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CHAPT~R I 

BEGINNING OF Sm-n.1AN IBI5- IB5! 

Before one can delve into the actual account 0 the history of unman, 

Indiana, a certain Olffiount background must e su lie to show the 

circumst ances revolving around he establishment of the Sunman CO!lununity in 

IBSI . In t rying t o sunply such i nformation, in order to show the 

development of the surrounding area along i t h that of Sunman i t self , I 

have f ound it necessary to be~in the account in the year 1815 wi th t he 

arri val of the f i r s t settl er s to t e community and t o continue t o t he year 

IBSI . 

The earliest kn own r ecord of someone living i n t he community of 

Sunman , Indiana, i s at tri uted to Richard Wor t man and his wife , Dorcas , 

who set tled in the wilderness about five miles wes t of the pr esent s i t e of 

the t own of Sunman. Mr . and 1rs . Hor tman migrat ed from Ken t ucky in IBIS. 

However, it is not until several ye rs l ater that the r e were any off i cial 

records conf i rming t he fact that t e ortm ns were the fi rst settlers 

living in t he a rea . This off ici.1.1 record WiiS a ni t ed St ates Pat ent of 

and deeds whi ch on ~tarch 24, I 836, grant ed Mr . Wor an o acres of 


I
wi lder nes s in t he aforementioned area . 
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As f ar records are C O t cerned, t ',e ear l i est of icial 

and deed.s of t he area vrere given t o J ohn Sunman . nd his s on, T omas Sunman, 

on Marc 20, I835 , when they gave up the comfor t s and securities of home 

l ife in England and immigrated t o the North Ame r i can °nent. T ley 

settled i n the fores t s of this area i n r819 on a 200 ac re tract of t imberland 

one mil e west or the pr esent site of Penntm.m . 2 

I n t he fol l mdng months the An t hony Nckee fami ly al 0 took up residence 

i n t he area ~ few mil es eas t of the Wo r tman homestead on a place now known 

as Kammeyers Corner in Sept ember, I B35. 3 A short ti."'le af t erwards , new 

set t l ements began t o spr Ong up everywhere, especiall y in the vicinity of 

oresent aay Penn own, with the arrival of the famili es of John Carrius , 

J ohn Cl ark (J une 17, 1836) ,4 and Th omas S mersvil le (March 22, 1836 ).5 

Eventual ly, by he middle of t he 1830' s sever al new families had found t hei r 

way into th i s regi on , s ome of them being the Bennett fami ly , the J ohnson 

fam ly , t hat of william Bowers aLei the Bensons. Al s o among t hes e pioneeri ng 

famili es wer e the Perr i nes, he Vances, The Hoons , and the Hol l ensbes . 

During t hi s time most of the eople set t ling i he area were ei her 

of English or Pen nsyl v nia Dut ch or i gin but it also saw t he a dvent of a 

groun of German Roman Catholic fami l ies settl inr in the area of 

Nichol sville, about thr ee mil es wes t of Sunman . The fami l i es were t hose 

of Nicholas Behr, Louis Ret zner, John Gauck , Joseph Schmaltz (March 21, 

1835),
6 

101ichael Forthofer (r1arch 2 , I 835), 7 and ichol as Federle. 

These families came mainl y from t he area ar ound the Province of Baden

Wurten ur g, in Germany .S 

As t ime Dr ogres sed even closer to 185I, mor e people egan movinr, in to 

the communi ty and est~blishing residency. Dirt r oads we re ca rved out of 

the f orest s connectin one famil t o another and sometimes elTen co . unities. 
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Two of t he most pr edominant and most travel ed r oads were the one runni ng 

east and wes t connecting Lawr enceburg with i ch olasvil l e , and t he one 

s r et,ching north and 50 t h connect i ng Brookvi Ie and e r sailles. It was 

at the t ntersec tion of hese t wo r oads that t he town of Sunman or iginat ed 

OInd. began i t s reck down hrourh th e a es of hist ory to t he Jresent. 

It is oolso the ge ogr aphical center of the town t oday . In bi ecti g e. ch 

other bey also quar t ered • sect i on of l and 160 acres in area into tract s 

of l and for t.y acr es e ch . The southeas t qu.rter of hi s section WiilS 

pur chased by Fr ea Leff l er on Nove ,Ler 19 , 1855.9 The northeast part was 

pur chased by BanEl a .:> t uwiil r t lUld the s outhwest forty by John Serde . 

These three men er ec ed ca1Jins and liv~d 0 their own and . The nortl west 

sec ion, however, was owned by Peter Ii eistein, l/ho too. un res <deney 

e sewhere . There were no d~elU<ngs on his land which like the other tbree 

sect i ons were comprised 0[' orests and swamps . I O 

I n 1851, ~Tohn T .o.n~aD , t hen only nineteen , ur c ased a parcel of 

land from John \ 'erde for ten dollars at the intersection of the two 

Iroads. Here he erected a cabin Hhich h~ used .cor a hO!'le and also f or 

· , t b · 12a t radinp pas US1oess . T is was he firs t business at the crossroads , 

hen known iJ S Smith ' s wi tch . (The origi n of thi name is unkown . ) 
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CHAPI'ER II 

A MAJOR S1'.....P I! D VLLOP, 1.1 T 

Al ong with the establ i shment of John angroan ' s new business 

es abl ishment came a very import ant t urning poi nt in the tide of the 

small community 's fate . r ailroad had been pl anned to connect Lawrence ur g 

and Indi napolis and was t o pass di rectly t hrough t he crossroads settlement 

of Smit h 's Switch . This r ailroad, as will e se~n from l at er ev nt s, 

li t.erall y pu t Smith I s Switch on t he map . Not only did it make the town 

more acces sible, by nrovicting the latest and most modern ac i lities in 

trans ortation, but it was al so a r ail roader by the name or James Vanness 

who visualized the l ocality as a likely spot Jor a olatted town . It was 

a rai lroad stockh older and also a e of t he earlies t settlers in the 

community for ~h om the town w s eventuall y named. 

The ri pht-of-way for the rail road having been granted , and the land 

surveyed and staked out , the "forkers began to lay the tracks from t he 

Qwr enceburg terminal . By 1852 t he operation had covered about nineteen 

I miles and - egan to ent er the sout heast section of town on t he proper t y 

tel onging to Fr ed Leff ler. 

At t his poi nt Smi t h ' s witch t ook another s t ep in the advancement of 

business . Al bert Stuwlilrt , a nei ghbor t o ohn 'hngP1en , was enguUed in 

t he pirit of enterorise and built an aduition on t o his c ~ 0in i n order to 
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accomodate anyone needing room .nd oard , especi ally the rai road 
I3 

war ers. T us the first hotel came int o existence in t e village . 

As t i me went on ~ nd t he r ' ilroao got deeoer i nto t~is com~unity, many 

mor people be ~n to reali ze the great onoortunit.ies which the railroad bad 

ooened for them . The people on t he rQil road were also beeorning conscious 

of the f uture t hat lay in waitinp: f or t he community . James Vanness was 

one or these peonle . He was t he second sect i on fo reman ( success r to 

Thomas G vey the f i rst bos s) and engaged in s tens f or t he platt ' g of the 

t own . 

The construction of t he r i road cont inued f or quite some t ' e since 

al l t he "\-lor k "las done wi t hout t he help of modern machi ne ry and explosives 

but r ather with pick and shovel . F ally , on October 3, 1853, ' t was 

corrrpleted and that day was f i lled with al l t he fes t iviti es of Ii f ourth of 

Jul y . People came from miles around gathering on both s i des on the tr.wk 

to wel come t he f i r s t train as j.t entere t. be villa .e wher e i t st.op ed to 

refuel. The train consisted at a little wood burn ng en ine and t wo wooden 

coaches conducted by George Tyre al l engineered by George l-fat thews . )-Jith 

the arriv or this ne fo rm a f as t er tran sportat i on the people began t o 

increase t heir cr ppage , sendinf t he harvest to t he city f or sale. Smith 's 

Swi ch became and was known for many years as one of t he la r best shipping 

cent ers f or farm products bet ween Cincinnati and Indianapolis. I4 

D~ring t his i me , James anness had been r. row · 'in oromi nence in t he 

\lil i ap-e and UD on f'urchase of his f i rst t ra ct of l and in the s outheas t 

fort s ection, t he community ecame variously known as Vanness' Swit ch or 

Leffler's St atio:"}. However t bi s alternation was discont inued in Apri l 1856, 

when ~ r . Vanness pur chased a 1 r r,e parcel of l and and had it surveyed and 
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----------------

he west 

...nd pl atte . At t his t ime . e des i gnat ed t fie vill .. e t o be named Sunmansvill 

aft er his f r j end and i naf1cial backer ThOMas unman , who was one of t le 

s"ockhol ders of t e r Ol ilroad and, .s ment i oned befor e , one t he f irs t 

set tlers in the cOJ'Tl!fluni t .1 . I S Va."1hes s ough t more l and on April 7, r857 , 

hus rnQkinr t·o adoit ions to his pl at . I6 ne addit i on wasurchaaed from 


er de . Thi s pl a t extended f rom what i s present l y 1> eridi an s t r eet to 


l ine of the Gal braith r operty and south f rom t he r ailroad to Vi ne 

5tr eet a d cont~ining in all 116 lot s . I7 The second addi tion was purchased 

i n t he north west f orty f rom 'Peter Bl ei stein. The name S nmansville was 

un i l the establ i shment 1 the i r s t Post ff i ce in t he early sixties 

18
when t he 'ville was dropped and the name shortened 0 Sunman . 

The name of the rai lroad was a so chanRed around this time 3S i ts 

te i nals were ext ended . It was fi rst c.:illed tl e Lawrenceburg and 

Indi anapolis fl.a i lway - tl10se bei ne the two terminal s at e ch end of t he 

l i ne . Even ua 1.1 the li e became known as the 1nuianapo1i s , Cincinnati , 

afayette Rai l way and l ater in the summer of 1870 it ecame known as tile 

i g Four or t he C evelan , Chicaf,o, Cincinnati , .nd Sai nt Lo is rlai l way .I9 

Tday it is oart of t he New York Cent ral Syst em although l ocal passenger 

ser ice ha~ been disconti nued. 

ow t hat t he rail r oad had insured Sunmansvi lle of ood t r ans. ort. tion 

an · l ot s were avai abl e fo r urchase , oeople began to move in t o the are. 

and est abl i sh new busi nes ses . Some or he pioneer s coming t o t he area 

ar ound t h' s time were M • Sa11i e J en l'er, Henry Hendrickson , Joseoh Federle , 

Mr s . ohn Engl e , and daughte r Caroli ne , Nate Hazen , 20 Imer Alden, and 

Loui se Torrence . Caroline 1 'iter mar ried ,Joh Diver. Isac I;oles also 
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moved i nt.o t he area. Seeing the need f or houses and building ~terials , he 

opened a sawmill . It was one of the l eading industr ies then and r anks 

second i n today I s indus t r ies . The dema.!'ld or uil . nf; materials also 

r ought Toseph Segner t o t he indUl'ltrial profession. He opene a 

rickmaking factory . tl atr.aniel Jri ht openeo a. stave mill which provi ed 

work lor many 0 the peopl e in the area . Pet er Dl eis tein opened up. 

another feneral tore 01 owea by John H.shagan iii. few mont hs l at er . Andr ew 

owns es a lishea the vi l age ls fi r s t salJon and was fat a ly wounaed in .n 

2Iat tempted holdup at hi s 5aloon. John r.'h1tmore opened t he second hot el 

i n the town but so '.1 out to Sar uel Clark who t urned it i nto the fourth 

gener al store . 

'rhe firs r oril road deoot. Has erectd on t he north si de of he trac 5 

and east of he Ver5ail l e - rookvi lle road. Th e f irst agent of the! depot 

d b a I'S , e-L ton , d1. powas ! 0 11 owe y Char les 1 h ,. r . S and. ti l es an ~eo,.., rge Ashton . 22 

'rhe l ..ter became " Il" n. 1n 1868 and served f or forty years until 190 . Mr . 

\';ash Tucker was also involved with t he a ea of trOLnsport ation. 

He built a wo s t ory f r ame buildi ng to be sed as .. hotel ~d a ba rn 

to house bors~s . Tllis was the first l i very s ta l e in tOW'11 . he hotel 

e rve as pl~ce for r el i i ous meetings, social . JfaT$ and gene r . l DubiicJ 

u e or more t han fort y yea r s . 

The first sc· 001 w s al so hel d in t is LuildinG uncer the direction 

of Miss Hiran Close , who w.s succeeded 'Y Louise Fer r i s , 'rank Lordenboter, 

:"annin Sunman, Gertrude Sunman, and r ank: h ormin, . 

Unti l thi s time the erman Catholics of t he area h.d been attendi 

the HOly Sac rifice at eH Al sace , some eiF'bt mil es away . On Jul y 26, 1836, 

they orrani zed a conr r eration and held the fir t Holy ~1a ss wi t h Fat her 
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Joseph Fermedin~ in t he home of Nicholas Behr . 
25 

Father Fe ediog came 

from Ol denburg eyery S nday t hereafter t o offer t he Hol y Sacr ifi ce i n t he 

ho ses 0 the ..,arishoners. '1 en in IB37 t ; ese peop e erect e a lor, cabin 

cb t ch on the r. ound donated by Nichol as Eehr, Loui s .etzner, Jos t!p 

Schmal tz, a1d a r otes t ant, toll'. Pa ett . The paris w.s named uaint 

}licholas in honor of Nichol as efer l e who cut the fi r st log f or t he chu rch. 

Father Fer eding was succee ed some years later by Rev . Jose h Ruaol ph 

also f r om Oldenburg, \OTho wa1:i fo llowed 'Y Revs. Scimeiderj ans , Opem ann, 

Munchina . Rev . Peter Kreush was t be f irst resident pastor arriving i 

1853 and it. was during hi s past or at e t hat t he present rick s truc t ur e was 

erected i n 1856. Successor to }i'ather Kreush was Rev . Ignati us Kl ein who 

inroroved the church r r onerty by erect i g a l og schoolhouse i n 18~9 . Joseph 

l ~ i , his r other ser ved as the f irst teacher . at er past ors were Revs. 

Fr udi nger, Pe ers ack , under wbose pastorat e the sisters of Saint Fr .. ncis , 

hen livin in Ol denbur g, began teachi ng i n I866 ; evs . Stolz, Sch uck , and 

Sepee ; Rev . Gili g under w am the present briCK schoo Olise and rectory 

er e erected; Itevs . Schwartz, Hil bert, oester, • iteman, Zogl eman , 

So dem an, Schnieder, Ra p , Schenk , e 1e , Ters t age , Jansen , Conan, Joh 

26Betz , i olf, Hi llman, We i aman and Mcl ou ,hlin . 

In t he town ot Sun"'lansvi e itself there was no establi hed c ,urch 

or denomi nat ion as s ch. A Union Sunday School was he d i n the Dublic 

buildi np. ~d t he fi rs t Chr i s tmas r ee ce lebrat ion WOilS hel d here when 

·lichael St egner was BU. erintenden t and t'.iles Ashton was 5ecre t ou-y . alsar 

~raut~an was in c~~and of the cel ebration and a minister-fiodler, the 

27eVe B. J . Ferris came to provide t he only. mu. sic . 
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CHAPTER III 

sum N 1860-1900 

he decade of the sixties saw tbe e gin[ ing of a st eloldie r deve Qpment 

in the small oIllJllUnity' s usinesses which have persist ed th r ...uR' out 

the Tears wi th amazing r esul t s . n /·iarch 6, I B60 , Herman Nieman ought ~ 

tract at and fro John Tangman a l on 'th the l a ter ' s bus iness . .r. Ni eman 

erec ed a tri ck uilding on he sit~ and transfer red the busine s to t his 

2 
uilding . 

e y ea r 1861 brou f!:ht h. r dshi os t or most of t he eOPl e of the a r ea , 

eSl"}ecial ly the farme rs. Nany hea d of l i vestock and . oultry oerished in the 

ea ly days of J anuary as Cl resul t of c ol d we t e re On New Years Day, I 861, 

t he t ern eratur e c rashed to a freez ing t hi rty ue rees el ow z e ro a d r emained 

i n t he minus b r acket for aboll t a week . 

Later on i n t he summer, HoweVe r, t he t ot-m ficqu i r ed it s firs t physician , 

Dr . Pr eston . The arriva l of Dr. Pr est on w...s t be r elief' of a t r emendous 

urden fo r t he townsp eoole Rince before t .t time t he sick were tended to 

wi t h sever al diff er ent types of home r emedies . f lo 'r and gr i st mill was 

.a so oT'ened this year by Wi lliam Benne tt &Ild Jack Hol smier. In I 86'( oth 

~ennett nd Holsmier sold t o He an I . eman . The mill in t u rn was oper at ed 

by J. H. Nieman who conduct ed the mill f or f if ty -two Tears f oll owed by 



E 01.1 'ieman . This mi ll aided the peop e of the community great ly in the 

rindinl? of wheat and other grains used in t he making of bre d , pas t r i es, 

29and food fo r t e livestock . 

he D 0 ress of the town was s t i! .l ~d for Ii while llhen t.he Ci v'il ar 

roke out, OilS me from .he ..rea went t o p~rtake in the actio. 1 1862 

ro ress was retty well brought to a stQnd s t i l l \-/hen ei ghty men from 

Sunmansville and he surroundine community enU at.ed lmd l eft with Company 

TG of he A3rd Indiana ol unteer Re~riment. t of the e eig ty men fu'ty 

ei ght r t!tllrned at the conclusi on of the war. 

1'he Civil ar al so brought about much tension in I86} when organ ' s 

~derB ad~ancea i nto t he area on July 12, 186} . M rgan ad wor ked his 

way u t hrou ht Col umbus, Indi.lilna , to VerSal l es e Her e be divided the 

troops u on denar t ure f rom 

1ersail les , the main ody being under Bas' l W. liuke . Thi divi sion 
marching on lnta t e the i~ht, hal ,.d at Sunman , but s t .ere was a 
feder 'l for ce of some 2, 500 men under Gener al "101.1 ace , the bod,T 
encamoed for the aic:ht . t a safe di stan e . t 5 o'clock 0 Nonday 
mor nin , t hey resumed their march, cro sed the Indi anapoli s and 
Gincin ati Rail road between Sunman ' s Statio and an Weddon ' s tor e 
up t e t r ack ear Sunrrtan ' s and reached Ha~ison , Ohio on t he state 
l i ne a litt le after noon , J ul y I3 , 1863 . 30 

a.s il '1 . Duke al s o maes a account of Hor gan 's aiders entering the 

area of Sunmansvi l l e i n his .utobiography o~ Morgan ' s ~alvar.r when he 

de cr i bes ~1 orga n ' s ent r a.nce i nto 1ndi na . 

ar chi ng all day and the gr eat er part of t l e next night we reached 
a oi nt on t e Ohio and Missi ssin i r oad, twenty-f i ve miles from 
H.rrison, cal led Sunmansville . Her e t~en'y -five undred militi a 
lay loaded in boxcars. '/e hal ted t o rest, and unconscious of our 
presence , al though we were cl ose to t em, t hey moved of f to ard 
Cincinnat i. 31 

Between the jrear s 1863 and 1868 there were no u... ines es establishe • 

The ones a l ready es tabli~hed were settling in t eir foundat i ons an 
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deve l opment bec~e s t agnant . l ost of t he l.me f or this stagnat i on was 

oi _ned on t he war since i t had c a imed tile maj or ity of t he po ula t i on . 

Things began to right en up t 1-lards the end of r 868 . Thi s year saw 

t he es t ablishment of the first baseball t eam in t he town . The pl ayers 

called t hemselves t he Sunman Gr ey St ckings . 

In 1870 "[illi~ Smith , hilno r e Saltmar sh and J ames Stevenson est ab

lished a brick and t ile company . Smit h l ater ought out Saltmarsh and 

Stevenson i 1874. The C OMO~y was handed down to Morr i s Smith .nd after 

his death t he company f olded . Lewis Sieg also erected a building just 

about s outh of Sunman apd moved i nto the town in I91L. Today it is t he 

l arges t suppli er of ui l ding ma t erial S i the t own . t i s presently owned 

and opera ed by McKittric and Sons . 

r873 saw t e comin~ of Doct or E. B. i ncent t o the t .5 t he second 

32 physi cia and f i r s t to have rr aduated wi th a degr ee . He was the f i r st 0 e 

i n t he co ..unity t o own an automobi l e and a l so a t elephone . Shortly af ter 

t he arrival of Doctor ' i ncent , c~e Doctor Freeland. He owned and operat ed 

a farm jus t south of Sunman . His wife was t he editor of a book entitled 

&A.RLY DAYS ; his daught er w..s one of t he f i rs t t eachers of Sunman ; and his 

son is Harold Free and33 t he .lUthar referred to a t intervals throughout 

this p;o)per . 

The Tucker hotel was purchased in I874 by nenry Schuck who operated 

. it until he wa s appoint ed postmast er during Pr es i dent Harr i s on 's t erm of 

of fice. Dur inr t hi year a farmers Grange Soc jet y was organized and John 

Bennett became preside t . The later was the first chicken farmer an Thomas 

Sunman, t he secretary , was t he first sheep farmer . 34 Up . until t he tu rn of 

the century, farming was tile mos t important part of t he tO /n 's eco amy . 
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In 1881 t he town saw he need to i nc ease the facilities of education 

in the .. r ea . As a. result the l ittl e f r OUTle building 'Was r ep l aced loat h a 

new two-sto~ brick uilding in the wes t part at town . T e f i rst t eacbers 

i n the new buildint we r e iree Freeland, Grace Henf r ickson, Fran Al exander 
35

and Dora Beer . 

Sunm~ acquired another hote n 1882 . t as owneQ and opera~ed by 

Fredr i ck :oIalter . '. i l i am Koeing opened a barber shop the same year . 

During t he summer of this year t he rail road erect ed a wat er t ower and 

Pumoing station in the t own . The firs t station attendant was 1eorge 

Tangman who was follOTtTed y iriilliam Stephens who served the t own for 

eighteen years . 

Doctor Chris t ian Neuforth was t he fourth doct or to ettle iA the 

c mmuni ty . He praeticed~here until his death , in 1927, having served t he 

communi y for fort y -f our years. Wi lliam and - id Goldsmit h opened another 

Reneral store .lOd hucks t er r oute to serve t he surrounding ueas . A cigar 

shoo W:;lS 0 ened l"y ':. i l iam Huneke who made such ci~ars as t ne "De,., Drop" , 

<Uld t he "Lean Hoosierll . 

The next year , 1884, saw tbe establ ishment of t he fi r st jewelry and 

v1atch r epai r shop by Otto eer and t he fi r s t arug tor e by V. W. Eigney 

who sol d out to Arthur Schene in 19I9 . Mr . Schene operat ed as the t own 's 

onl y druggi s t unti l 1964. That year was al s o t he year when the Big Four 

Hall \1 as built . It is naw owned ry t he Kenneth L. Diver Post 337 merican 

Legion of Sunman . 

The small connnuni t.y took a huge step m.lard i t s preservation and 

pro ection in IRR6 when the men of' the camnunity j oined forces ...nd 

organi zeo a 70l unteer f ire Department . This was t he result of daJlUl.ges 
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suffer d Y several t ' ildings of the tOW'n 'f r i re a few wee s bef· re . The 

,~ irs i ece of equinment f or he depart ment was a h.n d-mu ner \·r ich oroved 

to be worth its expense many times over throughout the f ollowing ye<trs . 37 

oday t he denart men t is the l arges t owner of fire - i~htinc eq i pme nt in a 

trurt y mile r adius . It al so .as twenty- two members . 

This year al so sarI t he cond ng of Alex~der Connelly , a B ptist 

minister , to t he town . He organi zed and f ounded the fi r s t Bapt i s t 

congrepation i the community during the fi rst mont hs of 18B7. It never 

uite ac uir ed a s t apl e s t a rt collapsed a f ew months l a t er. 

Since 4='arm produce as t he number one source of he smaI l communit y 's 

eco omy , there was an open ing f or George and .-i l l i am ftlcMu l en , in 1887, 

t o establish a meat market on t he s outh si\l e of t own . T e Sunman Bui l uing 

and Loan Associat ion was f ounded the follcn.;in f; year, 1888 , and ser'ved the 

area for many years until t he Bank Holi~s i n the early 1930 's. 

Duri p, t his per i od, s ince met al and steel were not erfected yet , 

rlOod nl ayed a ery important role in every community and Sunm~ was no 

except i on. In I 890 a gr oup of men established a wooo'W orking plant in t he 

town . n r 898 i t was sold to t he Saint Farys Spoke ~'iorks of Saint Marys , 

Ohi o. Thi s l an t not, onl y m.de s pokes f or wagon s (al ou gh t, a t w::. s about 

seventy - l i ve ercent of i t b s i ness) ut it also made f urniture mate r ials 

a e used by the pea Ie of t .tJ e ar ea . Today i t is stil i n exis t ence at 

a New loca i on ~nd under the supervision of the Bacon Lumber Com any of 

38 Chicago. 

The l ast decade of he ninet eenth century saw t he need f or a new 

reli gion in the communi ty due a the arrival of nl!-v . David L. andament . 

He organi zed the Chri sti an Onio Soci e t y which is still t he largest 
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rel igi ous denomi nation in t he a r e a . In I R9I Doctor E. B. Vincent erect ed 

a t el e hone l i ne from his home t o th... t of Walte r Fitch ear Penntown . Thi s 

l i ne nroved to be of good use in many occ asions when, due to the rofes ~ion 

of a doctor , t ime ~las of the ut mos t i mportance . Doc t or incent also 

bec.me Chancellor Co aode r of' t he Knight s of Pythi as ~I-t... t year. T e 

next f our y ears were to see t he organi zation or the F&JU· odge No . 590 

wi t h Samuel \ole ster as 'Wor hipful Mas t er . The &aid Chapter of l!;as tern 

Star with Mr s . fo ayme Smith as wor thy Mat r on , and t he Pyt hian Sister s 

with Nrs. 1> i nnie Bigney as l eader)9 

Two men r . Biel by and i etzl er arrived in the t own in 1891 and in 

Mar ch , 1893, b ou ;oht a lar~e amount of l and ' us,t east of t a t owned by 

Ja..>nes aoness . On nay 14 , I 89L, t hey ad the l and platted f or pur chase 

by newcomers o t he area . 40* These t wo men had been oartne r s i n a hardware 

business during t i s time . 

IEl 5 was a tusy year f or t he community "nth the erection of f our 

new bus inesses . Al ue rt eh lmer erec t ed a building and opened a general 

store. John Hashagen oDe ed a ba r er SlOp . Robert Hussell opened a print 

shop (t e firs t i n the town ) and nu bl ished a newspa er weekly ca l ed t h e 

SUN} pr~ss . hr . Behlmer and }lr . Brun s open d up tIe unde rtaking business 

Thel ..s t two year s of t he century aw the pas s ng o. a maj or mile 

stone i n the history of Sunman . It was on (·larch 5, 1898 that the Board of 

County Commiss i one 8 assembled and signea a charter of Inc orpor ation for 

t e town of Sunman . The Ch~rter r ead t hus : 

Tha t the t own of unlTl~ be a nd the same i s hereby dec l a red to be t e 
in cor~orated town of Sunr an a t the fi~ty day of our Ma rch session ,
1898 . I 

* See Pl a te I I in the apne di x 
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CHAPTER IV 

sm~N 1900-1956 

The wenti eth ce tury began in th i s sm.ll but r apidly Erowi ng communi t y 

with the ar rival of he town ' s f ifth doctor, Doc t or Ei r chf i el d . Doctor 

Birchf ield not on~ f ulf i lled his role as a physic i an but also took Q 

act.ive i n er~st i n the cOTlununity oy organi zin t he f i r s t F:r.ss and n 

Su an which he l ed un ti l the outbr eak of r Id War I when it was disbanned 

due to insufficient ~articipation . 

The year 1900 also saw Henry Pri ce open a confect· onary and ice cream 

oarlor in whjch he h.s made ice cream from his in rec i pes fo r over sixty 

years . Talbert and Galbraith pur chased the sari mill .nd l . t er T.l vert s old 

out t o n.lbr ai t h and sons . Today ' t is owned y he Bacon Lumber Company 

of Chic.go . It was . l so during this year t hat t he t own ' s f i rs t bank came 

into existence , the Sunman Stat e Bank wi th hris t Nieman as pr esident . Li ke 

t he ruilding and Loan ssociat i o. i t c l osed at t he beginning of the I930 's 

wi th he rank Ho i day . Lot or i sts were pl eased this year when t he firs t 

stone r oad was built t roufrh Sunm.n . This ro.d uas Dlart of t he er ail les

Brookvil le road that i s Highway IOr today .42 J180 our ing t his year was t e 

o eniog of Joe Wi pnl e 's tavern . 
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The delivery of tbe mn l was ex anded in I 901 to include most of the 


eon e in t h e surrounding area of Sunm ..n. Th i s w.s done with the 


43 establ i shment of two new ma.il rout es . li.icbard Eehlmer came i n Surunan 

t his year omd egan work .. 5 t e tmm ! s on l y blacksmith . hi s brother, 

l!,cuiard Rehlmer, purch. sed te N' "man interest s Cilnd can t i n od the grocery 

and dry goods busi n,., s. Another or ganization was s tarted th i s year, tb. t of 

the Ojibwi Tribe of Red Men wit h Frank Dudly as Sac em. 

John Kueeel opened a l i vestock and feed .us i ness in t he town during 

I 902 . 'f'he f ollowing ye<U" the Sun.'!Ian Fire Depart ment erected a new one s tory 

f rame uil j inr to shelter their e(p.dpmen t . Ttis building wa _lso used 

as the housing for he t own j Ol il , a l i t tle met cage seven feet t all , 

f our feet wi de . nd s i x fee t l ong . It is s t i l l the t mTn ! s on l y 01 ce 0 

confinement tOday . 44 

I904 brought about t he enovat i on of the r a i lroad t y the com, any . The 

sec ond track was h i d with an i. terlocki n switch syst.e , and a new statio 

was bui l t to pumn water for the t r a i ns . This w~ s l oca t ed a mile east of 

St an . There was nl ent ,V of work t his year for anyone who w~nt ed j t • 

. 1c .u llen ' s meat m~rket al so saw a great change. A l ong di sta.n ce te l eobone 

l ine was hooked. into the store consi sti ng oi' a swi t chboard Oll'ld . n oner at or. 

In I9uA j t a f r anchised t o Southern Indi ana 7elephone Company and the 

switchbo.. r d w .. s remo1red from t he market . In I912 t he comryany was turned 

over t o the Fanner ' s 'f'el ephone Gom any and ill I917 was ('urch.sed by 

Edward Beblmer . The l 'lt er sol d t he comoa ny to th e Sunman Teleohone ompany 

af te r ooerati ng it for t hree ye~rs . 45 Tooay i t i operat ed by t he Sunman 

Teleohone Comnany under the managem~nt of Robert Miles . 
\ 

1 a r ch 3, 15>05 wil l l onp, 1.e a memora I e dat e in t he hi s t ory of Sunman , 
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Indi ana. I t was on -hi s dat e t h.t .. fire , ori gi nat i ng in the back of But l er ' s 

livery .rn, s re.d, out of control , to sever al other ui l di ngs cont aini ng 

busi nesses llind r es aences. Hhen t he fire was brought under c nt r o , 'Y t e 

e of t he hom 0 p and a fi r e - ucket rigade , ei gh t houses and us i ness 

est abl ishments we r e ei t he r destr oyed or badl y damaged. 

The dounage extended f r om washington St ree t east war a t o er i di an Street , 
west wa rd t o Filmore Street and t o the sout h on Vi ne St reet. (See P TE 
V i appendi x ) Proper ty destroyed incl uded the But l er l i very bar n; a 
one-s t ory f r oune building a four f r ont us i nesses ad.1 o 'ni g the livery 
bar n to t he south on Neridiii..n St reet ; t e two- t ory fr..me r esidence aod 
hotel bui ding of Fr.nk Brinkman ' s hous i ng J ohn Hashagao 's barber shop 
and gr ocery ; voseph Wi p I e ' s two-story brick r esidence and salon 
uilding ; Emory Heavy ' s s t ory and a half frame r esidence ; and Edward 

Cook ' s two-story frame r es idence a saloon t uildi g. All of t e l ater 
were facing washington St r eet. i l iam Hune - e 's f rame barn and tobacco 
st or ehouse ; Edwar d Be lmer ' s t wo-s tory rick and f rame residence and 
s or e bui l din f' cing t he uhole length of Heridi an Street f rom Washi g
to t o t he ail r oad . The wate r t ank , at t he nort heas t corner of t he 
Behlmer prooe r t y and used y the rail road, W:.lS dest r oyed despite t e 
fact t hat i t w.s f ull of w. t er. Spr eading across '!eridian Street, t ha6 
f i re badl y damaged t lle wo-story Schuck r esidence :md hot el buildi ng • 

.U t hough hit with a s t a ge. rin blow ot defeat , t he town w.s not aoun 

et. PeoDl E'! of the communit y r esponded quick y and ega to r ebui l d mos t of 

he damaged pr oT)erty. Ll s o in t his year the Co- Operat i 'Te C.mni ng Company was 

s tablished f or the purpose of canni ng t he f ann pr oduc t s of the area such as 

orn , beans , t omatoes etc. 7 This company was l ocated at the sit e 0 the 

aint Harys Spoke Works . Gus reOl:er also opened a bar er shop this year . 

ever al of t he orirymen of tl e ar a j oi ned toge t her and organized t he Clover 

eaf Elgin Cr eamery Comp y in this year . 

Several maj or developments were made in the t own during 906 . The firs 

ewer l ine lias l aid and a sys t em of sidewalks -were l ai d t hroughout the t o 

i l liam Polar opened a garage . It wa also duri ng t his year t ha t Doct or 

fi ncent bough t t he firs t automobile i n the town . 
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1907 witnessetl the form_tion of ~he second bom - in the tow , the 

Fanner ' s N4I. tional Bank wit.h Doctor Ne or th acting as president . However, 

it went the W<£Y or all b....nk in 930 . 160 i n this year tne Co- Operative 

Canning Company sold out to t e Sheriff Preserve Compat\y . The later sold to 

t he Naas Food Corporat ion later . 4(1. 

Doctor Fletcher became the s i xth physic'an of the town and havi ng 

graduat ed from t he Louisville College of Medicine , served the communit y f or 

for ty-eight years until 1956 . In 19IO, Sam Kirshner est abl ished a clothi g 

st ore i n t e t own . 

Sunman r adiat ed with e ectri city i n 1911 for t he f i rs t t ime when J oseph 

Kuebel org.ni zed the El ectric Lifh t and Power comoany . 49 The mai n street 

(the old 7er sail es- Brookville road) was the f irs t to be equl.pped wi th t hi 

f aci l ity and then only part i al ly . ~ l s o during thi s year Doctor Ti l ur 

obinson came and ettled in t he communi ty as t he sevent h doctor. 

'l'he f ourth ol atted addi tion to Sunman w..s made i n t he year 1912 when 

Walter Fi tch bought a l ar ge t r act of l and j ust nor th of t h. t belongi ng to 

50 Chri s t and Emma Ni eman , and eas t of that belonging t o Bi e by . nd Wetzler.

(See appe dix Ph~TE II ) 

914 w .. s :a frui tful year for t l,e oeople f the ..rea with he arrival of 

aur ice eurar tbwho f ounded the second tlacksmi th shop in the town and 

operat e it until the ~ te 1950 ' s . Authur Baeverl in oDened a garage in th~ 

.rea t hi s ear al so . 

Toothache'" were t aken care f fo r t he fi rst t ime profes s ionall y in 917 

wheA Doctor Campbell et ":,l ed i n th e t:.lll as the only dentist in t he history 

of the own . l'he Red ~ling Counci l No. 356 was organized t hi s year al so . 

Afain , as in 1863, t he developement of the town was s tifled and eventually 
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beca~e stagnant wren , on Apr i l I~ J 1917 , Pre sident Wilson del i vered his 

all 0 Arms ada r ess at the out break of the Uni ted States ' entry into Wor l d 

I-' a r I . 5'r 

Richard :;md Leonard Bee r "1urchased t he Bi el by .md Wetzler business in 

1920 and ran a haraw.are- grocery store as t he Beer Brot hers . Thi's year al so 

saw t he McMullen interests urchased ty Her ert Cooper wh o sol d out to 

- alte r Osburn and lfenry Tr aut man a few years l ater . This year f aced t he 

eo Ie of the community wi th the need f or anot her expansio of t he 

educational f acilities in t he area . So, in order t o cope wi th t e eeds, 

a new bu I ding was erected i n t he northern part of the tow and another 

addition was added i n 1928.52 The American LeKion Pos t 337 was f ormed this 

53year by the earl y vet erans of t he war . J ohn Schwing al so built a garage 

t his year . 

The druggist of t he t own , t he Bigney and ompany Dr ugs , sold out to 

Art hur Schene in I 92I. He continued in the business until 1964 . Tbe 

fol l awi nr y~ar , Rev . Al f red Thomas settled i the area and organized the 

fir st Sunman Community Church. Ben Boggess es t atli shed residency i n Sunman 

and ecame t he own 's f i r st pr ofes s ional t ruck dr i ver . 

1924 saw t he est.. lis hment of <l new feed mi l l oTler~ted by Roy 

Nedde an and his father John . Harol d timmerman established another garage 

The f oll owi ng year , 1925' , saw another .ddition to the Volunteer ~ire 

Depar t ment, a new 192~ HOiiE pUlllper whi ch is still owned and opera le 

54 
today . St.. ndar d Oil Company moved in and es t a lished a warehouse in 

Sunm~ i n 1926 with Edw;l.rd Schuck as oner ator . Raymond Brownfield 

purchased the business f r om Adam Huber , t he fol l ower of r . Schuck , i n 

1940. 
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One of t he oldest r esi' ents of Sunm~n , Cl . rles ~ cCl osky , bega • w. cb 

reoairing busi ness in 930, one year after Olli e wuellner went ·nto busi ness 

as a cont ract or . 

The People ' s Bank and Tru.. t Comoany was formed in 1933 af t er the B k 

Holidays ended ..nd has served t he conununity wi t h forty- one year s of 

successf ul busi ness . I t was the r esult of t he combinat ion of t he Sunman 

State Bank and lJle F~rmer ' s lation~l E .. nk . 55 1933 was ..I so t.he year in 

which t he Business ~1en s Cl ub was org.nized . 

Doctor McConnell t o k u residency here . 5 the i ~h th doctor i n 1934 

and is OTlera in~~ t oday as a physi ci an-surgeon . n · the town I s onl y doctor. 

R.usse 1 Schuck took over the onerat ::.on of the hotel f r om his fa t cr . He 

l ater SOld the usiness and is now de_ ing in the ref r igerat ion busi ess . 

Ru en RobertQ began his pouLtry t rucking business at this t ime . J ob 

Hashaean and How..rd Cook r ganized an under aki nr service also in 1934. 

The f irst beauty sho , owned y ?oI rs . Fr ank \'!eber, was ooened fo r 

usiness in I937 al oni! with the fir s t of a linl! of Boy Scou Tr oops in 

Sunm It was formed by Ea.rl Shirling ho acted as the scoutmast er . The 

begi nning of this year w~s full of ac t i vi y for most of the people in the 

~rea when ~ record- reaki ng flood sur~ed t hrough the s urroundi ng community. 

The Sun an railroad elmin~l was deC l ~red an emergency st~tion .nd head

quart l! rs for he Nati onal Gu~rd and American Red Cross . The t er"inal was 

56al 0 used QS a collec tion center f or t he victims of the flood . 

In 1938, Harvey ·osmeier oDened up another b· rber shop with Paul 

Forthofer in his em l oy . 'rhe two la t er became nartners i n 1947.. I n 1955 

tolr . Fortho!er urchased t he IosJI'lei er interes t s ;,rnd is operati hg. sole 

owner yet t oday . T'he followin!~ year witnes sed the est~bl ishl'lle nt of t he 
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Brunsman l;"arrn L"1T Lemen Shop 1-'hi ch 14 ..s !)wnea by Al Erunsman . In 1951 "r . 

Erunsman tee me part ners with J oseph Eart an and orer~te(l the brunsman

Har t man Iml l ement Company . 57 Gilbert eb ter and is \o~ife , ~d.. ina, started 

a hardware store in the north ,art of town this s~e ye.. r . 

Howard Cook . od his wife , Sarah , bought the Hashagan intel'eat s in t he 

undertakin~., busines s in I9LI ~nd the se rvi ce became known as t he ook 

58
Funeral Home. Mr . Cook a so o ,erat ed he life squad units f or the town . 

For a short while in I~ 41 Edna Osburn was president of a froup of ladies i 

an organization called tilt! ,orld ,Iar other I 5 l ub ut i t was di sbanned at 

the close of t he war . Two years later , 194), the Sunman Lions Club was 

organized . There were forty- t hree Charter members and F'ores t YJ .lter s w' s 

59the firs t oresident . 

1945 was a year of sorrow f or t hose wh o had l ost l oved- ones i n the war 

but f or t he more fortu at e it ,.as a t ime 01' r ejoicing and rapid development 

in the t ow . This t ime saw :ii. ri se of new ad',;itions to the busi nesses of 

the t own and mor e oeopl e sett l ed i n the area . The Business i rect ory 

r ecords four new establishments and a counle of transfers . 7irgini. 

Tr autman cecame head oos t mist r ess t his year fol I o "ng John Ee~r who served 

since 19h3. Prior to t his t" e t he pos tmast ers we r e in r everse order ) 

He ry Price, Eriith t.~etzl er , ..nd B. W. Bi gney . 60 Annette Tnornburg opened 

• beauty salon , Roy Hof ! purchased the Schuck inte r~sts and re-est ab ished 

the hotel u iness, Char es ~riller moved his ferti lizer store t o town , 

Tick Mart in 0 ened anot her saloon whi le lma and Li sa Schazer went into t he 

cl othing business by buying the Sam ~i8hner i ntere t a. Thi year also 

wi neased the purchase of t he Galbrai t h saw mi ll by the Bacon Lumber 

Com~any of Chicago . 
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19LR was anot.her year of develonement . S~lke ~rothe rs Implement St or e 

was es t ablis ed under managemen t of Cl ifford an Kenr'eth Sel ke , Dal as 

at tire bought in t erest s i n a Dry Cle.mi ng bus iness, E,rnest Howery purcha sed 

t he right s f or a Mobil Oil fil l ing s t at ion, and Adam Hube r urchased a 

f ur i t ure s t ore f r om John Hoff wh o s t art ed it in I923 .61 The Naas 

Corporati on saw a change in r- anagement his year with ' oward Osbur n becomi g 

t he new manager and r emainme; in t hat position for sevent een year s .62 

The next year , 949, obser ved Miss E sa Dreyer or 'anizing t e firs t 

b3 nur sin~ home i n t.he town locat ed on t e south side . . The we ster Newhouse 

~lectric Comoa~ was organized t is year ~ong with he nueven Brot hers 

'.'!hi te ilIa St ore wbich .,as o. erated by John and J oseph Knueve and lat er 

on by Wi ll:.rd, anoth~r brot ller . 

I n 19S1 t.he residen t s of Sunman acquired the ne..1 faci li y of nmning 

water . A reserv0ir of wat er had been di s covered i an underyround l ake 

s1 u.ated beneath .a l arge porU on of t he east sec t i on of the t own . Ther e 

were f es t ivities in t he town in I951 wi t h the dedication of t he new wat er 

t ower . 

Up unt il th i s t i me }ter i i .:l.O Street w.as t he onl y street in t he t own t hat 

h.ad el ec t ric l ighting . During t hi s year t he rest of eridian treet was 

lighted al ong with t e r est f the town . l.ugene NcPherson c 4IJTle i nto t e 

communi t y moving his tnai 1 or ~r printing business , St and.ard Statement s, her e 

f r om In i .napol is occupying t he quarters formerl y owned y larvi n Luhr ing 

.and his Acorn Pr ess. Kenneth Schmidt moved his e l ect r ical and pl umbi ng 

busi ness to ~own from hi s f.arm l ocation . 

Loui s Gi 1m.. .urch.ased t he Dot Food "' t 'Jr e f r om Edna and Neride th 

Gunte r in I 952; Alfred SchoU"e r ooened a bar ber shop, i1ma Vail and I r a 
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Brinknliin star ted separate news asenci es ; and Wi lbur Lel-Tis bec~e rnan..~er of 

t he RJ l ey County Farm Bureau in unman . 

The l .st t wo years of t he cent ury of Sunman 's hi s t ory passed on wi th 

Edna Gunter t aking over the Me rchants Creamery Comoany which was formerly 

rnA by Hazel ~ or man . 1r . St oner cOWIe t o the town as a r ailroad agent 

succeeding G. P.JTlI1ler rnOUl . r e Cub Souts of . eri ca wer e r gani zed t his 

year . In e l ast year, 1956, Tom Manlif opened the Tom ~ d J oe 's Grill and 

Bennett Fran.6.1in purchased ·he hobi l il Stati on rom hrnes t Howery . 64 
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PLATE I 
LAN D PLATTED BY JAMES VANNESS 

AP ~ I L 17, 185 7 
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'PLATE II 

LAND PLATTED BY BIELBY AN:9 WETZLER 


MAY 14, 1894 
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PLATE I II 
LAND PLATTED BY CHR I ST NIEMAN 

OCTOBER 3, 1904 
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PLATE IV FI TC H 
LAND PLATT ED BY WALTER 
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PLATE V 


DAM AGE DONE BY FI RE MARCH 23, 1905 
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