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PREFACE

The domestic experiences of the American people 1n
the First World %War have received comparatively 1llttle
attention. One particular grdup, the German-speaking
immigrants, suffered considersbly from native-born citi-
zens who looked with susnicion on thése forelgners,
although many were second and third generation descendants.

In this thesls the predominantly Cerman-speasking and
- German-cultured Bonedictine monastery of Saint Melnrad,
located in Spéncer County, Indians, will be étudied. This
group of mons had to reorlentate itself to face the stress,
anxiety, and potential bigotry directed’against German-
speaking descendents and immigrants by well-meaning, though
sometimes misdirected patrlota. To understand better the
position of St. Melnrad Abbey during the wartime ers,
attention will also focus on the general situation of Amer-
ican Catholicism in the United Ststes from after the Civil
War until the second decade of the twentieth century.

Three sovrces have been consvlted in attempting to pre-
sent an sdequate plcture of the atmosvheres and reactions of
the <t. Neinfad monks: 1) private intervieﬁs, correspond=-
ence, and & gquestlonnaire; 2) records and documents located
in the Abbey archives; and %) standard texts, monographs,
and reference works,

There sre slx surviving members of the cormunity who
lived st the sbbey during the trovblesome neriod: Mathers

Anselm Schaaf, Peter Behrman, Placidus Fempf, Maurus
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Ohligelager and Abbots Ignatius Esser and Columban Thuis,.
These men, in addition to Brother Wolfgang Mieslinger (who
emigrated from CGermany after the war and who fought for the
German Army), were most helpful in gathering information
and personal reflections about the perlod consldered. Cne
other member of the communlty, Father Stephen Thuls, was
unavailaeble for interviews, I have tried to put into per-
spective their various accounts, keeping in mind some advice
I received from Father Cyprian Davis, 03B:

o « « you will be forced to svaluate thelr

opinions from their validlty as historical

wiltnes=zes, In dealing with people's reminls-

cences as an oral witness to hilstorical facts,

one muat-be aware that one remembers what one

wilshes and in the way one wishes. And also

that subsequent events aslways color the ori-

ginal events or actlions. Thls has nothing

to do with the honesty or objectivity of the

one interrogasted. This would be true of us

all, For this reason the good historian

plasces g high value on the memories of an

Individual as & primary source but a source

thet must alweys be used with circumspection

and a certalin critical attituds., 1

Seversl questions were asked of the above mentloned

monks. These included: (1) What was the political atmos
"sphere here during the early part of the war? (2) Were
the predominately German-born monks enthusiastically sup-
porting the dermans, or were they indifferent? (3) How
did the monks of other than German descent feel about the
war? () Was there ever any friction? (5) Did the poli-

tical climate change when the Germans starting pursuing -

loyprian Davis, Personal Tetter (Abbaye du Mont
Cesar, Leuven Belgium, July 10, 1963).
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unlimited submarine warfare? (6) Were most of the monks

in favor of American neutrality? Did they support Wilson's
stend during the election for continued neutrality? (7)
D14 anyone regret or oppose Amerlcen entry Into the wer on
the Allled side? (8) At any tlme were there explicit or
implicit attacks on the sbbey or on any members of the
abbey for belng of German descent? (9) Do you recall what
newspapers and magazines were read frequently by the monks
in those days? ‘

The abbey archives provided additional illuminatilon.
There were six large boxes fllled wlth Abbot Athanasius
Schmitt's officiai correspondence during World War I. In
these boxes many pieces of propaganda llterature were also
found. Basicelly, however, most of the material dealt
with offlcisl business--letters recelved and coples of lstse
ters sent. All references to this source will be clted as

WWI1 Letters. Father Luke Gruwe, Editor of Paradieses-

Frichte, a German-language periodical published by the monks
of St. ¥einrad, and also the Prior, the Abbot's first assis-
tant, kept a diesry for many years. From this diary or
chronicle, as it 1s often cslled, he would provide a 1list

of happenings or events for the readers of the mageszine,
This sowrce will be clted as Chronicle henceforth. Not

only did ¥ather Luke provide facts, dstes, and events, but
he aslso would glve some commentary and occaslionslly a 1little
preyer. 3ince thls 1s written in Cerman, it has been trans-

lated into English by Father Placidus Kempf, to whom this
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writer 1s Indeed gratéful.‘ A third archivel source 1s the

Chronicle of the Clericsl Novitiate (Fraterstock), a dally

listing of events 2s seen by the youngest and newest mem-
bers of the nonastery, the novices and clerics, whose pro-
per title was Frater. Theuse men were engaged 1ln studies

for the priesthood. All citationa of this source will be

Fraterstock.

in attempt was made to go through whatever personal
letters that had been saved. Unfortunaﬁely, no pertinent
material could be found. Since ths archlives sre still in
a process of belng catalogued, some valusble letters might
have been neglected. |

Several persoﬁs have been most helpful in gathering
neces«ary information and in glving technicael asslstance:
¥f1lliam Carpe, Hlstory Department, St. Melnrad School of
Theology; David H. Smith, Department of Religion, Indlsna
University; Plscldus Kempf,‘GSB, Librarlan snd Archivist
of 3t. Melnrad Archabbey, who was extremely patient and
helpful with difficult German passages; and Simeon Daly,
08B, Head Librarlan, St. MNelnrad Archavbey. To these men

I em especlally grateful for help and encouragement.
Frenk James Feeney

St. Meinred, Indlana, April, 1970
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CHAPTER I
ROMAY CATHOLIC CHURCH HISTORY 1860-191l

The close-knit unity of Roman Catholicism in Americal-
enabled 1t to survive the turbulent and divisive influence
of the Civil War while other denomlnatlons sometimes spllt
over political differences. The largely immligrant Catholic
population posseszssed bonds of hierarchicsal authority,'com-
mon acceptance of Catholic teschings, and reception of the

gsame Roman sacramenta.ll

These unlfying factors had been
carried over from Europe wlth each successive wave of immi-
gratlion. From a mere h;ndful during the American Revolu-
tion, the Romsn Cgtholics had rapidly lncrsased to some
six million in 1880.2 Twenty vears later this number had
douvbled. U

In the 1860's and 1870's immigration was encouraged
rather than restricted for two principle ressons. First,
the ethnic unity produogd by the Clvil War gave the appesar-
ancse of soclal stablllty, thus precluding the tendency to
think of lmmlgrants as 8 threat to the status quo. Secondly,

Americans belleved that immlgrants had economic value. Yet,

1Thomas VecAvoy, The Great Crisis In American Catholie
Tlstory: 1065-1900 (Thicago: Henry Regnery Company,
195775 p. G

2Ib1d., P. 4, citing Bryce, American Commonwealth,
2 Vols, (London, 1888), II, p. 575.
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as JonesAnotes: "Dislike and distrust of the Immigrants
‘persisted, but remained in most places bensath the sur-

face. "5

ANTI-CATHOLIC FEELINGS

The immedlate cause of antl-Cathollec feslings was
the growing strength and influencg of the Catholic Church.
The Third Plenary Council of 188lL, meeting in Baltimore,
gave impetus and assent to institutional development,u 'The
centennial celebrations' of the American ﬁierarchyiﬁn1£889.
and the Chicago World's Falr four years later showed Pro-
testants how well the new lmmigrant Church had been develop-
ing. Noreover, the rengécant controversy over sharing pub-
1ic school funds and resistance to efforts at placling paro-
chlal schools under state supervision were 1hterpreted by
many clitlizens "es a foréign attack upon & baslc American
institution, namely, 'the little red schoolhouse.'"5

Fear of the emergipg Irish-Catholliec politiclans and
subsequent papal encroachment on American rights led to the
formation of secret anti-Catholic socletiss. The most
influential and numericglly atrong nativist organization

was the American Protective Assoclatlon, founded at Clinton,

3Ma1dwyn Allen Jones, American Immigration (Chilcago:
The University of Chilcago Press, 1960), p. 2483,

thid., p. 255. Within the following decade twenty
new dioceses were established and by 1890, some 600,000
students were sald to populate Catholic schools.

5Ibid.

—————iry



Iowa, in 1887 by a laﬁyer named Henry F. Bowers, The econ-
omic depression'of 1893 p%oduced an'atmOSphere of fear and
hysteria. Membership increased to half a million, but
better times and factionsl quarrels qulickly disintsgrated
these natlvists.

Although organlizational bigotry subsided during the
first decades of the twentieth century, Catholics continued
to feel a certaln mistrust from thelr non-Catholic neighbors

who rarely understood the essence of Catholicism,

TURMOII, WITHIN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH

Sometimes 1t is difficult to judge whether antl-Cathollcs
or Catholics themselves caused more anguish and controversy.
During the last two decades of the nineteenth century there
existed great diversity in épinion among XIrish and German
elements. The‘former, closely akin to English culture and
language, adapted rapidly to Americen weys and values, A
bitter and heated controversy occurred when thesse 'ameri-
canized! Catholics, through the hilerarchy, tried to impose
this trend on American Catholics of other natiénal origzins.

In particular, the German-Americans conslstently held
opvosing views, MNany of these men had fled from the Prus-

sien Kultd%kampf of Chancellor Otto von Bilsmarck in the

1870's and 18804s. Vivid memorles of religious and poli-
tical persecution lingered on. Bismarck, trying to unite !
his disvarate subjects, wanted to suppress all religious

differences.



The emigrants, once gsettled in America, were determined
to stress the spirltual life as well as the materlal and to
continue thelr distinet way of life as Koman Catholics. Of
prime concern was the qulck erection of a church and =
school whenever a new communlty was formed.' Oftentimes =
zealous and educated Cerman priest or missionary would gulde
énd direct the fortunes of the German-spesking srea. Iso=-
lated because of language dlfflcultles and the deslire for
country-living, they were often misunderstood by both Irish
Catholics who by and large lived in the urban arsas of the

[ Y
P
East sndﬁAmerican Protestants. The Germens clung to the old
ways; they still loved German culture and the Vaterland.
They firmly belleved that "there 1s no better or higher
culture than German, and the practliee of religion by a Ger-
man must be the best of the vw:u:-lc‘t."‘:‘;6 Koreover,
German priests understood this, and knew that
meny of the German emlgrants felt that 1f they
covld not practice thelr faith In the German
way when they csme to America, then they would
not practlce thelr faith st all. This was why
the mother tongue was stressed, the vereins o sions
encouraged, and the traditions fostered. ALAll
were kept together by the mother tongue.
FPurthermore, the Cerman was sccustomed to
authorlity, and when he came to a strange land

the only authority for him naturslly was Ger-
man authority. 7

6Colman Jds Barry, The Cstholic Church and German
Americans (Weshington, D.T.? The Catholic University of
AmerIce Press, 1953), p. 9, n. 10 quoting Albert Hammen-
stede, 0SB, former prior of Narle Lasch Abbey. Fenceforth
this work is cited, Barry, 'GCatholic Church," '

TIbie. Willibald Wathaser, 0SB, archivist of the Lud-
wilg ¥VissTonsvereln in MNunich, confirmed these statements.



German spiritusl leaders in the United States had
witnessed many lmmigrants turning to non-Catholie, though
German»speaking; churches. Thus special provisions had to
be mede for préaerving the Catholle falth, namely, Catholic
achools; more German—speakin@ priests, and 1solgstion from
the corrupting culture of American and Protestant values.
Catholic friends in Germen-spesking asreas--Austria, Bavaria,

‘Germany-~-formed mission societies like the Leopoldinenc

Stiftung in 1£29, the Ludwilg Missionsverein in 1838 and the

St. Raphaselsverein in 1871 to encourage and promote Catho-

licism by means of literature and monies. Several reli-
gious orders of men and women also volunteered personnel and
economic support. Bonlifece Wimmer, s Benedictine prieat of
the Abbey of ¥etten in Bavarlas, settled near Latrobe, Penn-
sylvania in 1846 and foundsd a flourishing monastery which
~aoon expanded to form new houses throughout the United
States. The Redemptorists. and Friars Winor Capuchin sent
many able misslonaries. Most of these German-cultured men
wished e high degree of independence from neighboring bis-
hops, especlally 1f they were non—German.8
Peter PFaul Cahgnsly, a merchant of Limburg an der T.ahn,
seelng the lack of spir%tual‘care‘provided the newly arrived

14
ferman émigrant of the '60's, sought to protect their wel-

fare by founding the St. Rapheselsverein., Later he became

the focus of controversy over famericanizaetion' policies

glbido, pp. 3%-l43 passim.



within the American Catholic Church. Briefly, "Cshensly-
ism" tried to malintain Germen solldsrity and independence
from famericanizing'! trends: mno publlc school education
for Cerman catholics, separate parishes for each nation-
glity whenever possible, separate schools for each nation-
2lity with education both in the mother tongue and in the
language of the adopted country, more bishops of national
origins other than Irish. In April, 1891, fifty-one Cath-
olics representing seven ﬁationa presented to the Vatlecan
and Leo XIII the Lucerne Nemorilal, whose msa jor requests
are snumerated above.J

There was an immediste reactlion from the "so-called"
liberals or amerlcanlzers led by Jemes Cardinal Gibbons of
Baltimore and John Irelend, Archbishop of St. Paul. Theset
men felt thet any foreign nationallsm, whatever 1its gulss,
was ultimately detrimental to the advancement of the Church
in Amerlca. Americans would not tolerate such a state of
affairs.t? The conservative factlion included not only the
Germen blshops but alsorsome prominent Irishmen, like Ber-
nard }¥eJueld, Elshop of Rochester, and ¥ichasl Corrigan,
Archbishop of YMew VYork, who preferred a careful application

of trled snd universal methods of advancing the Church.1l

9Ibid., pasgim, Barry's whole book covers and develops

in a luclc and balenced menner the whole complex and frequent-

ly mlsunderstood controversy. On pp. %21%<315 Berry includes
an English trenslstion of the Lucerne Memorisl.

10z0pert D, Cross, The Emergerce of Liberal Cstholicism

in America (Cambridge, Wass.: Harvard University Fress, 1953),

De 55
11
Barry, Catholic Church,” pp. 183-18l,
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“hen & casreless French translation of Walter Elliott'q

T.ife of Pather Hecker asvpeared in 1897, s controversy

known as "Americanism®™ ensued. PFather Isasc Hecker founded

the Catholic World magazine in April, 1865, seven years

after he had wlthdrawn from the Redemptorist Congregatlon
with five other prilests. They formed the Niasionary Soclety
of 2t. Paul the Apostle (Paullsts) in hopes of attracting
native-born Americans and of presenting the Church as =a
universel body which had characteristics consonant with
American democratlce ldeels. Hecker wanted to adapt as far
a8 possible the external life of the Church_to suppossd
modern cultural idesls. Roman authorities hecame suspicious
of these American trends, mistaking them for similsr, but
distinct, values prevalent especially in France and usually
termed Gallicanism or Modernism. A concerned Pope Leo XIII

issuved Testem benevolentiae on January 22, 1899 to Cardinal

Cibbons. Certaln false doctrines imputed, but never con-
clusively shown, to some meﬁbers of the American Church were
condemned: stress on 'active'.virtues (e.g. humanitarian-
ism, eugenic reform, democracy, charity) with deprsecation of
traditional and 'passive' attitndes such as humility and
subjectlion to authority; edaeptation to modern valuses; redu-
cing the anclent rigor toward convert requlrements; minimi-

zing points of difference between Christians.l?

121mestem Benevolentise' in Acta Leonis XIIT, vii
(1906), Pp. 223-233.
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The conservative vprelates thanked the pontiff for
saving the American Church from thls danger of heresy.

But the opposition liberasls were also in agreement with
the pope. Just who was gullty of ‘'Americanism'? TLater
scholars, removed from the controversy by time, have con-
cluded that this was a phantom heresy, more gkin to Euro-
péan problems than American.l?

The total effect of this papal pronouncement brought
a2 soberness to Amerlcan catholics, forcing the more liberal
catholics to re-examine thelr position. The 1ssue was
silenced, but not dead. Welther slde changed its stand
significantly. Not untlil the outbreak of World ™ar I did
the two sides come together. America's entry Into the
war forced the immigrant mlnority groups, especially the
German, to cast eside thelr old country tles and to become
"100 percent Americans" or perish;

Commenting on the last decedes of the nineteenth
century, Andrew Gresley says that a naive feith in pro-
gress cheracterlized both the country as a whole and the
liberal segment of the Catholic hlerarchy. Yet their
"brillient and imaginativé campalgn to finelly Americanize

the Catholie Church 1n the Unlted States at best could be

13peayr of Americeniam has prevailed until only recent
times. The Cathollc Encyclopedia, begun in 1907, cautlously
decided to describe ‘'Amerlcanlism' under the topic 'Testem
Benevolentise' in volume 1l;, a volume not published until
1912, Rome had warned American prelates as esrly as the
Second Plenary Council of Baltimore in 1866 that they were
Cntholic ss well as Amerlcan.
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called openly a partlial success . . .

HISTORY OF. ST. MEINRAD ABBEY: 1850-191l

Southern Indiana experienced an expanding missionary
situation in the 1850's as numerous German immigrants with
‘Roman Catholic backgrounds found their way down the Ohilo
River and settled inland a4short distance where thsy could
farm. A recent Croatian voluntesr to the American Catholic
missions, Father Joseph Kundek, had a difficult tlme mini-
stering to his growing number of German immigrants in the
Jasper-Dubois County areas.. Both he and the Bishop of Vin-
ceﬁnes, ¥aurice de Saint Palels, sought sssistance from
Europe.'5 1In 1851 Fether Kundek travelled abroad contact-
ing potentisl patrons and assistants. The following yesr
he found the Abbot of FEinasiedeln, Switzerland, Henry 1V,
willing to make a small foundation to care for souls, inso-
far as thils would be compatible with a religious community
life, and eventually to found a semlinary for candldates to

the priesthood. He wanted to provide the mission country

1L

Andrew Creeley, The Catholic Experience: An Inter-
préetation of the History of American Tatholiclsm.{Xew York:
Doubleday, 1967), pp. 150-151,

15¢n1ess otherwlse noted thls section is bhesed on
material found in H. Alerding, Diocese of Vincennes (India-
nepolis: Carlon & Hollenbeck, 1tt3) and Albert Klebsr,
History of St. Meinrad Archabbey: lﬁgh—lgg% (8t. Meinrad:
A Grall Publlcatlion, 195l )}, hencefor cltécd, as Xleber,
St:.Mednreds . © Maurice de St. Palsls was ths fourth bishop
of Vincennes: born in La Selvetat, France in 1811; conse=-
crated bishop January 1l, 1849; died June 28, 1877. Fether

Kundek was born in Johannich, Crostia on August 21, 1810;
ceme to Jasper in 1838; died December l, 1857,
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with a trained ngtive clergy.lé
' Father Kundek had-visions of German colonies stretch-
ing from Jasper to Troy end Cannelton, at that time thriv-
ing Chio River ports. MNany of his visions came true as
Immigrants congregated in numerous small eﬁcla#eé between
the above mentioned towns.

Yoreover, in 185l a handful of Swiss monks, having
purchased some farm lands near the Anderson River, begsan
building thelr monastery. Three years later the doors of
the seminary opened for the flrst time. Within a faw'
vears St. Yelnrad could boast of educating divinity students
from high school through college and into four ysars of
theological studies. In. 1889 they opened s commerical
college in Jasper (Jasper Academy).

In the late 1870's Bishop de St., Palsis instructed his
seminarians who matriculated at St. Meinrad to learn Eng-
1ish, if they only knew German, and to learn Cermsn, 1f
they only spoke English. The dlocese was then largely bl
1ingual.l7 To forelgn-born seminarigns Father Islidor Hobi,
Rector of the seminary, gave this practicsl pastoral advice:
"You must first of all learn English; you must lsarn to eat
tomatoes; and you must learn to mind your own business.

T™at's Amerlcan!"18 English seemed to be an important part

l6mingiedeln Abbey began in the tenth century. In the
1850's it faced severe governmental restriction. Abbot
Henry posslibly foresaw moving to Americaen should the situs-
tion deteriorate.

1Tx16ber, St. Meinrad, p. 228. 181p14.
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of onets education.

aon
"n",O"Q

LIFE AT THE ABBEY' PRIOR mO THE WAR

To appreciate how 3t. Melnrsd reacted to the WorldyWar
‘éggé must keep in mind its speclal gosls and velues. Nonks
of 5t. Benedlct base their lives on his Holy Rule, written
around the sixth century.19 This spirituael document pre-
gsent; both general norms and specific requirementa. Illoat
importantly the monk 1s to live under an Abbot 1in obedi-
ence and humillty, to seek God through work and-prayer in
‘a gulet, meditetive atmosnhere pf.withdrawal'from the world
and sll its cares. |

During the reign of Abbot Athanesius Schmitt (March 16,
1898-July 12, 1932), monastic observance,cspecially that of
divinerffice in cholr, wss encouraged and made more solemn

through increassed tralning in singing and required attend-

ance.20 The office of Abbot is most important. ¥Not only

v s

TR

in the Holy Rule, but also in the Constitutions of.Swiss-

American Congregation we find that he 1s a 'Spiritusl

Father! and 'Shepherd', whose duty is "with a most watch-
ful eye and heart to gulde the communlty . . . regulating

and directing all things in the house of God . "2l

lgThe Holy Rule of Saint Bensdict, edited by the Iifonks
of 3t., Meinrad (St. WMelnrad: Grall Publications, 1956)
Cf. the Prologue and Chapter 18 especielly.

20:1eber, =t. Meinrad, op. L426-429.

1

Constitutions and Declarations of the Holy Rule,
puvlished Iin English clirca 1909, but based on & 1897
edition.
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The Abbot anpoints certaln community members to serve
as hls asslstants: a prior, subprior and a procurator or
business msnager to handle buying and money. Under the
Abbot and ranked according to date of entry are the priests,
the clerics, called fraters, wh9§are studying for the priest-

hood, and lay-brothers, called fratres conversl, who in

effect were untll recent times domestic servants.

Thils 1atterAgroup never went on to study for the
priesthood. Rather, they handled nearly all the manual
labor. Yost of the brothers at St. Meinrad had migrated
In 1lste adolescence or early sdulthood from Switzerland
and Germany directly to St. Meinrad. They kept to them-
selves for the most part, were contént with their jobs,
and cared 11ttle for events of the outside world. Their
vislon was in gémeral quité narrow)ez

The fraters likewlse kept busy with their dally cholr
duties and studles. Little opportunity was provided to
elther travel in or read about the outside world.2>

Although travel for the priests was strictly regulated,
they managed to keep abreast of the latest happenings
- through contact with parishioners and other priests in the
various parishes served by the monastery. Both periodicals
and newspapers were read and studled. Among the German

language newsvapers, the St. Louls Amerika was popular,

22Wolfgang HMleslinger, Interview, January 11, 1970.

23plocidus Kempf, Juestionnaire, July 7, 1969.
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The monastery also recelved the Loulsville Courier-Journal

and some local newspapers.Zu

Most of the 13l monks associated with St. Meinrad
lived at the abbsy. Several, however, served the Church
wither as pastors in the dlocese (17) or as misslonariss
in the Dakotas, bringing Christian instruction té the
Indians{@S)‘zs

These monks were predominately German oriented.
Those born In Germany numbered 37; those of German-American
descent 42. The 9 monks born in Switzerland and the [} in
Luxemburg came from German-speaking sectlons. Only 12 monks
claimed no German ancestry. Because of this strong German
Plavor, the reading customarily found in Renedictine mona-
sterieé during all meals was performed in German during
the evening supper. The noon dinner, however, had table

reading ddna in English.26

2lipnselm Schaaf, Interview, July 9, 1969.

. 253@9 Appendix I.

EéIgnatius Esgser, Correspondsnce, July 1l, 1969.
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CHAPTER 11
THE APPROACHING WAR

The Western world was shaken on June 28, 191l when
Francls Ferdlnand, Archduke and heir to the Austrilsn
throne, fell to an assassin's bullet. Fear instant moblli-
zatlon occurred, showing how precarious was the balance of.
European power at that time. Ry August 5, =211 the masjor
Turopean powers had dsclared war on each other.

Serman-language newspapers 1in this country protrayed
the strusgle es one between Slavic barbarism and German
civilization (KﬁlturiJ. Kalser Wilhelm of Germany appeared
as the "visible symbol of Cerman unity."27 To the average
citizen of Indlana, however, Ee was thes symbol of all that
was un»American.E8 Regardless of non-German opinion, many
Cerman-Americans were drawn closer together because of the
war, further accentuating them as "s community within a
community."® Before the war was a month old,anti-hyphenate
sentiments appeared, boldlj suggesting that YIf they (the
Germans ) don't like 1t here,why don't theyugo back to Cerw

many."29

7Cedric C. Cumminsg, Indliana Public Opinion and the
World War: 191l;-1917.(IndTanepolls: 1ndlange .listorical
Bureau, 1945), pb. /=49 passim. Cf, Carl Wittke, German-
Americans and the World War (Columbus: Chio State Archee-
ologlcal and Historical Soclety, 19%6) whose documentation
is largely limited to German-langusge newspapers.

28

Ibid., p. Lo,

29Ibid., p. 5% c¢lting Loulsville Courler-Journal, Sept.
1, 19145 p. LI and Marion Chronicle, Aug. 22, 1914, D, L.
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‘ The summer of 191h Initlated & period of emotional
é;ises, conflicts of loyaltles, misunderstandings, per-
secutions and tragedy for most CGerman-Amsricans. The press
was decldedly pro-British since the European cable had bsen
cut by the British to keep German propaganda from reaching
the American public. On the other hand, the Germans were
roundly denounced as "Huns" and "barbarians." "Hyphen-
hunting became é popular pastime among American super-
patriots . . . "30 Adherents of both sides found plenty
of opportunity for exhiblitlon and uninformed debate. But
"most of American attention remained upon home themes ." 51

Pre judice toward the Ferman-Amerlicans represented a
spectacular reversal of judgment. Formerly, public opinion
had come to sccept them as one of the most assimilable and
reputable of immigrant groups, pralsed as law-ablding,

speedlly assimllated, end strongly patriotic.32

3Q?ittke, German-Americans and the World War, p. 3.
One interesting piecs ol Lerman propaganda was the book
Zerman Culture, Catholliclsm snd the World War, edlted by
George Tfollschlfter (St, Paul: wanderer Printing Co.,
1916). It attempted to refute "French sccusations™ and to
ascertain "the true nature of ferman Kultur," while not
excusing "existing evils in thelr country." Some of the
articles were entitled "The Justlice and Necessity of the
Morld War," "Is the War a War of Relizlon?" and "The psych-
ology of Atroclty Reports." -

3lppederic L. Paxson, Pre-¥ar Years: 191%-1917, Vol.
I of American Democracy and the “orld War, 3 Vols., (Yew
fork:  Cooper Square Publishers, Inc., 1966), pe. 12%. It
will henceforth be cited Paxson, . American Democracy.’

32 yohn Hdigham, Strangers In the Land: Patterns of
American Vativigm, 1860-1925 (New Brunswick, N.J,: Rutgsers
Tniversity Press, 1955), Dp. 196.
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then the Furopean holocaust fixed their sympathilss
with the Vaterland, they loudly trled to advance the Ger-
man cause with a massive campalgn for an embargo on the
export of war supplies. Many &mericens viewed thils acti-
vity more as sgiltatlon for Germany than as trus neutral-
ity;35
The German-born monks of St. Melnrad were "in private
gulte outspoken in favor of fhe Germans. Even the non-
German-born were certainly not indifferent,.”3l Brother
Martin Deck, born in Moersch, Germany, predicted a German
victory.55 The Prior, Lvke Gruwe, born 1n TLlesborn, West-
phallas, entered a prayerful note into the Chronicle on
Jenuary 31, 191l:
The yesr 191l belongs to the past, a year
the 1like of which the history of the world
had never bLefore witnessed. Nay with it
the celemity of war have reached 1ts zenith.
May the nations of the globe be mindful of
thelr Creator and their human dignity. Xay
the Ten Commandments agaln rule the world
Instesad of the commands of misgulded politiles
and the artifices of an 1lnsidious diplomacy,
then we shell need not bemoan the shattered
culture of the twentleth century; then with
confldant courage we can look into the dark,
ominous future.
Cruel year 191 . . . adisu! 0God bless 1915.56
The 1916 vresidentlial electlions provided cendidates

and their supnorters ample opportunlty to discuss and debate

531vid., pp. 196-197.

3“Peter Pehrman, Juestionnaire, July 7, 1969.

354nselm Schaaf, Interview, July 9, 1969.

6. A
5 Chronicle, Vol. &, p. 325% January 31, 191&.
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the merits of neutrality or entry into the war. Thé
ferman~-American element spllt bétween the Republican
Charles Evens Hughes and the inecumbant Democrat #codrow
Wilson. The former was favored by many only becsuse Wil-
son was felt to be mors pro-British than pro-neutrelity.
To complicete matﬁers, another Republican, Theodore Roose-
.. velt, loudly announced his pro~-British sentiments on the
public forum. German-Amsericans felt a dilemma, but could
| do nothing about 1t.37

The monks at St. Meinrad favored both the Democrats
and neutrality, according to Ignatius Esser; who was a
cleric at the time: "To the btest of my recollection most
of the monks favored nsutrallty. . . . Ny guess 1ls that
most of them supported‘Wilson's stand. Throughout my time
« o « the monastic membership was heavily in'favor of the
Democrats,“38 FPather Anselm Schaaf, however, supported
Mughes that vear, slthough he too favored neutrality. He
© felt that Wilson sympathized too much with the British.>9
Peter Behrman, another cleric, noted that none of the monks
wanted the United States to enter the war..O

Poor German diplomacy and tactical blundsrs gradually

incited American publlc opinion against both Germany and

37W1ttke, Gsrman-Americans and the World War, p. 106.

38Ignatius Esser, Correspondence, July 1k, 1969.

392nselm Schasf, Interview, July 9, 1969.
}
10

Peter Pehrman, (uestionnaire, July 7, 1949.
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the often belligerent haughtiness of German-Amerlcsns.
Since May 7, 1915 when the Lusitanla was sunk with Ameri-
can lives lost, German 5nterseg boats had been wreaking
damage to both passengér ships and military cargo vessels.
This unlimited submarine werfare rapldly changed sentiment
at St. Meinrad. "Sympathy for Sermany lessened more and
more with thelir phenomenal success In this phase of the
war."ul At the same time "the German—born monks beceme
less outspokén; those of non-CGerman descent realized that
there was now no reason to favor the Germans."hz Perhaps,
the climete chsnged to "antl-Cerman," as Father Placidus
sugyests.h3

Tn November 1916 Abbot Athanasius called a meeting of
2ll the solemnly professed monks (i.e. those priest-monks
who made finel vows to the St. Melnrad community) to gilve
them s ome recently acquired news concerning Cerman senti-
ment in the nslighborhood. From various quarters he had re-
ceived friendly warnings that the monastery was being
closely watched by splea, Two feaéons were glven., First,

the monastery was supposedly "pro-German." Second, as a

[\ & 0}?

Catholic institutior 1tThes! many enemies. Extreme caution
and reserve was ordered by the Abbot, especielly when sbeak-==

ing with strangers. ‘urthermore, a vigilance committee,
L1

l‘z}’eter Behtman, tuestionnaire, July 7, 1969.

Ignatius Esser, Corresnondence, July 1ll, 1949,

L3p1ac1dus Kempf, Suestionnaire, July ?, 1969.
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working underground, which labsled itself the "Anti-
ferman Committes," was sending anonymous letters to priests
and leity who were reported to it. Father Simon Barber,
the Benedictine pastor in Huntingburg, Indiana and & native
of Touisville of French descent, received such a threaten-
ing letter from this group. The Abbot also wes sent an
anonymous letter demsnding that the above mentionsd Tather
be ordsered to exercise extreme caution. Prior Luke then
commented on these events:

The confusion of the condition of the times

favors the generation of all menner of vermin,

that shuns the light and burrows 1n the dark,

and that pits veaceful citizens against each

other. Unfortuaately, this riff-raff is

avetted by the iIndifferent and hysterical

masses., Prayer for God's vrotection ls sbove

all necessary. Bad times sre ahesd and no

one knows what the next day will bring.

The whole problem of war was seen by at least thres
of the monks from the perspsctive of a believer firmly
committed to followlng a God whose dlvine providence and
ways eluded them., These three men, Fathers Luke Cruwe
and OGregory Bechtold, Rectocr of the Vs ior Seminary, and
frater Hilery de Jean, saw man himself at the root of the
problem and not nations or nationalities.u5

Pather CGregory delivered the occasional homily on the

feast of St. Benedict, March 21, 1915, in English, taking

the Prologue of the Holy Rule as hils text: "Through the

m’*c:hr-onj_cle, Vol. 10, p. 466, November 23, 1916,

h‘5’5‘eitltle:c' Gregory's work 1s found in the Chronicle, Vol,
9, p. 33l, March 21, 1915. Frater HYilarv's position 1s
found in Paradieses-Fruechte, Vol. XXI¥, Enr. Suopl., p. 76.
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labor of obedience we must return to him, from whom we have
departed by the sloth of disobedience.”

e » o The war is & punishment for the dis-
obedience of the world to God and his 3on,
"Jesus Christ. Peace willl not return until
the nations return in obedlence to him and
to whom he has sent. God will force the
nations to acknowledge Jesus Christ, who lives
in his Holy Church, and her visible head,
the Pope, as Lord and Master. When that takes
place, veace and vprogperity wlll return to
mankind; if not, 1f the natlons and govern-
ments remsin opposed to Christ, then the final
hour has struck and the last day with 1its
judgment has arrived. As once, after the fall
of the Roman Empire, the world's orderflSJOut
of jolnt, and men believed that the end of the
world was drawling near, 1t was St. Benedict
who brought men back sgaln to obedience and
with that to the enjoyment of peace. Let us
pray that the spirit of St. Benedict may agsin
revive and the natlons may again through 1t be
led to pesasce. ©On the chelir of Peter sits
another Holy Father Benedlct. May 1t be hils
privileme to preserve it for many centuries to
come for the benefit of erring humanity.
(Chronicle--NMarch 21, 1915)

Prior Tuke, noting the oﬁinous shedows of war over
our own country, prayed on December 31, 1916: "God give
us peace in the new year!" (Chronicle, Vol. 10, p. 166)
Rut pesce was not to be found,

Only one other document survives which contalns mat-
erisl on this subject: "War and Divine Providence”,~written
by Frater Hilary de Jean sometime prior to October 1917. It

spreared in an Engllsh Supplement to Parasdieses-Fruechte,

With Scholastlec loglec and Manual Theology he attempts to put
the vicissitudes of wsr in proper perspective.
» +» o Certainly an awful spectscle is before

s, IMen, whom ffod created the rational repre-
sentatives of the universe Iin rendering Him
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glory; men descended of a common parent,
brothers hence in thlg one grest famlly, have
risen iIn thelr entirely to a savage strife.
There 1s no country where the demon of war
hes not entered and roused the inhabitants

to do battle sralinst thelr fellowmen. Those
who sre not actually firhting are assisting
others to prosecute the fray. The most
besutiful countries of Europe are laid waste
by fire snd shot, whilst millions of men are
sweying in the vortex of a hellish struggle,
whence unnumbered hecatombs dally go to pay
fearfiil toll on the altsr of War. Such is
the plcture the world presents today. We

are made pensive by such slights and our
thoughts go back to that awful picture drawn
for us by the rich imegery of Father IFaber

of the conditlion of the world had there been
no Redeemer promised after Adam's sin. It
would have been indeed a universe of hope-
less nate and hell, Then comes the thought
to trhose whose faith 1s not so firm: What

of God, Yho we are told has the world ever
within the hollow of His hand? Has he per-
haps cessed from His providentisl cere? In-
deed dld He sver have & care for us? HNay,

is there perhaps no God at all and have we
been ere now decelved? :

But whether poor misguided men deny God's sx-
1stence, or [ils Providence or Hls power; and
even those whom we thought to be better in-
formed, see no llght amid the haze of doubt
cagt upon ttrelr affllicted souls,--1t all re-
sults from one fountain-hesd, whence the Evil
One draws abundant suprply for temptatlion:

men fail to look uvon war 1n correct relation
to the absolute will of Cod.

» . L4 ® L . . ® L] L ] L4 » L] * ® * L Ll - L4 .

It 1s certaln thet Fe does not cause & singlse
one of the sins; they nroceed solely from the
malice and perversity of the heart of man,
T.oock not to God, but to man for the source of
Si)’!. . .
Frater Hllary roes on to ask rhetorlcelly why:36d permits
evil in the world. Thils question he casuslly dlsmisses by
quotes from scripture: "It is not yours to know." He is

somevhat unique in his perspectives. ‘“hen invectives and
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spiteful propaganda were commonplace, Hilary rofusés to
"blame sny single individual or nation. Rather he refers
to man's primordial condition of sinfulness which somehow
plays a role in God's salvific will. To sbstain from
passionate and emotion-~laden speech was a bold'stép in
days when the one who refused to be misled by super-
patriotic words and action was suspscted of harboring
alien proclivitles.

Patriotic fervor wes Intense by the time Hilary qute
his short essay. Much of thls anti-German hatred had been
enflamed by a stupnid diplomatic blunder.  1In early 1917
Dr. Alfred Zimmermann, the German secretary of the Foreign
O0ffice, in a note to the Mexlcsan deernment, tried to tempt
the latter into an allisnce with Japan against the Unlted
States, 1f the United Staetés should enter the war agalnst
flermany. Germany promised, in return, to help Mexico re-
Fain the "lost provinces" of Wew NMexico and Texas, Public
acknowledgment of this communique by'the German Foreign
O0ffice after the British had intercepted and decoded the
message crippled the German agitation and sentiment in this
country. The American people, alasrmed over the Zimmermann
Note, begsn to see Cermany as a traachérous agerassor and
war as Inevitable. 'Armed neutrality' began on Pebruary 3
when the Unlted Stetes broke off diplomaetic relstions with
Germany and lasted until Aoril 2 when President ¥Wilson
asked the Congress to declare war on Zermeny. During this

perlod plens to bulld an army and to finance a war were
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drewn up by the military and treesury. Civil leaders dis-
cussed and debated over our Iinvolvement 1n'the European
conflict., Then on April li the Senate voted 86<6 to recog-
nize the fact that Cermany was now weging war against the
United States. Two days leter by a vote of 373-50 the
"ouse concurred with both ﬁhe President énd the Senste.

The Unlted States had entered the world conflict,
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CHAPTER IITI
ANERICA'ENTERS THE WAR

"our people, as ever, wlll rise as one man to serve
the nation" said the American bishops of the Roman Catholic

Church at their annual meeting on April 18, 1917, twelvse
6

days after Congress had declared wnr.h
The leading Catholic prelate, Jaﬁes Cardinal Gibbons,
publically declared his personal views on April 5, 1917:
The primary duty of a citlzen is loyelty to
country. Thls loyalty is manifested more by
acts than by words; by solemn service rather
than by empty declaeretlion., It 1s exhliblited
by an absolute and unreserved obedlence to
his country's call . . « . The members of

both Houses of Congress are the instruments
of God in gulding us in our civic dutles. . .hi

In October Gibbons wrots President Wilson: "¥e are
working to the end that our countrymen may sse the folly
and grave dlsobedlence of unjust and 1ll-tempered criti-

cism of nationsl pol.’ycilene;s‘,"L"8 He also noted that "Church

héctted 1n Dorothy Dohen, Kationalism and American
Catholicism (Mew York: Sheed end ¥srd, 1967, p. 147,
Hanceforth this 1s cited ay Dohen, Nationaliqm.

u7John Tracy Fllis, The T.ife of James Cardinal Gibbons,
2 Vols. (¥ilwaukee: The Bruce Publishing Company, 1552), 11
p. 2%39. iss Lohen comments: "It is anparent thet in his
active patrliotism during the World War he wes very much
sware thet the Catholic Church still had to prove her Amer:-
canism to some of the Matlon's citizens"(p. 14P). Cibbons
wrote Irsland on Dec, 31, 1917: "I am tryving to do a2ll thsat
I can that the Church may be of full service to the country
durdng these trying days, and that no ground will be left
efter the ordeal is over upon which the enemies of the Church
mlizht endesvor to raise up unfalr charges against her." P,

2&9'
L8, :
Ibid., p. 247, citing LC, Wilson Papers, Cct. 6, 1917.
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and state amiceblg move in pesrallel lines, helping one
another in their respective fleld; of 1abor.“h9

American Catholies, mindful of the numerous nativist
revivals, accusgd of harboring forelgn alleglences, and
cognizant oflgggrminority position, reacted by a vocal
and solid committment to the Amerlcan national goals.
Whatever remained of the nationality mévements within tﬁe
Church wera guickly abrogated in favor of the pmerican
unity. The insecure and lgrgely'immigrant Church had to
vrove its loyalty. .

In another sense, however, the Cetholic Church in
America reacted vositively to the crisis. Ten years pre-
viovsly the American Church had been removéd from 1ts
status ss a missionary church (November 3, 1908). This
nrestige, plus the rising nationalism of Americans in gen-
ersel eftsr the Spanish-American War, 1lncressed the self-
esteem of Ameriéan Catholic citizens, making most of them
think of themselves as Amerlcans first, and not merely as
members of this or that national group.50

American nationallsm, reaction to nativist hostility,
end the strong, unequivocal stand of the American hlerarchy
contributed greastly to unify Cetholic opinion and sction
during the early months of the war. The hlerarchy saw the

immedlate necessity of central organizetion. Under the

L9sohen, “Nationalism,” pp. 176-177.

%0cr. Theodore Roemer, The Catholic Chureh in the
"nited States (St, Louls: R, Herder Book CG., 196l}), P« 322.
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chairmanship of Father John J. Burke, CSP, a national
meeting wes held on August 11-12, 1917, st the Catholile
University of American in Washington, D.C. Here the National
Catholic War Councll (NCWC) was esbablished to coordinate
every phase of Cathollec war work from helving Chaplains to
promoting war-loan drives. Several committees were founded
to provide specific services. Four prominent blshops were
invited to serve on the exescutive or administrative commlt-
tee: Peter J. Nuldoon of Rockford, Joseph Schrembs of
Toledo, %11llam T. RBussell of Charleston, and Patrlck J.
Hayes, Auxllisry Bishop of Wew York. On January 12, 1918
fibbons edvised them thet their task "will be to direct

and control with the aid of the ordinaries (bishops and
local superiors of rgligious orders), all Cathollc activi-

ties 1in the war."2+

REACTION AT 3T. NEINRAD

How to reconclle American loyalty and céncern for the
0ld country and relatives still 1living there bothered some
of the monks. Maurus Ohligslager, & frater at the time,
hed the impression that "the priests and brothers were trus
Americans; they were loval and supported the war effort.”
Yet, "a few of the o0ld fathers and brotﬁers whose senti-
ment was with the Cermans were prudent and didn't prose-

1ytize; they kept opinions to themselves."22 These older

5lmi11s, Gibbons, IT, op. 2li2-23,

52wgurus Chligslapger, Intervliew, January 30, 1970.
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monks had been awey from the mainstream of American life,
"so they were still very Cerman in custom and outlook.
Thelr motlves for emlgrating were religious; they came to
be monks, to serve God 1In miasionary work."53 This holds
the key to understanding much of whaf follows. The major-
ity of the monl's were very spiritusl men whose one driving
force was the advancement of religidn In themselves and in
others. The olcder priests had come into thls country to
help minister to the spiritual needs of the German communi-
ties. At leazst one member of the community, Abbot Athana-
slus; had entered this country both as s candidete for the
priesthood and as a politicel refupgee from Ravarla. He had
left his netive lend 1In order to éscape compulsory military
gervice., Tis peagsant father could not afford to provide
the necessary exnenses for one yaar of voluntary service.
The elternative wes to spend three years in the army and
risk loasing his vocation. In 1883 he secretly left Gérmany
for the United States, recelving cltlzenship papers in
1808, 5

The war produced "a strained situetion" with sympathy
¢irected toward the Cermans and loyalty toward America. But
throughout the turmoil "a fine level-headedness" prevailed.55

Several factors were responsible for thils state of affailrs.

%31p14.,

,5uKleber, St. Meinrad, p. L19,

55Ignatius Esser, Corresvondence, July 1ll, 1969.
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The Abbot wisely heeded the friendly warnings of 1916 and
the community followed suit. Moreover, he appointed two
copeble monks to represent him and the monastery whenever
federal agents needed elther informetion or assistance.
Both Fathers Columban Thuls and Dominic Barthel served
well in this capactty.56

Other American Benedictine abbeys faced close scru-
tiny because of their German originﬁ and oftentimes pre-
dominantly Cerman-speaking culture and customs. At Con-
certion Abbey 1n NMissourl 1oca1Acitizeﬁs hsd reported to
the Secret Service that eye witﬁesses had- seen trucks back-
ing up to the Abbey where weapons were being stored for
future use against the United States. Government officilals
investlgated the reports and found nothing.57 Abbot Atha-
nasius feared similar measures at St. Welnrad. Yowever,
Father Columban essured the Abbot that American public
officlels were most considerate and should be dealt.with

openly on all problems.58

5601 umban Thuis, Interview, October 7, 1969.

: 57Tbid Gther abbéys faced similar situations: cf.
what AbLOE Cswald Reran of St. Vartin's Abbey in Lacey,
“ashington wrote to Abbot Peter Engel of St. John's Abbey
in Collegeville, Minn. on May 21, 1917: "I have heard
lately that three or four of the Bened’ ctines of Xt Angel
(near Portland, Ore.) have been too outsnoken in their
sentiments of the wor. SZome detectives are surnposed to
have overheard thelr statements in nublic and nrivate gnd
now there 1s strong sentiment sgainst them; so much so,
that threats have been made by the A.P.A. to blow up the
institution. Perhaps the statement 1s exargerated and
there may be little to it." See also Peter Peckman, Kansas
¥onks (Atchison: Abbey Student Press, 1957), pp. 238-237,

581 p1a.
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.Rumors shortly began to circulate that a wireless
statlion at the Abbey was being used by six monks to relsay
messages to Germany, messages harmful to the Uniﬁed States.
In fact, a small recelving set, quite novel for the time,
could hardly relay messages across the Atlantic, even if
1t could transmit. Nevertheless, a delegstlion was formed
at the County Seét,ARookport, to investigate. A local
lawyer, Nr. Savage, who was both 1nfluential and friendly
to St. Meinrsd toid them qﬁite frankly how foolish@they
were acting. The abbey had no sending station and the most
powerful transmitter, located In Arlington, Virginla, could
not evenureach Europe, With thls ststement the citizens
were satlisfled, though proﬁably somewhat disappolnted that
they had not fqund somé actual espionage.59

3t. Yelnrad was particularly fortunate 1In that 1t was
located in the midst of several German-Americean communities,
" These acted as a buffer zone, Wlth restricted travel, poor
roads, and wartime sctivity, outslders were infrequent and
somewhat suspect. |

The youncer members of the community, the fraters,
seemed very enthusiastlc aboqt.vﬁrious wartime, patriotic

celsabrations. In the Fraterstbck there ares ssveral casual

comments, "In addition to our Red Cross TFlag which hangs
on the bulletin board as a sign that the fraters are members

of that military arm, we now have & little badge to be worn

591114,
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by the senior (the oldest in time of service)"--Jan. 13,
19018, April 6, 1918, the annlversary of the Declaration

of 'Yar, was announced by flve minutes of whistles and

bells. This day also opened the Third Liberty Loan Cam-
paién. on Avril 23, 1918 flap raising exerclses were held
on the Abbey grounds.v After the Abbot blessed the flag,

¥r. Kreuzberger, a lewyer from Evansville, gave a patriotic
speech emphasizing that & Cathollc can also be a good patri-
ot. Citizens from the town of St. Meinrad, as well as other
nelghboring towns, aﬁtended, but "some of those, not bseing
accustomed to such a Cathollc atmosphere, would not awailt
the end of ¥r. Kreuzberger's speech." An unknown backwoods
tand, consistlng of a tin flute, two drums, and one bass
drum, gave a recital afterwards. Three days later the
President ordered & helf-day holiday in honor of the Third
Liberty Loan. Father Columban Brought out the bsnd and
Father Aupustine shot a small cennon according to the music,
‘Cn September 7 Frater Natthew Preske of Evansville was
visibed by four of his_eight brothers, who had been called

to the colors. "Fach one,” stated the Fraterstock, Mis

more robust than the other. Surely we shall win the war."
Various members of the community performed patriotic
dutles befitting thelr particular caspacities. The follow-

ing chapters document and describe their activities,
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CHAPTER IV

3T, NEINRAD AND WAR ACTIVITIES

Since St. ¥einrad wes known chlefly to the outside
world as a school rather than as a seminary or monastery,
frequent anpeals arrived asking for involvement in this or

that program.

SELECTIVE SERVICE
When Amerlica entered the era of‘armed neutrality, she
had only a small volunteer standing srmy. Immsdilately,
there began preparations for an army of at least 500,000.
Bitter debates 1n'Congress occurred when President Wiilson
presented a proposal of “universal l1ability to service”
a8 the basls for thls fecrce. Conscrivtion was odlous among
Americans, there being "precious little difference between
a conscript aﬁd e convict™ according toASoeaker Clark of
Kissouri.eo‘ Desplte such rhetoric the Selective Service Act
(", R, 3545) was signed on May 18, 1917. Tocal boards took
care of reglstration and peper-work to avoid overcrowding
the Capltol and to continue the American ideal of de-central-
1zat10n.61
Section li of the Selective Service Act specifically

exempted "regulsr or duly ordeined ministers of religion,

60Paxson, ‘Americhn Democracy, II, D. L.

611b1d., 11, pp. 4=9, 99. On page 100 he notes that
thers were 1557 local boards which reglstered some 9,586,508
men between the ages of 21-30 on the fifth day of June.
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students who at the time of approval of this Act are pre-
paring for the ministry in recognized theologlcal or divin-
ity schools.”™ Both students and faculty at St. Meinrad
could rejoice and relax.

7o ensure efficlient compllance with all laws, the
Co-ad jutor Bishop of Indlianapolis, Joseph Chartrand, sent

Instructions and wafnings to Abbot Athanasius on May 31,

1917:

As the laws concerning reglstration are ver
strict, 2ll must reglster on the day appointed
--gl]l from 21-30 included. The students muat
register down there., They sign thelr names,
and efter them, elther minister of relleion

or student preparing for the minlatry In St.
Meinraed's Theologclcal Semlnary. All priests
and stuvdents, everyone from 21-30 lncluded
rmst rezister., 62. -

During the followlng summer each divinlty student
received instructlons from the govermment to flle two
affidavits with the local draft board. Cne the student
signed before a notary public; the other the president or
dean siﬁned.‘ Father Gregory Bechtold, Rector of the NMajor

Seminary, dillpgently performed this duty.65 Oftentimes,

6241 tetters, Chartrand to Athanasius, ¥ay 31, 1917.
Althourh Blshop Francls Silas Chatard was still allve at
thias time, most edministrative dutles were assumed by Char-
trand beceuse of the former's 1llness. He dled on Sept. 7,
1918, Chaertrand had been Co-adjutor Bilshop for eight vears.
e died 1In 19%3%, The dlocese of Vincenres had been trans-
ferred to Indlanapolis in 1698,

6535 rector, Father Gregory held a post squlvslent to
a2 presldent. £t thls time the seminary had a six-six
system of edvcation. The first six years (¥inor Seminary)
included four years of high school and two years of colleqe.
The second six years (Major Seminary) included the last two
yeers of college and four years of theology.
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frantic noticea were sent by students who Aild not understand
the requirements or whose mail had been delayed. Only ten
days were allowed to produce affidavits supporting clerical
eiemption. The c¢lerk of the Spencer Circult Court, Lewis
Woolfolk, sent a note of thanks to Abbot Athsnasius for hils
help in facilitating administration of the draft, thus sav=-
ing the board sxtras work. He further mentionsd that St.
¥einrad students would be given amble time to apvear bafore
the local board.6h A silmilar extension was given to students
who were returning from Christmas vecatlon snd were required
to reglster and file queationnaires.sS

To clessify divinity students or miniﬁtera was 2 simple
matter. But to properly categorize e 'lay brother' proved a
perplexing matter for Abbot Athanasius. He wrote Bishop
Chartrand, who, in turn, sugrested that he get "some infor-
mation from the monasteries.”66 A dsy later words more
encouraging were sent: "If you write to the Brothers of
Mercy, you can get all the 1nformation."67 This had been
sugrested to the blshop of Indlanapolis by the Provincial of
the Sacred HWeart Rrothers who also mentioned that several
Brother-Provincials were presently discussing the problem in

Mashington.

ﬁhwWI Letters, Auwg. 1%, 1917, Woolford to Athanasius.
Occasionally there were compllcaetions, e.g., Frater Faurus
had been recuperating in & hospital during the surmer and
was tardy returning necessary forms, camslng some tension.

851v14., Dec. 20, 1917.

661b1d., Dec. 19, 1917, Chartrand to Athanasius.

éT1p14., Dec. 20, 1917, Chartrand to Athanasius.
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On the first day of the new yesar the Abbot telegrammed
Father Lewls J. O'Hesrn of the Catholic Army and Navy Bureau

in Wsshington and asked: "Are professed brothers of mona-

9"68

steries as ministers of relliglon exempt from Draft
O'Hern thought that they were, but sought official confir-
mation. An undated, unsigned mimeographed document, seem-

ingly official, stated:

According to recent decisions of the War
Dapartment, Brothers in Religious Orders
and Congregations are classed as Minlsters
of Relirion, and a3 such are entltlsd to
exemption from military service under the
proviaions of the 8elective Service Repgu-
lations {Drsft Law). 69

The notice continued, giving specific information and
answers often of a technlcal nature. After this the pro-

blem was solved and there was no further consternation.

DRAPT LEGISTATION

The executive coﬁﬁittee of the NCWC tried to keep the
Catholic hilersrchy informed about varlous developments in
Wasbingtoﬁ pollitics. In late January this news item sppear-
ed in theilr bulletin: |

Senator Chamberlaln, Chsirman of the Mili-
tary Affalrs Commlttee, assured us that ao
far as he knew there was no lntention of
removing dlvinity students from the exemp-
ted class. The blll is to be drafted by
the War Depertment. Our Judgment 1s that
the present exemption will remalin in force.
The matter wlll be closely watched, as the

681b1d., Jan. 1, 1918, Athanasius to O'Hern; reply

ssnt Jan. 5.

69Ibid., ?, ?« This ruling had been secured from the
War Department by Br. Clementius, a Christian Brother.
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removal of the exemptlon would work such
great injury to church and country. 70

Tn order to have ready and accurate facts the NCWC
requested information concerning the number and aées of
students enrolled in Cstholic seminaries. L Opposition
to exemptions for divinity students increased when 1t
became known that more man-power was needed to fight the
war. Two alternatlves presented themselves: 1) enlarge
the age-group; 2) induct those deferred and exempted.
Sentimental reasons had kept boys under twenty-one who

could not vote from being called into the service.72 Dur-

ing the debate over the issue of exempting divinity students
forceful arguments were presented in favor of continuing
former legislation and the case was won. The Secretary of
the YCWC, Walter Hooke, remarked with s sipgh:

It was a blessing we had such a hard fight.

We were strongest when apnarently defeated

and the fact that there was so much opposi-

tion enabled us to present our arguments in

favor of exemotion more forcibly. 73
Joint Resolution 12li, approved by the President on ¥ay 20,
1918 became known as the "Twenty-one-ysar-old Bill." It
directed dilvinity students who were twentyv-one to regilster

on June 5 and their clalims for exemption would be cc'mssiduar-eod.'7l~L

T01bid., Jan. 22, 1918, NC®C to Atheanasius.
711bid.,ﬂ?ﬁskﬁooke to St. Meinrad Seminary.

72Paxson, American Democracy, II, pp. 355-356.

T5NT Letters, May 23, 1918, Hooke to Athanasius. Cf.
p. }9 for further mention of why there was severe opposition.

7h?axson, " American Democracy,” II, p. 249.
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The matter was not yet completely settled. Manpower
needs for 1919 demanded more Class I eligibles in the draft
lottery. The June 5, 1918 registration yielded only
1,865 new nemes. By August 2L another 159,161 names had
been added to the list, This wes insufficlient for projec-
ted needs. Thus another bill wes passed (The 1B-L;5 Draft
Rill) on August 31, increasing by 2%fmillion the Class I
effectives. 75 |

The committee on Natlonal Catholic Interests of the
MCHC planned to have the bill amended to provide specifi-
cally for exemption of theological students, but this
proved to be Impossible. Military necessities of the Nation
vould permit no further delay in pessing thls measure. John
J. Purke, representative of the NC¥C, communicated with the
Secretary of War, Baker, who finally ruled (Sept. 13) that
exemptions would be‘honoreq. He gaked only "good faith on
the prert of the registrant that he Intended to studéy for
the‘priesthood.“76 This communigque, however, was to remain
"strictly confidential” and "should not under any circum-
stances receive publicity 6f eny kind." Burke himself.
cautionsd that if any board refused to grant exemption, the
reglstrant should appeal immedlately and the Washington
offlce would be at *is dlsposal. Secrscy would hopefully

curtail outbursts by opponents to clericsl sxemotion,

751v14., 1I, bp. 355-358,

76NTI Tetters, Sept. 17, 1918, Burke to Tuke fruwe.
Burke was chairman of the Speclal VWar Activities Committes.
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This documentation shows how concerned both religious
and civil leaders were over the draft situation. More men
were always neéded, but where would they come from? For-
~ tunately for both the Church in general and St. Melnrad in
particular a satisfactory solution wass privately asccented
by the NCWC and the War Department. Both sides felt pres-
sure from various points.b In the final anslysis, however,
external influences ylelded to practicality: 1in order to
keep necessary church support.the government would have to
recognize certein ecclesiastical privileges, like exemption

from the draft. An amicable union resulted.

" GOVERNMENT REGUESTS

During the short twenty months of active fighting,

the government sbent much time and energy centralizing '
bureeus and departments 1n order to provide efficlency and
structure, not to mantioned snarledlrod taps, To the dls-
tant Washington offices St. Melnrad was one of many small,
independent colleres. Therefors, 1t received occssaional
roquests from the Waf Department to provide such 1nforma~
tion as might be valusble to military ordnance, e.g.'drawm
ings, professors or research nrojects,77 Needlesslto 88y,
little assistance'along these lines was forthcoming from

- St, Meinrad.

0ther requests had immedlete import, however. In late

April 1618 the Department of Labor asked officisls to appoint

T1v14., FMeb. 3, 1918; Sept. L, 1918,
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an Enrollment Officer to handle student summer employment.
The ides was to place these students on farms during the
summer months when extrsa hands were,needed to help with
plenting and harvesting.78,

.With pastoral diligence and concern, Abbot Athanasius
replied that most of thelr students slready lived on farms
or worked on relative's farms until they reached major
orders. At thils point they devoted thelr energles to
teschling Christisn doctrine and minlstering to the faith-
ful. Althourh the Abbot could see no regson to anpoint an
Enrollment 6fficer, he nevertheless closed hls letter to
the Director of the Indiéna Department of Labor wlth some
petriotic words: "We will encourage them (the students) to
double thelr zesl and enersy in seving and pfoducing food
material in this crisls and we know that everyone #111 do

his shsre to win the War."79

MILITARY TEAINING FOR COLLEOE MEN

During the summer of 1918 most American coileges parti-
cipated in military trsining programs. These sixty-day ses-
sions were devoted both to physicel conditloning snd to mil-

itary scienca,go Since St. NMeinrad educated only "students

TC1via., april 11, 20, 29, 30; Fay 2.
19Ivida., May 6, 1918, AtHanastus® to M,F., Squibb.

8OIbid., Aur. 3%, 1918, Richard C. ¥aclaurin, War Dept.
(Committee on Fducetion and Speéial Training) to Athanssius.
Thies report was "strictly confidentiel." The program,
titled SATC (Student's Army Training Corps), was suthorized
under sections 1,2,8,9 of the Selective Act of May 18, 1917,
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preparing for the sacred ministry exclusively," they had
neithar ROTC (Reserve Officer Training Corps) nor eny desire
to participate In the summer SATC (Studentfs Army Tralning
Corps ) program at Fort Sherldan near Chicago. This, how-
ever, did not deter various govermment functionaries from
repeatedly sending hasty memos demanding information on the
extent of St. Felnred involvement in military training.tl
One &t. Neinrad student, Glenn Fintan Walker of Indi-

anapolls, sorehow learned of this summer SATC program in
Chicapo. He asked:

Does tnis invitation (to participate)

include the Seminary and 1f so I would

like to be among those selected to repre-

aent the Seminary., I believe the short

training would benefit my health . ., . . 82
After expleining that pertlcipation in this program would
constitute enlistment and subsequent cancellation of an
exempt status, Abbot Athanaslius suggested:

In studying over your case, 1t would perhaps

be a good 1idea to dlscontinue your theologlcal

studies and Join the army. It might be best

for your physical welfare. Leasve all to God

and He will take care of you. 83

Apvarently this student had been 111 during this term

of study at 3t. Neinrad. It 1s difflcult to understand why
army life with 1ts own particular rigors and dangers, not

the least of which would be the trenches of Europe, would

811p14., July 2, 3, 9, 1%, 15, 16, 30; Aug. 3, 20, 29,
20; Sept. 7, 10, 11, 19, 2l, 25, 1918, '

BEIbid., July 11, 1918, Walker to Athanasius.

831b14., July 15, 1918, Athanasius to welker.
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benefit hié health. Perhaps there were other reasons why
the Abbot readlly suggested entrance into the army. These,

howevaer, he did not elaborate upon.

FOOD TATIONING

Providing the.Allies and American forces in Europe with
sufficlent food stuffs, especially meat and whest, became
one of the most important phases of the war effort. Every
American was encouraged to ration and save as much as possi-
ble for thé fishting men, Both the monks living at St,
¥elnred and those zsventeen or so Benedictines sefving in
various parishes in Indiana did their share in promoting
and encouraglng cooperstion with the government directives.

The prlests living iIn psrishes frequently received
letters and memos from varlous orgsnlzations esking their
services in communicating reguiation& and suggestions, In
February of 1918 they received a lengthy memorandum from
the cheirman of the Committee on MNorals (State Council of
Dsfense), Albert B, Storms, who asked the "Ministers and
Churches of Indisns" "to bring to (their) people a sense
of the pastrlotlc obliratlions to cooperate with the govern-
ment in this critical hour."Sh

He offered three suggrestions whereby this hight be
accomplished: 1) increase agricultural goods; 2) conserve
essential foods that can be sent abroad; and 3) be thrifty

by purchasing bonds and stamps. He then added:

8hrn1g., Peb. 19, 1918, Storms to Finisters and Churches
of Indiana.
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e mugt appreciate the psychologlcal effect
of emphasizing repeatedly our dependence
upon Divine Providence. ™e dare not claim
ffod as our partner in this terrific struggle
end we must rather denounce as 1lnsolent and
blasphemous such clelm on the part of the
fterman Kalser; but we must be deevly con-
cerned-to know that we are on God's side and
that we are not governed by provincisl pre-
judice or natlonal selfishness but are yleld-
inpgy rather, to the imperiovs demands of
ethical ldeals that will stand the test
before the bar of History, whlch is, in the
last analysis, the judgment of God.

The U. S. Food Administrator slso requested the clergy
to entichten thelr congregations 6n policlieas sassentisl to
full production of sufficlent food stuffs for both our-
gslves gnd our ailies.85 In the autumn . E. Earnard, the
M, '8, FTood Administrator for Indlsna, wrote to the Churches
wishing them to publically reasd Herbert Hoover's food mes-
sepe to the American people.86
| During this world conflict thers was de facto little
separation of Church and State, that 1s, both grouwps served
esech other insofar as this-%as necesssry to ensure effective
prosecution of the war, Just as the government exempted the
clergy and divinity students from the draft, the churches
provided education, admonitions, and enoouragemenﬁ for the
laity to save food and to buy bonds and stamps., The nation-

al emergency nroduced unusual rapvort and cooperation.

There is no reason to doubt that the ovriestz of 3t.

851v1d., ¥ar. 23, 1918, US Food Administrator to the
Clercy.

86

Hoover was 'S Yood Administrator during the wer,

Toid., Vov,., 1li, 1918, Rernard to Ministers in Indians. .
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Meinrad who were serving on parlsh assignments dld thelr
natriotic duty in the pulpitf Surely, fear of retaella-
tion and susplicion, or even threatening letters, would
encourage full executlon of government requests,

The school and monastery also entered int§ the spirit
of national avsterity and ssacrifice. The Abbot, concerned
over federal food regulatlons, once sent Yathers Peter
Sénder and Dominic Barthel to Indisnapolis to confer with
¥r, Barnard of the Indlisna Food Administration about the
meaning of meatless and wheatless days and per caplta con-
sumption for such an institutlon as St. Meinrad.87

A few weeks prior to this visit, St. Meinrad had
recelved a notice to flle a report card for the month of
Merch from George W. June, Chairman of Hotel and Restsau~
rant Division of the Food Administration§8 Thils first offl-
clial instruction caused much snxiety at the time. Not only
were represcentgtives sent to Indlenapolls, but also s
lengthy letter was sent to the Federal 'ood Administration
Flving bofh the desired report and prudently askéng for all
current legislation and regulations:

e « » We kindly ask you, 1in view of our
acting in bona fide in this mastter, to over-
look any inaccurascy on our part to comply

with whet seems to be the requirements as
indicated by vour card questionairre (sic).

- ‘
“Trvbia., Apr., 1918, penciled instructlons.

Bglbid., Mar., 29, 1917, June to St, Meinrad.
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e« « « We deslire to cooperate in any way pos-
sitlse with the government in these cdays of
severe trismls, as the sense of duty demands..

« < « We have voluntarily observed in our

community dining hall (73 persons) during

the month of March, 18 meatless days and in

addition to these 18 meatless meals, =

total of 72 meatless meals out of 93 meals;

and in the dining halls of the student body

and working men ?202 persons) we have ob-

served in March,& meatless deys and besides

these 18 meatless meals, a totel of 2

meatleas meals out of 93. Thus we have

saved approximately 2200 1lbs. of meat and

used 1€00 1lbs. of meat in Narch.

e« « « the flour consumed by us 1is fiour mil-

led from wheat reised on our own ferm and

was milled seversl months ago. By using corn-

bread in Varch we have saved spproximately

950 1lbs. and used %050 lbs. of flour. 89
This represents quite a little sscrifice on the part of
both monks and students. Only twenty-one mesls during the
whole month of March were served with meat to the monks.
This, however, can more readily be understood if we recall
thet this was the lenten sesson. Traditionally,a time of
penance and especlally of abstinence from meat, 1t was not
st all uncommon to abstain from meat twice each week and to
eet meat only at the main mesl, thuvs preserving the fast
regulations of both the Church and the Congregation to which
St. Meinred belonred. Although this significant saving of
meat was not done primarlly for patriotic reasons; 1t never-
theléss :provided more nourishment for the arméd forces.

Since he hsd received no authoritative revlies from

¥ashington, the Abbot wrote John Cavanaugh, President of

SgIbid., Apr. 11, 1618, St. Meinred to Food Administra-

rgm———

tor.
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Notréobmme niversity, hop}ng that he could find the proper
requirementa. This he quickly did. The brothers in the
bakery complied and began following the fedérsl regulations
which required twenty-five percent flour substitute in all

[ BUR IR

breads. {The new Krlegsbrot, as they called it, also had

more generlc names: Brot aus Welzen-und Maismehl and Brot

sus Velzen-und Eeismehl.9oj

In September Father Celestlne wrote Mr. Barnard and
thanked him for the courteous treatment he had given them
in recent months. In closing, he sald, "We have besn very
cooperative In wer activitles in every respect and will

continue to do all we cen to win the war."91

BONDS AN WAR SAVINGS/ LOANS

During the early dsys of the conflict treasury offi-
cisls were hard pressed to find an acceptabls way to fin-
ance immediate loans., They had no sssurance that the citi-
zens would suvport such an undertaking. Initial anxlety
was rénidly replaced with currency when all Amerilcans saw
the ebsolute reed for their cooperation. |

In addition to contributing to liberty bond drives, St.
Melnrad elso provided speakers who would exhort citizens to
buy bonds. Nnly those who were good speskers were chosen to

do this sorvicel92 Fathera Columban Thuls and Dominle

9oIb1d., Apr. 15, 1918, Athanasius to Cavanaugh; reply
Aor, 19, Feclpes found on penciled sheets in srchives.

911vid., Sept. 17, 1918, Peter  to Bermard.:.

921p14., Anselm Schasf, Interview, Jan. 16, 1970.
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Barthel volunteered snd spoke at verlous bond ralsing ral-
lies throuvghout the disériésc. Father Columban on occssion
was a featured spesker. At varlous times one or other mem-
bers of the communlty would makq tofficlal' appearances as
representatives of St. Meinrad.93 The Bensdictines on par-
ish were also falthful, "preachling that patriotism is a duty
of reliéione”gh During Liberty TLoan campaigns cétebrations
were sometimes held on the'seminary grounds, complete with
orchestra and csnnon. On April 6, 1918, the first anniver-
sary of the Declarstion of ¥War, the Abbey whistles and bells
gave a filve-mlnute salute announcing the opening o6f the
Third Tiverty Loan campaign.95

Throurhout the war many appesls were sent to St. Meln-
rad seeking coopsration for future bond ralles, The presi-
dent of the Church Federation of Indiens, Morton C. Pearson,
who had been on the State Advisory Committee for the Second
Liberty Loan, asked each minister to "enthusiastically use
svery public ocesslon in his Church to encourage the peonle
to respond to this call of the government.”96 Walter S.
Creenough, Director of Publliclty for the Treasury Depart-
ment followed Vr., Pearson's lead 1n addressing all the

"Indiana Pastors™ to be inspirational leaders "until

93rraterstock, Sent. 29, 1918; July l, 1918; also
Columban Thuls, iInterview, Oct. 7, 1969. :

9h€olumban Thuis, Interview, Oct. 7, 1969.
9vraterstock, Anril 6, 1918,

96uy1 Tetters, Sept. 10, 1918, Pearson to Ministers.
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the loan 1is completed."97 TLikewliae, the Chairman of the
Committee on Public Morals (State Council of Defenss), |
Allen 2. Philputt wrote to the mlnisters: ". . . begin
next Sunday, September 15, to put your peoﬁlo in ; frame
of mind to do thelr very best. . . ; In this grest patri-
otic duty the minlsters and the churches must not fail,
The‘government depends greatly upon us."98 Nearly every
nogslble means was used to encourage, 1f not subtly coerce,
churchmen to effectively use thelr persuasive-rhotoric and

patrlotism to raise needed monles.

971b1d., Sept. 11, 1918, Greenough to Indlana Pastors.

981v1d., Sept. 11, 1918, Philputt to Minlsters and
Churches of Indilana.
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CHAPTER V

CHAPLAINCY RTUESTION

During Wilson's preparedness campalgn in the spring of
1917 the Ameriéan hierarchy became aware of the acute short-
age of Catholic chaplains for the militery. Lewis J, O'Hern,
who had esrlier been appointed to take charge of.matters
concerning the Armed TForces, submitted this pesslimlistic
rencrt and further explained how difficult it was to find
gnalified cghaplalns. 1In resnonse, the gathered prelates
passed a motion agreolng to help increase ths Catholic coﬁ-
mitments .99 |

0'"Y9ern officlally communicated with St. Meinrad in
Movember. Fe wanted chaplain recrults to f11ll the nswly
created posltions in the services. He preséribed four con-
d3tions in order to qualify: 1) under forty and physicaliy
sound; 2) American citlizen by blrth or full naturalization;
%) if naturalized, his birthplace be in no enemy territory;
and 1) a recommendation from his Ordinery, l.e. superior or

bishop.loo

Yo immedlists response was forthcoming. St. Meinrad at
this time had only twenty-four men under forty; fifteen of

these were professors, not easlily replaced, at St. Nelnrad

9981118, 0Cibbons, II, p. 23},

1OOWWI Letters, Nov. 26, 1917, O'Hern to Athanasius.
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or at Jasper Academy. The nine remalning men were situ-
ated in various parishes and missions.10l
In January the Txecutive Commlttee of the NCWC pub-

lis™ed a pamphlet describing crucial lssues facing the
Catholle Church on sccount of wartime pressures. Sup-
plying the military with sufficient chaplalins to minister
to the spiritual needs of the soldiers had priority:

« « « many of our brave men, according to

preaent prospects, will have to face death

without the help of a priest to orepare

for the ordesal, This 1ls not fair to those

who are defending us and the honor of our

country. In this crises, our soldlers and

gsailors are entitled to the vnreference;

and it 1s rot too much to ask our diloceses

to undergo some resl privation, 1f neces-

sary, in order to spare prlests to minister

to men who willl soon encounter the perlls

of war., 102
The statistlics were not encouraging, especlally if Senate
R111 2917 psssed. This Act would put the ratio of chap-
lains to soldiers at 1-1200, thus burdening the prelates
of the Catholic Church to produce another ;50 chaplains,
posslbly more 1f the retlo of Cethollics continued to in-
creassd hs 1t hed been. At the Januery meeting, however,
only an sdditicnal }0 were immediately needed.

Patrick Vayes, Auxillary Bishop of Wew Vork and M1l1-

tary Ordinary, sent a speclal memo to relislious houses of

men admonishing those who were not "represented in the

10lorgo Divint 0ffictl, 1918, pp. 100-101--the offi-
clsl directory of Swiss-American Benedictlnes.

102yt Letters, Jan., 22, 1918, NCXC to Hierarchy of
the Tnited States.
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Chaplains' Corps 1n proportion to the number of prilests in
their respectilve bodies."103 1 continues, "At::the very

lesst, the Rellglous should provide nearly one hundred

cheplains more, for present needs." Finally, he warns

It a%tso should be born in mind that a senti-
ment 1s now 1in the formling and 1s spreading
all too generz2lly in favor of universal mil-
itery training and service, MNembers of Con-
gress are asking why the cleryy seek exemp-
tion from milltary duty, and why do not the
Amerlcar priests follow the example of thelr
brothers in Europe bhesaring erms as common
scldlers. Only a quick snd ready offering
of chaplains to the Zovernment wlll be able
to offset this movement, snd furnish a strong
argument to save ouvr seminarianrs and novices
from the epproachlng draft.

* . L4 . . L3 *

¥avy I then ask you to send.me withaut deiay
the nsme of one (1)} of your priests who
micht serve as chaplaln during the perlod
of wer,

Ld

Desnite the urpency of this appesl, so melodramatic
In content, there 1s no documented evidence thet the Abbot
ever acknowledged'the Crdinary's demand for a 'pesace-
offering! in the form of a chaplain-recruit, This is sore-
what surprising since ncarly‘every other_important request
had immedlate resronse. Perhaps,rthe Atbot chose to lgnore
the demand, hnoping 1t would go away. éerhaps other houses
for relicious, not so deeply commltted ﬁo apostolates, could
furnish the needed chavlains., .

Four months later another urgent ap@eal calling for an
additional 320 prlests was sent by Blshop Hayes. He trited

to exhort compliance wlth his wishes by noting that in one

1031h14., Peb. 11, 1914, Hayes to Athanasius.
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day slone the Protestant denominations had turned in 600
applications. 1nless there were more Catholic volunteers,
thelr pleces would be fi1lled with Protestants. Wecessity
required all bishops and raligidus orders to "double the
number they were allotted in the first draft." Moreover,
trese names hed to be sent as soon as possible.loh Bishop
Haves was somewhat dlsadvantaged by the fact that he could
not fo;ce other bishops to meet his demands. He had to
rely on thelr good will and patriotism. Of course, outside
influences, like reputation,and suapicion of disloyalty, head
their subtle effects and encouraged complianes in some places.
Less than two weeks later, on July 5, Bishop Charfrand

related to Abbot Athanaslius how grave the situastion had
become. Fe himself planned to send two men immediately. He
felt that St. Veinrad should at least send one man "for the
reputgtion of the placee"105 Another anxlcus letter followed:

Since I last wrote vou, the Apostolic Dele-

rate has telegraphed all Bishops sbout the

seriousness of the Chgplaln guestion. Vou

must send et least one, snd it must be done

at once, TI you select Fr. Aloysius, I

cennot object. That will hzmper me, but if

he is your choice; then lesve him go, but
fmmedirtely. The matter 1s most grave. 106

Father Aloyslius Filscher, s native of Ferdinand,; Indians, was
vresently serving a parish in Indianapolis, For one reason

or another he was not sent. However, & month lster in

10Lrp1d., June 2l, 1918, Wering to Athanssius.
105

'106
I%i1d., July 16, 1918, Chertrand to Athanasius.

Ibid., July 5, 1918, Chartrand to Athanasius.
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August Father Leander Schnelder,; a professor at the aca-
demy in Jsaper, volunteered:

T herewith wish to most sincerely offer my
services to the government and the good of
our cathollc soldiers who have been called
to the colors. Thls was my sincere desire
for qulte a length of time. . . . At any
rate feeling the urgent need of chaplains
for our soldiers st this time when things
are retting rather serious, I could not
forglve myself later on for not at least
offering to render my services. 147

Poor health had earlier held him back from volunteering.
He felt that after & small operation he could otherwise

pass the physicsal examination.lo8

- He was still young,
only thirty-four, and a native-born American of Swiss
parentage. He grew up in Tell City, not far from the

Abtey on the Chio River.

sewt

The Abbot quickly ilent| his approval on the 2lst of
Avrust. To this, Father Lieander replied somewhat romanti-
cally, "I gladly accept the appointment for which I voiunw
teersd cheerfully. Equally gladly will T bring the great
sscrifice involved in thet position."109

On October 11 Abbot Athanasius sent "To whom 1t may
concern™ an affidavit stating both Father Leander's compe=
tence and background:

This 1s to certify that Rev. Leander Schnei-

der, 0.5.B., who hss volunteered to serve as
chaplaln iIn the United States Army, has

1071bid., Aug. 17, 1918, Leender to Athsnasius.,

1081144,

1091v14., Aug. 30, 1918, Leander to Athanasius.
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pursued classical and theologlcal studles
for ten (1Q) years (1902-1912) at St. Mein-
red's Seminary, a&s preparstion to the
priesthood; graduating with high honors.
During this time he has proven to be of
excellent character, fine manners and of
g 100% conduct. His scilentific standing
was of a high decree--9L4%. e wish him
all success and God's cholcest blessings.
110
Within a short time Father Leander mildly compnlained
about all the "red tape,”" but generally he kept enthusi-'
sstlic and con.f.‘ident.l11 The Army sent him to Indianano-
1lis for a medical examination, which he belleved would be
favorable. In the same letter, however, he remarked with
some chagrin, "I am afraid that there will be very few
priests with me. In the present class there are only fif-
teen priests end two-hundred joreachers."lmz
By November 18 no word had yet been recelved regard-
ing hls appolntment as chaplain. Father l.eander then wrote
directly to the Milltary Ordinary, Bishop Hsyes, saying,
". . . should I not hear from them (the Army) by the 27th,
I would have to take up my old occupation again ss teacher 2113

On the 27th a dlsapvointed Father Leander wrote to

the Abbot:
Your letter received. I myself expected
sorething like that. If chaplains were
needdd so badly, I could not see why I
110

Ibid., Oct. 11, 1918, Athanasius to '"Yhom 1t may
concern,”

11
Ibid., Oct. 1lli, 15, 1918, Leander to Athenasius.

1127p14,, Cct. 27, 1918. 1131v14., Wov. 27, 191€,
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had to walt so long after having passed

snd all, Since peace had been declared,

I really d1ld not care anymore whether

or not I could get to go. The work

would be so much hsrder now. 11}
Tather Leander's rémark, "I myself expected something like
that," is cryptic. His long deleys will remain unexplain-
ed. The war ended on the 1llth of November and perhaps that
helps to explain why he was no longer needed. The long
silences from Cardinal Hayeé, howsever, are strange. Regard-~
less of the reamsons, Fathey Lesagnder returned from Fort Ben- |
jamen Harfison where he had been training and resumed his
former occupatlon as tescher at the Jasper Academy.

The sem!nary itself had to readjust to face the cfiti«
cal chaplaincy shortage. Theology courses were accelerated
in order to complefe the nécessary requirements wilthin
three yvears, Iinstesd of the normal four. The bishop of
Indienepolis had encouraged this. Only by ordalning his
men earlier than normally expected could he hope to fulfill
his quota of seven volunteer chaplainss The war ended
before any of these men reached ordinastion (June 10, 1919).115

Undoubtedly, St. Meinrad hesitested ns lons a3 possibvle
before sending‘a candldate for mllitary chaplaincy becruse
éf 1ts strongly missionary cheracter., Its numeroug eposto-

lates--educatlon, Indlang missions, parishes--made any sascri-

fice of manpower dlfficult, if not impossible. HNeither

Whrysa,, wov. 27, 1918.

1151b14., ? , Chartrand to Athenasius; Ignatius
Fsser, Correspondence, July 1l, 1969.
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teachers nor pastors were easily replaced, MNoreover,
the whole atmoavhere around Sft. Meinrad was clear;zeizl
fluenced by spiritusl realities more than by the[&éga%ies]
of the nstion as a whole. The monks were uncommonly
moderate throughout the whole period. Their actions and
what remsins of personal notes and reminiscences suggest
a certain aloofness from tﬁe hard reslities of 1life.
Rether, they emphasized time and again a decidedily pastor-’
al dimension and concern.for man's inner neédso

Perhaps, ealso, the German beckground of many community
members unconsciously preciuded a determined stand for |
fpatentjaction, so characteristic of many clergymen during
“the war, especlally of Protestants. I suSpect, however,
that the lack of vitsl concern over the chavlalincy ques-
tion was more determined by thelr involvement in 'saving
souls'! in present enterprises than by tacit dissgreement
wlth American policy. This is based upon the fact that in
general St. Meinrad coopersted whenever possible with the
authorlties in regard fo the draft, rétioning, ané bond

drives.llé

1160f. Ray Y., Abrams, Preachers Present Arms (Scott-
dele, Pa.: Herald Press, 19509), Thls book, originally
published 1iIn 1933, documents the rather eccentric pattern
of clerlical prophecy and rhetorlc both before, during and
after the European holocaust.
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CHAPTER VI
MATURALIZATION

Yearly fifty percent of the monks (50 of 10K) were
foreign-born; of these 37 Ead emirrated from Germeny. ‘Then
the war commenced some of the lay brothers were found with-
out full naturalization paners. Indiéna passed s law requisx
ring t*second pspers'’, 1.éo full citizenship and voting pri-
vileges, for all 1mmigrants. Soﬁa of the brothers posses;
ged only 'flirst papers' which hed until this time sufficed
for some voting pfivileges, but not full citizenship. At
the Lbbot's request, Father Coluhban gave these men a full
courze in civics and brought them before a judge in Rock=-
nort to be examined by Pedersl agents¢117

Nearly all the brothers passed the first test, but a
few hsd to learn more civics before recelving second papers.
These interrogstions produced a few light moments and somei
genuine irony. Brother Phillp Ketterer, both well-informed
and intelligent, a chef in the monastic kitchen, was rout-
inely asked, "/'here does the Jovernor of the State reside?”
"Ordinarily in Indianepolis, the State Capitsl," he replisd,
"but'at the present time he 1s residing 1in tﬁe Federal peni-
tentisry in Atlanta, feorgias.” 'The examiner, smiling,

turned to the man on his right and remarked, "Pretty cood,

eh?" The fact was the governor had been found guilty of

ll?ﬁolumban Thuis, Interview, October 7, 1969,
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 embezz1ement of state funds and hed been sentenced to
prison as nunishmenti}}éj

To the question "What 1s the function of the Judge?"
one brother somewhat befuddled by the correct answer {(to
interpret the law) because of poor English, replied to the
emugement of all assembled, "The judge 1s supposed to know
the law." The examening U. é. agent turned to the judge
with a smile, "Your Honor, is the answer correct?" The

judge, likewlse grinning, sald, "He is supposed to, but I

don't know if he does."119

1181gnat1us Esser, Correspondence, July 1ll, 1969.
Columban Thuls, Interview, October 7, 1969, relates the
- anecdote a bit Alfférently., After asking the question
sand listening to Brother Phlilip's reply, the court ex-
perienced a "dead silence." And the exeminer passed him
in & hurry and summoned another.

119co1umban Thuis, Interview, Cctober 7, 1969.
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CHAFTER VII
ARIISTICE

The news of the signing of the pesct for
the cessation of hostilities on the part
of the warring powers spread Joy and re-
joicing in the hearts of young and old.
At a quarter to twelve this message reach-
ed St, Meinrad, as once the messars of
the anpels at Bethlehem: "Peace to men
on earth.” Thls eannouncement released
boundless jubllatlon. Cannons were
brought forth from thelr plece of hlding
and burst forth peace. All the bells
(6) in the Abbey Church towers were rung
vigorously in three intervals. Vhere=-
ever there was a steam whiatle 1t was
sounded. Even the old, rusty whistle on
the power plant lent its volce according
to its fashlon. TFlags were displayed and
patriotic songs were sung. In short,
each tried to outdo hils nelghbor in the
sxpresslion of his joy that the terrible
slaughter of men was now over,

Deo Gratias! 120

Frators ‘v—-Ji’

So speaks Father Tuke. The(?raterstock records the

S

gsame incident, but Iinstead of merely rejoicing and praia-

ing Cod, it goes further ". . . a mighty empire is fal-

len., The Xulturkampf receives 1ts due. 'Do not touch

my anointed.'"12l Note the Aifference in tons. The for-
mer, written by a German-born emigrant, bemoans the "ter-
rible slsughter of men" while the latter, written by one
of the native-born American 'voungsters'!, clearly rejocices
over the defeat of the CGerman nation. Although there are
no documents to substantiate 1t,:I:would suspect that at

times there must have been some anqulsh on the part of the

1206hrontcle, Vol. 11, p. 516, November 11, 1918,

121Fraterstock, November 11, 1918,
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older, forelgn-born Fathers over occaslionally insensitive
remarks about German militsrism and the German natlon as s
whole. Yo doubt the youngerAFathera and the fraters,
native-born and cormitted both to Americen culture and
goals, and the apread of Catholicism, were anxious to hear
of Amerlcen and Allled victorles. Such, however, 1ls con-

jectural. But I make thqsé remarks becsuse of the remarks

7 PR ,ﬂé\’ Iy
datons Closmints

found in the{ﬁraterstock, in which there 1s a definite rel-

ish of patriotism)lgz With no immediate roots in Europe

and having little knowledge of relatives still living there,
they could afford to be "100 percent" pure Americana. The
older Pathers were more reserved, as we have seen through-
out this paper. They readily coopsrated, but they staunchly
refused to mete out criticism elther of Germany, because of
close famiiial connections, or of the United States, because
of fear of reprisals. I do not suggest that the fraters
were by any means super-patriots, however. The article
written by Frater Hllery de Jean clearly shows that he too
crasped & spirltualistic, albelt Scholastic-&ristoteliang
view of war and sin.@3 A

The monastery surwvived the war with 1little real 4ifrfi-
culty, séve the inclplent incident over the wirelsss and
the snonymous letters warning apainst outspoken pro-ferman
sentiment.

The monks, like nesrly every other American citizen

123cf. pp. 20-22.
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and patriot, abserved food rationing, submitted to the

draft regisﬁration, bought and sold bonds and stamps,

and 414 whatever 1little things they could to help the war
effort, T.ike all Americans, they too worried about the

fate and suffering of relstives, both combstants and non-
combatants unfortunate enough to be living in the war zones.

Pull support of American policy hinged on inciplent
American natlonelism and societal pressures to §onform, at
least externally, to what was expected of & trus, "160 per-
cent" American.

In the final analysls it seems that ths old feud over
Cahenslyism and Americanish, or rather oﬁer sdavntation to
American values snd goals, found resolution through the
necessities of the World War. Nothing less than a nation-
alist stance, formal:committment to America, would suffice.
The o0ld waya of 1solation gradually gave way to a new syn-
.thesis: full integration of the immipgrant into meinstream
American 1ife, though this by no means ended bigotry or mis-

umi‘.e:r’stanciifmg.;s.1‘2}‘L = END

12uvaldwyn Allen Jones, American Immigration (Chicago:
The University of Chicago Press, 1965). rFear of Bolshevism
and recollection of preswar disunity led to a curtailment
of 1lmmigrants into America. After the war, such orpaniza-
tions as the Klu Klux Klan were established to preserve
what they considered to be pure Amerilcan ways and life. Cf.
pp. 270-277. ‘




VEMBERS OF ST WEINRAD

PRIESTS
NAVE & CCCUPATION

Athianasius Schmitt
Abbot

Luke Gruwe
Prior

Patar Celestine Sander
Subprior

Ranno Z2serber
Retired

Rede Maler
Pastor

Jerome FHunt
Mlssionary

Piua RBoehm
Misslionary

TJoseph Villinger
Pastor

Alexander Burkart
Pastor

Rasil Heusler
Pastor

5imon Tarber
Pastor

Leo Schwab
Pastor

RBonaventure Gosbel
Miasionary

Martin Fovppen]jans
Pastor

Pintan Wiederkehr
Pastor

Rarnard llelchelbach
Pastor
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APPENDIX I

APBEY IN 1918

BIRTHPLACE

Oberwelssenbrunn, Germany " -

Liesborn, Westphalla
Celestine, Indiana
Ferdinand, Indlana
Aeaschad, Ravaria
Buehl, Germany
Fulda, Indlans

Gipf; Switzerland
Ebringen, Germany
Wahlen; Switzerland
Louisville; Kentucky
Hofstetten, Germany
Few Albany, Indlana
Ferdingnd, Indlana
Dietikon, Switzerland

Mariah Hill, Indiana

DESCERT

German

German

Cerman

German

Terman

German

Garman

Swiss

German

Swiss

French

Germans

terman

ferman

Swiss

Tarman



NAME 2 OCCUPATION

Vincent Wagner
Pastor

Dominic Berthel
Teacher

Anthony ¥ichel
Pastor

Ambrose Mattlingly
Yisslonary

Robert Glasmevyer
Teachsr

Clement Klingel
Pastor

Othmar Schneeberger
Pastor

John Schorno
Pastor

Francls Schoenpner
Pastor

Eugene Spiless
Owensboro

Andrew BRauer
Pastor

Mark Meyer
Pastor

0d1ilo Wittt
MTeacher

John Chrysostom Coons

Tascher

Louls Puchs
?

Philip Bauer
Pastor

Isldore Xaenner
Paator
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BIRTHPLACE

Ferdinand, Indlsana
Loulsville, Kéntucky
St., Henry, Indiana
Eureka, Indiana
Clifton, Ohio
Jasper, Indlana
Dietfurt; Bavaria
Steinen, Switzerland
Oberwvelssenbrunn, Germany
Brooklyn, Wew York
#eldhaus, Germany
Marish Mill, Indlana
Diersburg, Germany
Lexington, Xentucky
Spitz, Germany
Weldhaus, Germany

Ebrigen, fermany

DESCENT

German
German
tarman

Eng/Irish

Serman

ferman
lerman
Swilasg

Gfsrman
German
German
German

Terman

SJerman
ferman

Tarman



WAME & OCCUPATION

Aloysius Filscher
Pastor

Albvert Kleber
Tescher

Roman Roensr
Pastor

Alphonse Wendling
Pagtor

Benedict Brown
Teacher

Richard Mattingly
Teacher ‘

Eberhard Olinger
Teacher ‘

Henry Brenner
Teacher

Paul Thoma
Teachsr

Augustine Haberkorn
o

Boniface Benkert
Tagcher

Anselm Schesaf
Teschar

Columban Thuis
Teacher

Leander Schneider -

Teacher/Chaplain

Aemillian Elpers
Teacher

Edward Rerhelds

Rditor of Paper

Thomas Schéefers
Teschsr
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/

BIRTHPLACE

Ferdinand, Indlana
Eslarn; Germany
é‘Fallon, Missourl
Vincennes, Indidn&
FPryburg, Iowa
wOodland; Kentucky
Ferdinand; Indiana
Louisville, KXentucky
Irsee, Germany
Neudorf, Cermany
Oberwelssenbrunn, Germany
Schnellville, Indlsna
Vincennes; Indians
Tell City; Indiens
St. James, Indlans
Rlehmond, Indiang

Moenster, Westphalia

DESCENT

German
German
German
Germén
English
Irish
Lux.
German
Jerman
German
German
German
I}ux:'.“ o
Swiss
German
German

Carman
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Charles Dudine
Teachsr

Laurence Risbsnthsler
Teachsr

Cyril Gaul
Teacher

Sylvester Elsenman
Miggionary

Norbert Spitzmesser
Pastor

Justin Snyder
Teancher
PRATERS
Ildephonae Kreidler
Ignatlius Esssr
TLambert Enslinger
Maurus Ohlipslager
Placidus ZXempf
Melnrad HJoffman
Hilary DeJean
Stevhen Thuls
Matthew TPreske
James Reed

Peter Fehrman

BROTHERS
Bernardine (llnger

fegldius Laugel
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BIRTHPLACE

Celéstine, Indiansa
Evansville; Indiana
Alton, Towa

New Albany; Indiana
"Breensburg, Indlana

Dexter, Indians

* . L L LI

Rexingen, Germany
Ridgway, I1linois

New Albany, Indlana
Loulsville, Kentucky
Evansville, Indiana
Vincennes, Indiéna
Yincennes, Indlana
Vincennea, Indlans
Evansville? Indlana
Waynesburg, Pennsylvania

Lively Grove, Tllinols

Wallensteln, Luxemburg

7incennes, Indiena

DESCENT

German
German
ferman
Jerman

German

German
German
German
German
German
German
German
Lux,

German

?

Zferman

Tux.

German
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NAME

Aloysius Olinger
January Hubher
"hllip Ketterer
NMereus Strosyk
John Apke

Clement Seichter
Joseph Schaesuble
Michael Schnurr
Anthony NMannhart
Rlaise Meler
Benedict Bigner
Ferdinand Laseng
Oswald "ildhaber
0dilo Stocker
*1llibald Vosamann
ilvhonse Velth
Placldus Fuchs
Mark Michel

Maufus Villinger
ltartin Deck

George Bigner
Benedlict Labre Plers
Leo Hensle

Melnrsd Rinderknecht
Cellus Fell

FPellix BDoshlser

el

BIRTHPLACE

Wallenstein, Luxemburg
Ottenhofen; Germany

Sasbach, Germany

Wersltz, Prussia-Poland

Osterbach, Hannover
Henry, Illinois
Herrischled, Germany
Ottenhofen, Germany
Flums, Switzerland
Ehrenstetten, Germany
Fourmile, Kentucky
Herrlicheim, Alsace
Flums, Switzerland
Herdern, Germany
farrel, Olderburg
Nau?oo, I1llinois
Spitz, Germany

St. Henfyy,lndiana
Gipf, Swiltzerland
Koersch, Germany
Tockfort, Kentucky
Navilleton, Indiana
Nordwell, Germeny

Entlebach, Switzerland

New Baltimofa, Pennsylvania

?

DESCENT

Tux.
German
German
er/Pol
Jerman
German
German
Jerman
Swilsas
German
ferman
Torman
Swiss
German
ferman
German
Garman
German
Swiss
Germgn-
German
French
Ferman:.
Swilss
Germnan

fjerman



VANE

Wendelinus Rust
Raphael Nagsl
Stanlslaus Kemper
Innocent Renkert'
™ delis PBenkert
Pasqhal Zimmerman
Ephrem Laureli
Camlllus Hoepf
Conrad Vmeller

Philip WYels

 SUMMARY
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. RIRTHPLACE

Walchwll, Switzerland
Schifferstadt, Germany
hAmmelowe, Westphalia
Oberweissenbrunn, Germany
Cberwelssenbrunn, Cermany
Loulsville, Kéntucky
Bardgtown,erntucky

New Rieggl, Ohio
Stauffen, Germany

Niederfeulen, Luxemburg

2 Native Americans of German ancestry

%t German-born

99 Swiss-born’

i Luxemburg-born

3 Unknown

10 Native Americans of unknown ancestry

TOTAL--105 monks (Ordo of 1918)

TLIST OF MONKS WHO DIED DURING THE WAR

Gregory Bechtold
James Ziegenfﬁss
Stephen Stenger

Maurus Wagner

Pridolin Hobi

Mlcholas de Flue Frey

d. Nov. 7, 1917

d. Aug. 11, 1917
d. Dec. 312 1915
4. Jan. 29, 1916
d. Apr, 11, 1916
d. Apri 20, 1916

DESCENT

Swiss
Germen.
Germann
German
German
German
Irish
Cerman
Zerman

Lux.
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