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We of· the,'.tw~lltleih'.,o.ent--tn.,-·:tlnd.,tbS.·t' olle'~f'our'.~ai;- ... 

. est.· . probl&m~ __ il&~;'l11.~:ihe",:t.ll.Ured)h ;t,he:." ',pa~,·o~J~;so;,~any,,~pl.'·:~ , 
~ • w ." • • ~. ' 

t~·-reai1·ze.-t:be-,;~8'1gni'fi'canO~·,'ot·th;·i"ac~'·t,bat--(Q1,il::·ex1·si,s,~-,,::·~ie
~ • • ~ oJ! • . -. ~.' _." '. .- • ".. • '. '::. •• , , • 

it .i~:.very· true~liat,.,th~~~ ~re·.,.ery ..ma.nt:,'at!-lsts: who·· ev~n: d8DJ' 
- - ." " . ' . .~: - - .... :-. . , , 

. tbat-:~·He··'do,e~ ei-1~8ti,·t;bar~ are :alS·q'·mll:11o~S'co1"'·lndlft&renti~ts:'· 

; .hO·,.6rant.H~s::eX1stene8 but'nev~r:-aDY- .conseqUe~deS 'f.lowing t~om .. 
,~ '(:,;~rl'?)"'" --.: - ~ ~. . -" : ",:- . :. ';--. ",: ':. :~-.~:~~:.~-~ . 

th9.t.·admlssfon~ .. ' - '. '. . " ' ..,' .' 

... ', . :~he:,. e:~sht~enthcentury·a:1;het~tio'~·~;~~~~:f,~~'~~d~':ratlo~l~·" . 

'1stlcd;~triri~; ·.li~~::~p~~de·d~~'~::W1t'i. ~·s~d. ·ba~~~.:'~tor. SUOll"~ 
: attcltud~it. part1'~ql~'rly :.De1sm, ·and. later· Agnost1-c1sin'~:· So ,,~ii .' 

have, '~:bey·, done . tbe1·r:"WOr~·:·tbat.:··t:~·da~ .~. ;broken~a.own '·'cQncept ··of' 
"' ~ . 

'" :. :God.a_,~a~:·;id~c·:~a~;,who·:·s1~P1Y<~1 h:B;ve':-'mad:a: the: world.' and· torgot­

,r ,-'ten &bOU't;:.1t•.is·.hardlY'·.Suf,i'1'~~eni .::tri::-1nd~ce~<.~~e~Pl~ ,,:to liVe'a' 

.moral.lite·•. 'atid r1:ghtly: ·so~.'tie'~·moral ;1nduc~DlEmt of' a.correct'· 
".' - ". .'.' . 

:: ' 

.' BeI!l1des .. pr9ylng: ;tQ', the'~wor~d:thait God ,,6XiSfilJ:.' we" .mu·st· 

:ShOW.. ;t;he"wor-ld':~ba.t<~"lS·.-:to:,·~t~~:.. b.est of.'~uuan'.:~b1'11tY. ·k,ve·.·· . 

. to.llows·upon· knQW'lscise ~': . ~herEt,~()~e.';~()DIe .. take~up·,·t.1i~. stl1OJ,·ot. 

Th:e.Od1ci:·imd·. 'lnvas~~sate~"the~ '<luestlon-:;ot· ~d ·.s:~'··~t·tr1butes '''In': 
, tlBse·-,tlmesw1th·;.•r.bapa-,'-a. little ex:tra impetus. apd. realization 

- ~." . ­

.'" Havl·ri8 "I»r~ed the·&X~stence,.oi'·God.the-n:, we·.pas·s,·.on··t,o . 
. . . "." - - .' . ... . :' 

. :,8 .dlSc.usslQriot·.What·att·rlbutes: 9at1 .·1js.predlcat.ed ,of ,Him· .and ·how. 

It. 'is-1nteresti~' .a.:~d :;lm~rtan~'~'to ,,~otethat. ~n:' re~rd. ,to t.his ;.: 


-. part-ltiular .~qtie.s~ 1on~· students:.ot· theOCllc7.·'Oi'ten":go . to .one·· o~; :'tJl€f 
 > 

ot~r· .:extreme,•. ··that·. i"~' .eithe:r" to. agnost-lclsm.: ·cOl'. anthroPomor.phism ~.' 

Thls· .~ang$r' eX,lsts, :b~oaus.e SOIre ::.m.en·" See1ng ..tbS.·t ...~t~lot· Pos1-tl~e 
·mowleageot God ,.1s' unatta1nabl.e.: .deelare"that: ,we-c.annot·attaln to 

~i,pos1tive bO.le·~ge:-:ot·G:~d~ wh1J.9on ~he ..otlie~: ~nd •. some ~~e .. 

,w- • 

http:students:.ot
http:take~up�,�t.1i
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-- .. a. 


_mls1<ad;.',to.;,,-conciud8~~:tba;:t God: ean'.,W·· )tnoWn~·d1ract·iy"":~nd-,pos-1tive;ll· ,:. 

by-ua~.1nthls~.stat·e:·<aid: therefOre0:--'t~;ta];1·--1ni:JQ;·-:ant.l:.1:roP;inorph1sm"
" . . " . " .. ~~ 

pl'ed1cat1n~--:per-fe~t~ons- ·of- ·man-t'O:God<1n·~:a~ -un~voca'i·:Se'M.'.'--:--~lie 
_- fact '-lSi'-- .th~t-.e~-il~n~- att~ln.t;.o;~:oert,alU ~~pos.1tl~~k.n0wledge-'--of <, 

God' s:'at-tr1butes:i' ,but -;asL~t'Q --~~-:ihose·'at-tr_l.butes- ...e~lst,<tn- ~1m~- -- -' 
'-.. .'., 1-" ,'. . -. .­

:we- must'-rema1n-1gnol'antt.'·-_- ". -1'h1-s f -i-s' the- :Thom1st1c:·:teac·b1n-g .~. -St. 


T-homas . briDge:--out"· -the ,-fact- tha;t~··pe-s1-tlve;knowl&dge·;ot·-God~s-_e:o. ­

.turs; In:-the .t;Jotr1c-t·~sense~·wQuid-'be- .. -,tha- -:aama-·"as,-- ,p~S-1·t-lve~::ltIlo.l~clS~: 
,of. -creat~es.-Carld;:,t-husth1:s'lmC)wledge :··woUrld---be--un1lflcoal.. ,·On:the-~. 

'. -Otbel'h~.- ·1f -Pret!llcat-es-:,:m..,-~,pplled--to· God·and·--c.-reat-ure --In-an" 
. 	 -' . 

-.equivocal :-serise~"-then-'-e':oanknow'-,ne)t-h1ng'O:f'- God ti s:-.nature.;- "om': 
'. 	 -~ .. 

-: knowLGod-9s:··nature-".aDa-log11:al1y~_ ~ because·". ,the .perf5.ct1.on~ ,-,whioh.- '.-. 

. 1f'e-;Joan;,.~pr-ed-1'cata.:-;of':Q:reatUl'es"'--~nd- GOd~"we:"know:-we:;cannot:~predl~9 
- '.,' '. 	 ­

j~atei:.~s1mply;;speak·ln·g- -i-n l>cth--oases'-'--- _'It:--is-· ,obv1ous-"ct-hat--these· 
"- ~'-. ," 

pel'f'ee·.tlons-·::are.-'f6uhd- -1n:' God--·i-n·:-a--wa1'proportlo~1 .. t:o: tha t-1;n . 
. 	 '. .' . . 

. _	w-h1ch, 'tihey}- are- .found·,lIl'·;,orEnitW,'tea-:.~·How· .they--ars.-: :a-l-l-;1.dentlf1ed 

lnthe..JIIB~:raot··_ounlt=y: of>God·t~- ~turErD we :do not--,~~~"~? 
.,', 

-Nevert-he-~ess' thet-s- ·are·two--t~hi11gS ---we'--do:: ~kn-ow-" for -.sur-e. 

- We- ,cannot ..·att-r1bute-1mperfect,·ioils,-toGo(J.;'·ne1ther'-ean- we-attribute 
·a· .' 

. Remation·1s :ana-- - Vla-Eni1-11E1nt.1ae- -respec-tively-~And ··thus .we-pl,s.o!=· 

o-ceed :in_ -our investlgatloDg ,imperfectly -i~ ls,true~ butclegltimaie _.-

and<C8t'tai-nly nece.ss:~y ..:if' we are·to ~:learri- any-thing -at -,al1.~~ .' 
, 	 . ~ ,.. .. ~. 

Logloallj-cone· of'-- the :f1,rst :.quest1-ons:, -conf-rt.mtlng 'lui-: 

-- 1'i;ould, be, :tbB.t..·"of :tihe---··'tormal ' ..constituent ..of' t~s_Div1ne, ..N~ture 

w·,wbat::.att l'1bute--.formally ,con_st1tutes.. :that'--,na.-t~e"~.. -.. fo ,tht..s- _ 

ques·tlon -the Nom1na11stsnatu:rally reply" that lt1s theswn ·of 



a.ll.perte{}:t·1Qns·;~~'· ,T.tJ1s -'il~.'fg "'81mpl y":arr':':tU!lS81'toi'ori,:,tiWlt::,WS- ': ; . 

Ought~~Ot,...tO.th1rik':,Of 'GC)d:"~n~: terms,',ot:;dlf'f.eNnt-iated~;c911Ce~~, 

Whichmeans.ono~, thfnklns,otHlm' a~;"·al1tf .or! .Agnos,tlcltllB~.~' ,,::500-0 

tUB ,wou-ld '.ragard '1n:r!lnity" as 'p:rimar-;Y'4f" Some' Thom1ets argue1ti 

:facor·of su'bs1~ting ~~ell1gence ',whlae,·the:-tna-Jor1.·ty :,of the same, 

,ho1d ,that ,it 'isSubs-1-st1ng Existence., Wbatever--'other'()p1:nions 

might beforWarded~ 'it; 1's ' ..qu1tEfev1dent 'in "8iccordance.'1r1tht.he" 

,Thomistio concept··,of- potenoy, and,',ac-t· and from the .pr~ofs ..,to~' . 

God!t s ext ste~oe,,, tba't-SubSi&t1ng -Exlstence'~'-f'ormatly',-conetle 

, 'tntes ,the Dlv"neNatUre~'be'oa:qse: ,1;t',dlst1ngnishes·Q-oti, ;prlmar,11y , 

from -wbatvrver. 'ie: -not,;·God .• " ;.Ess'~r1e.e- ,a~d ,~X1s,tence -are,::1dEtnt1= -~ -, 
. '. .~" 

t'1ec:l- 1n:·no ~otb$~ .being'•.. God,:,iaeks,-)any::""PQt~~CY- ,.or ·1mperf'.~ct1ons 

beca'use.Hs>-·ls -·pure' "aotbace.uae:'·,His' ~9a~enCe'1s:·,ex1stence •. Ali' . 

creature,e,·have--'pot&noy. ailir ,aet·o· As'manti-oned·:above··tha",·"Qu1n­

qu.e Vlae~t.leadus:-to t.he·-CQn~e~~~n~~f'- Go~- -alsoD ·for: 'a}~b.e,.
. -..~ 

- tlrstmov.er:-'muat ·"be' ,its ·own'actlvlt1~~:·pUl'*e-'Mt in" theordersot' 
, , " " 

. ­
activity a.nd,'.being; ,lts'·assenc.e<,cannet~,he;ve-a'PCitenti'a.11·ty: far: . 

exis:t'ence'i" . it.: ,niu~t~be·,ex·1Btenca·~,:':c :b) 'First- oause" 'cannot 're-: .' ." 
- . ." • . >:. . " . 

. €}elvet': e.xlst,enee·.··:c) ;E8sene-e:~t '<a;·~~~ceBSa~y .. belng is ::enstene-."o 

.aJ--Anabse-lutely ··peX'fect~ 'be·lng',-oanriot·shal'e··:exls-teflo·e'~"'1t-, must' . 
, . .- -.'~: ;. .'" - . - , 

·""8 eX1S:te~ceQ' ·e):-TM'- flrst lntelllgence---m'WJ:t, ,be;"plen1·:tude ot . 
"." . 

be,lng,ol" -Subs:1-st1n3,'Existence .---tt cannot ,be -l'elated ...'to .be~1,ng' 

. : d1et1net;,tro'm :.l-tsErlt.3, Thus ··w.e:·f1·lld . tru3/t· ·the:r~' lano ~ttrlbute': 
but. -Subsls.tl:Q,S' EXj;s·tenc8'which,can··,ba·:,pr1m·~~,.· . Even'.·Subs·1at1ng,·, 

Int'elJ.fgence:'depends:,upon-Godjai'lmmate.1'1a:l1:"tY:_~Whl()h:a.Slil,~tum0·.:: .' 

':,'baaetf,.u:pon:J"-GOd;!s_ pur~',:,a~t· QrSub.lstlng·EX'i:s,UJnc~·~~:;::'i1kewl~~-.~.~' . 

• ad'lCa:l'.~1nf1nit1~'1~:.on~"(fOn~~1:v.bl$'} 1f,-g.od~~'::es~enee-~~bont.,bls, "-. 
. , 

iFfi,Eiqu1rement ·tor.all 'infinite, pe:rfec1i.1ons g · and the' very reason 

http:ad'lCa:l'.~1nf1nit1~'1~:.on~"(fOn~~1:v.bl
http:God,:,iaeks,-)any::""PQt~~CY-,.or
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. Go~:~s~.e:s~:~nee,:,.ao:t~ll1"doe~:~,O.~l'S :bS9:~uee<:··4t:·1&.:~~.18:tenge'.· ',.' 
Tb.e~f~l'~-;W&:.beg1n"·:"4;ih~·:th1fi, ...tUri~a~~ta,i- 'e~nc~Ptl'~~":~~'~Od .. ' , 

,,: ,'. .,: In· ded~olng. :t;bs!:·D1vln~: '·Att~l~Ut~c,." ..:.~:/ .., ,':'., : •.:." . .....~: . 
. . ..... ..... . .:. . .' .. . .: '" " ':,'. ...... ;' . . 

. ' .:' . How· a <Illvi'ne': At-tribute·;1s" ,an·'·ab.olut.l,.;,'.slmpl:e{:.pe:r­. . ' .' , "- ~ ",.' . _." ~ . . 
. .' - ~; , :. 

: f~OtiOl'l>·';'hl0h=·:exl&te,fteces8a~:lay.~,a.ni:·:tO~.1l1y':i;r;f~q:~·.··'_d·c',,: ... 
, - . , . ",' , - . '. ~ - . -' ~ 

.,.wh1011:,'· ::~c-09rd-1ng.·::·to.;,ouP:~ :1mpertect:.,mOd~"'of :, knwtnEr1t:a" 111" .•191)1100 . 

'.': dUOE!d'· 'from ·Wbat·.we:.d;once1v8' ·as-'oGnstltut1ng.:·~the'·dlv1ne-; ~~....,,:.'
It ' .'. . .. , " ... , ,.:..,. " .' '. 

. enos lll;.. . . fhe' l1teral,,;'mean1ng . 'of.· attr1bute.."ls·: not-"8 "pei'fect-1()n 
~ .... • ~ " : _ u, ',' 

~b1ch ~~s ·'one:.W1.th--an-'8SSitCne :·.a~.·~b.Ol;lY:: :'lnsePal'abl~··~m~ 1t.,·,·: ..,'.. 

·but,..1lt:th!,$" :cii~e;· ..~;;·mean:c:'Ju~t:·· t~t." :tc)r':l~ba .. 'l;>1~tne·':·Attr1but6s,.• , , 

. are nci':aCC1d~nt~:~bU·t:',are.:,GO'd-"HtmSEf'1~.5':~:GbV1oue·1y",such1s' ':.', 
, r ';, • 

. .." not .:tlie.:~~se·.'.wl th .,~l'eaiUrelif'.· .We·,: say ·:·tbat·:'1l'ita-l:l~b:l,l?ty"ls. an "...... '-. " 

'. '.':.:. a~t~lb\l~e:: ot"~'~he.>~~rc~~Uti':'t,lie::~~hUl'Ch.:"l&"·not~· 1~fali1~1;u.t)'.• " .,:,- .' 
:' .Man --.baB·.~the:'-U~8""~f.:re~sonr by --nat~~e!i,·.b\1't,.·l$· :18': n~t. '1i1:mea'lto~e'· .' 

, ,",' the· .. acttW.l· "uae"or'- ~s.,son,- ~d",,~,:,'o'nj' .·.. H~~ver,:GOd~,:1·S '·simple,·., ' .. ' , . ., : . ~ ~ '. ~ . 

. !. '.'H1s::·,esse-nce-and~at,~~i:but~smust ')be':~e.:·< ..frhe~&to~e ':hav~'~''We' ~." .,,: ~'-',':' 

'.. _'. .~':' ..::;.~(_~.~:_ ~.~ ':"w·:.·- .;,_. : _~ ',,' - '.~" ~_ • _~ • '~'. ,,,:._. : -._~r ' .~'"'J; • •• ,_. :_ .. 

stated: abov-e,that.~Wft;.,·predlc~tec. attr1butes' of 004',. only .-in .anan';'- . 
- . -.":: . - ":. . ~ .. - . . "'. .. ".~ .", '. . . .. .-" - .~ '. . 

alOg6it~,'8~,nSe'.';>:·:~,,:,' :'-:', "'." ::', : .,' ',' '. .,.'.'.,.', ", .-: ,:.' . 

, .: :~·.::~hturally,~>::t,~~:.quest,io.n:c::Qt--m1X~tf.:·per.rect10n.S·.~_lses,.tA~ " 
-~: 

-' .' -. ~~-: - :: '.~, .. -: -'.:: .' .' ". 

•. . ,'vie'C,~el:l'~~Ov,.•;: :t;here~"'$re:: cp~~#e9t1;;~'.h1Ch::,1n61ude:absoiut.i:,r: 


'- .. ,no "lmpe,rf'eot1ona~~;'-~h~le,' ~~ ~~: other~',band ,t~re--a~e.,:,th'Ose".h1eh ". 

. --,." "'. .' .... 

. : pl1~itel': "slmp~ex~; --an~.: ~ml:X~'~'j;' ;i'espect1ve'l~.:· .The, tor~r",-i~, '8' , 
• 1,' , " " .... ,:.:;... _" .~ ~ . _ '.'. . • • 

p&rt~1-on"'Wh1ch::~ln~'every·,c·ase:1·t ..1,s:·:·1:)(~tt.e~: foI':'a·th1ng, to ~hav:e· 
. ~.' '. "_. , . . .. . _:- . '" '. : ~ . 5 :. " , 

.tban:,.not·., to ,-,~ve:.·,wh-1-1e "t;h~-,,~lat~er:,"·lnvolve:S,.an.· 'imperfection ::bY 
, . , .'.. '." .... '. ': ...... < .. ',' . 0'·: ..," '.' 

1ts' "'e.ry '-':natura~ .. ~a,.s· :tfha. : proCSl?S (,of .. ·J'easonlng •.. ',..Now the re be ~ilg{.i 
'. . 

.. no:,-llot1bn,ot··$mperf'8ct1.-on· 1.n Go'eli :We ·,must p~d1oate moth1l18.bu:t, 
. '~. - '-- -': , ~.~ -. -" ~. , 

: pure pe·rte.etions·,- of God,. . .- '..- '.~'. 
. ' . ," 

. . , . 
. . 

http:hturally,~>::t,~~:.quest,io.n:c::Qt--m1X~tf.:�per.rect10n.S�.~_lses,.tA


·5 . 
• '.- .~ 

'rheattl'lbut-es:' -a:r;e:~:commonlY;' dl';lc:tad-:'ln:tO.,-·,t.o:,~ma1n:·-'- :: ' , 

c.~SSeS1:·"th8-,en~Ulat:1ve~' ~d':t:he'~~r~t'~-v:~.·:'·' ~.he torme:I':~~'"it'hPS~' 
. ."'.. 

,:-', ~ 

'the" i&t.tel'··.arEt··thoS9,·"hich-::rtlfer-·:t.ti- Hls?c,-cope-rat1:,ons'.',-s-ucb/ 'as~'pl'O-. . .' 	 . '. ~. -' 

, . 

. ' ',;ldenee~and;' ;Otm11:potenc'e:'.~--'-Uilder··:thea~··~tWt>'·eksses>.~"a'·.ci~stl·nctl·on, 
- ." 	 '..' - . ... , ' .. ~. ' . 

ls' 'made,.;cbetwnn,·: POS1:t1:va~anCl'::~neg8. ·t·lve~-perte:dtlQnsj:;' the·~·posi::tl've . 

being, stic.h:,at:trlbut~~- ..as.',iruth :~r,.-g~drless:~< an~: th$:?'il~~ga~l~.~C :­
.' ':'. - • _ < :--1 :, 	 ;. _. . 

be!;ng·~~UOh: &tt.rlbutes~,:aS-';'l~.Ut'8.b1rllt-y. ~~nd.:' 1n41 v181ll1atJ.:: __hleh' " 

·are· 'n$gat-lons" ot" some':'lmperfect1on. -:aut,· ~at ·8ny~ra:te".&··ebai:,);< ,'. 
~ . . -	 " 

. take ·:uP:':.ln.·=order,·'a/"dlSq·uss·10n:':Gt'~heJ·. ·der1.vat10rl .ot~·,the _var11;us 
• '~ - .,' ., - < '. • 

;:".-, ' 

- '. ~ attrlbutes':":ln' the'se·,,,two ··c'las$es:.-, ": ,,:, .~; '''';''-/''.' 

..' '''. ~he' ent·lt.atl~e·:: ~t~~lbute:s-a.re';.~hoSEt -p:ro~l'-ble's '>of"~'1?~lng,_ 

'In··g~nara'l.,:that.·',~e:..10·urid·'·ln.God:~'ln:<th~;:·~_lmum::deg1!ea.~,~~e17;" 
un1ty•. ·,twth,.. goOdnes,s~~·J.Df~nlty.. 'lmmenslty.,·'tmmutabl·1lty.. · ' , 

/. - . 	 - ' '- ­

·etern1·ti. ·;1nv'ls1'bl,11ty-,. ,1~nc9mpr.henli,lbll1 'lit j' ,and:; knowab18D&8~'-,.' ' 
-	 '..~ - " - - . 

-.: : " .', .:~lr'et::'ot,;all J' ··th16r;Se'~~8'Ubs.l·St"lng ..,Being' 1s..(;ne'~ '-::,~,~ , 
-	 .. • < - ~ .'" .'.' • ; -', ~~." , 

·sOl~tel.¥ -ontv~and :. s1'niple~' '~v:erybe'1ng:'1-s,,,undl:Vlded:::QX';·one·~' '·:o~· , . 
Et:lse: "l:t.,:woUiJ~ '-no.t' "b~~,o~e"':bed~g ,but:·:two·;.;·' .~oreov.r~.\ ~64-: be1'~:: ts,' . 
.	Ie :" ,:'.:" .. '., :~. ',:'. . ':8 -.;", ,' .. ;; ::'. ':. . .... ':' ,-. ,'. :<:.: :, 
.:,:-maxlrre~":,ens:{;,'-\'He,,,~-~·s a1'S,c-,' Jn~lme__ -'lmus-:'.' .:,:Nevertte less we '·do:· ,' ... 
..... , .- - ,~" .... , . -. .'. '. ' .; ",.' ....': ~. : '.... -:. ,", . . . :,", ' 	 ,'. 

·.reallze:ctb.8.t.-a'·-b·e1:'~:. oaIlbe':~1,v:~~1~ifi,:o~c:~c~mpose.d',;.o.i" parts;'{" . 
. (lJJanf,1t8;~lo~~, .. logi'e~l.·'· ~b;~tract·.~d .. coJ~r.~:te:•.:: sub~ta~c.e:and .. ,:': . 

~~aOoldentc'Ql'-~es·"~Ree·;/tUld-,·ex~stenoe .• · .How~er· .·~b.e're·;al'e::no:,quan~ , 

. t1~at1ve~ ·parts·,ln GOd',.: f~ ~;. as ,.1s· 1~a:ier1ai e" ,~~re: -~~ .n~. - .' . '. 	 , . " 

..gen~S--.ahd ~..speolt1c.\' d1ffel'ei:ic e./1it'~·~~~~\ts'~,.;He tr-anseendS ~ll .. ­

... "·:::~:ie::~t'~;~~~:::=~:~::S:::::a::r:~:i:~$y;:O~:' ... '" 

: ',' . ' '~~t 1S.'-'~~n~J!et~; ,6~ ··ind1Vldu'~:t .{G~d·):.-.<~1nce,:~1ndJ.V1d~1~z-ad :.~: .. '. 

', ­

. '-:m~ieri~l:'c'~p~ ~'io~s ...~.~:'~O.. ·Pl~~e:~~.i;~:'.eif-subjl:st1ng :BtJing 
. ., " . ,." ". - . '. .. 	 .. " 

, ~- - -. -. . . 
'.' ,.­

' ....', 
< ,.' 

,' ..' 

...' ;,.' 	 ' .. ,'
:'. -'," ';~ r,' :, 	 '-' ".. ' 



. -" - " i
a~d: ';He".1·sessen~la11y/actu.-al 'ex1.s·ten-ce:.' 4 God,: S· ·substance.-g-'-sU£:;" ' 

premely~·'determ1ned-'-b7 --1tselt, --;natura:l-ly' adJJl1:t&-of'--'n¢,dist1;nC"'" , 
. -. -, . 	 . 

tlon between-,substance·'and- s·cc'1dent. ~God !'s~ the'l'e~er&'-one and' 

s1mpla tt and',aloSG,.,'un1qusg- for '1f'there'Wers'·.-any-mult1pilcat-:-ion 

of theDeit.y,tha n- we-eou,ld"dlstlngu1shad1v1ne:essence- com=· , 

" 	mon' to ,all the -gods- -from --individUalized -conditions';' "hlah' would. 

postulate·,.mote: than '·one· ex1stence.and therefore' the"bas!-o . , 
, . '. . 1 

notlen of':->tha·,iel,;ac subsistlng· Ba1ngwouJ;d fall by the wayo.. 

That-God 1s t~·F-lrst Tnth -'ls not' dlf,f-1cu1ttO:,pl'ove.-. 
, ~ - ~-

Every be,ing 1s: :true -in so' ·far 'as ,it·ls· in' contormltY.:with1ts,_ •.• ' 

eternal' type 1mOYlh;b1·t1;le-div~'+l9 -lnte.liec.t~' NoV' :l-nGod, 'dl~: 
, , 

v1~e· '1n.te·llect.~-and,GOdll,s' 'es;sene€--~'re ~ldent1f'ie,d •.. :Theretore. 'we· 

'must "d~s1gnate',God",a8·the: :F1>:rst Trut.h'c>,'· 

-Wega. -on to observe ,tbatGod. 1s' 'per:fectlon and sov";' 
. 	 . .~ . 

arelgn .goodnesst •.' Pure aot oerta:tnly~admits, of- no.imper-fecrt.l,ons. 
. 	 . - . 

,Bx1stence·1s·all pC:l:r.8e'otl·on·lI'hen- not 11mitedb1.~:u,senoe~· and-: . 

such .11k the'-cas9::whati9ssen-~e- 'arld'exl,stenee ;,are"one:.· ,-L1kew,1se', 

. the' cause· 01 a.l-l:cr;e:atedpertecti~nS .., Qlust·natural11·-posse8S~· ',~ . 

them in an_ 'e~lnent: 
, 

degree. 
. 

"The f'aot'that Go d '115 in'fiu!t8 , good.",; 

ness· u·an·,be' ·deduce'd' ·f·rom, ,the :·fact 't1;lat·· H~·'ls··.se1-f""su'b81st1ng 

- and the,retore· ·1nf1n1te·,;b91.ng' ,ani, thua -1-nN.n1tegoodneSSAJ1nce " ' 
, . 

·~be1 ng!.t.and-,,"-~·g9Gd·~ 'are.·,·.1nte.rChanse~b:\fii..G9d- 1s... Hrts--"n;:. end 
,·and. that, of,·allccreatur.eet. -, ..8e';·1-s - the' cSupreDle' .GOO(F.Wh1charerY­

.. ' ratlonalo':-creature .can.. recQgnli&e·-as, ]118:; :t1iul.l-, -.c·ompls,tely·.sat-' .. 
, , 

1sty1rig.. gq~d,-and",:,to1rard-·whlc·h 'ev~I'Y -creature-tends in ·its own 
. - - . ' .. 8 

w~y IJ lovlngAtod.- ,more tha'n:1tael;ti~"· 

God GS 1nfl'n1~y', follow·B· d.1raotl;:upon. the. ri.~~ion of the', 

.1.dent1:f1oation ,Gf,-His -essence andex1sten06".orp~EI:act~, f:o~ 
. 	 . . '. 

'lnf~n1ty indicates the, absenoe of any- l1inU;,at10ns .o~'1mperreo';" 

http:1nf1n1te�,;b91.ng


t1()l'UJ'$ and· .pure'aet- is just ,tba.ti/' 'for·exis,teme"of'1tse,].f\ 1s' 

devOid of 'any not10n' of potent1a~1tyj 1mpeI"'f'eet1ono~ l1w'1ta­

tion., ' 

, It,~1s qui:te naturalfor us ''to' wonder ' .1ust'how'·co~" .:. 

pleteJ:Y"and ' how '1n· general: God is pI'eserii' 'in' c'r&ated,:·.t,~nsfh· 

lie :hav13'·' heard'from;·-our-·-youth·,thatGod·lEt'eve~YWher&,:even"ln 

" .ou.rlnnerm·oet t houghtEr~ .and that.. He ·:ls, ..bouz:ldless·~,- NCGw, ,we,· r • 

apPl'oaohthe' que etlan from a 'ph11esoph1eal~ ·st'andpo1nt·· arid, 

filid· that,·tbe "par~llel at..trlbU:f;es...ot· immensity, and,·,ub1qu1ty 
. ' 

, ' 

anCi··'capab111tY<,to·be. ·1n>any·: place· wha.tsosver1) actual ,orp~e~ 

IS ible g: ,while..·th1~'ub1qul~1·1s" simply the,' affirmation ,of the 
, . . , . 

f'act., ~l;lat .God.actuallylspresent"everY'fhere. . fhiedoe 'knot 
: . '. '. • - , t· _ . 
, , 

. ~ay .'tbS.t,.,God·,lS corp6real:ait .s}l ,or:'~that :,8e, is· pl'e~~ht ·01r"", ~ , " 
. -.: 

, cumscr,1ptlv611;~ 'Ged1,S ·-pure"Spir1tabo~eall con1Jl<l:era'tions, 

of·space-~, but-:,neverDhel1ta'~r'He>71-s,--presant'ln: e'Veryth1ns,--by~'H1s', 
. , . ':;"'.'. . 

power,,:to,,'W:hleh"'al,l·:.Creatures' :·are'sub-ject;· by' 'H1s:"pl'eaencei': ~.., 

Et1n~e:He: knOWEI'·evJr~th1ng to. 't'he "'most· .m1nutedetalti ,,8.nd'by~ . 
'.... ,H1S'.,ss-sence,:,'1nthat. He,mal-ntaiJUi~all·th1ngs ln~e:dstenQe by- .' 

'. H1.s':v~ry be~'~g~9'~:Thlll~,by~,v1rtual (lOn~'ct; ,God' 1s·eve~b.~8·."· 
.' .~-' 

'..... :-. '. , , 

'. ::'I'hs,. t'ac~ tha.,t~'·God i.immutable ;l~,nal-so very" eas11y ',' 

. drawn· 'from the' n~tlon"Of"Selt~SUbslst~ng :Be1ilS'.or' .Pure Act1) 

because, ,''''8- know that; ln' axly,"belrigWhatso.ever','1n ·,which ,an, 'in:.,. 

. '-t~lnslc ,change .'~ak~s:'placet;" ,t~'~a·' m~st ,. :be: potency,wb.1ch,'la;".de"" 

flned:.. a~",;a· capac1ty':ro.:r act.ual.:1,ty:~:, ,NOw"~l~ . a ..:.bal.ng: haB>nQP~ 
• > , ~.,.,. 

''tenoy. ·~t natu,rall:f'.c~n~t,raC'el~any ,aotat all ,since' it 

wQuld 'be\,··,.puJ:?e. ·s,c,til . and if no.'act. can ,be ··reoeived," it, is ob­

vious tnat· no charig$ can take place .. ' God can acquire noth:lng· 

http:potency,wb.1ch,'la;".de
http:Be1ilS'.or


8' 


... ' 

" '. . . . 

.b.eoause;~He~:·has:nO·:·'poi.eh'tlall,tY and He-can '-lose·· nothing because· 
. . 

He ·ls···.abso~utely: ":s'=-mple-.-' " 

. Flowd.ng:--d1rect'lyc 'tro~::God'~~~ '·immutability ..:la::Hls···.t"e:r;a­

nltt,'for ·eternl'ty,--ls·the:, 'dur'8;tlon' or··:non;'c-es~at-lon'- o;r'exd-s.· : .. 

. tenQeota-be~ng'wh!O:h"l:s en.tlrely -l~mutable·.· such- as 1i"&'<~ve' 

' .. 
henslbi-lltl';" andtmowablene S'8~' "When· .1i'e,..~c,(;)mpai'e?- 01" contrast ", 

-\ 

-our:.natUrally .acquired:' :knowledge', -.selise:- or':: iotei'lect4al.. :to' -. '., 
. , . .. ... . 

: ·:tliG -lm()Wl~,dge: we, ,may·"acqulre·, :6fthe:":alvl~' ',.Be1ng,· ·-we':'see- ·that· 
" ". '. . "- . 

_Gpd·,·ls, -1nv1:s1b:,te·. 'H$' 1s simply' ,too·.rriuch·tor· o~r tntealec:t.- . 

, .He ~..s :too': luminous:. '. The well 'worn axample,,'·of' the',bat-:'whl-ch--ls 
• f l>, ..' --­

..unable:to--see jibe. 'sun."'by'-re:as'Qn~:~f':'lt·e\ex~eas.. l'l8ht ··ls·:·about 

as ..80.0d:···88 ,any:" t~--t.llustrate :, th1.s point. ,., . Pl~t(;)' ~~. Aristotle 

;,~;~.::" ' , 10' ., :-. " "--: . 


:were~ ·e¥(;tn· 'fa.ml1!~., w1t':}l: it. :".>It ',ls' , e-v!'de~t 'from experie~e'

.' ",' .. ". " . " . 

'., ,'. ' ,.' " " ". ,,' .::" :' :' " ,', ",' , 

that~G9d:, oannot "be::,s~e~··by' :the 'bo,dy s,,,:eyee-j" and evan, ,the·cre~, .. 

. : " '_~ted .~nt~:ll~ct.'.ccann~t:,,~ee: Hlm:;l~ t~1s':·i~f~: :becam~e ,t'ts"p);'o~.r' c' . '. 
.- . ' ~ . ,:,' .. :' ' .. '.' , 

Objf;lct',ls' i-he· .ess,~~ce or"','any.- .sen~1ble" ba1:nS~ ~'~bs,tract'~d--fro~ .­

,at 'sense,'· pba.nt·asm.":<~he·:. object,:;is :'proport1:~nate to t~e .- pcnvej.:. '.. 
. ' '.'. . '. . '. , ;::"':' "'.: " ~. I . . - ~. '.,' - -: . 

, S,ee-ing' Godin some '~Emse··.f.orm·l:s :not se(t-lng' .-the:- .. es~encEf:,;ot<- .. " 

:~:~:'~Od :~so":~her:eror&'~v-e!n'~1'S lons:Lot;, ~'God< ,~ri/:~ot<::.lm01fl~~~~~' H1s' 

',:·esseno~.,-;,:~i~·:..ThO~~~·'~b~":})rese'~ts: tli~se,;aots in· t~C),' b~iet": -.~. 
"_,:' '," z 

,,:'sentenoes: . '... ..': ,,': ' 

.{ " .G~d~~t~'~~,:'s~eh~ :ln~H'i~~' ~a~enc~:,'-'by'~~ne'" . . 
who ..~.s .. nif)re-ly -:man,;, ~3':oe~"hcfbe ":lJeparatad ' 


, tro~ ,.t-n1s'tn0rta;'1 litE..:. :~he,'rEtal;Jon; ls.i:.':b~ . - . 

. ' -. - . ,- ·~~au8.e··.-~.a:B-.w·as~~~..f$.a1~4",·~~:~ove~· ,.t~ mQdEl-.·of'- .. ~. ~~.r.- , " ~~', ._~ 


. ',.,. ,_' " ',' kn91f,led~e,follows.·',~,pa mods,;:·ot· ·tlie ,n~tUre .. ', .... 

-: ::",:-,. _ ' . .- "'.' ,: . ", of :tbe,.lB\ower. ,(11):, ' , ';',' ­ '. 
'-'-.<,-:"~'''''~--''"~-_.-_~ "', -'l"~" •.-~-;~':"""" """ :i, , .. ': 

F ," 

-.. -"., "." 

',,' "-. -.' 
,"'. ­

','- . 

".:'. 
. . ~ - --:- , '+. -, • 

,', .' 
~. " . ,':-: 



. , " 

-- Thus-w8-'ca.nno.t -oe~tto :;See"Ged'S-,es.~nce'.ol~n>th1s'·"11-t~:'&XO~Pt . 

by- anaioSY'-·~.Ird··~:the~·'.m1-rrol""'or";'Sen8~bie-> :thing8'~l' 8.nd~"naturaily' ,'" 

not·: perf$Qtlyin'heaveno-91-ther, 'tor'~~hat'18 ·tor,God-alon&~;;-and 

that very -limitation of"our,~'separat'ed:"soul-"or'~'lntelleo,t 1s . ­

brought; out"ln:' t~.::· n~t1.0~-·ot-A;~e· ·tnco~~rehenS1b~U.ty·of·-"G:o~.•. 
Howev-er:'''1t- 1s -very·..·errone·ous·:·t,o deny -that, t;lie' 1 ..mmed1ate·:·vls1on 

~ '~ 	 :." , 

.	of' GOd:··bY'··th~· he-l·p:'ot· the ·-l~gp.t 'of'-giOl'J' _1s lmpQs.slb;Le·.' -as­

. a,pparently-Rosm1n1--_does '·in-sta.~1ng· .that; :Qod ..dOasnot·_commun1- ". 
. . . ", - .. . ~ , 

cate·Hltnself'·- -to --cJ:'e:ated' -1~t;el11genoe-s-'·-~xoePt inaSmuch- as- He·;··~n-' .. ' 
.' -' "-. -	 ~ , 

:ters .into .'& . -re1at:loiishl-p·w:lu:r.: ~tllem" -as' -tlie1r _. creat.r,,· t'orse~r·.- -­
- . . , ~ ~ , .'., ~ " , ,. ",.' ~ - . 

'. .. " ~ -	 . , ...-" 

redeeIll8t-:,:sirio' "san"(rt-it1er:. W'e--Sball ::know:~God---1n' 1I1seasence··but­

hend a-.mathematlcal,:p:r()blem':fnl~s- tota·l~ty~.·, " :: " __ . ,;'. '. 
.', . 

:_Never~he:ies~ '--'-W_a' ;~Ust:,grant:::-tbat -'Go_A.: 1's' ,riatura11Y'" 
" 

- .- k.n~Wabi$"-i~---thl:s·-l".te;byt~e~·~U8e :()f,reason~' ,-C't' cOUrse-j', a~ ,: 

_sa1:d- before:,' th1s ·ki1ow'ledge:-c~n-.. be-no,,-more--,tl1&nan-alog1eal·,_., 


but'resa.rdless,. ,'-Wct."dO ~ow "~ha-t_-· He-'has''':~'ceet~~lt-~lOg1caii;­

in co~on :'w1th:'Hle;~ effe'cis:~:J'or ·th&t reason do-.we·-predlcate" 


. - ~ " . . ., ;: - " 	 ~ , , 

::uri1ty, t~tb.:. goodne8S._: -1-nfl~l1iy.•c in-unanS'ltt,-:imIllutab111ty. e-,' 

- :t~rrili';;lriV1S1b1U:~Y~:" an~:1ncOmpl'ehenS-1b111t1:·ot'~d.as re1­
. 	 .. 

, at1:vs -to 'li1:'s bei:ng..- '.-
' 

Now' -we:';:hrv~~ ,not exb8;u8ted,~. O\ll'~,supplY--'C)f'·::attr"b~tef;1". -," 


. pre:d1cabl~--or God '-by' any ine-ans ~ '-We:. 'have' -yet Hfs:',op-erat'1ou: to 


.: _ 'cons1der'--ln:order; to comple-t~ ._oUl'-<.-naiur~l pictUre ,whloh-we-,set.; 

. '..,~ , : . , 	 ' . 

..-. '..out -to: ,.draw:.·: These~- are ...wtSd011l~ ';forelmO~ledge. ,providence. ' 

'-,: tree, w111, - love,' .jUl1Jtl~,rma:r07·andr.~~i'dpotenoe •.~.-·:we. sa,,-; "nat.· 
'. _:: :'ural:·plc,t~e~. b~oause- ;we,. dO no:t: intend. ,to.' o.onsid~r the:, s~t,el'~' .­

natu~a1elEn~nts ..:li,~re-; .t,hls··:be1ng~ a purely -Ph1l06~Ph1ca:1. d1s- -' 
, ',' 	 r ~ .' • , • " , 

." ~ > :' 

,".. 

" '- . . '. 
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t '. 

,,:' -' .... 

'.CUSS:lon.':Of·:,th~· der1Va't-l'Ort'·of:c.the', ,attr.~butes· "i-rem: the,: eoneaptof 

" iUbslst1ng~:Eil steniceJ~' '.-' no~:,'t~om':rev~latl~n:".;'.,For,'· ~~e~e-la't~~::··, . 
" ',' 

'goes,-,oD~'::tO' .,:sUpp!~,~ent>'OUr::rt~tu'ral::'knOW:l~'dge~':wlth ot,~t~;:;~f.' tll~:":, . 
,." ',dlvfne', aef,1-v.1tY.~'>:Thls:·We, ~:~ye<t~' ~Th~o.togy, •.;, Wl;t:tl'<tl~1s:.-'in::mlriCl~'·.,than. let. u~co~~l~er~ImHrst. 'ot.t.~e1)j.er~tlW'IIt.t.rllrute8~ ... •.. ... ...., 

, Div~~: Wlsd~m~,ol's~<that·'CC)InPr.ehens1~ ln1owiedge.:.:itend~,·, ' ' , 
.' '" ".' ~.'. : 

", lng::to:al1th~ngs:~::'exbaustlng' ~the ",kilOW~bl11t1~Of: al):-th1ngs--' and .­

""ali' th~1r: '~ctuai.::~,~~, ~O~Slble;:'retat~on~:,'.i1th,~:~t~~'~::~'lhsS:."": ' .. ,,,' ;"
,"" '.' .,> :,", ': :,":,: ;,:"Ci2'--: '... :,.';, ".': "" "" ,> "::' 

, "',' . which is' predicated, of.: God';. ,> ':'Thi's ,i'nf1n1·teltnowleclge::,exists;'.·ln,;> 
~ 	 , . .~' . '. - .- . . - . . . . '. '.. '. " 

,':," 	 ­

, __ 	 God- and,':1s:, one 'w1th:~the,·:.D1vlne'; Essence,. ,: We:pro,rEt.:th1s: iri, the" >- ., . 

TOlt~~i~~:'~~'1S«iUBS1'on~"--ltnow'ledge,~:' ·it'self is': a:~ pu~e::pertecti()l13 ',: 
,- 'r •• ·,' _ _,.' • - _~' :'.'. • " __' • • '.' • ." '. • - ' •• ' ,." • .: ,- . ­

,and' 'we:~::stat~;d:",~:t~~:e'- ,ctba~t,;GOd>rituSt.·, poss'ees',~all:pure:: ';~eI'feet1ons ' , 

, '.-':, .:inf.1~~l.Y .::·-:~~he~et~re-'::p8~tect,:';knOWledg~ ..':ex:1;~tS:":in'God; "~nd' ~,1~C';"." 
':o.od' '1~: '~b~'~~lutely ',c:~im~i$ ~ ::th1i' perte6tlon:.mti~t·""be :"ldentlt'l'ed' 

, 	 ': , ". . - - . , , ". . 

...·····.'·:::e:~:z::~r:;~:i:~:z;:~u::~::;::r:~1~e:::::c:n~t •.·. 
. . '~" .:--. . . . . ".' .', - , . . 

" ", G~d> 1,'s :::su·p~~riJel;Y:~'1~~a:t·e~.~i~~ari:d'-:' s"~~; supremely 1'nt'e'111gent~ '~It 
" .' '1'~: s~:ell,',;t~~~-;~~t-~rfa;~ti";1~1t~::·~~~lngs:'.y~ry: mUC:h:, and ,tt~i':",~·',~"f.' 

:", '" " :·mater-1:~11:ty,dO·e'~~'i~e:':,~~~;~C~"<9P.POS:ii~., ,tliat'lt ,1s ::the·b~Sls~:'ot,',cog-:;~. ' ..,;':, 

..,.••....•.•.·••.. ·~•.:::ii:~:::t:h~>:8:~:;~:::y;~~t;':~~:,::::::•.••.•...... 

.., . 	 .', 

-:' .' and',the,: m~de,·,o~' kl'lowi~dge~·~~:.-1ri,'acc:o~dance": wlth-.-the·mode' ot':'-,1Iii~'.<:' 

,,: ... ·ma'terla~1.t1·:·~·.'~~(r<OOCUP1~~:~' ihe,.~i1ghes.t '::piace 'In__ :kno~ledge 'Sl~~a' . 

, :~: ':: ;:He-1B·'.:t~~,<.'hl-gh~Bt,: d~~~~;':9f.'i~~~t~rlallti~1? ,'~w~'~a'id ,tMt~:G04' 
'is ~,the"'eternal",:ll'1t~:l'lecti ,oir-,ot 'lnfi~1t'e 'truth,., His :1ntellect 

cannot:·~'be"a·: tacti,lty;' w'li1:Ch ': i,s· :s1 mply .- the' 'prineiple' ''-ot, var1'ous--', ' 
. .' . . ' , " - . - . . 	 .. ,.' .~: 	 . 

acts'. ,bUt '~at.her:·~lie:,'dlV1ne,,:,es8,e~,ee.,~:s·,th&~Ve~"tlct:"'of,:lmow·1ng, 
, ", ~1nc~ 'GOd~ls: Pur.e:·:4e~';<al(:oi'Whlchat~ ';'ho~ae b~ln€;J:' out-l~::'" 

- • • -, • - ~ , • 	 L - , 

, .. 

, ' ' 

.', ­



J.J. 

@·'It; must be sald ·that ·the ,tic:t.of :God~s, 
intellect is His sUbsti.mee. ·Fol'~ it--His 

.	act.,ofunderstanCl1ner w9-re,,-other-tban--H1s 
substanoe~ .. t,hen-somethi-nga'lssg· ·as--the 
Fb11os·opbersaY8 : (Metapms-1cS-I'XII), . 
would' ba--the'- act· and pe-r·tectlon -of -:~the" _ 
d1vine" s ubs-tancas - to- wh:ic-h -the-- d1vine-' -. -­

, 	subs t'anOEV would- be orela-tede -aspotentl-~ll-­
it.y 1s .-to . aot-,&--w-hloh is e.ltogether···-1m~·>·~ 
possible. -becauae·.the··aotof -understand­
ing it::J the- -perfection and~ct· of' the- ·one 
under·standlng.--(14)" _:' . . 

- Naturally' all thlngs<k11owable ·constltutethe object of 
. -	 '.' . -. .~ 

divine intellect but still ws··eay,·that -God knows only Himself'. 

We- say th1s,..be.cause,:·lt·ls ··tbl-ough Himself tm.t-·God- lmows .. all . 

other things. .Heperfe atly' :coml>rehends' His" power and-all' ,thi'ngs 

to which ,1tcan e*tend~' actual-and possible-.·· Primartly God 

knows·' H1s:essenceand seoondar.ily He' knoW's'al-l-othel' :th1ngs 

whloh-are·,pa-rt1:cl,pat~ons :of His essence',· Elvenev111) for He'··sees 

. 1;he _goGd-~ in which the privation ooours'~' 'God,'s·lmoWledge·" ot· 

possible th·1ngs; i·s- called the··knowledge ·ofsimpl.a . intelligence. 

as· ·.1t pres'uppos8s"no -·,act· "of 'the will 01" aotua'l:-..ex1stE!nc~ of"the 

obJect. Hls knowledge· of what-has '-e:x1stedg -does exist. :01' will 

exisi; is ,:es;l-led·know·ledge 'o;fvi'slon because' it -is- oonoerned 

with belngS-reallyexlstlng.' 

Now 'an interesting- "fea.ture~-·of -God-Os· laiowledge-is ,the 

tactthatlt is t~ ,cause.or··all th1ngsin·creat-1on'. The di-_ , 

:vine will is' joined to the divine -inte-llect ~so -tha.t-'~.this\ un1on~.. 

constitutes-the d1vine deoree. ·Th1,B does··not'mee.n that ew,ryc::t· 

. t.h1ng,Godknows -muat:&xist. but thatc:o,?I!~the· knowledge,--.of ~dLls' : 
- . ~ .. 16

-the oauaeof things'ln so-far as Hls--will is, JOined to it • 

Ooncerning,Goa's,foreknowledge pages and pa.ges can 

andbave.. beenwr1tten, but 'wemust lim1t ourse1vesto the 

http:knowledge,--.of
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tollow1~ng.. NoextraOl'ld1rutry.;~irr1cultyls ·found· in uderst~d... 

ing His ~toreknow'i&dge··ot·necessary'·future·event;s"but\mUch<con-. 

trovarsy·, centers· a;bout· His'foreknowledge"of!' futurlblesc'c%hf'u­

tura' f·Ne'-event's'··dependent~·upO!'r·tree'wltl- otratl-onal··crea-· . 

t~eso··God ·knows·what.. cho1ces 'w111pecmade~ 'but"'how"dosft He' 

lmow? ·Mmlna,·a· s1·xteenth'centu17··Spard.sh:·Jesultheld.-t,bat God 

. knows· these" ·future' :free .avent·s··bY· ,8;" 'supereomprehe:nst·OD·· of- '. 

ca.uses···calle·d·····sc1e·nt-1s., ·medl·a~·as ,·d1stinct.. ·from·'God ft a..·know,;", 
. ~. . 

ledge' of- .slmplelntel11genee' .anp . knowledge of· vision'.' -Suarez--~ 

considered· this, notion to'~' dsstruot1v90t cl'eatlvs··,11bertY·and 

there·f'ore'maintainedthat-.God :kno~s ·theseevents ·JJykrtoW-1D.g- His' 

. deGree ··In·· accoJJdance ·withwhich·He· c-oncurs"wlth ·t.he' l'eallzation; 

of tree'acts-.whl,le ·at the same' time-knowing·tIle ·par.t~.thEh-"tl'e.):_ 

-wl~l.:~ll::kto p~ay in -:reall~1ng-them.- . On ·t-heo·ther:-bandi-most-.· 

~~~~i~tshold ths:t~odkn~we ~tutur·e··. th1'ng~of' 'all-ldmds: in Hla. 

esssnce··s,s·lt·.ls .de.termlnad"by-Hls-own trae-deoree'whi'ch' 18· .pre<:=' . 

determinlng·slnca··lt .preordains· ·free:···aets···and mOVes"thetreer '. 
. .: '. ......... ' '11' 

cause in·time- previous ·to· the·-dete·rmination·of"· the creat·ed-· 'fll1~$ 


These ar's tbS-:pr-inClpal.doo~r1nes·.· . We' cannotat·tempt· tQ'proVe: 


the va11dIty of' anyone·here~.-·Subjec:t· to -correct· explanation. 

. . 

ei'tiher the,,·.·d6otrlns'·of lVIollna-··or·of-St.Thomas can behelch 

Divine Pl'ov.1denceis aimply ..God ss·orderlng·otc 'all' things· 

to- their end. This..a.ttr~bute is pred1ea-ted' o'f God· becausEi--lnany· 

af'cfect-wh1:.ch an· ·inte.lligent -agent ,pl'oduces., . the' ·idea preceeds--the"'" 

.effect' bY""'lte -existence 'in' the agent·... ·· But God is the 'cause··of aU 

created' -g(iod~,an:d als6-·the <order -ot ail' those' th1ngsto their end ­

so-thiS' ordering' ()r-prcvldenoe'Pl'eee:xist~ ·1nGO.d:.~8 This part1e'-. 

ular attribute 1s of the utniost 1mportance 1n the question -ot 

http:af'cfect-wh1:.ch
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Deism...of iwh~Lch ,we:,·spolte·, 1n"beglnnlilg;,.t.h1 s aise.ui3s~on-;·', 's1no.e' .1 t 
.:.. ' 

1s.",·accord-1ng· ,to-·ihe··p:rOpfnt~c'OE'mCePti'" 'd1ree~ly··~pp~sed,:t'Q ·their.' 
- . "-" . . 

. ,teachlngwhl:ch 'sepal'a-teS"inan"rro'm"'GocF:So' much,·,t.bat·':GOd'--suppOsed.' " 
. . .... -". -. . 

... ,'~ Wis- "11tt~le con(H~~X'n·1t'1 tho .man·'.s .'ind1v1dual· af'ta&-s' ano:··w1;·th the· 

0: .. ·result-' that ·m~.:cares·-:llttie,lt·God·. does' ex1Qt~ 'creatlng,·one·:.et
.' -. - .., . ~". . . 

. . '.:.:' "-,the·'great~stpro·bleinB· of .lJiOdern,;.t1me,s.: ..~.rid.lfference.. 'God"'s·P~ov-: 
. ...• . -.-:-;,< .".•". .- ' . 

. idEJnce (Jx·tendlf~,to ·lhd1v1d\l~1.' t,~ngs in:tb,elr:,·$mall~~t,. ~etalis " 
.. :. 

. ·b,caus8:d-1vl·ne,'-·Uousal1 ty:·1s :.un1ve·rsai·~'::·~od '. ~ir~btS:. everYthing· . 

'firmly but with S~a-v1·ty"ln .. acco:rdanoe ·w1th. lnd1vIduai nat1,1re.s .• ~ 
. .~. . - . ~ . . .... . . ' .~ ..- . ., . ::. 

:mvEm.···~~11··I~· 'permlited' bydljine -provldence- ·becau:~e·: GOd~. c,an': .' :,:'" , ' 

'brlng :goO~;:theref1'oni'-" PhYsl'~~l" evll, . ~n.' vlew '9t '~he·. ·ult1~ate' end' 
- ...,... . ." 

- , "~' '­

,of .things' can be rega'lded ,as verfgQod,~ ,It can, br1ng' about- :&11, 

; kinas' ot",g~o~-th1n8s' :'as Yle:w~l'l'" knOW·if· '.. Even; '. ,m~ra'lev1.1 ·can' be" '; .;,: 
- . . -' ~ ".. .',. . . . 

:' '. turned to gooa __ by: ;~(tod. ,I~ ,cannot: be·und~l'stood'.ve~1·.:1r,e11.'.·bU.t ·we . 
'can see '~b:at mor~1',:evl1can;' proinote ' ;'oral'grpWth, and· virtue. 

, . )[oreove~. '-bJid·~· Gcd:'~crea ted, ratlonai ,~,~e·~t-ures ,with ';er~ect:tree-',· 
. . . , . - . '. , ,.. ~.' . , 

. '. 

·dom, t~t' 'ls, lnabll1 ty :to- sin.-.theY woul(i' have"tob~: 111,flnite __ 
.. . - - . : ' .' . 

. ~", ..... 
" .- ", 

God.,~ '.ntelleot~ 'are ,finite and we' cannot e~1a1n"eVerlth1ng 
1"~liy. .19 .' , 

.- .ThiEl. ·free ,:_111· which-,we, ,have-' just-- beeil:";dl~cus'slnS"'must, 

~'lsO:b~' 1'000(1' -lri G~d ':byreas~n.ot ' the" fact'tba t,~ He:: ~s :'intlnltlY, 

irite11i.gent- . bec~us:e', ·the, rel~£1Onshlp b~t~tl!Em.; cogn1~lonfil.nd·vol~ 
" • .:. '_ • '. _ • "r' 

,ltion 'lsa' DJ:)ceSS8<ryone •. ·.~he;;wl11 is :~1#JplY an. inclination to , 

. " 'gOQ{} .s.,~pprehelided:'-b~,the': 1~~e-ilect.:. ~d'IS'1Jlil'- .Just: as' 
" . t' " - . . . . " ", ".. ' . 

. GOd, s lntelleet:1s':nQt ,.,~:::facul:ty·,·eapab-1e·· of succes'B1va,-aots,­

n.e1th9r ,'fa 'H1,'~ Villl., it 1s always ln :'aot·.: -()bvlously,,-t'he' first 
'. . .' " : '. - -':. l '. T'·:. '. . 

'act of 'ant,,1li leta love·the,,-good.: Ii.ow.' 1n GOd:,w8flnd a pUre 

, .' 
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: '·laveot,· H1~selt.4i· ':':H~-1S' ·l.ove~,· ··Perfe·ot:·· L.ove-i-·loVlng·.a1mSEflf.~.:'.W1.11~' 
. . 

1ng .H·ls'ess~noe' ··j.~lnlteiy· .and thuS~ '·ei1.:be.1~SB··~ot.her --than :,Hlmse-lt
,,' : " . _ c· .~ 

. ·..,hlch ':pa:lttake'~ ~f.--Hts'--e8BenC&~'·a.s·~ :8ec~zldarY·:obje:C~B;;'Qt,· the"'tllvl~e: 
.w~11.' God" .1o~eB'iHl~Salf··· n~ces'~ui~ly:a:s::"~tihe~:·::pr~~a.~y: "ObJec;·. ,ot-;tbe':" . . . 

, '. -' '.", ­

dlvine'w111·beOau~e".t·he:; dlvlne~-lnte11eet~·.U~derB·tandB'· psrf'e:c.tly' ~bl . 
: '. • r , ., ".,' ~ • • • • _ ­

~nf1n"te,· g00(1-c·of·:t:he-(i1vlne ··es·sence··.·and':.s 'fa ·res·ul.t ..God oanno~· . 

. ".111 anyth~ng 'else ~'-' 'He ,ls' ·lmpec~abie.;but:a~ ~'ea1d ·be·tore. ··tbatcon­
. ,..' ­

8tltutes·perfect···.fr~E:Jdom~· .N~w~6n-the.. ~.ot~r ~iUl.· God. does not·· 

.Wl11creaturee·.~ne·ce8sar.i17.· .GOd lov.es:. : or. ,,1-1119 .these.be~n·gs. f'reely • 
. - ' - - :. . ~ - ,'.;' . " - . . . ­

Some·· ..bRir-e. ·sal-d' tha.ti".GQdtS'··8o~dneBs'f~rce·,~· Him·to· creat~,.o .. ·:God'c~-· 
. not·.be ,·.ro~ced :by,-a ·:pel"f~~~·1on :WhlC"h"l~S' -idEmtlf1~dW~th: H~ses8~noe . 

~to' any~ aotlvlt,Y·~ffe,ct:blg':thirig~~:othe.r: t'ha'rf'Hlmselt, 'He-ll~lng ,the 
. . . '. ..- . 

'. ·only·--neces.ary-·be1.11g,,·,Wholly--:self-sutflclngj· requlring nothlngout­

. ,S'ldeHimseJ;ffor 1nt1nlte ·be l~'and -Eixls,teri'ce::.20., ·If .He ,WeN' forced 

.:to,.wl11 t-heSe,;be1:ngs';. outsl"de -H:~mse-if.~a-ll:: cre~tapl:e ,thlngEt.would ,be' 
. ~ - - . - . . ;: . . 

cr.eatea.,'~Whlch ·is. 'no't the,·case·~·· 'But-:gOf)d~·"ls·· dlffus1ve:'of.~,1tseU' . 


,and-c tor·this, ~rea:son:' it .la' . fi t t lng-'f~ God'tc)',.orea~t.,~'to ' a~d . to· His 

. . . . '" 

~ . ," .' . 
'extrinslc 'honor~ and' ",gior,.-~, .. AccOrd1ng'--to· 'cPh1111ps" 

he,'.111 ()f God is active., and- throws· qut•.~.. 
as- "~t, WeN:.:- ~bowe~s.·of ··goOdn:es8. ·truth.beaut,- .."" 

. and'- al1.·'perfections. ·In "s.o· far as ·H1s mss~nc.(,.. ...... 
1e.capable of· imitation, thereb7'const1tuting'
the tln1teunlverse. (·21).~ .,'. . . ., .. ' .. < 

- - , --, -" .' . 

. In:pae:s1ng'.1t.m~Sht"·:be· wel{' t·o·not~':t~.t;·.i~ ..th~{case:Qf'··~.:.1nte11';;:· 

:~t, .,w111. and ;aC~l:on: in·' ~ct~ .tbereo~.ca.n.. be: no :..s6pB.~atJ.on:o~:.anl-' " 

th1:ngllke ·.tac,ul~·1$S·~d. '~hEI-1~' act1vity ultimately· prodUC.lnEr ~ • 

etfsot.'·as·.,in the· ·case' of ·created· lnte1J.eota "and, ,,1-11s·· where ::one 

process· ·follows ·-upon,·,·ano,ther? .No·,. iJi' God,all are ·one.. I,ie' knows.' 

w11.1&. and:·:lovE:s. ·-a:l1·:at~:,once·•. : 

Thetwo'Sl'8at V1J't'U6S ot· the. . div1ne 'wl1l are just1ee and 
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merCl.'~here-'-,a·re~,·,no otherv1rtues- -in ·God' for '-t-he-:-restAtmply 1~ 

perfe-ctl'on'o '- -Kirow'ledge- ~of -tneee ·ls-very important ' '1n"o'\.lI'-' d~s' -, 
- ' - ,,- It 

especialiy-ot--Jue-tlce,-- wh1ohmateria11sfis deny: as· .-an-l11usOl~ 

87IDbol-cl'eatf3,d.-"bj' -rElllgiouB' sent1nent~.~_ ~Na,turaliy commuta-­

tivs Ju'stloe'bet"een"God~ ancj':man:ls-:ou,t.- -of- the' quae·tioD:- because 

they are ,not equ'als.21 However thers 1'g' dlstrlbut,lve ' jU:st1oe 

1n God's distribution ofgood'things.-toH1e chl1dren& infinite 

Justice. Every man reoeives-,grace-' suf:f'lo1~nt for aalva:t1on; 

some 'receive- more,than,othe')Js-and-' ih~re'-l's 1nequality among' ~n 

but, th1~ 1neqUQ.11-ty is neeessary' for·the' bal"mony ot ,eoreatlonj, , 
,_ - I .'~ • 

jus,t- as the members of a human"body must 'Qeo ,unequal- aJ):d aubor-' , 

d1nat'eto prov1deharmon~. " In the ,eyes of God,1nequallty -Gis, 

destreYed-'re,lJard-less".,of,.relatl,ve 1neQ.u~11tles1n, creation.. 

There is -also jus-1#-lee'svldenced in-God"s distribution-of re=' 

Warda, n~turalrawards:, tor' patural virtues,' ,and supernatural rea 
, , 

, ward£t _~orsupei-natur.r~;l--V11't~;s'~ ,L!ke:wi;se ,GOd's, pWli-s~~nts are, 

J\,1st.,' He ,do~e -not' 
~ 

,~t:~- the'~~'lnner,but-Hehat~B slri·ln:rlni-tly'l". , 

He punishes ,small· o~:renses'w1th 'temporal punishment- -and'mortal 

'_'sin wlth, eternal-:.pun1shment. for final 'impenltence:lsan -1X'rep- ' 
, , ,,~ , 

arable ,d1sorder,lng>of mantohls 'f1nal end by thedestruct10n of' 

cbarlti., Death--makesthia d1sarder permanent and-the only'way 

1n s,tl'ict, j-ust-let)" to preserve"-order 1£\'b1Pl'oportlonate--con= 
. ­

trlt:l'on','and'sat1si"act1'on" namely -eternal pun1shmen:t. God 1s 1n­

f1nite- .rustlce • .' - '.' . 

Modern, Agnost1cs-att-ack God:; -'s meroyo They-consl-der-1t 

to be, ,a mere' f1gure: of· 'spee'ch~, an imperfErct1on-~ven, Which 'we: , 

humanspre:dics_t'9 -of:, God., 'This can be ~racad ,to a ' large- -extent,,-' 

to a misunderstanding of mercy in God'. Mercy is really an abse­
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iute,-perfeptlO1!l'.' -::It 1s not'sa'dneSS·-'an~d;::Wea.knH-s~-1n',God-' or-'a -1'8­

'str'lctlon upon:H1~·'Ju,stl0~.:' ':In GOd:,',th-ere'"ls . ,no· 'sens1plo,'t"eel~ , 
'.< 	 . . .' 

, ,,~ . 	 of pity, ~ilo ,emot1:ori-:o!L'UsfnS' H11It,to"~8el,~unhappy''OVer·anythln'g.'· 

But t,ba~'.lS' 'n~t '~erpy,~· ~r.~y.; in ·(k,4 '1s .~ )~'lx-tue,'-,of", H1S'be~e,vo- , 

lent w1il~.24 :It :1S'an"abS6iut~perf'8ct1,rin.-niaplfe·~t1ng:Go~,~S . 
. .' ...~' 	 , ~, .~. . ,. 

, '-power, and, goodne~s,;. :,:'God:out,·of" :tl)~': abundance:'():r:~l:s,"good~'sSi"; . 

" 'be~to.s~,upon:,.cre8;~~ell"'1fM,t ':~,s::: d~e '.the~::~~N boUnttfully ::~lian ls, 

. ,pr9Port1',ona.~e·--·to,·"hat':t'hey·::(,ould~deserve:'bec'aus'e'less would" " 
. ~ - . : -	 ',' 

suttlce tor:' pressr'~friJ~- t'bB::::~rdtlr:' of'·:tust1ee' -sln:oe bet~ee~~··crea-: " . 
:' ',',',' :" .. , " -"', ::,',' ., 25" ' ." " , ' 
, tures'and'.God ~:s'good'he8s,,'tliei'~-'Qan be' ~o 'prapQrt,:'O:n";, 'A'll'GOd'ir' . 

~. . .. .. .. 	 . 

re..ard8·--.d1spla1m$rcy~becauS~':·~we: 'cann-o''t",trb.iy~··:'arn' .anythlns\f'rom --, ':'­

, ' ,God. Wbateverr·merl't'orlo~~~act's~'we"JI9r':coi'm.·: ~e-~do--'beoause God:-- :-:', 
" . 	 .' -., " 

. .,:' 

saVEf,ue·"grace· 'and. He· :dld·:tba,t-'out: 'of ,Hls,:intinlte-' l;oodness J ,so 
.. 	 . ., -" ',;-' '. " . 

how'·oould-we-eall: -tbatc 
, our due?' All H18~'PmlShme-ntsare -also, , 
- . . . 	 ~- ': . 

.mercl'f,u1. 'PUni;ShDJe:nt~:·:to~ 'sin' upon "ea~t~~-hEtlP'--t()·:·; ~llf't 'h,e81'ts ot,o 

, G:Od~whl1e· ete:rnal ':p~iSlme'nt;-;'ls -always: 'aileV1a·ted'br,·::e;Ulle,~the ,- ',' 

auf'rerlti'~~:Of:t'he~damned ..wOUld' 'be-"~eater::truin-,they'- ~~e~26 -,' : 
• 	 I • "., 

: The la~lt.,Of" propor-tl,on-be·twe~n,.reatux-e's:'at),dGod ~. s 

"goodne8;s'accounte3:-:f'.()~c,th~,ta'Qt·tQS.t·God'S:'jUatt'ce~:ana' mer~7,: 

cannot:.:be:·reoor101-le'd,. '-' Meroy-,:surpasses: -Justtoe beoaus'o- ".1us't1Q'e: . 

, presuPp1)ses:·:'~·~~i:'!ln--'GOd'~ ·1>1vine: ·.1~st'lc-e ;'d8man!;ls-~~tb&t ,we ;. ,~~ 
wbat·is ·.ne:oessa1'7~· ,to:' ~tta,~n'ourendt' ,God.·g1ve:s:~ol'~ -than-is' \.. , 

-ne••aa&ry-~,-, .Dlv1nai~'3us.t:tce':rewards" '-men'accord1ns-','to-.merlts; qed 
, 	 ..... , .. '," ­

g1ves,:8l'$ater ',r~:n,ards,:;'than:"neoe8,8r,.,.-" Div1n"~jQ8t1.ce. '-demands,: the . 
. . 	 . ­

',!' pena.!lt.1e·s ::'<du·e:~ t:o'~\1n,:'---Gpd·:-allev1a~es:·tht1se":no~go'1~l!1ga1n8t, .. 

'justice,', but",lUmplY:' dOing mo~e':tl1$.n- "j.~8tice.~ :·-ka.Wh.y<~o.-.ea~· . 
. ways say, ~mo:re -.th&n ·necessapY",';'-to-ptt9veth2t .justIce p~ 

, . '.' . ' 

., 
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,8UpPOS91i meroy:. 'F6r-eve~y-' act' of':lu~1:.1ce,tha t-Gpdperf'orms (l',He - ' 

m'Lls1;' ,pertorm" uit-tmat-ely"-'f'or:th'e"sake>'o{i·-Hlg:, own,'goodnes,s~"" beeau,se' ' ' 

man- :b.as ' nothing: ',in-'himeelf.to."leserve::' any'"gl'fts'or':GOd~.- -Therefore 

God couldndt _8ven:begl'nto i>arform 'a; work ot dlv1ne,'-'juetlce·w~n 

it n(ltfor dlvlne'c-mer 9Y-.' -', 

,We, 'have- b'een, di sCluuJing the ,'s,tt!rlbutes'- relative "to~d1vlne 

and 1mmanent'o~rat1ons-~: 'Here"we'-Shalldlscussb:r1afly Godll,sop- ' 
. .' '. . 

eratlons W"n:ich; ar~':v1rtuallytr,ana1ent;":nOt:fo:rmallytranS-1ent "we - ' 

may note,: f,or' they- ,oniy":~produee.-:an effee-t"'outsid-e'ofGod;- they-~re, 
. .' - ' . ,. -' . . ~ 

,not aOOhients'emn~t'fngrroDr,'GOd"~rid ,~e1:~ng:-reoe1ved"'1n' "created 'b~' 

1ngso ,Tliese'operatlons "il-l=be- oon~ldar$d', ,as'-: lnf:lnlt.e' power, in ' 

genaralg ,ereatl'On'",smQ'cons~rlatl~n9'-and, dinne ,Diotion,. 

Infinite -pc)we).'l,ln'~d' 'follon ':from :'pura-'a(t1;., God1s in . 

ina :h1ghe~.t de8~~ the ~~~ct;v.e' pr~;nc1~le"a~1tttng~ot no -passi"lty~ 
a'1s pow,&~cls:a-l:i- ,ac,t1v~'.~' H&>oando:'anyth1ng--wh1ch::-lnvolves',no' 

-contrad19tlon~' 'orwh1chdoes?-nQt:' conf'l'~et' 'with" the'dtv1ne'perteo- ' 
. . .. 

tloDlh:'Uoreo:ver this- req uires n9' effort.. For GOd 'to will 1s to 
.~ .­

~ow'Gm:n1pot'ence i~ ,:e~~a~t:1veabecau8e' all,the:':f,h1ngs: ;ex­

,'Iatlng ,outsldeof'God.-muat "ha:ve"'been' :o:t"eated:~or- pt'(rduoe~ -from"'ab= 

" solutely 'no,th1rigs1nCe"~he' 'on:ly~'th,1ng':from'wh1cb.,they CoUld othel"='>' , , 

wIse" be "produced' would .' be ~GOd'l{imse1.::r';"a.nd- t.h1s~-~W~-lm()'~~',bl'not the 
"'"'. > < '- •• ' : • - - • ,. 

cas,e foren-eate,a ;be.in.gs-,are','1Iiperfect"and'~;God "1 B" simple'. God ", 
. '. . . . .~ 

. brings: ,lthe~-verY' b~1ng-o:f thinss'outof 'n:Oth1ng."'~h!B is,- an ',lnf'1n"" 

1,te s.ct,bao8.:use,:-the.'~d1ata~ce"betw'een' eX'is,tenc's':;and"'nonc-exiStaence -' ' - -, . . -' - , ­

1s ':an"1nflril"tet: 'Qist8no9'.: For~'th1sr9aS()n' no 'craa·ture" can ,create,
. :;,' " '- " ~ , " 

'becaus:e-;t~y would-need,: -infinite- 'power-:'as~"pJ:.lnc'1pa'1·'<>r ras ,1nst-wc. 
~ ~ - , .. . -
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. "'/."', . ~,,' . 
: ' '.~:': :. ­

. ',~ - ;" '. 
".'~ . ~ ',' .: ­.' ~ .-' 

, ' 

- - .' .' '. : J , ',..,"" 

" . 

b'e Int1nlte.'~" so:G04ft's ,1nfl'nl,te "pow~r,,::-l,S:-'~'J'ea~lve ~': propj:r 'to":a1m , 
-- .' :--' -. ," .". , . . - - " ' , .' :;,~. ­

.. . -- . 
~ 

~' .. 
-alone and --not 'oom1I4un:lc~bl-e.',:' . :' ."' _.. : 

..:: -'- "­

The:"tact-ot, 'd1ylne:co'r:\servatlo'li- 1s: veJ!1- ~as1-11S8en '--'" , 

troma~ cor~ect:· -.:md~r8t.;andl'nS~,(>t" ~creat1:on.:g' :'beca~se 'creat;1ori"'and- . 
. ..' . ., ;. , , )'~. l ~ ", .'~" . , . . 

'c~nfJe~vat1'oi'l" JDUS't.- J)~ 'one~'actj:~ \1ot~-aimple.' --C~nservatlon ls, 

spoirsn',ot' as a ;cont1ntiat1:on of ,~od:t@ --creatlve:..;act1on,,;,:: .I-t.'is-pos-' 

',~U~~~d'bY" the, ta~~: tlm-~':' ~~, ritU~t:~BSi'~~- ,cre~l', th~:ags~'1n b~l~~. 
- ',-n,ot: -simply,' CJ;'~4~e ,th~m.";-~-Jttst,~,as ~i.;;;;\'.f' ~.• :~steel:,;,hot:_ ang ,iene-':' 

", ,:-ces8al'Y~to k.8p"that-",ste.l~ -~, $0 also God: oreaW.::tma,·conS9:~es 
. '. ".. - . ' . ~ ~. '.~' -- .' .,' " 

, ',','C:raf3B.tUl'8S. in belng',-,andexlstenae..Thi!re, 1s an essen:t.1a.l:dependenoe.,' 

" . .. .,~h9 f~t~er ';~o'duces'~ii:-son, ,an~',~8'-'there~'~'~~'SPO~~1ble~j6r--.ihe"'Bon~s 
, :,:com1ne;: in~~."b~ln~~-,but b:~-"can '~fe" ~~~~,~h~,'soh -wi'll '11vc{ 'on; tlie~e' 

" • • ' • ~ ~ • - : . ....... _', - • , I' ." .' '..- '. 


1s, not -that 's$sent1a.l-'dependence It-- ,:BowGW.r-"God cl'sat-ea 'II ,-thing and 

c'cmserves'1t~'ai:l': in ,:~ne,'~a.ctt,no ·t1~,·,e~ment :be1ng -1rtv,olve-d ':frdlll ' 
.- . - . . , .. 

, , 

___ ""~H1S '~tandpolllt at 'aUe.-. Be:: eorttlnu~il.Y p<>~s, 'exlsteno~ t'nto cre"'; , 

'tor produeti'on"and -~xls,tenoG'~"But-~·creatur';s,:'aiso'b8.V'e"aot~v1t1es· 
- ~ ." ,. ­

,and. operati:onS::"hieh must· be:takeQ"lnto:.-oonsldera-t1on-. : '!'hese.- in 


, ,: - tlle' pOlYer., ,'wbence··t'hl:Jy·t,la.- 'an-a:"1n:: ,thei!" ,'act,ua-l '.xe:t'clse~:'requlre· .' 

. ..- "',... . 

, . '" . ,the, action ,and cooPii~~t-l~n'ot- '~4::,<to eXJ;?laln'thelr -existenoe. !rb1s 

. ' .. "oooperatlonwe.-,'oaii'" it~oncurre~ce.!8,. -.:,- ­

'.,.,. , "N~w' Wh~~~e~::~ --~reatu~e~-act-8 io 'prOdU~~':an-"~ffect't ~d'18 
:" ,th-eto~loa'us'e ;·~;f·,the '~ffect in~ri~:reiJ·p8'ct,·and the ~~att1r'e"ls,', 

~ -:. .' ~ . - . ," . . 

::.- j;'he,--tota,l caUs:e-·l:l;l:a.nothe,r- respeet'~:1:1ke-"Wben a-ma'n'U8es'"'a~er 
~~ ,'" '~. , .' 

. 'to' drive- 'a' :na11'.' Both:·man-, and: bammer"'aretotai--causes -1n 'i-heir "­

own -W87. ':one-prlno1-pal,' _the oth&r ',l'llstr.nt-al·. So al'so:God 1s 
. \, . 
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: ~. 

• > 	 - .~. 

tures"-'are . entirelyc:dep&ndent~;·,t1pon" God- ·fOlw,.. ·the.1r··:,belng:. and""o:peJlol!a ." 

atiori. .Th~Y·~l"e,·D1.~de·· capable::'of:8;ct1on, -determ·1:ne.d -1n 'ac,t1on, 
. .'. - - -." ..' 	 . 

moved, t O":8Ct1on, "and' suppor-t-ed"·in"ao·tion -by divine' power.<· . -' 
- . . . . 	 . .. '. '., - , , . 

~ike1i'1sec.,:the>8ffect ~~·-pro~uc$d:,·by~.:sdc,ond~y,,(:auses·,-manilast ,41";' ~ 
, '. ". -'.. . . . . '. .' 

vine. ~onc.urrenc";be·;a,use:·t~I»e:···ls·~,·def·1n:lt:Ji·· ·~'ometh'1ng .. Q~-'4l-pd.. 

in them''':1n so tar~:,'~s ,they are~.:iseal'exls-tenoe~~'·:~True as;it·js. 
thAt:s.econ~ary,:"c~~.s~s·-sUPp-ly··":t.he-' "tale:lty,IL ot,~;~·~.ltfteq~. ··:~e~ . 

. 	 ,","'- .. ' . .... 28' 
.verthe:J.ess'..:God '-wstba> the: author ,of: th1s basic' existence·. . . 	 ~ . ,.' . 

AlthOUgh~~1·t:,tS··,:~ot\i1ff1·~U·l~·to···u~der'S17an1i.·'l\ow·\God·-1-s· 

··:the ·cause,·oftm:·:~ctlons· ana:operatlons";:of "~re~tures in ·sener-·,· 

·:~.-:altne:vertheiess··,.sreat-'·d1ft1-culty:ar1ses·;·<'ln .. tliEi··'questton'·-ofdl­
. ",' . .... ." . '. .' -" - . 


....:., ' • .,' c' .- .. ' , ,.' .. .. , ' . t ...., '" . 


.::. '. ': v11i$ 'conc~rren'ce':"ln"the ··op~n:·~t1()n.'ot; man's :free"wi-ll."~.Everyone 


..' a~r8e8 ,:to'ihe :.tact;· _of.~su(Jh; :~o~currenQ.:;~t.-·there'fs' mUCh',c9n-: " 

. '., - . , . . ~ 

'.-: 'ir6verS:y·;·':eonO~erh1ng·.the· manner'--ln-whi'eh it: is: exerc1s'flId•.. 1'1ie" 
~.. ~'.. ., ." 	 L • 

'. ': 

.t'Wb ·m~jpr.opp~nen~·B·~·\arEr .the- Mol1ri1sts"'and"'~hom1stS:i' Ju:st· as 1n . 

~he,::case ':oof::God-' s:f"·oreknowledge:'as'·::we:·'~';e~·;8~.n;·-above.,. -.' Now· the ..' 
, 	 '. .' . . 

_Olln1sts:·hOld. tba·;t'· ,God' -81ve.::::ma:i:r~ s :t~'e"~1:Ji-'a, eonc'urreo'Q8 
, ~' 	 " ­ . 

wh1Cb.... ls.·:lmma d1ate:--·:moral··~ ,indifferent· ~1n·ltse·lf ,.' similltaneous
,'.' ,:.:-' .... ',: ,'-.: ;'>'~ '., :,:; ." ......... ';~ ' .... ' 

.>:" .: ~nd extrinsic.• ·. ::God--s' premotl.on··consists";·in the··:-tact .. that, ,He .' 
-, ;, ~ • .. ' • • - . • • • -" .' , : ~ - • '.! '.' -	 :'. 

. ha.s· or.eate.-! :the .'1.,111' .Of ·maiJ.·~':f.'Q:rSOod lnganer-al'.'·::~·~ ···1mpal1~d·~. 

.:~ lt~::1ntai11b:1Y . 'In''~he' di:rec·t~'o~ 'ot··'au.c:~-.'gO'Od. '&la"1n eve.:f1~··hU­
~an choice' He a'llu;e~"lt'bY'mora'i influence ·toWard the'lL-ct~l~ . 	 . . . 

. ". '. gOo4·.-·· Man·,'s.W:lif,·s(:.ts -or-1ndiv1dual c:h01:ce~.·oi ·mEi'anS t()Ward 
. . . 	 . .,. " . 

'H. the. general. good' ·arEI':':d_et~r~fne-d. ·bY-··m8.n~alone·,·~GOd 1Simultane­
~. 	 . . - . , 

'oualy con-currlng·. --Thus ...:the<Molinlsts· stress· ·the tree -'will of . 
. ' -	 ,. '.'",. -' , 

. 	 man',' .so: . 'muoh- so--tbat -their o:ppo~nt~-·· bEr11:~ve': 'l;iiey":,allght, .the' 


.,bsolute:ly supreme .:and ne~es-sa~y:~per..t1~n 'Of'G~d in every· ". 

, 	 .,.. .,.. . . ..... ' - '. , 

, 	 ' ' 
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http:thAt:s.econ~ary,:"c~~.s~s�-sUPp-ly��":t.he


": ,,' 

.0r~atural·.a;ot1on:j.· wh~ie~ suCh··~·~;.doqtrfne;-llt ,th~1ropl~l;,n .',al.s0 

.':.rove~se:S~.the·;~rue::'~rd8l";-Cf" t.~~g.: 'by,,,.~aklrig~· ~~.·;::ln;:.:t.ile.~mo~.. -'., ~.; ,
- , . . ~ '.' . 

. ·ment:·' o;f":f~e"';~hoi'Ce:.'-~,lther'~"l'ndepehde~t:, 0 r:·.G~d.' or-',~~j.ao'tual. ,:.1$.,
,;.' . ',' ' ...., ,." , 29 : ,.... '. .'.. 
tel'mlner ,of. 'God' so~:"actiOtl.~··,·, " '. 

-' '" :'~!he 'rhQ1Uist,Et'~~re'fer' 'to \lold'-that:':GOd-··~~Ves·' ..~tree:wiilS:': .~' 
'to connat'a3;'aetl0n'~lJJ- ;phystc·~i;'~eko~lon· WbiCh,~"1a';·-~'S~d~.• , ."', '::. 

phy~tcal""pr~nou:eL:';~'f~~1ate~;:sP&~lal:" ;:;a~·~'.1titrln~l~~.' ::~re~~:.'o 
. ..'.. '. ,.: ,.' . .'.'....... '. 0': '" . . . ,".,' '. . 


in ~the" aetUe;;lexere:1st.' 'O:f>:t~ee~'~ll.i, "ac't,,:':tbB;r~ :i"·· ..,:81multaneou~, ' 

'~o~c~r~~oe:: Whtch-'::~~~dS::~o~~;aniL:'-oo~pl'e~s: :kh~~"·pi-emot1~i2:.w~~reo~ . ". : 

"". by,'GOd P~~16illy~:m~~-.and il~Plle8 ,:tbe.:· 'free- w111- 'to 'd.rt,erm·1i.t~ :.-,' " . 
.~~," . . 

'.. " acii 01'l~."·, Th~ ·eh61ee:;·~ema:1nS:.tl'e$r· 'God~stmpiy ·~:~oVes·~tlj,e· '~1l:1' ..In·''a-: 
. , " . ~ .... ,~ 

. ' ... manner' cons:1s-tent :Wl,th~·Its::n~ture·.:',·The··hu~~n- wl1l~~f":it8alt:.'i~ a· . 

. ",' Pot~~tla;1·1~,.·lnc-apaJ.11~;-~'ot,:ab~~·J.~~~:~~ii':aeterm1~t16n; ::·:~t~:-~m;~e~::.:·. 
·~nt"'musi,"·o~lgirf~t'~-·.~~>,.G~d~.-· ,·t~er~fQr8"d(;·. these; man :st~9Ers 'GQ.d~S'· . 

".p~s'lc'ai': 'UJO~lon;'azid:::j1U~wt1.-ng·c.:~d~1:on.'-::·· . ..' ." 
.' 

,." .... Ju.st'~as .:In·.·.t.~~: case:·~or-"f.tod:~S·:~.knOJtle~e.··of'·fUt~r>'ible8,:. ';'.' ~';' ... " 

.ria ithex,;:·O·f· t,'h~se :.v1ews··;,c'U:'::b9··cal-l,ed· 'heretical,." .It,·taken· in ,the: ;:' . 
. '. ,.'.~. p'~ope~. -~en~e'~-e,it;~e~"~:Qn~:'lJ~n':'be:-'h~14~ ':'. ,:.-: '.' ,', " .. . .' 

.~.' . 

, . " :. : .',.. ' .•Ji,id··.SO ·w.rth'" this ;-we' ~ha~e ·brle(,,17:~overad-·':,~h~':deI'1v$.tlon . 

. " ot ~'the>:d1V1~ .~t~~~~b~~iJS'i·"·di~tlUS~·lrightheir :nature wl~h-.equa,];·'. ' 

.. .bl"ev1.ty;a~; ...,~rtt~~'l.,..g, l:t.:ia~to.~~. h:OP.~~t;t.bro~~.' •....• ,.. 
- " ~ ,.' , 

41sc~3s-1on:··"e:: ,haw:.' 'sUc,o~~ded~~!ri~:preserit~l~·;:,a·:l'ough': sk«itcli:'0f'~ (IOd., 

, :'88 .~. ;-can·o.itnalog1·oaliy;: know,dU:;ftr:.:~n:tb1cs~· 'l1::fe'; t hr~'usb:::':Hls';varlous' ~. . ' 

en~i~atl-ie::~rid ..:oP.~~~tl~e·,,:~·tt~ibUtie~:.::·'.·.·A11··ihB·.'-f~reg01~g"~ords,~,:,: .•. ~. 
,,111':'~ve',serVEHl' t he,1~:'purp:oee::doubly:·:·weli~>lt,· Qnly.:·.onEl'·~·p·e~.. aoni·· 

~ '.. . .: - "" . . . ~ . 

e.ven:the:::.autho~,~, '~an·r~al.1ze-"~·w1tli~·any·"geatsr':olartty',. the::magtl:1i'...· , 
':, ..' . ~ - ~~ - '. '., . ~, 

"l~·elice .. or>ii1s·, ~re~t·or;.:·1f~'1ie . can :have' '8.. ':m~re' .readY ' ans';'er to~" ::. 
- ',,' ~ ~ :;- , • ~. • -f • ~~ ~ .,. 

: ~::. 

: -, ~ ". ., ,",' 

. -:. ~::. 
~. " 

:~ : 
. . -.' . ~ 
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','80m~~ Of'::'~~r' :inoderni~tnd1tt,erenti;s:tsj:.a~Q~il0:S,~ ~o:r' prao,tl-~al':-d~~" 
, 'lStSl':~:~~ a~:~ leaS~,c'~C,t{ri:'S:~~:~~~t_,:ru)'~~O~'S-.~·G~~- -JU~t,,~ _-l1ttlQ"J?it' ':, ,: 

m01"e-~'tha:n,'h~. dic(~~f~r~~.- -'~"~6'r' -to: 'kri~w: 'G6~~ ':i:~' au±. tlr~t:'~u:rp';~' , 
;t '.' • ~ ~ , ."' ~. ~.~ - _.,". '. " -:. -~~-' 

""." in being .,'~ reatEuJ.;.' 'a~d"'from" this" ialO\1"~(:Jt:lge~'"fl1"'q,o,me: :'qur'.:ltAre' 

:! an-d~~rV1-cG~ .0;" ~t1,' ,a~,d':~s:' :~:: c'on~~qU~~~8:'th&_Nward~ ,ot-s~.· :de.y 
. '.,,:' " ,JW"'o,-' ': ~, ,'" ':" ':'; ", _' ,', ,-' \ .,' , ': - ' 

:see1ng,H1mV',by'analoS1,-b~ta~'He:Hreally' is',~;: .-~" ",: 
• , • • .~ ~:" ' < '." -. " " - • 

. .;' 

",:, ",,:" ,,-., ': . '" 

, 'Deo<·Grat1as.- ", . . , . 

'. ~. ", , -'< 
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