in the'.·planned 'in',).:..=.ion· of GIJa:tem,::r.l~.• Ar·beni ·trie·d 

fQr year:. t.·.) i th ·no succe';.:. b:. buy ~·'.le·apons from the ·Un ited 

Sta'te·:. a.nd ot.:r;er· . countr' i e:,. in t·.Jester·n Eur,;:tpe. 'The r·e·:<.':.on, 

Sh, t e s ':. t a.r' ted· a' ott~~ainst t~em~ Th~boycott ~orkedso 

pcd ice ·fc.r,:e .or "sm.:..ll,:al iber" ..:<.mmun·i tionfor; ,j t~. Hunting 

and Fiihing Club (Gordon 57, 58). 

Arbenz rflade a.n .;:tffer to try to hegofi ate l)..Iith the 

Un it~d· Fr·(j it Compa.n:y over' the i r· dj ffer·ences. He. al':;c":;,aid 

, . 
with Honduras~ A~be~z also requested a personal meeting with 

Pre-:.j'dent Eis.eriho;.....!er: The Un i ted S til. t e s gm) e r' nmE' n t' t u r' ned 

dOI;·m these ,:lj fferent pr,opo·:.a.l-:. made· by Pr'E'-::.i dent At'benz' 

... 

http:r�e�:<.':.on


On' 1a .Ju n e1 '~54 " Ca.sti 1 1 0 Ar-ma s a t:t ,ac ked Gua. t ema.l .9. ' f r- clm ' 

H>"Mdu'r'··- 1)'1 tl- '" "'-m-ll .=..r·rr!Y· 'w-f'::' f~.·'·'.1 I-I,urll:l"~_d (fIG''''I< /'.···r:rrl',.::.•. s, ".,1,::;;'=",_'d ''':;.1:>). II,"", .':- I.;'. _.' ~ "I I ~"..... _ v~_ 

.abl,e to captur'e .9, fell.J tOI.AJnS, v.,Ih,j l.e· 'being dr·iven fr'orrisome 

o t h er s. Th e. m.E\ ina t ta.ck lAJa.-:,· f.r·om a i. ;..,: ha.f t. Th e ·:·.e a.l,r- plan es, 

attaJ.:ked· Gua,tema.l a Ci ty" the cap i tal.." .:..ndo,th,?r· . ke:y·. points. 

su~h a~ mil itar-y bases. Th~s~ plane£~ ,mode 6~ attack ~as by 

bombing and''5.tr·a.f'·ing.,their- ..tar-gets.: The plarles'l.Jsed in thl-s:, 

I 
, I 

i n ....'.:..-s:.ion VJer'e Un i ted States ~"a,nes. '.tha.t u·:.ed Un i ted f;tai:e-:;: 

pi 1ot,s ~·.Jhd' I.J..I€-r'e· 'h i r-e'd b/·the. Ceri tr-a.l ' J n te I 1 i ge'nce Agency .:c.nd, 

. based, i n I'-l i c ·ar- a.gu a.' . Th e p:l a.ne -::;, h ,:r.d 1 itt 1 e or-, :'rf 0 elp p bs.i ti ,em 

bec~l.Jse tf,e chief of Gua.tema.l.9./s smalla.lr· for-ee deser·ted. 

After" hi·:. de·:.er-'t ,i cln.. thE' ':~I i ef I...... as· en (...fj th,. the ex;'depu b' 

that~~isUriited States office~ might ha0e been a 
, , "',. 

Cen il ,Intelligence, Agency agerit r-,~i~ing iM ·Guatemal~ 

',. '.Par-ami 1 i tar-y' gr-oup':. ~•.Jer·ecr-eated'.:ln differ-ent· 'par-ts. I:)f 

... 

theeoun h·i" be/elr'~'" 1:he, 'j nva.·:· ion. Ar'penz .tell d . t~le m,i 1 i tar'Y' to 

g.ivethe-::;.e, gr-oup~ I/..Ieapons: 1;.Jith,<,lhi,:h to f';ght the.,-lnv.9.sion 

the 
'L .. ~. 

T~ie, _,Guaterrial a.n .'. ,mi,l i t.:..r·:i' ' r'efused , gi •.)€, 

~ar-amil lt~r-y Qmou~s'weapons;On ~27 June 1954 me~bers6f the 
- ". - '.: ' ,:, -.. 

GI,J-Eo.t emB.l ~.. n ..tha t Ar'benz 'res i9n 

pr- e sid,€' n t. Ar- b.e rtz :; 

. ',' 



I 

I.) ir:u,s 

':.u p popt' an d a 1 ':·0 

Cctl.onelEnr·ique Diaz' 1/..I.:<.S Arbenz/s replacement., The 

'Ambassador to Guatemala,. who was John' Peu~ifor. After 

i'd that h~ wou1~ coHtlhue tn,fight t i 110 

Peurifoypersua~~d D i az t,::. . r'es i gn 
, . 

get Castillo Armas,made prestdent of·Guatema1a (Gordon 59)~ 
,: . 

In 195~,Ar"b,enz' i d Ln an inter·v·j ev.J th,.:<.t Amb.:<.s·:,.:<.dc,r·, 

off i cer·:· to, ge th i.,:. 

. . . . 
·A'rm:}' Ch.i ef ,:.f, St,~.ff, beca.u~,e D i az 

. \ ~ .', . 
, , 

~·a i d . he I;JOU 1 d f i::q h t against .the invasio~ to save th~ gains. "-:;.. - . . ..., '"'. 

" , 
.of the Gu,:"ternalan ',Re'j:'oluticm.Ar·benz, .::..Iso said that 

t him tha. t his 

. . 

,1954, the deleg.9.tes frc'm E;:u.:'.dor .a.nd Upugu·9.Y in', the Uni ted 

the 

Unit~d, Stites coup of The 
. . . 

Argentina' ,~.I)d Ur·u,~u.9.>,n:..tion.3.1 'le,gislatures condemoed the 

Unite,d St,3.te,:: '.3.c'Uon ,.3.g,9.ins,t Guatem.:<.l.:<.• 'The ChiJean Ch.:..mb;;'r:­

,I 

II '~'es i g'ria'fi c'n ,.;'l.i~,:i'~' m i·'St..:<.~~·. (-Gor'don ~,O). 
Arbenz~ s g':Jvernment, 

I 



. ", . 

.of be:plJt i es c.9.1'l:ed f.or· '.:..1,1 L':'.t i n' 'Amer' i can' TeQi sra.+ljr·"~s to'- " . 

ob.j e c't tCI th eo Un i t.ed::lSt'.9..tesc owp ag~Jri':' t the,. !3ua t ema 1a:ri 

gOlier-nment. The.,Uni ted St'a,t~s gover·nmentwa·i;:.a1socr-i ticized' 

Colomb j.~:, Ar' 1"1 f. ina. ,and t1e.:>=:i CI::' becau·;;e ot the i r' ac't i cln' 
, . . 

" ~ 

. .:!i.gainst Gua.tema·1.9,. Ther·e,v..h~.i-·;~· 1.)io1ent.:..nti-iJhi't~d Stat~:s' 
. ' 

~ i s'?nhoIA1er·/ s . act ion. 

L:abc,p P.:!i.r:fyCh iet, ~.i i din., P:;'.r·l i :""me n t .tha-, t· the.l..,Iri i,ted S 1: a tes 

ion.•. ?it 1ee aTs6' sa.i.;;:l t.he', 

pi": i ncip 1es of ': 't'h e . Un i ted 

theEi serr'hcn.·,ler;'a.dmi n i str-ation' used ,the' ch.:.:rl;;;le· fhat the 

Ar'ben:t' gC'l}ernlTie~'t:, ~~~'i~' Commuh i st 
" '. - ',' " 

as.' .:!i.n :e:,{cuse 'fqr: '. he 1p i ~g 'the 

I 
i 

gov~~hmeht, 

. '. 

th.e ,,l~nd' ,j t: 

h~ ~eturn 

·inthe Arbenz 

pm,·,Il,?r·: ~Ar'ma s, de s t ro)''ed;:..l.l e 1emen t~, . I:;:if Comrnun i -=:rrt a.l clng I}J i th 
':. , ..,-' 

, !" 

I . 
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'rni 1 i ion -8.e-r·es of' land, ,.lAlhich: 1/,I-8.S the ·c'nr;:.~ time that .9. ver-y 

maj.::or·. r' o?'.) er··E.a] o~ 1.9.nd r'edi str' i but i c;n tool< place i n Latin 

Amer-jca(8urn~ 219). 

,Un de r- Ar·m.;:..·:.. a.n d t f, e 1 e.9.de r' -;:. t h a. t f c, 1 1 civ.Je d , l3u a t ema.l a . 

r-etur-ned to its. p.§.tter·n· c';:','pr·e-r·evolutionar-y ,,~c''''Jer-nrrl~nt 

1 i fe • The' 9,:,~)er'nment' of·t3IJatem-8.1 a nc.l,jnger··· 'fr- i ~d to end the 

. , ,­

i 11 i ter-ac;:.', ·:;c,,: i .:<.1 in.justice, 'arrd 

based on on 1 y one. .:.:gr i ': IJ 1 t u r- .9.1.'': r::o~; i: B'lj r· r;"s 21 9 ~:~20)~, 
!. 1 

"." : 

~en~~r- in Guatemala. The co~ntr-ywas left with only i r-(9ht . , . 

toffee ,p 1a.n tep:. ,.other- 1-8.nd91..oJner·s, for-e i gn i n'v'es. tor's, . a.nd 
, .' - ­

thOse elerrients c.;:,'th.? econom;"IAlh'ich the>:;. .z,~r;tr-olled, l/J.~.-=: in 

cor,.tr-ol of the gover·n1T1E:.ht.' The r'i';lht ""Iing I,JJ.9.S abl.e to,gain 
, , 

them by th~ conservative mil itar-y. The r-ight wing h 

The 1•.oJor·:;tpa.r- t of this whole. period s.lnce 1954, 

especial];....' the' midd,le 1960'·s~I,.')a.s the viol.9,ti.;:.n QfhlJma.n 

r-ights •. Differ-ent ·par-.;:..mil i"ta,r-:y dea.th squa.di have kined ma.ny 

http:gover�n1T1E:.ht


Virus 25 

pc.l i tica.l ,c'pponents .::.f the'r:tght ").Jin'g, g.::.verment. From 1966 

to 1982 these death, squads kil led ~t 'least 30,UOO peop!'e no 

le s·:· t h'&.n t hi s" pr·oba.b 1)' ' ,'t hr'eet i me 'E, th i s' number. The 
.~. . 

Qo!.)ernrrlent i'·:. ~i:r,'.jJ<:r·ectl}' re.spor,:.i bl e' for:' , the' 'deat.hs of these' 

'people~,~DI.Jfing 'th',i~'SE"per:iod i;K.ridl,,!.lide protest ,did not end ,th'e 

k i 11 i ng~,. In l3uat'ema.l art ,~,,:tl.i t']I:':. there a.re nOl',,Ij nner,:.~ only., 

president \I.Jil1 , a'bl ~ to hel P' improv.? 'the' pc.l It i ca.l ' and 

';, 
, ' , 

civilari guvernrnen'tlea..der·s c,~.n contLnue tt.: 'be in :.om'e 

,cc.ntrc.lof 't~le ,gover'nment" 
L , • ", 

the 'SE, i t.l.J.9. t.i'c.r~ in l3u'::<.,t·em.9.1::'., has B. 

chance of im~rovin~. The W~ited Stat~s,gover~ment sh6ul~ and, 
. . . ' ~ . . 

mu·:.t 'he:1p Gua.tein:~da. t.e. erid i ts"his.i;or:'}" of..' dictB.,torshi'p, 


injustice, a. 's i tUB. t i on J..••Jh i c h ()ur' 


government helpe~ ,to cr·eate t h r' OI.J gh the ,Ei,,:.enhol,,.ler 
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