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PREFACE 

The domestic experiences of the American people in 

the First World War have received comparatively little 

attention. One particular group, the German-speaking 

immigrants, suffered oonsiderably from native-born citi­

zens who looked with suspicion on these foreigners, 

althou[.!h many were second and third generation descendants. 

In this thesis the predominantly German-speaking and 

German-cultured Benedictine monastery of Saint Meinrad, 

located in Spencer County, Indiana, will be studied. This 

group of mon''-s had to reorientate itself to face the stress, 

anxiety, and potential bifotry directed a-gsinst German­

speaking descendents and immi€rants by well-meaning, though 

sometimes misdirected patriots. To understand better the 

position of St. Meinrad Abbey during the wartime era, 

attention will also focus on the general situation of Amer­

ican Catholicism in the Dnited States from after the Civil 

War until the second decade of the twentieth century. 

Three sources have be'en const.lted in I!Ittempting to pre­

sent an adequate picture of the atmosphere and reactions of 

the St. !,"eim"ad monks: 1) private lnterv-1ews, correspond­

ence, and a questionnaire; 2) records and documents located 

in the Abbey archives; and 3) standard texts, monographs, 

and reference wo~ks& 

There ere six snrviv1ng members of the corr:munity who 

lived 8,t the abbey dur1.np.: the troublesome Deriod: Fathers 

Ansell'lJ. Schaaf,. Peter Behrman, Plac:'l.dus Kempf, Maurus 
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i1 

Ohli~@;l.g~r(' and Abbots Ignatius Esser and Columban Thuis. 

These men, in addition to Brother Wolfgang Mieslinger (who 

emigrated from Germany after the war and who fought for the 

German Army), were most helpful in gathering information 

and personal reflections about the period considered. One 

other member of the community, Father Stephen Thuis, was 

unavailable for interviews. I have tried to put into per­

epective their various accounts, keeping in mind some advice 

received from Father Cyprian Davis, OSB: 

• • • you will be forced to evaluate their 
opinions from their validity as historical 
witnesses. In dealing with people's reminis­
cences as an oral witness to historical facts, 
one must--:be aware that one remembers what one 
wishes and in the way one wishes. And also 
that subsequent events always color the ori­
ginal events or actions. This hes nothing 
to do with the honesty or objectivity of the 
one interrogated. This would be true of us 
all. For this reason the good historian 
places a high value on the memories of an 
individual as a primary source but a source 
ths.t must always be used with circumspection
and a certain critical attitude. 1 

Several questions were asked of the above mentioned 

monks. These included: (I) 'r!hat was the political atmolD 

sphere here during the early part of the war? (2) Were 

the predominately Garman-born monks enthUsiastically sup­

port lng the I}ermans, or ',ere they indifferent? (3) How 

did the monks of other than German descent feel about the 

war? (4) Was there ever any friction? (5) Did the poli­

tical climate change when the Germans startlng pursuing 

lCyprian Davis, Personal Letter (Abbeye du Mont 
Cesar, Leuven Belgium, JU!y 10" 1969). 

mailto:Ohli~@;l.g~r
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unlimited submarine warfare? (6) Were most of the monks 

in favor of American neutrality? Did they support iHilson's 

stand during the election for continued neutrality? (7) 

Did anyone regret or oppose American entry into the war on 

the Allied side? (8) At any time wer!9 there explicit or 

implicit attacks on the abbey or on any members of the 

abbey for being of German descent? (9) Do you recall what 

newspapers and magazines were read freq~ently by the monks 

in those days? 

The abbey archives provided additional illumination. 

There were six large boxes filled with Abbot Athanaeius 

Schmitt's official correspondence during World War I. In 

these boxes !!lany pieces of propaganda literature were also 

found. Basically, however, most of the material dealt 

with offioial business--letters received and copies of let;l;;o 

tera sent. All references to this source will be oited as 

WNI Letters. Father Luke Gruwe, Editor of Paradieses­

Fruchte, a German-language periodical pUblished by the monks 

of St. Meinrad, and also the Prior, the Abbot's first assis­

tant, kept a diary for many years. From this diary or 

chronicle, as it is often called, he would provide a list 

of happenings or events for the readers of the magazine. 

This source will be cited as Chronicle henceforth. Not 

only did B'a ther L,uke provide facts, de.tes, and events, but 

he s.lso would give some commentary and occasionally a little 

preyer. Since this is written in German, it has been trans­

lated into English by Father Placidus Kempf, to whom this 
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writer is indeed grateful. A third archival source 1s the 

Chronlc.le of the Clerical Novitiate (Fraterstock),·a daily 

listing of events as seen hy the youngest and newest mem­

bers of the monastery, the novices and clerice, whose pro­

per title was Frater. The~e men were engaged 1n studies 

for the priesthood. All citations of this source will be 

Fraterstock. 

An attempt was made to go through whatever personal 

letters that had been saved. Unfortunately, no pertinent 

material could be found. Since the archives are still in 

a process of being catalogued, some valua.ble letters might 

have been neglected. 

Several persons have been most helpful in gathering 

necessary information and in giving technical assistance: 

William Carpe, History Dep~rtment, st. Meinrad School of 

Theology; David H. Smith, Department of Religion, Indiana 

University; Pls.cidus Kempf, OSB, Librarian and Archivist 

of st. Meinrad Archabbey, who was extremely patient and 

helpful with difficult German passages; and Sd.meon Daly, 

OSB" Head Librarian, st. Meinrad Archabbey. To these men 

I am espeCially grateful for help and encouragement. 

Frank James Feeney 

st. Meinrad, Indiana, April, 1970 

http:Chronlc.le
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CHAPTER I 

Ror~~AN CATHOLIC CnL'RCH HI9TORY 1860-1914 

The close-knit unity of Roman Catholicism in America\ 

enabled it to survive the turbulent and divisive influence 

of the Civil 1,~;tar while other denominations sometimes split 

over po11tical differences. The largely imrr..igrant Catholic 

population possessed bonds of hierarohical authority, com­

monacceptance of CathoJ.ic teschinge, and reoeption of' the 
lsame Roman sacraments. ! These unifying factors had been 

carr:i.ed over from Europe with each successive waye of immi­

gration. From a mere handful during the American Revolu­

tion, the Roman Catholics had rapidly increased to some 

six m:t1lion in 1£80.2 Twenty ~rears later this number had 

doubled .. 

In the 1860's and 1870's immigration was encouraged 

rather than restricted for two principle reasons·. First, 

the ethnic unity produced by the Oivil War gave the appear.. 

anca of social stability, thus precluding the tendenoy to 

think of immigre,nte as ~ threat to the status quo. Secondly,, 

Americans believed that i~~igrants had economic value. Yet, 

1Thomas ~licAvoy, The Great Crisis in American Catholic 
'listor},"; 1R85-l900 (Chicago: Henry Regnery Company,
1957), p. 8. . 

2Ibid., p. 4, citing Bryce, Amerioan Commonwealth, 
2 Vols7\"[ondon, lA88), II, p. 575. 

http:carr:i.ed
http:CathoJ.ic
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as Jones notes: hDislike and distrust of the immigrants 

persisted, but remained in most places beneath the sur­

face. tt 3 

ANTI ... CATHOLIC FEELINGS 

The immediate cause of anti-Catholic feelings was 

the growing strength and. influence of the Catholic Church. 

The Third Plenary Council of 1884, meeting in Baltimore, 

gave impetus and assent to institutional developmente4 'The 

oentennial oelebrations! of the American hierarchy:Li:.n 1.]}889. 

and the Chicago World I s Fair four years later showed Pro­

testants how well the new immigrant Church had been develop­

ing. Koreover, the rendscemt controversy over sharing pub­

lic scbool funds and resistanoe to efforts at placing paro­

chial schools under ~tate supervision were interpreted by 

many citizens tfe.s a for~il!n attack upon a basic American 

institution, namely, 'the little red schoolhouse.'"' 

Fear of the emerging Irish-Catholic politicians and 

subsequent papal encroaohment on American rights led to the 

formation of !ec~et anti-Catholic societies. The most 

influential and numerically strong nativist organization 
I 
I 

was the American 'Protective Association, founded at Clinton, 

3Maldwyn Allen Jones, American Immigration (Chicago: 
The University of Chicago Press, 1960), p. 248. 

4rbid., p. 25,. Within the following decade twenty 
new dioceses were established and by 1890, some 600,000 
students were said to populate Catholic schools. 

5Ibid • 
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Iowa, in 1887 by a lawyer named Henry F. Bowers. The econ­

omic depression ,of 1893 p:['oa.uced an atmosphere of fear and 

hysteria. Ye:mber~hip increased to half a million, but 

better times and factional quarrel~ quickly dis1:tl:begrated 

these nativists. 

Although organizational bigotry subsided during the 

first decades of the twentieth century, Catholics continued 

to feel a certain mistrust from their non-Catholic neighbors 

who rarely understood the essence of Catholicism. 

TURMOIL WJTlfIN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Sometimes it is difficult to judge whether anti-Catholic! 

or Catholics themselves' caused more anguish and controversy. 

During the last two deca.des of the nineteenth oentury there 

existed great diversity in opinion among Iri~h and German 

elements. The former, closely akin to English culture and 

language, adapted rapidly to American ways and values. A 

bitter and heated controversy occurred when these 'ameri­

canized' Catholics, through the hierarchy, tried to impose 

this trend on American Catholic! of other national origins. 

In particular, the, German-Americans cons is tently held 

op~oslng views. Yany of these men bad fled from the Prus­
/

sian Kulturkampf of Chancellor Otto von Bismarck in the 

1870' sand 188G(-s. Vivid memories of religious and po11­

tical persec~Jtion lingered on. Bismarck, trying to unite', 

his disparate subjects, wanted to suppress all religious 

differences. 



The emigrants, once settled in. Amerioa, were determined 

to stress the spiritual life as well as the material .nd to 

oontinue their distinct way of life as Roma,n Catholios •. Of 

prime concern was the quick erection of a church and a 

school whenever a new community was formed. Oftentimes a 

~ealous and educated German priest or missionary would guide 

and direct the fortUnes of the German-speaking area. Iso­

lated because of lanf'uage diffioulties and the desire for 

country-living, they were often misunderstood by both Irish 

Catholics who by a!1d large l1ved in the urban areas of the 
'p"~

East and~American Protestants. The Germana clung to the old 

ways; they still loved German oulture and the Vaterland. 

They firmly believed that ttthere is no better or higher 

culture than German, and the practioe of religion by a Ger­

man must be the best of the world.'6 Moreover, 

German priests understood this, and knew that 
me~y of the German emigrants felt that if they 
could not practice their faith in the German 
way when they came to America, then they would 
not practice their faith at all. This was why
the mother tongue was stressed, the vereins C'A I)k"",S' 
encouraged, and the traditions fos tereo. 1.11 
were kept together by the mother tongue. 
Furthermore, the German was e,CCl1$ tomed to 
authority, and when he ,cB.!T.e to a strange land 
the only B.uthor:tty for him naturally VISS Ger­
man authority. 7 . 

6Colrnan .T. Barry" The Catholic Church and German 
Americans (Wa.shington, l5q C.: The Catholic University of 
America Press, 1953), p. 9, n. 10 quoting Albert Hammen­
stede, OSB, former prior of 1\~aria Laach Abbey_ Renceforth 
this work ie cited, Barry, ·'Catholic Church. I: 

7Ibid • ltiillibsld l'/i'athaser, OSE, archivist of the Lud­
wig tf:h:s!onsverein in Munich, confirmed these statements. 



German spiritual leaders in the United States had 

witnessed many immigrants turning to hon-Catholic, though 

German-speaking, churches. 'rhus special provisions had to 

be made for preeerving the Catholic faith, namely, Catholio 

schools I more German-speaking priests, and isolation from 

the corrupting culture of American and Protestant values. 

Catholic friends in German-speaking areas--Austria, Bavaria, 

. Germany--formed mission societies like the Leopoldinen('; 

Stiftun15 in 1829, the Ludwig ~tlBsionsverein in 1838 and the 

St. Rapha.elaverein in 1871 to encourage and promote Catho­

licism by means of literature and monies. Severel reli­

gious orders of men and women also volunteered personnel and 

economic support. Boniface Wimmer, a Benedictine prieet of 

the Abbey of Metten in Bavaria, settled near Latrobe, Penn­

sylvania in lB46 and fo~dGd a flourishing monastery which 

.800n expanded to form new hOUS63 throughout the United 

states. The Redemptorists and Friars rlinor Capuchin sent 

many able missionaries. Most of these German-cultured men 

wished e. high degree of independence from neighboring bis­

8hops, especially if they were non-German .. 

Peter Paul Cahknsly, 9 merchant of Limburg an dar Lahn, 

see:'ng the lack of sPir~~tllal care pro"ided the newly arrived 

German emigrant of the '60's, sought to protect their wel­

fare by founding the Ste Raphaelsverein. Later he became 

the focus of controversy over 'americanization' policies·' 

8Ib1d ", pp .. 3-L~3 128ssim .. 
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within the American Catholic Church. Briefly, tlCahensly­

ism lt tried to maintain Oerman solidarity and independence 

from 'americanizing' trends: no public school education 

for German catholics, separate parishes for each nation­

ality whenever possible, separate schools for each nation­

ality with education both in the mother tongue and in the 

language of the adopted country, more bishope of national 

origins other than Irish. In April, 1891, fifty-one Cath­

olics representing seven natioM presented to the ~'atican 

and Leo XIII the LUcerne Memorial, whose major requests 

are enumerated abovee 9 

There was an immediate reaction from the "so-called" 

libera13 or americanizers led by James Cardinal Gibbons of 

Bal tj.more and John .Ireland, Archbishop of st. Paul. These 

men felt that any foreign nationalism, whatever its gUise, 

was ultimately detrimental to the advancement of the Chl~ch 

in America. Americans would not tolerate suoh a state of 

affairs. lO The conservative faction included not only the 

German bishops but also some prominent Irishmen, like Ber­

nard r.r.c~uaid, Bishop of Rochester, and Kichael Corrigan, 

Archbishop of Yew York, who preferred a careful application 

of tried end universal methods of ad'tTsncing the Church. ll 

9Ibid ., passim. Barry'3 whole book covers and develops 
in a lucid ana oalanced manner the whole complex and frequent­
ly misunderstood controversy. On pp. 31'~315 Berry includes 
an English translation of the Lucerne Memorial. 

in 
p. 

'Catholic Church," pp .. 183-184. 

http:Church.ll
http:affairs.lO
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1,nlEm 9. careless l"rench translation of W'alter Ell:l'.ott '8 

Life of Father Recker a1Jpeared in 1897, a controversy 

known as It Americanism" ensued. Father Isaac Hecker founded 

the Catholic World magazine in April, 1865, seven years 

after he had withdrawn from the Redemptorist Congregation 

with five other priests. They formed the Missionary Society 

of st. Paul the Apostle (Paulists) in hopes of attracting 

native-born Americans and of presenting the Chl~ch as a 

universal body wh:tch had characteristics consonant with 

American democratic ideals. Hecker wantea to adapt as far 

ae possible the external life of the Church to supposed 

modern cultural ideals. Roman authorities became suspicious 

of these American trends, mistaking them for similar, but 

distinct, values prevalent especially in France and usually 

termed Gallicanism or Voderni3m. A concerned Pope Leo XIII 

issued Testem benevolentiae on January 221 1899 to Cardinal 

Gibbons. Certain false doctrines imputed, but never con­

clus ively 3hown, to some member!! of the American Church weI'S 

cor-demned: stress on 'active' virtues (e.g. humanitarian­

ism, eugenic reform, nemocracY1 charity) with deprecation of 

traditional and 'passive' attitudes such as humility and 

subjection to authority; adaptation to modern values; redu­

cing the ancient rigor toward convert requirements; minimi­

zing points of difference between Christians.12 

12'Testern Benevolentiae' in Acta Leonis XIII, vii 
(1906), pp. 22;-233_ . 

http:Christians.12
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The conservative prelates thanked the ponti~f for 

saving the American Church from this danger of heresy_ 

But the opposition liberals were also in agreement with 

the pope. Just who was guilty of 'Americaniem'1 Later 

scholars, removed from the controversy by time, bave con-

c~uded that this was a pbantom heresy, more akin to Euro­

pean problems than American. 13 

The total effect of this papal pronouncement brought 

a soberne~5 to P.merican catholic15, forcing the more liberal 

catholics to re-exa~ine their position. The i88ue was 

silenced, but not dead. ~1either side changed itl!l stand 

significantly.· Not until the outbreak of 'Norld ~'!ar I did 

the two sides come together. America's entry into the 

war forced the immigrant minority groups, especially the 

rrerman, to cast aside their old country ties and to become 

"100 percent Americaru!" or perish. 

commenting on the last dace.des of the nineteenth 

century, Andrew Greeley says that a naive faith in pro­

gress characterized both the country as a whole and the 

liberal segment of the Catholic hiera~chy. Yet their 

"brilliant and imaginative campaign to finally Americanize 

the Catholic Church in the United states at best could be 

l3Pear of Americanism has prevailed until only recent 
times. The Catholic Encyclopedia, begun in 1907, cautiously 
decided to describe 'Amerlc~nlsm' under the topic 'Testem 
nenevolentiae' in volume 14, a volume not published until 
1912. Rome had warned American prelates as eerly as the 
~econd Plenary Council of Baltimore in 1866 that they were 
Catholic as well as American. 

http:American.13


9 


called openly a partial success • • • ~14 

HISTORY OF ST.~f.EINn.AD ABBEY: 18'50-1914 

Southern Indiana experienced an expanding missionary 

situation in the 1850's as numerous German immigrants with 

.Roman Catholic backgrounds found their way down the Ohio 

River and settled inland a sbort distance where they could 

farm. A recent Croatian volunteer to the American Catholic 

missions, Father Joseph Kundek, had a difficult time mini­

stering to his growing number of German immigrants in the 

Jasper-Dubois County area •. Both he and the Bi8hop of Vin­

cannes, Maurice de Saint Palai3, sought assistance from 

Europe .15 In 1851 Father Kundek tre.velled abroad contact­

ing potential patrons and assietante. The following year 

he found the Abbot of Einsiedeln, Switzerland, Henry IV, 

willing to make a small foundation to care for souls, inso­

far as th"ls would be compatible with a religious community 

l"lfe, B.nd eventually to found a seminary for candidates to 

the priesthood. He wanted to provide the mission country 

ork: 

l5Unless otherwise noted thi8 section is based on 
material found in H. Alerding, Diocese of Vincennes (India­
napolis: Carlon & Hollenbeck, !883) and Albert Kleber, 
His tor of St. 1.~einrad Archabbe: IE 4-1 (St. fl.einra.d: 
A Gra u ice. on, ence or c 8 ;"88 Kleber,1 

8t:..~loradL·J r,~aurice de St. Palaie was the fourth bi8hop 
of Vincennes: born in La Salvetat,France in 1811; conse­
cra.ted bishop January 14, 1849; died June 28, 1877. Father 
Kundek was born in Johannich, Croatia on August 24, 1810; 
came to Jasper in 1838; died December 4, 1857. 

http:ST.~f.EINn.AD
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with a trainad native clergy.16 

Father Kundek··~hitd"vis ioruJ of German colonies s tretch­

ing from Jasper to Troy and Cannelton, at that time thriv­

ing Ohio River ports. Hany of his visions came true as 

iJl'1..migrants congregEJted in numerous smnll enclaves between 

the a.bovel mentioned towns.' 

1\~oreover, in 1854 a handful of Swiss monks, havIng 

purchased some farm lands near the Anderson Riverp began 

building their monastery. Three years later the doors of 

the seminary opened for the first time. Within a few 

years St. ~:"einrad could boast of educating divinity students 

from hieh school through col16p:6 and into four years of 

theologicnl studies. In.lP89 they opened a commerical 

college in Jasper (Jasper Academy). 

In the late l8?0's Bishop de St. Palaia instructed his 

seminarians who matriculated at St. ~einrad to learn Eng­

lish, if they only knew German, and to learn German, if 

they only spoke English. The diocese was then largely bi­

lingual. l ? To foreign-born seminariQns Father Iaidor Hobi, 

Rector of the seminary, gave this practical pastoral advice: 

"You must firs t of all learn English; you must learn to eat 

tomatoes; and you must learn to :mind your own business. 

That's American!"l8 Enplish seemed to be an important part 

l~insiedel"n Abbey began in the tenth century. In the 
1850's it faced severe governmental restriction. Abbot 
Henry possibly foresaw moving to American should the situa­
tion deteriorate. 

l7Kleber, St. Meinrad, p. 228. '18Ibld. 

http:clergy.16
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of one's education. 

'~" ;< [) r Q. , '.', 

LIFE AT T:tJE ABBEY ipRIOR TO; THE WAR 
L ­

To apprecis.te how St. Meinrad reacted to the World War 
0\'\"::. . 

[bl'le-ej mus t keep in mind its special goals and values. t:onks 

of st. Benedict base their lives on his Holy Rule, written 

around the sixth century.19 This spiritual document pre­

sent5both general norms and specific requirementso Moet 

importantly the monk is to live under an Abbot in obedi­

ence and humility, to seek God through work and prayer in 

a. quiet, meditetive atmosphere of withdrawal from the world 

end all its cares. 

During the reign or Abbot Athanasiu8 Schmitt (March 16, 

1898-July 12, 1932), monastic observance,cspecially that of 

divine office in choir, ws.s encouraged and made more solemn 

through increased training in singing and required attend­

ance.20 The office of Abbot is most important. Not only 
-r1~~ 

in the Holy Rule, but also in the Constitutions ofI\S:wiss-

American Congre·gation we find that he 1s a 'Spiritual 

Father' and 'Shepherd', whose duty is "with a most watch­

ful eye and heart to guide the community ••• regulating 

and cUrecting all thlngs in the house of God. n21 

19'1'he ::ioly Hule of Saint Benedict, edited by the j"tonks 
of ~,t. fAeinrad (St. Meinrad: Grail PUblications) 1956). 
Cf. the Pro1o~ue and Chapter 48 espeCially. 

20rGeber, 2t. r:1einrad,· pp. 426-429. 
21

Constitutions and Declarations of the Holy Rule, 
published in Enclish clrcs: 1909, but based on a 1897 
e('U.tion. 

http:century.19
http:apprecis.te
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The Abbot; appoints certain community members to serve 

as his assistants: a prior, subprlor and a procurator or 

business manager to handle buying and money. Under the 

Abbot and ranked according to date of entry are the priests, 

the clerics, ca1led·fraters, who :are studying for the priest­

hood, and lay-brother~, called fratres conversi, who 1n 

effect were until recent times domestic servantsQ 

Thi5 latter group never went on to study for the 

priesthood. Rather, they haridled nearly all the manual 

labor. Kost of the brothers at .st. ~ileinrad had migrated 

in late adolescence or early adulthood from Switzerland 

and Gerrr.any directly to St. Ifleinrad. They kept to them­

selves for the most part, were content with their jobs, 

and cared little for events of the ·outside world. Their 

vis ion was in genera.l quite narrow·. 22 

The frs.ters likewise kept busy with their daily choir 

duties and studies. Little opportunity was provided to 

either travel in or read about the outside world.2; 

Although travel for the priests wee strictly regulated, 

they managed to keep abreast of the latest happenings 

through contact with parishioners and other priests in the 

various parishes served by the monastery. Both periodicals 

and newspapers were read and studied. Among the German 

language newspapers, the St. Louis Amerika was popular. 

22-\f[olfeane Mias 1 inger, Interview, January 11, 1970. 

23Plecidus Kempf,;x,uestionnaire, July 7, 1969. 

http:narrow�.22
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The monastery also recelved the Louisville Courier-Journal 


24
and some local newspapers.

~tost of the 104 monks associated with St. },1:einrad 

lived at the abbey_ Several, however, served the Church 

~ither as pastors in the diocese (17) or as missionaries 

in the Dakotas, bringing Christian instruction to the 

Indians .~( 5) •2 ? 

These monks were predominately:terman oriented. 

1'110S6 born in Germany numbered 37; those of German-American 

descent 42. The 9 monks born in Sw1 tzerland and the 1+ in 

.Luxemburg came from German-speaki'ng ~ections. Only 12 monk! 

claimed no German ancestry. Because of this strong Ger~an 

flavor, the reading cllstomarily found in Bener1ictin~ mona-:­

ster'tes during all meals was performed in German during 

the evening supper. The noon dinner, however, had table 

reading done i'n English.26 

21,t-Anselm Schaaf, Interview, July 9, 1969. 


25See Appendix I. 


26IgnatiU! Esser, Correspondence, July 14, 1969. 


http:English.26


CHAPTER II 

THE APPROACHING WAR 

The ~'1estern world was s~'laken on June 28, 1914 when 

Franci~ Ferdinand, Archduke and heir to the AUstrian 

throne, fell to an assassin's bullet. Near instant mobili­

zation occurred, showing how precarious was the balance of· 

European power at that time. By Aur,1.lst 5, all the major 

European powers had declared war on .?ach othere 

German-language newspapers in this country protrayed 

the struf.gleas one between Slavic barbarism and Gerl1'l.El.n 

civilization (Kultur).~, Kaiser Vlilhelm of' Germany appeared 

as the tlv:lsible symbol of' German unity."27 To the average 

citizen of Indiana, however, he was the symbol of all that 

was un-~mer1can.2A Regardless of' non-German opinion, many 

Oerman-Americans were drawn closer together becau~e of the 

war, further accentuating them ns ua community within a 

communi ty. it Before the war was a. month Old, anti-hyphenate' 

sentiments appeared, boldly suggesting that "If they (the 

Germa.ns) don't like it here)why don't they go back to Ger~ 

many. "29 

27Cedric C. Cummins, Indiana Public Opinion and the 
World ',Var: 1914-1 1 . (Indianapolis: Ind5.ane: ~Iis toricsl 
Bureau, ~,pp. J. -49 Eassim. Cf. Carl ~'!ittke, German­
Americans and the World War (Columbus: Ohio Stnte Archae­
ological and Historical SOCiety, 1936) whose documentation 

1, 1914-;-P; 4 and 1't~arion Chronicle" Aug. 22, 1914, 4. '. 

is largely limited to German-language neVispaperso . 

28Ibid.,- p. 49. 
. 

29Ibid ., p. 53 citing Louisville Courier-Journal I Sept. 
p. 

http:Germa.ns
http:un-~mer1can.2A


15 


~he summer of 1914 initiated e. period o.f emotional 

cri~es, conflicts of loyalties, misunderstandings, per­

S6cuttons and tragedy for most German-Americans. The press 

was decidedly pro-British since the European cable had been 

cut by the British to keep German propaganda from reaching 

the American public. On the other hand, the Germans were 

roundly denounced as "Huns n and "barbarians. 1t "Hyphen­

hunting becaMe a popular pastime among American super~ 

patriots • • • "30 Adheretlts of both 3ides found plenty 

of opportunity for exhibition and uninformed debate. But 

"most of American attention remained upon home themes."3l 

Prejudice toward the German-Americans represented a 

spectaCUlar reversal of judgnent. Formerly, public opinion 

had oome to accept them' as one of the most assimilable and 

reputable of immigrant groups, praised as law-abiding, 

speedily aS5imilated,'and strongly patrlotlc.32 

3()'!1ttke, German-Amerioans and the World '!far, p. :3. 
One interesting piece of German propaganda was the book 
German Culture, Catholici~m and the World ~ar, silted by 
George Pfeilschifter (St. Paul: Wanderer Printing Co.,
1916 Y. It attempted to refute trprench accusations'" and to 
ascertain ilthe true nature of German Kultur,n while not 
e')(cnaing "ex:tsting evlls in their country." Rome of the 
nrticles we~e entitled "The Justice and Necessity of the 
'Norld 'Nar," ttIs the 1/!ar a 'Hal" of Religion?tI and tIThe psych­
ology of Atrocity Reports." . 

3l !<'rederic L. Paxson, Pre-'~Var Years: 1 13-191 , Vol. 
r of American Democraoy and e ~or ,aI', 3 0 s. New 
7ork: Cooper Square Publishers, Inc., 1966), p .. 123. It 
will henceforth be cited Paxson, ~'American Democracy.~~ 

32John "Jigham, ~tranp;er!l in the Land: Patterns of 
American r1atlvlsm, 1860-1 2 {New Brunswick, N.J,: Rutgers 

y Press, , p. 19G. 

http:patrlotlc.32
http:barbarians.1t
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When the European holocaust fixed their sympathies 

with the Vaterland, they lOUdly tried to advance the Ger­

man CaUS e Vvi th a ma.s s i ve campaign for an embargo on the 

export of war supplies. M!~ny Junericans viewed this acti ­

vity more as agitation for Germany than as true neutral­

ity.33 

The German-born monks of' St. Meinrad were "in private 

quite outspoken in favor of the Germans. Even the non­

German-born were certainly not indifferent."3h Brother 

Martin Deck, born in Moersch, Germany, predicted a German 

victory.35 The Prior, Luke Gruwe, born in Liesborn, l'!est ­

phalia, e::1tered a prayerful note into the Chronicle on 

January 31, 1914: 
The year 1914 belongs to the past, a year
the like of which the history of the world 
had never before 'witnessed. F,':ay with it 
the calamity of war have reached its zenith. 
May the nations of the globe be mindful of 
their Creator and their human digntty. !(ay 
the Ten Commandments again rule the world 
instead of the commands of misguided politics 
and the artifices of an insidious diplomacy, 
then wei shall need not bemoan the shattered 
culture of the twentieth century; then with 
confidant courage we can look into the 4ark, 
ominous future. 

Cruel year 1914 • • • adieu! God bless 1915. 36 

The 1916 presidential elections provided candidates 

end their supnorters ample opportunity to discuss and debate 

33~., pp. 196-197. 

34Peter Pehrman, '~ueationnaire, July 7, 1969. 

35Anselm Schaaf, Interview, July 9, 1969. 

36c,h.ron1 c1e, ,T,01 ., 8" p. 3·25'"~. J anU9.ry 31, 1914• 

http:victory.35
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the merits of neutrality or entry into the war. The 

German-American element split between the Republican 

Charles Evans Hur.;hea and the incumbent Democra.t Wcodr-ow 

";Vilson. The former was favored by many only because Wi1­

son WS5 felt to be more pro-British than pro-neutrality. 

To complicate matters, another Republican, Theodore Roose­

velt, loudly announced his pro-British sentiments on the 

public forum. German-Americans felt a dilemma" but could 

do nothing about it.37 

The monks at St. MGinrad favored both the Democrats 

and neutrality, according to Ignatius Esser, who was a 

cleric at the time: ~To the best of my recollection most 

of tbe mon.l{f~ favored neutrality..... My guess is that 

most of t"hem supported iNilson I s stand. Throughout my time 

• • • the monastic membershIp was heavily in favor of the 

Democrats."38 Father Anselm Schaaf" however, supported 

Jfu~hes that year, although he too favored neutrality. He 

felt that 'Nilson syrnpethlzed too much with the Brltish.39 

Peter Behrman" ariot~le:r cleric, noted that none of the monks 

wanted the Gnited Sta~es to enter the war.40 

Poor German diplomacy and tactical blunders granually 

incited American public opinion against both Germany and 

37Wlttk8, German-Americans and the World War" p .. 106. 

38Igna,tlu8 Esser, Correspondence, July 14, 1969. 

39Anse1m Schaaf, Interview, July 9, 1969. 
l.tOp t n h .. t . i J 1 (;. e er ue rms n, \~ues Joonna 1"0" • U Y 7, 19,")9. 

http:Brltish.39
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the often belligerent haughtiness of German-Americans. 

Since May 7, 1915 when the Lusitania was sunk with Ameri­

can li,7e5 lost, GermemGntersee boats had been wreaking 

damage to both passeneer ships and military cargo vessels. 

This unlimj.ted submarine we.rfare ra.pidly changed sentiment 

at St. Meinrad. "Sympathy for Germany lessened more and 

more with their phenomenal 3ucceS3 in this phase of the 

war."4l At the same time "the German-boT'n monks became 

less outspoken; those of non-German desc.ent realized that 

there was now no reas on to favor the GerMans. tll~ Perhaps, 

the climate ch8nged to "ant'i-German," as Father Placidus 

s ncr-es t s .l~3 

In November 1916 Abbot Athanasiu8 called a meeting 'of 

all the solemnly professed monks (i. e. thoa e pl~ies t-monks 

who made final vows to the St .. Meinra.d community) to give 

them some recently acquired news concerning German senti ­

ment in the neighborhood. From various quarteT's he had ra­

caived friendly warnings that the monastery was being 

closely watched by spies. Two reasons were given. ?irst, 

the monastery was suppo~edly "pro-GeT'man." Second, as a 
. I,oj 

OathoJ. 1c i T1S ti tnt iOJ:"l it fha sJ many enemies. Extrer.Je caution 

nnd reserve was ordered by the Abbot, especielly when sueak­

ing V'.'ith strangers. Furthermore, a vigilance committee, 

4lIgnattus Esser, CorT'esnondence~_~uly 14, 1969. 

42peter BeW!TIan, I,~ues t :I.onnaire, July 7, i 969. 

43Placidus Kempf, ::t.uestionnaire, July 7, 1969. 

http:Extrer.Je
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working underground, which labeled itself the flAnti­

~erman Committee,n was sending anonymous letters to priests 

and laity who were reported to it. Father Simon Barber, 

the Benedictine pastor in Huntingburg, Indiana and a native 

of Louisville of French descent, received such a threaten­

ing letter from this group. The Abbot also was sent a.n 

anonymous letter dema.ndlrtfT. that the above mentioned !"ather 

be ordered to exercise extreme caution. Prior Luke then 

commented on these events: 

The confusion of the condition of the times 
favors the generation of all manner of verrn1n, 
that shuns the light and burrows in the dark, 
and that pits peaceful citizens against each 
other. Unfortunately, this' riff-raff is 
abetted by the lndlf'f>erent and hysterical 
masses. Prayer for God's protection is above 
all necessary. Bad times are ahead and no 
one knows what t~e next day will bring. 44 

The whole problem of war was seen by at least three 

of the monks from the perspective of a believer firmly 

committed to following a God whose divine providence and 

ways eluded them. These three men" Fathers Luke Gr'l1we 

and Gregory Bechtold, Rector of the Wa ,'or Seminary, and 

frater Hile.ry de Jean, saw man himself at the root of the 

problem and not netlons or natlonalitles. 45 

Pather Gregory delivered the occasional homily on the 

feast of st .. Beneoict, r,"'arch 21, 1915" in Enr:lish, taking 

the Prologue of the Holy Rule a.s his text: "Through the 

44Chronicle, Vol. 10, p. 466, November 23, 1916. 

45Father Grego~y's work is found in the Chronicle, Vol. 
9, p. 334, March 21, 1915. Frater Hilary's posItion is 
found in Paraoieses-F'ruechte, Vol. XXIX, Enr. Suppl., p. 76. 

http:natlonalitles.45
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lab6r of obedience we must return to him, from whom we have 

departed by the sloth of disobedience." 

• • • The war is a punishment for the dis­
obedience of the world to God and his Son, 
Jesus Christ. Peace will not return until 
the nations return in obedience to him and 
to whom he has sent. God will force the 
nations to acknoV'ller,.ge Jesus Christ, who lives 
in h1s Holy Church, and her visible head, 
the P6pe, as Lord and ~aster. When that takes 
place, peace and prosperity will return to 
mankind; if not, if the nations and govern­
ments remain opposed to Christ, then the final 
hour has struck and the last day with ita 
Jud~ment has arrived. As once, after the fall 
of the Roman Empire, the world's order"[1sJ out 
of joint, and men believed that the end· of the 
world was drawing near, it was st. Benedict 
who brought men back again to obedience and 
with that to the enjoyment of peace., Let us 
pray that the spirit of st. Benedict may again 
revive and the nations may again through it be 
led to peace. On the chair of Peter sits 
another Holy ~ather Benedict. May it be his 
priiilege to preserve it for many centuries to 
C0111e for the ben~fit of erring humanity .. 

(Chronicl~--March 21, 1915) 

Prior I,'tJ.ke, noting the ominous shadows of war over 

our own country, prayed on December 31, 1916: HOod give 

us peace in the new year!"· (Chronicle, '101. 10, p .. 466). 

Rut peace we.::! not to be found. 

Only one other document survives which contains mat­

erial on this ~ubject: "war and Divine Providence", written 

by Frater Hilary de Jean sometime prior to October 1917. It 

appeared in an English Sl'pplement to Paradiesea-Fruechte. 

With Scholastic 10Fic and Manual Theology he attempts to put 

the viciasitudes of war in proper perspective. 

.. • • Certainly an awful spectacle is bt!!fore 
us. UenJ whom nod c~eated the rational repre­
s ants tives of' the uni~!erse in renderi ng Him 

http:I,'tJ.ke
http:acknoV'ller,.ge


21 


glory; men descended of a conunon parent, 
brothers hence in thi~ one great .family, have 
risen in their entireTy to a savage strife. 
There is no country where the demon of war 
has not entered and roused the inhabitants 
to do battle against their fellowmen. Those 
who are not actually fichting are assisting 
others to prosecute the fray. The moat 
beautiful countries of Europe are laid waste 
by fire and shot, wh!lst millions of men are 
sW9,ying in the vortex of a hellish strurrle, 
whence unnumbered hecatombs daily ftO to pay 
feari'm.l toll on the altar of' War. Such is 
the picture the world present~ today. We 
are made pensive by such sights and our 
thou1!,hts p,o back to that awful picture drawn 
for us by the rich imafery of Father Faber 
of the cond~tlon of the world had there been 
no Redeemer promised oftel" Adam's sin. It 
would have been indeed a universe of hope­
less hate and hell. Then comes the thoUfht 
to tr.ose whose fetlth is not so firm: 'Nhat 
of God, Who we are told has the world ever 
within the hollow of His hand? Has he per­
haps ceased from His providential care? In­
deed did He ever have a care for us? Nay, 
is there perhaps no God at all and have vie 
been ere now deceived? 
e _ • • • • • • • • s • • • • • • • • • • • 

But whether poor misguided men deny God's ax­
is tence, or ~T1s Providence or His power; and 
even those whom we thot~ht to be better In­
rormed, see no light amid the haze of doubt 
cas t upon tl'eir afflicted a ouls, --itall re­
svl ts from one ,founte in-head, whence the Evil 
One draws abundant supply for tem1;ltation: 
men fail to look upon war in correct relation 
to the absolute will of God. 
~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
It is certain the. t r.:re does not ceuse a single 
one of the sins; they Droceed solely from the 
malice and perversity of the heart of man. 
Look not to God, but to man for the source of 
8 :i.n. 

:?rater 1iilary !,!oes on to ask rhetorically wh':r'n6d permits 

evil in the world. This question be cQsually dlsmlsses by 

qnotes from scripture: nIt is not yours to know." '9:e is 

aomE.lVJhat unique in his perspectives.. ',rhan invectives and 



22 


spiteful propaganda were commonplace, Hilary refuses to 

. blame any single individual or nation. Rather he refers 

to man's primordial condition of sinfulness which somehow 

plays a role in God's salvific willo To abstain from 

passionate and emotion-laden speech was a bold 'step in 

days when the one who refused to be misled by super­

patriotic words and action was suspected of harboring 

alien proclivities. 

Patriotic fervor was intense by the time Hilary wrote 

his short essay. Much of this anti-German hatred had been 

enfle.med by a stunid diplomatic blunder. In early 1917 

Dr. Alfrad Zimmermann, the German secret~ry of the Foreign 

Office, in a note to the Mexican Government, tried to tempt 

the latter into an alliance with Japan against the United 

states, if the United states should enter the war against 

n.erman~T. Germany pror.'lised, in retnrn, to help r,~exico re­

[ain the "lost 'provinces't 'of New !'I~exico and Texas. Public 

acknowledcment of this communique by the German Foroign 

Office after the B~itish had intercepted and decoded the 

message crippled the German ag;tation and sentiment in this 

country. The American people, alarmed. over the ZilTlmsrmann 

~ote, began to see Germany as a treacherous aggressor and 

war as inevitable. 'Armed neutrality' began on February; 

when the United states broke off diplomatic relations with 

Germany end lasted until Auril 2 when President Wilson 

asked the Congress to declare war on ~ermany. During this 

period plans to build an ar:ny and to finance a war were 



drawn up by the military and treasury. Civil lea.aers dis­

cussed and debated over our involvement in the European 

conflict. Then on April 4 the Senste voted 86~6 to recog­

nize the fact that Germany was now we.gin@' war against the 

Uni ted states Two days le.ter by e. vote of 373-50 theQ 

Eotlse concllrred with both the President ana the Senate. 

The ~nlted states had entered the world conflict. 



CHAPTER III 

AMERICA1ENTERS THE WAR 

"Our people, as ever, will rise Be one man to serve 

the nationt! said the Americlan bishops of the Roman Catholic 

Church at their annual meeting on April 18, 1917, twelve 

46days after Congress had declared war.

The leading Cat'l101ic prelate, James Cardinal Gibbons, 

Dublically declared his personal views on April 5, 1917: 

The primary duty of a citizen is loyalty to 
country. This loyalty is manifested more by 
acts than by words; by solemn service rather 
than by empty declaration. It is exhibited 
by an absolute and unreserved obedience to 
his country's call •••• The members of 
both Hou~es of Congress are the instruments 
of God in guiding. us in our civic duties •••41 

In October Gibbons wrote President Wilson: "We are 

''Jorking to the end that oU:\:' countrymen may see the folly 

and grave disobedience of unjust and ill-tempered criti­

cism of national policies" n48 He also noted that .tChurch 

46Cited in Dorothy Dohan, Nationalism and American 
Catholiclsm (i'Tew York: Sheed and '~rard, 1967), p. 147. 
!-tenceforth th is i~ cited 8.9 Dohen, 'Nationalism. ,. 

47John Tracy Ellis, The ~ife of James Cardinal Gibbons, 
2 'loIs e (l,.,.rilwaukee: 'l'he Bru.ce PublIsh.1 ng Company, 1952), !r 
p. 239. ~:~iss Dohen commentB: tilt is apparent that in hi~ 
fictive patriotism d llring the World War he wee very much 
Hwnre that the Cat~olic Church still had to Drove her ArneY':"­
cAn:tsm to S011'.a of the 1'!ation's citizens"(p. i48J. Gibbons 
wrote. Irela nd on Dec. 31, 1917: "I am trying to do all' that 

can th.t the Church may be of full service to the country 
during these tryIng days, and that no ground will be left 
after the or,~.eal is over upon which the enemies of the Church 
night endeavor to raj.se up u.nfair charges against her." P. 
249. 

48 
~., p .. 247, citing Le, Wilson Papers, Oct. 6, 1917­

I 
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and state amicably move in parallel lines, helping one 
J 

anothe~ in their respective field~of labor.»49 . . 
American Catholics, mindful of the numerous na.tivist 

revivals, accused of harboring foreign allegiances, and 
-i-Ae/r 

cognizant of t-he minority position, res.cted by a vocal 

and solid committment to the American national goal!!. 

Whatever remained of the nationality movements within the 
w ct '3 

Church w.~pe quickly abrogated in favor of the American 

unity. 'rhe tnsecure and largely immigrant Church had to 

prove its loyalty. 

In another sense, however, the Catholic Church in 

Ame~ica reacted positively to the crisis. Ten years pre­

viously the American Church had been removed from its 

status as a miSSionary church (November 3, 1908). This: 

nrestige, plus the rising nationalism of Americans in gen­

eral Efter the Spanish-American War, increased the self-

esteem of AmerIcan Catholic citizens, making most of them 

think of themselves as Americans first, and not merely as 

members of this or that national group.50 

Americ~n nationall~rr, reaction to nativist hostility, 

end the strong, unequivocal stand of the American hierarchy 

contributed greatly to unify Catholic opinion and action 

during th~ early months of the V/ar" The hierarchy 58.W the 

Immed:tate necessity of central organization. Under the 

49nohen, '<Natiol"lsliem,;' pp. 176-177. 

50Cf. rrheodore Roemer, The Catholic Churoh in the 
rnited States (st. Louis: B. Heraer Book c~.~ 1954), p. 322. 

http:group.50
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chairmanship of Father John J. Burke, CSP, a national 

meeting was held on August 11-12, 1917, at the Catholic 

University of American in .iVashington, D.C. Here the National 

Catholic War Council (NCWC) was eS'.tablished to coordinate 

every phase of Catholic war work from helping Chaplains to 

promoting war-loan drives. Several committees were founded 

to provide specific servict's. Four prominent bishops were 

invited to serve on the eX'ecutive or administrstive commit­

tee: Peter J .. Muldoon of Rockford, Joseph Schrembs of 

Toledo, Willi~m T. Russell of Charleston, and Patrick J. 

Hayes, Auxiliary Bishop of New York. On January 12, 1918 

Gibbons advised them that their task "will be to direct 

and control with the aid of the ordinaries (bishops and 

local superiors of religious orders), all Catholic activi­

ties in the war."5 l 

R8ACTION AT ST. ~~INRAD 

How to reconcile American loyalty and concern for the 

old country and relatives still living there bothered some 

of the monks. 1t.llurns Ohligslager, a fra tar at the time, 

had the impression that lithe priests and brothers were true 

Americans; they were loyal and supported the war effort.1't 

Yet, tie few of the old fethers and brothers whose senti ­

ment was with the Germans were prudent and didn't prose­

lytize; t~ey kept opinions to thernselvese"52 These older 

51Ellis, Gibbons, II, PPe 21).2-21+3_ 


52M&urus Ohligslager, Interview, January 30, 1970. 




monks had been away from the mainstream of American life, 

"so they were st1.l1 very German in custom s.nd outlook. 

Their motives for emigrating were re15gious; they came to 

be monks, to serve God in missionary work. n53 This holds 

the key to understanding much of what follows. The major­

ity of the monl'"s were very spiritus.l men whose one driving 

force ViOS the advancement of reLtgion in themselves and in 

others. The older priests had corne into this country to 

help mi17i~ter to the spiritual needs of the German communi­

ties. At least one reember of the community, Abbot Athana­

s ius, had entered this country both as a candide.te for the 

priesthood and aa a political refugee from Bavaria. He had 

left his native land in order to escape compulsory military 

service. TIis pessant father could not afford to provide 

the necessary expenses for one year of voluntary service. 

The alternative we.~ to spend three years in the army and 

risk lo~ing his vocation. In 1883 he secretly left Germany 

for the United states, receiving citizenship papers in 

1888. 54 

The VIaI' produced tl a strained situation" with sympathy 

directed toward the Germans Rnd loyalty tOViard America. But 

througbout the turmoil tr a fi ne level-headedness" preve iled. 55 

Several factors were responsible for this state of affairso 

5'Ibic1.: 


,.541Ueber, St. }!!einrad, p. 419. 


55Ignetius Easer, Corpespondence, July 14, 1969. 
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The Abbot wisely 'heeded the friendly we.rnings of 1916 and 

the community followed sult. Moreover, he appoin.ted two 

capeble monks to represent him and the monastery whenever 

federal agents needed either information or assistance. 

Both Fothers Columban Thuie and Dominic Barthel served 

well in this capacity.56 

Other American Benedictine abbeys faced close sc~u­

tiny because of their German oriEins and oftentimes pre­

do:r.:tinantly 0-erman-speaking culture and customs. At eon­

ception Abbey in ~'Iassouri local citizens had reported to 

the Secret Service that eye witnesses had- seen trucks back­

ing up to tbe f .. bbey w"'ere weapons were be1 ng stored for 

future use ageinst the United ·~tates. GO'lTernment officials 

investlgated the reports and found nothing.57 Abbot Atha­

nasius feared stmilar meesu.res at .st. Ueinrad. However, 

Father Columban assured the Abbot that American public 

officle.ls were most considerate and should be dealt.·with 

openly on all problems.58 

56Columban Thuis, Interview, October 7, 1969. 

57Ib1d • other abbe~s faced similar situations: cf. 
What Ab~Cswald BHren of St. }'artin 9S Abbey in Lacey, 
':rashington wrote to Abbot Peter Engel of St. John's Abbey 
in Collegeville, rnnn. on May 21, 1917= ."I have heard 
lately that three or four of the Benedtctines of ~t. Angel 
(near Portland, Ore.) have been too outspoken in their 
3entiments of the "H'Ir. Some detectlves are !ur:posed to 
have overheard their statements in nublic and Drivste a!1d 
now there is str()n~ sentiment 8.p.:alnst them, gO much so, 
that t"'reats "'ave' been '!'!lade bv the A.P.A. to blow UP the 
institntion. Per!-taps the state:rr.ent is 6xa,rp:erated and 
there may be little to it." See also Peter Beckman, Kan!'!8.s 
1~lonks (Atchlson: .Abbey Student Press, 1957), pp. 2;R-239. 

58Ibid. 

http:problems.58
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http:capacity.56


29 


Rumors shortly began to circulate that a wireless 

station at the Abbey was being used by six monks to relay 

messages to Germany, messages harmful to the United states. 

In fact, a small receiving set,_ quite novel for the time, 

could hardly relay messages across the Atlantic, even if 

it could transmit. Nevertheless, a delegation was formed 

at the County Seat, Rockport, to investigate. A local 

lawyer, Mr. Savage, who was both influential and friendly 

to St. Meinrad told them quite frankly how fOOliShl~hey 

were acting. The abbey had no sending station and the most 

powerful transmitter, located in Arlington, Virginia, could 

not even reach Europe • ',''lith this s tra tement the citizens 

were satisfied, though probably somewhat disappointed that 

they had not found some actual eSPionage. 59 

st. }{einrad was particularly fortunate in that it was 

located in the midst of" several German-American communities • 

. These acted as a buffer zone. With restricted travel, poor 

roads, and wartime activity, outsiders were infrequent and 

somewhat suspect. 

The youD<::er members of the community, the fraters, 

seemed very enthusiastic abo~tvarious Wartime, patriotic 

celebrations. In the Fraterstock there are several casual 

comments. "In addition to our Red Cross Flag which hanr,s 

on the bulletin board as a sign that the fraters are members 

of that military arm, we now have a little badge to be worn 



by the senior (the oldest in time of service)"--Jan. 13, 

1918. April 6~ 1918, the anniversary of the Declaration 

of ''>,'ar, was announced by five minutes of whis tIes and 

bells. This day also opened the Third Liberty Loan Cam­

paign. On April 23, 1918 flag raising exercises were held 

on the ..~bbey p.:rounds. After the Abbot blessed the flag, 

;',~r. Kreuzberger, a lawyer from Evansville, gave a patriotic 

speech emphasizing that a Catholic can also be a good patri­

ot. Citizens from the town of St. Meinrad, as well as other 

neighboring towns, attended, but "some of tr_ose, not being 

accusto~ed to such a Catholic atmosphere, would not await 

the end of Mr. Kreuzberger's speech." An unknown backwoods 

band, consistIng of 8 tin flute, two drums, and one bass 

drum". gave a recital afterwards. Three,days later the 

President ordered s half-day holiday in honor of the ?hird 

Liberty Loan. Father Golumban brought out the band Qnd 

'Pather Augustine shot a small cannon according to the music. 

'On September 7 Frater Natthew Preake of Evansville was 

visited: ,by four of his eight brothers, who had been called 

to the colors. "Each one," stated the Fraterstock, !tis 

more robust than the other. Surely we shall win the war." 

Varioue members of the community performed patriotic 

duties befitting their particular capacities. The follow­

in~ chapters document and describe their act1vitlee. 



CHAPTER IV 

ST. ~EINRAD AND WAR ACTIVITIES 

Since st. ~einrad was known chiefly to the outside 

world as a school rather than as a seminary or monastery, 

frequent appeals arrived asking for involvement in th1s or 

that program. 

SELECTIVE SERVICE 

When America entered the era of armed neutrality, she 

had only a small volunteer standing army. Immediately, 

there began preparations for an army of at least 500,000. 

Bitter debates in Congress occurred when President Wiison 

presented a proposal of ttuniversal liability to lIervice" 

B.S the bas is for this force. Conscription was odious among 

Americans, there being "precious little difference between 

a conscript and a convict" according to Sneaker Clark of 

Uissouri. 60 · Despite such rhetoric the Selective Service Act 

(H. TI. 3545) was signed on May 18, 1917. Local boards took 

care of reg:1.stration and paper-work to avoid overcrowding 

the Capitol and to continue the American ideal of de-central­

ization. 61 

Section 4 of the Selective Service Act specifically 

exempted "regular or duly ordained ministers of religion, 

60P9XaOn,AlJle:riC14.:c. Democracz,· II, p. 4. 
61Ibid., II, pp. 4-9, 99. On page 100 he notes that 

there 'were 4557 local boards which registered some 9,586,508 
men between the ages of 21-30 on the fifth day or June. 

http:ization.61


students who at the time of approval of this Act are pre­

paring for the ministry in recognized theological or divin­

ity schools." Both students and faculty at st. Meinrad 

could rejoice and relax. 

'I'o ensure efficient compliance wlth all laws, the 

Co-adjutor Bishop of Indianapolis, Joseph Chartrand, sent 

instructions and warnings to Abbot Athanas ius on ~.!s.y 31, 

1917= 

As the laVis concernlng reeistration are vir; 
strict, ~ must register on the day appo.n ed 
--all from 21-30 included. The students mUfilt 
repister down there. They sign their names, 
and after them, e1.ther minister of reli~ion 
or student preparing for the ministry In St. 
~~einrad' 5 Theolot:,lcal Seminary. All priests 
and students, everyone from 21-30 included 
~ust register. 62. 

During the following summer each divinity student 

received instructions from the government to file two 

affidavits with the local draft board. One the student 

signea before a notary public; the other the president or 

dean sip,ned.. Father Gregory Bechtold, Rector of the }lajor 

geminary, dilip,ently performed this duty.6, Oftentimes, 

62,,~!'...rI rletters, Chartrand to Ai:;hanaa ius, 'Pray 31, 1917. 
Althou~h Bls60p Francis Silas Chatard was still alive at 
this time, most administrative duties were assumed by Char­
trand because of the former's illne8s. He died on Sept. 7, 
1918. Chartrand had been Co-adjutor Bishop for eight :re8r5, 
He died in 1933. The diocese bf Vincennes had been trans­
ferred to Indianapolis in 1898. 

63AS rector, Father trregory held a post equivalent to 
a president. At this time the seminary had a six-six 
system of education. The first six years (!!.lnor Seminary) 
included four years of high school and two years of colle{~e. 
'rIhs second six ;rears O~ajor Seminary) inclUded the last two 
yeers of collere ana four years of theology. 
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frantic notices were sent by students who did not understand 

the requirements or whose mail had been delayed. Only ten 

days were allowed to produce affidavits supporting clerical 

exemptlon. rrhe clerk of the Spencer Circuit Court, Lewis 

1Vool.f'olk, sent a note of thanks to Abbot Athanasius for his 

help in facilitating admin.istration of' the draft, thus sav­

ing the boaT"d extra work. Be further mentioned that St. 

Mein.rad students would be f!.iven amble time to appear before 

the local board. 64 A similar extension was given to students 

who were returning from Christmas vBcation snd were required 

to register and file questionnaires. 65 

To classify divinity students or minister~ was a simple 

matter. But to properly categorize a 'lay brother' proved a 

perplexing matter for Abbot Athanasius. Ee wrote Bishop 

Chartrand, who, in turn, 8ugf"ested that he get "some infor­

matlon frow the monasteriea.,,66 A day later words more 

encoursginp: were sent: !tIr you write to the Brothers of 

Mercy, you can get all the informatlon."b7 This had been· 

sug.r:ested to the bishop of Indianapolis by the Provincial of 

the ~acred Heart Brothers who also mentioned that several 

Brother-Provincials were presently discul!Ising the probl(l)tn in 

Washington. 

q4,~'1:l{I Letters, Aug. ~3, 1917, Woolford to Athanasius. 
Occns ionally tHere were complications, e.g. I Frater flaurus 
had been reclJperating in a hospital during the summer and 
was tardy returning necessary forms, caBsing some tension. 

65Ibid ., Dec. 20, 1917. 

66Ib1d ., Dec. 19, 1917, Chartrand to Athanasius. 

67 ~., Dec. 20, 1917, Chartrancl to Athanasius. 
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On the first day of the new year the Abbot telegrammed 

Father Lewis J. O'Hern of the Catholic Army and Navy Bureau 

in Washington and asked: ~Are professed brothers of mona­

stertes as ministers of religion exempt from Draft?tt68 

O'Hern thought that they were, but sought official confir­

mation. An undated, unsigned mimeographed document, seem­

ingly official, stated: 

1!ccording to recent dec is iops of the War 
Department, Brothe.rs in Religious Orders 
and Congregations are classed a~ Ministers 
of Religion, and as such are entitled to 
exemption from military service under the 
provisions of the Selective Service Regu­
lat lons (Drs.ft Law). 69 

The notice continued, eiving speoific information and 

answers often of a technical nature. After this the pro­

blem was solved and there was no further consternation. 

DRAFT LFJGTSr,A'rION 
" 

'fIhs executive committee of the NCI..VC tried to keep the 

Cs. tholic hiers.rchy informed about various developments in 

1,l\fashington politics.. In late January this news 1tern appear­

Ad in their bulletin: 

Senator Chamberlain, Chairman of the Mili ­
tary Affairs Committee, assured us that ~o 
far as he knew there was no intention of 
removing divinity students.from the exemp­
ted class. The bill is to be drafted by 
the War Department.. Our judgment is that 
the present exemption will remain in force. 
The matter will be closely watched, as the 

68Ib1d ., Jan. 1, 1918, Athanasiu8 to O'~ern; reply 
sent tTan:-5. 

69Ibld., ?, 1. This ruling had been secured from the 
'.~(ar Depart!!1snt by Br. Clementiu9, a Christian Brother. 

http:Brothe.rs
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removal of the exemption would work such 
freat injury to church and country. 70 

In order to have ready and accurate fa.cts the }lCWC 

requested information concerning the number and ap:es of, 

students enrolled in Catholic seminarles.?l Opposition 

to exemptions for divinity students increased when it 

became known that more man-power was needed, to fight the 

war. Two alternatives presented themselves: 1) enlarge 

the age-group; 2) induct those deferred and exempted. 

Sentimental reasons had kept boys under twenty-one who 

could not vote from being called into the service.72 Dur­

ing the debate over the isaue of exempting divinity students 

foroeful arguments were presented in favor of continuing 

former legi!lation and the case was won. The Secretary of 

the l-TCWe, V.'al tel'" Hooke, remarked with 8. sigh: 

It was a blessing we had suoh a hard fip,ht.
We were etronpest when apparently defeated 
and the fact that there was so much opposi­
tion enabled us to present our arguments in 
favor of exemption more forcibly. 73 

Joint Resolution 124, approveq. by the President on M'ay 20, 

1918 	became known as the "Twenty-one-year-o1d Bill." It 

directed divinity stUdents who were twenty-one to register 

on June 5 and their olaims for exemption would be considered.74 

?OIbid., Jan.· 22, 1918, 'to/cwe to Athtanasiue. 


71Ibid.,. ',r.'!i,:Hooke to st. Meinrad Seminary_ 


72Paxson, American Democracy, II, pp. 355-356. 


73v/WI Letters, May 23, 1918, Hooke toAthana~ius. cr. 

p. 	49 for fUrther mention of why there was severe oppos i tion. 

74paxson, . American Democracy,' II, p. 249. 

http:considered.74
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The matter'was not yet com~letely settled. Manpower 

needs for 1919 demanded more Class I eligibles in the draft 

lottery. The June 5, 1918 registration yielded only 

7W+,865 new names. By August 24 another 159,161 names had 

been added to the list. This was insufficient for projec­

ted needs. Thu~ another bill was passed (The 18-45 Draft 
, 

Bill) on Aupust ;1, increasing by 21· million the Class I 

effectives.75 

The co~ittee on National Catholic Interests of the 

!,JC'NC planned to have the bill amended to provide .epeci1'i­

cally for exemption of theologicalstudente, but this 

oroved to be impossible. Military necessities of the Nation 

vrolJld permit no further delay in pass ing this measure. John 

J .. Burke, representative of the 'NC'NC, communicated with the 

Secretary of War, Baker, who ,finally ruled (Septa 1;) that 

exemptions would be honored. He asked only ugood faith on 

the pert of the registrant that he intended to study for 

thepriesthood. 1i 76 This communique, however, was to remain 

tlstrictly confidential" and "should not under any circum­

stances receive publ~city of any klnd~n Burke himself 

cautioned that if any board :refused to grant exemption, the 

registrant should anpeal immediately and the ~~.Tashington 

office would be at his disposal. Secrecy would hopefully 

curtail outbursts by opnonents to clerical exemption. 

75Ibid., II, np. 355-358. 

76,"/".'1 Letters" Sept. 17, 1918, Burke to 1Juke (1ruwe. 
Burke was cl1a{rman of the Special War Activit:1.es Committee. 

http:Activit:1.es
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This documentation shows how concerned both religious 

and civil lea.ders were over the draft situation. More men 

were always needed, but where would they come from~ 
q 

For­

tunately for both the Church in general and. St. Meinrad in 

particular a satisfactory solution was privately accepted 

by the NCVfC and the War Department.. Both IS ides felt pres­

sure from various points. In the final analysis, however, 

external influences yielded to practicality: in order to 
I 

keep necessary church SUppOIlt the governm~nt would have to 

recognize certain ecclesiastical privileges, like exemption 

from the draft. An amica.ble union resulted. 

GOVERNMENT RE\.tlJE8TS 

DUl"ing the short twenty montrus of active fip.:hting, 

the government spent much time and energy centrolizing 

bureaus and departments in order to provide efficiency and 

structure, not to mentioned enarled red tape. To the dla­

tent Washinp-ton offices St. Meinrad was one of many small, 

independent collapes. There.fore, it received occasional 

requests from the War Department to provide such informa­

tion as mifht be valu~ble to military ordnance, e.g. draw­

in~s, professors or research projects.?'7 Needl~ss to say, 

little assistance along these lines was forthcoming from 

St. JV~ein!'ad. 

other requests had immediate import, however. In late 

April 1918 the Department of Labor a!ked officials to apP?int 

'7'7Ibid., Feb. 3, 1918; Sept. 4, 1918. 



an Enrollment Officer to handle student su.mmer employment. 

The idea was to place these students on farms during the 

summer months when extra hands were needed to help with 

planting and harvesting. 78 , 

With pastoral dilir;ence arid con,cern, Abbot Athanasius 

replied that most of their students already lived on farms 

or worked on relative's farms until they reached major 

orders. At this pojnt they devoted their energies to 

teElchlng Christian doctrine and ministering to the faith­

ful. Althoufh the Abbot could see no reaBon to appoint an 

Enrollment Officer, he nevertheles8 closed his letter to 

the Director of the Indiana Department of Labor with some 

patriotic words: "1:'/e will encourage them (the studenta) to 

nouble their zes,l and enerr::;r in ssving and producing food 

material in this crisis and we know that everyone will do 

his share to win the war. D79 

HILITARY TRAINING FOP COLLEGE MEN 

During the summer of 1918 most American colleges parti­

cipated in military training proerarns. These sixty-day aes­

eiona were devoted both to physical condlt1oninfand to Mil­

itary science. EO Since st. Neinrad educated only "students 

78~", April 11, 20, 29, 30; r,~ay 2. 

79I b:"d., ~'~ay 6, 1918, A'tllana'ri.ils" to N.F. Squibb. 

:. 80Ibid ., Au".. 3, 1918, Richard C. Maolaurin, ~.rtlr Dept. 
(Commitreeon Education and Speelal Training) to Athanss:tu5. 
~his report was "striotly confidential." The program, 
titled SArrC (Student's Army Training Corps), wos e,uthorized 
11l1d9l" sections 1,2,8,9 of the Selective Act of May IE, 1917. 

http:science.EO
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prepa~lng for the sacred ministry exclusively," they had 

neither ROTC (P.eserve Officer Training Corps) nor any desire 

to participnte in the summer SATe (Student's Army Training 

Corps) program at Fort Sheridan near Chicago. This, how­

ever, did not deter various government functionaries from 

repeatedly sending hasty memos demanding information on the 

extent of St. ~;'einrad involvement in military training.81 

One St. Meinrad student, Glenn Fintan Walker of Indi­

anapolis, so~ehow learned of this summer SATC program in 

Chicago. He asked: 

Does this invitation (to participate) 
include the Seminary and if so I would 
like to be among those selected to repre­
sent the Seminary. I believe the short 
training would benefit my health •••• 82 

After explaining that participation in this program would 

constitute enlistment and subsequent cancellation of an 

exempt status, Abbot Athanasius suggested: 

In studying over your case, it would perhaps 
be e. p:ood idea to di.!continue your theological· 
stUdies and .1oin the army. It might be ·best 
for your physical welfare. Leave all to God 
and He will take care of you. 8; 

Apnarently this student had been ill during this term 

of study at st. r/;einrad. It is difficult to understand why 

army life with its own particular rigors and danger::, not 

the least of which would be the trenches of Europe, would 

8lIbid ., July 2, ;" 9, I" 15, 16, 30 ; Aug~ 3, 20, 29, 
SepT.:{, 10, 11, 19s 24, 25, 19le. 

82Ibid ., July 11,. 1918, Walker to Athanasiu8. 

83Ibid., July 15, 191B, Athanasius to t,':elker. 
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benefit his health. Perhaps there were other reasons why 

the Abbot readily sugf!ested entrance -into the army. These, 

however, he did not elaborate upon. 

FOOD RATIONIl'lG 

Providing the Allies and American forces in Europe with 

sufficient food stuffs, especially meat and wheat, became 

one of the most important phases of the war effort. Every 

American 'ITeS encouraged to ration and save as much as possi-:­

ble for the fithting men. Both the monks llving at St. 

W:eInrad end those seventeen or so Benedictines serving in 

various parlshes in Indiana did their share in promoting 

and encour>aging cooperation with the government directives. 

The priests living in parishes frequently received 

letters and memos from various organizations asking their 

services in communicating regulations and suggestions. In 

February of 1918 they received a lengthy memorandum from 

the chairman of the Committee on l\~orals (State Council of 

Defense), Albert B. storms, who asked the tt~nnisters and 

Churches of IYldie.na" nto bring to (their) people a sense 

of the patr1.otic obli~atlons to cooperate with the ~overn­

ment in this critical hour" n84 

He off'ered three suggestIons whereby this might be 

accomplished: l) increase. agricul tural goods; 2) comserve 

essential foods that can be sent abroad; and 3) be thrifty 

by purchasing bonda and atamps. He then added: 

84I"bid., Feb. Ie), 1918, Storms to rHnisters and Churches 
of Indiana. 

http:IYldie.na


41 


We must appreciate the psychological effect 
of emphasizing repeatedly our dependence 
upon Divine Providence. ~~'e dare not cla.im 
God as our partner in this terrlfic struggle 
and we must rather denounce as insolent and 
blasphemous such claim on the part of the 
German Ka:lser; but we must be deen1y con­
c,eraed:.. to know that we are on God's side and 
that we are not governed by provincial pre­
judice or national selfishness but are yield­
ingi rather, to the imperious demands of 
ethical ideals that will stand the test 
before the bar of History, which is, in the 
last analysis, the judgment of ~od. 

The U. S. Food Administrator also requested the clergy 

to enmighten their congregations on policies essential to 

full prod\'.ction of sufficient food stuffs for both our­

selves and our ailles .B5 In the alltU!!!n P. E. Barnard, the 

Tl.S. Food Administrator for Indiana, wrote to the Churches 

wishing th~m to publical1y read Herbert Hoover's food mee­

8ape to the American people. 86 

During this world conflict there was de facto little 

sepe.ration of Church Iilnd state, that is, both groups served 

epch other insofar as this· was necessary to ensure effective 

prosecution of the war. Juat as the government exemnted the 

clergy and divin:lty st'\..1dents from the draft, the churches 

provided education, admonitions, and encouragement for the 

laity to save food and to buy bonde and stampe. The nation­

al emergency ljroduced unusual rapnort and cooperation. 

There is no reason to doubt that the nriest! of St. 

85Ibid.., l::ar. 23" 1918, US Food AdmintRtrator to the 
Clerr,y. ­

86Ibido, Nov. 14, 1918, Barnard to ~inisters 1nIndiana. 
-qoover ~Trs :~?ood Administrator during the war. 
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~einrsd who were serving on parish assignments did their 

patriotic duty in the pulpit. Surely, fear of retalia­

tion and suspicion, or even threatening letters, would 

encourage full execution of government requests. 

The school end monastery also entered into the spirit 

of national austerity and sacrifice. The Abbot, concerned 

over federal food regulations, once sent Fathers Peter 

Sander and Dominic Barthel to Indianapolis to confer with 

J,':r. Barnnrd of' the Indiana Food Administration about the 

meaning of meatless and v{heatless days and per capita con­

sumption for such an institution as st. MeinJ"ad .. 87 

A few weeks prlorto this visit, St. f,';einrad had 

received a notice to file Q report card for the month of 

March from George W·. June, Chairman of Hotel and RestQu­

rant Division of t~e Food Adminlstration~8 This first offi ­

clal instruction caused much al"'...xiety at the time. Not only 

were repre~entstives sent to Indianapolis, but also a 

lengthy letter was sent to the Federal Food Administration 

~iving both the desired report and prudently asking for all 

current le~islation and regUlations: 

• <t • we k1.ndly ask you, in view of our 
actlnp in bona fid. in this matter, to over­
look any inaccuracy on our part to comply 
with what seems to be the requirements as 
indicated by your card Q').estionairre (sjc). 

P.? 
'- ~., Apr., 1918, penciled lnstructl ons. 


88Ibid • , Mar. 29, 1917, June to st. Meinrad .. 
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••• we desire to cooperate in any way pos­
sible with the fovernment in these days of 
sevare trials, as the sense of duty demands.· 

" .' • we have voluntarily observed in our 
community dining hall (73 persons) during
the month of }:larch~ 18 meatless days and in 
addition to thes~ 18 meatless meals, Q 
total of 72 meatless meals out of 93 meals; 
and in the dinin~ halls of the student body
and work1nr, men \202 persons) we have ob­
served in March)8 meatless days and besides 
these 18 meatless meals, a total of 42 
meatless meals out of 93. Thus we have 
saved approximately 2200 lbs. of meat and 
used lEoo lbs. of meat in Warch • 

• • • the flour consumed by us is flour mil­
led from wheat raised on our own farm and 
was milled seversl months ago. By using corn­
bread in l!arch we have saved 8,pproximately 
950 lbs. and used 3050 lbs. of flour. 89 

This represents quite a little sacrifice on the part of 

both monks and studente. Only twenty-one meals during the 

whole mon.th of March were served with meat to the monks. 

This, however, can more readily be und~rstood if we recall 

that this was the lenten season. Traditionally,a time of 

penance and especially of abstinence from meat, it Was not 

at all uncommon to abstain from meat twice each week and to 

eat meat only at the main meal, thus preserving the fast 

regulations of both the Church and the Congregation to which 

St. Meinrad balanred. Although this significant saving of 

meet was not done primarily for patriotic reasons, it never.­

theless :provided more nouris~~ent for the armed forces. 

Since he red received no authoritative renlies from 

Washington, the Abbot wrote John Cavanaugh, President of 

89Ibide, Apr. 11, 1918, st. Meinrad to Food Administra­
tor. 



Notreo:f)ume University, hoping that he could find the proper 

requirement8. This he qu.ickly did. The brother! in the 

bakery co~plied and began following the federal regulations 

which required twenty-five percent flour su.bstitute in all 
ai'v,i~-

breads. [Th~ new Krieesbrot, as they called it" also had 

more generic names: Drot aua 1fIeizen-und Maismehl and Brot 

e.ua In'eizen-und Reismehl. 90J 
In September F'ather Celestine wrote Mr. Barnard and 

thanked h1.m .for the courteous treatment he had given them 

in recent months. In closing" he said" ltWe have been very 

cooperative in war activities in every respect and will 

continue to do all we can to win the war. n 9l 

Dnrine: the early days of the conflict treasury offi­

cials were hard pressed to find an acceptable way to fin­

ance immediate loans. They had no assurance that the citi­

zens would sunport such an undertaking. Initial anxiety 

was rapidly replaced with currency when all Americans saw 

the absolute need for their cooperation. 

In aad1tion to contributing to liberty bond drives, St. 

Meinrad also provided speakers ~ho would exhort citizens to 

buy bonds. Only those who were good Rpeakers were chosen to 

do th:J.s service".92 Fathers Colnmban Thu1.s and Dominic 

90Ibid., Apr. 15, 1918, Athanasius to Cavanaugh; reply 
Apr. 19:---tfecipea fou.nd on penciled sheets in archives. 

91Ibid., Sept. 17, 1918, Pet.,r· to Barl'Ulrd.:'. 

92Ibid.S' Anselm Schaaf, Interview, Jan .. 16, 1970. 
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Barthel volunteered and spoke at various bond raising ral ­

lies throuf,rhout the dis:lsrie·:t;'.. Father Columban on occasion 

was a featured speaker. At various times one or other mem­

bers of the community would make ·officia1' appearances as 

represen.tatives of st. Meinrad. 93 The Benedictines on par"; 

ish were als 0 faithful, ttpreaching that patriotism is a duty 

of relipion .... 94 During Liberty Lcian campaigns ceihebrations 

were sometimes held on the seminary grounds, complete with 

orchestra and cannon. On .I\pril 6, 1918, the first anniver­

sary of the Declaration of War, the Abbey whistles and bells 

~Dve a five-minute salute announclnf'" the opening bf the 

Thlr~ Liberty LOan campaign.95 

Throurhout the war many appeals were sent to St. ~~ein­

red seekinf, cooperation for future bond ralles. The presi­

dent of the Church Federation of Indiana, ~orton C. Pearson l 

who had been on the state Advisory Committee for the Second 

TJiberty Loan, asked each minister to "enthusiastically use 

avery public occs.s ion in his Church to encouraee the people 

to respond to this call of the government."96 Walter S. 

GreenOUgh, Director of Publicity for the Treasury Depart­

ment followed 1,"r. Pears on's lead in address trig all the 

"Indiana Pastors" to be inspirational leaders "until 

93praterstock, Sept. 29, 1918; .Tuly h., 1918; also 
Columban ThuIa, Interview, Oct. 7, 1969. 

94columben Thuis, Interview, Oct. 7, 1969. 

95?r~terstock, Anril 6, 1918. 

96wVH L~ttera, Sept .. 10, 1918, Pearson to ~anisters. 

http:campaign.95
http:Meinrad.93


46 


the loan 1s completed. rt97 TJ1kewise, the Chairman of the 

Committee on Public Morals (state Council o.f Defense), 

Allen S. Philputt wrote to the mlnlsters: ft ••• begin 

next Sunday, September 15, to put your people in a frame 

of mind to do their very best •••• In this great patri ­

otic duty the ministers and the churches must not fail. 

7he p:overnt'lent depends greatly upon u8."98 Nearly every 

possible means was used to encourae:e, if not subtly coercel 

churchmen to effectively use their persuasive rhetoric and 

patriotism to raise needed monies. 

97I~id., Sept. 11, 1918, Greenough to Indiana Pastors. 

98Ibid." sept. III 1918" Philputt to Ministers and 
Churches-of Indiana. 



CHAPTER V 

CHAPLAI NCY,' '~;;'l:EStrI ON 

During Wilson's preparedness campaign in the spring of 

1917 the American hierarchy became aware of the acute short­

age of Catholic chaplains for the military. Lewis J. O'~ern, 

who had earlier been appointed to take charge of matters 

concerning the Armed Forces, submitted this pessimistic 

rencrt and further explained how difficult, it WQS to find 

qnalified qhaplaina. In res!"onss, the gathered prelates 

passed a motion a~reoing to help increase the Catholic com­

mitments.99 

o"-Tern orfic 1ally communicated wi th St •. Meinrad in 

November. He wanted chaplain recruits to fill the newly 

created positions in the services. He prescribed four con­

cHtions in order to qualify: 1) under forty a.nd physically 

Bound; 2) American citizen by birth or full naturalization; 

3) if naturalized, his birthplace be in no enemy territory; 

and 4) a recommendation from his'Ordinary, i.e. superior or 

bishop.lOO 

No immediate response was forthcominp-. St. Meinrad at 

this time had only twenty-four men under forty; fifteen of 

t~ese were ~rofessors, not easily replaced, at St. ~einrad 

99Ell:l.s, ei bbons, II, p. 234. 

lOOi'v'WI Lett~, 'Iov. 26, 1917, OtHern to Athanasius .. 
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or at Jasper Academy. The nine remaining men were situ­

at~d in various parishes and missions. lOl 

In January the Executive Committee of the N~¥C pub­

l19'·,ed a parmhlet describing crucial issues facing the 

Catholic Church on account of wartime pressures. Sup­

plying the' military with sufficient chaplains to minister 

to the spiritual nee1s of the soldiers had priority: 

••• rt\B.ny of our brave men, according to 
present prospects, will have to face death 
without the help o,f a priest to prepare 
for the ordeal. This is not fair to those 
who are defending us apd the honor of our 
country. In this crises, our soldiers and 
sailors are entitled to the preference; 
and it is not too much to ask our dioceses 
to under~o some real priVation, if neces­
sary, in order to spare priest3 to minister 
to men who will soon encounter the perils 
of war. 102 

The statistics were not encouraging, especially if Senate 

Rill 2917 passed. This Act would put the ratio of chap­

lains to soldiers at 1-1200, thus burdening the prelates 

of the Catholic Church to produce another 450 chaplains, 

possibly more if the r~tio of Catholics continued to in­

crease~ hs it had been. At the January meeting, however, 

only an ed~1t1cnal ~O·were immediately needed. 

'Patriclr JTayes, AuxJ.liary Bishop of New vork and ~:ili-

tary Ordinary, sent Ii speciel memo to reli(:lous houses of 

Men admon1.shinp: those who were not "represented in the 

lOlOrdo Divini Officii, 1918, pp. 100-lOl--the offi­
cial directory of Swiss-American Benedictines. 

lO~\<VViI Letters, Jan~ 22, 1918, NC'A'C to Hierarchy of 
the ~nited States. 
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Chaplalns I Corps in proportion to the number o.r priests in 

their respective bod:t.es. "103 He continues, "At:,the very 

least, the Religious should provide nearly one hundred 

chsplRins more, for present needs. ft 
. Finally, he warns 

It a!so should be born in mind that a senti ­
ment is now in the forming and is spreadlng 
all too generally in favor of universal mil­
itary training and service. Members of Con­
gress are askinr.; why the clerFY seek exemp­
tion from military duty, and why do not the 
Ame!'icBD priests follow the example of their 
brothers in Europe bearing arms as common 
sold.iers. Only a quick s.nd ready offering 
of chaplains to the Government will be able 
to offset this movement, and furnish a strong 
arfument to save our seminnriap-s and novices 
from the approaching draft. 
'" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (\ . . .. . . . . 
ray I then ask you to send me vd.thout c'lelay 
the name of one (1) of your priests who 
might serve as chaplain during the period 
of war. 

Despite the urrrency of this appeal, so melodramatic 

in content, there is no documented evidence that the Abbot 

ever acknowledr.edthe Ordinary's demand for a 'peace­

offering' in the form of a chaplain-recruit. T11is 1s SOMe·· 

what sUrprising since nearly every other important request 

had immediate resnonse. Perhaps, the Atbot chose to ignore 

the. demand, coping it would go away. Perhaps other houses 

for reliFious, not 80 deeply committed to apostolates, could 

furnish the neejed chaplains. 

FOllr months later another urp:-ent appeal calling for an 

additional 320 priests was sent by Bishop Hayes. He ttted 

to exhort compliance with his wishes by noting that in one 

103Ibid., Feb. 11, 19l'-~;, Hayes to Athanasius. 

http:bod:t.es


day s,lone the Protestant denominat ions had turned in 600 

applications. lInless there were more Catholic volunteers, 

their places would be filled with Protestants. Necessity 

required all bishops and religiol'l,s orders to t'double the 

number they were allotted in the first draft. 'I 'Moreover, 

tr'ese names had to be sent as soon as Possible.l04 Bishop 

Hayes was somewhat disadvantaged by the fact that he could 

not force other bishops to meet his demands. He had to 

rel¥ on their good will and patriotism. Of course, outside 

influences, like reputa tiOl.l, amd slispic ion of dis loyalty, had 

their subtle effects and encouraged'compliance in some plaoes. 

Less than two weelrs later, on July 5, Bishop Chartrand 

related to Abbot Athanasiu8 how grave the situation had 

beoome. He himself planned to send two men irr...mediately. He 

felt that st. f!einrad sr:.o'L1.1d at least send one man tlfor the 

ttl05reputation of the place .. Another anxie,ul! letter followed: 

Since I last wrote you, the Apostolic Dele­
r:a,te has telep'raphed all Bishops a bout the 
seriousness or the C'haplain qlJestion" You 
must send at least one, and it must be done 
at once. If :V0ll select Fr. Aloys.!us, I 
cannot object. That will hamper me, but if 
he is your choice, then leave him go, but 
imnediately. The rratter is most grave. 106 

.Father Aloysius Fischer, a native of Ferdinand, Indiana, WaS 

presently servinr: a. parish in Indianapolis. For one reason 

or another he was not sent. However, a month later in 

104Ibid., June 24,1918, Warinr; to Athanas'1us. 
105

Ibid., July 5, 191A, Chartrand to Athanaslua. 

106I~id.J July 16, 191G, Chartrand to Athanasiua. 
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Aueust Father Leander Schneider, a professor at the aca­

demy in Jasper, volunteered: 

I herewith wish to moat sincerely offer my
services to the ~overnment and the ~ood of 
our catholic soldiers whn have been'called 
to the colors. This was my sincere desire 
for quite a length of time. e _ At any• 

rate feeling the urgent need of chaplains
for our soldiers at this time when thinr,s 
are tatting rather serious, I could not 
forgive myself later on for not at least 
offering to render my services. 107 

Poor hes.l th had earlier held him back from volunteerine-. 

He felt that after a small operation he could otherwise 

pass the physicsl examination. lOa He was stlll young, 

only thirty-four, and a native-born American of Swiss 

parentage. He grew up in Tell City, not far from the 

Abbey on the Ohio River. 
5'2",,"\ 

t, -)

The Abbot quickly [}.entJ his approval on the 21st of 

Aur:ust. To this, Father r.Jeander replied somewhat romanti­

cally, til €!.ladly accept the appointment for which I volun­

teered cheerfully. Equally gladly will I bring the great 

sacrifice involved in thB.t position.tt109 

On October 11 Abbot Athanasius sent liTo whom it may 

concern" an affidavit stating both Father Leander's compe­

tence and background: 

This is to certify that Rev. Leander Schnei­
der, O.S.B., who has volunteered to serve 8S 
chaplain in the ~nited States Army, has 

1~7Ibid., Aug. 17, 1918, Leander to Athanasius. 

l08Ibid " 

l09~_, Aug. 30, 1918; Leander to Athanasius. 
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pursued classical and theological studies 
for ten (lQ) years (1902-1912) at st. Mein­
red's Seminary, as preparation to the 
priesthood, ~raduating with high honors. 
During this time he has proven to be of 
excellent character, fine manners and of 
a 100% conduct. His scientific standing 
was of a hi~h degree--94%. We wish him 
all success and God's choicest blessin~s. 

110 

Within a short time Father Leander mildly complained 

about All the "red tape," but generally he kept enthus i- . 

sstic and confident. lll The Army sent him to Indianapo­

lis for a medical examination, which he believed would be 

favorable. In the same letter, however, he remarked with 

sorne chagrin, "I am afraid that there will be very few 

priests with me. In the present class there are only fif­

tgen priests end two-hundred nreachers."lm2 

By November IP no word had yet been received rega~d-

ine: his appointment as chaplain. Father Leander then wrote 

directly to the ~',~ilitary Ordinary, Bishop Hayes, saying, 

" ••• should I Dot hear from them (the Army) by the 27th, 

I would have to take up myoId occupation again as teacher.!113 

On the 27th a disap~ointed Father Leander wrote to 

the ,,_ bbot : 

Your letter received. I myself expected 
so~eth:tnp: like the.t. If chaplatns were 
needcld so badly, I could not see why I 

110Ibid. , Oct. 11, 1918, Athanas ius to 'Whom it may 
concern.~ 

III
Ibid. , Oct. 14, 15, 1918, Leander to Athanasius. 

112Ibid .. , Oct .. 27, 1918. 113Ibid. , :!'Tov. 27, 191f, • 
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had to wait so long after having passed 
and all. Since peace had been declared, 
I really did not care anymore whether 
or not I could get to go. The work 
would be so much harder now. 114 

Father Leander's remark, ttl mYgelf expected something lil{e 

ths.t, tt is cryptic. Ris long delays will remain unexpla.in­

ed. The war ended on the 11th of NoiTember s.nd perhaps that 

helps to explain why he was no longer needed. The long 

silences from CArdinal Bayes, however, are strange. Regard­

less of the reasons, Father Leander returned from Fort Ben­

jamen Harrison "rere he had been training and resumed his 

former occnpat1on as te~cher at the Jasper Academy. 

The seminary itself had to readjust to face the cr~ti-

cel chaplaincy shortage. Theology courses were accelerated 

in order to comnlete the neces9ary requirements wtthin 

three years, lnstead of the normal four. The bishop of 

Indianapolis had encourared this. Only by ordaining his 

men earlier than normally expected could he hope to fulfill 

his quota of seven volunteer chaplains. The war ended 

before any of these men reached ordination (June 10, 1~n9).115 

Undoubtedly, St. r.1einrad hesitated 138 lon[," as ~ossible 

before sending a candidate for military chaplaincy becRuse 

of its strongly missionary character.· Its numerous aposto­

lates--educetion, Indi8n~ missions, parishes--made any sacri ­

fice of manpower di~ficult, if not impossible. Neither 

114rbld., l'Jov. 27, 1918. 

l15Ibid ., ?, Chartrand to Athanasius; IgnatiUS 
Bsser, Correspondence, July 14, 19690 
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teachers nor pastors were easily replaced. Moreover, 


the whole atmosphere around St. Meinrad was clearly in­
y\-{2c!,;~5 

f11:lenced by spirltual realities more than by the [vagaries] 

of the nation as a whole. The monks were unco~monly 

moderate throu.e-hout the whole period. The:iJl' actions and 

what remains of personal notes and reminiscences suggest 

a certain aloofness from the hard realities of life. 

Rather, they emphasized time and again a decidedly pastor­

al dimension and concern.for man's inner needso 

Perhaps, alsot the German background of many community 

members unconsciously precluded a determined stand for 

,Ipatent] action, so characteristic of many clergymen clurine 

the war, especially of Protestants. I suspect, however, 

that the lack of vital concern over the chaplaincy ques­

tion was more deterrni,ned by their involvement in 'saving 

Sffills' in present enterprises than by tacit disagreement 

with American policy_ This is based upon the fact that in 

general St. ~einrad cooperated whenever possible with the 

authorities in regard to the draft, rationing, and bond 


drives. 116 


116cr • Ray H. Abrams, Preachers Present Arms (Scott ­

nale, Pa~: Beralcl Press, 1969). This book, originally 

nublished in 1933, documents the rather eccentric pattern 

of clerica.l prophecy and rhetoric both before, during and 

after the European holocaust. 
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CHAPTER VI 

NArrC'RALIZATION 

Nearly f:'Lfty percent of the monks (50 of 10'-;> were 

foreign-born; of these 37 had emiqrated from rrermenY. ~,;rn.en 

the war commenced some of the lay brothers were found with­

out full naturalization papers. Indiana passed a law requ,l;w 

rine: 'second papers', i.e~ full citizenship and voting pri­

vileFes, for all imrr.iprants. Some of the brothers posses­

sed only 'first papers' 'f/hich had until this time sufficed 

for some voting priv1leges, but not full citizenship. At 

the Abbot's request, Pather Columban gave these men a full 

course in civics and brought them before a judge in Rock­

?ort to be examined by Federal arrents.117 

NeRrly all the brothers pa~sed the first teat, but a 

few had to learn more civics before receiving second papers. 

These interrogSltlons produced a few light moments and some, 

genuine irony. Brother Philip Ketterer, bothwell-informed 

end intelligent, a chef in the monastic kitchen, was rout­

inely 8sked, "'.I'lhere does the Governor of the state reside 1" 

"Ordinarily in Indianapolis, the state Capital," he replied, 

ttbut s.t the presen.t time he is residing in the Federal peni­

tent 1.e.ry in li tlants, Georgia. J! The examiner, smiling, 

turned to the man on his right and remarked, "Pretty ~ood, 

€lh?" The fact was the governor had been found guilty of 

l17Columban Thuis, Intervie.!JI October 7, 1969. 



embezzlement of state funds and had been sentenced to 
<----~ 

prison as Dunishment~~~) 

To the question "What is the function of the Judge?" 

one brother somewhat befuddled by the correct answer (to 

interpret the law) because of poor English, renlied to the 

(UJ1.\Jse)TI,ent of all assembled, "The judge is supposed to know 

the law. 1t The examening Ho,· S. agent turned to the judge 

with a smile, "Your Honor, is the an~\"ler correct?" The 

judge, likewise grinning, said, "He is supposed to, but I 

don't know if he does."119 

118Ifnat:tus Esser, Correspondence, July 14, 1969. 
Columban Thuis, Interview, October 7,' 1969, relates the 
anecdote a bit differently. After asking the question 
B.nd 1 is teni np; to Brother Phil i p' l! reply, the court ex­
perienced a 'laead s ilence ,'I And the examiner passed him 
in a hurry and summoned another. 

l19Columban Thuis, Interview, October 7, 1969. 
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CHAPTER VII 

ARI"ISTICE 

The news of the signing of the paot for 
tbe oessation of hostilities on the part
of the warring powers spread joy and re­
jOioing in the hearts of young and old. 
At a quarter to twelve this message reaoh­
ed St. Meinrad, as onoe the me~ga~e of 
the angels at Bethlehem: "Peace to men 
on earth.1t This announoement released 
boundless jubilation. Cannons were 
brought forth from their p1aoe of hiding 
and burst forth peace. All the bells 
(6) in the Abbey Church towers were rung 
vigorously in three intervals. Where­
ever there was a steam whistle it was 
sounded. Even the old, rusty whistle on 
the power plant lent its voioe aocord:t.ng 
to its fashtoll.Fl~gs were displayed and 
patriotic songs were sung. In short, 
each tried to outdo his neighbor in the 
expression of his joy that the terrible 
slaughter of men was now over. 

Deo 	 GratiaaJ 120 
p('~ r J I ,~:_2.¥..,_ ..::, ._v;~,:,-

So speaks l i1 ather I..uke. The[Fraterstock):reoordS the 

same inoident, but instead of merely rejoioing and prais­

ing God, it goes further • • • a mighty empire is fal ­

len. The Ku1turkampf receives its due. 'Do not touoh 

my anointed. tit 121 Note the difference in tone. The for­

mer, written by a German-born emigrant, bemoans the "ter­

rible slsughter of menu while the latter, written by one 

of the native-born Amerioan 'youngsters', clearly rejoices 

over the de-reat of the German nation. Although there are 

no documents to SUbstantiate it, :.I~'would suspeot that at 

times there must have been some anquish on the part 'of the 

120Chronic1e, Vol. 11, p. 516, ~ovember 11, 1918. 

121Fraterstook, November 11, 191R. 

http:aocord:t.ng
http:earth.1t


older, foreign-born Fathers over occasionally insensitive 

remarks sbout German militarism and the German nation as a 

\vhole. lYo doubt the younp;er Fa.thers and the fraters I 

native-born and committed both to American culture and 

goals, and the spread of Catholi'ciem, were anxious to hear 

of American and Allied victories. Such, however, is con­

jectural. But I make these remarks because of the remarks 
. /10 'l"­~vo.:c../V,)' (/~ vCwt""{..-~-''"'" 

found in the)--praterstock, in which there is III definite rel ­

ish of ~atri~tism'.122 With no immediate roots in Europe 

and having little knowledge of relatives still living there, 

they could afford to be "100 percent" pure American~. The 

older Fathers were more reserved, as we have seen through­

out this paper. They readily cooperated, but they staunchly 

reflJSed to mete out criticism either of Germany, because of 

close familial connections, or of the United states, because 

of fear of reprisals. I do not sugr:est that the fraters 

were by any meens super-patriots, however. The article 

written by Frater Hilary de Jean'clearly shows that he too 

grasped s'spiritualistic, albeit Scholastic-Aristotelian~ 

view of war and sin. 12 3 

The monastery sUl"V'ived the war with little real diffi ­

culty, save the incipient incident over the wireless and 

the anonymous letter! warning against outspoken pro-rJerrnan 

sentiment. 

The monks, like nee,rly every other America.n citizen 

122Cf • pp. 29-30 .' 


l23cf. pp. 20-22. 
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and patriot, abserved food., rationing, submitted to the 

draft registration, bought and sold bonds and stamps, 

and did whatever little things they could to help the war 

effort. !dke all Americana, they too worried about the 

fete and suffering of relatives, both combatants and non­

combatants unfortunate enough to be living in the war zones. 

Full support of American policy hinged on incipient 

American nationalism and societal pressures to conform, at 

least externally, to what \'Iras expected of a true, nlOO per­

cent" Amer'lcan. 

In the final analys~s it seems that the old feud over 

Cabenslyiam and Americanism, or rather over adaptation to 

American values and goals, 'found resolution through the 

neces a1 ties of the World 'riar. ]\~othing less than a nation­

allst stance, formal"comm:tttmenti to America, would suffice. 

The old ways of isolation gra.dually gave way to a new syn­

.thesis: full integration of the immir.:rant into mainstream 

American life, though this by no means ended bigotry or mls­

understandings. 124 E 

l24~taldwyn Allen Jones, American ImmiEra t ion (Chicago: 
The University of Chicago Press, 1965). Fear of Bolshevism 
and recollection of pre"war disunity led to a curta.ilment 
of immigrants into Amerlca~ After the war, such or~Bniza­
tiona as the Klu Klux Klan were established to preserve 
'what they considered to be pure American weys and life. Cf. 
Pp. 270-277. 
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APPENDIX I 

rmMBERS OF ST !,1EI~rnAD ABBEY IN 1918 

P!UES7S 

NAME & OCCUPATION 

Athanasius Schmitt 

BIRTHPLACE 

Oberweissenbrunn, 

DESCENT 

GermanY'c""'-German 
Abbot 

Luke Gruwe Liesborn, Westphalia 
Prior 

Peter Celestine Sander Celestine, Indiana 
Subprtor 

Benno r}erber 
Retired 

Bede 	Maler 
PElS tor 

.Jerome Punt 
Missionary 

PillS 	 Boehm 
lVisslonary 

Joseph Villinger 
Pastor 

Alexander Burkart 
Pastor 

Basl1 Heusler 
Pas.tor 

Simon P,arber 
Pastor 

T-Ieo Schwab 
Pastor 

Bonaventure Goebel 
~ass ionary 

~artin Roppenjans 
Pastor 

Fintan ~iederkehr 
Pastor 

Bernard Tleichelbach 
Pastor 

Ferdinand" Indiana 

Aeaschad, Bavaria 

Buehl, Germany 

Fulda, Indiana 

Gipf, Switzerland 

Ebringen, Germany 

Wahlen, Switzerland 

Louisville, Kentucky 

Hofstetten, Germany 

New Albany, Indiana 

Ferdinand, Indiana 

Dietikon, Switzerland 

Mariah Hill, Indiana 

German 

German 

German 

German 

German 

German 

Swiss 

German 

Swiss 

French 

GermanG 

fi.erman 

German 

Swiss 

!?erman 
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NAME 	 ?J; OCCUPATIO! 

Vincent "Vagner 
Pastor 

Dominic Barthel 
Teacher 

Anthony rnchel 
Pastor 

Ambrose 1:~attingly 
~U3sionary 

Robert Glasmeyer 
Teacher 

Clement Klingel 
Pastor 

0thmar Schneeberger 
Pastor 

John 	Schorno 
Pastor 

Francis Schoeppner 
Pastor 

Eugene Spiess 
Owensboro 

Andrew Bauer 
Pastor 

Mark 	Meyer 
Pastor 

Od1lo 'A/itt 
Teacher 

.Tohn 	 Chrysostom Coons 
Teacher 

Louls Fuchs 
? 

Philip Sauer 
Pastor 

Isidore ]{aenner 
Paator 

BIRTHPLACE 

Ferdinand, Indiana 

Louisville, Kentucky 

st. Henry, Indiana 

Eureka" Indiana 

Clifton, Ohio 

Jasper, Indiana 

Dietfurt, Bavaria 

Stainen" Switzerland 

OberVleis,senbrunn, Ger!T1any 

Brooklyn, New York 

Weidhaus, Germany 

Mtriah nill, Indiana 

Dieraburg, Germany 

Lexington, Kentucky 

Spitz, Ger:rnany 

Weidhaus, Germany 

Ebrl~en, Germany 

DESCENT 

German 

German 

Oerman 

Eng/Irish 

German 

German 

GeI'man 

Swiss 

German 

German 

German 

German 

8-erman 

nerman 

German 



NAME 	 ,<;]r:. OCCTJPATION 

Aloysius Fischer 
Pastor 

Albert Kleber 
'T'e8.cher 

Roman Roeper 
Pastor 

Alphonse Wendling 
Pastor 

Bened.ict Brown 
Teacher 

Richard Mattingly 
Teacher 

Eberhard Olinger 
Teacher 

Henry Brenner 
Teacher 

Paul 	Thoma 
Teacher 

Augustine Haberkorn 
'? 

Boniface Benkert 
Teacher 

Anselm Schaaf 
Teacher 

Columban Thuis 
Teacher 

Leander Schneider 
Teacher/Chaplain 

Aemilian Elpers
Teacher 

Edward Berheide 
Editor of Paper 

Thomas Schaefers 
Teacher 
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BIRTHPLACE 

Ferdinand, Indiana 

Eslarn, Germany 

O'Fallon, Missouri 

Vincennes, Indiana 

Fryburg, Iowa 

Woodland, Kentucky 

Ferdinand, Indiana 

Louisville, Kentucky 

Irsee, Germany 

Neudorf, Germany 

Oberweissenbrunn, Germany 

Schnellville, Indiana 

Vincennes, Indiana 

Tell City, Indiana 

St~ James, Indiana 

Richmond, Ind1ana 

Mu.enster, Westpha11a 

DESCRNT 

German 

German 

German 

German 

English 

Irish 

Lux. 

German 

German 

German 

German 

German 

Swiss 

German 

·3-erman 

German 
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NAME & OCCUPATION 

Charles Dudine 
Teacher 

Laurence Riebenthaler 
Teacher 

Cyril Gaul 
Teacher 

Sylvester Eisenman 
J'lTls·sioma.ry 

Norbert Spitz~e8ser 
Pastor 

Justin Snyder 
Teacher 

!1'RATERS 

lldephonse Kreidler 

lrnatius Esser 

Lambert Ens11nger 

Maurus Ohligslager 

Ple.c1dus CCempf 

Meinrad ::Ioffman 

Hilary De.Tean 

Stephen Thuis 

Matthew Preske 

James ~eed 

Peter Behrman 

BRO"f1HERS 

Bernardine Olinger 

J\.eridiuB Laugel 

BIR'J:IRP.LACE-. 
Celestine, Indiana 

Evansville, Indiana 

Alton, Iowa 

New Albany, Indiana 

. Greensburg, Indiana 

Dexter, Indiana 

Rexingen, Germany 

Rid~/ay, Illinois 

New Albany, Indiana 

Louisville, Kentucky 

Evansville, Indiana 

Vincennes, Indiana 

Vincennes, Indiana 

Vincennes, Indiana 

Evansville, Indiana 

Waynesburg, Pennsylvania 

Lively Grove, Illinois 

Wallenstein, Luxemburg 


l!incennea, Indiana 


DESCENT 


German 


German 

Germa.n 

~erman 

German 

? 

German 

German 

German 

German 

German 

German 

German 

T.lux. 

German 

? 

German 

Lux. 

German 
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Aloysius Olinger 

January Huber 

?hilip Ketterer 

Nereus Strosyk 

John Apke 

Clement Seiohter 

.Toseph Schaeuble 

Miohael Schnurr 

Anthony Mannhart 

Blaise :M'eier 

Benedict Bip:ner 

Ferdinand Laeng 

Oswald ~ildhaber 

Od.ilo Stooker 

Willibald Vossmann 

./l.lphonse Veith 

Plaoiclus Fuohs 

Mark Piohel 

Maurus Vlllinger 

T'~artin Deok 

George Bigner 

Benediot Labre Piers 

Leo Hensle 

Meinrad Rinderknecht 

Gallus Feil 

Felix Boehler 
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BIRTHPLACE 

Wallenstein, Luxemburg 

Ottenhofen, Germany 

Sasbach, Germany 

Weraitz, Prussia-Poland 

Osterbech, Hannover 

'Henry, Illinois 

Rerrischied, Germany 

Ottenhofen, Germany 

Flums, Switzerland 

Ehrenstetten, Germany 

Fourmile, Kentucky 

Herrlicheim, Alsace 

Flums, Switzerland 

Herdern, Germany 

Garrel, Olderburg 

Nau'loo, Illinois 

Spitz, Germany 

st. Rente'S'")', Indiana 

Gipf, Switzerland 

rfoersch, Germany 

Tookfort, Kentucky 

Navilleton, Indiana 

Nordweil, Germany 

Entlebach, Switzerland 

New Baltimore, Pennsylvania 

? 

DESCENT 

I,ux. 

German 

German 

Ger/Pol 

nerman 

German 

German 

German 

Swiss 

German 

German 

'1erman 

Swiss 

German 

German 

German 

German 

German 

Swiss 

German"~ 

German 

French 

German~. 

Swiss 

Ger!:lAn 

(ferman 



BIRTHPLACE 

Wendelinus Rust Walchwil~ Switzerland 

Raphael Nagel Schifferstadt, Germany 

stanislaus Kemper 1\mmelowe~ Westphalia 

Innocent Renkert Oberweissenbrunn, Germany 

,?idelis Benkert Oberweissenbrunn, Germany 

Paschal Zimmerman I,ouisville, Kentucky 

Ephrem Laurell Bardstown, KentuckY 

Camillus Hoepf New Riegel, Ohio 

Conrad Mueller stauffen, Germany 

Philip Weis Niederfeulen, Luxemburg 

. . . . .. 

SUIVUlARY 

42 Native Americans of German ancestry 

;7 German-born 

99 Swiss-born· 

!~ Luxemburg-born 

.3 Unknown 

10 Native Americans of unknown ancestry 

TOTAL--I05 monks (Ordo of 1918)-

I,IST OF ~mNK..~ WHO DIED DURING THE WAR 

Gregory Bechtold d. Nov. 7, 1917 

.Tames Ziep.;enfus:!l d. Aug. 11, 1917 

Stephen Stenger d. Dec. ,31, 1915 

Maurus 'Nagner ~~d. Jan. 29, 1916 

Fridolln Hobi d. Apr. 11, 1916 

Nicholas de Flue Frey de Apri 20, 1916 

DESCENT 

Swiss 

German. 

German:1 

German 

German 

German 

Irish 

German 

German 

Lux. 
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